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The Word of Faith/Positive Confession – as applied to prosperity and healing
http://www.inplainsite.org/html/word_of_faith.html 
 If the New Age movement is the greatest threat to evangelical Christianity from without, the word-faith/positive confession movement is its greatest threat from within. This is not entirely true. The Word of Faith movement IS the New Age movement... with a few Christian terms and concepts sprinkled in for to keep it believable.
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But even if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach a gospel to you other than what we preached to you, let him be accursed. Galatians 1:8.
Introduction: 
I have heard it said... that if the New Age movement is the greatest threat to evangelical Christianity from without, the Word-Faith/Positive Confession movement is its greatest threat from within. This is not entirely accurate. The Word of Faith movement IS the New Age movement... with a few Christian terms and concepts sprinkled in to keep it believable. It is a not an honest doctrinal difference among orthodox believers, but a confrontation between the gospel preached by the Lord Jesus Christ and another gospel. The Prosperity Doctrine (also known as the Health and Wealth gospel or the prosperity gospel) is nothing but the Word-Faith/Positive Confession movement... applied to finances. Healing ministries are all too often the Word-Faith/Positive Confession doctrine applied to healing. 

Does God Want Us To Be Rich?
http://www.inplainsite.org/html/prosperity_doctrine_index.html 
It is deeply alarming that most Christians seem to be blissfully unaware of the fact that the principles of the Word-Faith movement being trumpeted from pulpits across the land, not only stems from the same occult sources as the spiritual movement known as "New Thought", but uses exactly the same terminology and techniques. The non-believing world claims that there are spiritual "laws" which people can learn to use on their behalf. However the Word Faith group, claiming to be Christian, have to somehow "Christianize" the concepts and add God into the mixture. But since the Biblical God does not fit this mold, they completely reinvent Him in an image that conforms to their beliefs, teaching that the power of faith is a force… one that can even twist God's arm.  This in spite of the fact that a) there are no clear examples of Positive Confession in the Scriptures, b) The texts quoted over and over again by the Word of Faith teachers are usually taken way out of context and therefore do not prove their point, c) The Scriptures refute the general principles behind the beliefs and teachings of the Prosperity Doctrine camp and d) The teaching that believers are to confess rather than to pray for things which God has promised is contradicted by the Bible. But make no mistake... the secular world, by learning and applying certain principles, can and does match, or even exceed, the gain that "Christian" ministers promise. And we are to believe that this is from God?
Section I
Introduction and Origins
http://www.inplainsite.org/html/prosperity_doctrine_1.html 
What is the Prosperity Doctrine?
The Prosperity Doctrine (also known as the health and wealth gospel or the prosperity gospel) is nothing but the Word-Faith/Positive Confession movement... applied to finances.

It is the doctrinal belief subscribed to by millions of Christians, centered around the idea that although Christians should keep one eye on Heaven, the good news is that God doesn't want His people to wait until then to inherit His blessings. God, who loves His followers, doesn't want those followers to be broke. He wants believers to wear the best clothing, drive the best cars, and have the best of everything in this life, provided they claim these blessing for themselves through positive confessions of faith and the 'sowing of seeds' (tithes and offerings). 


'Positive and Negative Confession' 
Since, according to this view, what a person says determines what he will receive and what he will become, great significance is attached to the spoken word which, if repeated often enough, will produce enough faith to procure the desired blessing. 

On the other hand, the believer who acknowledges the negative is guilty of a self-fulfilling prophecy. In other words he will be sick only if he confesses he is sick, and will be poor if he confesses he is poor. Prosperity teachers instruct believers to start confessing that they already have whatever it is that they want, even though it has not yet become a reality. If a person wants money, he is to confess that he has money even if he is yet poor as the proverbial church mouse. If he wants healing he has to confess that he is already healed even though he may yet be unable to get out of his wheelchair. 

Although Prosperity theology is most commonly found in Charismatic and Pentecostal churches, it is certainly not confined to any denomination, but has wormed it's way, to one extent or another, into a huge number of evangelical churches. Very few of these churches actually seem to have the word prosperity in their Statements of Faith or Mission Statements, however material gain is a key part of their doctrine and they spend an inordinate amount of time talking about it. 

While it is understandable that money is of much importance to governments (a whole other topic), the reason to exist for corporations and a major concern to secular society at large, the fact that the accumulation of it is the core doctrine of so many evangelical churches is a cause for great concern. That Christians are being taught that the poor among us are poor because they lack faith, that poverty is of the devil or, even worse, giving you last dollar to a fast talking ‘tele-evangelist’ will guarantee getting 100 fold back. 

Certainly this doctrine has much going for it in the realm of marketability. Who doesn't want, at the very least, a life free of problems and ill health? Financial freedom, prosperity, health and success can seem very enticing indeed. And, what better way could there possibly be to get all these wonderful things we want than by evoking the power of the Living God to obtain them. How easy it is to fall into the age-old trap of seeking to satisfy our own lusts using ‘Biblical’ precepts and finding ways to prove that, in fact, God supports our desires.


Does God Want You to Be Rich?
The sheer number of churches preaching the Prosperity doctrine, and the size of some of those involved, drew the attention of Time Magazine not so long ago. Their September 2006 cover story called “Does God Want You to Be Rich?" featured a picture of a Rolls Royce grille with a chrome cross hood ornament, which was described by Albert Mohler (ninth president of Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky) as "fair, balanced, and devastating". Time Magazine stated that, according to their own poll... 

17% of Christians surveyed said they considered themselves part of such a movement, while a full 61% believed that God wants people to be prosperous. And 31%--a far higher percentage than there are Pentecostals in America--agreed that if you give your money to God, God will bless you with more money. [1]

The write-up begins with a story about one George Adams who lost his job at an Ohio tile factory in October of 2005. Upon which "the most practical thing he did" was "go to a new church", moving his family, including four preteen boys, to a suburb of Houston from where he attended Joel Osteen's mega Lakewood Church.

Inspired by the preacher's insistence that one of God's top priorities is to shower blessings on Christians in this lifetime--and by the corollary assumption that one of the worst things a person can do is to expect anything less--Adams marched into Gullo Ford in Conroe looking for work.

And, to cut a long story short, it wasn't long before Adams retailed his first car and was soon on his way to a six-figure income. The sales commission helped pay the rent, but as the story goes…
Adams hates renting. Once that six-figure income has been rolling in for a while, he will buy his dream house: "Twenty-five acres," he says. "And three bedrooms. We're going to have a schoolhouse (his children are home schooled). We want horses and ponies for the boys, so a horse barn. And a pond. And maybe some cattle." [2]


Origins of the Prosperity Gospel
In the words of journalist Hanna Rosin

Many of the terms and concepts used by prosperity preachers today date back to Oral Roberts, a poor farmer's son turned Pentecostal preacher... In the late 1940s, Roberts claimed his Bible flipped open to the Third Epistle of John, verse 2: “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health. Even as thy soul prospereth.” 
Soon Roberts developed his famous concept of seed faith, still popular today. If people would donate money to his ministry, a "seed" offered to God, he’d say, then God would multiply it a hundredfold. Eventually, Roberts retreated into a life that revolved around private jets and country clubs. [3]

Oral Roberts was soon followed by a parade of slick, silver-tongued, ostentatious preachers on Christian television, not the least of whom were Jimmy Swaggart and Jim and Tammy Faye Bakker. However, like most or all heresies, it went underground for a while. Then spurred on by a host of wolves on TBN, and books such as Joel Osteen's Your Best Life Now (reputed to have sold some four million copies), the movement rapidly made its way from "out in left field" into more conservative mainstream churches and denominations. 


New Thought
While there is no question that Oral Roberts, one of the most recognizable and controversial religious leaders of the 20th century, was instrumental in bringing American Pentecostalism into the mainstream, the Positive Confession doctrine did not originate with him, but has it's roots deep in the world of the occult...New Thought or Science of Mind to be precise.

Kenneth Hagin:
The founding father of the Faith movement is commonly held to be Kenneth Erwin Hagin, who's teachings on faith, healing, and prosperity have underscored almost every major Faith ministry. Even the other heavyweights of the Faith movement readily admit that Hagin's teaching and leadership was the key to both the success of the movement and their own personal success. However Hagin's theology can be traced directly to one Kenyon, whose writings predate Hagin's by more than thirty years. As said by D.R. McConnell in his book From A Different Gospel... Hagin "plagiarized Kenyon both repeatedly and extensively". In fact "In many instances, Hagin has, indeed, copied word-for-word without documentation from Kenyon's writings". Mr. McConnell shows any number of passages which are identical between Kenyon and Hagin's books. Excerpts of the book including some comparisons can be read at the following URL... The True Father of the Modern Faith Movement. http://www.mtio.com/articles/bissar51.htm 
However one has to dig a little further.. If Kenneth Hagin, the father of the faith movement extensively plagiarized E.W. Kenyon, the question has to be asked as to where Kenyon learned his theology. Sadly it was not the Bible and only the Bible.

E.W. Kenyon: 
In 1892, E.W. Kenyon moved to Boston, soon thereafter he enrolled at Emerson College of Oratory, by which time the religion of its founder Charles Emerson "was a veritable smorgasbord of the sources underlying New Thought metaphysics: Platonism, Swedenborgianism, Unitarianism, and Emersonian Transcendentalism.” In fact Charles Emerson is on record as being a member of the Mother Church of Christian Science from 1903 to 1908. As said by pastor David Cloud...

Though Kenyon claimed to be opposed to the New Thought cults and though he claimed to derive his teaching strictly from the Bible, there is no question that he incorporated many New Thought ideas into his doctrine. Like New Thought, Kenyon taught that the spiritual is the cause of all physical effects and that positive confession has the power to create its own reality. [4]. 


And what is New Thought? 
While the majority of people may be unable to define New Thought, hundreds of thousands are increasingly becoming influenced by it, since it is the cornerstone for most of the formulas for happy and successful living. Wikipedia defines it so... (Note that this exactly same definition can be found on numerous New Thought web sites. See List of New Thought denominations and independent centers on Wikipedia)

The New Thought Movement or New Thought is a spiritual movement which developed in the United States during the late 19th century and emphasizes metaphysical beliefs. It consists of a loosely allied group of religious denominations, secular membership organizations, authors, philosophers, and individuals who share a set of metaphysical beliefs concerning the effects of positive thinking, the law of attraction, healing, life force, creative visualization, and personal power. 

Reduced it to its essentials, New Thought very simply believes that your thoughts play a crucial role in the kind of life you experience.

Sound familiar?

It is deeply alarming that most Christians seem to be blissfully unaware of the fact that the theology of the Word-Faith movement being trumpeted from pulpits across the land stems from the same sources as Christian Science, New Thought/New Age, Unity School of Christianity...with little to distinguish between them. 

[Tracing this unholy genealogy can be a daunting, time consuming task. The chart on this page should make it a little easier and, hopefully, prove enlightening. See Roots of Evil: http://www.inplainsite.org/html/roots_of_evil.html: Rick Warren, Norman Vincent Peale, Bernie Siegel, Robert Schuller – A Course in Miracles, Napoleon Hill, Agnes Sanford, etc]

Charles and Myrtle Fillmore founders of the Unity School of Christianity (a church within the New Thought movement) were students of Phineas Parkhurst Quimby, a 19th century (1802–66) metaphysician and inventor and the earliest identifiable proponent of what came to be known as New Thought. Myrtle Fillmore was also a follower of Mary Baker Eddy, the founder of Christian Science, who was likewise influenced by Quimby. Unity, therefore, was birthed by the Fillmores, but its roots go back to directly to Mary Baker Eddy and both directly and indirectly to Phineas Quimby. 
As early as 1936 Charles Fillmore (1854 – 1948), known for his contributions to metaphysical interpretations of Biblical scripture, brashly adapted the Twenty-Third Psalm.

The Lord is my banker; my credit is good. 

He maketh me realize the consciousness of omnipresent abundance; 

He giveth me the key to His strongbox. 

He restoreth my faith in His riches; 

He guideth me in the paths of prosperity for His name's sake. 

Yea, though I walk in the very shadow of debt, 

I shall fear no evil, for Thou art with me; 

Thy silver and Thy gold, they secure me. 

Thou preparest a way for me in the presence of the collector; 

Thou fillest my wallet with plenty; my measure runneth over. 

Surely goodness and plenty will follow me 

all the days of my life. 

And I shall do business in the name of the Lord forever. [5]

But let’s take it a step further and...


Compare The Methodology / Technique 
Below are 17 quotes from different sources, roughly divided into three groups. 

The First Group refers to "seeing" what it is you wish to achieve. While all the statements in this group outline exactly the same concept, note carefully the identical wording "conceive and believe" in the first three quotes. How this happened will be addressed a little later on 

A)...the first step to living at your full potential is to enlarge your vision... you must start looking at life through eyes of faith, seeing yourself rising to new levels. See your business taking off. See your marriage restored. See your family prospering. See your dreams coming to pass. You must conceive it and believe it is possible if you ever hope to experience it. 

B) "Whatever the mind of man can conceive and believe, it can achieve." 

C) "What the mind can conceive and believe, and the heart desire, you can achieve." 

D) Believe it in your heart; say it with your mouth. That is the principle of faith. You can have what you say. 

E) To conceive it, you must have an image on the inside of the life you want to live on the outside. This image has to become a part of you, in your thoughts, your conversation, deep down in your subconscious mind, in your actions, in every part of your being. 

F) The reason visualization is so powerful is because as you create pictures in your mind of seeing yourself with what it is you want you are generating thoughts and feelings of having it now 

G) Everything that's coming into your life you are attracting into your life. And it's attracted to you by virtue of the images you're holding in your mind. It's what you're thinking. Whatever is going on in your mind you are attracting to you. 

H) What you keep before your eyes will affect you. You will produce what you're continually seeing in your mind. If you foster an image of defeat and failure, they you're going to live that kind of life. But if you develop an image of victory, success, health abundance joy peace and happiness, nothing on earth will be able to hold those things from you. 

I) "... we are masters of our fate because we are masters, first of our attitudes. Our attitudes shape our future. This is a universal law. The poet should have told us with great emphasis that this law works whether the attitudes are destructive or constructive. The law states that we translate into physical reality the thoughts and attitudes we hold in our minds, no matter what they are. We translate into reality thoughts of poverty just as quickly as we do thoughts of riches. 


The Second Group refers to negative thoughts and confessions or "wrong thinking".

J) Too many times we get stuck in a rut, thinking we've reached our limits. We don't really stretch our faith; we don't believe for anything bigger. But God wants us to constantly be increasing, to be rising to new heights. He wants to increase you in His wisdom and help you to make better decisions. God wants to increase you financially, by giving you promotions, fresh ideas, and creativity. 

K) Don't blame God for your lack of success. Like S.B. Fuller you can develop a burning desire to succeed. How? Keep your minds on the things you want and off the things you don't want. 

L) The Scripture says that God wants to pour out “His far and beyond favor.”  God wants this to be the best time of your life. But if you are going to receive this favor, you must enlarge your vision. You can't go around thinking negative, defeated, limiting thoughts. Well, I've gone as far as my education will allow. Or, I've had this sickness for years. I guess it's my lot in life. 
M) "I was raised in the slums and that's something you can never get out of your system". "I only had a grammar school education". These people are all saying, in essence, that the world has given them a raw deal...They start out with a negative mental attitude. And, of course, with that attitude they are handicapped. 

N) "Your own wrong thinking can keep you from God's best" 

O) If you are thinking thoughts of defeat, I urge you to rid yourself of such thoughts, for as you think defeat you tend to get it. 

The Third Group speaks about 'daily practices'.

P) Each morning before you get out of bed, make it a habit to feel the feelings of gratitude in advance for the great day ahead, as though it is done. 

Q) I had actually made a hundred-thousand-dollar bill that I'd put on the ceiling. So first thing in the morning I'd look up and there it was, and it would remind me that this was my intention. 

R) Each day you must choose to live with an attitude that expects good things to happen to you. The Bible says, "Set your mind and keep it set on the higher things." When you get up in the morning, the first thing you should do is set your mind in the right direction. Say something such as "This is going to be a great day. God is guiding and directing my steps. His favor is surrounding me. 

S) Repeat this program night and morning until you can see, (in your imagination) the money you intend to accumulate. 

Although you probably haven't seen much difference between them, the above quoted some from widely differing sources... from the pulpit of one of America's most populous churches to the mouths of devils incarnate. 


Group 1
A, E and H are statements made by Joel Osteen in his immensely popular book Your Best Life Now 7 Steps to Living at Your Full Potential published by FaithWords in August 20, 2007. Quotes are from pages 4-7. 

B is from Page 15 of Napoleon Hill and Clement W Stone's runaway bestseller Think and Grow Rich (Ballantine Books. May 12, 1987). In fact this phrase is one of Hill's hallmark expressions.

C is by Norman Vincent Peale. Positive Imaging: The Powerful Way to Change Your Life. Page 42. Ballantine Books (August 27, 1996)

D is by Kenneth Hagin. You Can Have What You Say. Tulsa Faith Library. 1979. Page 14. 

F is by Rhonda Byrnes author of The Secret. Page 81. Atria Books/Beyond Words; First Edition (November 28, 2006) [See The Secret http://www.inplainsite.org/html/the_secret.html]
G is a statement made by Prentice Mulford...a pioneer of New Thought. Quoted in The Secret by Rhonda Byrnes. Page 4. Atria Books/Beyond Words; First Edition (November 28, 2006)]

I is by Napoleon Hill and Clement W Stone in the Success Through a Positive Mental Attitude (Simon and Schuster, 2007, Page 7), which was a sequel to Think and Grow Rich.

Group 2
J, Land N) are from Joel Osteen's Your Best Life Now: 7 Steps to Living at Your Full Potential. Pages 4-5 and 18. FaithWords (August 20, 2007)

K is by Napoleon Hill and Clement W Stone's Success Through a Positive Mental Attitude. Simon and Schuster, 2007.  Page 18 

M is also from Napoleon Hill and Clement W Stone's Success Through a Positive Mental Attitude. Page 24. Pocket (June 12, 2007)

O is by Norman Vincent Peale in his ever popular book... The Power of Positive Thinking [Paperback] Fireside; First Fireside edition (March 12, 2003) Page 102] [More about Norman Vincent Peale: http://www.inplainsite.org/html/norman_vincent_peale.html] 

Group 3
P and Q) Rhonda Byrnes, The Secret. Atria Books/Beyond Words; First Edition (November 28, 2006). Pages 80 and 96 respectively.  [See The Secret]
R) Joel Osteen. Your Best Life Now: 7 Steps to Living at Your Full Potential. Page 13. FaithWords (August 20, 2007)

S) Napoleon Hill and Clement W Stone. Think and Grow Rich. Page 62. Ballantine Books. May 12, 1987) 


'Christianizing' Occult Concepts
It is truly amazing that both the secular world and professing church claim almost exactly the same thing, which is that there are spiritual "laws" which people can learn to use on their behalf.  These laws, which will work for anyone regardless of their religious beliefs (or even lack of) are referred to in different terms. 

New Agers refer to this law as the "law of attraction" as amply demonstrated in The Secret. 

The Business World is more familiar with the term "the power of positive thinking" courtesy Dr. Norman Vincent Peale.  

In Witchcraft, the phrase "as above, so below" comes from the beginning of The Emerald Tablet, one of most revered magical documents in Western occultism. In essence the phrase means... as it is in the spiritual, so it is in the natural. 

It take but half an eye to see the similarities between all these doctrines, however it has to be especially noted that the single largest common factor between the Word Faith teachings in the church and the occult teachings without is that… whether it applies to finances, health or anything else people are taught that they have to speak of whatever situation they want to see come about as if it already exists, not as it presently is in real life. 

What believers do not realize is that there is a very good reason for this… a reason that has its feet firmly set in the world of the occult, which believes that the physical is either an illusion or is ruled by the spiritual. Man and God are counterparts of each other and the lower is ruled by the higher.... "as above, so below".  All systems of magic claim to function by this formula.
However since the Word Faith group claim to be Christian they have to “Christianize” the concepts and somehow add God into the mixture. But since the Biblical God does not fit this mold, they completely reinvent Him in an image that conforms to their beliefs, teaching that the power of faith is a force… one that can even twist God's arm. [some Christians have been known to use the term "laws of faith"]

Note: The Message, Eugene Peterson's translation of the Bible into Contemporary Language, became wildly popular and was even the first Bible version that Rick Warren quoted in The Purpose-Driven Life. In Peterson's paraphrase of the Lord’s Prayer, he uses the term "as above, so below" instead of "Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven". [See The Message: http://www.inplainsite.org/html/new_age_and_the_message.html#MNA]

Napoleon Hill and Clement Stone
Note that of the above 17 quotes five or almost a third, were from two separate books by Napoleon Hill and Clement W Stone. Think and Grow Rich is still in print in several versions, and has sold more than 30 million copies while Success Through a Positive Mental Attitude, among several other books, was written as a sequel. Note that in the preface to the original edition of Think and Grow Rich Hill refers to his method as a "secret" and a "magic formula". This "magic formula" has been used to some extent or another by virtually every motivational guru ever since they were published.

While it is reasonably certain that Kenneth Hagin was indirectly influenced by metaphysical sources, what is truly mind boggling is that the books by Napoleon Hill and Clement W Stone's were channelled. 


Napoleon Hill's "Invisible Counselors" 
Think and Grow Rich which is still in print in several versions, and has sold more than 30 million copies was inspired by a group of men whose lives and life-works Hill said had been most impressive to him. These men were Emerson, Paine, Edison, Darwin, Lincoln, Burbank, Napoleon, Ford, and Carnegie. Hill stated that he followed the habit of re-shaping his own character, by trying to imitate them. Which sound perfectly innocent so far. But... 

Every night, over a long period of years, Hill held an imaginary Council meeting with this group whom he called his "Invisible Counselors." After some months of this nightly procedure, Hill says he "was astounded by the discovery that these imaginary figures became, apparently real". 

Each of these nine men developed individual characteristics, which surprised me. For example, Lincoln developed the habit of always being late, then walking around in solemn parade. When he came, he walked very slowly, with his hands clasped behind him, and once in a while, he would stop as he passed, and rest his hand, momentarily, upon my shoulder... Burbank and Paine often indulged in witty repartee which seemed, at times, to shock the other members of the cabinet. One night Paine suggested that I prepare a lecture on "The Age of Reason," and deliver it from the pulpit of a church which I formerly attended. Many around the table laughed heartily at the suggestion. Not Napoleon! He drew his mouth down at the corners and groaned so loudly that all turned and looked at him with amazement. [6]

Now either Hill was stark raving mad, or these were not the "imaginary" figures that he maintained they were. 

What is certain is that by 1967, when Hill published Grow Rich With Peace of Mind he had graduated from talking to an "imaginary cabinet" to talking with actual unseen beings. In Grow Rich With Peace of Mind, Hill says unseen friends hovered about him, and that was being watched by them. He says he discovered this when a voice spoke to him telling him that it had come "from the Great School of the Masters" to give Hill one more section to include in his book. The disembodied voice said it belonged to the "Council of Thirty Three who serve the Great School and its initiates on the physical plane" (pages 158 to 162)

So Hill's journey into communication with the spirit realm apparently began at least as early as 1937 and continued until for at least 30 years... apparently getting more and more intense. [I Strongly Suggest You Read the Rest of the Story of Napoleon Hill and The Council of Thirty-Three] 
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Section II
The whole Counsel of God
http://www.inplainsite.org/html/prosperity_doctrine_2.html 
What it means
As the Time Magazine article stated…
Prosperity's defenders claim to be able to match their critics chapter and verse. [7]

...which is not the point. 

It is simply not good enough to do what Copeland and the other prosperity teachers do, which is to camp on their pet verses and tell their gullible audiences 'There it is in black and white, so don’t listen to those prophets of doom who want to keep you poor and miserable'. However none of them take the time (or do not have the inclination) to integrate all the verses in the Bible pertaining to the issue.

Sound doctrine cannot be based on isolated proof texts, but can only be developed within the framework of the total teaching of Scripture. One has to take into consideration the 'whole counsel of God', bear in mind that the Bible is an integrated whole, and let Scripture interpret Scripture. Anyone who doesn't do this is not interested in the truth. 

Which bring us to the original question asked by Time Magazine… Does God want us to be wealthy? 

In order to be able to answer this with any degree of Biblical accuracy, we have to consider the whole counsel of God, which means we are going to look at this issue three different ways. 

1) See whether there are any clear examples of Positive Confession in the Scriptures, and, whether or not negative statements really result in negative results.

2a) Since no Biblical author simply strung together a number of lofty sounding phrases disconnected from one another, and each verse is an integral part of a particular point the author was trying to make, we will consider the usual Proof Texts in their context. [See Context Is Crucial].  
2b) When we come across verses where the meaning is obscure or unclear, we are going to interpret them by verses that are plainly written and clearly understood.  

3) We are going to see whether the Scriptures agree with, or refutes, the general principles behind this belief. 


If Positive Confession Is True... The Scriptures Are Full Of Ignorant People
If God wants His followers to be rich and healthy, then it is fair to assume that the giants of the Old Testament, as well as the original disciples and apostles (including Peter and Paul) had to have had at least some idea as to how these blessings of God were to be obtained.  So let’s travel back in time, and see if we can find some evidence of "Positive Confession" in their writings. Also, whether the bedrock principle that negative statements result in negative results, espoused by teachers of Word-Faith, is true.


King Jehoshaphat
When a "great multitude" came against king Jehoshaphat he was so afraid that he called a fast and gathered everyone together to seek God's help (2 Chronicles 20:2-4). In his prayer he admitted they had no might against the great company that had come against them, and did not know what to do. Their only hope was in the Lord who had promised them this land. (20:12)

Apparently his 'negative confession' did not have an adverse effect on the situation, since the Lord spoke through several people saying

Fear not ye, neither be dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God's...Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of the Lord with you, O Judah and Jerusalem; fear not, nor be dismayed: tomorrow go out against them: for the Lord is with you. (Vs. 15,17)

Which is exactly what happened. The enemy alliance turned on each other and utterly destroyed themselves. [Vs. 22-25]


David Prayer for his Baby
In 2 Samuel 12 the Lord told David that the child born to him, as a result of his adulterous affair with Bathsheba, would die. This because, as the Lord said, he (David) has given occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme (V.14). As any parent would be, David was grief stricken when the child became ill. However, he did not rebuke the illness, nor claim any healing miracles. Recognizing that God's will in the matter would prevail David, as verse 16 tells us, "besought God for the child" and fasted, and "lay all night upon the earth".  

'Then his servants said to him, "What is this that you have done? You fasted and wept for the child while he was alive, but when the child died, you arose and ate food." So he said, "While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, Who can tell whether the Lord will be gracious to me, that the child may live? But now he is dead; why should I fast? Can I bring him back again?"' (Verses 21-23) 

The Hebrew word bâqash translated into the English besought, is defined by Strong's as to search out (by any method; specifically in worship or prayer)... by implication to strive after: ask, beg, beseech, desire, request etc.


Elijah and the Widow's Son 
1 Kings 17:17-24 records the incident of a widow's son who died of a serious illness... 

'Now it happened after these things that the son of the woman who owned the house became sick. And his sickness was so serious that there was no breath left in him' (Verse 17)
The woman was obviously deeply grieved about this, but what was Elijah's reaction? 

'The he cried out to the Lord and said, "O Lord my God, have You also brought tragedy on the widow with whom I lodge, by killing her son?" And he stretched himself out on the child three times, and cried out to the Lord and said, "O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this child's soul come back to him."' (Verses 20-21) 

While we do not know why Elijah stretched himself out upon the child' three times, we do know that he did not claim healing but instead urgently petitioned the Lord for the life of the boy. He did not employ 'positive confession' for the boy, nor 'claim' him back, but simply pleaded with God for healing. 

And the Lord hearkened unto the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him again, and he revived. [1Kings 17:22] 

No name it… claim it here.


The 'Hall of Faith' in Hebrews
Those that claim the problems that believers face in this life can be ascribed to a lack of sufficient faith, flatly contradict the Scriptures that often greatly commends those that suffered because of what they believed. Take for example the following verses in the book of Hebrews that speak extremely highly of countless people of the Old Testament that suffered tremendously, and even died for the faith.... 

And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthah; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.

Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: and others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: they were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; of whom the world was not worthy: they wandered in deserts, and in mountains and in dens and caves of the earth.

And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect. [Hebrews 11:32-40] Emphasis Added.

This same thought is seen in Hebrews 11:13, which says that these people did not even belong here on earth, but were passing through... 

"These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth". 

While the author of Hebrews speaks of the heroes of the Old Testament, after the time of Christ the fledgling church was subject to much persecution. Most of the original twelve disciples, plus countless other believers including Paul and Steven, were martyred for their faith.


The New Testament
The Loaves and Fishes
In Luke 9 and the parallel account in Matthew 14, the disciples told Jesus that it was late and perhaps time to let the crowds go into the villages to buy food. Jesus' reply was that there was no need for them to go anywhere, then instructed the disciples to feed the multitude. This left the disciples scratching their heads and doing some mental arithmetic, since they only had between them five loaves and two small fish... and were not slow to say so. This account in the Gospel of John has Philip telling Jesus that "Two hundred shillings' worth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one may take a little" [John 6:7] 

Although this will be read as a 'negative confession' by the Name-it-claim-it camp, the disciples were simply stating conditions exactly as they were... rather than pretending they were something else. Which, as we know, led to Jesus performing one of His most amazing miracles, multiplying the loaves and fish to the extent that the entire crowd was well fed. 

John 21:3-6: In this incident it was only after the disciples admitted they had caught no fish that Jesus directed them where to cast their nets, which resulted in a catch so big that it was difficult for them to haul the nets in. (John 21:3-6) 

Apparently negative statements do not always result in negative results. 


Prosperity and The Apostles
If God does want His followers to be rich and healthy, then I am sorry to say that the first disciples of Christ, including Peter and Paul, were not very smart, nor very well informed as to how these blessings of God were to be obtained. Peter, Paul, and even John the Baptist apparently had it all wrong. They could have been living in the lap of luxury, decked in the finest robes, eating the finest food and being pampered by over-made up wives. 

And, if they were that ignorant of doctrine that every single prosperity teacher is well versed in, then why should we assume that they were authorities on any aspect of the Christian faith. What else were they not enlightened about?


John the Baptist
Surely if any man were blessed it would be the one who had the honor of declaring the day of the Messiah to the people of Israel. Jesus called him the greatest of men [Luke 7:28], yet the Bible tells us that …
"... John himself was clothed in camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey" (Matthew 3:4)

Jesus also contrasted John, whom He called "much more than a prophet", with those that live in king's courts, and are richly clothed.

And when the messengers of John were departed, he began to say unto the multitudes concerning John, What went ye out into the wilderness to behold? a reed shaken with the wind? But what went ye out to see? a man clothed in soft raiment? Behold, they that are gorgeously appareled, and live delicately, are in kings' courts. But what went ye out to see? a prophet? Yea, I say unto you, and much more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, Who shall prepare thy way before thee. [Luke 7:24-27]  


Peter
When asked for a coin by a lame man, Peter words to him were... 

Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk. [Acts 3:6] 

Was Peter lying, or did he, in fact, not have any money? And, if not, why not?
 

Paul
The apostle Paul, who received his commission directly from the Lord and was personally responsible for writing the majority of the books of the New Testament was little better. In his first letter to the Corinthians he contrasted the false and self-confident teachers in Corinth with the apostles; in words dripping with irony he told them...

Already are ye filled, already ye are become rich, ye have come to reign without us: yea and I would that ye did reign, that we also might reign with you. spectacle unto the world, both to angels and men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are strong; ye have glory, but we have dishonor. Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwelling-place; and we toil, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we endure; being defamed, we entreat: we are made as the filth of the world, the offscouring of all things, even until now. [1 Corinthians 4:8-13] 

In these verses Paul presents quite a perspective on the lives of the apostles. He says they are fools, weak, without honor, who have few earthly comforts to brag about. They toil with their hands yet are hungry, thirsty, with poor clothing, and no place they can call home. Worse... they are considered the scum of the world. 

And what is it that they do through it all? Make positive confessions? Claim God's Blessings? "See" themselves rising to new levels? 

Actually none of the above! 

The Bible tells us that through it all they endure, bless and entreat. Incidentally the phrase "unto this present hour" indicates that these trials had been unchanged from the beginning of their ministry. 

In his second letter Paul elaborates on their sufferings even further, speaking of being imprisoned and beaten.. having nothing, but making many rich. (Please note that when Paul says they made many rich he was speaking of spiritual riches.. making them rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom).

but in everything commending ourselves, as ministers of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in watchings, in fastings...as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things. [2 Corinthians 6:4-5, 10] 

Even if one were to lay aside all thoughts of wealth and riches, one has to wonder why Paul did not employ positive confession to heal himself. 


Paul's 'Thorn in the Flesh' 
While it is not clear what exactly Paul's thorn in the flesh was (2 Corinthians 12:7) the general consensus of opinion is that it was some kind of chronic, or recurring health issue. Yet, whatever it might have been, Paul did not rebuke the illness or employ positive confession confessing that he was already healed. Rather Paul pleaded with the Lord to remove what ever it was that plagued him... 

'Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me' 
[2 Corinthians 12:8]

But when the Lord told Paul "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Paul said [Emphasis Added]

Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong. [2 Corinthians 12:9-10]


The Book of Acts presents testimony to the fact that members of the earliest church shared all they had with others. 

And all that believed were together, and had all things common; and they sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all, according as any man had need. [Acts 2:44-45]  

And with great power gave the apostles their witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all. For neither was there among them any that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold, and laid them at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made unto each, according as any one had need. [Acts 4:32-35] 
We know that several of the churches went through many financial hardships, yet there is no evidence that Paul or any of the other apostles rebuked these churches for their lack of faith, nor instructed them to make 'positive confessions'. On the contrary Paul often commended various churches for helping to supply the needs of other believers, and for helping him. In both Romans and Corinthians Paul mentions contributions made by each of the churches to the “poor saints” at Jerusalem.  

For it hath been the good pleasure of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor among the saints that are at Jerusalem. [Romans 15:26]

Upon the first day of the week let each one of you lay by him in store, as he may prosper, that no collections be made when I come. And when I arrive, whomsoever ye shall approve, them will I send with letters to carry your bounty unto Jerusalem: [1Corinthians 16:2-3]  

One has to wonder why Paul did not teach those poor believers to stop fostering an "image of defeat and failure", and to start developing "an image of victory, success, health abundance joy peace and happiness". In 2 Corinthians 8:2 Paul praises the Macedonians for abundant giving despite their deep poverty. 

how that in much proof of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality. 

This in basic English reads 

How while they were undergoing every sort of trouble, and were in the greatest need, they took all the greater joy in being able to give freely to the needs of others. [2 Corinthians 8:2. Bible in Basic English]

After saying that although he knew how to be content in whatever state he found himself in, Paul commends the Philippians for their generosity.

Howbeit ye did well that ye had fellowship with my affliction. And ye yourselves also know, ye Philippians, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church had fellowship with me in the matter of giving and receiving but ye only; for even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my need. Not that I seek for the gift; but I seek for the fruit that increaseth to your account. [Philippians 4:14-17] 

Today, a preacher with a (often honorary) degree from Oral Roberts University or Kenneth Hagin's Rhema Bible Training Center thinks they are 'entitled' to innumerable blessings including immense wealth. However if one is to believe that material prosperity is a sign of God's blessings, then the logical assumption is that these preachers are more blessed than the servants of God who wrote the New Testament and on who's shoulders the church was built. They owned nothing and had nothing. Worse... most of them were eventually martyred.  

Besides which


A Perplexing Issue...The Prosperity of Godless People 
The inequality of wealth and the prosperity of godless people has not only been a fact of life for centuries but has, for just as long, perplexed God's people.  As Jeremiah once asked...

"You are always righteous, O LORD, when I bring a case before you. Yet I would speak with you about your justice: Why does the way of the wicked prosper? Why do all the faithless live at ease? You have planted them, and they have taken root; they grow and bear fruit. You are always on their lips but far from their hearts." (Jeremiah 12:1-2)

But what does the Bible say about this? 


Psalm 37
Verse 4 which says "Delight thyself also in Jehovah; and he will give thee the desires of thy heart" is often used by Prosperity teachers to prove their point. 

However if one were to read the Psalm in its entirety, a very different picture emerges. It deals with the frustration of God's people who saw idolaters prosper while they themselves, who worshipped the true God, lived in affliction and slavery. However the psalmist consoles God's people by assuring them that although the wicked are presently flourishing “like a green tree in its native soil” (Vs. 35), their future is not to be envied (Vs. 9-10, 15, 17, 38), since they will be brought down in full view of the righteous whom they have oppressed (Vs. 34)..   

It clearly shows that, in this life, believers can expect basic necessities not, unlimited financial gain. Believers are encouraged to not be envious of the evil-doers but to trust God and do good (Vs.3) delight in Him (Vs.4); commit their ways to Him and trust Him (Vs. 5) and cease from anger, and forsake wrath (Vs. 8). In return God's people are promised food (Vs. 19, 25), God's loyalty (Vs.28), inheritance of the land (Vs. 29), a happy end (Vs. 37) and the Lord's help in salvation from the wicked (Vs. 39-40) 

Psalm 73 
As a whole this psalm too is about the Psalmist's discouragement (and envy) over the prosperity of the wicked whom he says seem to live a trouble free existence. Their strength is firm and they scoff, utter oppressions and speak loftily.  The question in his mind was why God allowed this and whether there was any advantage in being good. However the difficulty was not to be solved by mere human reasoning but by God Himself, and when the psalmist deeply considered the future state of the righteous and the wicked, he realized that he had been extremely short sighted. Although there was presently an unequal distribution of temporal goods, a future judgment was around the corner. These men were standing in slippery places and God would cast them down to destruction. 

Psalm 49 
They that trust in their wealth, and boast themselves in the multitude of their riches; none of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him (Vs. 6-7)... 
Their inward thought is, that their houses shall continue for ever, and their dwelling-places to all generations; They call their lands after their own names (Vs.11)... They are appointed as a flock for Sheol; Death shall be their shepherd; And the upright shall have dominion over them in the morning; And their beauty shall be for Sheol to consume, That there be no habitation for it (Vs.14)... Be not thou afraid when one is made rich, when the glory of his house is increased. For when he dieth he shall carry nothing away; His glory shall not descend after him. He shall go to the generation of his fathers; They shall never see the light (Vs. 16-19)

(It is quite possible that Paul had this Psalm in mind when he told Timothy... "For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain that we can carry nothing out." [I Timothy 6:7]

But what are we to do with the texts quoted over and over again by the Word of Faith teachers that seem to prove their point. Verses that have been taken as keys to the proverbial magic lamp... rub the lamp like so (positive confessions) and the magic genie (God) will appear and grant your every wish. 


Notes 
[7] Time Magazine. Does God Want You To Be Rich? David Van Biema and Jeff Chu Sunday, Sep. 10, 2006. http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1533448-3,00.html 
Section III

Supposed Proof Texts
http://www.inplainsite.org/html/prosperity_doctrine_3.html  
Rhema vs. Logos
Neither Rhema nor Logos are what they are made out to be and are often used interchangeably

But what are we to do with the texts quoted over and over again by the Word of Faith teachers that seem to prove their point. 

Unfortunately these verses have been taken as keys to the proverbial magic lamp… rub the lamp like so (positive confessions) and the magic genie (God) will appear and grant your every wish. However there are two factors to be considered here. 

1) When we come across verses where the meaning is obscure or unclear, we cannot slant them to say whatever it is we would like them to say. We cannot interpret them to prove our preconceived ideas. What we have to do is interpret obscure verses by those that are plainly written and clearly understood. 

2) No Biblical author simply strung together a number of lofty sounding phrases disconnected from one another. Since each verse is an integral part of a particular point the author was trying to make, no one should read, much less base their beliefs on stand alone verses. The reader can only be accurately informed by God's Word the way it is written... in its context. Understanding what the author meant comes not only from the words he wrote, but also by what the overall message of the chapter is intended to convey. [See Context is Crucial: http://www.inplainsite.org/html/context_is_crucial.html ].
For example the signature verse of the Prosperity doctrine could very well be 

John 10:10 
"... I came that they may have life, and may have it abundantly.

As stated in the Time magazine article this passage is quoted "with all earnestness" by Kirbyjon Caldwell, who pastors Windsor Village, the largest (15,000) United Methodist church in the country located in Houston, Texas. [8]


"Abundant Life" in Luke 12
In the case of John 10:10, it is presumed that Jesus is saying that He came so that His followers may not want for anything and have an abundance of the material things of this world. However that Jesus had to be referring to something more than material success in this lifetime is clearly seen if does two things. 1) Break the passage down and 2) Compare it to another statement that Jesus made in the book of Luke when an individual asked Him to intercede with his brother, who was apparently not sharing the inheritance with him. 

"... I came that they may have life (Greek zõé), and may have it abundantly (Greek perissos). [John 10:10]

And one out of the multitude said unto him, Teacher, bid my brother divide the inheritance with me. But he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you? And he said unto them, Take heed, and keep yourselves from all covetousness: for a man's life (Greek zõé) consisteth not in the abundance (Greek perisseuo) of the things which he possesseth. [Luke 12:13-15] 

Please note that Jesus uses exactly the same Greek words in both statements. Obviously that abundant life Jesus came to give does not consist of material possessions. 

This conclusion is further supported by the fact that Jesus' statement about the inheritance is immediately followed by the parable of the rich man who had so much wealth and property that he thought he could ensure a life of ease and merry making simply by building bigger barns to hold his goods. However, he was unexpectedly summoned into the presence of his Maker that very night. Not a single iota of his fortune could accompany him, and since he had not accumulated for himself any heavenly treasure, he had no inheritance in the kingdom of God.


A Contradiction of Ideas
One also has to consider Paul's words in his letter to Timothy... (There is no question of the clarity and context of the sixth chapter of 1Timothy) 
But they that are minded to be rich fall into a temptation and a snare and many foolish and hurtful lusts, such as drown men in destruction and perdition". [I Timothy 6:9]

So, if we are to ascribe equal weight to both John 10:10 and 1 Timothy 6:9, we are forced to the conclusion that if one result of Jesus' coming to earth was that His followers would have material blessings and prosperity in this life, these same followers are warned about desiring to be rich. I am afraid that this does not make a whole lot of sense to me..


Context, context, context:
Some have come to this conclusion that "abundant life' in John 10:10 is referring to a fat wallet, horse barns and a pond, simply because they ignore the context of the chapter, and b) quote and emphasize only half of the verse. 

In not reading the verse in it's entirety, and in it's context in the chapter, the meaning has been altered.. if not completely lost. 

Jesus therefore said unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep. All that came before me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. I am the door; by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and go out, and shall find pasture. The thief cometh not, but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I came that they may have life, and may have it abundantly. [John 10:7-10] 

The first half of this chapter is devoted to the topic of shepherding with Jesus as the good shepherd. In verses 7-10 Jesus contrasts Himself with the bad shepherds who do not really care for the sheep, clothing themselves with the wool and eating the meat but ignoring the needs of the flock, especially those that are sick, broken and lost. Instead of protecting them from becoming prey to wild beasts the shepherds ruled over them with force and with rigor. [Also See Ezekiel 34:1-31]. By contrast the Good Shepherd not only knows and tenderly cares for every one of His flock, but places their interests before His own.. He lays down His life for His sheep in order to save them.


Abundant Spiritual Life:
Noting that, in the Gospel of John light and life are almost constant themes. The word life is used far more frequently (36 times) than in any other book of the Bible and, in almost every instance, it refers to eternal life as opposed to life that will result in death. 

Jesus said He came not only to bring spiritual life to people, but He came to bring the best quality of life to them as described by the word abundantly translated from the Greek perissón, which means beyond measure or excessive. In other words, He promises us a life far better than we could ever envision. 

However if abundant life was referring to material blessings and prosperity in this life, then the contrast with evil shepherds or thieves does not make a whole lot of sense. Jesus said the thieves steal, kill, and destroy but, as we know, evil and/or godless people can and do quite well for themselves in this world… a fact that has been a source of frustration to God's people for centuries.

Righteous art thou, O Jehovah, when I contend with thee; yet would I reason the cause with thee: wherefore doth the way of the wicked prosper? wherefore are all they at ease that deal very treacherously? [Jeremiah 12:1] 

Rest in Jehovah, and wait patiently for him: Fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass. [Psalm 37:7]  

So if the pseudo-shepherds promise sheep “the good life,” and very often deliver on their promises, what is it that they destroy? The answer in Luke is the thief endeavors to steal "treasures in heaven".

Sell that which ye have, and give alms; make for yourselves purses which wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief draweth near, neither moth destroyeth. [Luke 12:33] 


Needs Vs. Wants
While there is no question that as humans we have both a spiritual and a physical side and, in this present life, have specific physical desires and needs... a fact that is not lost on God. Jesus Himself pointed out that we need not worry about worldly requirements because God in His graciousness will provide. 

“Therefore do not worry, saying ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 
wear?’ For all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things shall be added to you”. (Matthew 6:31-33)

However it has to be noted that Jesus focuses on the three things that are essential to human existence … food, drink and clothing. Nowhere does He mention riches or wealth.  It would seem the Lord is telling us is not to worry about the things we require to sustain life, for God in His infinite wisdom knows exactly what we need and will provide in adequate quantity. Our focus rather should be on God and His righteousness and the essentials will be added on.

We are human and we, quite naturally incline towards material things that we can see touch and taste. However as Paul told the Colossians our perception of life, and especially abundant life, has to undergo a radical change. 

Set your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are upon the earth. For ye died, and your life is hid with Christ in God. [Colossians 3:2-3]  

Christians who have the indwelling life of Christ in them are already playing in a different ball park. The total message of the Bible revolves around the concept of the Kingdom of God, therefore focusing on physical and material abundance in the here and now trivializes the rich spiritual dimension to life that is promised in John 10:10.


John 10:10, Matthew 5:5 and Real Estate
Kirbyjon Caldwell applies John 10:10 to real estate saying 

"It is unscriptural not to own land," Starting with Adam and Eve and throughout the Old Testament, "The central theme was the pursuit of land, occupation of land, being put out of the land." And in the New Testament, "Jesus said the meek shall inherit the real estate—the dirt." [9]

Which leaves me scratching my head in amazement. There are two ways to see these words of Jesus, but both of them eventually meet at the same place. Let me paraphrase the commentator Albert Barnes who said this regarding Jesus' meek inheriting the earth teaching. 

As we know, the land of Canaan was promised to Abraham and his descendants "forever" 

And Jehovah said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art, northward and southward and eastward and westward: or all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. [Genesis 13:14-15] 

And I will give unto thee and to thy seed after thee, the land of thy sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God. [Genesis 17:8] 

The promise of their own land was considered a great blessing by the patriarchs. After years of slavery in a foreign land, it was the hope of the long journey through the wilderness. The nation's hopes were crowned when, under Joshua they took possession of the promised land. The Jews often spoke of living in the land and being able to tend their vineyards and flocks in peace as a great blessing, if not the greatest blessing. "The land" became almost a proverbial expression to denote great blessing. For example

Trust in Jehovah, and do good; dwell in the land, and feed on his faithfulness. [Psalm 37:3] 

But, there is absolutely no question that the seed of Abraham will eventually embrace all believers. The temporal land of Canaan was a type of Heaven and the blessings to come... When our Saviour uses this language here, he means that the meek shall be received into his kingdom, and one of these days they will partake of the final blessing when their inheritance will not only be physical and include all the promised blessings, but will literally last forever as promised to Abraham.

To take this statement of Jesus to mean that it is unscriptural for Christians to not own land is as bad a distortion of Scripture that I have ever seen. It trivializes the entire plan of God for His people to 'dwell safely in the land forever'. It substitutes a miserly acre or two for the grand scheme of things when God's people will inherit all the real estate there is.. the entire earth. 


John 14:14 (and 15:16) 
If ye shall ask anything in my name, that will I do. 

Once more the context of the surrounding verses has been totally ignored. If read in its entirety...

Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto the Father. And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask anything in my name, that will I do. [John 14:12-14] 

... it becomes very clear that the “whatever” and “anything” that Jesus speaks of is clearly related to the spreading of the Gospel, not the granting of any and all desires. 

Much of the wrong assumptions about this verse arise from a basic misunderstanding of the condition Jesus imposed. He said that whatever was asked had to be done in His name. Christians all too often tack on "in Jesus' name" to the end of their prayer and assume that this condition has been met. However in ancient times to do something in someone else's name was a great responsibility. It meant you were acting as a representative of that person and had his authority to do and say certain things. However the representative had to be very sure he was acting according to the will and purpose of the person he was representing. Similarly praying in Jesus' name means the request must be consistent with the character and the purpose of Christ.

Although there is no question that God does care if we are sick or in financial trouble and does hear our prayers in this regard, our immediate needs was not the primary focus of this verse. Jesus did not promise that every request made in His name would be fulfilled, but promised His disciples that their requests concerning fruit bearing would be answered 

For further corroboration, turn to a very similar promise Jesus made a short time later in 


John 15:16
Ye did not choose me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that ye should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should abide: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.

The entire lead up to this promise is Jesus telling His disciples that only by abiding in Him will they bear much fruit and if they do not abide in Him they will be cast onto the fire and burned (Vs. 1-6]. He then continues the theme telling them to love one another as He has loved them and calls them His friends (Vs. 12-15). He promises them much success in their work (Vs. 16), foretells the opposition and persecution they will meet with from the world (Vs.18-21), and promises the Holy Spirit as a witness and comforter (Vs. 26-27).


Mark 9:22-23 
And oft-times it hath cast him both into the fire and into the waters, to destroy him: but if thou canst do anything, have compassion on us, and help us. And Jesus said unto him, if thou canst! All things are possible to him that believeth.
Mark 9 tells the story of a boy who has been possessed by a demon being brought to Jesus by his father. The disciples had already attempted to cast out the demon but had failed, which shook the father's faith. He then asks Jesus to do something if He could. 

Jesus' response was to almost literally say “what do you mean 'If you can'”. He turns the question around from If I can to if you can believe.  In other words, I know that I have the power and ability, now do you know that? 

For reasons that I doubt that any human completely understands... the path of miracles seems to be 'greased', or made smooth, by faith. In Mark 6 we read that Jesus' miracles in His own hometown were greatly reduced (seemingly in size and number) by the unbelief of the people there. 

"And he could there do no mighty work, save that he laid his hands upon a few sick folk, and healed them". [Mark 6:5]

Similarly in Matthew 17:20, When the disciples asked Jesus why they had been unable to cast a demon out of a boy, He told them it was because of their little faith. Apparently the faith of the disciples seemed to have been almost non-existent. They would have been able to cure the boy had their faith even been as big as a mustard seed. 

