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JUNE 9, 2017
U.K. diocese tells Catholics how to venerate pagan ‘deities’

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/u.k.-diocese-tells-catholics-visiting-pagan-shrines-to-bow-bring-flowers-to
By Pete Baklinski, Sheffield, U.K., June 6, 2017
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A Catholic diocese in the U.K. is encouraging Catholics visiting pagan shrines to “bow” to pagan images and to eat food “blessed” in pagan rituals in the spirit of “ecumenism” and “dialogue.” 

In its guidelines for visiting pagan shrines (http://hallam-diocese.com/about-doh/bishops-commissions/ click on Ecumenism & Interfaith*), the Catholic Diocese of Hallam run by Bishop Ralph Heskett, encourages Catholics to bring flowers to Buddha, bow to the Hindu murtis (image of the deities), and bow to the Sikh holy book (the Guru Granth Sahib which is their living Guru). Catholics are also encouraged to eat the food offered to them (prasad, prasada or prasadam) that has been “blessed” in Hindu and Sikh rituals. 

Bishop Heskett did not respond to a query by press time. LifeSiteNews asked him how he could justify the advice in light of the First Commandment, which states: “I am the Lord your God; You shall have no strange gods before Me.”

Lepanto Institute President Michael Hichborn said the guidelines not only lead Catholics astray, but dishonor the early Christian martyrs. 

"The early Christian martyrs refused even a pinch of incense to the pagan demons, suffering terrible tortures and death,” he told LifeSiteNews. “In the second book of Maccabees, Eleazar refused to even pretend to eat pork. And now, a Catholic bishop is encouraging the faithful to venerate pagan images, make donations to Buddhist temples, and consume ritually 'blessed' food. It is the responsibility of the clergy to help us maintain and strengthen our relationship with Christ, not to tell us how to engage in idolatry,” he added.

Hichborn said the guidelines reveal a crisis within the Catholic Church. 

"Our Blessed Lord asked if the Son of Man would find faith when He returned. With this bishop advocating the veneration of pagan icons and promoting donations to Buddhist temples, this is a question we can start asking now. Can there be any clearer indication that the Church is suffering a crisis of faith, even to the point of apostasy?" he said. 

A PDF archive of the Diocese of Hallam's "Ecumenism & Interfaith" guidelines (not reproduced here, click on the above LifeSiteNews link for details -Michael).
The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches that the First Commandment against idolatry requires “man neither to believe in, nor to venerate, other divinities than the one true God.”

“Idolatry not only refers to false pagan worship. It remains a constant temptation to faith. Idolatry consists in divinizing what is not God.”

“Many martyrs died for not adoring ‘the beast’ refusing even to simulate such worship. Idolatry rejects the unique Lordship of God; it is therefore incompatible with communion with God,” the Catechism states. 

The 1949 version of the Baltimore Catechism states that a “Catholic sins against faith by taking part in non-Catholic worship, because he thus professes belief in a religion he knows is false.”

The Baltimore Catechism later adds that a person “sins by idolatry when he pays to a creature the supreme worship due to God alone as creator and preserver of all things.”

“Divine honor is paid to God alone. In the early days of Christianity, many Christians were put to death for refusing to burn incense before idols. The old Egyptians, and many pagans today, worship the sun, fire, or animals like the crocodile. God punished the Israelites for their idolatry,” it states. 

Hichborn said it comes as no surprise that the Diocese of Hallam is now suffering financial collapse due to a more than 50 percent drop in the Mass-going population (30,000 to 12,000) since the diocese’s establishment. (He was appointed by Pope Francis to Hallam from Gibraltar in May 2014 -Michael).
"Bishop Heskett seems to be in a state of cognitive dissonance in that he doesn't see how honoring pagan deities may have something to do with a decrease of Catholic faith in his own flock and a resulting decline in Mass attendance,” he said. 

"Our entire faith is centered around the Eucharist.  If Bishop Heskett is serious about his own salvation, and the souls of those entrusted to him, and if he truly desires to increase the number of faithful members of his diocese, then he must be completely devoted to Our Lord in the Eucharist.  There is no other answer,” he added. 

*https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/3860225/Diocese-of-Hallam-s-Ecumenism-amp-Interfaith.pdf EXTRACT
Visiting a Vihara (Buddhist)
A gift of flowers to be placed in the shrine room, by the image of Buddha, is a kind gesture, as is a small donation. Visitors should remove their shoes before entering the shrine room. Visitors will usually sit on the floor. 
Some Buddhist monks are not allowed to touch women and do not shake hands. They will prefer to put their hands together in the traditional Eastern manner of greeting.

