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AUGUST 8, 2016
The validity of a Sacrament does not depend on the spiritual disposition of the priest 
The questions asked of this ministry in the following extracts of letters from a Catholic whose confidence in the efficacy of the Sacraments administered is greatly disturbed by the Hinduized and New Age-practising priests in the Indian Church, and the answers given by him to me, were collated into the file that is presented here.
Date: Sat, 6 Aug 2016 15:24:46 +0530/Sat, 6 Aug 2016 18:45:17 +0530/Sun, 7 Aug 2016 10:02:23 -0700
Dear brother,
The CMI Priests run the Chavara Cultural Centre in Kochi. They do so many errors that will result in Catholics losing the faith. During the time of Deepavali, the Hindu festival of light, they preached that Deepavali is the victory of goodness over evil. Actually, Deepavali itself is associated with Vishnu, the devil. In some places with Ram and in some other places with Ravana. All are devils. So, how can devils be associated with goodness? 

Many priests and nuns practice and preach yoga and other New Age techniques. While practicing yoga, demons will enter in to one's soul. This the truth. So, I am almost fed up with the Indian Church. I am planning to move to any good Christian country, though it is now difficult.

The said CMI Congregation also held chanting the Bible along with Ramayana by organizing a religious harmony meeting in Kochi. So, the message is all are worshipping one God in different names as Gandhi said. I am really fed up.

I am losing my faith because of the errors in the Catholic Church. Let me ask: whether Jesus will work through the New Age priests etc. especially at the time of celebrating the Holy Mass? My love and belief in Holy Communion is at stake and in doubt whether Jesus will work through incorrect priests, bishops etc. Please answer.

The Indian Church does not take any steps to educate believers from these above said places. Many Christians are going back to paganism and Islam. And, with the Second Vatican Council, so many errors entered into the Church.

You need to answer only one question. I know the Catholic Church is the only one Real Church and Catholic Faith is the only one True Faith. And, I know Holy Communion is really the Flesh and Blood of Christ. I don't have any doubt in this Truth.

My question is whether bread and wine really become the Flesh and Blood of Christ when priests or bishops worshipping Siva or doing New Age celebrate the Holy Mass. One more thing does Jesus act through New Age priests during Confession.

I find answer in the message of Mary of Rosa Mystica. But still it shakes my Faith. -SJ, Kochi, Kerala
The Catholic Church has long held that the efficacy of the Sacraments has nothing to do with the spiritual condition of the priest.
The sacraments are characterized as acting ex opere operato, which means that the validity of a sacrament does not depend on the worthiness of either the recipient or the minister. It's a way of underlining the gratuitousness of God's action, making clear that human beings cannot "earn" or "merit" the sacrament's grace. 
Yet there are conditions: proper matter, proper form, and proper intent, and each must be present. To take a trivial example, a priest cannot consecrate Twinkies and beer because they're improper matter, no matter how punctiliously he follows the ritual or how noble his intentions.
Source: https://www.ncronline.org/blogs/all-things-catholic/milingo-thanks-benedict-his-caring-concern-about-us 

CCC 1127, 1128
[The Sacraments] are efficacious because in them Christ himself is at work: it is he who baptizes, he who acts in his sacraments in order to communicate the grace that each sacrament signifies. The Father always hears the prayer of his Son's Church which, in the epiclesis of each sacrament, expresses her faith in the power of the Spirit. As fire transforms into itself everything it touches, so the Holy Spirit transforms into the divine life whatever is subjected to his power.
This is the meaning of the Church's affirmation that the sacraments act ex opere operato (literally: "by the very fact of the action's being performed"), i.e., by virtue of the saving work of Christ, accomplished once for all. It follows that "the sacrament is not wrought by the righteousness of either the celebrant or the recipient, but by the power of God." 
From the moment that a sacrament is celebrated in accordance with the intention of the Church, the power of Christ and his Spirit acts in and through it, independently of the personal holiness of the minister. Nevertheless, the fruits of the sacraments also depend on the disposition of the one who receives them.