 And he saith unto them, Because of your little faith: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. 

Mark 9:22-23 This verse in no way gives believers blanket permission to command the genie, but teaches that what we should not do is put an "if" on the power of God. Like so many men and women of God, Sarah, Jacob, Job, Jeremiah, Habakkuk, Jonah, Thomas, Martha, Peter etc. we do believe, but often struggle at times. And, like the despairing father, should pray "Help thou my unbelief".  

When Jesus told the boy's father that all things are possible to the person who believes, He is does not say all things will be granted to him who believes.  

I hope you see the difference. 


Matthew 18:19-20 
"Again I say unto you, that if two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father who is in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them." 

This is a well known verse that is commonly applied to corporate prayer, all too often held to mean that when two or more of His disciples meet to pray Jesus not only manifests His presence in some way, but promises to respond to the prayer of saints in agreement. In other words if a couple or three people pray in agreement for something, God must do it.

However yet one more time, the verse has been taken completely out of context. 

In this chapter Jesus is talking about church discipline and the correct way to resolve the problem of one person in the church who sins against another. 

The initial step is to confront the brother privately and show him his fault with the aim of winning him over. As Jesus said in verse 15 "if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother". 

If the private confrontation does not work, the next step is to take two or three witnesses with the hope that he might listen to them and that they might be witnesses of his conduct before the church [Vs. 16] (The Law of Moses required two or three witnesses which shows the link between the Old and New Testaments)

If the guilty person still refuses to hear them and repent, then the matter is to be told to the church (possibly the whole assembly of believers). If he ignores the church and does not acknowledge his fault, then he is to be treated as a non-member (heathen) of that church. He is barred from the religious community until such time as he repents [Vs. 17].  

It is now that Jesus says

Verily I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. or where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. Matthew 18:18-20 

The text does not refer to two or three believers praying or agreeing about anything, but very specifically refers to a specific judicial matter. Church discipline is to taken very seriously since it expels the wayward sinner from worship, the Lord's Supper and fellowship with other believers. This, as explained by Bob Deffinbaugh on bible.org, makes this individual even more vulnerable to Satan’s attacks, placing him in a very dangerous position 

In Paul’s words, the one who is disciplined is “delivered to Satan” (see also 1 Timothy 1:20). Satan is a destroyer, a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour (see 1 Peter 5:8). When the church expels a wayward member, that person is given over to Satan, knowing that he delights in destruction. It is not a pretty picture, nor is it something any church should take lightly. When we deliver one over to Satan, we are simply giving the unrepentant Christian what he has chosen. To remain in sin is to be in the bondage of Satan (2 Timothy 2:24-26). To be disciplined is simply to hand that one over fully to Satan. Discipline confirms a choice that the sinner has already made. [10]

When church discipline is carried out instructed by our Lord, then the church is acting on His behalf and in His name, which is why when two or three gather to perform this most difficult but necessary duty, or to ratify the decision, the Lord's presence is promised to them. God Himself stands behind His elders as shown in the binding and loosing of verse 18.    

This verse has absolutely nothing to do with the gathering of two or three believers to petition the Lord for something, even though that 'something' might be a good and just cause.


Mark 11:23-24 
Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou taken up and cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that what he saith cometh to pass; he shall have it. Therefore I say unto you, All things whatsoever ye pray and ask for, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.  

This verse has long been pointed to as proof that a believer can ask for anything they desire and that God is obligated to do all they ask Him to. If a person believes, then whatever he says will happen. 

One of the problems with opposing this teaching is that it is not an option to suggest in any way that Jesus did not literally mean what he said in verse 23. From Jesus' time to our present day people refer to something that is either humanly impossible, or extremely difficult to do as 'moving a mountain'. The language is designed to create a visual picture of great strength and power, not of actually altering the terrain. Jesus was teaching His disciples that with faith, they can accomplish what appears to be impossible.

However the Word-Faith Prosperity doctrine camp spins these words of Jesus into a blank check to get anything you ask for by doing the usual things...  Ignoring the immediate context and the totality of Scripture. It is the preceding verse where the focus should be. 

"And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God", [Vs. 22]

The prosperity teachers do not refer to faith as a person's belief and reliance on the power of God who alone can move those mountains, but teach that the words themselves have creative "power". For example, in their Bible Commentary on Mark 11, Andrew Wommack Ministries says [Emphasis Added] 

Faith is released by speaking words. Notice that speaking is emphasized three times in this one verse, and the Lord commands us to believe that what we say will come to pass. We are to believe in the power of our words. Failure to believe in the power of words won't keep this law of God from working. The last part of this verse says, "He shall have whatsoever he saith." If we receive this instruction and begin to speak words in faith that line up with God's Word, then we will have the positive results that follow. But if we refuse this lesson and continue to speak words of doubt, we will eventually believe them and have the negative things that these words produce. [11]

While Joel Osteen claims almost the same thing.

"One of the best ways that we can improve our self-image is with our words. Words are like seeds. They have creative power. It says in Isaiah that 'We will eat the fruit of our words.' [12]

However we can only move the mountains that God wants removed, not necessarily those that we want moved.

Which is exactly the same case in...


John 15:7
If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatsoever ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 

'Jesus is not offering a blank check for answered prayer. It is conditioned upon abiding in Him. The verb “ask” is an imperative. Jesus is not encouraging us to pray, He is commanding us to pray. The one who abides in Christ and His words will naturally pray the kind of prayer that is in line with God’s will. The context suggests that the prayers should pertain to fruit bearing and glorifying the Father. If you abide, then you can ask! It’s not the other way around. God gives His answers to those Christians who are abiding!

Our Lord described the new relationship between Himself and His followers in terms of a vine and its branches in the first three verses. He is the true vine, believers are the branches, and the Father is the vine-keeper. As the true vine our Lord is the source of life and strength and fruit. There is a relationship of complete dependence between the branch and the vine. The vine supplies life-giving nourishment to the branches and apart from it, the branches have neither life nor fruit.

Failing to abide is more than just a hindrance to fruitfulness; it is a severing from the source of life. Not to abide leads to death and destruction. “If anyone does not abide in Me he is thrown away as a branch, and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned” (John 15:6).
2 John 1:9-10 
Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son. If any one cometh unto you, and bringeth not this teaching, receive him not into your house, and give him no greeting:  


3 John 1:2 was said to be the verse that set Oral Roberts feet on the path he followed all his life. It was written by the apostle John to someone called Gaius said 

Beloved, I pray that in all things thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth. 

The commentator Albert Barnes makes a very telling remark concerning this verse. To paraphrase...

It is not very common that a man is more prospered in his spiritual interests than he is in his other interests. And that we can express the hope that in all material respects they may do as well as they have in spiritual matters.  

In other words the person's soul set the standard. It is in such good repair that we can wish he is in equally good shape in other respects. This was quite a compliment paid to Gaius and one can only aspire to having something like this said about us as well.

(Note that 'Gaius' is also mentioned in Acts 19:29, Acts 20:4, Acts 20:4, Romans 16:23, or 1 Corinthians 1:14, but we do not know if it the same man spoken of here)

Philippians 4:13 
I can do all things in him that strengtheneth me. 

Not only is this yet another verse blasted from stages, excuse me... pulpits, across the land, but is often used by Christians to explain why they have been successful at one endeavor or another. (Norman Vincent Peale also used it in a similar way on page 2 of The Power of Positive Thinking. [13]) From the Christian businessman to the Christian athlete you will hear that a good part of the reason they have succeeded is because they were 'able to do all things through Christ who strengthened them'. Which all sounds wonderful but, as asked by Dr. David R. Reid of Growing Christians Ministries...

Where does that leave all the poor struggling Christian business men and women in the audience who are not doing so well financially? Isn't the strength of Christ good for them too? Again we must ask about the Christian athletes who are not so talented and did not win any medals. They also trained and tried their hardest but they either lost or never even qualified. Where was the strength of Christ for them? Certainly many of them had as much faith in the promise of Philippians 4:13 as the winning Christian athlete. [14] 

Once again this verse is taken completely out of context. When Paul wrote this epistle he was probably a prisoner in Rome since he speaks of being "in bonds" [1:13-14]. Epaphroditus had come from Philippi to Rome with a financial gift to help Paul's needs [4:18] Paul writes this letter to thanks the Philippians for their generosity and for their concern about him, as they had once been concerned about Epaphroditus when he was sick [2:25-26]. However as Paul writes, the gift was fruit that was laid to the Philippian's account, but he himself had learned to be content regardless of his circumstances. As he told Timothy... "If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content" (I Timothy 6:8). 

The "all things" that Paul was talking about concerned being able to endure hardships and persecution through Christ who strengthened him. His sufficiency was in Christ alone. Note the preceding two verses.

[Philippians 4:11 -12] Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therein to be content. I know how to be abased, and I know also how to abound: in everything and in all things have I learned the secret both to be filled and to be hungry, both to abound and to be in want. 

This is not the only time Paul talks about the difficulties he and the other apostles faced. [See earlier section.. Prosperity and The Apostles]. Although the apostle experienced times of abundance and times of overwhelming lack, he prevailed over both situations because his focus was on Christ whom he could completely depend on for strength... 

Which is the consummate and priceless lesson of Philippians 4:13.


Malachi 3:10 and Tithing:
A much used Scripture used to back up the concept of receiving tenfold back from the Lord is Malachi 3:10.

"Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house, and prove Me now in this, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out such a blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it"

The tithing system of the Old Testament was very complicated and there was not one, but three tithes. However these tithes were inextricably bound up with meeting the needs of the poor, not to make the wealthy even wealthier. Additionally neither the apostle Paul nor the early Church said a word about paying tithes, which only evolved post-Constantine when a means was sought to finance huge churches and cathedrals. 

Financing this, that and the other project remains the main purpose of the constant begging that goes on today. 

(See related article on Tithing for an in-depth look at this subject) 
 
Rhema Vs. Logos
In an effort to further bolster their teachings, proponents of the Word-Faith Prosperity doctrine refer to two Greek words used in the New Testament, and usually translated into the English word. They claim that these two Greek words, logos and rhema, have totally different meanings... logos is the general word, rhema, the specific word. 

Since rhema is taken to be God's real time word or message for you in your present situation, it is often considered to be superior to the logos, many present day teachers emphasizing the subjective "inner guidance" over the written Scriptures... similar to the infamous Mormon "internal witness" or "burning in the bosom", which is held to be Divine truth even if it contradicts the Bible.

Logos refers to the written Scriptures or the whole counsel of God, The Bible, as God's Word or logos is God's revelation to humanity, recorded by men inspired by the Holy Spirit. It was given to us for our spiritual instruction and is an overview of God’s plan for the human race. 

Rhema on the other hand is not restricted merely to the written text, but is "the spoken word of God. Strong's concordance says that rhema is "that which is or has been uttered by the living voice." Rhema carries a spiritual connotation that differentiates it from logos. It also bears application to the specific context of our lives.  For example, we may be wrestling with an issue in our life and during our quiet time we read a verse that "speaks" directly to the situation we are dealing with. That portion of the scripture becomes a "Rhema word" from God for us regarding our situation.  We can then stand in faith on the Rhema God has given us and confess it whenever the devil tries to attack us". [15] 
 

Rhema Is Not What It Is Made Out To Be
Although, in the charismatic arena Rhema is used for extra-Biblical revelation, such as the word of wisdom, word of knowledge or prophecy (the rhema of God to His people), this is flatly contradicted by the Bible. 
Please note that while it only requires only one clear cut, indisputable refutation from the Scriptures to prove that rhema is not what Kenneth Copeland and company make it out to be. This is found in Paul's letter to the Corinthians. 

In referring to the various gifts bestowed on believers through the Holy Spirit, Paul uses logos not rhema for both word of wisdom and knowledge. Apparently logos can refer to more than the written word of God.

For to one is given through the Spirit the word (logos) of wisdom; and to another the word (logos) of knowledge, according to the same Spirit: [1Corinthians 12:8] 


Logos Is Not What It Is Made Out To be
Since the words spoken by ordinary believers are also sometimes referred to as logos. This includes corrupt (depraved, evil, obscene or offensive) or empty false words.

Let no corrupt speech (logos) proceed out of your mouth, but such as is good for edifying as the need may be, that it may give grace to them that hear. [Ephesians 4:29]  

Let no man deceive you with empty words (logos): for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the sons of disobedience. [Ephesians 5:6]  

Let your speech (logos) be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer each one. [Colossians 4:6] 

Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an ensample to them that believe, in word (logos), in manner of life, in love, in faith, in purity.  [1Timothy 4:12] 

Apparently logos can refer to anyone's speech or words. Besides which there are endless examples in the Bible where 


Logos and Rhema are used interchangeably
The distinction commonly made between logos and rhema cannot be sustained by Biblical evidence, since they are so often used interchangeably, with very little distinction between how the Greeks used these two words. For example

Jesus' prophecy that Peter would deny him three times before the rooster crowed is recorded in Matthew 26:34, Mark 14:30 and Luke 22:34. When this prophecy came to pass, Peter recalled what Jesus had told him. In narrating this incident Matthew and Mark used the word rhema, but Luke used logos... both words referring to a spoken prophecy

Matthew 26:75 And Peter remembered the word (rhema) which Jesus had said, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly. 

Mark 14:72 And Peter called to mind the word (rhema) that Jesus said unto him, Before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice.

Luke 22:61 And Peter remembered the word (logos) of the Lord, how he had said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.


Matthew 7:24 and Romans 10:17
Paul used the word rhema when he said

So belief cometh of hearing, and hearing by the word (rhema) of Christ. [Romans 10:17]

But Jesus used logos for the very same concept

Every one therefore that heareth these words (logos) of mine, and doeth them, shall be likened unto a wise man, who built his house upon the rock: [Matthew 7:24]  


John 6:60-68 
Many therefore of his disciples, when the heard this, said, This is a hard saying (logos); who can hear it? But Jesus knowing in himself that his disciples murmured at this, said unto them, Doth this cause you to stumble? What then if ye should behold the Son of man ascending where he was before? It is the spirit that giveth life; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words (rhema) that I have spoken unto you are spirit, are life. But there are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were that believed not, and who it was that should betray him. And he said, For this cause have I said unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it be given unto him of the Father. Upon this many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him. Jesus said therefore unto the twelve, would ye also go away? Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words (rhema) of eternal life. 

In the above quote Jesus has just finished talking about being the bread of life and how His followers had to 'eat'' His flesh' and 'drink His blood,' which the disciples could not accept (probably because they did not as yet understand what Jesus meant). They refer to Jesus' teachings as logos, but a few seconds later Jesus refers to the same teachings as the rhema which are spirit and life. Peter also, in referring to Jesus words, uses rhema. 

Acts 10:44 
While Peter yet spake these words (rhema), the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word (logos) 

In describing what happened when Peter preached the Gospel to Cornelius' household, Luke uses both rhema and logos to refer to the words Peter spoke to them.


Acts 13:42 
And when the Jews were gone out of the synagogue, the Gentiles besought that these words (rhema) might be preached to them the next Sabbath. 
Now when the congregation was broken up, many of the Jews and religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God. And the next Sabbath day came almost the whole city together to hear the word (logos) of God.

In this chapter when the Gentiles ask Paul and Barnabas to preach to them on the next Sabbath, they use the word rhema.  The two apostles complied with this request and almost the whole city turned out to hear them preach the logos. 

Ephesians 5:26 and John 15:3
In Ephesians 5:26 believers are cleansed "with the washing of water with the rhema." In John 15:3 believers are "clean because of the logos."

That he might sanctify it, having cleansed it by the washing of water with the word (rhema) [Ephesians 5:26] 

Already ye are clean because of the word (logos) which I have spoken unto you. [John 15:3]  


1 Peter 1:23 and 25
In Peter's first epistle he describes how we are born again by the "word of God" which abides forever. Peter repeats this phrase twice using logos once and rhema once. 

Having been begotten again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through the word (logos) of God, which liveth and abideth. For, All flesh is as grass, And all the glory thereof as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower falleth: But the word (rhema) of the Lord abideth for ever. And this is the word of good tidings which was preached unto you. [1 Peter 1:23-25] 


Ephesians 6:17 and Hebrews 4:12
both describe the Word of God as a sword, but one writer uses rhema while the other uses logos. One can hardly argue that there are two different swords.

And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word (rhema) of God: [Ephesians 6:17] 

For the word (logos) of God is living, and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and quick to discern the thoughts and intents of the heart. [Hebrews 4:12] 


Hebrews 11:3 and 2 Peter 3:5
The author of Hebrews says the world was made by the rhema of God, whereas Peter uses logos.
By faith we understand that the worlds have been framed by the word (rhema) of God, so that what is seen hath not been made out of things which appear. [Hebrews 11:3] 

For this they willfully forget, that there were heavens from of old, and an earth compacted out of water and amidst water, by the word (logos) of God; [2Peter 3:5] 

For those that believe that logos is the sum of God's written Word…

Logos also refers to 

The Gospel message
And the word (logos) of God increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem exceedingly; and a great company of the priests were obedient to the faith. [Acts 6:7] Note: The "Word of God" here can only mean that that the gospel kept spreading.

And ye have not his word (logos) abiding in you: for whom he sent, him ye believe not [John 5:38]. Note: This was said to the unbelieving Pharisees and refers to Jesus who was the good news of the Gospel. 

Specific sections of the Scriptures as in Luke's words referring to the first book he wrote.

The former treatise (logos) I made, O Theophilus, concerning all that Jesus began both to do and to teach [Acts 1:1] 

Jesus' words... 
John 2:22 When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he spake this; and they believed the scripture, and the word (logos) which Jesus had said. 

John 14:23 Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my word (logos): and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 

John 18:9 that the word (logos) might be fulfilled which he spake, of those whom thou hast given me I lost not one. 

When the centurion asked Jesus for a specific word that would heal his servant he used the word logos. 

Matthew 8:8 And the centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof; but only say the word (logos), and my servant shall be healed. 

Logos is also used as specific instruction from Jesus to the rich young ruler 

But his countenance fell at the saying (logos), and he went away sorrowful: for he was one that had great possessions. [Mark 10:22]   


The words spoken by the prophets and apostles... 
That the word (logos) of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? And to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? [John 12:38]  

And to this agree the words (logos) of the prophets; as it is written, [Acts 15:15] 
But many of them that heard the word (logos) believed; and the number of the men came to be about five thousand. [Acts 4:4] 

And Ananias hearing these words (logos) fell down and gave up the ghost: and great fear came upon all that heard it. [Acts 5:5]  

And after the reading of the law and the prophets the rulers of the synagogue sent unto them, saying, Brethren (Paul and company), if ye have any word of exhortation for the people, say on (logos). [Acts 13:15] 

The words spoken by angels (Note that lego is the root word of logos)

Now when they were departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying (lego) , Arise and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I tell thee: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him. [Matthew 2:13] 

But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying (lego), Arise and take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of Israel: for they are dead that sought the young child's life. [Matthew 2:19-20]  

For if the word (lego) spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense of reward; [Hebrews 2:2]  


In Conclusion 
While they are two different words, all the Biblical evidence shows that both words so overlap in terms of definition and usage that there are absolutely no grounds to relegate them to entirely different categories. Building entire doctrines around imaginary distinctions is only done in the endeavor to provide Biblical "proof" for ideas that are completely invalid. 

But let’s take a moment to examine how one of the most popular word-faith/Prosperity Doctrine proponents handles the Word of truth. 
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Joel Osteen’s "Proof Texts" - The Blind Leading the Blind
http://www.inplainsite.org/html/prosperity_doctrine_4.html 

By Carol Brooks
We were given only one sure guide by which to judge what is of God and what is not. By which to recognize whether the hands that beckon us are God-sent to save us, or are reaching out from the depths of hell to devour us. Yet we resolutely continue to ignore God's chosen guide book preferring instead to flock to one of the innumerable dog and pony shows, like the one Joel Osteen puts on. 

Hundreds of thousands continue to devour the bilge he puts out in his books ... all done in the name of God. After reading so many of his statements that flatly contradict the Word of God, I have to wonder what Bible this man reads, or whether he even reads one. Let me put it this way. I certainly do not expect any one person to be an authority on every sentence in the Bible, nor do I expect pastors/preachers to sail through life never making a mistake. What I do expect is, when major doctrine being taught to hundreds of thousand of people is based on verses from the Scripture, the teacher at least makes certain that the verses actually say what he claims they do.

But let's start with an interesting 'coincidence'. 

Not only did Osteen attend Oral Roberts University in Tulsa, Oklahoma, but...


Joel Osteen and Norman Vincent Peale
An October 21, 2005 article By Tatiana Morales on CBS News.com refers to an appearance Osteen made on The Early Show on which co-anchor Harry Smith ..."compared Osteen's preaching to Norman Vincent Peale's, and Osteen agreed". 

"It's amazing," Osteen said. "I was preaching two or three years when someone gave me one of his books. I was going to say, 'He thinks like me.' I think like him. It seems like it's the same base there. God is on our side and if you think right, I believe, like Norman Vincent Peale did, that your life follows your thoughts. You get up negative, oppressive, you're day will go that way."  [16]
Now that is one thing Joel that you got right. You do think like Peale...you and he are on the same page. And it is no wonder. Both your doctrines derive from exactly the same source and the "same base". 

As the author of the book of Ecclesiastes said, "There is nothing new under the sun". Satan pulls down an old dusty heresy from off the shelf, gives it a spit shine, ties a red bow on top and hands it back to man with a flourish. And man? ... Man just swallows it hook, line and sinker. 

So let’s first take a look at the timeline. 

Joel Osteen succeeded his father as pastor of Lakewood Church on October 3, 1999. Prior to this he had apparently only preached once in his life... the week before his father's death. [17]. Osteen says he had only been preaching for two or three years when some gave him a copy of one of Norman Vincent Peale's books, which would be around 2001 0r 2002. Osteen's first book, Your Best Life Now: 7 Steps to Living at Your Full Potential, was released in October 2004, just two or three short years after he read Peale's book. 

Additionally, Osteen uses exactly the same words used by Norman Vincent Peale, who in turn got the expression from Napoleon Hill, who got the expression from his imaginary Council of seven men.


Norman Vincent Peale and Napoleon Hill
Not only does Norman Vincent Peale's The Power of Positive Thinking, display an unmistakable resemblance to the philosophies of Napoleon Hill, but he even used one of Hill's hallmark expressions... conceive and believe which was the in turn used by Osteen. The wording in all three of the books is identical

"Whatever the mind of man can conceive and believe, it can achieve." [Napoleon Hill and Clement W Stone, Think and Grow Rich] 
"What the mind can conceive and believe, and the heart desire, you can achieve." [Norman Vincent Peale, Positive Imaging: The Powerful Way to Change Your Life]

"... the first step to living at your full potential is to enlarge your vision... you must start looking at life through eyes of faith, seeing yourself rising to new levels. See your business taking off. See your marriage restored. See your family prospering. See your dreams coming to pass. You must conceive it and believe it is possible if you ever hope to experience it. [Joel Osteen. our Best Life Now 7 Steps to Living at Your Full Potential] 
 In fact Norman Vincent Peale once said

'These two men have the rare gift of inspiring and helping people! In fact, I owe them a personal debt of gratitude for the helpful guidance I have received!' [18]

Incidentally Peale, along with his wife Ruth, started Guideposts magazine (circulation 4.5 million) in 1945. He was also a Scottish Rite 33o Freemason... 

[See Comprehensive Article on Freemasonry and More about Norman Vincent Peale] 
[I also strongly suggest you read the story of Napoleon Hill and The Council of Thirty-Three] 
But Hill was not the only influence on Peale's life…

Norman Vincent Peale and Ernest Holmes
Dr. Ernest Holmes, founder of the Religious Science movement, was a mentor to Peale. In confessing his indebtedness to Holmes, Peale wrote on the back cover of Ernest Holmes: His Life and Times 

"Only those who knew me as a boy can fully appreciate what Ernest Holmes did for me. Why, he made me a positive thinker." 

And on the back cover of Science of Mind, sometimes called one of the greatest New Thought books ever written

”I believe God was in this man, Ernest Holmes. He was in tune with the Infinite.” 

In turn, Holmes took his inspirations and information from a variety of sources including Quimby, Darwin, Emerson, Freud, and Mary Baker Eddy, but, according to his brother… when he read the essay Self Reliance by Ralph Waldo Emerson a spark leaped into flames. And where did Emerson get his inspiration from?

When the "Bhagavad Gita" fell into his hands he experienced far greater pleasure than is known to the gold seeker, who suddenly after long and weary searching, comes upon a rich lode. The "Bhagavad Gita" appealed to Emerson with compelling power. In Emerson's writings the metaphysical thought of India, Greece, and modern transcendentalism were fused” [19]

And there is more... a lot more. [See Roots of Evil] 

Osteen's version of Romans 4:17: 
A perfect example of a Biblical verse not even saying what Osteen claims it says is found in his book Become a Better You, He says "The Scripture tells us that we are to "call the things that are not as if they already were." In other words, don't talk about the way you are; talk about the way you want to be. That's what faith is all about. In the physical realm, you have to see it to believe it, but God says you have to believe it, and then you'll see it". [20] 

The verse Joel is referring to is Romans 4:17 which says (as it is written, A father of many nations have I made thee) before him whom he believed, even God, who giveth life to the dead, and calleth the things that are not, as though they were. Even the most cursory reading of this verse makes it very plain that it was God that spoke of something as having an existence, before it actually existed. In this case God told Abraham that He had made Abraham the father of many nations, which Abraham believed. God spoke of it as already done. The Scripture does NOT tell us that we are to "call the things that are not as if they already were", but says that God did. 
This is not even a case of believers having a genuine dispute as to how a particular verse is to be interpreted. This is a case of willfully or ignorantly mishandling the Word of Truth. If it is done willfully, it would make Joel Osteen an evil man who twists the Scriptures to suit his own ideology. If it is done in ignorance it makes Joel Osteen a careless fool, who needs to go back to Sunday school. 

Either way, this is the man whose own web site says (as of January 2011) they reach "200 million homes all across America and over 100 nations". [21]. 

Sadly, this is not the only sign of Joel Osteen's abysmal level of Biblical knowledge. Another example is found in his interpretation of 


Osteen and Luke 1:20 
Osteen allots so much power to our words that they can even thwart God's plans, as nearly happened, he claims, at the angel's announcement of the birth of John the Baptist: 

[Zacharias] was so surprised because he and his wife Elizabeth were well up there in years. He said to the angel, "Are you really sure this is going to happen? Do you see how old we are? I just don't think this could be possible." … The angel went on to say "But, Zacharias, because you didn't believe, because you questioned God, you shall remain silent and not be able to speak until the baby is born." … Well, why did God shut his mouth? He knew Zacharias would go out and start talking to his friends. "Well, they said we're gonna have a baby, but they must have gotten the wrong person. Man, we're way too old!" See, God knows the power of our words. He knows we prophesy our future, and He knew Zacharias' own negative words would stop His plan. [21b]

Once more, Osteen is so busy imposing his own ideas onto the text, that he has completely disregarded the fact that the text, without any ambiguity whatsoever, tells us why this happened to Zacharias. The angel told Zacharias that he would "be silent and not able to speak", because he did not believe his words. The temporary loss of speech was judgment for Zacharias not giving credit to what the angel had said, and was probably also a sign that he was sent of God. 


The "Creative Power of Words"
In his book Become a Better You Osteen says

"One of the best ways that we can improve our self-image is with our words. Words are like seeds. They have creative power. It says in Isaiah that 'We will eat the fruit of our words.' That's amazing when you stop to consider that truth: Our words tend to produce what we're saying. Every day we should make positive declarations over our lives. We should say things such as, 'I am blessed. I am prosperous. I am healthy. I am talented. I am creative. I am wise.' When we do that, we are building up our self-image. As those words permeate your heart and mind, and especially your subconscious mind, eventually they will begin to change the way you see yourself. The Scripture says 'With our tongue, we can either bless our life or we can curse our life.' (Osteen is referring to James 3:10) Some individuals curse their own future by saying things such as 'I don't have what it takes. I'm so clumsy I can't get anything right. I'm so undisciplined. I'll probably never lose this weight.' We must be extremely careful what we allow out of our mouth. Our words set the direction for our lives." [22]

If Isaiah said "we will eat the fruit of our words", I would like to know where he said it. I did a search on the phrase, then on the individual words eat, fruit and words. The closest I came to Osteen's claim are the self explanatory words in Isaiah 3:10-11  

Say ye of the righteous, that it shall be well with him; for they shall eat the fruit of their doings. Woe unto the wicked! it shall be ill with him; for what his hands have done shall be done unto him.

However Proverbs 18:21, a commonly quoted verse by the Word-Faith camp does say "Death and life are in the power of the tongue; And they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof". 


Osteen and Proverbs 18:21
Of this verse Osteen says

“If you're in a storm today, now more than ever you need to guard what you say and not allow any negative, destructive words to come out of your mouth. Scripture says, ‘Death and life are in the power of the tongue; and you will eat the fruit thereof.’ (Proverbs 18:21) In other words, you create an environment for either good or evil with your words, and you are going to have to live in that world you've created. If you're always murmuring, complaining, and talking about how bad life is treating you, you're going to live in a pretty miserable, depressing world. You may be tempted to merely use your words to describe negative situations, but God wants us to use our words to change our negative situations. Don't talk about the problem, talk about the solution.” [23]

The problem is that the Hebrew word in Proverbs 18:21 (maveth) translated death, literally means death as in stone cold corpse, and has been used that way over 150 times in the Old Testament. Death cannot be interpreted, as Osteen implies, to mean "a pretty miserable, depressing world". And the verse as a whole can not be interpreted to mean "you need to guard what you say" because your words create an environment of good or evil. 

On the contrary Proverbs 18:21 says nothing different from what James said above, nor from what Jesus said in Matthew 12:35-37... judgment at the last day will be according to a man's words...

The good man out of his good treasure bringeth forth good things: and the evil man out of his evil treasure bringeth forth evil things. And I say unto you, that every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned. [Matthew 12:35-37]  
As a tree is known by its fruit, the heart is known by the words that proceed out of the mouth. True, proper, chaste, instructive words indicate the heart is right while false, envious, malignant, and impious words indicate the heart is wrong. which is why the Bible teaches that eternity can depends on a person's words and life and death are in the power of the tongue. 
Also note that some commentators have added that people like judges and false witnesses can, by their tongues, sentence someone to death and preachers can do likewise… they can cause someone to live for eternity by preaching the Word of God, but they can also sentence someone to death by preaching a wrong gospel.  


Osteen and James 3:10
The next Bible verse that Osteen refers to is James 3:10 of which he says "With our tongue, we can either bless our life or we can curse our life". [24] 

But this is nowhere near the words or intent of the verse which says

Out of the same mouth cometh forth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be. [James 3:10]  

This letter that James wrote to the twelve tribes of the Dispersion [1:1] was not written to establish doctrine, or defend the faith. Since Christ is only mentioned twice and the Holy Spirit not at all, we can safely infer that it was written to believers who were assumed to already be familiar with the basics of the faith. 

The book of James is straight talk on the practical side of being a Christian. Remember it was James who said that he showed his faith by his works, and asked "What good is was if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him?" [2:14]. He was encouraging these early Christians to live what they said they believed, since anyone can claim to be a Christian. Or as many today would express it ... walk the walk rather than just talk the talk. 

It is well to remember that the third chapter of James begins with a warning to aspiring teachers (verses that Joel Osteen, among many others, have not taken seriously enough). James warns that although the tongue is a small thing, it can do enormous damage. Although his warning is amplified when it comes to teachers and the immeasurable influence they often have, it applies to every single believer. James is making the point that our speech is an indicator of the condition of our heart and when there is inconsistent speech, when blessings and curses come out of the same mouth... something is wrong. Rumors, gossip and untruths can literally destroy a person's life. Cruel unchristian words can create wounds that take forever to heal... if they do at all. An unchecked tongue is not conduct befitting a Christian.

This verse has absolutely NOTHING to do with being able to bless or lives or curse our lives, as Osteen claims. Read the entire chapter for yourself.


Osteen and Romans 12:1-2
Osteen is also not above using half a verse to make his point, ignoring the other half which completely contradicts his pre-conceived ideas and shallow deductions. In Your Best Life Now, he writes 

“What are you doing? You are reprogramming your mind... Learn to dwell upon the good, reprogram your thinking. The Bible tells us that we need to be ‘transformed by the renewing of our mind.’ If you will transform your mind, God will transform your life... Our thoughts contain tremendous power.” [25] 

Osteen is referring to Romans 12:1-2 which says

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your reasonable service (or worship). Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is— his good, pleasing and perfect will.

Paul's use of the word “brethren,” indicates that he is addressing Christians who have come to faith in Jesus Christ. He has, in the first eleven chapters (the doctrinal part of Romans), built a detailed defense of God's plan of salvation and how exactly it includes both Jew and Gentile. 

Chapter 12 opens with the word "therefore" which indicates that what Paul is about to say is based on the foundation already laid in chapters 1-11. His exhortation in verses 1 and 2 is a call or plea to the Roman believers to follow a particular course of action based on all he has already taught them. Paul’s emphasis is on how these new Christians should live in response to what God has done for them, and he shows vital concern that these believers make the right choice, which is to be shaped and influenced by God and not by the world.  

What Osteen seems to have 'missed' is that Paul tells these new Christians 

not to conform to the pattern of the world, but to be transformed by the renewing of their minds. (The Greek word for “be transformed” is metamorphoõ the source of the English metamorphosis, usually associated with the change a caterpillar makes into a butterfly). 

Isn't the pattern of the entire world to want to be "successful", to be wealthy? 

Instead Paul urges believers to actively choose to do what is reasonable, which is to present or offer their bodies as a living sacrifice... a metaphor taken from the Old Testament sacrifices offered on the altar which, from then on, belonged to God. Paul earlier used the same word translated present in chapter 6 where he contrasts the two options believers have... they can either present themselves to sin, or they can present themselves to God and make themselves available to Him. 

neither present your members unto sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves unto God, as alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. [Romans 6:13] 

Note: The words reasonable service have been rendered spiritual service or spiritual worship in most translations. But the word used is logikos which means rational or logical. 

Osteen's 10.5 million Dollar Home
By the way... much is made of the fact that Joel Osteen's church gave a million dollars to the victims of Hurricane Katrina and one can certainly appreciate him doing so. However with an average weekly attendance of some 43,500 people, his church's annual budget is $70 million [26]. 

According to an article in the Houston Press, public records show Joel and Victoria Osteen's home in Tanglewood is worth more than $1 million dollars. [27]. However that was in 2002. While still holding on to the house in Tanglewood, which has been "valued at $2.9 million", the Osteens have upgraded.

A July 2010 article in Houston's Daily Digital Magazine, CultureMap, says Joel and Victoria Osteen [Emphasis Added]

"...and their children moved to a 17,000-square-foot stone mansion in the Tall Timbers subdivision in River Oaks. The Osteens' new home is situated on 1.86 acres and surrounded by an ornamental fence. The 411: It has six bedrooms, six bathrooms, three elevators and five wood-burning fireplaces, with a one-bedroom guest house and pool house. The Harris County Appraisal District valued it at $10.5 million.

The Tanglewood house is owned by Joel and Victoria Osteen according to Harris County Appraisal District records. The River Oaks home is technically owned by the Covenant Trust, which means the Osteens do not qualify for a homestead exemption on it. They will pay around $260,000 in property taxes on the new home this year. [28] 

The photograph above is a screen shot of the photograph of Osteen’s home on the CultureMap site.

Culture map adds that Osteen hasn't drawn a salary from the church since 2005. His "income comes from best-selling books and related products, such as calendars, daybooks and inspirational pamphlets". [28] 

In other words he got very rich peddling concepts from the occult world. 

Note that the taxes on Osteen's "mansion" for one year is, depending on the area of the country, about the total cost of most people's homes. But what the heck... he will come out with one more idiotic, dangerous, Biblically unsound book which will be bought by hundreds of thousands... that ought to take care of those taxes. 

But, we digress. Let’s continue on to the third part of this refutation and see whether the Scriptures agree with or refute the general principles behind the beliefs and teachings of t he Prosperity Doctrine camp...
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Section V 
Rewards now? Prosperity and the Tele-Evangelists 

http://www.inplainsite.org/html/prosperity_doctrine_5.html 
By Carol Brooks
General Principles behind the Prosperity Doctrine
Not only do the specific Bible verses most used by the Prosperity doctrine teachers not prove what they teach, the Scriptures also refute the general principles behind this belief. 


Some Prosperity teachers equate wealth with faith and godliness. The Bible does not agree
"They will throw their silver into the streets, and their gold will be an unclean thing. Their silver and gold will not be able to save them in the day of the Lord’s wrath. They will not satisfy their hunger or fill their stomachs with it, for it has made them stumble into sin." (Ezekiel 7:19)
"Then Jesus said to his disciples, 'I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." (Matthew 19:23-24) 

‘He has put down the mighty from their thrones, and exalted the lowly. He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent away empty.’ (Luke 1:52-53)

"Looking at his disciples, he said: 'Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh... "But woe to you who are rich; for you have received your consolation.” (Luke 6:20-21, 24)

But let the brother of low degree glory in his high estate: and the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away. For the sun ariseth with the scorching wind, and withereth the grass: and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his goings. (James 1:9-11)

Hearken, my beloved brethren; did not God choose them that are poor as to the world to be rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he promised to them that love him? (James 2:5)

"Come now, ye rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten. Your gold and your silver are rusted; and their rust shall be for a testimony against you, and shall eat your flesh as fire. Ye have laid up your treasure in the last days. (James 5:1-3)

 Because you say, I am rich, and have gotten riches, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art the wretched one and miserable and poor and blind and naked: (Revelation 3:17)


Prosperity teachers create greed by telling you that you that God wants you to be wealthy.. it is His will for you to prosper. Yet, over and over again the Bible warns about the desire to be rich and against focusing on the material things of this world. 
He that hath an evil eye hasteth after riches, And knoweth not that want shall come upon him. [Proverbs 28:22]

Remove far from me falsehood and lies; Give me neither poverty nor riches; Feed me with the food that is needful for me: Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is Jehovah? Or lest I be poor, and steal, and use profanely the name of my God. [Proverbs 30:8-9]

And soldiers also asked him, saying, And we, what must we do? And he said unto them, Extort from no man by violence, neither accuse any one wrongfully; and be content with your wages. [Luke 3:14]

Set your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are upon the earth. [Colossians 3:2]

whose end is perdition, whose god is the belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things. [Philippians 3:19]

"But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs." (I Timothy 6:6-10)

Be ye free from the love of money; content with such things as ye have: for himself hath said, I will in no wise fail thee, neither will I in any wise forsake thee. [Hebrews 13:5]


They teach that you will be rewarded now… in this life. The Bible begs to differ
"For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done." (Matthew 16:27)

But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous." (Luke 14:13-14)

"Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven..." (Luke 6:23) (See also: Luke 12:33, Matthew 5:12, Matthew 19:21)

"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal." (Matthew 6:19-20)

"Jesus said to them, 'I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life." (Matthew 19:28-29)

Be patient therefore, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient over it, until it receive the early and latter rain. (James 5:7)

"Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done." (Revelation 22:12)


They often wear expensive clothes and jewelry, to say nothing of the cars they drive and the houses they live in etc. The Bible says...
"Everything they do is done for men to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments long...Woe to you..." (Matthew 23:5, 13)
"Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes. Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God's sight." (1 Peter 3:3-4)

"I also want women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, but with good deeds, appropriate for women who profess to worship God." (I Timothy 2:9-10)


In winding down this section, we could do worse than to quote the apostle Paul... [Emphasis Added]

Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them that are causing the divisions and occasions of stumbling, contrary to the doctrine which ye learned: and turn away from them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Christ, but their own belly; and by their smooth and fair speech they beguile the hearts of the innocent. [Romans 16:17-18]

But let us take a brief look at what false teaching have done for the wolves....


Prosperity and the Tele-Evangelists
Although the Bible clearly warns church leaders against being lovers of money, greedy for money, or using godliness as a means to financial gain...

"If anyone teaches false doctrines and does not agree to the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, he is conceited and understands nothing. He has an unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels about words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions and constant friction between men of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think that godliness is a means to financial gain." (I Timothy 6:3-5)

Now the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money." (1 Timothy 3:2-3)

Deacons in like manner must be grave, not double-tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre; (1Timothy 3:8) 

For the bishop must be blameless, as God's steward; not self-willed, not soon angry, no brawler, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; [Titus 1:7]  

"Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as overseers, not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve..." (1 Peter 5:2)

wranglings of men corrupted in mind and bereft of the truth, supposing that godliness is a way of gain. But godliness with contentment is great gain: for we brought nothing into the world, for neither can we carry anything out; but having food and covering we shall be therewith content. But they that are minded to be rich fall into a temptation and a snare and many foolish and hurtful lusts, such as drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil: which some reaching after have been led astray from the faith, and have pierced themselves through with many sorrows. But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. [1Timothy 6:5-11] 

... Prosperity/financial advancement are two of the greatest selling points of the ‘evangelical’ ministers today. Their entire "Gospel" can be summed up in the following quote from Marcus Bishop

"Financial prosperity is just as much a part of the Gospel as anything else. …And I'm going to tell you something right now. I'm with the Apostle Paul in Romans chapter one: I'm not ashamed of the Gospel of Jesus Christ; …I'm not ashamed of prosperity. I'm not ashamed that Jesus bought and paid for me to be wealthy.... Let me just tell you from the heart of God, preachers are supposed to be rich." [29]

Jesse Duplantis and Creflo Dollar took it a step further, with one claiming that the first thing on Jesus' agenda was to get rid of poverty, and the other that God is not going to come back for a church in debt. 

“Would you like to know why some people, including ministries, never get out of poverty? Its not because they aren't smart; It's not because they don't have windows of opportunity. It's because they're not anointed. If you're not anointed, poverty will follow you all the days of your life. His first objective was to get rid of poverty” [30]

"God is coming back for a church without spot or blemish so he is not coming back to a church in debt…this revival must take place before Jesus can come back he cannot come back for a broke church, he cannot come back for a sick church, he cannot come back for a church that is in debt that would be against his word, I'm coming back for a glorious church, without spot or wrinkle so that means there's going to be some quick transference going on." [31]

Note: The word “anointed” has become the most overused, overworked, misunderstood, misinterpreted term in the Pentecostal and Charismatic arenas. Who are really the Lord's anointed? [See Related Article Touch Not Mine Anointed] 
And while these claims were made quite a few years ago, watching any of these jokers on TBN for even a few minutes (if you can so without getting the dry heaves) shows that nothing, absolutely nothing, has changed. Apart from a couple of them getting arrested for assaulting their wives, and an extra marital affair and/or divorce or two thrown in for good measure, the story remains the same. Like the barkers standing outside a circus or carnival attempting to attract customers by shouting out its attractions, the pitch never changes.

But, while these frauds seem to be living proof of the power of positive confession, what they hope people will not pay too much attention to is the constant begging for money, the massive fund-raisers, the barrage of direct mailing and advertising campaigns allow them to live their lavish life styles [See Lifestyles of the Tele-Evangelists, http://www.inplainsite.org/html/tele-evangelist_lifestyles.html].  

What is really scary is that they would have people believe that God blessed them with this prosperity for merely living in the faith, and that the average common man is guaranteed this kind of life by the Bible. Only those with insufficient faith are living in poverty. Only those who are willing to go the extra mile, by throwing their last dollar onto the already huge ‘love offering’ pile, will be blessed by God and find the prosperity they seek. 

Yet, who knows how many hundreds of thousands regularly respond to these charlatans, totally ignoring the fact is that virtually no layman without the benefit of stage, air time, charisma and a well memorized collection of out of context Bible verses ever comes anywhere near acquiring the material wealth that these high flying ministers have amassed. It seems to be quite the norm that the preachers and teachers drive a Rolls Royce while demanding more money from even the parishioner who has to scrape together the bus fare (and offering) to make it to church on Sunday. As said by Angelo Coccaro – Pastor of the Living Word Christian Church of San Antonio

".. many faithful followers give of their hard earned money at the request of these spoiled brats in hopes of pleasing God and doing their part in the ministry. And while money is being begged for this project, or that country, or this satellite, or that TV station, millions of dollars are going into their own homes, furnishings, offices, cars, boats, beach houses, butlers, clothes, and jewelry! My brethren, these things ought not so to be! [32]

The Bible clearly tells us they shall make merchandise of you! Are you paying attention? The Bible has already warned that you will become a means for their gain. ...  

And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not. [2 Peter 2:3]

These ministers live in multimillion dollar dream houses, own boats, private jets, works of art worth hundreds of thousands of dollars, wear the most expensive suits and deck themselves liberally with gold and jewelry because, according to their own theology, if they weren't rich and prosperous, they would not be blessed. 

The Lord makes it perfectly clear that there is nothing wrong with wealth in and of itself. Riches are merely a neutral tool that can be used for good or can be used for evil. However as the Word warns, money has one very dangerous quality, namely … the ease with which people fall in love with it. While we need money to pay our bills, put food on the table and live a moderately comfortable life; money and all it buys is not the be all and end all of our existence. Jesus makes it very clear when He talks about us ‘accumulating treasures’ that He is speaking of the greater reward that awaits His people in heaven. Again He specifically warns against storing up treasures on this earth.

"Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal” (Matthew 6:19-20)

Laying out the danger of gathering riches on this earth the Lords says that they are always in danger of being stolen or destroyed, where as the treasures in heaven are eternally kept waiting for us to partake in them.

Yet this community runs a multi billion dollar industry that focuses on selling books, tapes and magazines, selling ‘love gifts’, financing massive mailing campaigns and buying more airtime to disperse their message to ever widening audiences. And what happens to all the money that is collected? One example (Besides Jesse’s Cessna and Price’s Rolls Royce) is the 5 million dollar, three-storied, nearly 9,500-square-foot house that boasts an elevator, a tennis court, six bedrooms, nine bathrooms, a billiard room, a climate-controlled wine cellar, a sweeping staircase and a pool with a fountain. 

This ‘palatial estate with ocean and city views' is owned by Paul and Jan Crouch, the owners of TBN that begs viewers to continue sending money so that they can keep doing their “evangelical work”. Benny Hinn stayed at the Kahala Mandarin in the presidential suite that costs $3,700-$5,000 a night during his ‘Miracle Crusade’ in Hawaii in Jan 2002. When He goes to Maui (he speaks at First Assembly headed by Pastor Morocco) he stays at the Grand Wailea in the $10,000 suite. 

And what about Kenneth Copeland's "18-thousand square foot home valued at $6.3 million" and his "private jets". [33] If that does not qualify as sheer unadulterated greed I do not what would.

(Whoops! Did I forget to mention Jesse’s Salvador Dali Menorah and other works of art at his headquarters in Louisiana?)

But Jesus wasn’t done, He goes on to add in Matthew 6:21 that where our treasure is, there also will our heart be. The warning could not be more clear if it was a flashing neon sign on a dark winter’s night. Where your wealth is there your heart is... where your heart is that is where you are. 

With all the wealth floating around the evangelical circles and With the constant barrage of messages telling people how to obtain (earthly) wealth, one has to assume (if one is to take the words of Jesus seriously) that the hearts of these “prosperity teachers” is firmly set on their hoarded treasures on this morally corrupt earth. As Paul said in his letter to Timothy …

“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness...” (I Timothy 6:10)


Salvation For a Buck
A few years ago, R.W. Shambach prophesied that if people make the $2000 faith pledge to TBN, not only will God give them the $2000 before the year 2000 but he will also make them totally debt free AND their WHOLE family will be saved before the year 2000. (TBN, Wed, 03-Nov-1999 16:50:58 GMT) All this without ever having to go through a messy admission that you are a sinner, and without even having to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Just put your faith in your faith and in TBN. They'll do all the work for you.
While the Bible does not condemn people making money fairly, nor does it condemn those who have it and use it for righteous purposes. I doubt it takes a benevolent view of fraud. When these tele-evangelists make extravagant promises about God repaying the “offerings” 100 fold, not only are they making fraudulent claims but they are also signing a promissory note on God’s behalf (Promissory notes differ from IOUs in that they contain a specific promise to pay, rather than simply acknowledging that a debt exists) make promises on the Lords behalf, other than those He Himself makes in His word. 

Had Martin Luther, considered to be the father of the reformation movement, been alive in this day and age, he would probably have been posting a second thesis on the doors of The Trinity Broadcasting Network (See TBN) in protest of the principle of salvation for a buck. What the Catholic Church was doing in the 16th century is exactly what the tele-evangelical community is doing today… running a business in the name of God and His blessings.

[Please note that this is not an open endorsement of everything that Martin Luther believed. We are told today that the rallying cry of the Reformation was: Sola Scriptura! Sola Gratia! Sola Fide! (Scripture only, Grace only, Faith only). But is this what Luther actually believed and taught? In 1529, Luther published his most popular book, the Small Catechism. By commenting briefly in question and answer form on the Ten Commandments, the Apostles' Creed, the Lord's Prayer, baptism, and the Lord's Supper, the Small Catechism explains the theology of the evangelical reformation. As Luther's theology is presented in the excerpts from his Small Catechism, ask yourself this question: "If this theology was presented to you anonymously (i.e., without Luther's name on it), what would you think about the so-called saving faith of its author?" 

The bottom line, no matter how much “word of faith” or “prosperity by faith” teachers want to tell congregations otherwise, is that prosperity is not a demonstration of how much faith (or lack there of) a person has or how much favor they have collected in God’s eyes. On the contrary the Bible warns us of excessive wealth leading to destruction, calls on us to serve and warns us against collecting wealth here on earth. Jesus (and somehow I get the feeling He knew what He was talking about) warned that if we collect treasure here on earth, our heart would be in those treasures instead of where it should be i.e. serving God and spreading the word. 

Regrettably, in the case of many of these evangelists, Jesus’ words have come to pass with pinpoint accuracy. 

They are teaching people greed and covetousness.
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Section VI 
In The Service of God or Mammon, the Crown without the Cross, Prayer and the Sovereignty of God
http://www.inplainsite.org/html/prosperity_doctrine_6.html 
Covetousness and Greed, Needs vs. Wants, The Best of Both Worlds? 

God or Mammon: 
Mammon, a word of uncertain origin, was a term used by Jesus usually as an indication of some unworthy aspects of wealth, or people's attitudes towards wealth.  Jesus' words in the book of Luke were very telling, contrasting as He did "unrighteous mammon" and "true riches". Speaking to the Pharisees, who were lovers of money Jesus said that what they valued was detestable in God's sight

If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another's, who will give you that which is your own? No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. And the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things; and they scoffed at him. And he said unto them, Ye are they that justify yourselves in the sight of men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God. [Luke 16:11-15] 

Very obviously, service of God and service of mammon are mutually exclusive. As Jesus said, we cannot serve two masters. Either we will hate the one and love the other, or we will be devoted to the one and despise the other. 


