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MAY 24, 2014
The Use of the Gift of Tongues during Holy Mass
“Not to oppose error is to approve it, and not to defend the truth is to suppress it" – Pope St. Felix III
Note: In this report I may occasionally use bold print, italics, CAPS, or word underlining for emphasis. These will be my personal emphasis and not that of the source that I am quoting. Any footnote preceded by a number in (parenthesis) is my personal library numbering system. 

Q:

Is the use of the gift of tongues (singing or simply praying) during Holy Mass by the priest and/or congregation allowed or is it a violation of the rubrics and the GIRM? 
Michael Prabhu, India
A:

"The principal role (of the gift of tongues) is to assist in the praise and worship of God. As a prophetic utterance tongues then need to be interpreted."
 
"Moreover, they (the congregation of all people during Holy Mass) are to form one body, whether in hearing the Word of God, or in taking part in the prayers and in the singing, or above all by the common offering of the Sacrifice and by participating together at the Lord’s table. This unity is beautifully apparent from the gestures and bodily postures observed together by the faithful."
 

Speaking in tongues would be a gift not shared by everyone so it would be inappropriate for use during Holy Mass as others could not understand what is being said. Since there is no official or designated place during Holy Mass for the use and interpretation of tongues, it would not be licit to use this gift at this time.

On August 24, 2010 Fr. McNamara (professor of liturgy at Regina Apostolorum University) wrote an article regarding speaking or praying in tongues during Mass. He said, "There are practically no universal guidelines on this subject, except of course the general norms that prohibit adding anything whatsoever to officially prescribed texts."
 

The Brazilian bishops issued norms for the Catholic Charismatic renewal. Number 40 of said document states, "The liturgy is governed by precise rules and nothing external should be introduced."
 
Fr. McNamara further said, "I think that these wise counsels and norms from the Brazilian bishops show that it is not in conformity with the authentic charism of the Catholic Charismatic renewal to speak in tongues during Mass."
 
Lastly, he said, "The document I quoted from Brazil clearly made the distinction between praying and speaking in tongues, but finally decided that neither was appropriate in the context of Mass."
 
St. Paul said, "I thank my God I speak with all your tongues. But in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that I may instruct others also; than ten thousand words in a tongue." 

St. Paul commanded the Corinthians to refrain from (tongues) such use in church."

"At the Mass of the Lord’s Supper the People of God is called together, with a Priest presiding and acting in the person of Christ, to celebrate the memorial of the Lord or Eucharistic Sacrifice."
 
There is nothing in the new testament indicating that our Lord ever spoke or prayed in tongues, especially at Holy Mass which was the Last Supper.

"It is the right of all of Christ’s faithful that the Liturgy, and in particular the celebration of Holy Mass as prescribed in the liturgical books and in the other laws and norms, should truly be as the Church wishes, according to her stipulations."
 
"Christ’s faithful have the right that ecclesiastical authority should fully and efficaciously regulate the sacred liturgy lest it should ever seem to be 'anyone’s private property, whether of the celebrant or of the community in which the mysteries are celebrated'."

"The priest must remember that he is the servant of the sacred liturgy and that he himself is not permitted, on his own initiative, to add, to remove, or to change anything in the celebration of Mass."
 
"By humility and by willing responsible obedience, priests conform themselves to Christ."

The book used during Holy Mass by the priest to say mass is The Roman Missal of 2011. Nowhere in this book are there any rubrics allowing for either ‘Tongues’ or the interpretation of ‘Tongues’ during any part of the mass.
 
The Roman Missal is written in a style known as the positive-affirmative meaning that WHAT IS CONTAINED THEREIN IS WHAT IS PERMITTED!

This report prepared on May 15, 2014 by Ronald Smith, 11701 Maplewood Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024-8482, E-mail: hfministry@roadrunner.com. Readers may copy and distribute this report as desired to anyone as long as the content is not altered and it is copied in its entirety. In this little ministry I do free Catholic and occult related research and answer your questions. 
Questions are answered in this format with detailed footnotes on all quotes. If you have a question(s), please submit it to this land mail or e-mail address. Answers are usually forthcoming within one week. PLEASE NOTIFY ME OF ANY ERRORS THAT YOU MAY OBSERVE!  Send a note if you want to be on my e-mail list.

( Let us recover by penance what we have lost by sin (
SPEAKING IN TONGUES AT MASS 

http://www.zenit.org/rssenglish-30138 
ROME, August 24, 2010 (Zenit.org) Answered by Legionary of Christ Father Edward McNamara, professor of liturgy at the Regina Apostolorum university.