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/dictionary/index.cfm?id=33474:
Ex Opere Operato 
A term defined by the Council of Trent to describe how the sacraments confer the grace they signify. Trent condemned the following proposition: "That grace is not conferred 'ex opere operato' by the sacraments of the New Law" (Denzinger 1608). Literally the expression means "from the work performed," stating that grace is always conferred by a sacrament, in virtue of the rite performed and not as a mere sign that grace has already been given, or that the sacrament stimulates the faith of the recipient and thus occasions the obtaining of grace, or that what determines the grace is the virtue of either the minister or recipient of a sacrament. Provided no obstacle (obex) is placed in the way, every sacrament properly administered confers the grace intended by the sacrament. 
 
http://www.catholic.com/quickquestions/what-does-the-expression-ex-opere-operato-mean:
Ex opere operato is a Latin expression meaning "by the work worked." It refers to the fact that the sacraments confer grace when the sign is validly effected -- not as the result of activity on the part of the recipient but by the power and promise of God.

Now, to receive the fruits of the sacraments, you should be properly disposed. At least in adults, there must be a pre-dispositional receptivity to receive the grace that is always available in a validly effected sacrament. This means reception of grace via the sacraments is not automatic. But the ex opere operato nature of the sacraments reminds us that, while a proper disposition is necessary to receive grace in the sacraments, it isn't the cause of that grace. 
 
Wikipedia: 
Ex opere operato is a Latin phrase meaning "from the work worked" referring to sacraments deriving their power from Christ's work (ex opere operato Christi) rather than the role of humans. The phrase is commonly misunderstood to mean that sacraments work automatically and independently of the faith of the recipient. However, In order to receive sacraments fruitfully, it is believed necessary for the recipient to have faith. In modern usage, the phrase often refers to the idea that sacraments are efficacious in and of themselves rather than depending on the attitude either of the minister or the recipient. For example, Confirmation might be held to bestow the Holy Spirit regardless of the attitude of both the bishop and the person being confirmed.
According to the teaching of the Catholic Church, to receive the fruits of the sacraments requires that a person be properly disposed. This means the efficacy of 

      grace" 
grace
 via the sacraments is not automatic. There must be, at least in the case of an adult, an openness to use the sufficient grace which is available in a sacrament. When the recipient is properly disposed, "the sacraments are instrumental causes of grace." 

This principle holds that the efficacy of the sacrament is a result, not of the holiness of a priest or minister, but rather of Christ Himself who is the Author (directly or indirectly) of each sacrament. The priest or minister acts in persona Christi (in the person of Christ), even if in a state of 

        sin" 
mortal sin
. Although such a sacrament would be valid, and the grace efficacious, it is nonetheless sinful for any priest to celebrate a sacrament while himself in a state of mortal sin.

The principle of ex opere operato affirms that while a proper disposition (openness) is necessary to exercise the efficacious grace in the sacraments, it is not the cause of the sufficient grace. Catholic Christians believe that what God offers in the sacraments is a gift, freely bestowed out of God’s own love. A person's disposition, as good as it may be, does not automatically bring God's blessing.

The teaching of the Church regarding the sacramentals is that they operate ex opere operantis Ecclesiae (i.e., from the work of the working Church) as well as ex opere operantis (i.e., from the work of the working one, Christ).With regard to the sacramentals, it is the teaching of the Catholic Church that their efficacy is derived from the prayer and good works of the Church as well as the disposition of the one making use of the sacramental.

Ex Opere Operantis

http://www.encyclopedia.com/article-1G2-3407703887/ex-opere-operantis.html:
A technical term literally meaning "from the work of the doer," to be distinguished from ex opere operato, which refers to the grace-conferring power inherent in the sacramental rite itself, as an action of Christ. Ex opere operantis refers to the role and value of the recipient's or minister's moral condition in causing or receiving sacramental grace. 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/dictionary/index.cfm?id=33472:
A term mainly applied to the good dispositions with which a sacrament is received, to distinguish it from the ex opere operato, which is the built-in efficacy of a sacrament properly conferred. But it may refer to any subjective factor that at least partially determines the amount of grace obtained by a person who performs some act of piety. Thus in the use of sacramentals or in the gaining of indulgences, the blessings received depend largely on the faith and love of God with which a sacramental is employed or an indulgenced prayer or good work is performed.


http://www.fisheaters.com/sacramentalsintro.html:
A sacramental is a sacred sign that signifies effects obtained through the Church's intercession. While all of the seven Sacraments are Christ-instituted and always do exactly what they signify ex opere operato ("from the deed done"), sacramentals are usually Church-instituted (though some are Christ-instituted). They work through the power and prayers of the Church (ex opere operantis Ecclesiae) and, subjectively, ex opere operantis, that is, through the pious disposition of the one using them. 