Covetousness and Greed
Covetousness is the tenth commandment in the Old Testament and it is easy to see why. While temptation may come from the outside world, it is only when we allow that temptation to rest and grow in our hearts that it becomes the seed for sin. Jesus made it very clear that sin originates from within the human heart. 

And he said, That which proceedeth out of the man, that defileth the man. For from within, out of the heart of men, evil thoughts proceed, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, covetings (Greek pleonexia), wickednesses, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, railing, pride, foolishness: all these evil things proceed from within, and defile the man. [Mark 7:20-23] 

Note: pleonexia, used some ten times in the New Testament, means avarice or greed.
There are several outstanding examples in the Old Testament of the terrible consequences of greed and covetousness 

In 1Kings 21 we are told the story of Ahab king of Samaria who so desired some land owned by Naboth that his wife Jezebel conspired to have Naboth killed. His reward? God told Ahab that dogs would lick his blood in the same place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth. 

In Joshua 7, a single act of covetousness on the part of one man Achan who purloined and hidden away that which had been dedicated to God (Joshua 6:19), led to a terrible defeat of the Israeli army at the hands of the men of Ai. Achan's words speak for themselves... "When I saw among the spoil a goodly Babylonish mantle, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, and took them; and, behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent, and the silver under it". [Joshua 7:21]

King David coveted Bathsheba, his neighbour's wife which led to her becoming pregnant, David murdering her husband to cover up his sin and finally serious repercussions for, not only David's family, but the entire nation of Israel. 

In the New Testament, the covetous man is linked with idolaters and with those who are entirely excluded from the kingdom of God. In the New Testament, Paul even warns the Corinthians not to keep company, or even eat with a brother who is covetous.

But as it is, I wrote unto you not to keep company, if any man that is named a brother be a fornicator, or covetous (Greek pleonektes), or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such a one no, not to eat. [1Corinthians 5:11] 

But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as becometh saints; ... For this ye know of a surety, that no fornicator, nor unclean person, nor covetous (Greek pleonektes) man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God [Ephesians 5:3, 5]

Put to death therefore your members which are upon the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry; [Colossians 3:5]


Needs Vs. Wants
However a distinction has to be made between normal human need or want, and covetousness or greed, defined as an intense and selfish desire for something, especially wealth, power, or food. Everyone on the face of the planet has, to one extent or the other, needs and desires which obviously varies with the circumstances of the person concerned. While there probably is a large difference in world view, the basics are well explained by Craig Nathanson, a Vocational Coach...  

We need food, clothing, shelter, reliable transportation, education, enrichment, and the technology necessary to do our work. Also, we need the occasional small indulgence to treat our children and ourselves. We do not need 500 cable TV channels, brand new luxury cars, 5,000-square-foot homes in exclusive neighborhoods, lavish ski vacations, and smart phones that do everything but think for us. [34]


The Best of Both Worlds?
Matthew 19:16-30 and Mark 10:17-45 both relate the incident of the rich young man (Luke calls him a ruler) who came to Jesus claiming to be righteous and to have followed all of the commandments from his youth. (It is evident that he was telling the truth since verse 21 in Matthew tells us that Jesus loved him). However this young man seemed to want to take no chances and wanted to know what the one thing was that he could do that, so to speak, would take him over the edge and guarantee him eternal life. 

Jesus' instruction to sell all and follow Him revealed that although this young man claimed to desire the key to eternal life, he actually wanted the best of both worlds. (One has to wonder how our wealthy evangelists would respond to a similar request from the Lord) In the final analysis, his earthly possessions and lifestyle meant more to him than becoming a follower of Christ.  

But when the young man heard the saying, he went away sorrowful; for he was one that had great possessions. [Matthew 19:22] This triggered Jesus' teachings about wealth and the kingdom of Heaven in which He said that it is easier for a camel to go through a needle's eye, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God [v.24]. This greatly astonished the disciples since it went against the conventional thinking of the day. The belief, prevalent both in that day (and in too many of our modern day churches), is that richness was clear evidence of God's blessing on a person's life and the rich would automatically be in the kingdom. By implication this means that the poor are either doing something wrong and/or are being punished for sin. 

The reasoning of the disciples was that a rich person was blessed by God and therefore had to be a righteous person. And if this rich, righteous person could not get into the Kingdom, then who could? 

However Jesus turned this belief on its head comparing the difficulty a rich man has in entering the kingdom to that of a camel going through the eye of a needle. It again has to be noted that Jesus was not saying that no wealthy man could be saved since, as already pointed out, some of the stalwarts of the Old Testament who will have a share in the kingdom, were men of wealth.  

Peter then brings up the fact that he and the other disciples had abandoned everything to follow Jesus and asks what they will have as a reward. (Note that Peter's words also reflect the belief among the Jews that God's favor could be earned). To this our Lord replied that their inheritance in the kingdom would be very great.

And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, that ye who have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit on the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And every one that hath left houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and shall inherit eternal life. [Matthew 19:28. Emphasis Added. Also See Mark 10:29-30] 
In the words of Allen Ross of Bible.org...
Jesus closed his teachings with a proverbial saying--many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first. Like so many proverbial sayings, this is open to differing interpretations. But in this context the message has to do with who has a reward in the world to come. It is clear that eternal life (both the salvation and the life in the world to come) is a work of grace; and the common notion that the rich, powerful, and prominent of this day will advance in the kingdom beyond the poor, the weak, and the obscure, is here denied. A rich man on earth is not guaranteed a greater place in the kingdom than a poor man, even if people think the rich are blessed by God; that is a worldly notion of eternal life (remember that the widow who gave a pittance was received by God above those who sounded the trumpet). Those who surrender to the Lord with a childlike trust will find advancement in the kingdom and great reward; but that surrender will involve being willing to relinquish all that this world has provided for the sake of serving Christ. [35]

In other words... the rich and famous in this world may not be the rich and famous in the next.. especially since Jesus was very clear that His followers had to deny themselves and daily take up their crosses, adding that those that did not do so were not worthy of Him... which bring us to...


A Note of Caution
This piece is about the false teachings in the church and the rank greed that accompanies too many ministries, but one has to caution that the whole issue of money can not be overly simplified. 

The debate rages over the question of the Christian and material goods. While the early Christians tended towards the ascetic and considered an excess of wealth morally and spiritually damaging, in their days (as through so much of human history) a small and powerful elite owned everything while the vast majority lived in sub human conditions. The rich lived off the back of those too weak to be able to fight back. 

However times have changed... Most people now have gained their wealth not through inheritance or by exploiting the poor, but through honest work. The middle class is in the majority... at least in the west.

This has led to many Christians being able to live far more comfortably than every before. But there are yet questions that need to be addressed. While we take personal possessions for granted how much is too much? How should we live? How much should we keep and how much should we give away? 

When does the respect for money become a worship of the god mammon?

What the Prosperity Doctrine teaches is that a believer can have...


The Crown without The Cross

The Cross
I am certain that most Christians will have little argument with the claim that a believer's life is to be patterned on that of Jesus... that disciples of Christ walk in His footsteps or they aren't disciples. But in order to walk in Christ's footsteps, we have to have some idea where He walked and how He got there. Even the most cursory look at the Messiah's life tells us that when He came to earth He voluntarily relinquished the throne of heaven to give His life for us. Philippians 2:7 says He 

"emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being made in the likeness of men".

...and, according to Matthew 8:20, did not even have a place to lay His head while here on earth... “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” (I have absolutely no idea how exactly this fits in with the claim that Jesus was a rich man... heard in some prosperity churches). 

The eternal Son of God willingly waived His rights for a lowly birth, a life of poverty constantly opposed by the religious leaders of the day.  He rode into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey and endured the deepest shame of not only being crucified between two thieves but actually becoming a curse.

Our modern world focuses a great deal on self and our rights.. Self Image, Self Esteem, Self Gratification, Self Empowerment... Embracing One's Self etc. 

But, in passages that seems to be often overlooked, Jesus said that His followers had to deny themselves and daily take up their crosses, adding that those that did not do so were not worthy of Him. While there are many circumstances in which we are justified in demanding our rights, our faith demands a different mindset... it demands a willingness to deny ourselves, take up our crosses, make sacrifices and often forgo our "rights" and gazing into the mirror of self. Becoming a disciple of Christ means to totally surrender to His will and cause. Total surrender includes being willing to relinquish all that this world has provided, and can provide, in order to serve Him.

As so well said by pastor Chris Strevel of the Covenant Presbyterian Church in Buford, GA...

By his entire life our Savior demonstrated the meaning of cross-bearing. His life was essentially and definitively marked by self-denial, a willing renunciation of his rightful claims as the eternal Son of God (Phil. 2:5-8). His lowly birth, life of poverty and suffering, and constant conflict with sin and Satan all indicate the nature of cross-bearing...

The essence of Christian discipleship is cross-bearing. Cross-bearing is not stoic acceptance of the creaks and pains of advancing age. It is not bearing the morning drive, doing without because the credit cards are maxed, or trying to please an implacable boss. Such things, great and small, are the common lot of fallen humanity. Cross-bearing is not finding that Starbuck’s has run out of your favorite latte flavor or that someone snatched up the coveted EBay item right before the auction closed. Such trivialization of cross-bearing is exerting a baneful influence upon the church. Something far more pointed and glorious is intended by our Savior’s frequent declarations about bearing the cross...

Will Christians cease depending upon political candidates, a bottom-of-the-ninth save, and "seven steps to save the world?" Will we return to Calvary, to the old rugged cross?
Cross-bearing means that we must not confuse being a Christian with being an American, or a capitalist, or a devotee of Constitutionalism. It means that the primary battle is not in Washington D.C. or Hollywood. It is in your life and my life.. [36]


The Crown
Paul tells us what happened after Jesus was resurrected from the dead... 

But as wherefore also God highly exalted him, and gave unto him the name which is above every name; that in the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven and things on earth and things under the earth and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  [Philippians 2:9-11]

Humility came before honour.

It is well to remember that Jesus warned that, like Him, our rewards will come later. He assured his disciples that those who have willingly given up "houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and shall inherit eternal life". [Matthew 19:29]. Bearing this in mind they were to rejoice when they were persecuted.

And he said unto all, if any man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me. [Luke 9:23. Also Matthew 16:24]

And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy of me [Matthew 10:38]

Blessed are ye when men shall reproach you, and persecute you, and say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets that were before you. [Matthew 5:11-12] 

Both Peter and Paul echoed these principles when they exhorted believers to give themselves up as living sacrifices, because if we suffer with Him we will also be glorified with Him. Suffering is a trial by fire.

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service. [Romans 12:1]  

The Spirit himself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are children of God: and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified with him. For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed to us-ward. [Romans 8:16-18] 

Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, ye have been put to grief in manifold trials, that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold that perisheth though it is proved by fire, may be found unto praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ: [1 Peter 1:6-7]  

In the early days after Pentecost, the apostles were frequently threatened and beaten in efforts to stop their preaching. But they counted it an honor to suffer for His name, while Paul, who went through any number of trials, including being imprisoned, called all his suffering a "light affliction". 

"So they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name" [Acts 5:41].

For our light affliction, which is for the moment, worketh for us more and more exceedingly an eternal weight of glory;  while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.  [2 Corinthians 4:17 -18] 

Certainly none of this indicates that all believers will be persecuted for the faith or come to gruesome ends, but the principles of carrying ones cross and denying oneself applies to every facet of our lives. Jesus' warning about counting the cost and denial of self is diametrically opposed to the Prosperity Doctrines mantra of "Your best life now".

However self-denial is not a very popular part of the faith. In fact I am not sure if self-denial has any part in the faith of all too many modern Christians, who want salvation on their own terms, with as little personal sacrifice as possible. 


The Prosperity Doctrine, Prayer and the Sovereignty of God
In The Power of Positive Thinking, Norman Vincent Peale says 

It is important to realize that you are dealing with the most tremendous power in the world when you pray. 

Which makes one think that this most tremendous power he refers to must be the God of the Bible, but it is not. Peale continues  

"You can receive guidance in problems if prayer is allowed to permeate your subconscious, the seat of the forces which determines whether you take right or wrong actions... If you have not experienced this power, perhaps you need to learn new techniques of prayer. It is well to study prayer from an efficiency point of view. Usually the emphasis is entirely religious though no cleavage exists between the two concepts. Scientific spiritual practice rules out stereotyped procedure even as it does in general science. If you have been praying in a certain manner, even if it has brought you blessings, which it doubtless has, perhaps you can pray even more profitably by varying the pattern and by experimenting with fresh formulas. Get new insights; practice new skills to attain greatest results. 

...New and fresh spiritual techniques are being constantly discovered by men and women of spiritual genius... bear in mind that the secret of prayer is to find the process that will most effectively open your mind to God. Any method through which you can stimulate the power of God to flow into your mind is legitimate and usable.  [Page 43]

Clearly the problem here is that Peale, although an ordained Methodist minister, went so far down the wrong path that he seemed to have lost sight of what prayer was.   Prayer is simply talking to God, and it is God that can and does guide believers, not our "subconscious". 
I do not know what god Peale was referring to but the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob does not give the thinnest kind of whatever about "fresh formulas" and "new skills". He cares about the heart of a person. He cares about obedience and fruits of the Spirit. His children do not have to have the formula down pat in order for Him to respond. To even suggest that He regularly wants us to learn "new techniques" is beyond ludicrous and very, very far from anything the Scriptures say... For example

Let us therefore draw near with boldness unto the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and may find grace to help us in time of need. [Hebrews 4:16]  

in whom we have boldness and access in confidence through our faith in him. [Ephesians 3:12] 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus. [Philippians 4:6-7]

In August 1980 the General Presbytery of the Assemblies of God issued an official statement regarding positive confession, which included the following  

When the positive confession view teaches that believers are to confess rather than to pray for things which God has promised, it overlooks the teaching of God's Word concerning importunate prayer. According to some who hold this view of positive confession, God's promises are in the area of material, physical, and spiritual blessings; believers are to claim or confess these blessings and not to pray for them.

The instruction not to pray for promised blessings is contrary to the teaching of God's Word. Food is one of God's promised blessings, yet Jesus taught His disciples to pray: "Give us this day our daily bread" (Matthew 6:11). Wisdom is a promised blessing of God, yet Scripture states, if any man "lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not" (James 1:5). Jesus called the Holy Spirit the promise of the Father (Luke 24:49), and yet He also taught that God would give the Holy Spirit to them that ask (Luke 11:13).

While there were times God told people not to pray, as in the case of Moses at the Red Sea (Exodus 14:15), there are many Scriptures reminding believers to pray, and that, without ceasing (Romans 12:12; Philippians 4:6, 1 Thessalonians 5:17).

Jesus emphasized the importance of importunity in prayer. The illustration of the persistent friend who came at midnight asking for bread to set before his guests became the basis for Christ's statement, "Ask, and it shall be given you" (Luke 11:5-10). The parable of the widow and the unjust judge became the occasion for our Lord to emphasize importunity in prayer (Luke 18:1-8). These people were commended for importunity and not for prayerless positive confession.

While God's ways are above man's ways, and we cannot understand the reason for every command in Scripture, we do know that in His wisdom God has ordained prayer as part of the process included in meeting a need. Rather than an indication of doubt, importunate prayer can be an indication of obedience and faith. [37] 

At the same time it has to be noted that the Bible clearly stipulates conditions for receiving answers to prayer. For example, we are told that we must abide in Christ and have His Word abiding in us [John 15:7]; that we must not ask with wrong motives [James 4:3]; that we must have our earthly relationships in order [e.g., 1 Pet. 3:7]; and that what we ask must be according to His will [1 John 5:14]. While it is wrong to use these verses as excuses never to ask God for things, it is also wrong to ignore these verses and teach that one can get anything one wants in prayer.

All of which bring us to the topic of 


The Sovereignty of God
The prosperity teachers do not refer to faith as a person's belief and reliance on the power of God who alone can move mountains, but teach that the words themselves have creative "power". As mentioned before Andrew Wommack Ministries says [Emphasis Added] 

Faith is released by speaking words. Notice that speaking is emphasized three times in this one verse, and the Lord commands us to believe that what we say will come to pass. We are to believe in the power of our words. [38] 

While Joel Osteen claims almost the same thing.

"One of the best ways that we can improve our self-image is with our words. Words are like seeds. They have creative power. It says in Isaiah that 'We will eat the fruit of our words.' [39]

Proponents of Positive Confession seems to forget that they are dealing with the God of the universe. They imply or even directly state that the right technique and an adequate amount of faith requires God to act. His will, or what He wants, becomes of no account. Instead the desires of a man's heart backed by positive Confession is a binding mandate on God... making the believer the one who is calling the shots.  

Which, in effect, means that He has surrendered His sovereignty... 

What happened to Paul's many exhortations to learn and conform to God's will? 

Wherefore be ye not foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. [Ephesians 5:17] 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your reasonable service (or worship). Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is— his good, pleasing and perfect will. Romans 12:1-2:

In Romans Paul exhorts the Roman Christians to actively choose to do what is 'reasonable'... which is to present or offer their bodies as a living sacrifice. This is a metaphor taken from the Old Testament where the offerer's gift placed on the altar was thus presented to God and became His property. Paul goes on to say that only the heart that is renewed is able to ascertain what the will of God is... or what is perfect and acceptable to God.
Seems to me that the Prosperity Doctrine states just the opposite... 

The Bible talks of believers becoming obedient servants and yielded instruments in the hands of God. The prosperity Doctrine talks of compelling God to do what they want him to do... using God's power to further their own agendas. They are unconcerned with what God's will is, but wants what is perfect and acceptable to themselves.  

To teach people that their faith, or the amount of their faith, takes precedence over the will and sovereignty of God is a not only a gross perversion of the Bible, but takes God off His throne and seats man's faith in His place. 


Conditions of Answered Prayer
1 John 5:14 tells us that if we ask anything in accordance with His will He hears us. Therefore it stands to reason that if what we ask for is not in accordance with His will, He will not grant our wish regardless of how sincerely we ask or how great the magnitude of our 'faith'. 

And this is the boldness which we have toward him, that, if we ask anything according to his will, he heareth us: 

John 15:7 says we must abide in Christ and have His Word abiding in us before we are granted our prayers. However abiding in Christ means that His words are the guiding principle of our lives. Anyone who abides in Christ is not going to ask with the wrong motives nor are they going to ask to indulge their own pleasures... as the verse shows.

If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatsoever ye will, and it shall be done unto you. 

James 4:3 says we ask and do not receive because we ask amiss (with wrong motives) which James defines as physical desires/pleasures and self-indulgence. 

"Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may spend it in your pleasures". 

1 Peter 3:7 says our relationships must be in order

Ye husbands, in like manner, dwell with your wives according to knowledge, giving honor unto the woman, as unto the weaker vessel, as being also joint-heirs of the grace of life; to the end that your prayers be not hindered. 
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Section VII  
Conclusion - Does God Want Us To Be Poor? The Link between Love and Desire, Front and Center Stage
http://www.inplainsite.org/html/prosperity_doctrine_7.html 
Does God Want Us to Be Poor?
This is in no way to subscribe to the theory that God wants his people to be poor and needy. God is not opposed to wealth and the Bible never once condemns those that have money, just because they have money. In fact some of God's finest... Abraham, David and Job for example, were men of substance. Although he eventually fell rather badly from early on King Solomon was wealthy by any standard. 

The problem arises because of our tendency to equate success with wealth. Because we want to see ourselves as successful, we want to be wealthy.  However, God does not does not define success in monetary terms. It is possible to be rich and be a failure, or to be poor but yet counted a success in God's kingdom. Our financial standing has no relationship to our standing with God. Besides which we have to pay very careful attention to answer to the question of why God warns against wanting to be wealthy and focusing on the material in this world. ? 

What could possibly be wrong with wanting to be prosperous?


The Link between Love and Desire
Even the tele-evangelists themselves, pretending that there is no kinship between desiring money and loving money, point to 1 Timothy 6:10 that says it is the love of money that is the root of all evil. But, as usual, the preceding verse has been glossed over. It says 

But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction (1 Timothy 6:9). 

The author of the book of Hebrews himself correlates love of money with wanting more than you already have.

Be ye free from the love of money; content with such things as ye have: for himself hath said, I will in no wise fail thee, neither will I in any wise forsake thee. [Hebrews 13:5]

So, according to the proponents of the prosperity doctrine, God's wants me to prosper materially in this lifetime, In order to do so I have to see myself "rising to new levels". I have to take the time to learn the techniques that will cause God to 'increase me financially'. I have to see my dreams coming to pass. In other words I have to have the desire to obtain more than I have now. 

So why then does God warn that this desire is likely to plunge me into ruin and destruction? 

Front and Center Stage
The answer is simple. As the Word says... the "deceitfulness of wealth" can choke out the Word of God..

"Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful." (Mark 4:18-19) does telling

Has anyone noticed that, from cover to cover, the entire Bible, revolves around the theme of sin and salvation. It is the thread that around which the entire fabric of the Bible is woven... the one subject that under-girds virtually every one of the sixty-six books of the Bible. 

Yet, when prosperity teachers ascend their stages, there is a distinct lack of preaching on the Bible's Raison d'être ... Sin, The Wrath of God, and His judgment, Repentance and Salvation. None of which appeals to the modern generation who prefer to have their ears tickled rather than put up with sound doctrine, even though their very lives depend on it. 

What was that again about the "deceitfulness of wealth" choking out the Word of God? What was that again about those who want to get rich fall into traps and being plunged into ruin and destruction? 

Since so many Christians love the messages of Being all you can be, Achieving all you can achieve, and Getting all you can get that pander to self, is it any wonder that these churches, along with those that preach to 'felt needs", have so many followers and grow like weeds? While we might mourn the fact that so many have fallen into the snare set by the wolves in the church, we cannot deny that we were warned that this would happen.

For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. [2 Timothy 4:3] 

While there is truth to the statement made by Kirbyjon Caldwell, who said

"it depends on how you define prosperity. I am not a proponent of saying the Lord's name three times, clicking your heels and then you get what you ask for. But you cannot give what you do not have. We are fighting what we call the social demons. If I am going to help someone, I am going to have to have something with which to help." [8] 

No doubt one cannot give what one doesn't have, but exactly how many people desire material goods just so that they can give it away and do others some good? In how many cases would the giving substantially exceed the usual ten percent teaching broadcast from most pulpits.  In any case In 2 Corinthians 8:2 Paul praises the Macedonians for abundant giving despite their deep poverty. 

How that in much proof of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality. 

This in plain English reads 

How while they were undergoing every sort of trouble, and were in the greatest need, they took all the greater joy in being able to give freely to the needs of others. [2 Corinthians 8:2. Bible in Basic English]

Or did Time magazine hit the nail on the head when they equated what is preached by Joel Osteen and others with "American materialism". 

Most unnerving for Osteen's critics is the suspicion that they are fighting not just one idiosyncratic misreading of the gospel but something more daunting: the latest lurch in Protestantism's ongoing descent into full-blown American materialism. After the eclipse of Calvinist Puritanism, whose respect for money was counterbalanced by a horror of worldliness, much of Protestantism quietly adopted the idea that "you don't have to give up the American Dream. You just see it as a sign of God's blessing," says Edith Blumhofer, director of Wheaton College's Center for the Study of American Evangelicals...  [40]

In other words.. The Christian faith clashed with American culture... and culture won hands down. But as Jesus cautioned the church in Laodicea

Because thou sayest, I am rich, and have gotten riches, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art the wretched one and miserable and poor and blind and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me gold refined by fire, that thou mayest become rich; and white garments, that thou mayest clothe thyself, and that the shame of thy nakedness be not made manifest; and eye salve to anoint thine eyes, that thou mayest see. [Revelation 3:17-18] 


Universal Application? 
One factor that seems to have not to be taken into consideration is that this doctrine is usually preached to Christians living in an affluent, or at least a comfortable society. However any Biblical doctrine has to have universal application... whether the believer lives in a grass hut in the jungle, or shops on Main Street. It has to be as effective in the slums as it is in the suburbs. It has to work in third world countries as much as it does in the west. As asked by the Assemblies of God...

Does the teaching have meaning only for those living in an affluent society? Or does it also work among the refugees of the world? What application does the teaching have for believers imprisoned for their faith by atheistic governments? Are those believers substandard who suffer martyrdom or grave physical injury at the hands of cruel, ruthless dictators. [37]


Muddling Through?
According to the Time magazine article, Joyce Meyer asked 

"Who would want to get in on something where you're miserable, poor, broke and ugly and you just have to muddle through until you get to heaven?" [7]

Well actually Joyce, anyone with half a brain in their heads and a tiny amount of common sense, which should tell them that that the hope of the Gospel is life everlasting, not the drop in a bucket, seventy odd years that we have in this life. But perhaps that is a bit too much to hope for from this 'Gimme Generation" that wants everything and wants it now. Long term goals are fine as long as they happen tomorrow.
To use the term "muddle through" is to imply that we are on our own and that we have no choice but to make it one way or the other until we reach the promised land.  Apparently there is no middle ground between being "miserable, poor, broke and ugly" and palatial homes, classic automobiles, expensive works of art and a fat bank account. 

What happened to putting our focus on God and His righteousness and Him adding on all the essentials... food, drink and clothing.

“Therefore do not worry, saying ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things shall be added to you”. (Matthew 6:31-33)

And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. [Philippians 4:19]

Look around. Have you noticed that, in terms of social status, education, or income, most believers come from lower and middle classes? As the apostle James said

Hearken, my beloved brethren; did not God choose them that are poor as to the world to be rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he promised to them that love him? [James 2:5] 

This does not mean that God is not willing to save the rich, since there is no partiality with Him but, as said by the commentator Albert Barnes, 

 "...there are circumstances in the condition of the poor which make it more likely that they will embrace the offers of the gospel than the rich; and that in fact the great mass of believers is taken from those who are in comparatively humble life". 

Although poor by the world's standards, they are rich in what is far more important... faith in God, which makes them heirs of much greater riches than this world can give... they are heirs to the Kingdom. Even a cursory glance through the biographies of some of the great servants of God will reveal that none of them were rich. 


The 'Poor' Servants of God
A.W. Tozer is one of the most quoted and respected Christians in Christendom today but money was extremely tight in the early days of his ministry. The Tozers made a pact to trust God for all their needs regardless of the circumstances. "We are convinced that God can send money to His believing children, but it becomes a pretty cheap thing to get excited about the money and fail to give the glory to Him who is the Giver!" Tozer never swayed from this principle. Material things were never an issue and the family never owned a car. Tozer, instead, opted for the bus and train for travel. Many have said if Tozer had food, clothing, and his books, he was content. Even after becoming a well-known Christian author, Tozer signed away much of his royalties to those who were in need. 


God Funds His Own Projects
To those that claim that it takes exorbitant amounts of money to take the Gospel into people's homes all around the world, thus justifying the constant begging for donations, I say... you know nothing about your God... If God gives you a job to do or sends you on a mission it is His responsibility to provide for you and to make sure that you have everything needed to carry out the assignment. 

The constant warnings to viewers from stations like TBN and Daystar etc. is that they will not be able to stay on the air if said viewers will not give generously. Horse manure! The only reason there is for anyone to resort to fund raising, begging, and who knows how many gimmicks to raise money, is if their project is NOT from God...  When they have to fund multi-million dollar church buildings or ministry buildings that God did not commission. 

Besides which the majority of people who tune into Christian radio or television programs are Christians. For the most part, unbelievers don't watch Christian programming. 

On two occasions when Jesus sent His disciples out to preach the Gospel, He told them not to take anything with them for the journey not staff, wallet, bread, money... not even two coats [Luke 9:1-6, 10:1-30]. The world was turned on it's head largely by a bunch of Jewish nobodies who didn't have a penny to their name between them... "Silver and Gold I have none"... 


George Mueller lived by prayer and faith alone, feeding and housing thousands of homeless children in England. Yet he advertised his financial needs to no one but God. He never asked for a penny from any one and his prayers were answered in seemingly impossible situations. In fact in 1856 he wrote to a man who had sent him 100 pounds for the maintenance of him and his family. Mueller turned down this offer saying [Emphasis Added]

“I have no property whatsoever, nor has my dear wife; nor have I had one single shilling regular salary as a Minister of the Gospel for the last twenty-six years, nor as the director of the orphan house... ” He added that he thought that any provision for himself and his family “...would be displeasing to my Heavenly Father who has so bountifully given me my daily bread hitherto.”

Since there is not enough space or time to go in to the lives of other servants of God like Hudson Taylor, the reader would do well to research it for themselves. None of them sought wealth, money or prestige, and many died almost penniless. They knew the Word of God through and through, but never 'claimed the promises' that God make them wealthy. The only prosperity they sought was the prosperity of seeing many souls converted to Christ. Or did they, like Paul, have it all wrong.

So how is the gospel to be spread? The bottom line is the Gospel was always spread one on one ... or in small assemblies. While there is absolutely nothing wrong with modern media which, in many instances, can make things so much easier, it doesn't have to cost the earth. Besides which God is perfectly capable of taking care of whatever costs are incurred. 
In fact, how much better proof can there be that a ministry is God driven than if said ministry never asks for a penny, but takes all their requirements to God in prayer, then miraculously has all their needs met... often at the eleventh hour. Who, even in the secular world, would not eventually realize that 'something' is going on there? 

The bottom line is the prosperity doctrine is preached by those who have no compunction in feeding off the gullibility of those in need, using the Word of God to further their own ends. The tragedy is that they take advantage of genuine human need, convincing people that the best way to get out of debt, or find a better paying job is to donate to them. 

They are those shepherds talked about by the Prophet Zechariah…

Thus says the Lord my God, “Feed the flock for slaughter, whose owners slaughter them and feel no guilt; for those who sell them say ‘Blessed be the Lord, for I am rich’; and their shepherds do not pity them.” (Zechariah 11:4-5)

Which brings us to our final question...


How Does Thought Precede Physical Form?
The million dollar question is whether matter can be manipulated by sound (or thought) that emanates from a person, or are these sounds and thoughts heard by or perceived by an intelligent force, that then manipulates the matter?  

The unsettling parallels between the principles espoused by so called Christian preachers and men inspired by the occult should have begun to raise questions in the mind of any discerning reader. The belief common between them is that thought precedes physical form...we translate into physical reality the thoughts and attitudes we hold in our minds... regardless of what they are.

The question of how this happens has two possible answers, both of which lead back to exactly the same place. 

On the one hand, it is argued that since the book of Genesis tells us that all matter was spoken into existence people can, to some miniscule degree, do what God did. Either they can speak things into existence or, at least, manipulate existing matter. This perhaps because of being made "in His image" which, in spite of the many and varied opinions advanced, remains a little understood concept. However, as usual, many of the Word Faith preachers take it ten steps further and teach that not only is it possible for our thoughts to transform physical reality, but it is happens because people are gods. [See Man as god]
"[Man] was created on terms of equality with God, and he could stand in God's presence without any consciousness of inferiority... God made us as much like Himself as possible... He made us the same class of being that He is Himself... Man lived in the realm of God. He lived on terms equal with God... [The] believer is called Christ... That's who we are; we're Christ" (Kenneth Hagin, Zoe: The God-Kind of Life, 1989. Pgs. 35-36, 41)

"You don't have a god in you, you are one." (Kenneth Copeland, "The Force of Love" tape # 02-0028)

"Adam and Eve were placed in the world as the seed and expression of God. Just as dogs have puppies and cats have kittens, so God has little gods; we have trouble comprehending this truth. Until we comprehend that we are little gods, we cannot manifest the kingdom of God" (Bishop Earl P. Paulk. Satan Unmasked. Pg. 97) [More about Paulk]
"You have the same creative faith and ability on the inside of you that God used when he created the heavens and the earth." (Kenneth Copeland. "Inner Image of the Covenant", Audiotape. Side 2)

Note: As an aside, Copeland’s statement that God used "faith" to create the heavens and earth is so much poppycock. Who or what exactly did God have "creative faith" in, considering that He is the object of faith. He is the one we have faith in. He, in Himself has the ability to accomplish whatever it is He wishes.

Make absolutely no mistake... man is not, never has been, and never will be a “little god”. Man is not, never has been, and never will be Christ or equal to Christ in any way. 

However, we run into a very large question mark when it comes to using thought to change the physical, simply because Napoleon Hill’s principles or “magic formula” actually seem to work. This was testified to by men such as United States Presidents Theodore Roosevelt, Harding, Wilson, and Taft, plus some of the world's greatest scientists and founders of America's leading corporations: Thomas A. Edison, Luther Burbank, John D. Rockefeller, F. W. Woolworth, William Wrigley, Jr., George Eastman (Eastman Kodak), Robert Dollar (Dollar Steamship Lines), and others. The following endorsements (among other) are seen in the 1941 edition of Think and Grow Rich.. [Emphasis Added]

Woolworth said "By applying many of the 17 fundamentals of the Law of Success philosophy we have built a great chain of successful stores. I presume it would be no exaggeration of fact if I said that the Woolworth Building might properly be called a monument to the soundness of these principles."

William Wrigley "Whatever success I may have attained I owe, entirely, to the application of your 17 fundamental principles of the Law of Success. I believe I have the honor of being your first student."

And through the ensuing years since Hill first set pen to paper, his principles and techniques are taught, in one form or the other, by every motivational speaker/ life coach on the planet... with often successful results. The non-believing world can, by learning and applying certain principles match, or even exceed, the gain that "Christian" ministers promise. 

How? We do not know. 

But what is very apparent is that it is not only God that grants health and wealth. 


On the other hand the second option is that it takes intelligence, defined as the ability to acquire and apply knowledge and skills, to order a sequence of events that leads to poverty or riches. While it is all very well to use high-sounding terms like "Cosmic Ordering", these terms are meaningless since the cosmos or universe has no intelligence or ability to hear your words or perceive your thoughts, much less cause your boss to offer you that dreamed of promotion, or cause your number to come up a winner in a lottery. 
In examining this second option, it has to be considered that there are only two intelligent forces in the spiritual world.. God and His angels, and Satan and his demons. 

So is God the only one that can heal a person or grant him financial stability and even wealth? Or do Satan and his demons use the "blessing" as tactics to fool people and perhaps, in many cases, lure them over to their side. 

The problem is that people don't believe Satan or his demons can perform genuine miracles. The Christian has been repeatedly told that God is the source of health and wealth and that Satan's work is to maim and destroy, so they assume that any teaching that is accompanied by signs... whether a fat bank account, freedom from debt or a physical healing... has to be from God.  However it has to be remembered that Satan is not particularly concerned whether or not you prosper financially and materially, or have perfect health in this life as long as at the end of it all you are judged unworthy at the judgment seat of Christ. Satan is perfectly capable of giving you your hearts desire whether it be money, property or the constitution of an ox. [Also See Are All Miracles From God?]
Unfortunately, too many Christians, to their detriment, ignore the words of our Lord in Matthew 24:24

“For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect—if that were possible”.


The End Result... Doing Away With The Creator:
The problem is in many, if not most, cases these techniques have been shown to originate with those who can disguise themselves as angels of light while, as we have shown, the Bible does not tell us we can think or speak things into existence. To sum up...

There are no clear examples of Positive Confession in the Scriptures 

Negative statements do not result in negative results. 

The prosperity of Godless people often perplexed those that lived under God's laws, yet they were never instructed to "see" themselves as rich, but only assured that this situation would not last a very long time and that their basic needs would be taken care of. Rewards are not promised believers in this life.

The texts quoted over and over again by the Word of Faith teachers are usually taken way out of context and therefore do not prove their point. 

That the words logos and rhema so overlap in terms of definition and usage that there are absolutely no grounds to relegate them to entirely different categories, yet today's Word-Faith preachers have built entire doctrines around these imaginary distinctions 

The Scriptures refute the general principles behind the beliefs and teachings of the Prosperity Doctrine camp...

The teaching that believers are to confess rather than to pray for things which God has promised is contradicted by the Bible. Food is one of God's promised blessings, yet Jesus taught His disciples to pray: "Give us this day our daily bread". He also emphasized the importance of persistent prayer

Surely the fact that these techniques have stemmed from the occult world, should tell however it is accomplished, it perfectly suits the objectives of Satan and his cohorts. 

But, I started this section saying that the two choices 1) Matter can be manipulated by sound (or thought) that emanates from a person...  2) These sounds and thoughts heard by or perceived by an intelligent force, that then manipulates the matter both lead to exactly the same place, inasmuch as...

Both do away with, or render redundant, the necessity of the one Creator... Man, with or without help from dark forces, can create for himself. His "faith" and desires are firmly ensconced on the throne that belongs to God alone. 


Finally
For some reason the modern church seems to be under the impression that they cannot be fooled. Perhaps those simpletons of the first century needed to be warned about the wolves among the flock. Perhaps the uneducated peasants of the early church needed to be reminded that it is wise to check everything by the Word of God. But times have changed. Today's modern, smart techie generation can not be so easily taken in. How can any wolf fool us... after all won't their blood drenched fangs be a dead give away? 

So, we continue in our conceit, totally oblivious to the fact that the path we are on is pointed down, not up. That the fangs are well concealed behind the facade of ornate and expensive stages, slick even engaging personalities, and brilliant smiles. 

A day of judgment is coming when we will be asked, not how much money we had, but whether we lived a faithful life, and in that day the wolves, and those that heard and supported them, will not fare very well. 

 

Notes
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What’s wrong with the Faith Movement?
http://www.inplainsite.org/html/the_faith_movement.html
The assault of Christianity from within the Church as cultic theology is being increasingly accepted as true Christianity. This article highlights several serious problems with the Faith movement by providing an overview of its major sources and leaders. Part Two will focus on the movement's doctrinal deviations as represented by one of its leading proponents.
The loosely organized movement that began with Phineas Parkhurst Quimby, an unschooled Maine clockmaker and inventor who believed that he had rediscovered the lost healing methods of Jesus, eventually became known as New Thought. New Thought is the cornerstone for most of the formulas for happy and successful living. Reduced to it’s essentials, it very simply believes that your thoughts play a crucial role in the kind of life you experience, which is exactly what is being trumpeted from pulpits across the land. Additionally Phineas Quimby’s metaphysical teachings influenced E.W. Kenyon, and it was E.W. Kenyon's teachings that in turn influenced Kenneth Hagin, known as the father of the Word/Faith movement. Tracing this unholy genealogy can be confusing. The chart on this page should make it a little easier, and prove enlightening. The Common Origins of Christian Science, New Thought, Unity School of Christianity and the Word-Faith movement...
WHAT'S WRONG WITH THE FAITH MOVEMENT? (Part One):
E. W. Kenyon and the Twelve Apostles of Another Gospel 

What's wrong with the "Faith" movement? Its leaders include many of the most popular television evangelists. Its adherents compose a large percentage of charismatic evangelical Christians. Its emphases on faith, the authority of the believer, and the absolute veracity of Scripture could appear to be just what today's church needs. And yet, I am convinced that this movement poses one of the greatest contemporary threats to orthodox Christianity from within. Through it, cultic theology is being increasingly accepted as true Christianity.

This article will highlight several serious problems with the Faith movement by providing an overview of its major sources & leaders. Part Two will focus on the movement's doctrinal deviations as represented by one of its leading proponents. [1]


IT’S DEBT TO NEW THOUGHT
It is important to note at the outset that the bulk of Faith theology can be traced directly to the cultic teachings of New Thought metaphysics. Thus, much of the theology of the Faith movement can also be found in such clearly pseudo-Christian cults as Religious Science, Christian Science, and the Unity School of Christianity.

Over a century before the Faith movement became a powerful force within the Christian church, Phineas Parkhurst Quimby (1802-1866), the father of New Thought, was popularizing the notion that sickness and suffering ultimately have their origin in incorrect thinking. [2] Quimby's followers held that man could create his own reality through the power of positive affirmation (confession). [3] Metaphysical practitioners have long taught adherents to visualize health and wealth, and then to affirm or confess them with their mouths so that the intangible images may be transformed into tangible realities. [4] 

Although proponents of Faith theology have attempted to sanitize the metaphysical concept of the "power of mind" by substituting in its stead the "force of faith," for all practical purposes they have made a distinction without a difference. New Thought writer Warren Felt Evans, for example, wrote that "faith is the most intense form of mental action." [5]. In treating a patient, Evans commented that "the effect of the suggestion [or positive affirmation that the patient is well] is the result of the faith of the subject, for it is always proportioned to the degree in which the patient believes what you say" (emphasis in original). [6] Likewise, H. Emilie Cady, a well-known writer for Charles and Myrtle Fillmore's Unity School of Christianity, explained that "our affirming, backed by faith, is the link that connects our conscious human need with His power and supply." [7] Cady also claimed that "there is power in our word of faith to bring all good things right into our everyday life." [8] Such statements strongly indicate that the distinction between the "mind" of metaphysics and the "faith" of Faith theology is nothing but a figment of the imagination.


SUBSTANCE, STYLE, AND SCAMS
There is no denying that much of Faith theology is derived directly from metaphysics. Some of the substance, style, and scams endemic to the movement, however, can be traced primarily to the teachings and practices of certain post-World War II faith healers and revivalists operating within Pentecostal circles. [9] With regard to substance, for example, both Kenneth Copeland and Kenneth Hagin point to T. L. Osborn and William Branham as true men of God who greatly influenced their lives and ministries. Of course, Osborn himself has consistently followed E. W. Kenyon's (see below) Scripture-twisting antics, [10] and Branham has (among other things) denounced the doctrine of the Trinity as coming directly from the Devil. [11]

Unfortunately, Hagin and Copeland are not alone in affirming Branham; Faith proponent Benny Hinn gives him a hearty "thumbs up" as well. [12] When it comes to style, however, Hinn gravitates more toward such faith healers as Aimee Semple McPherson and Kathryn Kuhlman. In addition, Hinn has given his endorsement to notorious revivalist A. A. Allen, [13] who was truly a huckster if there ever was one — which brings us to our third "s," the scams.
Faith teachers such as Robert Tilton and his female counterpart, Marilyn Hickey, have copied many of the scams pioneered by Pentecostal preachers such as Oral Roberts and A. A. Allen. In fact, Tilton and Hickey have managed to exceed even their predecessors' outrageous ploys. This is hard to believe when one considers what sort of schemes they had to outdo.

Roberts, the reader may recall, is the man who claimed that Jesus appeared and told him God had chosen him to find the cure for cancer. In a lengthy appeal, Roberts avowed that the Lord told him, "I would not have had you and your partners build the 20-story research tower unless I was going to give you a plan that will attack cancer." Roberts then said that Jesus instructed him to tell his partners that "this is not Oral Roberts asking for the money but their Lord." [14] (The project was completed, but has since been "shut down and sold to a group of investors for commercial development." [15] Not surprisingly, no cure for cancer was ever found.)
In like fashion, A. A. Allen "scammed" his followers by asserting that he could command God to "turn dollar bills into twenties." [16] He was also known to have urged his followers to send for his "prayer cloths anointed with the Miracle Oil," [17] and he offered "Miracle tent shavings" as points of contact for personal miracles. [18] Allen even "launched a brief 'raise the dead' program." [19] Of course, it died.

Allen was eventually kicked out of the Assemblies of God denomination when he jumped bail after being arrested for drunk driving. [20] In 1970 he died from what "news accounts report [as] sclerosis of the liver." [21]

As we proceed to examine the primary purveyors of Faith theology, we will see living proof of the maxim that "error begets error and heresy begets heresy." If, for example, one examines the cultic progression of E. W. Kenyon's theology, one will discover that his original deviations from orthodox Christianity were minor compared to those that characterized the later stages of his ministry. And with each of Kenyon's successive disciples, the errors become even more pronounced. Hagin, who popularized and plagiarized Kenyon prolifically, not only expanded Kenyon's perversions but added to them as well. [22] The progression from bad to worse has continued with people like Kenneth Copeland and Charles Capps, and is now reaching heretical heights that are almost inconceivable through ministry leaders like Frederick Price, Benny Hinn, and Robert Tilton.


THE CAST OF CHARACTERS
Twisted texts, make-believe miracles, and a counterfeit Christ are all common denominators of the Faith movement's leading teachers. And, as all who look into the matter will clearly see, it all began with the metaphysical teachings of Essek William Kenyon.


Essek William Kenyon
Essek William Kenyon, whose life and ministry were enormously impacted by such cults as Science of Mind, the Unity School of Christianity, Christian Science, and New Thought metaphysics, [23] is the true father of the modern-day Faith movement. Many of the phrases popularized by present-day prosperity preachers, such as "What I confess, I possess," were originally coined by Kenyon. Kenneth Hagin, to whom we next turn our attention, plagiarized much of Kenyon's work, including the statement, "Every man who has been 'born again' is an Incarnation, and Christianity is a miracle. The believer is as much an Incarnation as was Jesus of Nazareth." [24]


Kenneth E. Hagin
As I thoroughly demonstrate in my book Christianity in Crisis (Harvest House, 1993), Kenneth Hagin takes Kenyon's theology from bad to worse. Not only does he boast of alleged visits to heaven and hell, he recounts numerous out-of-body experiences (OOBEs) on the earth as well.

On one occasion, Hagin claims he was in the middle of a sermon when, suddenly, he was transported back in time. He ended up in the back seat of a car and watched as a young woman from his church committed adultery with the driver. The entire experience lasted about fifteen minutes, after which Hagin abruptly found himself back in church, summoning his parishioners to prayer. [25]

Despite his propensity for telling tall tales and describing false visions, virtually every major Faith teacher has been impacted by Hagin — including such "luminaries" as Frederick K. C. Price and Kenneth Copeland.
 

Kenneth Copeland
Kenneth Copeland got his start in ministry as a direct result of memorizing Hagin's messages. It wasn't long before he had learned enough from Hagin to establish his own following. To say his teachings are heretical would be an understatement — blasphemous is more like it. Copeland brashly pronounces God to be the greatest failure of all time, boldly proclaims that "Satan conquered Jesus on the Cross" (emphasis in original), [26] and describes Christ in hell as an "emaciated, poured out, little, wormy spirit." [27] 

Yet, despite such statements, Benny Hinn ominously warned that "those who attack Kenneth Copeland are attacking the very presence of God!" [28]

Benny Hinn
Benny Hinn is one of the fastest rising stars on the Faith circuit. According to an October 5, 1992 article in Christianity Today, sales of his books in the last year-and-a-half have exceeded those of James Dobson and Charles Swindoll combined. [29] While claiming to be "under the anointing," Hinn has uttered some of the most "off-the-wall" statements imaginable — including the claim that the Holy Spirit revealed to him that women were originally designed to give birth out of their sides. [30]

Hinn also admits to frequenting the graves of both Kathryn Kuhlman and Aimee Semple McPherson to get the "anointing" from their bones. [31] Despite his outrageous antics, Hinn has somehow managed to gain wide acceptance and visibility within the evangelical Christian church. His platform on the Trinity Broadcasting Network (TBN), as well as his promotion by a mainstream Christian publisher (Thomas Nelson), have catapulted him into prime-time visibility.

Whether Hinn is referring to his family history or his rendezvous with the Holy Spirit, fantasy is often passed on as fact. A case in point are the thousands of "documented" healings claimed by Hinn. Recently, he sent me three examples — presumably, the cream of the crop — as proof of his miracle-working power. 
One of the cases involved a man who was supposedly healed of colon cancer. A medically naive person reading the pathology report may well see the notation "no evidence of malignancy" and be duped into thinking that a bona fide healing had indeed taken place. CRI's medical consultant, Dr. Preston Simpson, however, was not fooled by the report. His investigation revealed that the colon tumor in question was surgically removed rather than miraculously healed. The other two cases had comparably serious problems. [32] [Also See False Prophecy]


Frederick K. C. Price
Fred Price is the most notable of a growing number of black prosperity preachers. His church in Los Angeles now claims some 16,000 members. He is seen nationally on television and has referred to himself as the "chief exponent of Name It and Claim It." [33] Price has added his own unique twists to Faith theology by asserting that Jesus took on the nature of Satan prior to the crucifixion [34] and by claiming that the Lord's Prayer is not for Christians today. [35] Despite telling his followers that he doesn't allow sickness in his home, Price's wife has been treated for cancer in her pelvic area. [36] Referring to his wealth, Price says the reason he drives a Rolls Royce is that he is following in Jesus' steps. [37] [Also See The Prosperity Doctrine http://www.inplainsite.org/html/prosperity_doctrine_index.html and Physical Healing and The Atonement]. 

John Avanzini
John Avanzini is billed by his Faith peers as a recognized authority on biblical economics. The truth, however, is that Avanzini is an authority on perverting Scripture as a means to picking the pockets of the poor. He has honed his craft into such an art form that when Faith teachers need money, they inevitably call on "Brother John." Armed with a bag full of Bible-twisting tricks, he tells the unsuspecting that "a greater than a lottery has come. His name is Jesus!" [38]

According to Avanzini, if Jesus was rich, we should be rich as well. Thus, he recasts Christ into a mirror image of himself — complete with designer clothes, a big house, and a wealthy, well-financed advance team. [39] Thinking otherwise, Avanzini claims, will prevent Christians from reaping the prosperity God has laid out for them. [40]

Avanzini runs the gamut from teaching people how to get their hands on the "wealth of the wicked" to what might best be described as his "hundredfold hoax." [41] When it comes to fleecing God's people, few can match the effectiveness of John Avanzini. There is an exception, however; his name is Robert Tilton.


Robert Tilton
Robert Tilton hit the big time as a fisher of funds by developing a religious infomercial called Success-N-Life. It all began when he traveled to Hawaii to hear from the Lord. Says Tilton, "If I'm going to go to the cross, I'm going to go in a pretty place. Not some dusty place like Jerusalem. That's gravel is all that place is." [42] While languishing in his exotic wilderness, Tilton "realized his mission was to persuade the poor to give what they could to him — as God's surrogate — so they too could be blessed." [43] 

Then, one day, Tilton tuned in to television and turned on to Dave Del Dotto's real estate infomercials. The rest is history. Tilton used what he saw as a prototype [44] for building an empire that takes in as much as $65 million per year. [45]

It now appears that Tilton's ill-gotten gains may dwindle rapidly amid reports of scandal and a variety of lawsuits. [46] Responding to charges from ABC's Prime Time Live that the prayer request letters he promises to pray over end up in dumpsters, Tilton claims, "I laid on top of those prayer requests so much that the chemicals actually got into my bloodstream, and . . . I had two small strokes in my brain." [47] 


Marilyn Hickey
Marilyn Hickey, much like Tilton, employs a broad range of tactics to manipulate followers into sending her money. Among her many ploys are anointed prayer cloths, ceremonial breastplates, and ropes that can be used as points of contact. In one of her appeal letters, Hickey promises she will slip into a ceremonial breastplate, "press your prayer request to my heart," and "place your requests on my shoulders" — all for a suggested donation. [48]

For the most part, Hickey's tricks and teachings are recycled from other prosperity peddlers like Tilton, Hagin, and Copeland. Her message is peppered with such Faith jargon as "the God-kind of faith," "confession brings possession," and "receiving follows giving."


