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 Vathapi Ganapathim: Obeisance to Ganesha by the Conference of Catholic Bishops of India
As we can see from the following files, worship of the Hindu elephant-god Ganesha or Ganapati is rampant among “Catholic” religious across the nation -- in seminaries, in religious orders and in different dioceses. Even a senior Cardinal is guilty of paying obeisance to Ganesha: 
MUMBAI: CARDINAL IVAN DIAS LIGHTS A LAMP FOR THE HINDU DEITY GANESHA JULY 2011
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_IVAN_DIAS_LIGHTS_A_LAMP_FOR_THE_HINDU_DEITY_GANESHA.doc
MUMBAI: THE ST PIUS X SEMINARY CELEBRATES HINDU DEITY GANESHA 9 FEBRUARY 2013
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_ST_PIUS_X_SEMINARY_CELEBRATES_HINDU_DEITY_GANESH.doc
TAMIL NADU CLERGY VENERATE THE HINDU DEITY GANESHA 22 FEBRUARY 2014
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TAMIL_NADU_CLERGY_VENERATE_THE_HINDU_DEITY_GANESHA.doc
GOA: PILAR PRIEST FR PETER CARDOZO VENERATES THE HINDU DEITY GANESHA FEBRUARY 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PILAR_PRIEST_FR_PETER_CARDOZO_VENERATES_THE_HINDU_DEITY GANESHA.doc
INDIAN CLERGY OBSESSED WITH THE HINDU DEITY GANESHA FEBRUARY 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INDIAN_CLERGY_OBSESSED_WITH_THE_HINDU_DEITY_GANESHA.doc
CATHOLIC WORSHIP OF ELEPHANT GOD GANESH IN MANGALORE 7/14/30 SEPTEMBER 2016
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_WORSHIP_OF_ELEPHANT_GOD_GANESH_IN_MANGALORE.doc
MUMBAI: FR JOE PEREIRA YOGA GURU CELEBRATES NAVRATRI AND GANESHOTSAV 8 SEPTEMBER 2016
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_JOE_PEREIRA_YOGA_GURU_CELEBRATES_NAVRATRI_AND_GANESHOTSAV.doc
VASAI PRIEST FR THOMAS DSOUZA WORSHIPS GANESHA 15 SEPTEMBER 2016
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VASAI_PRIEST_FR_THOMAS_DSOUZA_WORSHIPS_GANESHA.doc
Psalm 95:5

For all the gods of the Gentiles are devils…

The Douay-Rheims Catholic Bible
Psalm 96:5
For all other gods are worthless idols…

(Even the syncretistic) St. Pauls 2008 New Community Bible
St. Paul’s teaching on Christians’ being “all things to all men” does not give licence to believers to participate in idol worship and pagan rituals, no matter what some liberal or modernist interpretations might say even using a sentence or two from Nostra Aetate (#2) or other Pontifical Documents in isolation from the context.
I prefer to reflect on our ‘jealous’ God’s many warnings to His Chosen People especially in the Old Testament books of Exodus and Deuteronomy. He wanted the people of Israel to maintain not their racial purity but also their spiritual purity. He knew that any interest by the Israelites in the religious activities of the neighbouring tribes would lead to the assimilation of their rituals, practices and even adoption of their gods, and to monumental disaster to the Jewish people, and this is exactly what happened several times over.
“You will be lured into following them*.
Do not inquire regarding their gods, ‘How did these nations worship their gods? I, too, would do the same’.” Deuteronomy 12:30, New American Bible

*The New Jerusalem Bible: “Beware of being entrapped into copying them.”
Whenever that passage comes to my mind, I like to imagine that God was saying “Do not EVEN inquire regarding their gods.”
The Philippines Bishops’ Conference’s Christian Community Bible translation reads as “Do not look at their gods, saying…”
The Knox Translation, Catholic, 1955, reads “Do not hanker after their observances.”

