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Why some people fall into false devotions
http://www.semperficatholic.com/forum/viewtopic.php?p=13880&sid=77076faeefd34d249e0643ac1786ad00 

By Fr. Hugh S. Thwaites, S.J. 

There is something which has been puzzling me for years: Why it is that so many good and holy Catholics, including priests who in every other respect are completely sound, are totally hooked on Medjugorje? Or Vassula. Or Patricia. Or Montichiari. And so on. 
A partial reason could be this. 
God gave us various appetites, which make for health of mind and body and guide us toward our eternal salvation. Appetites such as for food and drink, for marriage, and for God. We all have this ineradicable hunger for God, a hunger, which we need to awaken in souls that seem closed to Him. If we satisfy these appetites licitly, by eating ordinary food, by Christian marriage lived in a Christian way, and by seeking closer union with God through His Church and her sacraments, then indeed these appetites can lead us safely toward salvation. 
But if we try to satisfy them illicitly, they can become an addiction and then we can find ourselves hooked. Here, I extend the meaning of addiction to cover the strange fact that if the will is bound the intellect can become blind. Our minds, given us by God to discern the truth, can instead be used merely to justify the choices of our wills. Dazzled by an inordinate love, our judgment can be blind to self-evident facts. 
There was an old fish who understood well the importance of making a well-informed choice, and he was trying to give some fatherly advice to a young fish. "Listen, son, there are worms and worms. Some worms are floating free, and they are meant to be our dinner. Other worms have a hook in them, and they are meant to turn us into someone else's dinner. The worms come from God. The hooks come from an enemy. If you gulp down a worm that has a hook in it, before you know what's happening, you'll be hauled out into the fresh air, dropped into a frying pan, and sizzling over a fire." 
The young fish laughed. "Ha, ha, ha. Who has ever heard of fresh air or frying pans or fire? Ha, ha, ha!" Just then a worm with a hook in it floated past and the young fish gulped it down. And as it was hauled out of the water it cited, "Och, I dinna ken." ("I didn't know." They were in Scottish waters.) And the old fish called back, "Well, ye ken the noo." ("You know now.") 
Now just as there are worms and hooks, there are appetites and addictions. Our appetites, as we have seen, come from God and help us toward self-fulfillment and salvation. Our addictions are one of the many sad effects left in us by original sin. Like the young fish, we can ignore advice and turn toward those things that appeal to us and attract our fallen nature. And we may find ourselves unexpectedly hooked. 
Also, just as there are worms and worms, so there are seers and seers. Within a few years of our Lady appearing to Bernadette Soubirous in Lourdes, there were dozens of people in France who claimed that our Lady had appeared to them in each case, after appropriate investigation, the bishop concerned stated that it was not supernatural in each case it must have been either demonic or hallucination. 
Just as in Old Testament times, so too under the New Covenant, God does indeed send His humble messengers to His Church in times of need. There was Blessed Juan in Mexico, who saw our Lady at the place we now call Guadalupe. There were St. Margaret Mary, St. Catherine Labouré, and St. Bernadette in France. There were Blessed Jacinta and her brother Blessed Francisco in Portugal. There was St. Faustina in Poland. 
But (and this is the key question) how do we know that they were true seers, true prophets? We know, because the Church has told us so. And how did the Church know? Because the local bishop, after due investigation, had decided so. 
If you go into the Upper Basilica in Lourdes, above the altar on the right as you go in, there are two large marble plaques which tell the visitor that the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to Bernadette Soubirous eighteen times in the grotto down by the river. I forget what else it tells us. But I do remember the name at the bottom of the second plaque. It is that of the then bishop of Tarbes, who had jurisdiction over the then small country town of Lourdes. 
In the world of spirits, the Church knows her way around. Demons, who after all are angels, can outwit any human being. If they outwitted, albeit briefly, St. Catherine of Siena and Padre Pio, they could outwit anyone. But they cannot outwit the Church. In every country and district, the Church gives her God-given authority to govern and to judge in spiritual matters to one man, that is to the ordinary, as he is called, the local bishop or archbishop. 