Paul Yonggi Cho (David Cho)
Paul Yonggi Cho, pastor of the world's largest church, located in Seoul, South Korea — claims to have received his call to preach from Jesus Christ Himself, who supposedly appeared to him dressed like a fireman. [49] Cho has packaged his faith formulas under the label of "fourth dimensional power." [50] He is well aware of his link to occultism, arguing that if Buddhists and Yoga practitioners can accomplish their objectives through fourth dimensional powers, then Christians should be able to accomplish much more by using the same means. [51] In case one is tempted to confuse the size of Cho's following with the truth of his teachings, let me point out that the Buddhist version of "name it and claim it" (Nichiren Shoshu Buddhism) has an even larger following than does Cho. [52]

Cho recently made the news by changing his name from Paul to David. As Cho tells the story, God showed him that Paul Cho had to die and David Cho was to be resurrected in his place. According to Cho, God Himself came up with his new name. [53] 


Charles Capps
Charles Capps was ordained as a minister in the International Convention of Faith Churches and Ministers by Kenneth Copeland and derived his teachings directly from Kenneth Hagin. This unfortunate combination has led Capps to make some of the most blasphemous statements in Faith lore. Capps has gone so far as to teach that Jesus was the product of God's positive confession: "This is the key to understanding the virgin birth. God's Word is full of faith and spirit power. God spoke it. God transmitted that image to Mary. She received the image inside of her....The embryo that was in Mary's womb was nothing more than the Word of God....She conceived the Word of God." [54] 
Capps not only preaches the blasphemous, he also preaches the ridiculous. For example, he claims that if someone says, "I'm just dying to do that" or "That just tickled me to death," their statements may literally come true (i.e., they may die). According to Capps, this is precisely why the human race now lives only about seventy years instead of 900 years, as was the case with Adam. [55] 

Jerry Savelle
Jerry Savelle has made his fortune by mimicking virtually all of the Faith teachers mentioned above. His greatest claim to fame, however, may well be his ability to mimic Kenneth Copeland. In fact, Savelle appears to be an exact duplicate of Copeland. Savelle demonstrates a total lack of biblical acumen, as he blindly regurgitates virtually every heresy in the Faith movement. With regard to health, Savelle boasts that sickness and disease cannot enter his world. [56] As for wealth, he says that words can speak your world into existence. [57] Savelle now peddles his books and tapes to thirty-six countries at the astonishing rate of some 300,000 copies per year. 

Morris Cerullo
Morris Cerullo claims that he gave up a driving ambition to be the governor of New Jersey in order to become a minister of the gospel. [58] He purports to have first met God at the tender age of eight. Since then his life has been one mind-blowing experience after another: he says he was taught by leading rabbis; [59] led out of a Jewish orphanage by two angelic beings; [60] transported to heaven for a face-to-face meeting with God; [61] and told he would be capable of revealing the future. [62]

On one occasion, Cerullo informed his audience, "You're not looking at Morris Cerullo — you're looking at God. You're looking at Jesus." [63] Not only is Cerullo a master of make-believe, he is also a master of manipulation. Claiming that God was directly speaking through him, Cerullo uttered, "Would you surrender your pocketbooks unto Me, saith God, and let me be the Lord of your pocketbooks....Yea, so be thou obedient unto my voice." [64] 


Paul Crouch 
Paul Crouch and his wife, Jan, are the founders of the Trinity Broadcasting Network http://www.inplainsite.org/html/tbn.html,  which today has an estimated net worth of half a billion dollars. As Crouch himself puts it, "God has, indeed, given us the MOST POWERFUL VOICE in the history of the WORLD." [65] Unfortunately, this voice is being used to promote teachings straight from the kingdom of the cults. Crouch's influence has become so vast that he can now raise as much as $50 million during a single "Praise-a-Thon." What many of the well-intentioned Christians who support TBN do not know, however, is that part of this money goes to promoting cultic groups and individuals who not only deny the Trinity but claim that this essential of Christianity is a pagan doctrine. [66] It is indeed ironic that a broadcasting network called "Trinity" would promote anti-Trinitarian doctrine.

To those who would speak out against the false teachings proliferated on his network, Crouch has this to say: "I think they're damned and on their way to hell; and I don't think there's any redemption for them." [67] Shortly after I met with Crouch to prove that the Faith movement compromises essential Christian doctrine, Crouch looked into the lens of the television camera and angrily declared, "If you want to criticize Ken Copeland for his preaching on faith, or Dad Hagin, get out of my life! I don't even want to talk to you or hear you. I don't want to see your ugly face. Get out of my face, in Jesus' name." [68]

Sadly, Crouch refers to the Faith message as a "revival of truth . . . restored by a few precious men." [69]
 

GENETIC DEFECT?
The Faith movement was spawned by the unholy marriage of 19th-century New Thought metaphysics with the flamboyance and abuses of post-World War II revivalism. It should therefore come as no surprise that its doctrine and practices are palpably unbiblical. Yet, some charge that critics of the movement are guilty of committing a logical error known as the genetic fallacy — "that is, rejecting an assumption because of where it comes from rather than disproving the argument." [70]

While the charge appears formidable, it is in fact defective. For it assumes that the criticisms against the Faith movement are made primarily if not solely on the basis of its historical roots. In truth, the bulk of critical evaluations are leveled directly against the unbiblical teachings of the movement's leading proponents today. [71] Historical discussions have, for the most part, served to place the phenomenon in its proper context. [72]

Now that we've dug up the roots and sampled the topsoil of the Faith movement, we are ready to take a penetrating look at its ripened fruit. Part Two of this article will do just that, by systematizing and critiquing the theology of the movement's premier preacher of another gospel.
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WHAT'S WRONG WITH THE FAITH MOVEMENT? (Part Two):
The Teachings of Kenneth Copeland 

Summary
Kenneth Copeland stands today as one of the Faith movement's leading spokesmen. His voluminous material (in print and broadcast media), combined with his crusades and international outreach centers, attest to his vast influence.

Copeland is responsible for spreading many of the Faith movement's unbiblical teachings. He distorts the biblical concepts of faith and covenant. He reduces God to the image of man while elevating man to the status of God. He lowers Jesus to being a product of positive confession who took on a satanic nature at the cross. And he promotes the occult practice of creative visualization.

Copeland's errors are largely due to his negative stance on reasoning, his poor handling of the Bible, his aversion toward theology, and his bias against tradition.

On the night of November 2, 1962, a young man twenty-five years of age, struggling against "sin, sickness, and strife," asked Jesus to "come into [his] heart." [1] His decision came two weeks after his wife had done likewise. [2] Today, these two individuals head a ministry that literally stretches around the globe, while remaining in the forefront of what has come to be known as the "Faith" movement. They are Kenneth and Gloria Copeland.

Part One of this series explored the roots of the Faith movement and surveyed some of its leading proponents today. In this installment, our primary attention will be devoted to cataloging and critiquing the core theology of one of the most widely recognized and respected Faith teachers to date — Kenneth Copeland. [3] 


FROM OBSCURITY TO CENTER STAGE
Though best known for his "prosperity" message, Copeland began his ascent to Faith stardom from a state of financial disarray. Beset by monetary problems, in 1967 he decided to resume his education at Oral Roberts University (ORU), where he subsequently "landed a job as copilot on Oral Robert's [sic] cross-country crusade flights." [4] 

It was not until August of 1967, however, that Copeland experienced a revolution in his outlook through the preaching of yet another evangelist — Kenneth E. Hagin, regarded by many to be the "father of the Faith movement." With reference to his "distant mentor," Copeland has been quoted "as saying that he 'learned nothing' during six months at Oral Roberts University but was so excited by Hagin's teachings that...[he] spent the next month in his garage listening to them." [5]

The Copelands returned to Fort Worth, Texas in 1968 where they established an evangelistic association. Within a few short years their home-based Bible studies reportedly grew into large revivals, sometimes with crowds large enough to fill entire "civic centers and international arenas." [6]

In 1973 the ministry began publishing its own newsletter, Believer's Voice of Victory. Two years later, Copeland claimed the Lord "commanded him to 'preach the uncompromised Word on every available voice.'" [7] This prompted him to launch the Believer's Voice of Victory radio broadcast in 1976. By 1979 Copeland's ministry was established firmly enough to enter the arena of television, paving the way for its 1981 venture into satellite communications. And in August of the following year "the ministry made history by initiating the first global religious broadcast" (emphasis in original). [8]

Copeland continues to experience popular acceptance within various charismatic and Pentecostal circles. His books, booklets, and taped messages can be found in a number of Christian bookstores, and his crusades and revivals consistently produce large turnouts. Furthermore, the ministry's international scope and influence is well attested by its offices in England, the Philippines, South Africa, Australia, Canada, and Hong Kong.

While not every Faith teacher holds to all of Copeland's doctrines, they, along with his followers, consider him a leading — if not the leading — authority on Faith theology. "Many have already coronated Copeland as the new king of the Faith movement," writes one observer. "In a recent article, even Time magazine refers to Copeland as the 'chief exponent' of the Faith movement." [9]
 

THE FORCE OF FAITH
Of the multiple views of faith held by Faith teachers, [10] Copeland focuses primarily on an understanding of faith as a force. "Faith is a power force," he claims. "It is a tangible force. It is a conductive force."[11] Moreover, "faith is a spiritual force....It is substance. Faith has the ability to effect natural substance." [12] As "the force of gravity...makes the law of gravity work...this force of faith...makes the laws of the spirit world function." [13] 

Copeland affirms that "God cannot do anything for you apart or separate from faith," [14] for "faith is God's source of power" (emphasis in original). [15] Moreover, "everything that you're able to see or touch, anything that you can feel, anything that's perceptive to the five physical senses, was originally the faith of God, and was born in the substance of God's faith." [16] In other words, "faith was the raw material substance that the Spirit of God used to form the universe." [17]
Copeland adds that "God used words when He created the heaven and the earth....Each time God spoke, He released His faith — the creative power to bring His words to pass." [18] For "words are spiritual containers," [19] and the "force of faith is released by words." [20] 

Copeland derives his definition of faith from Hebrews 11:1: "Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen" (KJV). He interprets the word "substance" as some transcendent, primary element that makes up the universe; it was and is activated by spoken words at the onset of creation (both God's original creation of the world and all subsequent creations, whether by God or man).

Contrary to Copeland's view, the word translated "substance" in the King James Version is the Greek word hypostasis which, in the context of Hebrews 11:1, means "an assured impression, a mental realizing." [21] Far from being some tangible material or energetic force, faith is a channel of living trust stretching from man to God. It is an assurance that God's promises never fail, even if sometimes we do not experience their fulfillment during our mortal existence. Other translations render hypostasis more precisely as "being sure" (NIV), "to be sure" (TEV), and "assurance" (NASB).

Neither the original Greek text nor any of the modern translations support Copeland's understanding of faith. The same holds true for his understanding of spoken words. Besides, the idea of words functioning as faith-filled containers makes no sense if there is no such thing as a "force of faith" (requiring packaging and transportation) in the first place.


A GOD OF HUMAN PROPORTIONS
Copeland's view of God fares no better biblically than his understanding of faith. He describes God as someone "very much like you and me....A being that stands somewhere around 6'2," 6'3," that weighs somewhere in the neighborhood of a couple of hundred pounds, little better, [and] has a [hand]span nine inches across." [22] 

Copeland's statement is based on his hyperliteral reading of Isaiah 40:12 ("Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, marked off the heavens with a [nine inch] span..." [AV]). Yet following the same line of interpretation, one would also have to conclude that God literally held a basket full of dust and weighed mountains on a gigantic set of scales (v. 12b) — an absurd proposition ruled out by the context of the passage. The fact is that Isaiah 40 makes extensive use of figurative language to underscore the vast difference between the Creator and His creation.

Giving a literal spin on verses that figuratively describe God in humanlike (anthropomorphic) terms, Copeland makes God out to be a "spirit-being with a body, complete with eyes, and eyelids, ears, nostrils, a mouth, hands and fingers, and feet." [23] However, the Bible never intended to convey the notion that God has physical features like His human creation. Anthropomorphic descriptions were simply meant to help us understand and relate to our Maker. Jesus declared, "God is spirit" (John 4:24), not a spirit-being with a body (cf. Deut. 4:12). The Creator is, after all, "God, and not man" (Hosea 11:9).

The idea of God possessing a body (physical or spirit) implies the unbiblical view that the Trinity is actually composed of three separate beings. Moreover, a God who has a body with definite, measurable dimensions cannot truly be omnipresent, unlike the God of Scripture who is present everywhere in all His fullness (Jeremiah 23:23-24). (It is true that in His human nature Christ has a body and is localized in space and time. But in His divine nature He remains nonphysical and omnipresent, sharing this immutable nature with the Father and Holy Spirit.) Copeland's deflation of God is best exemplified by his comment that "the biggest failure in the Bible...is God." [24] In stark contrast, the biblical God is an all-powerful being (Dan. 4:35) whose plans cannot be thwarted (Job 42:2) and who considers nothing too difficult (Jeremiah 32:17; Luke 1:37).

Copeland's diminished view of God is further amplified by a correspondingly inflated view of the universe in general and man in particular. He claims that the earth is "a copy of the mother planet [i.e., heaven] where God lives." [25] Exactly how Copeland could "squeeze" God on any planet is difficult to fathom, especially since Solomon pointed out that heaven itself cannot contain God (1 Kings 8:27).
 

MEMBERS OF GOD'S CLASS
Copeland overemphasizes similarities between God and man to the point where any distinction becomes virtually nil: "God's reason for creating Adam was His desire to reproduce Himself... Adam is as much like God as you could get, just the same as Jesus....Adam, in the Garden of Eden, was God manifested in the flesh" (emphasis added). [26] 

Referring to his so-called law of genesis, Copeland asserts, "Adam was created in God's own image and likeness, a spirit-being... [and] takes on the nature of his spiritual father or lord." [27] In explaining the terms "image" and "likeness" in Genesis 1:26, he adds: "If you stood Adam upside God, they look just exactly alike....If you stood Jesus and Adam side-by-side, they would look and act and sound exactly alike....The image is that they look just alike, but the likeness is that they act alike and they are alike....All of God's attributes, all of God's authority, all of God's faith, all of God's ability was invested in that man." [28]

Actually, the terms "image" and "likeness" refute Copeland's point. The Hebrew word for "likeness" (demuth) simply means similarity or resemblance, not identity. [29] Furthermore, the term itself actually "defines and limits" the word "image" (Hebrew: tselem) in order "to avoid the implication that man is a precise copy of God, albeit miniature" (emphasis added). [30] 

Humans are created in God's image in the sense that they share, in a finite and imperfect way, God's communicable attributes (e.g., rationality and morality). These attributes, in turn, give individuals the capacity to enjoy fellowship with God, develop personal relationships with one another, and take care of God's creation as He has commanded. [31] God's incommunicable attributes (e.g., omnipotence, omniscience, self-sufficiency), however, remain solely His.
Along with the "image of God," Copeland also refers to "the life of God," which he interchanges with the terms "the absolute life of God," "absolute life," "life force," "life in the absolute sense," "eternal life," and "everlasting life." [32] He applies these terms to a quality of life, the source of which is God. [33] But he also speaks of it as "the substance — the source, the power — the unseen force that makes God, God... [and] places Him above everything else that exists." [34]

Copeland states that "man was created to know that great life force and he longs for it in his dreams. Adam had that life force in him before he committed high treason" (emphases added). [35] This is yet another sense in which Copeland believes Adam to be created in God's class. He was made to partake of "the unseen force that makes God, God" — once again diminishing severely if not altogether destroying any final distinction between creator and creature. 
Furthermore, this "force" is at times spoken of as a reality more ultimate than God Himself, conferring deity not only on the Creator but on His creation, man. This again puts God and redeemed man in the same class.

In Copeland's theology, Adam (and, consequently, the rest of humanity) does not appear to have a uniquely human nature. Initially possessing the nature of God, "when Adam committed high treason [sinned] against God and bowed his knee to Satan, spiritual death — the nature of Satan — was lodged in his heart." [36] Adam had, in effect, allegedly traded in his divine nature for a satanic nature, otherwise called "spiritual death." However, Scripture reveals that mankind is wholly distinct from both God (2 Sam. 7:22; cf. Mark 12:32) and angelic/demonic beings (Ps. 8:5; cf. Heb. 2:7). And even after the Fall, man is still said to bear the image of God (1 Cor. 11:7).

Copeland also claims that Adam's transgression empowered Satan to evict God from the earth. "God's on the outside looking in," says Copeland. "He doesn't have any legal entree into the earth. The thing don't belong to Him." [37] (Psalm 24:1 says otherwise.) And supposedly, since "the sin of Adam went all the way up to, but not including, the throne of God...[even] the Heavenly Holy of Holies had to be purified." [38]


COVENANT OF CONVENIENCE
According to Copeland, "God had no avenue of lasting faith or moving in the earth. He had to have covenant with somebody....He had to be invited in, in other words, or He couldn't come. [39] In fact, "the reason that He's making covenant is to get into the earth." [40] "God is on the outside looking in," says Copeland. "In order to have any say-so in the earth, He's gonna have to be in agreement with a man here." [41]

"Since man was the key figure in the Fall," Copeland argues, "man had to be the key figure in the redemption, so God approached a man named Abram."  [42] An agreement was struck between God and Abram that "gave God access to the earth." [43] God, in turn, "promised to care for Abraham and his descendants in every way — spiritually, physically, financially, socially." [44] Commenting on the deal, Copeland writes that God "re-enacted with Abram what Satan had done with Adam, except that God did not sneak in and use deception...and Abram bought it." [45]

As his comments indicate, Copeland views divine covenants no differently from business contracts. [46] They are benefit-oriented, not relationship-oriented. They are formed by mutual agreement (for mutual benefit) through negotiation, as opposed to being initiated by the stronger party offering non-negotiable help (not of necessity but of grace) — which is the traditional Christian understanding of God's covenants. They focus on the fulfillment of certain terms (performance) rather than personal loyalty. Copeland himself states that "the Word of the living God is a contract." [47]

Copeland's view deflates the biblical concept of God in numerous other ways. He parallels God's actions with those of Satan. In effect he makes man to be the dominant party over God — even claiming that Abraham could have told God to "bug off" when God offered him a "proposition." [48] And he seemingly attributes the ultimate sacredness of divine covenants not to the figure who stands behind them (viz. God), but to the fact that they are composed of words: "Words are the most sacred things....This is a word planet...governed by words...created by words....Words cause it to function...cause life...cause death....Words go on forever....Words are holy." [49]

Copeland maintains that God "used His right that Abraham had given Him" [50] to provide a way for Jesus to enter the earth. Abraham gave God what He needed: "the chance to use his [Abraham's] mouth, because what God was after was a vehicle in the earth that was a man to get His Word in there." [51]
 

THE SPOKEN WORD MADE FLESH 
"God is injecting His Word into the earth to produce this Jesus," Copeland explains. "This [sic] faith-filled words that framed the image that's in Him....He had to sneak it in here around the god of this world [Satan]."[52] Using a combination of faith and confession, "God spoke His Word and then spoke His Word again....He kept saying, 'He is coming. He is coming.'" [53] However, "the only avenue God had to get His words into the earth was through men... [t]hrough the mouths of His prophets....Finally, the great moment came when that Word was brought forth in human form." [54]

During this final phase, "the angels spoke the words of the covenant to her [Mary], and the Spirit of God hovered over her and generated that seed, which was the Word that the angel spoke to her. And there was conceived in her, the Bible says, a holy thing. The Word literally became flesh." [55] 

The notion of Jesus being the end product of generations of positive confession is categorically unbiblical. It suggests that the Word of John chapter one was a creation (the personalization of the previously impersonal words of God) rather than the eternally existent Creator (see vv.1-3), thus subverting the deity of Christ and the doctrine of the Trinity.

Copeland also gave a "prophecy" in which Jesus allegedly said, "They crucified Me for claiming that I was God. But I didn't claim I was God; I just claimed I walked with Him and that He was in Me." [56] Copeland asserts Jesus did not openly claim to be God because "He hadn't come to earth as God, He'd come as man. He'd set aside His divine power." [57] Citing Philippians 2:5-7, he states that the incarnate Christ "had no innate supernatural powers. He had no ability to perform miracles until after He was anointed by the Holy Spirit." [58] [Also See The Message of Jesus]
The passage Copeland cites (v. 6), however, describes Christ as "being in very nature God." The participle "being" is rendered in the present active tense (Greek: huparchon), denoting Christ's ongoing condition as having the nature of God. Christ did not give up His divine attributes during His incarnation (cf. Col. 2:9; Heb. 13:8), but instead added to them (see Phil. 2:7, "taking") a full human nature in the form of a servant. Moreover, Jesus referred to Himself as the Son of Man (Mark 2:5-10; cf. Dan. 7:13-14) and the unique Son of God the Father (John 5:18; 10:30-33), demonstrating His claim to be God. [59]

In Copeland's view, three basic factors enabled Jesus to perform miracles. First, "the force of faith was controlling His ministry." [60] Second, "He exercised that authority by the use of words." [61] Third, "He used the Covenant to control the laws of nature." [62] Copeland's view, however, rests upon a false understanding of faith, the spoken word, and the Abrahamic covenant, and is therefore erroneous.
 

SPIRITUAL DEATH AND REBIRTH IN HELL
When it comes to defining the Atonement, Copeland says, "It wasn't a physical death on the cross that paid the price for sin...anybody can do that." [63] Jesus supposedly "put Himself into the hands of Satan when He went to that cross, and took that same nature that Adam did [when he sinned]." [64] Copeland is here referring to the nature of Satan, as God pronounced that "Adam would die spiritually — that he would take on the nature of Satan which is spiritual death." [65] He adds that "the day that Jesus was crucified, God's life, that eternal energy that was His from birth, moved out of Him and He accepted the very nature of death itself." [66] [Also see The Meaning of The Cross]

During an alleged conversation with Copeland, Jesus is said to have remarked, "It was a sign of Satan that was hanging on the cross....I accepted, in my own spirit, spiritual death; and the light was turned off." [67] We are told that Jesus "had to give up His righteousness" [68] and "accepted the sin nature of Satan." [69]

Contrary to the teaching that Christ underwent a change of nature (into a satanic being), the Bible depicts Jesus as having an immutable divine nature (Heb. 13:8; cf. Mal. 3:6). Moreover, in saying that "spiritual death means separation from the life of God," [70] Copeland tacitly admits that Jesus completely lost His deity. For, as we noted earlier, Copeland defines the "life of God" as "the unseen force that makes God, God." However, Scripture declares that God is eternal and unchanging and thus never ceases to be God. The Father says of Christ, "But you remain the same, and your years will never end" (Heb. 1:12).

Finally, the notion of Jesus being overtaken by "the very nature of death" is contradicted by Jesus' claim that He has "life in Himself" (John 5:26; cf. 1:4), is "the resurrection and the life" (11:25), and is "the way, the truth, and the life" (14:6). The "spiritual death of Christ" teaching entails an implicit denial of Christ's deity and, in turn, of the Trinity.

Still, Copeland insists "Satan conquered Jesus on the Cross and took His spirit to the dark regions of hell" (emphasis in original). [71] Copeland's description of Christ's ordeal in hell is nothing short of chilling: "He [Jesus] allowed the devil to drag Him into the depths of hell....He allowed Himself to come under Satan's control...every demon in hell came down on Him to annihilate Him....They tortured Him beyond anything anybody had ever conceived. For three days He suffered everything there is to suffer." [72]

The situation seemed hopeless, as Jesus' "emaciated, poured out, little, wormy spirit is down in the bottom of that thing; and the devil thinks he's got Him destroyed." [73] However, Copeland explains that "Satan fell into the trap. He took Him [Jesus] into hell illegally. He carried Him in there [when] He did not sin." [74] God found the opening He needed: "That Word of the living God went down into that pit of destruction and charged the spirit of Jesus with resurrection power! Suddenly His twisted, death-wracked spirit began to fill out and come back to life....Jesus was born again — the firstborn from the dead the Word calls Him — and He whipped the devil in his own backyard." [75] 

Copeland's account, vivid though it may be, is not in the Bible. It misuses the phrase "firstborn from the dead" (Col. 1:18) to bolster the "born again Jesus" doctrine. Actually, the term "firstborn" (Greek: prototokos) primarily denotes primacy, headship, and preeminence. And the phrase itself points to Christ's supremacy "over all creation" (v. 15) in general and those who will be raised from the dead in particular (alluding to Christ's bodily resurrection — not some spiritual resuscitation in hell).

Moreover, Jesus was not dragged into hell by Satan, but instead committed His spirit to the Father (Luke 23:46) and went directly to paradise (v. 43). Nor was He tortured by a host of demons; He triumphed "over them by the cross" (Col. 2:15). Jesus paid for humanity's sin in full (Greek: tetelestai) at the cross (John 19:30) — not by becoming a satanic being, but through His physical sacrifice (Heb. 10:10; Col. 1:22). (See Jesus Descended Into Hell?)
 

THE BELIEVER'S AUTHORITY
Copeland's basis for the believer's authority can be viewed in three distinct stages. First, upon conversion the believer undergoes a total and immediate change of nature. At the moment of spiritual birth "the spirit of God hovered over you, and there was conceived in your body a holy thing identical to Jesus....And there was imparted into you zoe, the life of God" (emphases added). [76] Hence, "you are to think the way Jesus thought. He didn't think it robbery to be equal with God." [77] Copeland's remarks, "You are not a spiritual schizophrenic — half-God and half-Satan — you are all-God" [78] and "You don't have a God in you; you are one," [79] demonstrate that being born again means nothing less to him than becoming a god.

Yet Scripture states there is only one God who indwells all believers (John 14:17, 23). Additionally, the Bible views spiritual birth not in terms of a change of nature (from satanic to divine), but as the regeneration of a uniquely human spirit by God (2 Cor. 5:17; Tit. 3:5).
In the second stage of his discourse, Copeland teaches that the believer's change of nature (into a god) brings with it a proportional change in ability. "Every man that has been born again has had this faith [viz. God's] put inside him," he writes. "This faith is good enough to make all things possible to the believer." [80] 

Copeland comments, "As a born-again believer, you are equipped with the Word. You have the power of God at your disposal. By getting the Word deep into your spirit and speaking it boldly out your mouth, you release spiritual power to change things in the natural circumstances." [81] 

The believer is thus allegedly able to speak things into existence by way of faith-filled words, or positive confession. But as we have already shown, Copeland's views of faith and words are without legitimate scriptural warrant, and are therefore invalid when applied to the believer.

In the third stage of Copeland's teaching on the believer's authority, we are told that knowing and exercising the rights set forth under the covenant guarantee success in confession. He remarks that the Bible "is the wisdom of God placed in covenant contract....Everything in it is mine....You just keep looking at it, and keep reading it, and that covenant will turn you into that kind of person — whatever it is you decide to be." [82]

Copeland translates his concept of covenant rights into what has been termed the "health and wealth" or "prosperity" message. "The basic principle of the Christian life is to know that God put our sin, sickness, disease, sorrow, grief, and poverty on Jesus at Calvary," he asserts. "For Him to put any of this on us now would be a miscarriage of justice." [83]


PRESCRIBING VISUALIZATION
Copeland combines his "legal" precedent for prosperity with his "mechanics" of confession to form a formula for speaking things into existence. He insists, "You have the same creative faith and ability on the inside of you that God used when he created the heavens and the earth."[84] However, he adds that most believers are not able to make full use of their inner power because "our imagination...has been so fouled up and fathered up with wasted useless words [and] wasted useless images." [85]

As a corrective, Copeland instructs believers to "go to the New Testament, get the words of the covenant that cover the situation that you hope to bring to pass. Build the image of that hope inside of you....Keep the word before your eyes." [86] As examples, he uses an inner picture of an 82-foot yacht that will transform into reality in the Holy of Holies in heaven, along with a "picture [of a Bible] that came right out of me and went into the Holy of Holies," [87] where it developed into an actual, physical object.

Copeland also claims that "when you get to the place where you take the Word of God and build an image on the inside of you of not having crippled legs and not having blind eyes, but when you close your eyes you just see yourself just leap out of that wheelchair, it will picture that in the Holy of Holies and you will come out of there." [88] 

Recognizing that his technique "sounds like that visualization they do in meditation and metaphysical practices, "[89] Copeland counters by reversing the tables. "What they're doing sounds like this," he retorts. "The devil is a counterfeiter. He never came up with anything real. That is the perverted form of the real thing. Where do you think he got it? That sucker doesn't know anything on his own. Amen." [90]

During another occasion, however, Copeland revealingly affirms that both positive confession and creative visualization are based on the same principle: "Words create pictures, and pictures in your mind create words. And then the words come back out your mouth....And when that spiritual force comes out it is going to give substance to the image that's on the inside of you. Aw, that's that visualization stuff! Aw, that's that New Age! No, New Age is trying to do this; and they'd get somewhat results out of it because this is spiritual law, brother." [91]

Copeland says, "Any image that you get down on the inside of you that is so vivid when you close your eyes you see it, it'll come to pass. When God came at the Tower of Babel, He said, 'Anything they can imagine, they can do.'" [92] He fails to note, however, that those individuals built the tower out of brick and tar (Gen. 11:3), not simply out of their imagination. Moreover, their venture incurred God's judgment (vv. 6-9). Copeland can argue and fuss all he wants, but the fact of the matter is that through such teachings he has entered the world of the occult.
 

FATALLY FLAWED
Virtually every error we have noted in Copeland's theology can be attributed to the following four reasons.

First, Copeland seems vehemently opposed to sound reasoning. "Believers are not to be led by logic," he writes. "We are not even to be led by good sense" (emphasis in original). [93] Copeland's statement is apparently based on his mistaken belief that the "ministry of Jesus was never governed by logic or reason... He was not led by logic. He was not led by the mind." [94] Isaiah 1:18, on the other hand, quotes God as saying, "Come now, let us reason together."

Second, Copeland fails to observe some basic principles of biblical interpretation (including fundamental rules of grammar and usage), at times relying instead on so-called revelation knowledge (information allegedly derived from direct, one-on-one communication with God). His neglect in this area is made embarrassingly apparent by his gross misunderstanding of key words (e.g., faith) and utter disregard of the context in which they appear. The Bible, however, stresses the importance of correctly handling the Word of truth (2 Tim. 2:15). 
Third, Copeland does not seem to acknowledge the importance of systematic theology, as indicated by his statement, "I don't preach doctrine, I preach faith." [95] Although he may not realize it, his preaching on faith and other topics do in fact constitute doctrines, which combined form his theology (however inconsistent). He would do well to heed the apostle Paul's advice to "watch your life and your doctrine closely" (1 Tim. 4:16).
Fourth, Copeland displays an open attitude of disdain and disrespect for the historically established views of the church. Admittedly, tradition must ultimately be tested by the Word of God. However, it should be recognized that certain historically accepted views, especially as they apply to essential Christian doctrine (e.g., the nature of faith, the nature of God, the nature of man, and the person and work of Jesus Christ), are significant, time-tested summations of fundamental Bible-based truths. To deviate from them is to reject the heart of Christian faith.

It is regrettable that someone so influential within contemporary Christianity continues to preach a message that overturns virtually every major biblical teaching. To date, Copeland refuses to discuss with his critics the issues raised in this article. We only hope that he will soon realize the dangerous road he is traveling. As Scripture warns, "Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly" (James 3:1). For now, Copeland, being a false teacher, has made himself an enemy of the gospel (Gal. 1:6-9).
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The Nine Week Timetable

http://www.inplainsite.org/html/prosperity_doctrine_index.html
In PlainSite.org Note: I read this piece a long time ago, and saved it without noting the source. However it is way too good not to be used here. Therefore with apologies to the author... 

Recently, I was watching a TV "ministry" (hucksters) who were urging people to send them money and they were guaranteeing a 100 fold return on the seed-faith money. Well, if I took them at their word and started with "sowing" $10 a week, I should start expecting to receive a $1000 a week in return. If after that I gave 10 percent of the $1000 ($100) I received per week, I could then expect to receive $100,000 per week. If after that I gave 10 percent of the $100,000 ($10,000) per week, I could then expect to receive $10, 000, 000 per week. In nine weeks I would be richer than Bill Gates (net worth ~ $30 billion) who is an atheist and does not give anything to the Lord's work. The following table summarizes the results:
	Period
	Amount Given ($)
	Amount Received ($)

	1
	10
	1000

	2
	100
	10,000

	3
	1000
	100,000

	4
	10,000
	1,000,000

	5
	100,000
	10,000,000

	6
	1,000,000
	100,000,000

	7
	10,000,000
	1,000,000,000

	8
	100,000,000
	10,000,000,000

	9
	1,000,000,000
	100,000,000,000


	


If instead I gave this amount once a year, I still would be the richest man in the world in ten years. If this is really what Jesus meant, then why do these "ministers" have to ask for money at all? Could not they apply the same principles and reap the money themselves?

Sound ridiculous? Sure it is! But no more so than the extravagant promises made day in and day out by the hucksters on television.
Lifestyles of the Tele-Evangelist... Fleecing the Flock
http://www.inplainsite.org/html/tele-evangelist_lifestyles.html
By Carol Brooks

"The church began as a movement in Jerusalem. It became a philosophy in Greece, an institution in Rome, a culture in Europe and, when it came to America, it became a business... a highly profitable business. 
L. Ron Hubbard (Founder of Scientology) once said "Writing for a penny a word is ridiculous. If a man really wanted to make a million dollars, the best way would be to start his own religion."  While our modern day evangelists have not started their own religion, they have unquestionably improved on Hubbard’s idea. Capitalizing on Christianity has proved to be far more lucrative than starting a new religion. But as the Bible tells us... evil men and impostors shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. [2 Timothy 3:13]

Introduction
Most of the people on this page made their millions by preaching the Prosperity doctrine*, which is the Word-Faith/Positive Confession movement applied to finances. It is centered on the idea that although Christians should keep one eye on Heaven, the good news is that God doesn't want His people to wait until then to inherit His blessings. *http://www.inplainsite.org/html/prosperity_doctrine_index.html
It is deeply alarming that most Christians seem to be blissfully unaware of the fact that the principles of the Word-Faith movement being trumpeted from pulpits across the land, stem from the same occult sources as the spiritual movement known as New Thought.  

The non-believing world claims that there are spiritual "laws" which people can learn to use on their behalf. These laws, which will work for anyone regardless of their religious beliefs (or even lack of) are referred to in different terms, but both sides use exactly the same techniques. [See Comparing The Methodology/Technique]. Make absolutely NO mistake... the secular world, by learning and applying certain principles, can and does match, or even exceed, the gain that "Christian" ministers promise. And we are to believe that this is from God?

However, since they claim to be Christians, the Word Faith group has to somehow “Christianize” the concepts, by adding God into the mixture. This in spite of the fact that a) there are no clear examples of Positive Confession in the Scriptures, b) The texts quoted over and over again by the Word of Faith teachers are usually taken way out of context and therefore do not prove their point, c) The Scriptures refute the general principles behind the beliefs and teachings of the Prosperity Doctrine camp and d) The teaching that believers are to confess rather than to pray for things which God has promised is contradicted by the Bible.

If you happen to be among those who think Christian leaders are entitled to obscene amounts of money, visit the GFA (Gospel For Asia) page, read the article then order their free book Revolution In World Missions (No ‘love gift’ asked for). Then, in view of millions who have never heard of Jesus, imagine how many souls an organization like GFA could save with money wasted on million dollar homes, antiques, jets, jewelry, fancy cars, wardrobes and watches. Finally decide whether you want to help Benny Hinn buy another Rolex, or help a missionary get a megaphone, some Bibles, a bicycle, a warm coat or even a pair of shoes, all of which are desperately needed.  [image: image24.jpg]i METAMORPHOSE
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Paul and Jan Crouch and TBN' Earthly Empire
Founded in 1973, by Paul and Jan Crouch, TBN is headquartered in Costa Mesa, California, but also has studio facilities located in Irving, Texas; Hendersonville, Tennessee; Gadsden, Alabama; Decatur, Georgia; Miami, Florida; Tulsa, Oklahoma; Orlando, Florida; and New York City. 

TBN is said to be the third largest over-the-air Station Group in the United States, with CBS, FOX, and NBC holding the 4th, 5th and 6th place, according to TV News Check's annual listing of the Top 30 Station Groups network. They certainly are 

"...the world's largest Christian television. Across America and around the world TBN is carried by TV stations and cable systems to millions of homes. As a matter of fact, TBN is featured on over 5,000 television stations, 33 satellites, the Internet and thousands of cable systems around the world. And the number continues to grow! [1]

And they aren't kidding. TBN is currently carried on 33 international satellites. The following is a partial list of their satellite network. 
Europe and the Middle East are being reached through Eutelsat Hotbird 6 and Intelsat 906; Eutelsat W4 covers Central Africa with direct-to-home service; the Express 6A satellite is providing Russian language programming to the Russian continent; Spain and Portugal are being reached by Hispasat; Intelsat 701broadcasts to Australia, New Zealand, the South Pacific islands and Southeast Asia; Intelsat 702 covers Taiwan; Palapa C-2 reaches India, Indonesia and Southeast Asia; TBN broadcasts Portuguese language programs to Brazil on Brazilsat B-2; and PanAmSat 9 blankets all of Latin America and Spain. [1]

TBN's Annual Income
On August 6th, 2008 the Orange County register reported that according to Trinity's actual tax returns published onguidestar.org, an organization that gathers and publicizes information about nonprofit organizations, [2], In 2006, the most recent year reported, TBN

"took in $200.7 million, spent $141.1 million, and socked away the extra $59.6 million".

Which pushed TBN's net assets close to the $1 billion mark, ($839 million in 2006, according to tax returns), including $327 million in mortgage-backed securities.  [3] In other words, TBN has 327 million to buy speculative investments, yet daily goes on the air to beg for even more money.

And where does a large part of that income go? 

Salaries
1998: In 1998, the Crouches showed a combined income of nearly $600,000... He was paid $159,500 a year as president, while she got $165,100 as vice president, IRS records show. 

"Crouch's earnings went from $159,500 in 1997 to $262,915 the following year. Jan, the organization's vice president, also received a big raise. Her earnings more than doubled, going from $159,500 to $321,375 during the same time period". [4]. 

2008: But it gets worse.. According to Charity Navigator's latest CEO salary report which was released in the fall of 2008, and shows how much nonprofit leaders are making. 
Paul F. Crouch Sr. as President and Director makes $419,500 a year.

Janice W. Crouch, as Vice President and Director makes $361,000 a year.

Paul F. Crouch Jr., as Vice President and Director makes $214,137 a year.

(Data from the 2010 study is based on the financial data provided on the FYE 2008 Forms 990 and includes salary, cash bonuses, and expense accounts) [5]

John Casoria, son of Dorothy Bethany Casoria, Trinity’s station manager and Jan Crouch's sister is spokesperson for TBN. His law office, at $164,200 a year, is one of TBN's highest-paid independent contractors. According to Casoria...

"TBN stands out and is different from other non profits in that we're a broadcasting entity,” .... “Though we consider ourselves a church, we're a 501 c-3 and have been so for the last 35 years. Clearly we work in a different arena than most other charitable organizations.

"TBN is the 8th largest owner-operator of TV stations in the world,” he continued. "The salaries of these three individuals pales in comparison with people in the secular world doing similar work. This has not been not a job for them, but a life endeavor, 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

"So when you compare us to other non profits out there feeding children and doing disaster relief, it's basically apples and oranges. It's still fruit, it's still a nonprofit, but it's a completely different charitable model.” [3]

Ummmm! Perhaps someone needs to tell Casoria that comparing Paul and Jan Crouch's salaries and other substantial perks to "people in the secular world doing similar work" is little but a red herring. A so called Christian organization has the obligation to conduct itself, not according to the business or secular world, or even other so called Christian organizations, but to Jesus and the apostles. 

The Crouch’s Homes
Televangelists Jan and Paul Crouch of the Costa Mesa-based Trinity Broadcasting Network have purchased a Newport Beach house, in a gated community overlooking the Pacific, for close to $5 million, Orange County Realtors say. The home was described as "a palatial estate with ocean and city views." The Crouches had been living in a smaller house in the same neighborhood. The house they bought has six bedrooms, nine bathrooms, a billiard room, a climate-controlled wine cellar, a sweeping staircase and a crystal chandelier. The three-story, nearly 9,500-square-foot house, which has an elevator, also has a six-car garage, a tennis court and a pool with a fountain. The house is on slightly more than an acre. Jan Crouch had been wanting a bigger yard for her dogs, sources said. [6]. 

This photograph was taken by Don Kelsen of the Latimes and is carried by The Trinity Foundation. (The network also owns one of the houses in the background). The mansion in the foreground was recently on the market for $8 million. "A real estate advertisement said it featured "11,000 square feet of opulent European luxury with regulation tennis courts and a rambling terraced hillside orchard with view of the blue Pacific." [7] Yet, the Times article goes on to say the Crouches present themselves as "thrifty and budget-conscious". 

During one telethon, Paul said his personal $50,000 donation to TBN had wiped out the family checking account. He often says that he and his wife live in the same Newport Beach tract house they bought 33 years ago for $38,500. [7]

However nowadays, neither of the Crouches uses that home much. Whether in Southern California or on the road, they live in a variety of other TBN-owned homes. In all, the network owns 30 residences in California, Texas, Tennessee and Ohio — all paid for in cash, property records show. [7]

Apart from the two Newport Beach mansions, [All Emphasis Added] 

In Costa Mesa, the ministry owns 11 homes in a gated development adjacent to Trinity Christian City International.

In Sky Forest, a resort community in the San Bernardino National Forest, the network owns a four-bedroom, five-bath home.

TBN officials say the real estate purchases were consistent with the network's charitable mission, because the homes serve as venues for broadcasts and provide lodging for the Crouches and fellow televangelists as they travel across the country. The properties have also been good investments, they said.

In Colleyville, Texas, near the network's International Production Center, TBN owns nine homes on 66 acres along a country road, a spread called Shiloh Ranch. Six horses graze in a pasture; TBN officials say they were gifts from admirers. [7]

According to the Orange County Register. 

Trinity Christian Center of Santa Ana – the nonprofit that runs Trinity Broadcasting Network – owns about $54 million of property in Orange County – and some $44 million of it is exempt from property taxes, according to public documents.. 

"The most expensive single-family home Trinity owns is on San Sebastian in Newport Beach - 10 rooms, 4.5 bathrooms, pool, 4,583 square feet, valued at $2.5 million on county property records. [8]

The TBN Building
A June 2, 1998 article by Kim Christensen and Carol McGraw in The Orange County Register was entitled 
TBN’s headquarters built on grand scale. It said in part... 

“Trinity Christian City International is a dazzling 65,000-square-foot building that houses a new studio, bookstore and theater, and a richly appointed suite of offices for TBN founder Paul Crouch. It is an office building, but its TV studios are designed to look like the inside of a Gothic cathedral, complete with stained-glass windows and padded pews for the audience. 
The building was designed and decorated at the direction of the Crouches, from the main lobby's baroque marble staircase and 15-foot-high, molded polymer statue of Michael the Archangel, to the velvet settees in the executive suite. 
When TBN purchased the building for $6 million, it was a drab, brown stucco-and-glass box, the former home of the Full Gospel Business Men's Fellowship International, and the Crouches planned only minor changes. A new $1 million face was put on the building using an "exterior foam insulation system," Hubble (whose Fort Worth, Texas, construction company put a new facade on the building) said. Balustrades, columns and other architectural features were made from styrofoam, then covered with fiberglass mesh, coated with plaster and painted. 

The main fountain in front of the building is used for full-immersion baptisms and is patterned after one in New York's Central Park. It is fed by a small aqueduct the Crouches call "the River of Life." Hubble said it cost about $1 million, and landscaping the property tacked on about $400,000. 

Much of the interior features gleaming marble floors and intricately detailed ceilings. The lobby ceiling is covered with 217 hand-painted cherubs, many depicting the faces of TBN employees' children. The cherubs on the lobby ceiling were done by portrait artist Jane Garrison, who spent 10 months on it. She worked atop a scissors lift, a week at a time, eight to 10 hours a day, and then went home to Arkansas to rest before resuming. 

"By the end of the week, I kept thinking, 'If I have to climb this ladder and do one more cherub ...,' " she said. "But then I'd get down and think, 'Yes, I'd like to do another.' " 

Garrison, who charges $3,000 apiece for full-length portraits at her Fayetteville studio, would not say how much she was paid for her work at TBN. 

She also has been commissioned to do other work at the new building, including seven original paintings. Three are “food-related biblical paintings” for the dining room in the private executive suite, and a Garrison original dominates the center ceiling of the main lobby. 

“Jan wanted cherubs and ribbons, and flowers. But Paul wanted more,” she said. “So we agreed on the Second Coming of Christ. He’s on a white horse. And three warrior angels are with him in the middle.”

The exterior features elaborate Corinthian columns, colonial balustrades, French wrought iron and Greek colonnades with dental molding and egg-and-dart detailing. The faux brass ceilings in the bookstore and bathrooms are polished to a mirror finish. Austrian-style drapes plunge three stories from ceiling to floor. Everywhere are hand-painted gold mouldings, beveled glass and portraits of cherubs. 

The building also features the "Via Dolorosa," where visitors can stroll a movie set-like replica of the Jerusalem street over which Christ carried his cross to Calvary, complete with thunder and lightning effects. 

A trio of water-spewing lion heads near the main entrance are fashioned after those at William K. Vanderbilt's Marble House in Newport, R.I. Frank McGervey, a Trabuco Canyon painting contractor who worked on other TBN projects, said the new headquarters was one "to die for." He noted that a laborious technique was used to apply several coats of paint to interior walls, giving them a richness much like fine furniture. [9]. 
TBN’s Private Suites
A second article (Kim Christensen and Carol McGraw) in The Orange County Register was entitled Private suite Is A Sight To Behold, Carpenters Say... [All Emphasis Added]

Visitors may stroll the manicured grounds, browse the Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh Gift Shop and relax in a state-of-the-art Virtual Reality Theater to watch high-definition videos of the life of Christ. But what most won't see at Trinity Broadcasting Network's new world headquarters is founder Paul Crouch's 8,000-square-foot executive suite, which occupies half of the top floor of the three-story building and is strictly off-limits to the public. 

Behind doors kept locked throughout construction are a wet bar and sauna, a personal gym, meticulously handcrafted black walnut woodwork and ornate velvet furniture. 

The third-floor quarters will serve as Crouch's executive suite. He broadcasts his "Praise the Lord" program from the second floor of the building, dubbed Trinity Christian City International. TBN officials described the quarters as "standard executive offices" and declined The Orange County Register's request to view them. Crouch does not grant interviews and would not comment. 

But others who have been inside or helped build the suite say it is more befitting a mansion than an office building. "This makes Hearst Castle look like a doghouse," said Steve Oliver, a master journeyman carpenter. 

While scores of hired hands worked on the exterior and other public areas of the building, Oliver and others in a crew of highly skilled carpenters spent several months last year on Crouch's private third-floor quarters. The finished product is "really rich looking," said Willa Bouwens-Killeen, a Costa Mesa senior planner. 

"The wood is the very best quality, and they used the best craftsmen," she said. "It looks like something you'd expect in a mansion type of house rather than offices." 

Work on the third floor was kept "under lock and key," said Oliver, whose account was verified by others involved in the project. He said as many as 40 carpenters worked on the project at any one time, while Richard Hubble, who owns a Fort Worth construction company that put a new facade on the building, put the number at about two dozen. 

In either scenario, it required a lengthy and expensive process to install and finish top-quality black walnut columns and Corinthian columns, mantels, egg-and-dart moldings, lion's head inlays and other accouterments. 

"There were probably 25 carpenters on that floor for six months," Hubble said. "When you figure 25 carpenters for six months at the California rate of 30 bucks or so an hour, it costs a bunch." 
Adding substantially to the cost of Crouch's quarters were a variety of expensive, handcrafted woodwork items, including $825-apiece lions that flank the massive fireplace and an array of columns priced at $1,500 each and up. All of the items were crafted from black walnut, said Stephen Enkeboll, president of Raymond Enkeboll Designs Architectural Woodcarvings in Carson, which caters to upscale clients. 
"It is what is called veneer quality, the highest type of wood," he said, declining to disclose how much TBN spent on his company's products. Money seemed of little concern, Oliver and others said. 

Doors were custom-made at a carpentry shop set up at the site. Walls were straight-lined with sophisticated laser equipment, and woodwork was installed in a painstaking fashion that eliminated visible joints or nail holes. A separate crew of furniture finishers spent about two months staining and polishing the woodwork, Hubble said. 

Throughout the project, Oliver said, if anything was deemed to be less than perfect, it was ripped out and discarded. After he spent three weeks meticulously straight-lining the walls of a the executive suite dining room, Oliver said, TBN officials walked in one day and told him to start over. 

"They came in, changed their minds and moved everything over a half an inch," he said. "They threw all that work away. There's probably 10 grand in that, and they threw it all away." The Crouches personally inspected the work, Oliver and others said. Jan, in particular, was quick to change or discard anything she didn't like, Oliver said. 

"She came through once and was terrorizing everybody," he said. "'Throw this out, throw that out.' You could see the smoke coming out of her." TBN officials defended the renovation project and disputed Oliver's contention that it is a monument to excess. "I wouldn't say they are lavish," art director Doug Marsh said. TBN Vice President Terrence Hickey agreed. "We have stayed to the vision God has given us," Hickey said. "We are careful with every penny." 