Since God does not change and truth does not change — though the ‘father of lies’ manifests his evil designs in different disguises and through different means according to the times to deceive those people of God who are unwary — do not God’s warnings hold true even today? Inculturation and interreligious dialogue can be instruments of witnessing to Jesus Christ and His Gospel (John 14:6, Matthew 28: 19, 20) and herald God’s Kingdom on earth, but sadly they are being grossly abused by the clergy who end up paying obeisance to pagan deities such as Ganesh (Ganesha) or Ganpati (Ganapati) or Vinayakar (in Tamil Nadu).

Who is Ganesha, and what is the Ganesh Chaturthi festival about?
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ganesh_Chaturthi EXTRACT
'Ganesha Chaturthi is the Hindu festival celebrated on the birthday (rebirth) of Lord Ganesha, the son of Shiva and Parvati.

It is believed that Lord Ganesh bestows his presence on earth for all his devotees during this festival. It is the day Shiva declared his son Ganesha as superior to all the gods, barring Vishnu, Lakshmi, Shiva and Parvati. Ganesha is widely worshipped as the god of wisdom, prosperity and good fortune and traditionally invoked at the beginning of any new venture* or at the start of travel.
*Vathapi Ganapathim Bhajeham is a favourite choice for singing at the commencement of any Hindu religious programme to obtain the blessings of Ganapati/Ganesha. 

About 125 Bishops of the Latin Rite in India, the Conference of Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI) held their biennial meeting 6-12 January 2011 at the Sacred Heart Seminary, Poonamallee, Chennai. The then Archbishop of Madras-Mylapore was A. M. Malayappan Chinnappa SDB, an ardent Carnatic music proponent. The CCBI President was Cardinal Telesphore Toppo of Ranchi and the Vice-President was Archbishop Vincent Concessao of Delhi.
“Catechetical Education - Essential for a Vibrant Church in India” was the theme of the meeting. 

The seven-day plenary began January 7. On January 9, the prelates attended a public reception by the Madras-Mylapore archdiocese at which Tamil Nadu state Chief Minister M. Karunanidhi was invited to preside. While Karunanidhi is an avowed atheist, the Bishops are the successors of St. Peter and owe sole spiritual allegiance to Jesus Christ. 

But guess who welcomed the atheist and the disciples of Christ at the public reception at the Salesian St. Bede’s School grounds in Santhome? The Hindu deity Ganapati did.

The procession of Bishops was led by the Apostolic Nuncio to India, Salvatore Pennacchio to the Salesian venue from the Cathedral Basilica of St. Thomas not to the accompaniment of Christian music but to the Sanskrit Carnatic chant of Vathapi Ganapathim Bhajeham to solicit -- according to Hindu tradition -- the blessings of the elephant-god on their deliberations!!!

This Hinduisation is what the Indian Church euphemistically calls inculturation or Indianisation.

Catholics must note that all the decisions and future programmes of the Indian Church that resulted from the 2011 Bishops’ conference in Chennai had the blessings of a Hindu god. 
Vatapi Ganapatim/Vathapi Ganapathim

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vatapi_Ganapatim 

Vatapi Ganapatim, also known as Vatapi ganapatim bhaje ham or Vatapi ganapatim bhaje, is a Sanskrit kriti song by the South Indian poet-composer Muthuswami Dikshitar (1775–1835), one of the "Trinity of Carnatic music". The panegyrical hymn praises Vatapi Ganapati, Ganesha (Ganapati) worshipped in a shrine in Tiruchenkattankudi in the Indian state of Tamil Nadu. 
The icon of Vatapi Ganapati is currently enshrined in a secondary shrine in the temple complex of Uthrapathiswaraswamy Temple, Tiruchenkattankudi, dedicated to the god Shiva, Ganesha's father. Besides Vatapi Ganapati, the temple complex also has a shrine to Ganesha, who is depicted with a human head, instead of the elephant head he is usually depicted with. The Shiva temple was known as Siruthonda Ganapatishvara, named after Siruthondar. The name "Ganapatishvara", which also gives the town its alternate name "Ganapatishvaram", denotes Shiva as "Lord of Ganesha" and alludes to the legend that Ganesha killed a demon and then worshipped his father Shiva here.
Dikshitar praises Vatapi Ganapati, as the elephant-headed god, who grants boons. The universe and the elements are said to be created by Ganesha. Ganesha is described as the remover of obstacles.