Q: What is allowed for regarding the (so-called) "speaking in tongues" during a Charismatic Mass? And what exactly is an acceptable type of such Mass? Recently, I attended a Mass where the priest added his own prayers during the elevation of the Eucharist (having said the formal prayers of consecration) and, with those present (who were, excluding myself, members of the parish charismatic prayer group), prayed in tongues during the Eucharistic Prayer and at other moments of the Mass. There were various other obvious illicit moments during the Mass and perhaps afterward as well (e.g., layperson anointing with some type of oil), but I'm particularly curious about the "tongues". As far as I can deduce, this is not allowed, but it's exceedingly difficult to find anything to the contrary aside from mere opinions. P.H., Limerick, Ireland
A: There are practically no universal guidelines on this subject, except of course the general norms that prohibit adding anything whatsoever to officially prescribed texts.
Although some individual bishops have published norms for their dioceses, as far as I know the most complete treatment of this subject is that published by the Brazilian bishops' conference. The document, "Pastoral Orientation Regarding the Catholic Charismatic Renewal," was issued in November 1994. It can be accessed in the Portuguese original at the bishops' Web site: www.cnbb.com.br.
It must be noted that the Brazilian bishops have a generally positive view of the Charismatic Renewal, and a significant number participate in charismatic Masses. The renewal is considered as being especially attuned and appealing to a wide swath of Brazilian society and is credited as helping to stem the hemorrhaging of Catholics toward Pentecostal sects.
Therefore, the norms issued by the bishops should be seen as genuine orientations to help the Catholic Charismatic Renewal achieve its full potential as an integral portion of the wider Catholic community. They should not be seen as condemnation of aberrations and abuses.
In dealing with liturgy (Nos. 38-44), the bishops' document recommends that the members of the renewal receive an adequate liturgical formation. It reminds them that the liturgy is governed by precise rules and nothing external should be introduced (No. 40). No. 41 has precise indications:
"In the celebration of Holy Mass the words of the institution must not be stressed in an inadequate fashion. Nor must the Eucharistic Prayer be interrupted by moments of praise for Christ's Eucharistic presence by means of applause, cheers, processions, hymns of Eucharistic praise or any other manifestations that exalt in this way the Real Presence and end up emptying out the various dimensions of the Eucharistic celebration."
In No. 42 the bishops indicate that music and gestures should be appropriate to the moment of the celebration and follow the liturgical norms. A clear distinction should be made between liturgical hymns and other religious songs that are reserved to prayer meetings. Hymns should preferably be chosen from an official repertoire of liturgical songs.
Finally, the bishops say that Charismatic Renewal meetings should not be scheduled to coincide with regular Masses and other gatherings of the whole ecclesial community.
When referring to speaking in tongues (No. 62), the document offers the following clarifications:
"Speaking or praying in tongues: The object or destination of praying in tongues is God himself, being the attitude of a person absorbed in a particular conversation with God. The object or destination of speaking in tongues is the community. The Apostle Paul teaches, 'When I am in the presence of the community I would rather say five words that mean something than ten thousand words in a tongue' (1 Corinthians 14:19). Since in practice it is difficult to distinguish between the inspirations of the Holy Spirit and the instigations of the group leader, there should never be a call encouraging praying in tongues, and speaking in tongues should not take place unless there is also an interpreter."
I think that these wise counsels and norms from the Brazilian bishops show that it is not in conformity with the authentic charism of the Catholic Charismatic renewal to speak in tongues during Mass.
More on Speaking in Tongues [at Mass] 

http://zenit.org/article-30279?l=english
ROME, September 7, 2010 After our mention of the norms of the Brazilian bishops' conference on speaking and praying in tongues during Mass (see Aug. 24), a reader from Indiana wrote:
"In 1975, at the International Conference on the Charismatic Renewal held in Rome, Pope Paul VI allowed Cardinal Suenens to concelebrate a charismatic Mass in St. Peter's. At that Mass, there was most definitely praying in tongues (not 'speaking in tongues') along with singing in tongues by the cardinals, bishops, priests and laypeople all gathered together at this Mass, with the Pope's approval. It was a beautiful time of worship in the heart of the Church. The Pope himself spoke to us after Mass with words of welcome and advice for those involved in the charismatic renewal. It is important to make a distinction, as St. Paul himself does, between speaking in tongues and praying in tongues."