He said the woodwork and other appointments are in keeping with the building's overall design theme. Inexpensive, ultramodern furnishings would be out of place, he said. "You don't go to IKEA and throw it in there," he said. [10].
[image: image25.jpg]



Joel Osteen and Lakewood Church 
Osteen, the "senior pastor" of Lakewood Church in Houston, Texas was born on the 5th of March, 1963, son of John Osteen, original founder of Lakewood Church. After attending Oral Roberts University in Tulsa, Oklahoma, Joel returned to Houston in 1982, and produced John Osteen's televised sermons for 17 years, declining any invitation to preach, until January 1999 when his father suddenly passed away from a heart attack. After his father's death, Osteen preached his first sermon on January 17th of 1999. Two weeks later, he was installed as the new senior pastor of Lakewood Church. [11]

According to his web site, his television ministry reaches 200 million homes and, each week, over than one million people download Lakewood’s audio and video podcast, making their podcast consistently one of the top five in the world. [12]

Named as one of Barbara Walters' "10 Most Fascinating People of 2006", and selected as the "Most Influential Christian in 2006" by the readers of Church Report Magazine [11], Osteen's first book Your Best Life Now, was released by Time Warner in 2004. It debuted at the top of the New York Times Bestsellers List, quickly rising to #1. It remained on the New York Times Bestseller for more than 2 years selling more than 4 million copies. [12]  
On July 16, 2005, Lakewood Church relocated from its old building in northeast Houston into its new home, a 16,800 seat facility southwest of downtown Houston along U.S. Highway 59, which had twice the capacity of its former sanctuary. The arena was home to the Houston Rockets when they won two league titles in the 1990s and the Houston Comets of the WNBA when they won four. 

What is mind-boggling is that not only was the church required to pay $11.8 million in rent in advance for the first 30 years of the lease, but renovated the new campus at an estimated cost of $95 million. As said in a 2005 article in USA Today 
The facility, which took 15 months and about $75 million to complete, features two waterfalls, three gargantuan television screens and a lighting system that rivals those found at rock concerts. Two choir lofts with 12 rows of rich purple pews sit between the waterfalls, accented by live foliage. 

Absent, however, is a cross, an image of God or Jesus Christ or any other traditional religious symbols. Osteen said his father never displayed such symbols and he simply continued the tradition. Instead, the new location will feature a larger version of the church's trademark globe, rotating slowly behind Osteen as he preaches. [13]

In 2007, Lakewood reported spending nearly $30 million every year on its television ministry. [14] 

A few years later, in March 31, 2010, the Houston City Council, faced with $100 million shortfall in it’s budget, voted 13-2 to sell the former arena for the Houston Rockets to Lakewood church for $7.5 million. [15]

And how can Osteen and Lakewood church afford all this? "Buckets of money -- over $43 million a year gets collected in the church, another $30 million or so comes in the mail. It's a cash cow and a family business. Osteen's brother, sister and mother are ministers in the church. But the real money for Osteen comes from his book sales, which are re-packaged versions of his sermons. Your Best Life Now reportedly got a $13 million advance" [16] 

And certainly Joel and Victoria Osteen have made good use of all this money...
Osteen's 10.5 million Dollar Home
In his book, Your Best Life Now, Osteen talks about how his wife, Victoria, a striking, fashionably dressed blonde, wanted to buy a fancy house some years before the money started rolling in. He thought it wasn't possible. "But Victoria had more faith," he wrote. "She convinced me we could live in an elegant home... and several years later, it did come to pass."
Osteen's flourishing Lakewood enterprise brought in $55 million in contributions last year, four times the 1999 amount, church officials say”. [17]

According to an article in the Houston Press, public records show Joel and Victoria Osteen's home in Tanglewood is worth more than $1 million dollars. [18]. 

However that was in 2002. While still holding on to the house in Tanglewood, which has since been "valued at $2.9 million", the Osteens have upgraded. A July 2010 article in Houston's Daily Digital Magazine, CultureMap, says Joel and Victoria Osteen 

"...and their children moved to a 17,000-square-foot stone mansion in the Tall Timbers subdivision in River Oaks. The Osteens' new home is situated on 1.86 acres and surrounded by an ornamental fence. The 411: It has six bedrooms, six bathrooms, three elevators and five wood-burning fireplaces, with a one-bedroom guest house and pool house. The Harris County Appraisal District valued it at $10.5 million.

The Tanglewood house is owned by Joel and Victoria Osteen according to Harris County Appraisal District records. The River Oaks home is technically owned by the Covenant Trust, which means the Osteens do not qualify for a homestead exemption on it. They will pay around $260,000 in property taxes on the new home this year. [19] 

The photograph above right is a screen shot of the photograph of Osteen’s home on the CultureMap site.

Culture map adds that Osteen hasn't drawn a salary from the church since 2005. His "income comes from best-selling books and related products, such as calendars, daybooks and inspirational pamphlets". [20] 

Cotton Candy or Occult Concepts
The Rev. Michael Horton, professor of theology at Westminster Seminary in Escondido, California, calls Osteen's gospel a "cotton candy gospel", adding that Osteen's "core message is God is nice, you're nice, be nice". He goes on to say that "Osteen tells only half the story of the Bible, focusing on the good news without talking about sin, suffering and redemption" and says it is heresy "to say that God is our resource for getting our best life now". [16] 

And this is certainly true. 

On June 20, 2005, Osteen sat for an interview with Larry King on CNN’s The Larry King Show. King introduced Osteen as “evangelism’s hottest rising star, pastor for the biggest congregation in the United States.” And what does he preach? Osteen said he doesn't get into controversial subjects like sin and judgment. False religions such as Islam, Hinduism, and Judaism don't concern him. He doesn't really know who's going to hell and who isn't" [Details]. Scroll down to Joel Osteen’s interview with Larry King, where he admits he doesn’t talk about sin! Is it any wonder he has 40,000 + members in his church? 

Unfortunately Osteen's message is FAR more dangerous than "cotton candy" and the heresy of making religion about us instead of about God. The fact is Osteen got very rich peddling concepts from the occult world.  Osteen's first book, Your Best Life Now, was released in October 2004, just two or three short years after he read Positive Imaging: The Powerful Way to Change Your Life by Norman Vincent Peale. In it, Osteen uses exactly the same words used by Norman Vincent Peale, who in turn got the expression from Napoleon Hill, who got the expression from his “imaginary” (read demonic) council of seven men. [DETAILS] 
Note that the taxes on Osteen's "mansion" for one year is about the total cost of most people's homes (depending on the area of the country). But he will come out with one more idiotic, dangerous, Biblically unsound book which will be bought by hundreds of thousands... which ought to take care of those taxes. 

Osteen and Hurricane Katrina
By the way... much is made of the fact that Joel Osteen's church gave a million dollars to the victims of Hurricane Katrina and one can certainly appreciate him doing so. However with an average weekly attendance of some 43,500 people, his church's annual budget is $70 million [21]. 


The Investigation: 

In November 2007 Sen. Charles Grassley, R-Iowa [Senate Finance Committee] launched an investigation into the financial dealings of six TV evangelists. In his words…
“I’m following up on complaints from the public and news coverage regarding certain practices at six ministries,” Grassley said in a statement. “The allegations involve governing boards that aren’t independent and allow generous salaries and housing allowances and amenities such as private jets and Rolls-Royces.

“I don’t want to conclude that there’s a problem, but I have an obligation to donors and the taxpayers to find out more. People who donated should have their money spent as intended and in adherence with the tax code.” [22] 

A New York Times Article dated November 7th 2007 mentions other ministries being investigated. Grassley's letters, requesting answers about their expenses, executive compensation and amenities, including use of fancy cars and private jets, also went to: 

The Rev. Creflo A. Dollar Jr. and his wife, Taffi, of World Changers Church International, based in College Park, GA
Paula and Randy White. Without Walls International Church and Paula White Ministries in Tampa, Fla., [Mr. Grassley wants them to document clothing expenses and any cosmetic surgery from 2004 to the present].

Benny Hinn of World Healing Center Church, based in Grapevine, Tex. Mr. Hinn is being asked how he handles cash collected on his overseas crusades and how much he spent on hotels and food for himself and his staff members during layovers on his trips from 2001 to the present.

Joyce Meyer, who with her husband, David, runs Joyce Meyer Ministries from Fenton, Mo., and who is popular especially with women for her no-nonsense brand of self-help. 

Bishop Eddie L. Long of New Birth Missionary Baptist Church in Lithonia, Ga., a megachurch in the Atlanta suburbs.
Kenneth and Gloria Copeland of Kenneth Copeland Ministries of Newark, Tex. [23] [24]

The Results of the Investigation... All reports are linked from THIS PAGE ... 
http://finance.senate.gov/newsroom/ranking/release/?id=5fa343ed-87eb-49b0-82b9-28a9502910f7.  
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Kenneth Copeland
born December 6, 1936 was once a recording artist on the Imperial Records label [25], a pilot for Oral Roberts, later enrolled in Oral Roberts University in Tulsa, Oklahoma in spring of 1967... "He was made part of the flight crew attending all the tent meetings and crusades. It was during this time that he was learning exponentially through on-the-job training". [26] [I have also heard that he was also a member of the Oral Roberts University Board of Regents, but can not confirm this one way, or another].. 

As founder of Kenneth Copeland Ministries he, in effect took over from Kenneth Hagin as "father" of the Word-Faith Movement, a 'Christianized' version of the occult practice of creative visualization. He is one of the movements leading spokespersons, responsible for spreading most of the Faith movement's unbiblical teachings, via his innumerable books, crusades, and international outreach centers. 

Kenneth Copeland's "18-thousand square foot home valued at $6.3 million" and his "private jets" are just some of the reasons that Kenneth Copeland Ministries (KCM) was included in Senator Grassley’s investigation. [27] 

However, it soon became very clear that Copeland's Eagle Mountain International Church (EMIC), and three of the other organizations under investigation, did not intend to cooperate in any way with the Committee. On July 7, 2008 Times Online reported that “Televangelist Kenneth Copeland refuses to render unto taxman”. “It is not yours, it is God's, and you are not going to get it.” So saith Kenneth Copeland, the television evangelist, when asked to submit his ministry's private financial records to Washington” [28]

In fact some used "strong tactics to prevent former employees from speaking about the organizations, even to Committee staff". 

Several former employees of EMIC/KCM indicated that EMIC/KCM used intimidation in an attempt to keep informants from speaking to the Committee. Former employees were sincerely afraid to provide statements for fear of being sued since they signed confidentiality agreements.  Employees were contacted by EMIC/KCM attorneys after the initiation of the Committee investigation and reminded that they signed a confidentiality agreement agreeing not to disclose any information concerning EMIC/KCM. [29]

One former employee said, "The Copelands employ guerrilla tactics to keep their employees silent. We are flat out told and threatened that if we talk, God will blight our finances, strike our families down, and pretty much afflict us with everything evil and unholy.  Rather, God will allow Satan to do those things to us because we have stepped out from under His umbrella of protection, by "touching God's anointed Prophet".  Further, employees are encouraged to shun and treat badly anyone who dares speak out.” [29]

Speaking of the four organizations that did not cooperate, providing either incomplete responses or none at all, an internal memo says the investigators

"...obtained information about these churches from public sources and third party informants.  Informants were either current or former officers, directors, and key employees, current or former members, or watch dog groups. Overviews of each of the four are attached. [30] 

On January 6th, 2011, Senator Grassley issued a press release that summarized his offices findings to date regarding the Senate Finance Committee’s (SFC) investigation of six televangelists. A 28 page report included the following findings. Apparently God's money, as Copeland puts it, includes a sizable share for the Copelands…  
From The Report
Salaries 
An insider states that Kenneth Copeland no longer receives a salary from EMIC budget, but it is not known if one is received from KCM. Apparently, despite being the same legal entity, EMIC and KCM have separate operating budgets.   

Gloria Copeland's last known salary was $400,000 and that was in the early 2000s. Kenneth and Gloria both receive “honorariums” when they go to speak at churches, conventions and crusades that are not sponsored by KCM. The normal amount received by each is $10,000 and they, at times, will also receive a percentage of the offering collected by the sponsoring church or ministry. Kenneth and Gloria also received royalties from their music and books.  The figures noted are prior to 2005.  

"Parsonage"
In its response to the Committee, the Church acknowledged that it provides a parsonage to Kenneth and Gloria and a housing allowance to John but did not provide any further detail.  However, insiders and the Trinity Foundation state that Kenneth and Gloria reside in a house in Tarrant County, Texas.   
A review of the Tarrant County Appraisal District records indicates the following. An 18,280 square foot residence owned by EMIC was built in 1999.  The house is situated on a lake on approximately 25 acres and receives tax-exempt status.  As of tax year 2008, the property was valued at $6,249,000.    

According to a third party informant, the "parsonage" has a sweeping spiral staircase and a bridge that spans across the living room and connects the two sides of the house. It also has crystal chandeliers and, according to Gloria Copeland, doors that came from a castle. The parsonage has numerous rooms including a work room where cleaning ladies did laundry, ironed and performed other miscellaneous chores.

The Copeland's bedroom has a huge drop-down ceiling projector and screen. There are three car garages at each end of the house where the Copelands stored motorcycles, cars and a golf cart. The property also has a boat dock that has three slips. All three slips are generally filled with boats so the Copelands keep their ski-boat in one of the airplane hangars. 

Insiders indicated that all the expenses related to the upkeep of the parsonage are paid for by the Church, including the household staff. EMIC/KCM employees are used to maintain the property and perform miscellaneous duties such as arranging the Copelands exercise equipment, moving furniture and setting up the Christmas tree.

Private Airport
in the “Use of Ministry Assets” section of this summary. Kenneth Copeland Airport - This is a private airport owned by Kenneth Copeland Ministries. As of December 6, 2010, there were nine aircraft based at the airport: four single engine, three multi-engine and two jet airplanes. 

According to the Church response, “the Church owns five aircraft that it uses in connection with its tax-exempt religious purposes, including worldwide ministry conventions.” The fleet consisted of a) a 1962 Beech H-18 twin, b) a 1973 Cessna 421B Golden Eagle, c) a 1975 Cessna 500 Citation, d) a 1998 Cessna 550 Citation Bravo and e) a 2005 Cessna 750 Citation C.  The Church also states that any personal use is added to the Copeland's Form W-2.   

Travel and Shopping 
A former ministry employee stated Gloria Copeland used a jet to fly to Naples, Florida, to go shopping. She would purchase clothing, sculptures and home furnishings. John Copeland and ministry employees, Craig Atnip, Steve 

Poteet and some others used a jet to take hunting trips. Kenneth Copeland used to travel back and forth to Arkansas to see a chiropractor and to visit his cabin there.  The Copeland family also flew to Colorado to their home in Steamboat Springs from time to time.

In October of 2007, Brett Shipp with Dallas-based television station WFAA conducted an investigative report regarding the Copeland’s personal use of the ministry jet. Based on Shipp's report, the Copelands traveled often to Steamboat Springs, CO, and took hunting trips to southern Texas. The report also showed the Copelands taking extended stays in Hawaii while traveling across the Pacific.

Copeland originally told donors that then 20 million dollar jet would only be used for EMIC/KCM business. However, in the response to the Committee, the church acknowledged that there was some personal use of the ministry jet but the Church did not provide any details.

And this is by no means everything. Read the full report "Senate Finance Committee, Minority Staff Review of Eagle Mountain International Church d/b/a Kenneth Copeland Ministries. (Prepared by Lynda F. Simmons") [Copy and Paste either of these links into your browser]... 

http://cbsdallas.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/emic-copeland-01-5-11.pdf  OR
http://finance.senate.gov/newsroom/ranking/download/?id=d12db357-ce3f-49f8-babb-4134ff994e50 
An Associated Press article dated July 26, 2008 says

Newark, Texas - Here in the gentle hills of north Texas, televangelist Kenneth Copeland has built a religious empire teaching that God wants his followers to prosper. 

Over the years, a circle of Copeland's relatives and friends have done just that, The Associated Press has found. They include the brother-in-law with a lucrative deal to broker Copeland's television time, the son who acquired church-owned land for his ranching business and saw it more than quadruple in value, and board members who together have been paid hundreds of thousands of dollars for speaking at church events. 

While Copeland insists that his ministry complies with the law, independent tax experts who reviewed information obtained by the AP through interviews, church documents and public records have their doubts. The web of companies and non-profits tied to the televangelist calls the ministry's integrity into question, they say. 

"There are far too many relatives here," said Frances Hill, a University of Miami law professor who specializes in nonprofit tax law. "There's too much money sloshing around and too much of it sloshing around with people with overlapping affiliations and allegiances by either blood or friendship or just ties over the years. There are red flags all over these relationships." 

Kenneth Copeland Ministries is organized under the tax code as a church, so it gets a layer of privacy not afforded large secular and religious nonprofit groups that must disclose budgets and salaries. [31]

Pastors' pay must be "reasonable" under the federal tax code. However "reasonable" according to the Copelands is what most of us would consider a very hefty amount, more suitable to the hugely overpaid leeches on Wall Street. But then again what's the difference? Leeches on Wall Street... Leeches in the Church. 

The ministry also owns an airport capable of accepting jet landings, leases land for Mr Copeland's cattle and horses, and also leases land to the family so that it can operate oil and gas wells.” [32] 
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Creflo (Augustus) Dollar
is founder and senior pastor of World Changers Church International (WCCI) in College Park, Georgia, which serves nearly 30,000 members; World Changers Church-New York, which hosts over 6,000 worshippers each week; and a host of satellite churches, in several locations around the country. [33] 

Dollar has no degree in theology, but bases much of his prosperity message on the teachings of friend and spiritual mentor Kenneth Copeland... In 1998, Dollar was awarded an honorary Doctor of Divinity from Oral Roberts University, which is hardly surprising. He is just one more in a long line of Christian scavengers who relentlessly attack the idea that Christians should limit material possessions, and who teach congregants to say, "I want my stuff."

As said in a 2006 New York Times piece.

Mr. Dollar, whose Rolls-Royces, private jets, million-dollar Atlanta home and $2.5 million Manhattan apartment, furnish proof to his followers of the validity of his teachings, is a leading apostle of what is known as the "prosperity gospel." [34]

Actually, based on the state of Georgia real estate records, as of January 15, 2006, the Dollars owned two million dollar homes. 

"... 4695 Hamden Forest Trail in Atlanta and 1811 Sandy Creek in Fayetteville. According to Fulton county real estate records, the property at 4695 Hamden Forest Trail, Atlanta, Georgia was conveyed to the Dollars from WCCI in 2000. Committee staff was unable to determine if any consideration was paid by the Dollars to WCCI at the time this conveyance. Based on Fulton County real property records, from the date of this conveyance in July of 2000 until October of 2003, there were no mortgages on this property.  

According to Fayette County real estate records, the second property located at 1811 Sandy Creek, Fayetteville, Georgia, was conveyed to the Dollars from WCCI in 2004. On the date of this conveyance, the Dollars executed a note to pay WCCI $2,065,000. [35]

The New York Times article also tells the story of The Andersons, who live in the Bronx and are "struggling financially".

A few weeks ago, the couple, who have two young children, had no money to buy groceries. But they believe what their pastor, the Rev. Creflo A. Dollar Jr., said on this recent Saturday night about the offering time: "It's opportunity for prosperity." So when the offering buckets at World Changers Church come around "Troy and Cheryal Anderson are eager to give the Lord his due. They wave their blue offering envelope overhead, as all around them worshipers whoop and holler their praises to God. Inside the envelope is 10 percent of the weekly pay Mr. Anderson takes home as an electrician's apprentice - he earns about $30,000 a year - and a little more for the church's building fund. [34]

Just how much money do Creflo and Taffi Dollar have? 

The ministry's income is unavailable, but newspaper accounts say the ministry paid $18 million in cash for his new 8,000-seat World Changers Church International on the southern edge of Atlanta. He flies to speaking engagements across the nation and Europe in a $5 million private jet and drives a black Rolls-Royce. and travels in a $5 million private jet. Dollar's ministry became a focus of a court case involving boxer Evander Holyfield in 1999. The lawyer for Holyfield's ex-wife estimated that the fighter gave Dollar's ministry $7 million. Dollar refused to testify in the case. [36]

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Mar. 5, 2000 says this.

The Rev. Creflo Dollar Jr. has unabashedly embraced his name by building a religious empire on the message that his brand of piety leads to prosperity. He drives a black Rolls-Royce, flies to speaking engagements across the nation and Europe in a $5 million private jet and lives in a $1 million home behind iron gates in an upscale Atlanta neighborhood... The World Changers campus sits on a slight hill... Inside the church is a lobby befitting a five-star hotel. Chairs are scattered about on baby blue carpet thick enough to muffle the sound of the stadium-size crowd arriving for a Sunday service... There are no visible traditional Christian symbols - no cross, no image of Jesus, no stained-glass windows...Dollar lives in a $1 million home owned by the church in the Guilford Forest subdivision in southwest Atlanta. World Changers purchased another $1 million home on 27 acres in Fayette County in December. The church has amassed a fortune in real estate, mostly in College Park... [37]

D.J. Lett who has attended World Changers for seven years, said it is not true that the church refuses to help non-tithers. 

Tithers simply "have priority," she said. People are not allowed to touch Dollar during services, she said, simply because "the anointing is flowing at that point." She said the church purchased a Rolls-Royce for Dollar's use because "he deserves the best". [37] 

By the way, as reported on John Mark Ministries, Dollar’s wife, Taffi, introduces her husband as one who talks “face to face with God, like Moses.” She warns that “every tongue that rises up against” her husband will “be struck down.” [38]
InPlainSite.org Note: The word Anointing has become arguably the most overused, overworked, misunderstood, misinterpreted term in the Pentecostal and Charismatic arenas. See Details
Black Celebrity Gossip (MWZA) carries yet another photograph of the interior of Creflo Dollar's house. [39] 
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Paula and Randy White
Paula and Randy White married in 1989, and moved to Tampa, Florida, where they started South Tampa Christian Center in 1991 (renamed Without Walls International Church in 1997.) Apparently her popularity sky rocketed (particularly among black women) when she met Bishop T.D. Jakes, pastor of the Dallas mega church called “Potter's House”, who invited her to speak at his Woman Thou Art Loosed Conference in 2000. (More about T.D. Jakes further down). White launched her television ministry a year later.

Excerpts from a May 20, 2007 Tampa Tribune article: The Whites' church, founded in 1991, became Without Walls International. Its motto: "the perfect church for people who are not." It is ranked one of the largest and fastest-growing independent churches in the country, according to Church Growth Today, a consulting company.

As it grew - at one time offering more than 200 outreach missions, programs for poor, urban children and single moms in need of job training - so did the Whites' perks. They travel in a $1.9 million business jet. They own a home they purchased for $2.1 million on Bayshore Boulevard and a $3.5 million Trump Tower condo in New York. Randy rents a waterfront villa in Malibu, California. [40]

[Note: Trump Tower, (named for its owner Donald Trump), is a 68-story mixed-use skyscraper located at 721 Fifth Avenue, at the corner of East 56th Street on the Upper East Side of Manhattan, New York City. There is a five-level atrium in the lobby that is crowned with a skylight and contains shops, a café, a seven-story waterfall that flows over rose, peach, pink and orange Breccia Perniche marble, and a pedestrian bridge that crosses over the waterfall’s pool. The Atrium is "a showcase for 40 purveyors of super luxury wares such as Loewe of Madrid, Asprey's of London and the jewelers, Cartier, Harry Winston and Buccellati" [41].]
Most of the couple's personal income comes from private businesses, including a real estate company, sales of nutritional supplements and speaking engagements, he said. Since 2005, two of their businesses have sold $871,000 in books, DVDs, CDs and clothing to the church, according to the recent audit.

While her husband commutes to California, Paula is also on the go, a sought-after speaker at Christian programs, women's retreats and success seminars. She just launched a health and fitness program, "10 Commandments of Health and Wellness," and in July, she'll launch her "Life by Design" workshops across the street from Madison Square Garden. Her companion book, "You're All That: Discovering God's Design on Your Life," comes out in October.

Without Walls, including its Lakeland campus and Paula's broadcast ministry, took in $35 million in tithes and offerings last year, according to a recent audit by Lewis, Birch & Ricardo CPAs. The audit was posted online last week - the first public accounting in the church's history - after The Tampa Tribune requested a copy.

How much of the revenue goes to the Whites, the couple won't say. The audit lists more than $5.5 million in salaries for 2006. The church declined to say how many employees were on the payroll.

In January, the couple arrived for a service in their blue Mercedes sedan. They entered the sanctuary, a former warehouse at 2511 N. Grady Ave., watched over by a security contingent of solemn, beefy men wearing sunglasses and communication devices. Surveillance cameras kept watch from all corners. [40]

The Senate Finance Committee, Minority Staff Review of Without Walls International Church includes the following information. 

Parsonage/Housing Allowance 
According to Hillsborough County property records, from 2002 until their divorce in August of 2007, the Whites owned 4301 Bayshore Boulevard, Tampa, FL, an 8,072 sq. ft. home located in the very prestigious area of Bayshore.  The residence has a waterfront view of Tampa Bay. According to Hillsborough County records, the 2008 market value of the home is $2,681,211. The Whites purchased the property in 2002 and borrowed $2 million dollars from Suntrust Bank. An insider told Committee staff that an accounting firm hired by WWIC told the Whites to purchase the largest house they could find. In spring of 2003 the Whites hired a pool contractor to put a new in ground concrete pool and spa at this residence. 

A recent aerial view of the residence indicates the pool was completed.  As of December 2008, the registered owner of the Bayshore Boulevard home is Randy White. [Hillsborough County Property Appraiser] 

According to an insider, Randy and Paula White also purchased a $3.5 million condo in Trump Tower in New York City. The total cost of the condo was $3.5 million; however, only $2,625,000 was financed so it appears the down payment was $925,000. [NYC Department of Finance, Office of The City Register]

WWIC did not provide any information related to possible housing allowances being paid for the residence on Bayshore Drive and the Trump Tower condo. However, an insider familiar with WWIC finances stated that housing allowances for both residences were paid from WWIC/PWM funds. The rest of the report can be read HERE.
Appearance: 
The trappings are physical as well. Both the Whites have undergone cosmetic surgery, seeming to grow younger over the past five years.

"We're on television, and you've got to look the part," Randy said... [40] The Part?

Funky, Flawed, Edgy...
Randy seems to relish the role of funky, flawed and edgy preacher. He admits that he doesn't pray before meals, bears several tattoos and enjoys wine. He said strip club owner Joe Redner should have been elected to the Tampa City Council in November ("He would have been good for this city"), and his gun collection includes an AK-47 automatic weapon.

"Guns are a good investment," he said.

In January 2005, he was featured on the cover of Makes and Models Magazine, a glossy publication devoted to exotic cars, motorcycles and scantily clad female models. Associate editor Rodney Burrell, then a church member, wrote a glowing story about Randy called "Riding for Souls." Although putting Randy on the cover - he stood posed next to his wife's Mercedes SL55, valued at more than $100,000 - was Burrell's idea, the church had to buy $7,500 worth of magazines for the privilege. [40]

...And Dishonest?
In his autobiography, "Without Walls," and on a 2002 Web profile, Randy said he enrolled at the former Lee College in Cleveland, Tenn., and earned a bachelor's degree in ministerial studies and a master's in divinity. He said he was awarded an honorary doctorate in humane letters from Virginia State University in Petersburg, Va.

Representatives from both schools said he did not receive degrees there, though Lee confirmed he took two classes.

According to documents Randy gave the Tribune in April, he received a doctorate of humane letters from Commonwealth Assistance Foundation Institute of International Studies in Alexandria, Va., in May 1993. An in-depth Internet search found no mention of the school. There is no telephone listing for it.

Randy does have a bachelor's degree in theology from the International Bible Institute and Seminary, a correspondence school in Orlando. [40]

Unpaid Bills
Since 2000, court records show five business deals that soured after the Whites refused to pay.

Jacqueline Knight, who runs a Tampa public relations and marketing company, said, "We've moved on and we're friends again" after she placed a lien on the church for $16,782 in unpaid bills in April 2002. She was paid an undisclosed sum before it got to court.

Interior designer Charles Cox, also in Tampa, is still fuming.

County Court Judge Paul Huey ordered the church to pay Cox-Feivelson Antiques and Design Gallery $10,217 for unpaid bills in November.

"They made no attempt to resolve the problem to avoid legal action, not even a phone call," he said. "I expect more of high-end clients, especially Christian ones." [40]

Birthdays and Bentleys
Paula sent her "spiritual father" T.D. Jakes a black convertible Bentley for his 50th birthday in June 2007... for his 50th birthday in June, White sent Jakes a black convertible Bentley. It was intended to be quiet gift, White said, but an overzealous member of Jakes' ministry shouted out the news at the retail show.

"Some people thought 'Why would you do that?'" White later explained, saying that Jakes is her spiritual father. "I thought, 'Well, why wouldn't I? That's not even an option." [42]

Trump and Tyra
On October 4, 2006, Paula White was a guest on the Tyra Banks show in an episode concerning promiscuity. I have to wonder why Tyra refers to Paula White as "A woman that I look up to, and my dear friend and personal life coach" [Emphasis Added]. [43]

October 16, 2006 broadcast of her daily television program Paula Today, she introduced her two guests with the words...

"If you want to change the way you live, change your thinking. I want them to bring their wisdom to you today, give people tools to really transform their lives." And then the camera panned over to two men, co-authors of the book, "Why We Want You to be Rich": Robert Kiyosaki and Donald Trump.

Kiyosaki is author of Rich Dad, Poor Dad with over 26 million copies in print, while we all know Trump, "an American business magnate, socialite, author, and television personality. He is the Chairman and CEO of the Trump Organization, a US-based real-estate developer. 

Trump is also the founder of Trump Entertainment Resorts, which operates numerous casinos and hotels across the world. Trump's extravagant lifestyle and outspoken manner have made him a celebrity for years". [Wikipedia] He is also host and executive producer of an obnoxious reality show… The Apprentice. Besides which the name Trump, has in the last few years become an internationally recognized symbol of New York City as mecca for the world's super rich. 

And here he was, on a so called Christian television program, to share his worldly wisdom with all of us. To teach us how to become rich. [44]


Financial Turmoil
On November 6, 2008, the Tampa Bay Online published an article entitled Financial Walls Closing In On Church. It said in part...
For months, there have been signs of financial struggles at Without Walls. In August, the church's controller resigned citing serious concerns, according to a copy of his resignation letter obtained by The Tampa Tribune. Church accountant Camillo Gargano wrote in the Aug. 28 letter that the ministry was in "turmoil."

"Handling of finances by upper management is contrary with my fiduciary responsibility," it states. Management didn't seem bothered by the financial problems, and used "bullying, excessive force and verbal abuse as a management style," Gargano wrote. "Not only is it unconscionable for me to work in such a hostile environment, but it is also physically and mentally debilitating to work under such stressful circumstances," he wrote.

Gargano said he later submitted a second, less-critical letter at the request of church staffers.

He resigned after Randy White ordered him to pay White's $24,000 American Express bill, even though it would mean the ministry couldn't make payroll for the week, Gargano said in a September interview. Part of the credit card bill was a $13,000 payment for mirrors installed in the church. The rest included personal expenses that White told Gargano he would pay back to the ministry, the controller said.

White sent text messages to Gargano insisting he pay the credit card bill. Gargano saved the messages.

Gargano, who attended church elsewhere, said during his 17 months employed there he constantly scrambled to find money to pay salaries and bills, and that little or no money went for ministerial work. The church owed vendors $400,000 by late August, he said. Several vendors reached by the Tribune declined comment.

In September, the church released a statement saying it disputed Gargano's version of events, but did not elaborate. The controller resigned his position the same month the church defaulted on the loan. [45] 

Divorce: 
On Thursday, August 23, 2007, Randy and Paula White announced to their congregation that they would divorce.

According to The Christian Post, Paula White says the divorce was amicable, and her husband, Randy White, agreed to take the responsibility [46] 

However according to blackchristiannews.com "Without Walls sputtered without her" [47]

The church shrunk drastically and found itself having faced foreclosure, with their bank demanding immediate repayment of a $12 million loan on the property last November. [48]

The Whites' divorce shattered the image of a power couple, unified by faith and a shared sense of purpose, and the church struggled to fill its 4,000-seat sanctuary. At their peak, the Whites preached a "prosperity gospel" and enjoyed a lavish lifestyle, expensive homes and cars - even a private jet - but the church's finances bottomed out after its founders split. Then a congressional investigation into several ministries cross the country challenged the church's nonprofit status, amid questions about how the Whites were spending the millions of dollars Without Walls was collecting. [47]

Paula White returned to the church as its senior pastor in July 2009. 
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Benny Hinn (Toufik Benedictus Hinn)
Hinn was born in Jaffa, in 1952, in the then newly established state of Israel. His family emigrated to Canada soon after the 1967 Arab-Israeli 'The Six-Day War'. In later life, heavily influenced by evangelists Kathryn Kuhlman and Aimee Semple McPherson, he began claiming that God was using him as a conduit for healings, and began holding healing services in the Orlando Christian Center, which he founded in 1963. Not long after that his so called "miracle crusades" began to be held at large stadiums and auditoriums across the country. 
During the early 1990s he launched a television show called This Is Your Day, a large part of which is devoted to his crusades. Hinn hosts the show, which is broadcast several times a week in the United States by TBN (Paul Crouch, is one of Hinn's most outspoken defenders and allies), Daystar, Revelation TV, Grace TV, The God Channel, etc to an estimated four million followers. According to Hinn's web site, This Is Your Day is "seen across the United States and around the world in more than 190 nations" [49] 

In 1999, he stepped down as pastor of the Orlando Christian Center, moving his ministry's administrative headquarters to Grapevine, Texas, a suburb of Fort Worth, while hosting This Is Your Day from a television studio in Orange County, California. He lives in Dana Point, a wealthy coastal community in southern Orange County even after Suzanne Hinn, his wife of 30 years filed divorce papers in February 2010, which, by the way listed three recent Southern California addresses for the family [50]

"A Preacher's Life"
Hinn is founder, chairman, president and CEO of Benny Hinn Ministries (BHM) and  lives with his wife and three children in a multimillion-dollar oceanfront mansion near the Ritz-Carlton hotel in Dana Point. He travels the globe in his ministry's plane, named Dove One. And how can he afford to do all this? 

The audited financial statements of Benny Hinn Ministries for 2006, which were provided to the Finance Committee, but are not posted on the Ministries' web site, show total revenue and support of $97.93 million. However, in March 2005, Ministry Watch, issued a Donor Alert against the ministry, urging donors to prayerfully consider withholding contributions to Benny Hinn Ministries/World Outreach Church (BHM). [51]
On March 6, 2005, NBC Dateline aired a segment, entitled A Preacher's Life, on Benny Hinn. The segment was years in the making and included the use of hidden cameras, hidden identities, and visits to numerous “healing” crusades. Apart from the not surprising findings that Hinn manipulates individuals, and preaches a self-serving prosperity theology message at the so called "miracle crusades", the program also includes the following revelations... 

Hinn’s salary is somewhere between half a million and a million dollars per year. He also gets royalties from the sales of his books; 

Personal perks for Hinn, family and his entourage include a $10 million seaside mansion; a private jet with annual operating costs of about $1.5 million; a Mercedes SUV and convertible, each valued at about $80,000; 

What the church termed “layovers” between crusades included hotel bills ranging from $900 per night to royal suites that cost almost $3,000 for one night’s stay. Layover locations included Hawaii, Cancun, London, Milan and other exotic locations. 

Beverly Hills shopping sprees; 

Receipts showing Hinn’s daughter receiving $1,300 in petty cash; her boyfriend getting $2,550 for babysitting; $23,000 in cash dispersed to Hinn and his wife; and, $25,000 in cash for expenses for a crusade – 30 minutes away from Hinn’s home; [52] 

William Lobdell, a Times staff writer who covers religion, was told of the founder of the Dallas-based Trinity Foundation, Ole E Anthony, whose operatives ...struck dumpster pay dirt five years ago in south Florida when they found a travel itinerary for Benny Hinn, the Trinity Broadcasting Network's superstar faith healer who has filled sports arenas with ailing believers seeking miracles cures. Hinn's itinerary included first-class tickets on the Concorde from New York to London ($8,850 each) and reservations for presidential suites at pricey European hotels ($2,200 a night). A news story, including footage of Hinn and his associates boarding the jet, ran on CNN's "Impact." 

In addition, property records and videos supplied by Trinity investigators led to CNN and Dallas Morning News coverage of another Hinn controversy: fund-raising for a $30-million healing center in Dallas that has yet to be built. [53]

According to a June article in The Dallas Morning News, shortly after Hinn announced his move to Texas, he said God had told him to build a "World Healing Center," and Hinn appealed for money. As much as $30 million was collected but, apparently God changed His mind since the center was never built. In April 2000, Hinn told Trinity Broadcasting Network's Paul Crouch, "I'm putting all the money we have in the ministry to get out there and preach. The day (to build the healing center) will come. I'm in no hurry; neither is God."

When the NBC Dateline team checked in Mexico, more than a year-and-a-half later, they could find no sign of any construction. But the Hinn web site kept promising that construction would be finished in, “a few short months.” That was news to the local official in charge of construction in the town, who told us the Hinn ministry hadn’t even been issued a building permit yet. What we did find, however, was this sign — curiously not in Spanish, but English — attached to a house the ministry called it’s ‘temporary orphanage,’ which appeared to be empty. The Hinn Web site continued to solicit donations”. [54]

But, about April 2000, Hinn's ministry began building a 58,000 square-foot office building in Irving. A few months after that, in August 2000, a holding company that is a subsidiary of Hinn's ministry began building a "parsonage" ... a $3 million, 7,200-square foot oceanfront home, in Dana Point, Calif.

Dateline revealed allegations of financial impropriety by one of Hinn's former associates, dubious claims of healings and details of the pastor's luxurious lifestyle. Hinn tried to limit the damage done by the Dateline investigation by rebutting the charges in front of faithful viewers on the Trinity Broadcasting Network, or TBN. Looking into the camera, Hinn said the attacks were orchestrated by Satan and that he has prayed to the Lord repeatedly that before "I injure Your name, take me out. Before I harm Your kingdom, kill me." The spin didn't work. Donations dipped by 12% for the first quarter of this year, say ministry officials, a result of bad publicity and the weak economy that has hurt other non-profits.

In an attempt to clear up his image, Hinn suggests meeting a Times reporter at the Four Seasons hotel in Newport Beach. Accompanied by bodyguards, Hinn arrives in his new Mercedes-Benz G500, an SUV that retails for about $80,000. He is dressed casually in black, from designer sunglasses to leather jacket to shoes... Hinn fiddles with his cell phone, which sports a Mercedes logo... First, Hinn declines to divulge his salary. (He told CNN in 1997 that he earns between $500,000 and $1 million annually, including book royalties.) "Look, any amount I make, somebody's going to be mad," he says...

Hinn does reveal that the $89 million taken in by his church in 2002 is a record for his Grapevine, Texas-based ministry, which has experienced double-digit growth during the past three years through direct-mail requests, viewer donations and offerings taken at the Miracle Crusades. [55]

And how does he do it? Here is one of the many, many instances of Hinn's manipulation of believers. 


Benn Hinn’s 2 Min Blessing
A July 2008 article by reporter Marthinus van Vuuren in news24.com, a South African News Web site, entitled 'God bless your credit card', said

One of Hinn's American guest speakers, Pastor Todd Koontz, Koontz delivered a message about "you reap what you sow", then said the service would yield millionaires and billionaires within 24 hours. 

“God's blessing would last only two minutes and it would create 500 churchgoing millionaires or even billionaires - all they had to do was use their credit cards to pay $1000 in offerings to televangelist Benny Hinn”. 

Why specifically $1 000? Because "an exceptional blessing rested on $1 000."
"God would bless the people's credit cards and they would be able to rule over South Africa with their money" and that 500 audience members would receive "an exceptional blessing". 

Koontz apparently really had the congregation scrambling when he said, "This blessing will be poured out for only two minutes." [56] 

However Pastor Tommie Ferreira of the AGS Church in Johannesburg was so upset about the "blessing" that, after a week, he wanted to know who of the donors actually had become millionaires. 

Ferreira told Rapport he did not mean to bring about Hinn's downfall. He merely wanted to know if any of the hundreds of churchgoers who donated amounts of up to $1, 000 (about R7,500) to Hinn's Miracle Crusade last week Saturday had now become millionaires... He said he could not live with his conscience if he did not speak to others about this possible trickery... 

"I'm not attacking them (Hinn and Koontz). It just really gets my goat when people make unfounded claims and then they're off with these people's money.""  [56] 
Reforms?
Benny Hinn has promised some reforms in a letter responding to the probe by Senator Charles Grassley, including

The church will no longer provide vehicles to Hinn and his family, also Hinn and his family will no longer use church credit cards. 

Acknowledging that Meeting of the Board of Directors "were held in leisure-centric locations and convened to satisfy minimum board duties and requirements", the "now-existent Directors have determined that such meetings and related expenses were not sufficiently justified". 

"The Church had for years acquired aircraft by purchase or lease without entertaining a study regarding what method, and what craft, best suited the Church's needs," "After a review of that process, the Directors determined that a third-party review of the Church's aircraft needs, and whether it should own or lease such craft, was prudent" [57]

No kidding!

In the final analysis, as said by the Orange County Register 

And for all this transparency, we note that the financials Hinn provided Grassley were from 2006; there were apparently no updates; and current finances are not disclosed anywhere on Hinn’s web site that we could find. There is a page titled “church finances” [58] which includes a pretty pie chart of where money is going (59 percent media ministry, 29 percent international missions and crusades, etc.), but no actual dollar figures, and certainly no detail on who is being paid what.

What is he pulling in today, and what he’s doing with it? Only Hinn knows for sure [59]

You may also want to read A Brief on WHCC “Church” Status, February, 2005. Rebuttal to WHCC/BHM’s response to IRS HERE
Although information about Benny Hinn, including his sham healings, and false prophecy could fill several books, we will close with the fact that... 

Benny Hinn is being sued by his Publisher
And in more recent news, The Orlando Sentinel carried an article By Rene Stutzman on February 17, 2011, by Rene Stutzman entitled Faith healer violated our morality clause. It said, in part

A Lake Mary book publisher is suing tele-evangelist and faith healer Benny Hinn, saying he violated a morality clause in their contract when he began an "inappropriate relationship" with another evangelist, and thus, must pay $250,000. 

In August, Hinn admitted to a friendship with evangelist Paula White after The National Enquirer published photos of them in Rome, holding hands. Hinn was married at the time. His wife, Suzanne, had filed for divorce a few months earlier. 

Three years earlier, Hinn had signed a three-book deal with Strang Communications Co. of Lake Mary. He was paid a $300,000 advance on the first one, Blood in the Sand, according to the suit. Hinn acknowledged to his publisher "his inappropriate relationship" with White in August, according to the suit, and agreed that the publisher should get back its money, but he has yet to pay up. [60]
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Joyce Meyer

Charismatic Christian author and speaker who, according to her web site, teaches on hundreds of subjects through Joyce Meyer Ministries, headquartered in the St. Louis suburb of Fenton, Missouri. Joyce has authored over 80 books, in over 80 different languages. More than 12 million of her books have been distributed around the world, and in 2007 more than 3.2 million copies were sold. [61]

It has been reported that Joyce Meyer took more than a 50 percent reduction in her annual salary, which brought her earnings down to about $250,000, However the royalties from her many books are estimated to be worth anywhere from hundreds of thousands to millions of dollars a year. [62].
She too, like many of the Health-Wealth preachers has an honorary doctorate in divinity from Oral Roberts University in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

While there can be little doubt that her ministry does a lot of good, reportedly providing more than 11.5 million meals to people around the world in 2006, and over the years has built more than 190 wells to provide clean drinking water. Additionally "The ministry funds more than 40 orphanages across Asia, and locally it works with Ronald McDonald House and St. Jude Children's Research Hospital, among other organizations". [63] There is little question that a great deal of money is spent on lavish living, which Joyce Meyer calls being "blessed"...

The Investigation
In the course of the investigation into the financial dealings of six TV evangelists, Sen. Grassley's staff has asked Joyce Meyer to provide documents detailing the finances of the Joyce Meyer Ministries, including the religious group's compensation to Meyer, her husband and other family members, as well as an accounting of their housing allowances, gifts and credit card statements for the last several years. Five other ministries are also being investigated. In his five-page letter, Grassley also asked Meyer for: 

A "detailed accounting" of all her and her husband's expense-account items, including clothing and cosmetic surgery.

— Information about any overseas bank accounts and deposits made outside the U.S. after international evangelical crusades.

— The tax-exempt purpose of items purchased for her ministry's headquarters, such as a $23,000 marble-topped commode, a $30,000 conference table and an $11,219 French clock.

— A detailed accounting of total monthly expenses for upkeep on the Meyers' personal residence, and any vacation homes, from 2004 to the present.

— An explanation of any personal use of the ministries' tax-exempt assets, including "jets, employees, facilities," from 2004 to the present.

— An explanation for how personal gifts from donors, such as money or jewelry, are handled and reported to the IRS. 

Among the services provided in 2006, according to the report: 11.5 million meals served, 41 orphanages "fully supported" and 174,538 gift bags delivered to prisoners. [64] 

Ministry Headquarters 
An article entitled From Fenton to fortune in the name of God on November 15, 2003 in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch gave it's readers a great deal of insight into Joyce Meyer's lifestyle.

The ministry's headquarters is a three-story jewel of red brick and emerald-color glass that, from the outside, has the look and feel of a luxury resort hotel. Built two years ago for $20 million, the building and grounds are postcard perfect, from manicured flower beds and walkways to a five-story lighted cross. 

The driveway to the office complex is lined on both sides with the flags of dozens of nations reached by the ministry. A large bronze sculpture of the Earth sits atop an open Bible near the parking lot. Just outside the main entrance, a sculpture of an American eagle landing on a tree branch stands near a man-made waterfall. A message in gold letters greets employees and visitors over the front entryway: "Look what the Lord Has Done." 

The building is decorated with religious paintings and sculptures, and quality furniture. Much of it, Meyer says, she selected herself. 

A Jefferson County assessor's list offers a glimpse into the value of many of the items: a $19,000 pair of Dresden vases, six French crystal vases bought for $18,500, an $8,000 Dresden porcelain depicting the Nativity, two $5,800 curio cabinets, a $5,700 porcelain of the Crucifixion, a pair of German porcelain vases bought for $5,200. 

The decor includes a $30,000 malachite round table, a $23,000 marble-topped antique commode, a $14,000 custom office bookcase, a $7,000 Stations of the Cross in Dresden porcelain, a $6,300 eagle sculpture on a pedestal, another eagle made of silver bought for $5,000, and numerous paintings purchased for $1,000 to $4,000 each.  

InPlainSite Note: The Commode referred to above probably does not refer to a toilet. The word "Commode" used to refer to a cabinet, with one or more doors, that served as a washstand with a washbasin and water pitcher, which also offered an enclosed area below for storing a chamber pot. In contemporary English "Commode" usually refers to a low chest of drawers on stubby legs.  

Inside Meyer's private office suite sit a conference table and 18 chairs bought for $49,000. The woodwork in the offices of Meyer and her husband cost the ministry $44,000. 

In all, assessor's records of the ministry's personal property show that nearly $5.7 million worth of furniture, artwork, glassware, and the latest equipment and machinery fill the 158,000-square-foot building. 

As of this summer, the ministry also owned a fleet of vehicles with an estimated value of $440,000. The Jefferson County assessor has been trying to get the complex and its contents added to the tax rolls but has failed. 

Stylish Sports Cars and a Plane 
Meyer drives the ministry's 2002 Lexus SC sports car with a retractable top, valued at $53,000. Her son Dan, 25, drives the ministry's 2001 Lexus sedan, with a value of $46,000. Meyer's husband drives his Mercedes-Benz S55 AMG sedan. "My husband just likes cars," Meyer said. 

The Meyers keep the ministry's Canadair CL-600 Challenger jet, which Joyce Meyer says is worth $10 million, at Spirit of St. Louis Airport in Chesterfield. The ministry employs two full-time pilots to fly the Meyers to conferences around the world. 

Meyer calls the plane a "lifesaver" for her and her family. "It enabled us, at our age, to travel literally all over the world and preach the gospel" with better security than that offered on commercial flights, she said. 
Note: Minutes of ministry board meetings show that for 2002 and 2003, the board approved compensation packages of up to $900,000 for Joyce Meyer and up to $450,000 for her husband. Any personal use of the ministry's corporate plane or automobiles was to be deducted from those totals. [65]

The Family Compound
The ministry has also bought homes for other key employees. 

Since 1999, the ministry has spent at least $4 million on five homes for Meyer and her four children near Interstate 270 and Gravois Road, St. Louis County records show. 

Meyer's house, the largest of the five, is a 10,000-square-foot Cape Cod style estate home with a guest house and a garage that can be independently heated and cooled and can hold up to eight cars. The three-acre property has a large fountain, a gazebo, a private putting green, a pool and a pool house where the ministry recently added a $10,000 bathroom. 
The ministry pays for utilities, maintenance and landscaping costs at all five homes. It also pays for renovations. The Meyers ordered major rehab work at the ministry's expense right after the ministry bought three of the homes. For example, the ministry bought one home, leveled it and then built a new home on the site to the specifications of Meyer's daughter Sandra and her husband, county records show. Even the property taxes, $15, 629 this year, are paid by the ministry. 

Meyer called the homes a "good investment" for the ministry and said the ministry bears the cost of upkeep and maintenance because the family is too busy to take care of such tasks. "It's just too hard to keep up with something like that when you travel as much as we do," Meyer said. 

She said that federal tax law allows ministries to buy parsonages for their employees, so the arrangement does not violate any prohibitions against personal benefit. Meyer also said the decision to cluster the families together was a way to build a buffer to better ensure privacy and security. "We put good people all around us," she said. "Obviously, if I was trying to hide anything or thought I was doing anything wrong, I wouldn't live on the corner of Gravois and 270."  

Note: It has since been reported that two of the homes, occupied by two of Meyer's four adult children and their families, are up for sale. 

Personal Spending
"Meyer says she expects the best, from where she lives to how she looks. Much of her clothing is custom-tailored at an upscale West County dress shop. At her conferences, she usually wears flashy jewelry. She sports an impressive diamond ring that she said she got from one of her followers. Meyer has a private hairdresser. And, a few years ago, Meyer told her employees she was getting a face-lift. 

Not everything is paid directly by the ministry. 

Last year, the Meyers bought a $500,000 atrium ranch lakefront home in Porto Cima, a private-quarters club at Lake of the Ozarks. A few weeks later, they bought two watercrafts similar to Jet Skis and a $105,000 Crownline boat painted red, white and blue that they named the Patriot. 

In 2000, the Meyers also bought her parents a $130,000 home just a few minutes from where the Meyers live. 

The Meyers have put the Mercedes, the lake house, the boat and her parents' home into an irrevocable trust, an arrangement that tax experts say would help protect them from any financial problems at the ministry. 