The performance of the hymn at beginning of musical concerts relates to Ganesha's role as the Lord of beginnings, who is traditionally worshipped at the start of ventures by Hindus. Dancers and musicians, particularly in southern India, begin art performances with a prayer to Ganesha.

Ganesha is traditionally worshipped at the beginning of any endeavour. He is the remover of all obstacles and is known to be very wise. He is the son of Shiva and Parvati and the brother of Murugan.
Source: http://www.angelfire.com/ma2/bharatanatyam/index.html
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Watch this YouTube video http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DOk0Y7T6UNc sung by K. J. Yesudas, and another by M. S. Subbalakshmi at http://www.hindudevotionalblog.com/2009/02/vathapi-ganapathim-bhajeham-lyrics-ms.html.

Yesudas is Catholic but sings at all major Hindu temples in South India and is one of the most prolific singers of Hindu temple worship songs.
Fr. Dr. Paul Poovathingal CMI, Director of Chetana Academy, Thrissur received a special mention from the President of India Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam during a classical concert held by him before a group of special invitees at Rashtrapathi Bhavan. Fr. Paul is the first Catholic priest to be invited for a performance at Rashtrapathi Bhavan. He is the disciple of both Padmasree K J Yesudas and Chandramana Narayanan Namboothiri. Fr. Paul started his concert with the famous keerthana 'Vatapi Ganapathim'.

Source: http://www.thesingingpriest.com/
“Fr. Paul Poovathinkal has devised a new training method combining music, yoga and meditation.”

Source: http://www.hindu.com/2004/09/14/stories/2004091403830500.htm
The only redeeming information that I can include about this Carmelite priest Paul Poovathingal is that he is never seen in public without his white cassock, but then, paying obeisance to Ganapati in a cassock…?
RELATED FILES 
ARATI IN THE LITURGY-INDIAN OR HINDU? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ARATI_IN_THE_LITURGY-INDIAN_OR_HINDU.doc 

BHARATANATYAM-I 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/BHARATANATYAM-I.doc  

BHARATANATYAM AT HOLY MASS AT CATHEDRAL OF ST THOMAS IN MADRAS-MYLAPORE ARCHDIOCESE 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/BHARATANATYAM_AT_HOLY_MASS_AT_CATHEDRAL_OF_ST_THOMAS_IN_MADRAS-MYLAPORE_ARCHDIOCESE.doc
BINDI OR TILAK MARK ON THE FOREHEAD-INDIAN OR HINDU? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/BINDI_OR_TILAK_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD-INDIAN_OR_HINDU.doc
CATHOLIC BECOMES PRIEST OF SHIVA TEMPLE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_BECOMES_PRIEST_OF_SHIVA_TEMPLE.doc
CATHOLICS CAPITULATE OVER CHRIST NOT SANTA CLAUS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLICS_CAPITULATE_OVER_CHRIST_NOT_SANTA_CLAUS.doc
DANCING AND BHARATANATYAM IN THE MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DANCING_AND_BHARATANATYAM_IN_THE_MASS.doc 

FR ANTHONY DE MELLO-WRITINGS BANNED BY THE CHURCH 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_ANTHONY_DE_MELLO-WRITINGS_BANNED_BY_THE_CHURCH.doc
HABEMUS PAPAM INDIANUM-WE HAVE AN INDIAN PONTIFF 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HABEMUS_PAPAM_INDIANUM-WE_HAVE_AN_INDIAN_PONTIFF.doc
HINDU FLAG POLE AT CATHEDRAL OF ST THOMAS IN MADRAS-MYLAPORE ARCHDIOCESE 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_FLAG_POLE_AT_CATHEDRAL_OF_ST_THOMAS_IN_MADRAS-MYLAPORE_ARCHDIOCESE.doc
HINDUS STILL BELIEVE THAT INCULTURATION IS A CATHOLIC PLOY TO CONVERT THEM 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDUS_STILL_BELIEVE_THAT_INCULTURATION_IS_A_CATHOLIC_PLOY_TO_CONVERT_THEM.doc
INDIAN JESUIT THEOLOGIAN FR MICHAEL AMALADOSS UNDER INVESTIGATION BY ROME 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INDIAN_JESUIT_THEOLOGIAN_FR_MICHAEL_AMALADOSS_UNDER_INVESTIGATION_BY_ROME.doc
INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE 01-POPE BENEDICT XVI 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INTERRELIGIOUS_DIALOGUE_01-POPE_BENEDICT_XVI.doc
INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE 02-GOA CATHOLICS OPPOSE 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INTERRELIGIOUS_DIALOGUE_02-GOA_CATHOLICS_OPPOSE.doc
INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE 03-THE FALSE KIND 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INTERRELIGIOUS_DIALOGUE_03-THE_FALSE_KIND.doc
INCULTURATION OF THE LITURGY AND SACROSANCTUM CONCILIUM-JON ANDERSON-AND MY RESPONSE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INCULTURATION_OF_THE_LITURGY_AND_SACROSANCTUM_CONCILIUM-JON_ANDERSON-AND_MY_RESPONSE.doc 