How the Devil envies God's power! How he hates God and hates our Lady and hates us! He cannot overcome God. But he knows we all have a flawed nature, we all suffer from the effects of original sin. He knows how curious we are. That tree of the knowledge of good and evil still holds a fascination for us. We still want to know more — more, perhaps, than we should. And we flock to hear what the seers have to tell us. Clearly, Satan would not be running true to form if he did not try to break into that market himself. And so even though the Church, speaking through the local bishop, may warn us not to go somewhere, we poor children of Eve still feel that we must. These self-proclaimed seers — and of course Mohammed is the outstanding example — are so much bait with hooks inside them. And the people who give credence to them are hooked. 
In a book I once read about Cardinal Manning there was a sad example of this. When he was an Anglican rector, he converted a Catholic to being a Protestant. When he had become a Catholic, this naturally weighed on his conscience and he tried to convert him back, but he could not. The poor man was now an "addicted" Protestant. 
God made us to satisfy our bodies with good food and drink and with observance of the natural law, our minds with truth, and our souls with Him. Seeking illicit satisfactions can end up with our being hooked on an addiction. 
A practicing homosexual is hooked. Sometimes he may wish he could break with his lifestyle. But without extraordinary help from God he cannot. He's hooked. People who flock to a place where they think our Lady is appearing, even though the local bishop keeps telling them that it's not our Lady, are hooked. No amount of reasoning, no amount of evidence, can shake their certainty that it is our Lady who comes there. They are well and truly hooked. 
How do people get that way, at least as regards false apparitions? Maybe it is that they have not paid enough attention to our Lord's warning that unless we make ourselves as little children, we shall not have the right approach to salvation. Little children ask their mother if something is all right. Catholics should ask Holy Mother Church. It is our chronic and unconscious pride that leads us to choose independently of the Church. 
There was nothing wrong with Satan's intellect. His pride was his downfall. Pride is the sin that most of all we should fear. And when it comes to the teaching of the Church or, as in this case, the authenticity of a seer, it is to the ordinary we should turn. Failure to do this and relying on one's own judgment in such matter, can lead, and indeed has led, to many people being hooked. Hooked by an addiction. 
Maybe I am pushing it too far, but it seems to me that there is a demonic factor in this area of addictions. Just as in fishing there is a human being at the other end of the line, controlling the hook, so in addictions it could be Satan or one of his demons who is the active and aggressive agent. 
The demons know that we have been made in the image and likeness of the God whom they hate, and so they take an evil pleasure in seeing us degrade ourselves. They take an evil pleasure in seeing a creature, so beloved by God, groveling in a drunken stupor. Especially, I think, is this demonic influence seen in the addiction to homosexual actions. Hating human beings as they do, they seek to frustrate God's plans by preventing our very existence. Contraception and homosexual lifestyles play into their hands — that is why they are such an abomination to God. 
Perhaps the role of demons in all that damages marriage and the producing of more souls for Heaven explains the success of St. Dominic in fighting the Albigenses with the rosary. They followed a Manichaean heresy, which in the 12th century came into the south of France from Bulgaria. It encouraged abstention from marriage, which led to homosexual lifestyles, and it praised suicide. It was a culture of death. Our Lady told St. Dominic to preach the rosary, and although there was necessarily the military side to the conquest it was the rosary that ensured the destruction of the heresy. Which suggests of course that today's fight against the culture of death will avail nothing without the widespread saying of the rosary. 
Satan hates and fears the rosary today as much as he did in the 12th century. Anything that reminds him of all that God has done for us poor, sinful human beings by the Incarnation and redemption makes him seethe with rage. That was why, in the old days, priests would sometimes exorcise people simply by reciting the first 14 verses of St. John's Gospel, starting with "In the beginning was the Word . . ." and ending with "the Word was made flesh" — words which the priest would know by heart since they came into his daily Mass. And of course Satan and all the demons are terrified of our Lady. They know they have lost the battle once they see the Immaculate Mother of God come to our aid. 