Mediator Dei, Pius XII

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/pius_xii/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-xii_enc_20111947_mediator-dei_en.html
27. This efficacy, where there is question of the eucharistic sacrifice and the sacraments, derives first of all and principally from the act itself (ex opere operato). But if one considers the part which the Immaculate Spouse of Jesus Christ takes in the action, embellishing the sacrifice and sacraments with prayer and sacred ceremonies, or if one refers to the "sacramentals" and the other rites instituted by the hierarchy of the Church, then its effectiveness is due rather to the action of the church (ex opere operantis Ecclesiae), inasmuch as she is holy and acts always in closest union with her Head.

36. In the spiritual life, consequently, there can be no opposition between the action of God, who pours forth His grace into men's hearts so that the work of the redemption may always abide, and the tireless collaboration of man, who must not render vain the gift of God. No more can the efficacy of the external administration of the sacraments, which comes from the rite itself (ex opere operato), be opposed to the meritorious action of their ministers of recipients, which we call the agent's action (opus operantis).

The explanation of the Traditionalist Society of St. Pius X:
THE PROBLEM OF THE LITURGICAL REFORM - BISHOP FELLAY’S LETTER TO POPE JOHN PAUL II 

http://www.scribd.com/doc/4944565/The-Problem-With-the-Liturgical-Reform AN EXTRACT
32. The "Eucharistic liturgy" of the new missal patently shows how the ministerial priesthood has been pushed aside in

favor of the communal action of the assembly. The sacrificial offering is only seen through the prism of the common priesthood of the faithful, a novelty which threatens equally the character of the ministerial priesthood and the sacramental power of the sacrifice.

The Church has always distinguished the unbloody immolation brought about by the consecration, from the sacrificial offering (oblation in this limited sense 22) made by the participants through which they unite themselves to the sacramental oblation accomplished by Christ the Priest in the person of His minister.

Only the unbloody immolation at the consecration, "performed by the priest and by him alone, as the representative of Christ and not as the representative of the faithful," 23 belongs to the category of sacrament: the action of Christ works ex opere operato [in virtue of the action performed]. On the other hand, the oblation in the restricted sense of the word works ex opere operantis [in virtue of the one performing the actions]: the participation of the faithful consists in their uniting themselves "by virtue of their intention" 24 to the sacramental offering that Christ the Priest makes of Himself to His Father in the person of His minister. The new missal omits this distinction and ignores systematically the specifically sacramental action of the minister who alone acts by virtue of Christ the Priest.

22, 23, 24 Pius XII, Mediator Dei, DS 3852.

DS Denzinger-Schönmetzer, Enchiridion Symbolorum Definitionum et Declarationum de Rebus Fidei et Morum, 36th ed. (Herder, 1976).

For further details visit the above web page and search for “operato” and “operantis”.
http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=1546:
February 4, 2010

I have read the essay, Charism Gifts Building up the Church.
Why is it that most Catholics do not realize the power of the Holy Spirit that is already within them, by virtue of Baptism and Confirmation? Is there such a thing as a "tied sacrament"?

Again in his article Baptism in the Holy Spirit Fr. Cantalamessa says:

Catholic theology recognizes the concept of a valid but "tied" sacrament. A sacrament is called tied if the fruit that should accompany it remains bound because of certain blocks that prevent its effectiveness. An extreme example of this is the Sacrament of Matrimony or Holy Orders received in the state of mortal sin. In such circumstances these sacraments cannot grant any grace to people until the obstacle of sin is removed through penance. Once this happens the sacrament is said to live again thanks to the indelible character and irrevocability of the gift of God: God remains faithful even if we are unfaithful because He cannot deny Himself (see Timothy 2:13). -Leon

Quoting from Ott's Fundamentals of Catholic Dogma, "The Sacraments of the New Covenant contain the grace which they signify, and bestow it on those who do not hinder it... The Sacraments work ex opere operator." This is a De Fide dogma. This means that sacramental grace is not "conferred by reason of the subjective activity of the recipient", rather that the "sacramental grace is caused by the validity of operated sacramental sign [the valid Sacrament itself]... the subjective disposition of the recipient is not the cause of grace."