IS HOLY COMMUNION EQUIVALENT TO PRASADAM-IS IT SAFE FOR CATHOLICS TO CONSUME PRASADAM? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/IS_HOLY_COMMUNION_EQUIVALENT_TO_PRASADAM-IS_IT_SAFE_FOR_CATHOLICS_TO_CONSUME_PRASADAM.doc
IS SAT-CIT-ANANDA THE EQUIVALENT OF THE HOLY TRINITY? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/IS_SAT-CIT-ANANDA_THE_EQUIVALENT_OF_THE_HOLY_TRINITY.doc
IS THE SYRO MALABAR CHURCH NOW OPENLY PROMOTING ITS HINDUISATION? 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/IS_THE_SYRO-MALABAR_CHURCH_NOW_OPENLY_PROMOTING_ITS_HINDUISATION.doc
JESUS THE YOGI AND THE DANCING JESUS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/JESUS_THE_YOGI_AND_THE_DANCING_JESUS.doc
KERALA PARISH CELEBRATES CHURCH FEAST JOINTLY WITH HINDU TEMPLE FESTIVAL 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/KERALA_PARISH_CELEBRATES_CHURCH_FEAST_JOINTLY_WITH_HINDU_TEMPLE_FESTIVAL.doc
LOTUS AND THE CROSS-THE HINDUISATION OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN INDIA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/LOTUS_AND_THE_CROSS-THE_HINDUISATION_OF_THE_CATHOLIC_CHURCH_IN_INDIA.doc
MANGALSUTRA-INDIAN OR HINDU?
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MANGALSUTRA-INDIAN_OR_HINDU.doc
MAY CATHOLICS CELEBRATE THE FESTIVAL OF HOLI? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MAY_CATHOLICS_CELEBRATE_THE_FESTIVAL_OF_HOLI.doc
MAY CATHOLICS CELEBRATE THE HARVEST FESTIVAL OF PONGAL? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MAY_CATHOLICS_CELEBRATE_THE_HARVEST_FESTIVAL_OF_PONGAL.doc
MAY PRIESTS WEAR A SHAWL WHILE CELEBRATING HOLY MASS? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MAY_PRIESTS_WEAR_A_SHAWL_WHILE_CELEBRATING_HOLY_MASS.doc
MOTHER TERESA AT PRAYER IN A BUDDHIST TEMPLE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/MOTHER_TERESA_AT_PRAYER_IN_A_BUDDHIST_TEMPLE.doc
NBCLC-HARBINGER OF THE INDIAN RITE MASS AND LITURGICAL ABUSE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NBCLC-HARBINGER_OF_THE_INDIAN_RITE_MASS_AND_LITURGICAL_ABUSE.doc
PAGANIZATION OF THE CHURCH IN INDIA 01 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PAGANIZATION_OF_THE_CHURCH_IN_INDIA_01.doc
PAGANIZATION OF THE CHURCH IN INDIA 02 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PAGANIZATION_OF_THE_CHURCH_IN_INDIA_02.doc
PAGANIZATION OF THE CHURCH IN INDIA-RESPONSES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PAGANIZATION_OF_THE_CHURCH_IN_INDIA-RESPONSES.doc
PILAR PRIESTS CELEBRATE INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY-GOA ARCHBISHOP ENDORSES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PILAR_PRIESTS_CELEBRATE_INTERNATIONAL_YOGA_DAY-GOA_ARCHBISHOP_ENDORSES.doc
PILAR SEMINARY, GOA-SYNCRETISM AND NEW AGE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PILAR_SEMINARY_GOA-SYNCRETISM_AND_NEW_AGE.doc
RANGOLI AND KOLAM DRAWINGS ARE BASED ON SUPERSTITIOUS BELIEFS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RANGOLI_AND_KOLAM_DRAWINGS_ARE_BASED_ON_SUPERSTITIOUS_BELIEFS.doc
RUDRAKSHA BEADS AND THE HINDU DEITY SHIVA 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RUDRAKSHA_BEADS_AND_THE_HINDU_DEITY_SHIVA.doc 