The document I quoted from Brazil clearly made the distinction between praying and speaking in tongues, but finally decided that neither was appropriate in the context of Mass.
The fact that in 1975 Pope Paul VI allowed this concelebration in no way suggests an official approval of all charismatic practices during Mass. In 1975 the Catholic charismatic renewal was barely 8 years old and the Pope was offering cautious encouragement to the movement.
The Church is not hasty in granting definitive approvals or condemnations. It prefers to observe new spiritual realities and orientate little by little. In this sense the 1994 Brazilian document or the 2000 Instruction on Prayers for Healing by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith represent more mature reflections in the light of lived experience.
The aim of such reflections and guidelines is not to condemn the charismatic renewal but to help it achieve its full potential as an integral part of the Church.
CONFLICTING VIEW FROM THE INTL CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL SERVICES
ICCRS LEADERSHIP FORMATION

Volume XXXVI Number 5, October – December 2010

http://www.catholicrenewalservices.com/index_files/ICCRSLeadersDec.pdf 
QUESTIONS TO THE ICCRS DOCTRINAL COMMISSION

The ICCRS Doctrinal Commission is headed by Bp. Joseph Grech (Australia) and is formed by Fr. Peter Hocken (Austria), Fr. Francis Martin (USA), and Dr. Mary Healy (USA).

The ICCRS Doctrinal Commission is in consultation with theologians from around the world.

Is it OK to pray in tongues at Mass?
The ICCRS Doctrinal Commission has received several inquiries in response to a column published by the Zenit news service on August 24, concerning whether it is permissible to speak in tongues at Mass. The author of the column, Fr. Edward McNamara, LC, cited a 1994 document of the Brazilian bishops’ conference and concluded that "it is not in conformity with the authentic charism of the Catholic Charismatic renewal to speak in tongues during Mass." However, the Brazilian bishops’ document does not support this conclusion. We would like to clarify this matter to dispel any confusion it may have caused among members of the CCR.

The Brazilian bishops’ document was intended to address specific pastoral situations in Brazil and does not apply to the universal Church, although it does contain some helpful guidelines. As Fr. McNamara notes, the document draws a distinction between "praying in tongues" (prayer addressed to God) and "speaking in tongues" (a message addressed to the assembly). However, he overlooks the relevance of this distinction for the question at hand. His conclusion refers to "speaking in tongues" during Mass without noting that what normally takes place at charismatic liturgies is "praying in tongues." 
The bishops do not say that praying in tongues should not take place at Mass, only that leaders should not specifically call for it. Nor do they prohibit "speaking in tongues"; they only say that it should not take place unless there is also an interpreter. 
In considering the proper use of the gift of tongues, it is important to reflect on the teaching of St. Paul. Paul speaks about tongues in 1 Corinthians in the context of instructions on the church’s liturgical assemblies (1 Corinthians 11-14). He describes tongues as a form of prayer under the influence of the Holy Spirit; it is praying or singing "with the spirit" (1 Corinthians 14:15). In saying that the tongue-speaker "utters mysteries in the Spirit" (1 Corinthians 14:2), Paul indicates that tongues is pre-conceptual, pre-verbal prayer — a prayer of the heart that expresses God’s praise aloud but without words. Paul corrects certain abuses in Corinth in which tongues was being overemphasized to the detriment of prophecy and other gifts that have a greater capacity to build up the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 14:1-17). Nevertheless, he says, "I want you all to speak in tongues" and "I thank God that I speak in tongues more than you all" (14:5, 18). Elsewhere Paul warns Christians, "Do not quench the Spirit… but test everything, hold fast to what is good" (1 Thessalonians 5:19-21). And he specifically admonishes, "Do not forbid speaking in tongues" (1 Corinthians 14:39).

The writings of the Church Fathers also help illuminate this question.

Many Fathers refer to jubilation (jubilatio), a form of praying and singing aloud without words. Their descriptions of jubilation are remarkably similar to our experience of praying or singing in tongues today. St. Augustine explains: "One who jubilates does not utter words, but a certain sound of joy without words: for it is the voice of the soul poured forth in joy, expressing, as far as possible, what it feels without reflecting on the meaning. Rejoicing in exultation, a man uses words that cannot be spoken and understood, but he simply lets his joy burst forth without words; his voice then appears to express a happiness so intense that he cannot explain it" (En. in Ps., 99.4). Augustine does not merely allow but urges his congregation to jubilate: "Rejoice and speak. If you cannot express your joy, jubilate: jubilation expresses your joy if you cannot speak. Let not your joy be silent" (ibid., 97.4). St. Gregory the Great adds, "But we call it jubilus, when we conceive such joy in the heart as we cannot give vent to by the force of words, and yet the triumph of the heart vents with the voice what it cannot give forth by speech. Now the mouth is rightly said to be filled with laughter, the lips with jubilation, since in that eternal land, when the mind of the righteous is borne away in transport, the tongue is lifted up in the song of praise" (Moralia, 8.89; cf. 28.35).