Meyer says she should not have to defend how she spends the ministry's money. "We teach and preach and believe biblically that God wants to bless people who serve Him," Meyer said. "So there's no need for us to apologize for being blessed." [66]
1) Residence of: Joyce and Dave Meyer
Bought: April 27th, 1999
Purchase Price: About $795,000
Square Footage: 10,000
Cost of Improvements: $1.1 Million
Features: 6 Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms, Gold Putting Green, Swimming pool, 8 Car Heated and Cooled Garage,  Guest House with 2 more bedrooms, Gazebo.
2) Residence of: Daughter, Sandra McCollom and her husband Steve
Bought: February 12, 2002
Purchase Price: $400,000
Square Footage: About 5,000
Cost of Improvements: About $250,000
Features: 4 Bedrooms, 3 full and 2 half Bathrooms, All-Seasons room, Prayer Room, Media Center and a Home Office.

3) Residence of: Son, David Meyer and his wife Joy Meyer.
Bought: June 18, 2001
Purchase Price: $725,000
Square Footage: 4,000
Cost of Improvements: Unknown
Features: 2 Story Colonial, 4 Bedrooms, 2 1/2 Bathrooms, 2 Garages and a Utility Shed

4) Residence of: Daughter, Laura Holtzmann and her husband Doug
Bought: March 7, 2001
Purchase Price: $350,000
Square Footage: 2,358
Cost of Improvements: $3,000
Features: 3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms with a Fireplace.

5) Residence of: Son, Dan Meyer and his wife Charity
Bought: Mar 13, 2000
Purchase Price: About 200,000
Square Footage: About 2,000 
Cost of Improvements: $33,000
Features: Brick Ranch with Full Finished Basement[image: image32.jpg]



Eddie Lee Long
(born May 12, 1953) is the senior pastor of New Birth Missionary Baptist Church, a megachurch of more than 25,000 members near Lithonia, Georgia. 

Described on his web site as "a bold revolutionary spiritual leader, best-selling author, life coach and motivational speaker, recognized as a gifted charismatic orator and rising voice of the global faith-based community", Long has written a number of best-selling books while his Emmy-Award-winning broadcast, Taking Authority, airs on TBN thereby reaching 172 countries, and more than 270 million people. He produces national conferences each year including FOCUS, Spirit and Truth, Heart to Heart and youth conference, is executive producer of a television program called Musical Theater of Hope and, in 2009, released a CD entitled Bishop Long and Friends: The Kingdom Volume One. [67]

According to the New York Times...

His message that God wants people to prosper has attracted celebrities, professional athletes and socialites, swelling the membership to 25,000. Bishop Long’s New Birth Missionary Baptist Church includes a multimillion-dollar network of charities and businesses, a private school and the Samson’s Health and Fitness Center, where he holds court and pumps iron with young people. [68]

Eddie Long and Ludacris
In a write up about Bishop Long and Friends, the site NuthinButGospel.com informs it's readers that Bishop Long was "No stranger to the music industry". He 

"...was featured on rapper Ludacris' album "Release Therapy." He appeared on the final track "Freedom of Preach" where he delivered a speech about God and faith.

Release Therapy won the Best Rap Album award for the 2007 Grammy Awards and is said to feature a departure of the lighthearted mood of Ludacris' previous albums, and introduces a darker side. 

Now that's a scary thought, considering that Ludacris, who some consider more vile than Eminem, (is that even possible?) was a featured representative of Pepsi until, on August 27, 2002, Bill O'Reilly called for all Americans to boycott Pepsi products, saying that Ludacris' lyrics glamorize a "life of guns, violence, drugs and disrespect of women". O'Reilly wasn't exactly joking as the lyrics of Ludacris' 2001 "Move Bitch" show. (And believe me, the small portion of the lyrics I have quoted are tame, compared to what follows)

I'm doin' a hundred on the highway, so if you do the speed limit, get the F... outta my way

I'm D.U.I., hardly ever caught sober, and you about to get ran the F... over

And that people, is the kind of man that our modern day, pathetic apologies for ‘Christian’ ministers, ‘make music’ and associate with. 

What is really mind-boggling are the following two lines on this tract, both by Ludacris 

I know some folks may not agree or even like this song, But I'm just speakin MY truth, 'cause I heard it sets you free

"He resides, in me (yeah)".  

Read Lyrics... http://www.metrolyrics.com/freedom-of-preach-lyrics-ludacris.html   
Hear Song... http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ikcfn5z3_GY 
Finances
On August 28, 2005 the Atlanta Journal-Constitution reported that during the period between 1997 to 2000, Long received more than $3.07 million worth of compensation and benefits from his non-profit charity, Bishop Eddie Long Ministries Inc. [All Emphasis Added]

In 1995, Bishop Eddie Long established a nonprofit, tax-exempt charity to help the needy and spread the gospel.  But it was Long, leader of the largest church congregation in Georgia, who became the charity's biggest beneficiary.

The charity, Bishop Eddie Long Ministries Inc., provided him with at least $3.07 million in salary, benefits and the use of property between 1997 and 2000 -- nearly as much as it gave to all other recipients combined during those years, tax records show.

It is one of at least 20 nonprofit and for-profit corporations that Long founded after becoming pastor of New Birth Missionary Baptist Church in 1987. Long's businesses include a music publishing company and a transportation service.

The charity's compensation to Long over that four-year period included:

> A $1.4 million six-bedroom, nine-bath home on 20 acres in Lithonia.

> Use of a $350,000 luxury Bentley automobile.

> More than $1 million in salary, including $494,000 in 2000.

Additionally, the report said that "Long and his wife, Vanessa, were two of the charity's four board members. The charity gave a third board member, Terrance Thornton, a $160,000 loan in 1999 to buy a home site across the street from Long's house, tax records show." [69] 

A 2010 New York Times piece says…
Bishop Long cuts a flashy figure in Lithonia, the Atlanta suburb where he lives and has built his church. He is often seen in a Bentley attended by bodyguards. He tends to wear clothes that show off his muscular physique. He favors Gucci sunglasses, gold necklaces, diamond bracelets and Rolex watches. He lives in a 5,000-square-foot house with five bedrooms, which he bought for $1.1 million in 2005. 

His lavish display of wealth is in keeping with his theology. In his sermons, he often tells his congregation that God wants them to be wealthy and asserts that Jesus was not a poor man. By all accounts, he has been well compensated for his leadership in building New Birth from a church with a few hundred members into the largest congregation in Georgia. His televised sermons reach 170 countries. 

In 2005, for instance, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution published tax records showing that from 1997 to 2000 Bishop Long had accepted $3 million in salary, housing, a car and other perks from a charity he controlled. [70]

Long's defense of his 'compensation' reeked of superiority. 

"We're not just a church, we're an international corporation," Long said. "We're not just a bumbling bunch of preachers who can't talk and all we're doing is baptizing babies. I deal with the White House. I deal with Tony Blair. I deal with presidents around this world. I pastor a multimillion-dollar congregation.

"You've got to put me on a different scale than the little black preacher sitting over there that's supposed to be just getting by because the people are suffering." [71] They also carried a photograph of Eddie Long's million dollar house. 

The Sex Scandal
Since this is an article on "lifestyles" of the Tele-evangelists, I guess the following summary from Wikipedia is not out of place. 

On September 21 and 22, 2010, Maurice Robinson, Anthony Flagg, and Jamal Parris filed separate lawsuits in DeKalb County Superior Court alleging that Long used his pastoral influence to coerce them into a sexual relationship with him. Flagg's suit says that Long presided over a spiritual "covenant" ceremony between the two of them.

"It was essentially a marriage ceremony, with candles, exchange of jewelry, and biblical quotes," Bernstein said Tuesday. "The bishop [told] him I will always have your back and you will always have mine."

Robinson's suit alleges that "Defendant Long would use Holy Scripture to discuss and justify the intimate relationship between himself and Plaintiff Robinson." [72] 

The third suit was filed in DeKalb County Superior Court, said a spokeswoman for attorney B.J. Bernstein. [73] 

On September 24, Spencer LeGrande, a member of a New Birth satellite church in Charlotte, North Carolina, filed a similar suit, making him the fourth man to file a lawsuit claiming sexual misconduct by Long. The complaint, filed in DeKalb State Court, comes after three other men filed lawsuits on Tuesday and Wednesday saying they were 17- and 18-year-old members of the church when they say Long abused his spiritual authority to seduce them with cars, money, clothes, jewelry, international trips and access to celebrities. [74] 


"Bishop" Elijah Bernard Jordan 
This one may take the proverbial cake, considering that the ceiling of one room in his multi million dollar mansion in an exclusive gated community, features a painting of Jordan on a throne – as God – with his three sons hovering around him as angels. [Details and Photographs]  
T.D. (Thomas Dexter) Jakes
is the chief pastor of The Potter's House, a non-denominational American megachurch, with 30,000 members, located in Dallas, Texas. According to TDJ Enterprises, he is a prolific author of more than 30 books, two of which reached No. 3 on The New York Times Best Sellers list. Jakes’ music label Dexterity Sounds, has produced many music projects, including the Grammy Award-winning A Wing and a Prayer. He has appeared as a guest on Dr. Phil, The Doctors, Oprah, CNN, and MSNBC, and "has garnered profiles in such notable publications as Forbes, The Washington Post, Essence, TIME, Ebony and D Magazine". [75]
T.D. Jakes' church services and evangelistic sermons are broadcast on The Potter's Touch, which airs on the Trinity Broadcasting Network, Black Entertainment Television, the Daystar Television Network, The Word Network and The Miracle Channel in Canada. Other aspects of Jakes' ministry include an annual revival called "MegaFest" (which draws more than 100,000 people during that period of time), an annual women's conference called "Woman Thou Art Loosed", and gospel music recordings.
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Jakes was also named by Time Magazine as "America’s Best Preacher"... to which I only have one question. What exactly does a secular, liberal magazine, know about preaching?  The answer... ABSOLUTELY NOTHING.

But I digress. 

The man who, in 2006, received a brand new convertible Bentley from friend Paula White, justifies his lifestyle by using Jesus as an example of a rich Christian, insinuating that 

"Jesus "employed" 12 people to help spread his message, Jakes says, as though the apostles were on salary". 

Adding...

Why else would Roman soldiers have gambled for his cloak as Jesus lay dying on the cross, if the cloak hadn't been unusually valuable? ..."The myth of the poor Jesus needs to be destroyed, because it's holding people back," [76].

An MSNBC Report tells us that

"Jakes works as hard as any CEO and makes no apologies for living like one too. He "... has a movie and TV production company, a music recording studio, and his own record label. He has distribution deals with the likes of Sony, EMI, Time Warner, Clear Channel and Trinity Broadcasting". 

He says (YouTube video)

"Living well in America is not wrong, it's how you go about getting the money that's an issue. It gives me a great deal of credibility, whether I am working with ex-inmates, to say that it is possible to have the American dream without selling drugs. I cannot say that it if I haven't done it myself". [77]

Jakes, who drives a Mercedes, has moved with his wife and their five children to a luxurious seven-bedroom home with swimming pool in the White Rock Lake area of Dallas. 

“Flanked by a row of elegant cedars and surrounded by a tall iron gate, the $2.6 million pink brick house with fluted cream columns and a four-car garage is imposing even in this affluent neighborhood. Next door is the former mansion of oil tycoon H.L. Hunt, once known as the richest man in the world. The Hunt house has been undergoing repairs, and its lawn has withered to beige. These days it almost pales in comparison with its neighbor”. [78] 

Jakes said the home cost more than $1 million, adding that he thinks “we need some Christians who are in first class as well as coach,” 

The Dallas Observer magazine reports:

“His conferences draw tens of thousands. His television show, broadcast on both the Trinity Broadcasting Network and Black Entertainment Television, reaches hundreds of thousands. He has spawned his own industry, T.D. Jakes Ministries, which sells his books — 10 in all, with five best-sellers — and videotapes, the income from which allowed him to spend nearly $1 million last year on a residence in his hometown of Charleston, West Virginia.” [80]

The Dallas Observer goes on to report:

“He says he is not embarrassed by this, even though his extravagant lifestyle has caused controversy in his hometown that will likely follow him to Dallas. His suits are tailored. He drives a brand new Mercedes. Both he and his wife Serita are routinely decked out in stunning jewelry. His West Virginia residence — two homes side by side — includes an indoor swimming pool and a bowling alley. These homes particularly caused the ire of the local folks. One paper wrote at length about the purchase and made much of their unusual features. A columnist dubbed Jakes ‘a huckster.’”  [81]

John Hagee
According to his own web site, John Hagee is the founder and Senior Pastor of Cornerstone Church in San Antonio, Texas, a non-denominational evangelical church with more than 19,000 active members [82].  He is also President of John Hagee Ministries, which telecasts his national radio and television teachings throughout America and in 235 nations worldwide, and founder and National Chairman of Christians United for Israel, a Christian Zionist advocacy organization that promotes the idea that Christians have a biblical obligation to defend Israel. Television broadcasts of Hagee's religious services, promoted by his Global Evangelism Television (GETV) Corporation, reach several million viewers.

He promotes the doctrine of positive confession which maintains that Christians can speak (i.e., positively confess) physical realities into existence as long as the believer exercises enough faith to accompany his or her verbal confession. In his DVD, 7 Secrets of Financial Freedom, Hagee says "Prosperity is a Choice, Not a Chance" and that God's will for every believer is freedom from "debt and the bondage of creditors" and that they "have more than enough financial means to meet every need". [83] 
He is certainly doing his best not to disappoint God...

“Since Hagee and his wife, Diana Hagee, founded GETV 25 years ago, the organization has gone from a back-room operation broadcasting Sunday sermons to San Antonio area viewers to a 50,000-square-foot multimedia studio broadcasting to 127 television stations and 82 radio stations nationwide... 
.... According to the 990 forms for GETV, the organization in 2001 netted $12.3 million from donations, $4.8 million in profit from the sales of books and tapes, and an additional $1.1 million from various other sources, including rental income. 

As the nonprofit organization's president, Hagee drew $540,000 in compensation, as well as an additional $302,005 in compensation for his position as president of Cornerstone Church, according to GETV's tax statements. 

He also received $411,561 in benefits from GETV, including contributions to a retirement package for highly paid executives the IRS calls a "rabbi trust," so named because the first beneficiary of such an irrevocable trust was a rabbi. 

The John Hagee Rabbi Trust includes a $2.1 million 7,969-acre ranch outside Brackettville, with five lodges, including a "main lodge" and a gun locker. It also includes a manager's house, a smokehouse, a skeet range and three barns. 

Taken together, his payment package, $842,005 in compensation and $414,485 in benefits, was one of the highest, if not the highest, pay package for a nonprofit director in the San Antonio area in 2001.”

”..  Hagee's compensation was among the highest pay packages for television evangelists in 2001, according to IRS 990 filings” 

In Addition Hagee’s wife “Diana Hagee received compensation of $67,907 as vice president of GETV and $58,813 as the special events director for Cornerstone Church”. [84] 


Pat Robertson 
Estimates of Pat Robertson’s net worth vary between 140 million and a billion dollars. While the exact figure is not known, there is little doubt that he is a wealthy man... An extremely wealthy man, with a “mammoth media, educational, and legal empire”.

“Robertson lives on the top of a Virginia mountain, in a huge mansion with a private airstrip. He owns the Ice Capades [Pat Robertson's International Family Entertainment Inc bought Ice Capades In February 1995 from Dorothy Hamill for $10 million], a small hotel, diamond mines (in Zaire), a vitamin company (Kalo Vita) involved in a multi-level marketing scheme along the lines of Amway, and until recently, International Family Entertainment, parent company of the Family Channel … all estimated to be worth between $150-200 million”. [85]

However Pat Robertson is unique among all the other crooks mentioned on this page, some of whom could be charitably considered ‘vastly deluded individuals’. He has taken the word 'Christian' leader to new lows, partially lining his pockets by getting involved with diamond-mining operations and brutal dictators, to say nothing of dealing with peddlers of porn... all the while peddling his version of the truth to millions. Unfortunately Pat Robertson’s reprehensible conduct has far too many facets to be listed here, so continue reading HERE. 


Fred Price
After the 20/20’s March 2007 fiasco in which they treated an old Fred Price sermon as being a real life situation, ABC has been sued by Fred Price who accused them of breaching "fundamental journalist guidelines. They thought Price was talking about himself in a sermon when he said 

"I live in a 25-room mansion, I have my own $6-million yacht, I have my own private jet and I have my own helicopter and I have seven luxury automobiles." 

[The network has run more than one retraction, one on "Good Morning America", and the other on "20/20." [image: image34.jpg]


ABC also posted a retraction on its web site].

However Fred Price has made a career of preaching the prosperity gospel stating that he can quote Scripture after Scripture that show it is God's will for us to materially prosper, and they are always going to have opponents as Satan is going to fight them tooth and nail. 

And prosper he has... Although Price's home in the pricey Palos Verdes Estates doesn't boast 25 rooms, and he definitely doesn't own a helicopter, he does own not one, but two Bentleys. His nearly 8,000-square-foot house is valued at $3.5 million, and he commutes by private jet between his two churches, the Crenshaw Christian Center in Los Angeles, and another in New York's Manhattan area.

"The ministry operates an Aviation Partners Blended Winglets-equipped Gulfstream IISP based at LGB (Long Beach CA) and crewed by 2 full-time pilots and a flight attendant. .. Welcome to the world of mega-churches and celebrity preachers. "Make no mistake about it-this is a business,” says Price. "We have the same needs for corporate jets and productivity tools as any other business.”... "Other aircraft types might have done the job for us,” Price says, "but we got stuck in the Cadillac showroom and we didn't get any further.”” [86] 
[image: image35.jpg]
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Juanita Bynum 
The "million-dollar" wedding of Dr. Juanita Bynum, well-known evangelist and author of the best-selling Matters of the Heart, to Bishop Thomas W. Weeks III featured a wedding party of 80, all friends and family, 1,000 guests, a 12-piece orchestra, and a 7.76-carat diamond ring. The black-tie wedding cost "more than a million," the bride said, and included flowers flown in from around the world. "My dress," she says, "took nine months to make. All of the crystals (Swarovski) on the gown were hand-sewn. The headpiece was sterling silver, hand-designed. [www.marriage-planner.com. Site no longer exists].

A few more details come from Charisma Magazine

On that chilly, overcast spring day, about 900 guests --including relatives, close friends and a quorum of Christian celebrities-- shuffled through the revolving doors of the hotel's grand ballroom. What awaited them on the other side resembled Paris in April: gurgling fountains, a 10-piece orchestra, lots of soft candlelight, and the aroma of roses, calla lilies and cymbidium. 

In the midst of this fantasy land, the bride appeared --wearing a platinum-colored satin gown designed by Tony Coralle and Peter Abony. The bodice, which was covered in Swarovski crystals, blossomed into a full skirt with floral embroidery trimmed in even more crystals. The 50-foot train, which reversed to a deeper shade of platinum, nearly covered the 200-foot aisle that Bynum walked down arm-in-arm with her father, Thomas Bynum. 

As a young girl, I dreamed of having a beautiful wedding," Bynum told Charisma. She got her wish. 

"Prophetess Bynum looked like a 21st century princess prepared for a royal coronation," said Joyce Rodgers, an evangelist with the Church of God in Christ, who traveled from Texas to attend the wedding. Other guests included Texas televangelist John Hagee, who assisted with the ceremony, and an eight-member camera crew from the Trinity Broadcasting Network. 

The wedding party was huge, with more than 80 men, women and children participating. Bynum's bridesmaids lit up the processional wearing shimmering pink dusters with rhinestone buttons. Bynum and her dressmakers created the two-piece ensembles especially for the occasion. 

"Juanita's wedding was fit for a queen," one guest from Chicago said. [87] 
Update [August 2007]
In 1997 Juanita Bynum said she was waiting for the Holy Ghost to send her a good man. Apparently the Holy Ghost hasn't done so yet.
Her million dollar marriage to Bishop Thomas W. Weeks came apart at the seams when they met at the Renaissance [August 2007] to talk about reconciliation after having been separated for several months. [He was evicted from their home in Duluth] The meeting erupted into Weeks physically assaulting Bynum in the parking lot of the hotel. After turning himself in, he spent six hours in the Fulton County Jail before being released on $40,000 bond Friday. He is charged with aggravated assault for allegedly choking, kicking and hitting Bynum on Tuesday

Week's excuse? "The devil made me do it". [88]

Update [October 2007]
A couple of months following this very public dispute, Ware County Tax Commissioner Steve Barnard says that the sprawling $4.5 million estate of the Pentecostal preacher is on the verge of being auctioned off, according to the Atlanta Journal-Constitution. Barnard says that he filed a lien against her 24-acre property in early June because Bynum failed to pay $32,007.56 in 2006 property taxes, plus a $3,200 penalty and $2,240 in interest. 

Included on the property, near Waycross, Ga., are a 7,487-square-foot house, a 6,748-square-foot house and a 1,366-square-foot house. She lives in one of the homes, Barnard said. Apparently the 30-acre South Georgia compound with a lake view was purchased to house the headquarters of Juanita Bynum Ministries and the Mt. Olive Country Spa for women seeking pampering, prayer and spiritual guidance.

Update [October 2007]
An update from the Atlanta Journal-Constitution says

Evangelist Juanita Bynum said Friday she has paid the delinquent property tax and that the debt was an oversight. She is seeking a tax exemption on the property and hopes to recoup the tax payment in the future. The 30-acre compound with a lake view in South Georgia was purchased to house the headquarters of Juanita Bynum Ministries and the Mt. Olive Country Spa for women seeking pampering, prayer and spiritual guidance. Meanwhile, plans are moving forward for the spa at the compound, which currently includes four buildings. Another building will be added for the spa and prayer room. Bynum said she also will release a makeup line called Ethne’ and a group of bath products under the Mt. Olive brand name. Both have been under development for about a year, she said. [89] 

Ware County tax commissioner Steve Barnard "said he doubts Bynum qualifies for an exemption. He said he has discussed Bynum’s appeal for a tax exemption with the Georgia Department of Revenue and he does not believe that her compound should get one because it does not have a congregation and it is not open to the general public." 

                                                                                                                                                                                     The Crystal Cathedral
seeing-stars.com, which bills itself as the Ultimate Guide to Celebrities and Hollywood, has this to say about the Crystal Cathedral... "If ever there was a "Hollywood" church, in the true sense of the word, it is the Community Church in Garden Grove, better known as The Crystal Cathedral".  They aren't kidding.

"In September of 1959, ground-breaking ceremonies were held at the location of the present church property in Garden Grove, California. The Crystal Cathedral was completed in 1980, from which Schuller now tapes his weekly service and later broadcasts on his weekly "Hour of Power" television show (begun in 1970). This cathedral is a vast golden edifice with 10,000 windows, huge video screens, and a 10-foot tall angel hovering from the roof on a rope of gold. He has built up a congregation of over 9,500 members in a church that cost over $20 million.

The "Tower of Power" television ministry makes more than $50 million a year and is beamed to about 20 million viewers in more than 180 countries. Schuller claims to receive between thirty and forty thousand letters a week and has a mailing list of over one million people. He has authored more than 25 books, several of them national best sellers”. [90]

Seeing-stars.com adds...

Made almost entirely of glass (and a spider web framework of white steel), the star-shaped "cathedral" is something to behold: over 400 feet long and 200 feet across, rising some 12 stories above the ground, with an angular, mirror-like exterior, its transparent, sun-lit interior features a giant television screen, and an altar of rich marble (bearing a natural image that some think resembles Christ on the cross). The cathedral's pipe organ (with 16,000 pipes, it's among the five largest pipe organs in the world), the 100-plus voices of the Hour of Power Choir, or the electric fountain/stream that runs down the middle of the central aisle. The church seats almost 3,000 worshipers for Sunday services. But giant, sliding glass doors on the side of the church allow even more worshipers to watch the services from their cars in the parking lot.

Boasting over 12,000 panes of glass, and a sparkling, contemporary bell tower, the "cathedral " is an Orange County landmark visible for miles around. The new glass tower was added in 1990, and is a stunning edifice in its own right; at the tower's base you will find a tiny, dome-shaped chapel housing an uncommon, cross-shaped crystal. Instead the usual wooden church pews, the "cathedral" offers soft, theatre-style, individual seats (each bearing a small plaque with the name of a donor). During Sunday services, the church offers a nursery and childcare services. [91] 

As said by the Orange County Register: The church's "Hour of Power" television show attracted 1 million viewers nationwide and millions more around the world. The "Glory of Christmas" and "Glory of Easter" pageants, featuring elaborate sets, live animals and flying angels, drew thousands each year to the cathedral. At its peak, the church had 10,000 congregants in Orange County and millions nationwide and around the world. It was sought after by such celebrities as John Wayne, Andy Griffith, pianist Roger Williams, and Evel Knievel. [92]

Note that the church has an $80 million budget. "By comparison, the city of Garden Grove, where the church stands, currently has an annual operating budget of about $90 million" [92]. However, it seems that even this budget wasn't enough.

...On Monday, the Cathedral filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy. In addition to its financial travails, the church is faced with a crisis spurred by a rift between its founder and his son, who was meant to succeed his illustrious father. Robert A. Schuller's departure prompted some in the congregation to leave, causing a further drop in donations and revenue. The Cathedral is also struggling to find an inspirational leader to replace its aging leader in the pulpit and make itself attractive to younger church-goers.

However, the church will first have to dig itself out of a considerable financial mess. The Cathedral has a $36 million mortgage to pay off and a total debt of $48 million. About $7.5 million of that debt is to unsecured creditors – a majority of them vendors and laborers whose bills have gone unpaid. [92]

Not only did The "Glory of Christmas" and "Glory of Easter" pageants, featuring elaborate sets, live animals and flying angels, drew thousands each year to the cathedral, but these exceptionally good stewards of the Lord's money (sarcasm intended) "spent between $13 million and $15 million on a lavish production called "Creation." The show not only lost about $5 million, but was never staged again" [92].

Crystal Cathedral vendors and what they're owed: http://www.ocregister.com/news/television-271375-inc-carin.html
InPlainSite.org Note: Robert Schuller is the epitome of the wolf that Paul spoke about in Acts 20:29-30. Called an extraordinary minister by New Age leader Neale Donald Walsch, what Schuller believes about the Bible is actually a redefined, twisted view of it. His repentance is not Bible repentance; his new birth is not Bible regeneration; his Jesus and his salvation find no place in the Bible. Robert Schuller has, by promoting New Agers and their doctrines, done his part to lead the church further and further away from Biblical doctrine down some very dark paths. Details 


Rodney Howard-Browne 
who has called himself the "bartender of holy laughter", along with his wife Adonica, oversees his $16 million church, which they founded in 1996. 

The couple lives in a six-bedroom, four-bath lakefront home on Cory Lake in northwest Tampa. The home includes a dock, spa, pool and gazebo. [93] 
James MacDonald
According to a February 2006 article in chicagomag.com 

“The former U.S. senator Peter Fitzgerald has sold his house in Inverness, severing his lifelong ties with that northwest suburb.... 
Fitzgerald and his wife paid $452,500 for the place in 1994, when he was a state senator. It has a designer kitchen commissioned by the Fitzgeralds, a two-story family room, and five bedrooms, each with its own bathroom. The backyard has a pool and a multilevel series of decks overlooking a private lake...

Fitzgerald says that when he and his wife decided to sell the house last year, they did not state an asking price. Instead, their agent, Sheila Morgan of ReMax Unlimited Northwest, showed the property to five prospective buyers. 

James MacDonald, who is the senior pastor of Harvest Bible Chapel in Rolling Meadows and who also delivers a weekly sermon on a Christian radio broadcast, offered $1.9 million—“My minimum,” says Fitzgerald—and the deal closed this past October. “It’s a very exciting house,” says the Rev. MacDonald, “and it’s even better in the backyard.”” [94] 


Mike Murdock
(born April 18, 1946 in Lake Charles, Louisiana, is a televangelist and pastor of the Wisdom Center ministry based in Fort Worth, Texas. 

"Murdock has slipped in and out of the public's attention. He made a splash in the early 1980s on The PTL Club television program with Jim and Tammy Faye Bakker. Murdock, untouched by PTL's collapse in scandal, developed his own television ministry. Today, he still frequents the programs of more-successful televangelists, such as faith healer Benny Hinn".

As of 04/11/2011, two of Murdock's books Wisdom for Crisis Times and 7 Laws You Must Honor to Have Uncommon Success (Discover the biblical keys for unlocking the supernatural favor of God in your life. Get ready to become an uncommon achiever!), were available on Benny Hinn's web site [95] 

The following is an excerpt from a 2003 article in the Fort Worth Star-Telegram By Darren Barbee. The article has been reprinted in it's entirety on the Trinity Foundation web site. President and director of the Mike Murdock Evangelistic Association, has had several luxury vehicles at his disposal. Some belong to him, and some are owned by the ministry. The BMW, work at least $69,000, was a gift, Murdock says, while the ministry bought the Jaguar. He says he got an idea that allowed him to buy the Cessna Citation 500, worth $300,000 to $500,000. Federal Aviation Administration documents show that the jet belongs to the ministry.

Murdock likes to describe himself as a "Wal-Mart guy." But a $25,000 Rolex adorns his wrist. And he can shoot hoops on the "NBA-style" basketball court at his estate or take notes with a $4,500 fountain pen. 

Details of Murdock's lifestyle were pieced together from documents obtained by the Trinity Foundation, a televangelist watchdog group in Dallas; Denton County property-appraisal records; a report of a burglary at his home; interviews; and excerpts from his broadcasts and books. They show a man living a Hollywood lifestyle. 

Murdock says he drives a BMW 745, which typically sells for $69,000 to $75,000. He used to prefer driving a Porsche to the ministry. He has had at his disposal a ministry Corvette, Jaguar and Mercedes, Lincoln Continentals and, since August, a corporate jet valued at $300,000 to $500,000. 

Murdock lives in a Spanish-style, 3,177-square-foot adobe house that he calls Hacienda de Paz – or "House of Peace." He, not the ministry, owns it. Also on the grounds is a 1,660-square-foot building whose use is unclear. The 6.8-acre estate, east of Argyle, was valued at $482,027 by the Denton Central Appraisal District in 2002, documents show. 

Few get a good view of the estate. It is protected by a black wrought-iron fence. The gates are monogrammed with two M's – his initials. On the well-kept grounds, a path winds near a tennis court and two of at least four gazebos on the property. At various times, Murdock has had a camel, an antelope, a donkey, ducks, geese, a lion and dogs. Near one edge of his property, he once kept llamas in a paddock. He has also had koi and catfish at the estate. He had 24 speakers wired in trees so he could hear gospel music everywhere on the grounds, he said during a 1998 broadcast. 

Inside his home, Murdock has had several fish tanks, including a large saltwater aquarium. In the gym, Murdock can work out with his personal trainer. He can relax in front of his home theater or in a Jacuzzi. And he can enjoy the fountains in his pool and living room. 

Murdock once kept coin and jewelry collections valued at $125,000. He reported the information to the Denton County Sheriff's Department after a theft. Sheriff's spokesman Kevin Patton said investigators dropped the case because Murdock would not list what had been stolen. 

Murdock has a second Rolex watch, besides the $25,000 one he often wears, he said during an appearance Oct. 19 in Grapevine. He didn't state its value. 

Murdock has said he was given the watches, expensive suits, several Chevrolet Corvettes, the BMW and a rare Vetta Ventura sports car – one of 19 made. 

From 1993 to 2000, IRS records show his compensation package averaged $241,685 a year, or about 9 percent of the $21,040,299 the ministry took in during that period. [96] 

And by way of comparison

From 1997 to 1999, he drew from a $138,000 annual expense account, although records show that the ministry directly paid some of his expenses, including some travel. 

By comparison, in 2000, the combined expense accounts for the chief executive officers or directors of the five largest Christian nonprofit organizations – who oversaw a collective $1.5 billion in revenue – was $25,671. 

In 2000, Millard Fuller, president and CEO of Habitat for Humanity, oversaw an organization with $165 million in revenue and was paid $79,800 – $76,000 in salary and $3,800 in contributions to a benefit plan. 

If he had taken home the same percentage of revenue that Murdock did that year, Fuller would have earned an extra $10 million. [96] 


Rev. James Eugene Ewing 
Once a traveling tent-revival preacher, the Rev. James Eugene Ewing built a direct-mail empire from his mansion in Los Angeles that brings millions of dollars flowing into a Tulsa post office box. The approach reaped Ewing and his organization more than $100 million since 1993, including $26 million in 1999, the last year Saint Matthew's made its tax records public.

Ewing's computerized mailing operation, Saint Matthew's Churches, mails more than 1 million letters per month, many to poor, uneducated people, while Ewing lives in a mansion and drives luxury cars. 

The letters contain an alluring promise of "seed faith": send Saint Matthew's your money and God will reward you with cash, a cure to your illness, a new home and other blessings. They often contain items such as prayer cloths, a "Jesus eyes handkerchief," golden coins, communion wafers and "sackcloth billfolds." Recipients are often warned to open the letters in private and not discuss them with others. 

The approach reaped Ewing and his organization a gross income of more than $100 million since 1993, including $26 million in 1999, the last year Saint Matthew's made its tax records public. And while much of the money is spent on postage and salaries, Ewing's company receives nonprofit status and pays no federal taxes. 

Though Ewing claims it is a church, Saint Matthew's Churches, once called St. Matthew Publishing Inc., has no address other than a Tulsa post office box. It has two listed phone numbers in Tulsa and both are answered by a recorded religious message. 

"He capitalizes on the isolation of the loneliest and poorest members of our society, promising them magical answers to their fears and needs if only they will demonstrate their faith by sending him money," Anthony said. (Ole Anthony, founder of the Trinity Foundation. a nonprofit religious watchdog group)

"He is, quite literally, the father of the modern-day 'seed-faith' concept that fuels the multibillion-dollar Christian industry known as the 'health-and-wealth gospel.' "The only ones becoming rich are the men like Ewing." (Ole Anthony, founder of the Trinity Foundation. a nonprofit religious watchdog group). Ewing's flair for effective, dramatic direct-mail appeals won him jobs writing for evangelists including Tilton, Rex Humbard and "Rev. Ike." In many cases, the letters are identical but contain different signatures. 

The Trinity Foundation, which obtained copies of the identical letters, has dubbed Ewing "God's Ghostwriter." 

"We had nine different televangelists essentially sending out the same letter," Anthony said. "He (Ewing) makes most of his money by selling these packages to televangelists." Anthony said one Ewing letter, written for Humbard, brought in $64 for each copy mailed. Another mailing by Humbard contains a "sackcloth billfold" and asks recipients to mail a "seed offering" of $19 to a Boca Raton, Fla., post office box. 

A similar letter from Tilton also contained a "sackcloth billfold" but encouraged recipients to return a "seed of faith" of at least $709.00. Joyce said Ewing has written for many other evangelists. [97] 


The Hucksters from Yesteryear

Oral Roberts
"Roberts' two California homes, partly for security reasons, were not much discussed by the ministry. Oral also remained sensitive about press criticism of his lifestyle. His house in Palm Springs, purchased for $285,000 and financed by a Tulsa bank, was his only privately owned home. In 1982 ORU endowment funds were used to purchase a $2,400,000 house in a high-security development in Beverly Hills. Considered a potentially profitable investment, the house served as Oral's West Coast office and residence." (p. 355)

"Oral's homes in California inevitably kept alive the old questions about his personal wealth and lifestyle. While probably not as probing as the press had been fifteen years earlier, reporters still took a keen interest in Oral's financial affairs. In 1981, the Associated Press published Roberts' personal income figures for the preceding five years--ranging from $70,000 in 1976 to $178,000 in 1978.

"Here is a portrait of the real Oral Roberts, the man not too many of his admirers know. He dresses in Brioni suits that cost $500 to $1000; walks in $100 shoes; lives in a $250,000 house in Tulsa and has a million dollar home in Palm Springs; wears diamond rings and solid gold bracelets employees `airbrush' out of his publicity photos; drives $25,000 automobiles which are replaced every 6 months; flies around the country in a $2 million fanjet falcon; has membership, as does his son Richard, in `the most prestigious and elite country club in Tulsa,' the Southern Hills (the membership fee alone was $18,000 for each, with $130 monthly dues) and in `the ultra-posh Thunderbird Country Club in Rancho Mirage, California' (both father and son joined when memberships were $20,000 each--they are now $25,000); and plays games of financial hanky-panky that have made him and his family members independently wealthy (millionaires) for life. (When his daughter and son-in-law were killed, they left a $10 million estate!)" (Evangelist R.L. Sumner's review of Give Me that Prime- time Religion by Jerry Sholes)

"In addition to his healthy income, derived mostly from book royalties, Oral continued to enjoy generous expense accounts: `The Robertses wear expensive clothes and jewelry and travel in a company-owned eight-passenger fanjet.' [98]. 

Jim and Tammy Bakker 
The Bakkers bought mansions and luxury cars and the doghouse was air-conditioned. [99]. “Jim Bakker, who was convicted of wire fraud and served five years in prison, said he plans to start another TV ministry, this time in Branson, Mo”. [100] 

Robert Tilton
Robert Tilton (born June 7, 1946 in Dallas, Texas) is an American televangelist who achieved notoriety in the 1980s and early 1990s through his infomercial-styled religious television program Success-N-Life, which at its peak in 1991 aired in all 235 American TV markets (daily in the majority of them), brought in nearly $80 million per year, and was described as "the fastest growing television ministry in America." However, within two years after ABC's Primetime Live aired an expose into Tilton's fundraising practices, which started a series of investigations into the ministry, Tilton's program was no longer being broadcast.

Tilton later returned to television via his new version of Success-N-Life airing on BET and The Word Network. In 2008, Tilton stopped broadcasting his program on television and is now utilising internet media alone for his broadcasting.

Excerpts from a 1997 piece in the Dallas Observer

The segment on Tilton was by far the most damning. At its heart was the accusation that Tilton never saw the vast majority of prayer requests and personal correspondence sent to him by faithful viewers. On the air, Tilton promised to pray over each miracle-request. But on the ground, ABC said it found thousands of those requests and viewers' letters dumped in garbage bins in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Checks, money orders, and in some cases cash, food stamps, and even wedding rings sent by followers had been removed for deposit at a nearby bank.

Lawsuits from outraged followers quickly followed, along with further media exposes concerning dumped prayer requests. (Tilton claimed the trashed prayer requests were part of a plot against the church.) State Attorney General Dan Morales launched a fraud investigation of Tilton's ministry, and the FBI and U.S. Postal Service subpoenaed the church's records the day after the ABC broadcast” ….

See more about the undercover investigation http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Tilton#Undercover_investigation 
... The problem is that mailing lists grow stale when the TV screen stays dark too long. Now, though, it's bright once more. Tilton's toll-free prayer line is up and running, and his Tulsa, Oklahoma, post office box awaits a hoped-for onslaught from the faithful. Every weekday between 11 a.m. and noon Eastern Standard Time, a fiberoptic telephone line carries the voice and image of Robert Tilton out of a small TV studio in Miami Beach. The signal runs under city streets and across Biscayne Bay until it reaches WPBT-Channel 2, a public television station in North Miami. A for-profit affiliate of the station called Comtel beams Tilton's brand-new Success-N-Life show up through the heavens to a satellite transponder. 

....There are a few titillating hints in the Broward County court files: a trio of traffic tickets handed out over the years (one for doing 93 in a 55 m.p.h. zone on Christmas Eve, another for "failure to use due care," and a third this April for driving without registration documents.) Computer research reveals 12 addresses used by Tilton in the last decade, three of them in Fort Lauderdale. But two of those are commercial mail drops, and the last, a $500,000 waterfront vacation home in the Rio Vista, Florida, neighborhood, was sold last year as part of Tilton's divorce settlement with his first wife; ditto for his 38-foot fishing boat.

Federal records show that Tilton bought a 50-foot Carver motor yacht last year in Fort Lauderdale for $500,000. In July 1996, he told a judge in Dallas that he was living aboard and making $4,000 monthly payments on the boat, which he named the Liberty Leigh. (He is presently building a two-story home on a $1.39 million oceanfront lot on an island in Biscayne Bay off Miami Beach, and his ministry owns a 50-foot yacht. His ministry takes in about $24 million a year) [101] 


Other CEO Salaries
“Charity Navigator, America's premier independent charity evaluator, works to advance a more efficient and responsive philanthropic marketplace by evaluating the financial health of America's largest charities”. The compensation Package of the following CEO’s is based on information reported on various organizations’ most recent Form 990. The compensation package includes salary, cash bonuses, and unusually large expense accounts and other allowances. (www.charitynavigator.org).

As near as we can tell Paul Crouch is only out salaried by

Peter Popoff (President of Peter Popoff Ministries)… $628,732, His wife makes $203,029 as Executive Business Administrator. Do the math and remember that not to many years ago Peter Popoff’s claim to receive ‘messages from God’, turned out to be messages from a concealed transmitter. How do frauds make this much money? And, of course, John Hagee [$842,005 in compensation and $414,485] in benefits. (Above)

Other salaries include

Billy Graham [Director and Chairman of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association (BGEA)] … $406,830.

William Franklin Graham III [as President and CEO of the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association (BGEA)] ... $94,998. 
William Franklin Graham III [as President and CEO of Samaritan's Purse] …$304,308 
Total Package… $399,306.
Richard E. Stearns [President of World Vision] … $366,892 in 2004.

Jack Van Impe, President of Jack Van Impe Ministries International … $153,143 
His wife Rexella Van Impe [secretary] ... $85,971.
Total Package … $239,114
Hank Hanegraaff [President of The Christian Research Institute (CRI)] … $210,192, 
His wife Kathy Hanegraaff [Director of Planning The Christian Research Institute (CRI)] … $127,431 
Total Package … $337,623. 

Ravi Zacharias, President of Ravi Zacharias International Ministries... $191,498.
Ned Graham [president of East Gates International] … $104,337 
His wife Christina K. Graham [Director of Operations of East Gates International] … $46,453 
Total package … $150,790.
Bob Larson, President of Bob Larson Ministries... 133,430

Charles F. Stanley, President and Chairman of InTouch Ministries was paid $123,222.

While Both CRI and Hank Hanegraaff (The Bible Answer Man Show) provide invaluable contributions to Christian Apologetics, sadly much controversy has swirled around Hank’s finances. See Greed: Case Study in Bad: CRI by Bernie Dehler, Executive Director of FreeGoodNews.com. http://freegoodnews.blogspot.com/2005/01/greed-case-study-in-bad-cri.html.

They're Leavin' On a Jet Plane 
An article on the 2004 wittenburgdoor.com site talks about the Entry-Level, Starter Jets
ENTRY-LEVEL, STARTER JETS
Up-and-coming Tilton impersonator Paula White owns a Hawker-Siddeley "Jet Dragon" – aptly named for the trail of smoke it would leave IF it could fly or IF she could get parts for this 1965-vintage relic. Truly a vanity purchase, it's been grounded since she bought it, just so she can SAY she has a jet. 

THE CESSNA CITATION CLUB
· Copeland protégés Jesse Duplantis and Jerry Savelle, plus Florida upstart Mark Bishop, each fly their own Cessna Citation 500. They cruise at 400 mph with a range of 1,400 miles and carry a price tag of about $1.25 million each. 

THE GRUMMAN GULFSTREAM GUYS
· Fred Price, Creflo Dollar and Brother Benny Hinn all have their own Grumman Gulfstream II's. With a two-man crew and 19 passengers, these babies cruise at 581 mph with a range of 4,275 miles. Used, they're worth about $4.5 million each. 

THE BIG-BUCK BOYS, THE CHALLENGER 600s
· Paul Crouch owns the current Queen of the Flying-Televangelist Fleet – a Bombardier Challenger 604. Carrying a crew of two plus 19 passengers, she cruises at 529 mph with a range of 3,860 miles. She's valued at $16.5 million, not including Paul's "special interior remodeling."

· The late Ken Hagin's Challenger 601, about 10 years older than Paul's, is "only" worth about $9.6 million.· Recently exposed uberspender Joyce Meyer has her own Challenger 600. A full 18 years older than Paul's, this one's only worth a paltry $4.5 million. Let's hear it for Joyce's frugal stewardship! 

KENNY COPELAND – UNDISPUTED KING OF THE FLYING COWBOYS
· His Cessna Citation 550 Bravo (valued at $3.4 million), PLUS his Grumman Gulfstream II (worth $4.5 million) AND his Cessna Golden Eagle AND his Beech E-55 AND his assorted lesser aircraft AND his own airport all add up to untold millions of poor folks' dollars. But Kenny's masterstroke is the fact that he's now telling the faithful that God wants him and wife Gloria to EACH have their own Cessna Citation Ten super-jets. Flying just below the speed of sound, these state-of-the-art flying palaces carry a base sticker price of $20 million! That means when "God" has his way, the widows and orphans will have "invested" just about $50-60 million in Kenny's Heavenly Air Force. [102]

UPDATE: “Over the past several years Kenneth and Gloria Copeland have been believing God for a Cessna Citation X jet—a plane they would be able to use in fulfilling their God-appointed assignment and the calling on Kenneth Copeland Ministries to take the Word of God to the world—from the top to the bottom and all the way around. At 2 p.m. on Friday, July 22, 2005, we made the initial deposit and signed the order for Citation X #240. We will take delivery on the plane the first week of March 2006”! [103] 

Conclusion
There are bound to be some people who will read this article and say to themselves, "So the leadership live in nice houses or nice areas, so what? This is God's way of blessing them. They deserve this for leading God's people." I wonder if these people ever really stop to think about what they are saying. Do they really believe that God would bless those in leadership with lifestyles that totally contradict everything that Jesus taught? He and the men who led the first century church led by example. They were servant leaders. Ask yourself if any of the apostles would've chosen pricey homes or affluent areas for themselves. More to the point, would Jesus have done so? Ask yourself if the apostles would have used the contributions and tithes of the people in order to have done so? More to the point, would Jesus have done so?" (Timothy Greeson. Leadership Lifestyles of the International Churches of Christ.)  
Apparently the International Churches of Christ also has problems with extravagant lifestyles of some of the leadership. See http://www.newcovpub.com/icc/icc_LeadershipLifestyles.htm.    
 

