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According to the Qur’an, who are the people of the Book?
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By Dr. Labib, Undated
The Qur’an mentions the people of the Book. Who are they? 
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Dr. Labib: 
	The people of the book? People of the book, according to the Quran, are the Jews and the Christians. You know, and when you read the Quran, you will see that the Quran has two stages. When Mohammed was at Mecca, in the beginning of his religion, and then when he migrated to Medina. When he was at Mecca, he was weak, and because of that you see many revelations in the Quran, that will praise Christians and Jews. When he migrated to Medina, and he had a strong army, he destroyed the Jews in Medina, he destroyed the Christians, and that was the end of the story. That was, I think, as one of his relatives had said, when they saw the army of the sand coming to Mecca, at the end of the life of Mohammed, someone was standing there and said, "Look at the prophethood of Mohammed." And his relatives said, "He is really a genius, but prophethood, I doubt it!" That was that, you see. So when we read in history, and we'll be fair with history, we will see that Islam is not a divine religion. The only satisfaction anybody could find is in Jesus Christ and in him alone.
	 

References about killing the Jews and the Christians

	References
References about verses that talk about killing the Jews and the Christians
1- The Quran At-Taubah 9:29-30
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009.029 
YUSUFALI: Fight those who believe not in Allah nor the Last Day, nor hold that forbidden which hath been forbidden by Allah and His Messenger, nor acknowledge the religion of Truth, (even if they are) of the People of the Book, until they pay the Jizya with willing submission, and feel themselves subdued. 
PICKTHAL: Fight against such of those who have been given the Scripture as believe not in Allah nor the Last Day, and forbid not that which Allah hath forbidden by His messenger, and follow not the Religion of Truth, until they pay the tribute readily, being brought low. 


SHAKIR: Fight those who do not believe in Allah, nor in the latter day, nor do they prohibit what Allah and His Messenger have prohibited, nor follow the religion of truth, out of those who have been given the Book, until they pay the tax in acknowledgment of superiority and they are in a state of subjection.
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009.030 
YUSUFALI: The Jews call 'Uzair a son of Allah, and the Christians call Christ the son of Allah. That is a saying from their mouth; (in this) they but imitate what the unbelievers of old used to say. Allah's curse be on them: how they are deluded away from the Truth! 
PICKTHAL: And the Jews say: Ezra is the son of Allah, and the Christians say: The Messiah is the son of Allah. That is their saying with their mouths. They imitate the saying of those who disbelieved of old. Allah (Himself) fighteth against them. How perverse are they! 
SHAKIR: And the Jews say: Uzair is the son of Allah; and the Christians say: The Messiah is the son of Allah; these are the words of their mouths; they imitate the saying of those who disbelieved before; may Allah destroy them; how they are turned away!

 

2- The Quran: Al-Baqara 2:193
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002.193 
YUSUFALI: And fight them on until there is no more Tumult or oppression, and there prevail justice and faith in Allah; but if they cease, Let there be no hostility except to those who practise oppression. 
PICKTHAL: And fight them until persecution is no more, and religion is for Allah. But if they desist, then let there be no hostility except against wrong-doers. 
SHAKIR: And fight with them until there is no persecution, and religion should be only for Allah, but if they desist, then there should be no hostility except against the oppressors. 

 

3- The Quran: Al-Anfal 8:12-14
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008.012 
YUSUFALI: Remember thy Lord inspired the angels (with the message): "I am with you: give firmness to the Believers: I will instil terror into the hearts of the Unbelievers: smite ye above their necks and smite all their finger-tips off them." 
PICKTHAL: When thy Lord inspired the angels, (saying): I am with you. So make those who believe stand firm. I will throw fear into the hearts of those who disbelieve. Then smite the necks and smite of them each finger. 
SHAKIR: When your Lord revealed to the angels: I am with you, therefore make firm those who believe. I will cast terror into the hearts of those who disbelieve. Therefore strike off their heads and strike off every fingertip of them.
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008.013 
YUSUFALI: This because they contended against Allah and His Messenger: If any contend against Allah and His Messenger, Allah is strict in punishment. 
PICKTHAL: That is because they opposed Allah and His messenger. Whoso opposeth Allah and His messenger, (for him) lo! Allah is severe in punishment. 
SHAKIR: This is because they acted adversely to Allah and His Messenger; and whoever acts adversely to Allah and His Messenger-- then surely Allah is severe in requiting (evil).
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008.014 
YUSUFALI: Thus (will it be said): "Taste ye then of the (punishment): for those who resist Allah, is the penalty of the Fire." 
PICKTHAL: That (is the award), so taste it, and (know) that for disbelievers is the torment of the Fire. 
SHAKIR: This-- taste it, and (know) that for the unbelievers is the chastisement of fire.
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