Visiting a Mandir (Hindu)

All visitors will have to remove their shoes and place them in the shoe racks provided. Head covering is not normally required. On first entering the worship hall, a small bow to the murtis (images of the deities set out at the front of the hall) shows respect to the host community. Backs should not be turned on the murtis or the soles of the feet pointed towards them when sitting on the carpet. Prashad – a gift of fruit, nuts and other blessed food – is often given to visitors as they leave. Visitors usually sit on the carpeted floor. Sometimes, the priest will offer to place a red mark (tilak) on the forehead of those who want this.

Visiting a Gurdwara (Sikh)

All visitors will have to remove their shoes and place them in the shoe racks provided. ! Visiting a Synagogue (Jewish) ! Visiting a Mosque (Muslim) 
All visitors will need to cover their heads. Head coverings will be available in the Gurdwara but a knotted handkerchief is acceptable. Other hats (e.g. baseball-style caps) are not appropriate. Few chairs are available and so, when sitting, this will be on the carpeted floor. On first entering the large prayer room, a small bow to the Guru Granth Sahib (the holy book) shows respect to the host community. Backs should not be turned on the Guru Granth Sahib or the soles of the feet pointed towards the book when sitting on the carpet. Visitors are usually offered kara parshad (sweet food offered as a gift) in the worship hall, which is usually given in cupped hands and eaten with the right hand. Visitors will be usually given langar (vegetarian food from the communal kitchen).

14 of 99 readers’ comments
1. WHERE DOES THE CATHOLIC CHURCH GET THESE GUYS FROM?????
HOW DO THEY GET TO BE A BISHOP????
HOW DO THEY STAY A BISHOP????
2. It would seem that the percentage of cracked nuts in the hierarchy has taken a sharp upturn since Francis’ elevation in 2013.

3. So basically, this bishop has given the okay to put Catholics in danger of demonic intoxication by encouraging them to "respect" paganism? ...LORD HELP US!

4. The fruits of Vatican II in full display - what's next, a guidance leaflet readying the flock for the mark of the beast?

At the very least it's ecumenism gone mad - but that was the result of VII's deliberate ambiguity (just like A.L.) all along - the Catholic Church is seen as just another 'option to consider'.
5. Does anyone here truly believe that Francis will do anything helpful about this?
6. This man is neither a bishop nor a catholic, you cannot be the head of something that you are not even a member of, and what true catholic could honestly say, that this man is a catholic, in communion with all of Christ’s teachings?

7. Fr. Amorth lamented that exorcism has not been part of seminary training for forty-plus years. I'd say it is largely thanks to the ''Green Fairy Spirit of Vatican II''. Clearly, a lot of seminaries these days are nothing more than excuses for a jolly-up.

8. Isn't this too hard on the bishop? He is simply following Vatican II and all the Popes since JP II in Assisi, Italy.

9. It's one thing to understand the teachings and rituals of non-Christian religions. That may be useful if you have neighbors, coworkers, or friends in these religions. But to encourage your flock to take part in their rituals, no way.

10. The Apostolic Nuncio of the UK needs to bring this bishop's practices before Francis along with that heretical pamphlet. This bishop has got to be released of his duties.

11. The heretics are coming out in the open under Francis' Papacy.

12. A comment below states what I have stated in other venues, that perhaps the reason for the election (whether valid/licit or not) of Bergoglio, was to allow a situation in the Church where those wishing to destroy Her would feel more comfortable coming out and allowing those who wish to sustain Her to find them and remove them from any semblance of authority. It is amazing how many heretics-in-waiting there were who are now coming out of the "heretical closet."

13. Thomas Merton reverenced two Buddhist statues and the next day died in a 'freak accident' in which a faulty electric table fan burned a hole through the middle of his chest for over an hour. It was a truly eerie and horrific death. He died not wearing his Cistercian robes, he died the other side of the world, separate from his order and his fellow Catholics preaching heresy and Marxism.

14. Thanks for this article. Just recently, I've been searching for information to help explain why yoga should not be practiced by Catholics / Christians. These following 2 paragraphs are great!

The 1949 version of the Baltimore Catechism states that a “Catholic sins against faith by taking part in non-Catholic worship, because he thus professes belief in a religion he knows is false.”

The Baltimore Catechism later adds that a person “sins by idolatry when he pays to a creature the supreme worship due to God alone as creator and preserver of all things.”

Unfortunately, many Catholics mistakenly think that somehow they can "Christianized" yoga or make it "holy" by adding some Christian element/s such as Christian hymns/prayers to the practice. However, one cannot separate the Hindu religion from the practice of yoga, since each yoga pose/ position is considered a Hindu prayer.

I've heard 4 exorcist priests speak on this and warn against practicing yoga. In fact, I've read the stern warning against yoga from Bishop Burke, (now Cardinal Burke). Even Hindus say that it is not possible to separate the yoga practice from their religion.

Still many Catholics do not know that one cannot separate the yoga practice/exercises from the Hindu religion. 
However, sadly, many Catholics have heard this truth yet still refuse to stop practicing yoga. Apparently, they've made yoga into an idol and are sinning against the 1st Commandment. 
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