Notes
Unless otherwise specified, all links were accessed April 12th 2011
[01] About Us. The TBN Story. http://www.tbn.org/about-us/the-tbn-story 
[02] http://www.guidestar.org/FinDocuments/2006/952/844/2006-952844062-03b75d90-9.pdf 
[03] Teri Sforza, Register staff writer. God's quid pro quo? Orange County Register Communications. 
http://taxdollars.ocregister.com/2008/08/06/jesus-says-send-me-money/ 
[04] Mike Oppenheimer. Let Us Reason Ministries. Does TBN represent Jesus? 
http://www.letusreason.org/pent49.htm 
[05] Charity Navigator 2010 CEO Compensation Study. http://www.charitynavigator.org/index.cfm?bay=studies.ceo 
[06] TBN Televangelists Buy $5,000,000 Home Los Angeles Times, Nov 4th. 2001. LA Times no longer carries the story but it can be read on other sites. http://www.deceptioninthechurch.com/crouchhome.html or http://sharingtruth.wordpress.com/2008/08/21/paul-and-jan-crouch-of-tbn/ 
[07] Pastor's Empire Built on Acts of Faith, and Cash. Reprinted from the Los Angeles Times September 19, 2004. By William Lobdell. Times Staff Writer. http://www.trinityfi.org/press/latimes04.html 
[08] Teri Sforza, Register staff writer. Earthly kingdom: Trinity's $167 million in real estate. August 15th, 2008, 
http://taxdollars.ocregister.com/2008/08/15/earthly-kingdom-trinitys-167-million-in-real-estate/ 
[09] Kim Christensen and Carol McGraw. TBN's headquarters built on grand scale. The Orange County Register. June 2, 1998. The original article is not longer available, but can be read at http://www.religionnewsblog.com/8784/tbns-headquarters-built-on-grand-scale 
[10] Kim Christensen and Carol McGraw. Private suite Is A Sight To Behold, Carpenters Say The Orange County Register. June 2, 1998

[11] Joel Osteen. http://www.lakewood.cc/pages/new-here/joel-osteen.aspx 
[12] Our Ministry. http://www.joelosteen.com/About/Pages/OurMinistry.aspx 
[13] Pat Sullivan, AP. America's largest church opens in former arena. Posted 7/14/2005. Copyright 2005 The Associated Press. http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2005-07-14-largest-church_x.htm. Emphasis Added

[14] Lillian Kwon. Christian Post Reporter "Interview: Joel Osteen on the Future of America's Churches and Him Pastoring One". http://www.christianpost.com/news/interview-joel-osteen-on-the-future-of-americas-churches-and-him-pastoring-one-25806/ 
[15] Bradley Olson and Moises Mendoza. City Council OKs sale of ex-Compaq to Lakewood. Houston Chronicle. March 31, 2010. http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/life/religion/new/6937849.html 
[16] 60 Minutes. Joel Osteen Answers His Critics. June 8, 2008. 
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2007/10/11/60minutes/main3358652_page2.shtml 
[17] Earthly Empires... How evangelical churches are borrowing from the business playbook.
http://www.businessweek.com/magazine/content/05_21/b3934001_mz001.htm 
[18] Jennifer Mathieu. Power House. Apr 4 2002. Houston Press. 
http://www.houstonpress.com/2002-04-04/news/power-house/5/ 
[19] Damon Whitsell. Movin' On Up: Joel Osteen moves to $10.5 million River Oaks Mansion. July 9, 2010.  http://thewordonthewordoffaithinfoblog.com/2010/07/09/movin-on-up-joel-osteen-moves-to-10-5-million-river-oaks-mansion/ 
[20] Clifford Pugh. July 2010. After move to $10.5 million River Oaks mansion, Joel Osteen offers Tanglewood land for $1.1 million. http://culturemap.com/newsdetail/07-04-10-after-move-to-river-oaks-joel-osteen-wants-to-sell-tanglewood-land-for-11-million/ 
[21] America's 10 Biggest Megachurches. 
http://www.forbes.com/2009/06/26/americas-biggest-megachurches-businessmegachurches_slide_2.html 
[22] Grassley Seeks Information from Six Media-based Ministries. 
http://grassley.senate.gov/news/Article.cfm?customel_dataPageID_1502=12011 
[23] Laurie Goodstein. Senator Questioning Ministries on Spending. November 7, 2007. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/11/07/us/07ministers.html?_r=1&adxnnl=1&adxnnlx=1194793454-6tPYUNRiM/1x2TAAwh+dEg 
[24] Sen. Grassley probes televangelists' finances. The Associated Press. Posted 11/7/2007 
http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2007-11-07-televangelist-probe_N.htm 
[25] http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_Copeland 
[26] http://www.kcm.org/about/index.php?p=about 
[27] Jay Gormley, Investigation Of 2 North Texas Ministries Released. CBS 11 News. 
http://dfw.cbslocal.com/2011/01/06/investigation-of-two-north-texas-ministries-released/ 
[28] Suzy Jagger. Televangelist Kenneth Copeland refuses to render unto taxman. July 7, 2008. 
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/comment/faith/article4281949.ece 
[29] Senate Finance Committee, Minority Staff Review of Eagle Mountain International Church  d/b/a Kenneth Copeland Ministries. (Prepared by Lynda F. Simmons) http://cbsdallas.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/emic-copeland-01-5-11.pdf or
http://finance.senate.gov/newsroom/ranking/download/?id=d12db357-ce3f-49f8-babb-4134ff994e50 
[30] SFC's internal memo, to Senator Grassley and the Senate Finance Committee, from Theresa Pattara & Sean Barnett. January 6th, 2011. 
http://finance.senate.gov/newsroom/ranking/download/?id=1f92d378-baa2-440d-9fbd-333cdc5d85fc 
[31] Televangelist's family prospers from ministry. Texas religious empire under scrutiny over its tangle of kinship. Associated Press/July 26, 2008. http://www.rickross.com/reference/kcm/kcm8.html 
[32] Suzy Jagger. Televangelist Kenneth Copeland refuses to render unto taxman. July 7, 2008. 
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/comment/faith/article4281949.ece 
[33] Web site of World Changers Church. About Our Pastors... Creflo A. & Taffi L. Dollar. 
http://www.worldchangers.org/About-Creflo-and-Taffi.aspx 
[34] Michael Luo. Preaching a Gospel of Wealth in a Glittery Market, New York. Published: January 15, 2006. 
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9D02E5D7143FF936A25752C0A9609C8B63 
[35] Senate Finance Committee, Minority Staff Review of World Changers Church International (WCCI) 

(Creflo and Taffi Dollar) (Prepared by Lynda F. Simmons) 
http://finance.senate.gov/newsroom/ranking/download/?id=bedb7313-be71-4bfe-9eb5-b929710f0fa0 
[36] Popular TV preachers. 11/18/2003 St. Louis Post-Dispatch. (STLtoday.com.) 
http://www.rickross.com/reference/meyer/meyer19.html republished with the permission of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch

[37] John Blake. The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Mar. 5, 2000. Dollar and the Gospel. 
http://www.rickross.com/reference/tv_preachers/tv_preachers16.html 
[38] Rowland Croucher and others· Rev. Creflo Dollar Jr. May 19, 2004. 
http://jmm.aaa.net.au/articles/12789.htm 
[39] http://www.mwza.com/creflo-dollarbishop-eddie-long-investigated/  

[40] Michelle Bearden and Baird Helgeson. Of Faith, Fame & Fortune. Published: May 20, 2007. Tampa Bay Online. 
http://news.tbo.com/news/metro/MGB9CH2XW1F.html or http://www.trinityfi.org/press/whites01.html 
[41] The New York Times. The Empire And Ego of Donald Trump. August 7, 1983. 
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9C05E7D91E39F934A3575BC0A965948260&pagewanted=2 
[42] Sherri Day. Questions tarnish rise to top. July 15, 2007. 
http://www.sptimes.com/2007/07/15/Hillsborough/Questions_tarnish_ris.shtml 
[43] Message from Tyra: The Woman Who Got Me Out of Bed. 
http://tyrashow.warnerbros.com/2006/10/message_from_tyra_the_woman_wh.php?page=8 
[44] Paula White: Unable to Blush. October 21, 2006. 
http://www.apostasyalert.org/REFLECTIONS/Paula_White_Blush.htm 
[45] Baird Helgeson and Michelle Bearden. Financial Walls Closing In On Church. Tampa Bay Online. November 6, 2008. 
http://www2.tbo.com/content/2008/nov/06/062254/tampas-without-walls-church-faces-foreclosure/news-breaking/

[46] Lillian Kwon|Christian Post Reporter. Paula White Breaks Silence on Probes, Divorce, Benny Hinn. April 01 2011. 
http://www.christianpost.com/news/paula-white-breaks-silence-on-probes-divorce-benny-hinn-49671/ 
[47] Paula White Takes over Dying Without Walls International Church in FL. July 12, 2009. 
http://blackchristiannews.com/news/2009/07/paula-white-takes-over-dying-without-walls-international-church-in-fl.html 
[48] Eric Young. Christian Post Reporter. Paula White Returns to Lead Ailing Megachurch. 
http://www.christianpost.com/news/paula-white-returns-to-lead-ailing-megachurch-39668/ 
[49] Benny Hinn Ministries. This Is Your Day. http://www.bennyhinn.org/television/tiyd.cfm 
[50] Gillian Flaccus. Benny Hinn Divorce: Wife Suzanne Hinn Files For Divorce From Televangelist. TheHuffingtonPost.com.  02/18/10 09:22 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/02/18/benny-hinn-divorce-wife-s_n_468296.html 
[51] http://www.ministrywatch.com/mw2.1/pdf/MWDA_053105_BennyHinn.pdf 
[52] Not a Preacher's Life by Michael Barrick, Managing Director of Education & Communications. Wall Watchers.  
http://www.ministrywatch.com/mw2.1/pdf/Reflections_BennyHinn.pdf 
[53] Onward Christian Soldier by William Lobdell. Reprinted from the Los Angeles Times December 8, 2002.
http://www.trinityfi.org/press/latimes01.html 
[54] Benny Hinn has millions of believers and millions in donations. NBC News, Dec. 27, 2002. 
http://www.religionnewsblog.com/1684/where-does-world-famous-televangelists-money-go or 
http://www.rickross.com/reference/hinn/hinn21.html 
[55] William Lobdell ...Times staff writer. The Price of Healing. Reprinted from the Los Angeles Times July 27, 2003.
http://www.trinityfi.org/press/latimes02.html 
[56] Marthinus van Vuuren. God bless your credit card. South Africa/July 20, 2008 
http://www.rickross.com/reference/hinn/hinn70.html 
[57] Hinn letter on reforms. http://finance.senate.gov/newsroom/ranking/download/?id=8e055073-52f2-4c1f-8290-b4fc063b0f8a or http://www.rickross.com/reference/hinn/hinn79.html 
[58] http://www.bennyhinn.org/finances/articledesc.cfm?id=992 
[59] OC televangelist Benny Hinn gets kudos for 'financial reforms'. January 12th, 2011. 
http://taxdollars.ocregister.com/2011/01/12/oc-televangelist-benny-hinn-gets-kudos-for-financial-reforms/72048/ 
[60] Rene Stutzman, Publisher: Faith healer violated our morality clause. The Orlando Sentinel/February 17, 2011.
http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2011-02-17/news/os-benny-hinn-book-suit-20110217_1_hinn-lives-benny-hinn-televangelist or http://www.rickross.com/reference/hinn/hinn80.html 
[61] About Joyce. http://www.joycemeyer.org/AboutUs/JoyceBio.aspx 
[62] Christopher Tritto. Growth overseas adds $3 million to Meyer's coffers. St. Louis Business Journal.
http://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2010/08/09/story3.html 
[63] Matt Allen. Joyce Meyer Ministries. St. Louis Business Journal. April 12, 2007. 
http://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2007/04/16/focus11.html 
[64] Deirdre Shesgreen. Joyce Meyer Ministries is a target of GOP senator's probe. St. Louis Post-Dispatch, USA. Nov. 6, 2007. www.stltoday.com 
[65] Ellen Soeteber, Editor and Arnie Robbins, Managing Editor. "To our readers, an apology". St. Louis Post-Dispatch/June 19, 2005. http://www.rickross.com/reference/meyer/meyer24.html 
[66] Carolyn Tuft and Bill Smith. From Fenton to fortune in the name of God. St. Louis Post-Dispatch/November 15, 2003. 
http://www.rickross.com/reference/meyer/meyer27.html 
[67] Web site of the New Birth Missionary Baptist Church http://www.newbirth.org/about/bishop_eddie_long 
[68] New York Times. James C. McKinley and Robbie Brown. Sex Scandal Threatens a Georgia Pastor's Empire. September 25, 2010. http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/26/us/26pastor.html 
[69] John Blake. Bishop's charity generous to bishop 

New Birth's Long received $3 million. Atlanta Journal-Constitution/August 28, 2005. 
http://www.rickross.com/reference/general/general768.html 
[70] James C. McKinley and Robbie Brown. Sex Scandal Threatens a Georgia Pastor's Empire. September 25, 2010. New York Times. http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/26/us/26pastor.html 
[71] Bishop Eddie Long benefits from his own church's charity. Metro Atlanta / State News Wednesday, September 22, 2010. http://www.ajc.com/news/2005-ajc-report-bishop-619032.html 
[72] CNN Wire Staff. Men allege sexual coercion by prominent Atlanta pastor. September 21, 2010. http://www.cnn.com/2010/CRIME/09/21/georgia.pastor.abuse/?hpt=Sbin 
[73] Larry Hartstein and Mike Morris. Bishop Eddie Long | Lawsuits are talk of Atlanta. The Atlanta Journal-Constitution. Wednesday, September 22, 2010. http://www.ajc.com/news/bishop-eddie-long-lawsuits-618703.html 
[74] Greg Bluestein (Associated Press Writer). 4th Man Sues Ga. Megachurch Pastor. September 24, 2010. 
http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory?id=11721274 
[75] TDJ Enterprises. http://www.tdjakes.com/bishops-bio/ 
[76] Kaylois Henry.  Bishop Jakes is ready. Are you? The nation's hottest preacher brings his message to Dallas. June 20 1996. http://www.dallasobserver.com/1996-06-20/news/bishop-jakes-is-ready-are-you/full 
[77] MSNBC Report. TD Jakes and Joel Osteen Enrich Themselves in Jesus' Name. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lGmLFSPkyhs 
[78] Libby Copeland ... Washington Post Staff Writer. With Gifts from God. Sunday, March 25, 2001; Page F01. 
www.trinityfi.org/press/tdjakes01.html 
[79] Jim Jones, "Rising-star evangelist ministers to interracial congregation," The Fort Worth Star Telegram, Aug 11, 1996. As quoted in "Get Ready" For T.D. Jakes The Velcro Bishop With Another Gospel by G. Richard Fisher. http://www.pfo.org/jakes.html 
[80] Kaylois Henry, "Bishop Jakes Is Ready. Are You?" The Dallas Observer magazine, June 20-26, 1996, pg. 19. As quoted in "Get Ready" For T.D. Jakes The Velcro Bishop With Another Gospel by G. Richard Fisher http://www.pfo.org/jakes.html 
[81] ibid. Page 22

[82] Pastor Hagee. Senior Pastor Cornerstone Church. 
http://www.jhm.org/ME2/Sites/dirmod.asp?sid=&type=gen&mod=Core+Pages&gid=A6CD4967199A42D9B65B1B08851C402B&SiteID=8112722C039B4E508F0AB8552B898895   
[83] http://www.jhm.org/ME2/Sites/dirmod.asp?sid=&nm=&type=Commerce&mod=GenComProductCatalog&mid=B4917A2439434EC69D686ECC2AA0136A&SiteId=21B0B031B0D748C79CC5376D4F7EF24C&tier=3&id=3FF41E0881314514B59AF25520FB16F2    
[84] Analisa Nazareno. Critics say John Hagee's compensation is too high. San Antonio Express-News/June 20, 2003. 
http://www.rickross.com/reference/tv_preachers/tv_preachers7.html 
[85] Pat Robertson. http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/exposes/robertson/general.htm 
[86] Grant McLaren. Matching mission and machine - Pro Pilot Magazine, November 2005

[87] She Tells It Like It Is. A Cinderella Wedding By Vanessa Lowe Robinson. Charisma Magazine. 
http://www.charismamag.com/index.php/covers/260-cover-story/7987-she-tells-it-like-it-is 
[88] http://skepticalbrotha.wordpress.com/2007/08/27/bishop-weeks-the-devil-made-me-do-it/ 
[89] D. Aileen Dodd. Juanita Bynum pays $32K in taxes, plans to open spa. The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, USA. Oct. 19, 2007. http://www.religionnewsblog.com/19691/juanita-bynum-32 
[90] J.P. Gudel. A Profile of Robert Schuller. Forward, Spring 1985. 
http://www.rapidnet.com/~jbeard/bdm/exposes/schuller/general.htm 
[91] The Crystal Cathedral. http://www.seeing-stars.com/churches/crystalcathedral.shtml 
[92] [Deepa Bharath. Rifts, debt tear at Crystal Cathedral. The Orange County Register. Published: Oct. 23, 2010 
http://www.ocregister.com/news/-272563--htmlcb=1287986971]

[93] Popular TV preachers. Republished with the permission of St. Louis Post-Dispatch/November 18, 2003. 
http://www.rickross.com/reference/meyer/meyer19.html 
[94] www.chicagomag.com February 2006. Link is no longer valid

[95] http://www.bennyhinn.org/products/product_detail.cfm?itemid=236 and 
http://www.bennyhinn.org/products/product_detail.cfm/itemid/719  

[96] PROFIT in the pulpit By Darren Barbee

Star-Telegram Staff Writer. Fort Worth Star-Telegram, 3/02/2003. Reprinted 
http://www.trinityfi.org/press/murdock01.html 
[97] From the Tulsa World Special Report: Reaping from faith by Ziva Branstetter World Projects Editor. 4/27/2003. 
http://www.trinityfi.org/press/tulsaworld01.html 
[98] Oral Roberts: An American Life", by David Edwin Harrell, Jr., Bloomington, Indiana: Indiana University Press 47405

[99] The New Straits Times, 6th October 1989, The New Paper, 6th October 1989

[100] Knight Ridder Newspapers, Sep. 19, 2002

[101] Sean Rowe. Second Coming, A jet-settin', Scotch-sippin' Robert Tilton washes up in South Florida--and he still wants your money. Thursday, Nov 6 1997. http://www.dallasobserver.com/1997-11-06/news/second-coming/ or http://www.forgottenword.org/tilton.html 
[102] Loser of the Bi-Month by Pete Evans & Todd Bates. Issue #193 May/June 2004 
http://archives.wittenburgdoor.com/archives/airmen.html 
[103] http://elitecxteam.org/update.php. Link is no longer valid
Trinity Broadcasting Network
http://www.inplainsite.org/html/tbn.html 

Compiled by Carol Brooks

"TBN is now the world's largest Worldwide Religious Network" (The TBN web site used to call themselves a Christian television network) Across America and around the world TBN is carried by TV stations and cable systems to millions of homes. TBN reaches every major continent via 47 satellites and 12,460 TV and cable affiliates. (One page on the TBN site says they have 47 satellites while another mentions 33). Whichever may be true the numbers are enormous and continue to grow! (From the official TBN web site as of November 2005).

Introduction 42 years ago the newlywed Paul and Jan Crouch called a small duplex in Springfield, Mo. home. Paul earned $50 a week in the film department at the Gospel Publishing House of the Assemblies of God, followed by a stint as assistant pastor at a church in Rapid City, where he also worked as a disc jockey at a 250-watt radio station and later as an announcer and director for a TV station. On Thanksgiving Day 1961 the Crouches, two young sons in tow, moved to Southern California for a job with the Assemblies of God film studios. 

In March 1973, as the Crouches were headed home from an event in Hollywood, God supposedly told Paul it was all right to start his own TV ministry. He had what he calls a "classical vision" while praying. "All of a sudden it was as though the ceiling of my den literally became a giant television screen," he recalls in a TBN video, in which he describes seeing an outline of North America, with brilliant streams of connecting light. "God spoke as clearly to my spirit as I've ever heard him speak. One resounding, ringing word — satellite." 

From humble beginnings TBN has evolved into arguably the world’s largest religious broadcaster, with more than 1,200 outlets as of the end of 1999 and at various times has been described as "ranking at the top of mid-sized networks", "dominating the Christian airwaves" and as the "world's largest religious TV network". TBN allegedly owns 12 full-power television stations in the United States, including major broadcast facilities in Orange County, Texas and Tennessee, and hundreds of other TV and radio outlets from the Caribbean to Russia. Apparently TBN airs in 190 countries, and "TBN says it reaches more than half of the estimated 98 million U.S viewing households, and it is carried by 4,500 cable operators and three satellite systems".  According to the Wall Street Journal, "TBN reaches 52 million cable and direct-broadcast satellite households, and another 30 million homes via local stations." 

According to year 2000 tax documents, Trinity Christian Center of Santa Ana, which oversees a network of Trinity Broadcasting organizations and overseas ventures, had $444 million in net assets. (Trinity Backs Out of Easter Service, Los Angeles Times, Feb. 6, 2002). Crouch says he has rejected offers of up to $2 billion for the network. (The Orange County Register. May 31, 1998)
Many top evangelists and celebrities have graced the TBN set — Robert Schuller, Pat Boone, Meadowlark Lemon, Rosey Grier, Della Reese, Jane Russell, Rick Joyner, Paul Cain, Mike Bickle [See Section on Dominion Theology], Efrem Zimbalist Jr., Hal Lindsey, John Arnott, Randy Clark, John Kilpatrick, Steve Hill, Rodney Howard-Browne [See Section on Counterfeit Revivals], Franklin Graham and others presenting their theology and new books. "Praise the Lord" airs live five times a week on TBN and is hosted by Crouch and his wife Jan. It features famous preachers and celebrities, praise music acts, prayer, Christian weight lifters, former sports figures, Bible readings, faith healing, biblical prophecy applied to current events etc. etc. 

“In highly individualistic, culturally pluralistic societies, such as we have in North America, there is a strong tendency to focus on personalities and to exalt leaders.  There are few strong social groups that hold people together and no dominant set of shared ideas and values that unite people in their thinking.  People are left to fend for themselves, and often they are attracted to a "big man" who claims to know the way” (Paul G. Hiebert. Healing and the Kingdom) 

So in view of the fact that TBN can only be seen as a tremendous influence in the world of Christian public broadcasting, reaching an enormous audience both in the US and around the world, the question has to be asked… What do TBN and the Crouches stand for? What are they promoting?  What doctrine do they espouse? What are their beliefs? 
Sadly these questions lead only to very murky waters. Apparently Paul and Jan Crouch do not know what they believe or they do not care. Their response to any guest (regardless of how fundamental or ‘way out’ the theology) who invokes the name of Jesus, is the same… Unabashed approval. Consider the following quote by one of their regulars, Kenneth Copeland. "God is the biggest failure in the Bible...the reason you've never thought that is because He never said He was one". "TBN, Praise-a-thon", 1988.
 

Cursing the 'Enemy' 
The Crouches use no distinctions, no discernment… Well! Almost no discernment. Paul Crouch has been known to react to critics of his and his guest’s theology… In fact Paul and Jan Crouch frequently join their guests, (TBN star Benny Hinn in particular) in verbally attacking those who call TBN to accountability. 

(Click On Sound Icon To Hear Audio Clip, or TV Icon to Watch Video Clip. In the bone chilling audio clip Hinn hisses and growls and finally calls down curses against his critics.) Icons not reproduced here -Michael
On November 7, 1997, Paul Crouch read a prophecy and then issued a death threat to the enemies of the Trinity Broadcasting Network. Apparently part of the prophecy commanded Crouch to, "Take authority over the principalities and powers that dare to threaten this ministry." Paul Crouch went on to state, "God, we proclaim death to anything or anyone that will lift a hand against this network and this ministry that belongs to You, God. It is Your work, it is Your idea, it is Your property, it is Your airwaves, it is Your world, and we proclaim death to anything that would stand in the way of God's great voice of proclamation to the whole world. In the Name of Jesus, and all the people said Amen!" 

(Apparently these curses were of little effect. All the opponents of TBN seem to be doing just fine..  I know I am)

On August 7 Benny Hinn told an audience at Melodyland Christian Center in Southern California. "Now I'm pointing my finger with the mighty power of God on me. ...You hear this. There are men and women in Southern California attacking me. I will tell you under the anointing now, you'll reap it in your children. You'll never win. ...And you children will suffer. You're attacking me on the radio every night; you'll pay, and your children will. Hear this from the lips of God's servant. You are in danger. Repent, or God Almighty will move his hand. ..." 

Doctrine? On a Praise The Lord telecast Paul Crouch shouted, "Let Him (God) sort out all this doctrinal doo-doo, I don’t care about it." Perhaps Paul Crouch should read 1Timothy 4:16 “Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself and them that hear thee”. 

Also See Theology and Doctrine: All too many Christians seem to be under the impression that "theology" and "doctrine" are of minimal importance. Perhaps the words "theology" and "doctrine" gets Christians on the defensive, because they have been taught to believe that their faith must be based in the heart, therefore all that is important will be "experienced". Or perhaps they want no challenges to their shallow 'easy Christianity', which requires no intellectual effort, and allows people to coast along, never being stretched, or using their God given brains. The fact is that both theology and doctrine are crucial to authentic Christian faith

He apparently hates no one worse than those he calls "heresy hunters". On another occasion he spoke to his worldwide audience by stating, "Heretic hunters, those guys who spend their lives straightening us all out doctrinally, they are going to go straight to hell." (You could hear Jan laughing approvingly on the set.)" (The Confused World of Paul and Jan Crouch by Joseph Chambers)
He has also gone on record for saying he ‘will shoot heresy hunters if God doesn't’, in response to the Christian Research Institute’s week of radio programs exposing the errors of the word-faith movement. (CRI is a reputable apologetic ministry). 

"…I say to hell with you! Oh hallelujah. Get out of God's way, quit blocking God's bridges or God's gonna shoot you if I don't! I refuse to argue any longer with any of you out there. Don't even call me. If you want to argue doctrine, if you want to straighten out somebody over here, if you want to criticize Ken Copeland for his preaching on faith, or Dad Hagin. Get out of my life! I don't even want to talk to you or hear you. I don't want to see your ugly face! Get out of my face in Jesus’ name." (Praise-a-thon (TBN) 4/2/91)
And "…I am a little god. Critics begone!" (Praise the Lord. (TBN) 6/7/86).

Paul Crouch never bothers to explain why they believe what they believe and why his critics are in error, all he ever does is attack people. Yet the Bible gives us clear instructions to “always be prepared with a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you”.


TBN: the Ark of God?
In a shocking display of spiritual arrogance, TBN founder Paul Crouch is now claiming that he and his wife, Jan, and TBN are God's appointed Noah's Ark for the last days.  Their names are encrypted in the book of Genesis in the passage where Noah loaded the survivors of the flood onto the ark, according to a guest on the Praise the Lord program that aired earlier this week … 
As said by Sandy Simpson in his Study in Jude… "We name names on our site as Paul named names in his time, but we do so on the basis of the facts. We present the case, including what wolves have taught and done, and compare those teachings and actions to the Bible. We carefully footnote everything so anyone can look up what has been said and done and will be able to draw their own conclusions. But wolves speak abusively. They don’t deal with the facts because they can’t. So they resort to abusive language."
Jacob Prasch says about wolves, “They can’t kill the message so they try to kill the messenger. Isn’t that always the case?” (deceptioninthechurch.org) 
They expect everyone to accept their authority and teachings without criticism or testing, using the Bible only if it suits their purposes but relying more on ‘Revelation Knowledge’. Making up a doctrine and then going in search of Scripture to back it up, however remotely and however out of context the verse may be, is a recipe for disaster. But what is truly catastrophic about this situation is that too many Christians do little better, showing little or no discernment when it comes to blatant heresies, forgetting that Christians are instructed to reject those who preach a false gospel because they are condemned by the Lord.. And those who follow false prophets will share in their judgment. 2 John 1:10 
Contrary to popular beliefs, the Bible makes some very straight forward statements about ‘judging’ See Section Judge Not?
People are often deceived into thinking big TV evangelists are true believers because much is said ‘in the name of Jesus’, but even a cursory examination reveals that the biblical basis for what they say is very thin, if nonexistent, no matter how convincing they sound. There is very little, if any, preaching about the cross, sin, repentance and judgment. Their emphasis is not on what the Bible says, but on feelings, which are inherently subjective and relativistic. They think that it is more important to "feel" the truth instead of understand it and meditate on it. Too many of the evangelists today place revelation knowledge above Scripture, which is one reason why WF teachers not only often blatantly contradict Scripture, but often each other. 

Today’s Biblically unsound generation relies on things like experiences, manifestations, feelings, emotions, numbers of followers, numbers of people who claim to be saved, the size of a church or movement, signs and wonders, purported miracles (Whether real or false), subjective testimonies, hearsay and rumors, how successful and rich a teacher is, if a person speaks with authority and/or the atmosphere of a meeting. The ancient Israelites were often led into error because they were not sufficiently grounded in the knowledge of God (Hosea 4:1, 6) and many Christians today are equally being led into error because they are not testing what they hear by the standard of God's Word.  According to the Bible we are to test all teaching for sound doctrine, and especially against the core doctrines of the Faith as laid down in the sixty-six books of the Bible. (See Section on Discernment... a Long Forgotten Word)

(Tommy Tenney, promoted by Charisma magazine & at the Pensacola Revival states in his best-selling book, The God Chasers, that: “A true God chaser is not happy with just past truth. He must have present truth. God chasers don’t want to just study from the moldy pages of what God has done; they’re anxious to see what God is doing.”)
 

Jan Crouch hears Voices
Trinity Broadcasting Network cofounder Jan Crouch claims to have levitated during a recent mystical experience. But some cult experts are labeling it occultic and have accused Crouch of teaching people to participate in spiritism (specifically forbidden by Scripture) and guided imagery. [http://www.inthefaith.com/2004/08/14/jan-crouch-hears-voices-and-levitates/]
 

TBN’s ‘Occasional’ Guest List has posed problems of its own. For example, at her appearance on TBN, Della Reese was showcased as a minister of the Gospel, thereby unleashing her on, who knows how many, thousands of viewers. Della Reese is not a Christian Minister. She is a ‘New Thought’ minister ordained in 1987 by Rev. Dr. Johnnie Coleman founder of Universal Foundation for Better Living. Reese founded the Understanding Principles for Better Living Church in Los Angeles. The four quotes below will give you some idea of what Della Reese believes. (For more details please see New Thought). 

From the Upchurch Website in a section called “what we teach”.
“Everything that exists, or ever will exist, is pressed out of the body of God (God substance) in different forms of manifestation. Since the nature of God is Absolute Good and everything is God substance, there can be no evil in reality”.

“To the New Thought teacher and student, the Bible is the history of man - his generation, degeneration, and regeneration. It tells how man came out of God with a divine estate, forgot his origin, suffered limitation, even death, and how his divine memory is re-awakened and quickened so that he may regain his freedom and reclaim his divine birthright”.

From two separate interviews with Reese:
Della Reese: That's what you are. This is just a body you're in. The real you is that spirit of God inside of you, and me, too. (Larry King Live, February 16, 2001).

Della Reese: Well, the thing is, you don’t think enough about you. You see, most people don’t think they’re wonderful. You see, I’m made in the image and likeness of God. He said I’m the greatest thing He ever made. So, my attitude might be haughty to you, but it’s natural for me. (Praise the Lord, February 21, 2002).

Every Saturday at 6 pm Pacific time (as of writing) TBN airs Robert Schuller’s ‘Hour Of Power’. [More about Robert Schuller]
 

TBN’s Stable of ‘Regulars’ However it is TBN’s stable of ‘regulars’ that has done the worst damage in scattering the seeds of heresy far and wide. This list includes Kenneth Copeland, Benny Hinn, Marilyn Hickey, T.D. Jakes, John Hagee, Rod Parsley, Jack Van Impe, Morris Cerrulo, Earl Paulk, Reinhard Bonnke, Tommy Tenney, Jesse Duplantis, Joyce Meyer, Mark Chironna, Juanita Bynum, Creflo Dollar and many others. Not forgetting the ‘rising star’ of the Word-Faith movement … Joel Osteen. 

The Anointing: The names listed above represent a wide spectrum of heresies foisted on a Biblically illiterate church. Please note that many of these ‘teachers’ espouse more than one false teaching, usually under the banner of being ‘Anointed’ (Which is perhaps one of the most overused and misunderstood terms used in Charismatic circles).  From Marilyn’s Hickey’s ‘anointed’ oil, cornmeal, red thread, prayer cloths, and Christmas stars to Morris Cerullo’s apparent ability to transfer a ‘double portion’ of the unnamed and unexplained ‘anointing’ through a mantle he will send the faithful (After a double portion seed gift to Morris Cerullo?). What is The Anointing... A Biblical Study
Perhaps Rod Parsley takes the proverbial cake since he seems to believe (or hopes you will) that an item such as a cheap sword can be anointed with the Holy Spirit, to be passed on to anyone with $1000.  His website says “"...with the symbol of the cross of christ engraved in the blade and on the hilt this sword will be presented to you when you join me as an Armourbearer with your gift of $1000 or more. In addition, when you become my Armourbearer in 2004 . . . You’ll be my special guest at Dominion Camp Meeting and other ministry events, you’ll receive a direct line to leave your prayer requests, so I can stand in prayer for your greatest needs -- plus! You’ll be enrolled as my Breakthrough Covenant Partner and will receive the many special benefits of this partnership as well. But most importantly, this sword represents the anointing God has placed on my life – an anointing that will be imparted to you when I commission you as my 2004 Armourbearer and send you this stunning sword”. (Emphasis Added)

This entire exercise of selling the anointing is noting more than a contemptible and disreputable way to make even more money. (See Merchandising the Gospel... Christianity is BIG Business)
 

Jesse Duplantis states that material poverty is the result of not being anointed and Benny Hinn teaches that we have to be in the ‘right location’ and have the ‘right leadership’ to get the anointing. … The Holy Spirit has now become a commodity to be given away and can now be sent out of a person and into little bags of corn meal, or vials of oil. 

So, under this so-called anointing a wide variety of false doctrines (most of which have been covered in detail in this section of the site) are taught as Gospel truth. Most of TBN’s regulars espouse The ‘Faith’ Movement, which “believes that the human mind and tongue contain a supernatural ability or power. When a person speaks expressing his faith in supposedly divine laws, his positive thoughts and positive verbal expression allegedly produce a "divine force" that will heal, produce wealth, bring success, and in other ways influence the environment.... According to the "Faith" teachers, God automatically responds and accomplishes what we command when we positively confess our needs and desires in faith…” (Ankerberg and Weldon, 1993, p.6) 
Word of Faith
The "force" of faith, is the foundation of Word of Faith theology. Proponents believe they can use words to manipulate the faith-force, and thus actually create what they believe Scripture promises (health, wealth, etc.). Laws supposedly governing the faith-force are said to operate independently of God's sovereign will -- God Himself being subject to the "laws" of faith. Frederick Price says, "Yes! You are in control! So, if man has control, who no longer has it? God"   ("Prayer: Do You Know What Prayer Is... and How to Pray?" The Word Study Bible, 1990. p.1178). Word of Faith
Slain in the Spirit
Many Charismatics claim that apart from the anointing, falling down backward is also a phenomenon, which brings both physical and emotional healing. They believe that it is a blessing of the spiritual gifts that God gives. However, the most agreed upon explanation or purpose for this act is that it is that of the anointing of the Spirit for the service to God.  However a search of the Scriptures reveals that any and all 'falling down backward' is invariably in the context of God's Judgments upon man. Never in the context of believers receiving the Holy Spirit, or of any blessing or benefit.  [See Slain In The Spirit... What and Who’s spirit?]

Physical Healing
Commonly taught today is that the sick should be healed each and every time they are prayed for. If there was no healing, either the sick person had insufficient faith, or perhaps the person who prayed for them lacked faith. However, this results from twisting and misusing the pivotal text of Isaiah 53. Have you ever wondered about preachers who claim to heal all infirmities, yet wear eyeglasses? Additionally some believe they can teach you how to heal the sick.  The "Happy Hunters" have been holding How to Heal the Sick Seminars for many years. 

"...how can you glorify God in your body, when it doesn't function right? How can you glorify God? How can He get glory when your body doesn't even work? ...What makes you think the Holy Ghost wants to live inside a body where He can't see out through the windows and He can't hear with the ears? What makes you think the Holy Spirit wants to live inside of a physical body where the limbs and the organs and the cells do not function right? ...." (Frederick K.C. Price, "Is God Glorified Through Sickness?" (Los Angeles: Crenshaw Christian Center, n.d.), audiotape #FP605). [See Section on Healing] 
Man as God
The Word-Faith and Kingdom Now movements openly, and in so many words, teach that men are gods.... "You don't have a god in you, you are one." (Kenneth Copeland, "The Force Of Love" tape # 02-0028).
The Toronto Blessing
Also has roots that can be traced back to TBN’s favourite son.. Benny Hinn. Another "key figure in the Airport Vineyard Renewal" received his anointing through Rodney Howard-Browne at Kenneth Hagin's "Rhema" church. It is clear from the quoted testimony of Benny Hinn who claims "like a jolt of electricity, my whole body began to vibrate all over..." and of Rodney Howard-Browne who says he tapped "heaven's electric supply" (see Chapter 4), that these men perceive the "anointing" of the Holy Spirit which they received and which they in turn pass on to others has the characteristics of electricity. Very worryingly, that is precisely how Randy Clark, describes his own understanding of God's "Blessing". (The "Toronto Blessing" By Stephen Sizer). [See Section Counterfeit Revivals] 
Benny Hinn had a great influence on the formation of the "laughing revival" which originated at the Toronto Airport Church in Ontario, Canada, in January 1994, and which has spread throughout many parts of the world. The pastor there, John Arnott, and his wife, Carol, were earnestly "seeking a special touch from God," but, sadly, they were following the unscriptural charismatic prophecies and methodologies instead of relying strictly on the Holy Scriptures. They claim that God had told them to "hang around people that have an anointing." Instead of defining the Holy Spirit anointing biblically, they defined it according to Pentecostal Word-Faith theology. In September 1992, they attended several of Benny Hinn’s meetings at Mapleleaf Gardens in Toronto. After Hinn would pray for them, Carol Arnott would be so drunk that she had to be carried home and put to bed. I give several other examples of Benny Hinn’s influence on the "Toronto Blessing" movement in my book Laughing Revival: From Azusa to Pensacola. (Beware of Benny Hinn. Way of Life Literature.)


False Prophecy
This is only a couple of examples of the many false prophecies that have emanated from TBN. 

Los Angeles pastor John J. Hinkle told of a vision from the Lord saying that on June 9, 1994, God would “rip the evil out of this world ... And at that time something cataclysmic of glory and the power of God is going to come upon the earth. ... When that glory comes, and come it will, there isn’t anyone who won’t be on his knees and on his face before the Lord.”

June 9, 1994, passed and the “glory and power of God” that was to “come upon the earth” did not come. Instead of being rebuked and held responsible by Crouch for misleading the TBN audience with his false prophecy, Hinkle was allowed to “spiritualize” his utterance. “The veil, was it ripped?” he asked. “Yes, but it was at first a spiritual veil.” (How to get the TBN boot. Personal Freedom Outreach).

In the late 1990s, Rick Joyner jumped onto the Y2K bandwagon as he claimed that the Lord “finally did begin to speak” about the issue. According to Joyner, God supposedly revealed that, “The most severe difficulties will come from the panic generated by the situation” and “The Lord told me to observe the problems that Y2K will cause in the natural world as a reflection of the problems we have in the body of Christ.” (A Prophetic Vision for the 21st Century, pp. 49, 52) [See more about Rick Joyner, one of the Leaders of the Dominionist Movement]

The turn of the century has come and gone and if there was a panic or problems in the natural world caused by Y2K.. I guess we missed it.  

But plenty more false prophecies have proceeded from TBN’s gaudy stage. See Details
 

So how does TBN stay in business? 
The answer is simple. From the contributions of hundreds of thousands of TBN fans, well-wishers and ordinary people who have been suckered into the idea of ‘planting a seed’, which will be re-paid 100 fold by the Lord. Which brings us to the cornerstone of the TBN’s ministry, the one that keeps the machine well oiled… The Prosperity Doctrine.
Prosperity: Prosperity & financial advancement are two of the greatest selling points of the ‘evangelical’ ministers today. "Well, you need to hear about money, because you ain't gonna have no love and joy and peace until you get some money!" (Creflo Dollar, Praise the Lord, July 20, 1999) And while (on the surface) they seem to be living proof of the power of living by faith, what they hope people will not see is the constant begging for money, the massive fund-raisers, the barrage of direct mailing and advertising campaigns allow them to live their lavish life styles. What is really scary is that they would have people believe that God blessed them with this prosperity for merely living in the faith, and that the average common man is guaranteed this kind of life by the Bible. Only those with ‘insufficient faith’ are living in poverty and only those who are willing to go the extra mile, by throwing their last dollar onto the already huge ‘love offering’ pile, will be blessed by God and find the prosperity they seek. The individual believer, misled by the glamour and emotional appeal of religious TV personalities, misdirects the Lord's money to areas that will be virtually non-productive for Jesus Christ.

But it gets worse…. On the Wed, 03-Nov-1999 Praise-A-Thon R.W. Shambach prophesied that if people make the 2000-dollar faith pledge to TBN, not only will God give them the 2000 dollars before the year 2000 but he will also make them totally debt free AND their WHOLE family will be saved before the year 2000. He even told people if they don't have the money to take out a loan or borrow the tithe on the $2000 and give him $200 to start with. 
“…to be saved just send in (via cash, personal check, money order, Visa or MasterCard) only $2000.  That's right, for a low, low $2000. You and your whole family can be debt free and enjoy the benefits of salvation before the year 2000.  All this without ever having to go through a messy, tearful admission that you are a sinner, and without even having to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Just put your faith in your faith and in TBN.  They'll do all the work for you.  They'll interpret the Bible for you, pray for you, have faith for you, speak God's Word to you directly (actually, no need to interpret Scripture at all anymore, come to think of it!) and spread the gospel for you….” (Sandy Simpson. Deceptioninthechurch.org).

While there is little doubt that any Christian organization has to have a certain amount of funds to operate, what people do not see, or choose not to, is that the constant begging for money, the massive fund-raisers, the barrage of direct mailing (the crucial, invisible keys to American televangelism) and advertising campaigns does little but allow them to live their lavish life styles. (Haven’t you ever noticed that all Christians aren’t driving a Mercedes?)
The Omega Code
At a cost of about $7.2 million the Omega Code has generated much controversy, due in large part to the fact that it promotes the so-called hidden codes in the Bible. The theme of the movie is that a secret code is discovered in the Torah (the first five books of the Bible), and whoever possesses this decoded secret is in position to take control of the world, based on the premise that he who controls Jerusalem controls the world. 
“Although promoted as a tool for witnessing the Gospel, there is very little religion of any kind in this film, the name of Jesus being mentioned in a positive way only once, when Dr. Lane, a self-described unbeliever, prays very briefly (God, Jesus save me!) in a moment of desperation and apparent danger. If Dr. Lane is converted, it is not developed any further in the story. Nowhere in the film is the Gospel (salvation through faith in Jesus Christ) explained, and neither is there a character that can be described throughout the film as a true Christian. 

Scripture is quoted or alluded to only a few times, but not in any way that explains the Gospel, and no specific references are given, so when it is quoted, those not familiar with the Bible will probably not know it, much less the chapter and verse being quoted. In fact, it would be difficult to produce a more secularized (non-religious) movie about Bible prophecy. As a result, non-Christians unfamiliar with Bible prophecy are not likely to understand how the movie relates to scripture, and many Christians may be similarly confused by what they see (or don't see) in the film”…. It is indeed unfortunate that TBN decided to make nothing more than an entertaining movie for the unchurched, and that it was never intended to accurately depict and teach end time events or present the Gospel message of salvation. As a result, The Omega Code, sadly, does not "light a candle" as claimed above. While it may well provoke discussions, that is likely because of the confusion it generates about prophecy among both believers and non-believers alike. Its evangelistic value is minimal, or even non-existent, compared to what it could have been. (http://www.aloha.net)

However the Omega Code has a history that is far less fictional than the story line. Paul and Jan Crouch and their son Matt were sued by A West Virginia Christian author named Sylvia Fleener, who saw the film in 1999 and was “literally devastated by the similarities” to a book she wrote in 1996 called "The Omega Syndrome," Fleener who copyrighted her book in 1996, (it was published by Hope Manor Publishing in 1997) sent copies of her manuscript to the Crouches through friends and acquaintances between 1994 and 1996, the suit says.  The smoking gun. Was that a certain Kelly Whitmore, a former assistant to Jan Crouch, says in court records that she used to pack Jan's bags for trips. Whitmore says that in the mid-1990s, Crouch requested that she pack a white binder that contained a manuscript Crouch referred to as the "End Times" movie project. It was a manuscript Whitmore now believes was a copy of Sylvia Fleener's "The Omega Syndrome." 

To cut a long story short Jan and Paul Crouch have settled the plagiarism lawsuit although the terms of the settlement are confidential. Why would TBN and the Crouches settle out of court with Fleener? Perhaps, simply because a writer hired by Quisenberry (Fleener's attorney) read Fleener's "The Omega Syndrome," and then read a book called "The Omega Code," which was based on the movie and written by none other than Paul Crouch. In court records, the man who compared the books says he was "convinced that there was copying between the works." He found striking similarities in characters, mood, pace and setting. And perhaps because... as Daniel Quisenberry put it “we have a very good case, and they know it". But if settling means admitting sin, can the Crouches and their $100-million enterprise continue selling tickets to God's kingdom?  (Los Angeles Times/December 17, 2001 and The Orange County Register/January 1, 2002).


Additionally
They make dreams/visions more important than Scripture, even when Paul tells us not to go beyond what is written. 1 Corinthians 4:6 The wolves brag about how God has spoken directly to them. They colorfully tell about some fantastic dream they had where an angel took them to heaven or hell. They do these things so that they will be considered to be “holy men of God”, which is what they incessantly and continually drum into their follower's heads. This is exactly what Paul was saying should be avoided. If Christians do not go beyond what is written, they will not end up becoming prideful. This is not to say that God does not give dreams and visions. But they are rare, and when they are truly from God every detail will check out with the written Word of God. Every part of that dream or vision will be biblically correct, come true if predictive, and be in line with the revealed character of God in the Bible. But today we see churches carrying around “prophesy notebooks” instead of Bibles. We see people putting more faith in "words of knowledge" than in the Bible. When you see people who always have another dream to tell, you can be sure they are wolves.

They slander celestial beings. “I have seen this so many times in almost every meeting of Third Wave wolves. They speak directly to demons, they yell at them and make fun of them, even laugh at Satan himself. They say they are binding demons. They jump up and down and claim that Satan has been bound. They fill drums full of "holy anointing oil" and spray it all over their cities. They push stakes in the ground around towns. They blow shofars from high places. They finger paint signs of the cross on church furniture.  They do these things claiming they will rid the place of demons.  But all this binding, prayer walking, and pragmatic spiritual warfare introduced into the churches by people like John Dawson of YWAM, John Wimber, Chuck Kraft and C. Peter Wagner and many others is unbiblical. The Bible teaches we are to pray for protection from the evil one. We are to pray for salvation of people from darkness. We can even cast demons out of individuals. But there is nowhere in the Bible that states we should be praying against territorial spirits, binding them, speaking to them or using occult techniques to rid our land of them. Those who make fun of celestial beings, which according to the Bible includes Satan and his fallen angels, are in grave danger. Only the Lord can rebuke Satan. We are only protected because of our relationship to Jesus Christ who gained the victory on the cross. We must put on the armor and stand against the devil and his schemes. But those who laugh and taunt Satan and demons are wolves and they will end up destroyed. 

Vs. 9-10 But even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing with the devil about the body of Moses, did not dare to bring a slanderous accusation against him, but said, "The Lord rebuke you!" Yet these men speak abusively against whatever they do not understand; and what things they do understand by instinct, like unreasoning animals--these are the very things that destroy them.” (Sandy Simpson. Study in Jude. Deceptioninthechurch.org) 
 

Conclusion 
In the words of Richard J. Vincent,
“I, for one, am embarrassed by the Word-Faith teachers and I am ashamed to be represented by them. These men represent Christianity to millions. They present a false picture of what it means to be a Christian and I think it is abhorrent. Michael Horton has rightly asked, "Do those who occasionally view televangelistic programming know that evangelical Christianity offers an intelligent interpretation of and hope for human existence? Does the average unbeliever come away from an ordinary telecast with a better grasp of the substance of the Christian faith?” … 

“None of this would have happened … “if more Christians knew their Bible and what it taught. This would not have come about if more Christians knew what the Bible has to say about the nature of man, the nature of God, the doctrine of the trinity, etc. It is time to return to teaching sound doctrine so that the common Christian man can be armed against error....” 

“It's time to use our minds again. It's time to quit being so emotional, mystical, and man-centered in our doctrine. It's time that Christians took some in-depth journeys into the wonder of the Holy Scriptures to find out about truth and reality. Christianity is truth, and as Art Lindsley has rightly stated, "There is nothing that produces emotion like the truth". Do you want a vibrant growing faith? Search the Scriptures. Do you seek truth, real truth? The kind of truth that infiltrates every area of your life with purpose and meaning and joy! You won't find it on a TV station. You won't even find it in a church service. You'll find it when you spend time alone in an attitude of worship and prayer with an open Bible and the very God of the Universe teaching you and loving you through His blessed Holy Spirit applying His most Holy word directly to your life. Theology is not always entertaining but it is always enriching. It is a lot easier to turn on that TV and turn off your mind but you'll be at a loss because of it, and you will miss out on one of the most wonderful blessings of life: communion with the Living Lord.”  (An examination of the word-faith movement)
 

Footnote 
Much has been said about some of TBN’s regulars such as Benny Hinn, but many of their less famous guests are equally heretical. 

Bishop Harold and Brenda Ray and Neil Ellis
On the evening of September 16th 2002 I was watching an interview on TV and happened to turn to TBN’s channel during a commercial break. This particular program was hosted by Bishop Harold and Brenda Ray. I didn’t hear much of the conversation with their first guest, a woman, but really got interested when Neil Ellis, a pastor from the Bahamas was introduced by Bishop Ray as “He’s almost as crazy as I am. He’ll try anything once”. 

The entire conversation should have been shocking to any Christian who isn’t totally blind. We are truly Biblically illiterate and have lost every vestige of discernment if we can applaud and encourage people like this (as the audience was doing that day). 

Among other gems Neil Ellis said that he knew that “in ten months” there will be a revival, and “souls will be saved”, but “in the midst of this there will be an economic revival”. (It’s always about money, isn’t it?)

He also said he will pastor a church “That has to be, has to be, poverty free”. This “has to happen”. He added.. Because of the ‘anointing’, “I am not supposed to be pastoring poor people”. (His Emphasis) He did add that God will send poor people to him but only so they get a release from poverty. 

Brenda Ray also mentioned that Neil Ellis’ church was a “kingdom church”. (Whatever that is) Apparently Neil Ellis’ new book had been ‘prophesied’ by Brenda Ray. (When he mentioned this, she looked totally bewildered for a moment. I guess modern day prophets have so much to say that they forget some of their ‘prophecies’. Do any of these people have any idea of the role or importance of a prophet who is the spokesman of the Almighty Himself? Perhaps the Lord has run out of things to say and is keeping His prophets busy foretelling trivialities.).  

At some point Pastor Ray mentioned talked about his several visits to the White House and in referring to the people he has spoken to there said “we are not speaking to the attendees but to the atmosphere”. (I wonder what atmosphere Jesus was speaking to in the Sermon on the Mount).

A couple of other gems were when one of the two men remarked that 

God is “pleading”, “begging”, “hoping” that we “do what we what we are assigned to do”. (I simply cannot find one instance in Scripture which portrays the Almighty as ‘pleading’ or ‘begging’). 

We “were created to make God look good” here on earth. (That plan failed pretty miserably, especially if He was counting on some of TBN’s guests to ‘make Him look good’).

And what was that about “God will never take us to the dimension of ownership and rulership” until we ‘get’ what He trying to give (impart to) us. (Did I miss something here? Where does the Bible speak about ‘ownership’ or ‘rulership’?). 

The last ‘beauty’ I was able to jot down was Bishop Ray saying “we speak as the oracles of God”. 

Incidentally I went to Bishop Ray’s website and found the following: 

“BISHOP RAY SET TO LAUNCH NATIONAL EMPOWERMENT TOUR TO HELP FAITH BASED ORGANIZATIONS ACCESS HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF DOLLARS!’ The three day summits, will be offered without charge to local community based providers, and will also include instruction on (1) Legal organization and structure, (2) Developing Strategic Mission Statements, (3) Financial Reporting and Accountability Requirements, (4) Implementation of 21st Century Digital Technology and (5) Wealth Creation and Transference Strategies and Mechanisms”.
And

The National Center for Faith Based Initiative is dedicated to the task of creating a purpose driven, national collaboration of faith based entities with the singular purpose of eliminating historic poverty, and dependency inducing systems, through the development of self actuating and self sustaining community based economies.

Our goal is as simple as it is strategic: To create wealth! And empower our people to steward that wealth for the purposes of the kingdom, the strengthening of their communities and for the economic well being of their children's children! 
And

SEMINARS

“THE HEAVEN, EVEN THE HEAVENS ARE THE LORD’S: BUT THE EARTH HATH HE GIVEN THE CHILDREN OF MEN” Psalms 115:6

IT IS TIME FOR THE KINGDOM TO TAKE BACK EVERYTHING THAT BELONGS TO IT. IN THIS SEMINAR YOU WILL LEARN

How to open your church related real estate company 

The types of real estate services that can be offered. 

Tips on how your real estate company can be a community outreach.

Tips on how to control design, develop construction and manage millions of dollars in real estate projects.
 

Like I said, it’s always about money. I don’t remember seeing very much, if anything about the Gospel or Jesus on either of the Ray’s two websites. And this man calls himself a ‘Bishop’? 

Incidentally Brenda Ray is “founder and organizer of "Women In Neighborhoods Networking Effectively Redeeming Souls" (W.I.N.N.E.R.S.) a world class fashion exhibition featuring spirit filled men and women as models. She is also founder and C.E.O. of Restoration Travel, a full service ARC agency of which she initiated upon the conclusion of a 14 year career with American Airlines”. (Does anyone know how one redeems souls through fashion shows? 

 

What the Bible says about Doctrine

1Timothy 4:6 If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained.

1Timothy 4:13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.

1Timothy 4:16 Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.

1Timothy 5:17 Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and doctrine.

2Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:

Titus 2:7 In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity,

Titus 1:9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.  
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There is little doubt that TBN is one of Satan’s immensely successful plans. TBN boasts of how many people they are ‘reaching’ all over the world. I shudder to think how many thousands of people are being led astray by their lies. Christians today are largely too lazy to test what they are being taught against Scripture, but swallow anything that comes from the pulpit, especially if the preacher has charisma, a large following and tells them what they want to hear. It doesn’t seem to matter whether what they are hearing is in accordance with Biblical truths or not. I am not sure any more if there are any doctrinally sound preachers on TBN.  I hope not... All it does is give the network tacit approval.