Perhaps this explains the hatred you sometimes see in the faces of the poor people who shout abuse at us when we are at Catholic rallies or doing pro-life work. Perhaps that hatred of chastity and innocence and of the true faith is fueled by the same frustrated envy that burns the poor souls in Hell. 
They say that in time of war you should find out what annoys the enemy most and then do it as often as you can. So in fighting all these negative addictions that are hostile to the faith and to true Christian marriage, the rosary is an indispensable weapon. The rosary and the Miraculous Medal. 
Because of the unsleeping hostility of the Devil and his demons, because of the frailty of our fallen human nature, we do need to be on our guard lest we become addicted to anything untrue or harmful. If we allow our minds to accept something that is according to our fancy but untrue, that untruth can become an addiction. If we welcome into our bodies something that is pleasing but also damaging to health, then it can become for us an addiction. In something the same way an untruth can become an addiction. 
And, as I have said, addictions can blind our judgment and weaken our wills. Both our minds and our bodies can have their addictions. But how addicts love their addictions! How they love their slavery and kiss their chains! 
There's the sad story of the man who had the habit, every day, of smoking 70 to 80 cigarettes. One day his wife came across a magazine article, which described the effects of heavy smoking. It explains that the lungs gradually become coated with tar, and the large color photographs showed first occasional flecks of black, then more black, until finally you could see hardly any lung at all — it was almost all black. 
Then it described the onset of lung cancer, and this part was really gruesome. There were the occasional sharp stabbing pains. These grew more and more frequent, until they were almost continuous. These led to choking fits, until finally the poor victim died in agony, choked to death. Delighted, thinking this story could cure her husband, she gave the article to him to read. He read it slowly, with growing horror. Finally, he put the magazine down. He had made a firm resolution. On no account would he ever read magazine articles again. 
It seems that addictions can quite blind our reason. If we are held bound by an addiction we need to exert our will. After all, it is with our will that we approach God or withdraw from Him. There was nothing wrong with Satan's intellect. His intellect was not weak; it was his will that was perverse. I think it was St. Ambrose who said "Non in dialectica complacuit Deo salvum facere populum suum": Not through reasoned argument did it please God to save His People. 
The attraction of some of those silly serial TV programs lies in their showing us a way of life that panders to our lower nature and satisfies the sinful desires left in us by original sin. But the TV programs do not have God as their goal. There is something inordinate about the pleasure we have in watching them. And before we know what has happened we have acquired another addiction. So weak we are! 
This explains, perhaps, how seemingly impossible it is to talk people out of their going to Medjugorje or some other such unauthorized places of pilgrimage. The Devil knows of our God-given hunger for all that comes from God. He knows that all that is deepest in us longs to see and enjoy Him. So he exploits this hunger with his counterfeits in the hope that we will accept them as the real thing. And we all know how successful he has been, 
We must thank God for this hunger for Himself that He has placed in our hearts. But we should be suspicious if anyone offers us shortcuts. The only shortcut to God is the way of the cross. And as for wanting to see things! How very dangerous! We are meant to spend our time here in the darkness of faith. St. Augustine tells us that during this life we are in the womb of the Blessed Mother. Then, when we die, she delivers us into the light of eternity. But, in this life, the dark way of faith is the safe sure way the saints have trod. And we know that, if we stay faithful, God will eventually give us the reward of our faith: the sight of Him in whom we believe. 
So the bottom line must be: If we really want an addiction, we should become addicted to God. It is the only addiction we can satisfy all our life, here and in eternity. 
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What a tremendous article! -Lori
Denise, thanks for this....at least this priest doesn’t follow Vassula or Medjugorje ...I’m currently investigating some information on Vassula and tlig because there is a priest on another catholic forum promoting her. 