SONIA GANDHI-CATHOLIC OR HINDU? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SONIA_GANDHI-CATHOLIC_OR_HINDU.doc
SHOULD CATHOLICS PERFORM BHARATANATYAM-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SHOULD_CATHOLICS_PERFORM_BHARATANATYAM-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc 
THE GOLDEN SHEAF-A COLLECTION OF ARTICLES DEALING WITH ECCLESIASTICAL ABERRATIONS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_GOLDEN_SHEAF-A_COLLECTION_OF_ARTICLES_DEALING_WITH_ECCLESIASTICAL_ABERRATIONS.doc
THE HINDUISATION OF MUSIC IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_HINDUISATION_OF_MUSIC_IN_THE_CATHOLIC_CHURCH.doc 

THE HINDUISATION OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH-IMAGES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_HINDUISATION_OF_THE_CATHOLIC_CHURCH-IMAGES.doc
THE ONGOING ROBBERY OF FAITH-FR P K GEORGE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_ONGOING_ROBBERY_OF_FAITH-FR_P_K_GEORGE.doc
THE PAGANISATION OF THE LITURGY IN INDIA-C B ANDRADE 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_PAGANISATION_OF_THE_LITURGY_IN_INDIA-C_B_ANDRADE.doc
THE PAGANIZED CATHOLIC CHURCH IN INDIA-VICTOR J F KULANDAY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_PAGANIZED_CATHOLIC_CHURCH_IN_INDIA-VICTOR_J_F_KULANDAY.doc
THE SQUATTING INDIAN RITE MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_SQUATTING_INDIAN_RITE_MASS.doc 

THE TWELVE POINTS OF ADAPTATION FOR THE INDIAN RITE MASS-WAS A FRAUD PERPETRATED ON INDIAN CATHOLICS?  

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_TWELVE_POINTS_OF_ADAPTATION_FOR_THE_INDIAN_RITE_MASS-WAS_A_FRAUD_PERPETRATED_ON_INDIAN_CATHOLICS.doc
THE WILFUL MISINTERPRETATION OF CHURCH DOCUMENTS BY INCULTURATIONIST THEOLOGIANS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_WILFUL_MISINTERPRETATION_OF_CHURCH_DOCUMENTS_BY_INCULTURATIONIST_THEOLOGIANS.doc
WAS JESUS A YOGI? SYNCRETISM AND INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE-ERROL FERNANDES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WAS_JESUS_A_YOGI_SYNCRETISM_AND_INTERRELIGIOUS_DIALOGUE-ERROL_FERNANDES.doc
WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF NAMASTE AND ANJALI HASTA?

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHAT_IS_THE_SIGNIFICANCE_OF_NAMASTE_AND_ANJALI_HASTA.doc 

WHAT DOES THE KUTHU VILAKKU OIL LAMP SIGNIFY?

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHAT_DOES_THE_KUTHU_VILAKKU_OIL_LAMP_SIGNIFY.doc 
WHY INDIAN CATHOLICS DO NOT WANT AN INDIAN POPE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHY_INDIAN_CATHOLICS_DO_NOT_WANT_AN_INDIAN_POPE.doc
For more information, especially on the “OM” symbol and mantra chant and on Yoga, visit our web site.