Ott continues, "The measure of the grace effected ex opere operato even depends on the grade of the subjective disposition.... 'we receive grace according to the measure given by the Holy Spirit as He wills and according to each one's own dispositions and co-operation'" (Paul III, Council of Trent).

I believe that "hinder it" refers to a person refusing the grace, not intending to receive the sacrament and its grace.

Thus, I would disagree with the Fr. Cantalamessa a little, if I understand him correctly. It seems to me from reading the dogma cited above, that the Sacrament is valid, thereby the grace is conferred upon the recipients regardless of their personal dispositions. It is not the disposition of the recipients that causes the grace, but the Sacrament itself.

With that said, the fruit of the Sacrament is certainly hindered and cannot be in full flower until the recipient is properly disposed. As St. Paul says (1 Thessalonians 5:19) "Do not quench the Spirit" and (2 Tim 1:6) "Hence I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands." 
The "laying on hands" here is in conferring of Holy Orders upon St. Timothy (and also applies to Confirmation in which there is a laying on of hands). It is not referring to what Charismatics do.

While the phrase "tied sacrament" appears to be an invention of Fr. Cantalamessa, one can certainly quench (suppress) the grace given to them. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
For more on Sacramentals and ex opere operantis: http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13292d.htm
This letter to me from a yoga-promoting priest – and my response to him – relate to the question/s asked by me of SJ, Kochi on page 1:
From: Adrian Mascarenhas <adrianfcm@hotmail.com> Date: Fri, Aug 7, 2015 at 8:56 PM
By the way I asked you a serious question the other day: would you receive communion from hosts consecrated by me, or by any of the other thousands of priests and bishops who disagree with your views? I just want to know if you're in full communion with the Catholic Church, that's why.
Fr. Adrian
From: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net To: adrianfcm@hotmail.com Date: Sat, 08 Aug 2015 06:18:48 +0530 
Dear Fr. Adrian,
Your question is quite pertinent and merits an answer.
I am aware that the efficacy of the Sacraments is "ex opere operato". (I also understand what "ex opere operantis" means.)
Since I am a faithful conservative Catholic who believes in Apostolic Succession, every priest, whether he is in mortal sin or practising New Age has the power given to the Apostles by Jesus to forgive sins and to confect the host and give me the Body and Blood of Jesus.
Yes, Father, I would come to you for Confession without the least hesitation and receive Holy Communion or any other Sacrament from your hands.
The priest whom I selected to invite to celebrate our son's nuptial Mass on June 20 encourages yoga wherever he is transferred. But I also went to his parish (which is quite distant from where I live) before my hospitalisation and surgery and he heard my Confession and gave me the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick and the Apostolic Blessing/pardon on July 3 in the presence of my wife, sons and grandchildren.
It is rather difficult today to find a priest who is a St. John Vianney or a St. John Bosco, you know.
There is a story told of Francis of Assisi that sticks in my mind from one of the biographies I read as a seminarian. Once one of the brothers in the order of Friars Minor who was sensitive to scandal asked him, "Brother Francis, what would you do if you knew that a priest celebrating Mass had three concubines on the side?" Francis replied, "When it came time for Holy Communion, I would go to receive the sacred body of my Lord from the priest's anointed hands."
Francis was getting at a tremendous truth of the faith and a tremendous gift of the Lord: God has made the sacraments "priest-proof." No matter how holy or wicked a priest is, provided he has the intention to do what the Church does, then Christ himself acts through the priest, just as he acted through Judas when Judas ministered as an apostle.

Source: Fr. Roger Landry, http://www.catholic.com/library/A_Crisis_of_Saints.asp
God bless your priestly vocation. 
I pray for you when I remember others during our couple-rosary and intercessions every night.
Michael

SACRAMENTALS AND BLESSINGS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SACRAMENTALS_AND_BLESSINGS.doc
CONFESSION-THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CONFESSION-THE_SACRAMENT_OF_RECONCILIATION.doc