I've done a search on the Vatican site and found that this isn’t approved. When I posted it, he responded with a vague comment about the Vatican has now approved it but haven’t changed the site to show this. 
His main evidence comes from the actual tlig site....so for sure they're gonna say Ratzinger said this... and the pope said that... just like medj.com is all for Medjugorje and posts stories that the popes go there secretly or they approved it. -Marie
Marie, ask that priest to show you a bishop's approval. Don't priests know it is a sin to lie? -Denise
He’s quoted several notable cardinals... but from the site of Vassula herself... which naturally means they can put what they want on it. The official Vatican site has one article that states this Vassula is not a Catholic, and her alleged apparitions are not approved by the church. This priest says that it’s outdated and the church has changed their minds on her ...and they've contacted the Vatican to get it changed so as not to 'confuse' people. I’m investigating his response, claim by claim. Rick knows one of the priests he has quoted in his investigation and will get back to me. –Marie
How funny, the Vatican is out of date on a lot of things according to people who want things to go their way. Gimme a break. Somewhere in here I have the Congregation's warning on Vassula. –Denise
I posted the congregation warning but he says its outdated... I’ve found some interesting research on Vassula that I will post here first in the section on her. It seems her own Greek Orthodox bishop is concerned about her actions.

QUOTE:

The statement in the True Life in God UK Newsletter No. 6 (November 2005) that His Eminence Abba Seraphim along with H.M. Queen Elizabeth II and the Archbishop of Canterbury, “sent us their good wishes for the meeting” is untrue.  -Marie 
NOTIFICATION ON VASSULA RYDEN (6 October 1995) 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
Many bishops, priests, religious and lay people have sought an authoritative judgement from this Congregation on the activity of Mrs. Vassula Ryden, a Greek Orthodox residing in Switzerland, who in speech and in writing is spreading in Catholic circles throughout the world messages attributed to alleged heavenly revelations. 
A calm, attentive examination of the entire question, undertaken by this Congregation in order to "test the spirits to see whether they are of God" (cf. 1 Jn 4:1), has brought out-in addition to positive aspects - a number of basic elements that must be considered negative in the light of Catholic doctrine. 
In addition to pointing out the suspect nature of the ways in which these alleged revelations have occurred, it is necessary to underscore several doctrinal errors they contain. 
Among other things, ambiguous language is used in speaking of the Persons of the Holy Trinity, to the point of confusing the specific names and functions of the Divine Persons. These alleged revelations predict an imminent period when the Antichrist will prevail in the Church. In millenarian style, it is prophesied that God is going to make a final glorious intervention which will initiate on earth, even before Christ's definitive coming, an era of peace and universal prosperity. Furthermore, the proximate arrival is foretold of a Church which would be a kind of pan-Christian community, contrary to Catholic doctrine. 
The fact that the aforementioned errors no longer appear in Ryden's later writings is a sign that the alleged "heavenly messages" are merely the result of private meditations. 
Moreover, by habitually sharing in the sacraments of the Catholic Church even though she is Greek Orthodox, Mrs. Ryden is causing considerable surprise in various circles of the Catholic Church. She appears to be putting herself above all ecclesiastical jurisdiction and every canonical norm, and in effect, is creating an ecumenical disorder that irritates many authorities, ministers and faithful of her own Church, as she puts herself outside the ecclesiastical discipline of the latter. 
Given the negative effect of Vassula Ryden's activities, despite some positive aspects, this Congregation requests the intervention of the Bishops so that their faithful may be suitably informed and that no opportunity may be provided in their Dioceses for the dissemination of her ideas. Lastly, the Congregation invites all the faithful not to regard Mrs. Vassula Ryden's writings and speeches as supernatural and to preserve the purity of the faith that the Lord has entrusted to the Church. 
Vatican City, 6 October 1995. 