Numerous other Fathers write in similar way. What more fitting occasion could there be for such joy overflowing into wordless praise than at those moments of the liturgy where there is room for a response of song or praise, such as at the alleluia or after communion? In fact, jubilation with improvised melodies was an ordinary part of the liturgy for centuries, and had a significant influence on the development of medieval church music.

This background helps us recognize that tongues is not something “external” introduced into the liturgy; rather, it is a way of singing or praying under the leading of the Spirit. Certainly there can be and sometimes are abuses of the gift of tongues at Mass. But tongues itself is a work of the Spirit, a gift that leads us into more fervent worship, deeper surrender and more intimate communion with the Lord. Countless people in the CCR can testify that this is the case.
It is also important to keep in mind that the popes from the earliest years of the CCR, from Paul VI to Benedict XVI, have strongly supported and encouraged the Renewal as a movement in the Church. On several occasions the popes have celebrated Masses with CCR groups in which there was singing and praying in tongues. Many bishops’ conferences have also issued statements affirming the CCR and the spiritual renewal it has brought to millions of the faithful. Readers interested in finding out more about papal statements on the CCR may consult the ICCRS book “Then Peter stood up…” Collections of the Popes’ Addresses to the CCR from its Origin to the Year 2000. Bishops’ statements with specific guidelines should be read in light of these addresses.

Members of the CCR in every country are encouraged to maintain good relationships with their local church and to follow faithfully any guidelines given by their bishops.

Speaking in Tongues at Mass: Some guidelines
http://www.colocatholicccr.org/index_files/Page1544.htm
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ

The question of whether or not to use the charisms in the Mass has come up recently, and so I would like to take this opportunity to answer the question here.
In our Liturgical tradition, it is clear from the law of the Church that the liturgical texts of the Mass may not be changed, even by a bishop who is celebrating the Mass. The question arises from this is: Isn’t singing in tongues an addition of something foreign to the Mass? Because it is verbal, doesn’t it have to follow this rubrical prohibition?  Let us study for a minute what it is we are saying and doing when we sing (or speak) in tongues during the Mass.
A few distinctions must be made immediately when we talk about tongues during the Mass:

There are two expressions of tongues speaking in the Charismatic Renewal’s experience, namely: 

1. Speaking (a message) in tongues, and 

2. The collective or individual expression of praying in tongues.

In accord with the teaching of St. Paul, if there is a message or prophecy in tongues, it MUST be interpreted, and the message discerned for authenticity. Therefore if the message is not interpreted, it is considered an aberration, and the speaker ought to be counseled about discernment to minimize interruptions during the Mass. If this phenomenon is experienced in the liturgy, and there is someone present with the charism if interpretation, it is best that 

1. Speaking a message in tongues should only be done in a clearly specified "charismatic liturgy," (that is, one that is not a parish liturgy) in order to minimize the confusion of the faithful who don’t know or understand this gift.

2. The speaker of a message in tongues should submit his or her urging to speak out in tongues to the approval/disapproval of those discerners or word gifts facilitators ministering at the Charismatic Mass. These facilitators should be clearly identified and the speaker must have their approval before being allowed to make such an expression at the Mass. (N.B. The celebrant of the Mass would also have to give permission ahead of time).
Praying in tongues during the Mass can take place in the following ways:

1. Private-voiceless murmuring in tongues (always).

2. Collective vocal signing in tongues at some points in the Liturgy (but, only if permission for singing in tongues during the Liturgy is given ahead of time by the celebrant).

In the first case (private praying in tongues), It is established Catholic practice to add certain aspirations at appropriate points in the Mass.  Most commonly these are: “My Lord and My God" during the elevation, or the prayer that accompanies the triple signing with the cross before the Gospel, and finally, mental prayer during the silences prescribed during the rites (most commonly after the words "Let us pray"). Voiceless prayers, murmured 'under our breath' are really no different than praying in tongues 'under our breath'. Praying in tongues in this way can be recommended throughout the Liturgy since we can still be conscious of our surroundings when praying in this way, and not disturb those around us by drawing attention to ourselves.