Taken from: 
L'Osservatore Romano 
Weekly Edition in English 
25 October 1995, 12. –Denise
That’s the one I mentioned. His updates are 2004. However I found this online which states that the 1995 statement was never annulled....therefore it still holds today. 
Letter from Cardinal Ratzinger 2004 Latest update (March 2005): 
Text of the July 2004 Letter signed by (former) Card. Ratzinger, now Pope Benedict XVI 
Shortly afterwards, the text of the July 2004 letter was sent to me by a person who had obtained a copy of it.(Note: the July 2004 letter was not published in the TLIG official website until September 2005. Before that date, it was only given or sold to people approved of by the TLIG association). 
As the Swiss Bishops indicated above, the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) does not indicate that it has modified nor intends to modify its position. 
In fact, the CDF refers to the 1995 Notification and mentions the dialogue it had with Mrs Ryden at her request, which concluded with the publication in the latest TLIG book of her letter of April 2002, containing explanations regarding several points mentioned in the Notification.  Cardinal Ratzinger refers to these clarifications as "useful". 
I copy hereunder the text in English of the July 2004 letter as it has been published by the TLIG association (click here to see the image of the original in Italian):
Palazzo del S. Uffizio, 10 July 2004. 
To the Presidents of the Episcopal Conferences of France, Switzerland, Uruguay, Philippines, Canada. 
Eminence/Excellence, 
As you know, this Congregation published a Notification in 1995 on the writings of Mrs Vassula Ryden. Afterwards, and at her request, a thorough dialogue followed. At conclusion of this dialogue, a letter of Mrs Ryden dated 4 April 2002 was subsequently published in the latest volume of "True Life in God", in which Mrs Ryden supplies useful clarifications regarding her marital situation, as well as some difficulties which in the aforesaid Notification were suggested towards her writings and her participation in the sacraments (cf. Attachment). 
Since the aforementioned writings have enjoyed a certain diffusion in your country, this Congregation has deemed it useful to inform you of the above. 
Concerning the participation in the ecumenical prayer groups organised by Mrs Ryden, the Catholic faithful should be called to follow the dispositions of the Diocesan Bishops. 
In communicating to you the above, I use the occasion to assure you of my lasting and profound esteem. 
Your Eminence's/Excellency's 
Most Devout 
(signed) 
Joseph Card. Ratzinger 
Prefect –Marie
New content added March 2006: 
Did the Vatican remove the text of the Notification from its website? 
The Notification has always figured on the Vatican website without its text, so it could never have been "removed". Of the approximately 60 documents listed in the pages of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (the number varies from one language version to the other), half do not include a link to the complete text. (http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/doc_doc_index_fr.htm) 
This does not mean that they are no longer valid. Simply it means that the relative text was not available in electronic format when the page of doctrinal documents was created, approximately 5 years ago. 
That is why most documents without a link are the oldest ones. Otherwise, documents such as "Considerations on The Primacy of the successor of Peter in the mystery of the Church" or the "Letter on certain aspects of Christian Meditation" - both figuring without their text - would no longer be valid, which is not the case. 
After the Los Angeles "incident", the TLIG association reacted with more false affirmations, such as the one above, which is on their official blog (http://vassula-notification.blogspot.com/2006/01/vatican-and-notification-on-vassula.html) and is publicized on their website http://www.tlig.org/en/news/2006-01-26/1970/. 
In the article dated January 16, 2006 - which was recently removed from the blog and then re-introduced with a different title - they affirm that "the congregation removed the original text of the notification as the questions they posed to Vassula they felt clarified the previous issues they had." 
The TLIG website is full of affirmations of this type, attributing words and actions to bishops and top Vatican officials, including the Pope, which are often twisted or untrue, but difficult to prove so. At least this one has been clearly exposed. 
Regarding the Notification on Mrs Ryden, it is valid since there is no official annulment 
March 06 – Marie
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