In the second case (collective vocal singing in tongues), following on the principle of the last paragraph, can be allowed. For example, at the moments of adoration during the elevations of the Eucharistic Prayer, the periods of silence after the readings, or hymns. These all are places where a 'judicious' use of praying or singing in tongues might be allowed. As mentioned already these expressions are subject to the regulation of the local ordinary and the permission of the celebrant. This kind of expression should never draw attention to those praying, but rather always be oriented as prayer to the Trinity, the only worthy one to receive such expressions of prayer and adoration.  

Singing in tongues at the Liturgy should not be encouraged by any intervening direction or statement such as "let us all lift our voices in Tongues," or any such thing. Rather it should be permitted if someone is led to sing in tongues spontaneously. 
There are now customary places where singing in tongues has been permitted in charismatic masses since the beginning of the Renewal, and these seem to not interrupt the flow of the liturgy unduly. This has even occurred at the Masses during international gatherings of the Charismatic Renewal with the Pope. 

If the celebrant of the Mass proceeds with the liturgy, even as singing in tongues is happening, then all tongues should stop. Therefore, I would recommend that singing in tongues in a Charismatic Mass be limited to (but not prescribed for) the following points in the liturgy:

1. After the opening Hymn

2. After the Glory to God (if sung)

3. After the Responsorial Psalm

4. After the Gospel Acclamation

5. After the Holy, Holy, Holy

6. After the Elevation each of the Body of Christ or Blood of Christ in the Eucharistic Prayer

7. After the Communion chant or hymn.

It is hoped that this information and set of guidelines will help Catholic Charismatics to be comfortable with the use of their charisms in the liturgy, and will understand more the nature of singing in tongues during the Mass.  It is most important that the charismatic expressions be submitted to the Church’s good order, and the legislation of the Bishop, or the direction given during the Liturgy by the celebrant.  God is a God of order, and not disorder.

Sincerely, Fr. Don Malin, VF, C-4 Coordinator, 
Colorado Catholic Charismatic Committee, USA
August 24, 2010
We have read the reactions of the ICCRS and the Colorado chapter of the US Catholic Charismatic Renewal to the Zenit answer which is from an expert, Father Edward McNamara, professor of liturgy at the Regina Apostolorum University in Rome.
It is but natural for the CCR to look for loopholes and justification for the use of tongues during Holy Mass. Whatever they may argue, any infraction of the rubrics, any innovation, any deletion or addition to it, is a violation of the Church’s intention that the Holy Mass be uniformly celebrated the world over and that the celebrant is the servant of the rubrics and not its master.
As someone said, tongue-in-cheek, "the only tongues that I know of at Holy Mass are Latin and the vernacular."

It must be remembered is that charismatics constitute only a fraction -- no matter how large in some places -- of the general Catholic faithful. But since charismatics are pro-active in the Church, what happens at charismatic tongues-speaking Masses is subtly extended not only to Masses where a non-charismatic majority may be in attendance, but to enacting other abuses and aberrations as has become fairly commonplace nowadays.  
At the XV National Charismatic Convention in Goa, November 12-15, 2012, I witnessed the frequent use of tongues during the Masses at which even bishops were present.
An eminent priest-retreat preacher who was present and whose Masses do not reflect a single liturgical abuse or error -- the only such celebrant that I know of -- concurred with me a hundred percent on my opinion that what was occurring was illicit.
If charismatics were more faithful to the GIRM/rubrics, they would set a good example to the non-charismatic component of the Church and help stem the tsunami of liturgical abuses that inundates the Church, not a small percentage of which they are responsible for.

From: Catholic ministry, Bangalore To: michael prabhu Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2012 7:49 PM 
Subject: Reg. Fr. John Britto

Hi Michael, Thank you for the report on Vassula Ryden. I haven't finished reading it yet. 
Fr. Britto has requested us to ask you whether you have an article about praying in tongues during mass especially during the consecration of the species. He would like to send it to the many priests in Kerala who seem to be doing the same. Please send him a copy when you catch up with him next. Let me know as well and I will look it up. Warm regards to both of you.
From: prabhu To: Catholic ministry, Bangalore Sent: Thursday, December 06, 2012 8:42 AM 
Subject: Re: Reg. Fr. John Britto

A more detailed feedback on my alerts/reports/articles is always most welcome.

REGARDING FR BRITTO'S REQUIREMENT, WHAT I HAVE WILL BE IN HERE:

USE OF THE GIFT OF TONGUES DURING HOLY MASS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/USE_OF_THE_GIFT_OF_TONGUES_DURING_HOLY_MASS.doc  

Michael
See LITURGY AND LITURGICAL ABUSE 
http://www.ephesians-511.net/liturgical-abuse.htm
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