Merchandising the Gospel
http://www.inplainsite.org/html/merchandising_the_gospel.html
By Ken Matteo
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Recently, I have been receiving some offers via e-mail from Christians introducing their ministries to me. I read the e-mails and then all of a sudden I get to the bottom of the e-mail, and find that if I want to receive their ministry material it will cost me a sum of money. It is obvious they are selling, and not ministering. These e-mails got me to thinking that we are in the midst of a great "Religious Retailing Era." In these last days there is such a horrendous effort to sell the gospel. I believe this is due in part to another satanic plan to flood society with so-called Christian items, thus making the true gospel a common everyday matter to neutralize it. It is also being done by Christians who have so little regard for the holiness and reverence of God that they use the gospel to make money. This has been done in the music industry, as we see the charismatic long haired, bearded, earring wearing, tattooed freaks, trying to convince us they are "decreasing so Christ would increase." (John 3:30) Yes, and they are doing it all the way to the bank. If they were truthful in their witness, the men would look like Christian men, and not Black Sabbath wannabe’s. 


WWJD 
As we look around we see the "gospel gainsayers" everywhere. Just look at the WWJD marketing ploy. How can a mere human being know what the mind of God is in any situation? 

(Romans 11:34 KJV) For who hath known the mind of the Lord? Or who hath been his counsellor? 

The WWJD movement is another attempt at bringing Christ down to the level of human thinking and reasoning and this is a sin. How can anyone make a decision concerning anything by merely placing a piece of jewelry on ourselves or looking at it? If we are going to discover God’s will for our life, then, we need to be saturated with Scripture not cheap, overpriced costume jewelry: 

(Psalm 48:14 KJV) For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide even unto death. 


Christian Book Stores 
There is probably no other place in Christendom which is guiltier than the religious charlatans who run these book stores. If you can stick the name of Jesus on anything, they will sell it. If you walk into the average Christian bookstore, you will see an ecumenical nightmare. 

There will be everything from pencils to precious moments figurines which you can spend several hundred dollars on while your church’s missionaries can’t raise support. I have warned Christians, both new and veterans, in the faith to stay away from these Midianite merchantmen unless you need to pick something up like a Bible cover, highlighters, or some other innocuous thing but stay away from all the corrupted theology. 


What is God’s Command about the dissemination of the Gospel? 

(Romans 3:24 KJV) Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

(Romans 8:32 KJV) He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 

(1 Corinthians 2:12 KJV) Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 

(2 Corinthians 11:7 KJV) Have I committed an offence in abasing myself that ye might be exalted, because I have preached to you the gospel of God freely? 

(Revelation 21:6 KJV) And he said unto me, it is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 

(Revelation 22:17 KJV) And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 

What point am I trying to make here in giving all these Scriptures? I am not saying that those who publish books and Bibles are merchandising since there are legitimate costs involved in production and shipping of the materials. However, when a publisher prints, publishes, and markets books which obscure the gospel, or makes jokes about it, then that is merchandising. Anything that draws the real meaning of the gospel away is merchandising. Preachers can also merchandise the gospel. The following I would classify as merchandising the gospel: 

· Preachers who charge a set amount to come and preach - What about trusting God for an offering? 

· Ministries which sell their materials instead of giving them free - What about a suggested donation? Most Christians I know would send in $20 for a $10 item which would cover the expenses for those who wanted the materials but could not afford them. 

· Preachers who use their programs to market their books - Why use air time, instead, follow up with a list of materials the ministry offers. 

· Ministries which charge a fee for subscription materials - Are these preachers or speakers so profound they need to charge for THEIR wisdom and knowledge? Look at the so-called Prophetic Ministries, as they all say the same thing. Yet, you need to subscribe to get THEIR unique point of view. If God gives His wisdom away free, what makes ours so valuable we have to put a price on it? 

· Churches which sell cassette tapes of the pastor’s sermon even to their own people - This ministry should be as much a free part of the church’s ministry as the morning worship service. Maybe your offerings are down because you sell instead of give! 
· The marketing of innocuous Christian materials - The gospel was not given as something to make pretty pictures out of, or pencils with the name of Jesus on them. The gospel is a serious entity, and it represents 2 things: Heaven or Hell. If we are going to be consistent, then why not make lighters with the name of Hell on them. We are to use materials which present the full counsel of God and not materials which put people into a false spiritual euphoria. 

These are some of the ways in which the gospel is merchandised... The Gospel is to be preached and taught in all its full counsel. What we see happening to the true gospel today, via publishers, and the so-called contemporary music scene, is an affront to what the gospel was meant to do and that is to search out God’s elect. 

Our responsibility is to send out that gospel and we are not to charge anything for it. When you became saved, did anyone charge you? Then we better not charge others. 

(Matthew 10:8 KJV) Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give. 

It is not just a suggestion, it is the Word of God. 
The picture at the top of the page includes 
Anointing Oil from TBN

Diet information from Joyce Meyer Ministries

A statue of the Ark of the Covenant from Marilyn Hickey Ministries.

Two books... Lifestyles of the Rich and Faithful’ and The Purpose of Prosperity by Fred Price
TBN’s Glow in the Dark coffee mugs
A mouse pad by the Presidential Prayer team
A Cosmetic Case from the Juanita Bynum Ministries

A Prophecy Bible from Jack Van Impe (priced at $59.00)
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Whoop! I forgot to include the Crystal Cathedral’s "Pozzy Bear" ... The Possibility Thinking Bear. Embroidered with the Crystal Cathedral logo on his chest, the slogan God Loves ... Do I on his back, and a silver cross on his foot. 
Selling Faith
http://www.inplainsite.org/html/merchandising_the_gospel.html
By David White
In a recent edition of the Reader’s Digest Melinda Henneberger, in an article entitled "Selling Faith", writes about a rising trend in the mass marketing of “Christian oriented” products. The term “Christian oriented” is defined as anything associated in any way with the Bible or Christian worldview. Christian oriented products include diet books and plans, nutritional supplements, clothing, consumer electronics, and music, all of which purport to be, at least in some way, associated with the God of the Bible. A quick search of the Internet confirms Mrs. Hennberger's article. Christians can buy Christian video games, hire Christian private investigators, and purchase Christian skin care products. According to an article by Lynn Harris, writing for Salon.com, Christians can even buy goats from a Christian goat breeder, if they should happen to find themselves in the market (Harris, 2005). The plethora of Christian products and services for sale is simply astounding. Perusing the offerings of the various vendors, obviously geared toward people wanting to associate themselves with the values of orthodox Christianity, one has to wonder what issues are driving this market and what the implications of those issues are for Christianity.

One might be tempted to see this as old news. Items have been specifically marketed both by and for Christians since medieval clergy began selling off its excess righteousness, in the form of indulgences, to those concerned they might come up a little short. The Bible has been published in huge volumes for years. Little plaques quoting Joshua 24:15 adorn millions of homes; numerous bumper stickers exist informing fellow commuters of the hazard a particular vehicle may present should the rapture occur while in transit, and vocalists of every stripe have recorded gospel songs. Is there really anything new about Christian oriented material? Both Henneberger and Harris think so. So new in fact that big business such as Wal-Mart and even the Hollywood movie industry are scrambling to get a piece of this pie. According to Henneberger, “The market for Christian merchandise is growing between 4 and 8 percent a year” and currently “accounts for more than $4 billion in annual sales” (p. 182). 

Henneberger offers several possible explanations for the surge in popularity of Christian oriented products. These include a retreat from an ever increasingly sexually explicit culture, heightened awareness of political strength on the part of evangelicals, and a desire on the part of “Christian activists” to pull the culture back to a life more in tune with their own Christian worldview. As Lynn Harris also points out (Salon, 2005), many of the faithful wish to patronize Christian businesses because they feel their money will go to a company representing their own belief system, thereby contributing financially to the advancement of it, or at least not contributing to philosophies or activities opposed to it. 

These explanations seem perfectly valid. One need only follow a national political race to hear the concerns from both camps, religious and secularist, about the more vulgar aspects of modern entertainment. Material once viewed by our culture as obscene is now being mass produced via television and other media and marketed to all elements of society.
Not long ago, one retailer of teen oriented clothing came under considerable national scrutiny due to the graphic nature of some of the poses portrayed by models in its annual catalog. A steady stream of lament comes from many sources about the violence, degradation, and despair found in much of today’s popular music. Even Congress has gotten in on the action, holding court over the content of popular video games. Clearly, there is ample reason to be concerned about modern culture.

Perhaps the media emphasis on the allegedly instrumental role that evangelical Christians played in the 2004 election has had some part in this market surge. Evangelicals are, it would seem, under the impression they are increasingly being marginalized by the mainstream of society. However, after the most recent presidential election, much speculation was made of the effect of the “Christian right” and its influence on the outcome. In the eyes of more than one pundit Christians were the primary source of the recent Republican victory. If that is indeed the case, perhaps the Christian philosophy is more significant than suspected. No one doubts that the U.S. is in the midst of a culture war; perhaps Christians, suddenly aware of the influence they wield in mass, should seize the opportunity to identify themselves publicly via Christian themed t-shirts and coffee mugs, thereby encouraging still more Christians to “come forth and be recognized.” Activists for reforming the culture to a Christian standard may see potential here as well. If a foothold can be gained in the marketing arena, perhaps that can be used somehow to lend authority to the Christian position. With enough authority backing them, perhaps these social warriors can drag our society back from the brink of the secular abyss it seems to be perched upon.

It is difficult to fault any of these positions. After all, Scripture commands Christians to be an influence in their culture. If purchasing Christian oriented material can help to edify the church, or turn the culture toward morality, it would seem foolish not to do so. Viewed from another perspective, however, one aspect of all of this might give Christians some pause. Most if not all of the products being marketed to Christians, are simply repackaged versions of what is already available to the culture at large. Christian musical trends follow closely on the heels of emerging trends in secular music. Christians have their own Christian psychology, toned down somewhat to be sure, but still following closely the latest novel ideal sweeping its secular counterpart. Hip Christian clothing, Christian weight loss regimens, and even a Christian Rubik’s cube await discriminating Christians on the cutting edge of society. All joking aside, Molly Henneberger accurately describes the possibility of Christians creating their own little “parallel universe” (p.182) in which everything available to the culture at large is cleaned up, repackaged, and presented in a Christian version, so that Christians can have the same things everybody else does, only different. There is nothing inherently wrong with any of this, but it is important to keep in mind that at its heart Christianity is not about having a cleaner version of what the world has. It is about being fundamentally different. 

The crux of Christianity is that God Himself has paid the penalty necessary to satisfy His holy justice on behalf of rebellious usurpers who could never satisfy that justice in and of themselves. He does this on the condition that those same rebels turn from their rebellion and, in accordance with a newly created nature, begin the long, sometimes arduously slow, process of sanctification. Along this road to sanctification, these rebels-turned-collaborators, exercise their new natures in what sometimes seems like pathetically feeble attempts to accomplish various things for God. However, the things Christians do, the way they live, the way they dress and speak, are all results of who they are; they do not comprise what they are. 

Christians like to talk about the number of people they have “led to Christ,” or how much money they have contributed, in order to show their level of commitment, their relative value to the cause. In reality things like this have nothing to do with the essence of Christianity. “Blasphemy” you say, “the sole reason we are here is to witness for Him.” It is true that Christians are called to witness; they are called to witness whether people come to Christ through their witness or not. They are called to give, but their giving is to be the byproduct of a grateful and loving heart. The essence of Christianity is not the acts performed, but the motivation for their performance, a motivation that should spring from a love for the Savior, and a desire to obey Him. In the same way, the products Christians purchase and the services they subscribe to have nothing to do with the essential aspects of being a Christian.

The apostle Paul admonishes Christians not to be conformed to this world, but to be transformed by the renewing of their minds. My fear is that the trend in Christian oriented marketing is the result of a Christian oriented consumerism that is, at its core, an attempt to conform Christianity to the world. Taken as a whole it reminds one of a people who, confused and unsure of themselves, are searching for significance and relevance in a culture that continues to diverge from whatever common elements both once held. In attempting to copy every element of contemporary culture and rework it into a Christianized context, we run the risk of becoming so relevant that we are irrelevant. 

The point here is that there is nothing Christian, tacitly or otherwise, about wearing Christian clothing or starting a Christian diet. While there may indeed be some value in these things, the danger Christians face in pursuing these items and services from a strictly Christian perspective is that they may begin to equate these items with the properties of righteousness. The mark of a Christian is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (Gal 5:22-23). These are the attributes for which Christians are to strive; these are the characteristics by which Christians should seek to be identified. If Christians allow themselves to become just another market segment for all things pop, they run the risk of being reduced to that segment. Additionally, given the never-ending desire of human nature to reduce spirituality to a set of ordinances with which to comply, Christians run the risk of substituting the “elementary principles” (Col 2:8) of what they wear, how they vote, or how much they weigh for the justification they have in Christ. When that happens, the possibility of truly righteous living has been lost. 

While it is admirable that Christians may wish to advertise for their faith on their favorite coffee-cup or golf balls, it is important that Christians realize that they are called out from society, they are not simply a subset of a society, but as strangers and foreigners living among a people unlike themselves. 
If Christians are really that concerned about being a force in our culture perhaps they would be more effective by presenting not a more prudish version of what society already possesses but something radically different. Instead of fighting tooth and nail to win a culture war with a fallen culture, staking their hopes on any politician that will tell them what they want to hear, Christians might consider living their lives in calm and quiet contrast to that culture, confident in a victory already won. Instead of emulating every little outward nuance of hip society, perhaps Christians might focus their energy on developing characteristics in contrast to society, such as those mentioned earlier. Instead of striving to show society that Christians can be successful by society’s standards and still be Christian, they might consider redefining what success is in the first place, spending some time contemplating why they are here and how that answer might affect the way they live. Maybe then they would not need to identify themselves by the slogans on their clothing or the stickers on their cars. Maybe then they would not need to wonder what vitamin supplements Jesus would have used.
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Virtual Christianity: Evangelicals, America, and the Big Show

http://www.inplainsite.org/html/virtual_christianity.html
By Glenn Paauw
The great machines of our technological age produce some very powerful entertainment. Today’s typical teenager, raised on Sesame Street, Saturday morning cartoons, commercials, and now MTV, has been treated to an impressive display of technological images, all moving at an incredible speed before his or her mesmerized eyes. And this is just the beginning. Already we are fast-forwarding to a whole new world with an even better show.

The next step is what is called Virtual Reality. This electronically created experience "tricks" one’s brain into thinking it is in a real three-dimensional place. Instead of merely watching images on a screen, one now enters the world of images. 

Already there is talk of fascinating applications of this new entertainment supermachine, including virtual rock concerts, virtual war games, and virtual sex. And, given the current culture, is there any doubt that few limits (if any) will restrain those applications? After all, the new, powerful technologies do not improve human nature; they merely magnify the depths of the human heart.

What would evangelicals do if they had Virtual Reality at their fingertips? It’s a troublesome question. American evangelicals have had a long, well-documented love affair with technological progress. We’ve married the Great Commission to the great machines with the oft-repeated blessing, "The message doesn’t change, merely the method." Believing that the old, old story can be told equally well in any new, new medium, evangelicals have excelled at delivering the message in culturally relevant forms.

There are many reasons for evangelicalism’s technological optimism. More than a few historians have noted the strength of the bond between American culture and our expression of the Christian faith. The strands of that bond include a deep commitment to individualism, a depreciation of history and tradition, and a tendency toward popularization and anti-intellectualism. Combine these forces with the essentially free-market orientation of our vast empire of parachurch ministries and publishers, and the result is an innovative, entrepreneurial spirit. New, market-driven expressions of the faith thrive in this environment.
Today, evangelical enterprises are working overtime to keep in step with the visually dominated, fast-paced, technological times. We have Nintendo-like Bible adventure video games, cartoon versions of Jesus’ parables, music videos showing Satan and his demons being shot down in a Western-style gunfight, and Jesus as the leather-jacketed leader of a Christian street gang. 

All these phenomena should compel us to examine more closely our enthusiasm for the electronic gospel. Why do we so naively assume that these powerful new media are really neutral conveyers of our cherished timeless truths? It is time to ask not just the usual "Will the technology reach more people?" but more importantly, "What message will actually get through?" 

In fact, the new forms of communication are increasingly biased against a "message" at all (in the sense of communicating rationally understood content). The dominant media today form a funnel, allowing only the visually stimulating, emotionally exciting, and lightning-paced to reach us. But evangelicals seem unaware that when a particular medium follows its own strengths, it necessarily shapes and molds what is communicated. 
One might attempt to fight the medium by producing content-heavy lectures on television, but that’s "bad television" and it won’t survive. Boring video games won’t sell. In the end, the medium calls the shots. 

We would like to believe, of course, that the technology itself is neutral, able to be used for good or ill. But this neutrality is true only in the most limited of moralistic senses. To plug in Bible stories to replace pornography ignores the similar structure of the experiences. The shifts toward the new, the fast, the exciting — these are not neutral biases. They change the very way we live and relate and understand. The fact is, the electronic media have been remaking our message for some time.

It’s not that evangelicals haven’t confronted today’s media-saturated world; they have. But the preoccupation has been primarily with the surface effects, the moral content of the various electronic media. Our products simply try to add "values" to all the entertainment.

Authentic expressions of the depth of Christian theology do not fare very well in this environment. High-tech popularizations of our faith have little regard for the more serious, less action-packed material in the Bible. It is no accident that video Christianity tends to be Christianity lite — a faith minus the meat and reduced most often to moralisms. Cartoon Christianity tends to be just that — laughable. 
A recent Christian video, for example, uses animation to turn biblical depictions of the pain of violence into cartoons on the level of Roadrunner and Coyote. When my kids viewed the video’s depiction of the man on the road to Jericho being beat up, they thought it was funny. The production itself turned violence into slapstick. They were supposed to laugh, despite the intention of the original Author. In this case the medium — an animated cartoon on video — reshaped the message and miscommunicated the Bible’s meaning.  

Everywhere, on all sides, the pressure mounts to conform to the onslaught of visual media. To compete with the powerful visuals of the electronic show, print media are trying to adapt. We see shorter articles, bigger type, more white space, action photos, and computer-enhanced design. Bibles must be simplified — even for adults. To get any attention at all, reading material must become what it is not, trying to match TV’s sound-bites for brevity and its flashy imagery for visual appeal. 

On these terms, reading material doesn’t stand much of a chance. After all, behind that shiny hologram on the Bible cover, one still must deal with all those laws in Leviticus and complicated passages in Romans. Who can make it through that stuff anymore? 

It is ironic indeed that despite the impressive array of excellent study Bibles, commentaries, dictionaries, and other helps available to us, as a group we could not answer even the simplest questions about the Bible when George Barna’s researchers interviewed us. If we honestly look at the results that matter, not merely annual sales figures and units moved, we have to admit that something has gone wrong. Biblical illiteracy is a problem among born-again believers, people who have been reached but now spend more time watching the Show than reading the Book.
So what is a culturally relevant ministry to do? Switch to a shorter, easier, faster version of everything? Admit that in the age of the 3.5-second attention span the One-Minute Bible just takes too long? Get over our outdated obsession with black marks on flattened, dried-out wood pulp and start producing 24-hour-a-day Christian MTV? 

How does a religion based on a substantial amount of content from a book survive in this environment? Increasingly, it survives in a reduced form — less to know, but more to see and feel and experience. This shorter, easier, faster Christianity is a diminished Christianity. 

Will the show go on? Will we continue to fall all over ourselves in the rush to inject some values into the latest electronic medium? Unfortunately, we seem to be well on our way to Virtual Christianity. Given our history of adoring technology, of falling under its spell like everyone else, we will soon see the Virtual Reality "Battle of Armageddon" Bible adventure game. How else will we reach the video game generation with the good news? 

And what could be more effective for evangelism than Virtual Bibleland? Who could possibly resist a gospel appeal after actually being there at the Crucifixion and hearing the Roman centurion say, "Surely this man was the Son of God!"? But perhaps we will only get Virtual Conversions — thrilling, moving, exciting — but not quite real when the machine gets turned off.

Can we stop and think before our Christianity becomes virtual and our faith becomes less than real?

I am not advocating a mindless fear of the new and strange, like some 1940s fundamentalist Christian condemning motion picture technology to hell. By now we have had some experience with various electronic and visual media. It’s time for a tough, hard look at their real-life effects and lasting impact. Although it goes against the grain of our instincts as American evangelicals, perhaps we should rethink our participation in the Big Show. 

First, when we do decide that a particular technology is appropriate for our use, we must still be frank with ourselves about its strengths and its weaknesses. What are the biases of this new technology? What distortions of Christianity might this medium foster? Our televangelists, for instance, apparently did not stop to think what their television techniques would do to the message they brought. In contrast, we must commit to using new methods thoughtfully, critically, and carefully. 

Second, more time, energy, and resources must be put into efforts to move people beyond the artificial life offered by new technologies to the authentic life of following Jesus in the real world. This authentic life involves knowing His Word and living His ways. 

The experiences produced by the new technologies are addicting. Everyone is "wowed" by them. But hypnotized videots cannot relate very significantly with others, nor experience much of God’s full creation. Real social interaction and group experiences are decreasing in our culture as more and more people enjoy their own isolated experience of the show. 
Attempting to "redeem" video games, television, and personal computers by adding moralistic content is not going to change that.

We talk fervently about "reaching people," about bringing the good news to a new generation that doesn’t read books or listen to long sermons. But do we really think that once we’ve contributed to their ongoing entertainment, albeit with the gospel, they will willingly and easily turn into reflective Christians that meditate on God’s written Word? What steps are we taking to make sure this happens? 

In fact, it is not happening. Maybe the way we are reaching people has something to do with the kind of Christians they are becoming. Our all-consuming drive for "relevance," revealed especially in our embrace of entertainment, has not produced disciples of Jesus so much as shallow fun-seekers. 

Evangelical Christians rightly seek to "reach people where they are" — even in the entertaining world of the techno-show. The question today is whether we are content to leave people where we reach them. Even more perplexing is the question, "Have we ourselves comfortably settled in with them?" 

Real Christianity means we must live our lives, work out our relationships, raise our children, and fulfill our mission in real reality. It means getting to know our neighbors, playing outside with our kids, serving meals at our local street mission, or taking a walk with a friend to just talk. 
Evangelicals have done all they can to match the technical quality of the Big Show, while making sure the fun is good fun. But it’s time to offer something more. The frenetic pace of the electronic media produces restlessness and disquiet. Too often what we’re left with, even after the values-added versions, is mere agitation. The Bible causes us to realize that God’s salvation brings rest and peace. As one of the Reformation catechisms (the Heidelberger) reminds us, we can "begin already in this life the eternal Sabbath." How truly refreshing it would be to our frantic world if we fulfilled our role as agents of this rest, of God’s shalom, rather than merely imitating the agitators.

God has revealed Himself as the Word. He came and walked among us in the flesh. For real. He is a majestic God whose profound depths we can never fully communicate to the world. But we can take the time to pass on what we know faithfully. Our current temptation is to reduce Him to the slick, the silly, and finally, the unreal. It doesn’t have to be this way. We don’t have to settle for Virtual Christianity.

Glenn R. Paauw is product development manager for International Bible Society, Colorado Springs, CO and an elder at Covenant Presbyterian Church. This article first appeared in the Fall 1995 issue of the Christian Research Journal.

Are all miracles from God?
http://www.inplainsite.org/html/word_of_faith.html#WOF-01
This brings us to the Million Dollar Question... Is God the only one that can heal? Or do Satan and his demons use healing as yet another means to fool people and perhaps, in many cases, lure them over to their side. Apparently too many Christians, to their detriment, ignore the words of our Lord in Matthew 24:24

“For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect—if that were possible”.

In other words, “It's not a question of counterfeit versus real; Satan's miracles are not counterfeits any more than foreign currency is a counterfeit of our own currency. Counterfeit "miracles" are those feats of legerdemain performed by professional magicians, and charlatans who create ruses to bilk people out of money. A miracle from the spirit realm is genuine, whether from God or Satan. Satan's healings are not illusory; they are real. That's what makes them dangerous. The reason people believe teachings when they are accompanied by signs and wonders is that they don't believe Satan or his demons can perform genuine miracles. Therefore they think that any teaching accompanied by signs and wonders must be from God. [1] 

I watched the following videos on EndTimesDeception.com, which introduced them with the following words.

“Are all miracles from God, or is there a beautiful side of evil? The blind see, the deaf hear, and the lame walk. Is God always behind such miracles or can there be another source? This is a true account of a young woman who, while in search of spiritual truth, became a personal assistant to a psychic surgeon in Mexico for 14 months. Then, in answer to her prayers, God revealed the true source behind the miraculous healings she witnessed. Lifting the veil of deception, He allowed her to see the evil behind the outward appearance of beauty and holiness. Johanna Michaelsen reveals how this deadly deception is not isolated to her unusual experience but rather is invading our everyday lives, even our churches.

This book, The Beautiful Side of Evil by Johanna Michaelson is an extraordinary story about Johanna’s involvement in the occult and how she learned to distinguish between the beautiful side of evil and the true way of the Lord.

I’ve posted below some YouTube videos with Johanna sharing her experiences. God brought this woman to my remembrance this morning and reminded me of her book that I owned back when my children were young. I firmly believe you should have a copy in your library. Johanna witnessed miracles being done that rival if not surpass what we’re seeing in Lakeland with Todd Bentley. Not one that Johanna witnessed was done by the power of the risen Christ, Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

We have to remember that evil can be so well disguised that even the very elect (that would be you and I saint) are in danger of being fooled.” 

(Johanna Michaelson is talking to Dave Hunt and John Ankerberg)

[1] Albert Dager. An Examination of Kingdom Theology. http://www.apologeticsindex.org/l02.html 
Norman Vincent Peale and Guideposts magazine
http://www.inplainsite.org/html/norman_vincent_peale.html 
INTRODUCTION
Norman Vincent Peale died on Christmas Eve, 1993, at the age of 95. He was one of the most popular preachers of the twentieth century. His famous book The Power of Positive Thinking has sold almost 20 million copies in 41 languages. It was on the United States best-seller list for a full year following its publication in 1952 and has been in print continuously ever since. Peale pastored the Marble Collegiate Church, a Reformed Church in America congregation in New York City, from 1932 until 1984. At the time of his retirement the church had 5,000 members, and tourists lined up around the block to hear Peale preach. For 54 years Peale’s weekly radio program, The Art of Living, was broadcast on NBC. His sermons were mailed to 750,000 people a month. His popular Guidepost magazine has a circulation of more than 4.5 million, the largest for any religious publication. His life was the subject of a 1964 movie, One Man’s Way. 
 

THE FATHER OF POSITIVE-THINKING SELF-ESTEEMISM
Peale - the father of the positive-thinking, self-esteem gospel, an unholy mixture of humanistic psychology, eastern religion, and the Bible that has almost taken over the Christian world and has even made deep inroads into fundamentalist churches.

In 1937 Peale and psychiatrist Smiley Blanton established a counseling clinic in the basement of the Marble Collegiate Church. Blanton had undergone extended analysis by Freud in Vienna in 1929, 1935, 1936, and 1937. The clinic was described as having “a theoretical base that was Jungian, with strong evidence of neo- and post-Freudianism” (Carol V.R. George, God’s Salesman: Norman Vincent Peale and the Power of Positive Thinking, Oxford, 1993, p. 90).

In 1951 the clinic became known as the American Foundation for Religion and Psychiatry, and in 1972 it merged with the Academy of Religion and Mental Health to form the Institutes of Religion and Health (IRH). Peale remained affiliated with the IRH as president of the board and chief fund raiser.

In 1952 Peale published his famous book on positive thinking, becoming the father of a wretched syncretistic doctrine that has flooded Christianity. Robert Schuller, pastor of the Crystal Cathedral in California, has patterned his ministry after Peale and has been called “the Norman Vincent Peale of the West.” Schuller is also in the Reformed Church in America. 


POSITIVE IMAGING
Peale also was a promoter of the idea of “positive imaging” which has become popular in many charismatic circles. Peale’s latter years were dedicated particularly to giving motivational talks to secular businesses. He was paid fees of $5,000 to $10,000 by companies who were seeking his services to help them make more money by his positive confession methodologies.

For example, a group of Merrill Lynch real estate associates gave Peale a standing ovation after he told them this:

“There is a deep tendency in human nature ultimately to become precisely what you visualize yourself as being. If you see yourself as tense and nervous and frustrated, if that is your image of yourself, that assuredly is what you will be. If you see yourself as inferior in any way, and you hold that image in your conscious mind, it will presently by the process of intellectual osmosis sink into the unconscious, and you will be what you visualize.

“If, on the contrary, you see yourself as organized, controlled, studious, a thinker, a worker, believing in your talent and ability and yourself, over a period of time, that is what you will become.

“Now, you may believe that this is all theoretical. But I believe, and I’ve tested it out in so many cases that I’m sure of its validity, that if a person has a business and images that business at a certain level and fights off his doubts ... it will come out that way--all because of the power of the positive image” (Jeanne Pugh, “The Eternal Optimist,” St. Petersburg Times, St. Petersburg, Florida, Religion Section, June 8, 1985). 

This is a New Age doctrine and practice. Man, allegedly, has the power within himself, or the ability to tap into a higher power within himself, to accomplish whatever he desires by learning how to visualize it into reality.

In his 1987 book Positive Imaging, Peale said:

“Imaging consists of vividly picturing in your conscious mind, a desired goal or objective, and holding that image until it sinks into your unconscious mind, where IT RELEASES GREAT, UNTAPPED ENERGIES” (p. 7).

“There is a powerful and mysterious force in human nature that is capable of bringing about dramatic improvement in our lives. It is a kind of mental engineering... So powerful is the imaging effect on thought and performance that a long-held visualization of an objective or goal can become determinative. ...In imaging, one does not merely think about a hoped-for goal; one ‘sees’ or visualizes it with tremendous intensity, reinforced by prayer. Imaging is a kind of LASER BEAM OF THE IMAGINATION, A SHAFT OF MENTAL ENERGY in which the desired goal of outcome is pictured so vividly by the conscious mind that the unconscious mind accepts it and is activated by it. THIS RELEASES POWERFUL INTERNAL FORCES that can bring about astonishing changes...” (pp. 9, 10)
Peale gives dozens of testimonies of people who used positive imaging and visualization to heal diseases, build large corporations, obtain business promotions, improve marriages, pay off debts, create a more healthy personality, build large churches, you name it. Peale describes how that he used imaging techniques in his second church when the attendance was low:

“I visualized that pew full, and all the other pews full, and the church filled to capacity. I held that image in my mind. ... And the day came when the image became a reality” (p. 25). 

He tells of a woman who went to a pastor distraught about her husband. He was irritable, full of tension, unable to progress in his business, sleepless. The pastor, John Ellis Large, author of God is Able and a man that Peale describes as “a former colleague of mine,” asked her what time of the night her husband slept the most soundly. She replied that “by five o’clock in the morning he is in deep sleep.” He then gave her the following advice:

“At five o’clock every morning you get up and sit by your husband and pray for him. Believe that God is there by your husband’s side, actually present with you and with him. IMAGE YOUR HUSBAND AS A WHOLE MAN--happy, controlled, organized and well. Hold that thought intensely. Think of your prayers as reaching his unconscious mind. At that time in the morning his conscious mind is not resisting and YOU CAN GET AN IDEA INTO HIS UNCONSCIOUS. Visualize him as kindly, cooperative, happy, creative and enthusiastic” (p. 37). 

You guessed it. After practicing this visualization technique for several weeks the man’s personality allegedly changed and he got a promotion!

This is not biblical praying. It is occultic. To pray to God and ask Him to do something is one thing, but to try to create something by visualizing it and “speaking into” another person’s unconscious mind and forcing it into reality through “holding the image,” is occultic and is entertaining demons unawares. The God of Norman Vincent Peale was a God that was available to empower me to live out my own dream.

Peale advised the members of his congregation:

“When you leave the church, visualize Him walking out with you, strong, compassionate, protective, understanding” (p. 38). 

Observe that the God that Peale taught people to imagine is not holy and is not to be feared. 


THE POWER OF GOD WITHIN ALL MEN
Peale taught people that they could tap into the power of God within, and he said this indiscriminately to everyone and made no important distinction between the saved and the lost. I have never read a clear statement in Peale’s books of how to be born again in a biblical fashion, yet Jesus Christ solemnly said: “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3).

In the introduction to the book Discovering the Power of Positive Thinking, Peale’s daughter, Ruth Stafford, says:

“[My father’s] faith led him to the conviction that GOD HAD PLACED A PORTION OF HIS POWER IN ALL OF US. My father reasoned, if this was the case, then each of us was capable of doing great things. ... The overall message of Discovering the Power of Positive Thinking is simply this: If you believe that THE POWER OF GOD WITHIN YOU is equal to any of life’s difficulties, then a rewarding life will be yours. This belief inspired the bestseller, The Power of Positive Thinking” (pp. 5, 6). 

This is a universalistic view that man is not estranged from God and has God living within him. It is akin to the New Age doctrine of human divinity.  


MANY “CONVERSIONS”
As could be expected, Peale’s own testimony of salvation was not clear. He claimed to have had a number of “conversion” experiences. When he was a boy, Peale’s father instructed him to pray for renewed faith and trust in God and “to get converted” once again. The doctrine of the once-for-all new birth was muddled by this type of teaching. Peale claimed to have had another conversion experience in England in 1934. He said he “prayed aloud, confessing his weaknesses and surrendering himself to the Lord,” and immediately he felt “warm all over” (George, p. 82). Peale also described conversions during a Graham crusade in 1957 and while watching Rex Humbard on television.

In an interview with religious news writer John Sherrill, Peale testified: 

“I have accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as my personal Savior. I mean that I believe my sins are forgiven by the atoning work of grace on the cross. ... Now I’ll tell you something else. ... I personally love and understand this way of stating the Christian gospel. But I am absolutely and thoroughly convinced that it is my mission never to use this language in trying to communicate with the audience that God has given me” (Christianity Today, June 21, 1993).

One problem with this testimony is that Peale had the habit of redefining biblical terms. What did he mean atoning work, by grace, by the cross?

Second, as we will see, Christ worshipped a false christ of his own imagination, and it is impossible to be saved by a false christ.

Third, the fact that Peale said God did not call him to express the gospel this way shows his rebellion to the Word of God. There are not multiple ways of stating the gospel! There is only one way, the Bible way. Any other way of stating the gospel is a false gospel and is cursed of God. The “atoning work of the grace of the cross” is exactly how the Bible describes salvation, and those are the types of terms we should use, as well.

We don’t know what Peale’s spiritual condition was when he died, and we hope that he was born again, but if Peale had been truly converted, we believe the Holy Spirit would have brought him to repentance for his modernistic, New Age thinking. “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth...” (John 16:13). 


INFLUENCED BY A LIBERAL EDUCATION
Peale was reared in a Methodist home, the son of a Methodist preacher. Though we do not know how sound his father’s faith was, we do know that his parents encouraged him to attend schools which were hotbeds of liberalism. Peale’s modernism was nurtured at liberal Methodist schools--Ohio Wesleyan University and Boston University School of Theology. 
In a sympathetic biography, God’s Salesman, author Carol V.R. George devotes an entire chapter to “Learning the Lessons of Liberalism.” George describes Peale’s education:

“... He was guided by his professor of English literature, William E. Smyser, to works by Emerson and the Meditations of Marcus Aurelius for a sympathetic unfolding of the power of the individual mind. ... Peale’s discovery of James and EMERSON, and to a lesser extent Marcus Aurelius, acquired in the atmosphere of romantic idealism that seemed to flourish on the Methodist campus, EVENTUALLY BECAME PART OF HIS MENTAL EQUIPMENT AND THEN A LIFETIME FASCINATION. He would soon encounter the EMERSON OF TRANSCENDENTALISM again in seminary as a shaping force in liberal theology. ...“Peale’s course of study at seminary was therefore a mixture of theology, philosophy, and social science, of THE MYSTICISM OF PERSONALISM and the activism and ethics of the social gospel. It became another means for nurturing A METAPHYSICAL SUBJECTIVISM that had been planted in his religious outlook in his earlier days....

“When he left seminary he described himself as a liberal ... in any conflict with fundamentalists his spontaneous reaction was to side with the modernists” (George, pp. 36-37, 49- 52). 

These remarks are very telling. Peale’s faith was mystical and metaphysical. This is New Age. He was powerfully influenced by Ralph Waldo Emerson. Emerson was a Unitarian minister who fashioned a religious philosophy that attempted to synthesize pagan religions such as Hinduism, Confucianism, and Zoroastrianism, with Christianity. He held to such heresies and pagan doctrines as the fatherhood of God, the divinity of man, the unity of religions, and man is one with God and has no need of atonement.
**********************

See Roots of Evil: While the majority of people may be unable to define New Thought, hundreds of thousands are increasingly becoming influenced by it, since it is the cornerstone for most of the formulas for happy and successful living. Reduced it to its essentials, New Thought very simply believes that your thoughts play a crucial role in the kind of life you experience.  It is unlikely that many Christians are aware of the common roots of some popular beliefs in the church and the New Thought beliefs without. From Clement Stone’s Positive Mental Attitude to Robert Schuller’s Possibility Thinking and Oral Roberts’ seed-faith principles, they all stem from common sources. 
**********************

In his 1841 essay “The Over-Soul,” Emerson wrote: “... within man is the soul of the whole; the wise silence; the universal beauty, to which every part and particle is equally related; the eternal One. ... there is no bar or wall in the soul where man, the effect, ceases, and God, the cause, begins” (Emerson, The Over-Soul). Thus, Emerson taught that man’s soul is God and God is man’s soul.

(e) In his message to the Phi Beta Kappa society at Harvard in 1837, entitled “The American Scholar,” Emerson exhorted scholars to free themselves of tradition (such as the Bible) and to maintain a “self-trust.” This is pure New Age heresy.

Parents who send their children to liberal schools and who stay in denominations which allow room for modernists and who continue to support the denominational institutions by their tithes and offerings should not be surprised when their children become apostate or at least weakened in faith. 


TICKLING THE EARS OF AN APOSTATE GENERATION 
Peale’s first pastorate after graduation from seminary was at the King’s Highway Methodist Church in Brooklyn, New York. His populistic, positive message gain instant acclaim: “In the three years he was at King’s Highway, between 1924 and 1927, the church experienced phenomenal growth, increasing from just over a hundred members when he arrived to nearly 900 when he left...” (George, p. 56)
Peale’s biographer notes, “His message was already assuming the contours it would retain; it was a theologically liberal, inspirational talk that emphasized the transforming result of a relationship with Jesus and with the church” (George, p. 57).

The problem was that Peale’s Jesus was the not the Jesus of the Bible, but the Jesus of his own creation. Peale’s Jesus was a Jesus that did not condemn sin; a Jesus that was not born of a virgin; a Jesus that was not the eternal God; a Jesus that did not die and shed His blood for man’s sin.

Peale used the fundamentalist’s vocabulary, but he used the modernist’s dictionary. This is why so many were deceived by the man. Peale’s god was not the God of the Bible, but the god of self. His faith was not faith in the Jesus Christ of the Bible, but faith in faith. His gospel was not the gospel of repentance from sin and faith in the blood of Jesus Christ, but a gospel of self-esteem, self-help, and self-recovery. 


PEALE AND THE EVANGELICAL WORLD
In the 1950s Peale was labeled a heretic by the evangelical world. For example, an article in Christianity Today, November 11, 1957, said, “Peale speaks much of faith, but it is not faith in God, but ‘faith in faith,’ which means in your capacities. ... This is neither religion, moralism, or anything more than self-help baptized with a sprinkling of devout-plus-medical phrases. For those who believe in the God of Scripture, the reality of vitality of good and evil, and the grace of God unto salvation, there is nothing here but the frenzy of a guilty life and the misery of creeping death.”

The May 1, 1955, issue of United Evangelical Action, noted with wise and courageous insight:

“Unless one is deeply discerning it will not be noticed that Peale has caricatured God, ignored sin and its needed repentance. Norman Vincent Peale’s philosophy is so high-sounding, so full of secondary gospel truth, that millions of his patrons fail to see that the basic redemptive truth of the gospel is completely ignored. Unless one is deeply discerning it will not be noticed that Peale has caricatured God, ignored sin and its needed repentance. Peale presents a very convenient God who is a sort of ‘glorified bellboy.’”  
As the years passed, Peale did not change but evangelicalism did. Peale remained the same heretic he always was, while evangelicalism became increasingly apostate and blind so that in recent decades Peale has been widely hailed as a man of God.

Billy Graham helped raise Peale’s status in the evangelical world by inviting him to give the benediction at a crusade in New York in 1956. At a National Council of Churches luncheon on December 6, 1966, Graham said, 

“I don’t know anyone who has done more for the kingdom of God than Norman and Ruth Peale, or have meant any more in my life--the encouragement they have given me” (Hayes Minnick, Bible for Today publication #565, p. 28).

Peale’s wife, Ruth, was a member of the Board of Managers of the American Bible Society (ABS). Peale addressed the 171st annual meeting of the American Bible Society in New York on May 14, 1987. In the announcement for this event, the ABS described Peale as “an author who has inspired millions of his fellow human beings the world over to think ‘positively,’ an uplifting radio and TV personality, and for more than 60 years, a preacher of the Gospel of Christ truly filled with the Holy Spirit” (Christian News, Feb. 16, 1987).

In 1988, Eternity magazine, which has a stated goal of helping “believers in America and elsewhere develop a genuinely Christian mindset,” was taken over by Peale’s Foundation for Christian Living. Well-known evangelical leader James M. Boice, editor of Eternity, wrote a glowing report of the merger which he entitled “An Exciting Milestone.” Boice gave no warning about Peale’s modernism. (By the end of that year, Eternity had ceased to exist.)

The National Religious Broadcasters presented Peale with an Award of Merit.

Eric Fellman, one-time editor of Moody Monthly, resigned in 1985 to become editor-in-chief of Peale’s Foundation for Christian Living, and Moody continued to print articles by Fellman.

Fuller Theological Seminary offers a Norman Vincent Peale Scholarship in recognition of the supposed “outstanding ministry” of this apostate (The Fundamentalist Digest, Sept.-Oct. 1992).

In a review of a biography on Peale, Christianity Today said this of the positive thinker. Observe how dramatically the thinking of Christianity Today had changed since 1957:

“Norman Vincent Peale is a devout Christian, who injected vitality into a church that was losing touch with ordinary Americans--with the salesmen and housewives and schoolteachers who found him so inspirational. Peale spoke their language, much as televangelists and megachurch pastors who followed him have done. But did he pay too high a price to connect?” (Christianity Today, June 21, 1993, pp. 35-36). 

This is the typical new-evangelical hallmark of tiptoeing around the hard issues. Unwilling to come out negatively against heresy, Christianity Today merely throws out a mild question for its readers to answer themselves rather than make a plain statement that Peale was an apostate.

Many were deceived by Peale’s winsomeness and his use of Bible terminology. Guideposts magazine goes into the homes of many Bible-believing Christians who are unaware of Peale’s heresies and who do not have pastors brave enough or well-informed enough to warn plainly of heretics. None of the popular Christian publications are willing to lift a voice of clear warning today of the Peales and Schullers and Chos of our time. 


PEALE’S THEOLOGICAL MODERNISM, RELIGIOUS SYNCRETISM, AND UNIVERSALISM
Though Peale rarely spoke in clear theological terms, he did on occasion openly deny the Christian faith. In an interview with Phil Donahue in 1984, Peale said: “It’s not necessary to be born again. You have your way to God; I have mine. I found eternal peace in a Shinto shrine. ... I’ve been to the Shinto shrines, and God is everywhere.” Donahue exclaimed, “But you’re a Christian minister; you’re supposed to tell me that Christ is the Way and the Truth and the Life, aren’t you?” Peale replied, “Christ is one of the ways! God is everywhere.” Peale told Donahue that when he got to “the Pearly Gates”, “St. Peter” would say, “I like Phil Donahue; let him in!” Mr. Peale gave comfort to some in the audience who believed that “just so we think good thoughts” and “just so we do good, we believe we’ll get to heaven” (Hugh Pyle, Sword of the Lord, Dec. 14, 1984). [Also See Christian Exclusivism]
Peale was a Mason and served as Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge of New York City and Imperial Grand Chaplain of the Shrine. On September 30, 1991, he was inducted into the Scottish Rite Hall of Honor, and his oil portrait hangs in the House of the Washington D.C. Temple (The Berean Call, Oct. 1992).

In an article that appeared in the Masonic Scottish Rite Journal in February 1993, Peale said:

“My grandfather was a Mason for 50 years, my father for 50 years, and I have been a Mason for over 60 years. This means my tie with Freemasonry extends back to 1869 when my grandfather joined the Masons. ... Freemasonry does not promote any one religious creed. All Masons believe in the Deity without reservation. However, Masonry makes no demands as to how a member thinks of the Great Architect of the Universe. ... men of different religions meet in fellowship and brotherhood under the fatherhood of God.” 

This is a true description of Masonry, of course, but it is strictly contrary to Christ’s exclusive claims as the only way to God and the only Savior (John 14:6; Acts 4:12), and flies in the face of such Bible demands as 2 Corinthians 6:14-18:

“Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? Or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? ... Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you.” 

See The Masonic Lodge
********************************

Freemasons celebrate Ruth Peale’s birthday 
The Scottish Rite Journal [online] published by the Supreme Council, 33°, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry of the Southern Jurisdiction, USA carried an article on December 2002 on a ‘Current Interest’ page.  Under the heading Peale Anniversaries Celebrated, it said…

“On September 20, 2002, Grand Commander C. Fred Kleinknecht, 33°, and his wife, Gene, were pleased to join a large assemblage of special guests celebrating the 96th birthday of Ruth Stafford Peale and the 50th anniversary of Illustrious Norman Vincent Peale's famous book The Power of Positive Thinking… celebrated actor James Earl Jones, as the evening's keynote speaker, enhanced his eloquent comments by reading excerpts from The Power of Positive Thinking; and the award-winning violinist Stephen Clapp gave a richly deserved tribute to Ruth Stafford Peale, Co-Founder and Chairman of Guideposts, a ministry of inspirational products and services developed from the belief that people's lives can be improved, strengthened, and deepened through applied spiritual faith. Mrs. Peale was instrumental in launching Guideposts magazine in 1945, and she also arranged for publication of her husband's sermons in an innovative program that grew into the world-renowned Peale Center for Christian Living.
In 1987, recognizing his lifelong support of Freemasonry and American values, Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, 33°, received the Grand Cross, the highest honor that can be bestowed by the Supreme Council, 33°. In 1992, Dr. Peale's portrait was received into the Scottish Rite Hall of Honor in the House of the Temple” [Source]

In A Life Of Faith And Love Remembering Norman Vincent Peale, Ruth Stafford Peale said of her husband 

Being a Freemason was an important part of the life of Norman Vincent Peale, and the Scottish Rite meant a great deal to him. He passed away on December 24, 1993, but I am keeping his message flowing out through both Peale Center and Guideposts magazine. [http://beyond-the-illusion.com/files/Occult/Masonry/scottish_rite_journal-0995.txt]

********************************

In a July 22, 1983, interview with USA Today, Peale was asked, “Do you think herpes and AIDS is God’s punishment of homosexuals and the promiscuous?” Peale responded, “I don’t believe God spends his time revenging himself on people. These things come about because of scientific methodology. God is too big to spend his time in revenge.” 
In the same interview Peale said, “The church should be in the forefront of everything that is related to human welfare because the church is supposed to be the spiritual home of mankind and it ought to take care of all of God’s children.”

In an interview with Modern Maturity magazine, December-January 1975-76, Peale was asked if people are inherently good or bad. He replied:

“They are inherently good--the bad reactions aren’t basic. Every human being is a child of God and has more good in him than evil--but circumstances and associates can step up the bad and reduce the good. I’ve got great faith in the essential fairness and decency--you may say goodness--of the human being.” 

In the same interview Peale said regarding Christ, “I like to describe him as ... the nearest thing to God...”

In 1980 Peale attended a dinner honoring the 85th birthday of Spencer Kimball, president of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints--the Mormons.

Peale endorsed the use of New Age occultic automatic writing: Speaking of Jane Palzere and Anna Brown, co-authors of The Jesus Letters, which professes to be the product of automatic writing under the inspiration of Jesus Christ, Peale said: “What a wonderful gift to all of us from you is your book, The Jesus Letters ... You will bless many by this truly inspired book. ... It little matters if these writings come from Jesus of Nazareth or Jesus of Jane [Jane Palzere] they are all the same consciousness and that consciousness is God. I am a part of God, and Jane and Anna are part of that same God” (advertisement for The Jesus Letters and Your Healing Spirit).

The advertisement quoted above gives this information about the automatic writing recommended by Peale:

“Initial contact from the entity was made with Palzere on February 3, 1978, when she was sitting at her desk in Newington, Connecticut writing a philosophy of healing for a course she was taking. `My hand began to write “You will be the channel for the writing of a book," she explains. From then on, one message came each day. Palzere reports that `they would be preceded by a tremor in my hand, would come without hesitation and would end when the message was completed.’“ 

In this strange book the supposed Jesus channeled by Palzere and Brown says, “God does not see evil; He sees only souls at different levels of awareness.”

Of this unscriptural nonsense, Peale gave the following frightful testimony:

“I found myself fascinated, deeply moved and having the feeling that he [the ‘Jesus’ of The Jesus Letters] was also speaking to me as I read” (Ibid.). 

Peale was deeply moved by the New Age teaching of a demon masquerading as Jesus.

  

Guideposts Magazine… "Christian" or New Age?
Biblical Discernment Ministries
In 1945, Norman Vincent Peale and his wife started Guideposts magazine; its circulation now tops 5 million, the largest of any religious magazine. In the "Welcome to Guideposts!: Guideposts Subscriber Service Directory" (2/92), we are told that Guideposts contains every month "true stories and step-by-step articles that point the way to a richer and fuller life." And "if you want extra help for spiritual growth ... you can find it in inspirational books available from Guideposts by favorite authors like James Dobson [religious humanist/behavioristic psychologist], Marjorie Holmes ["Biblical" romantic novelist], and Norman Vincent Peale [New Ager and founder/publisher of Guideposts]!" (See below for a description of an article typical of one that Guideposts would consider as pointing the reader to "a richer and fuller life.")
Besides the regular monthly Guideposts magazine, the organization offers a prayer request phone line (10,000 calls yearly); a special edition of Guideposts for the visually impaired (350,000 circulation); free issues of Guideposts to non-profit organizations (250,000 circulation); a daily inspirational message phone line available in 27 metropolitan areas; a daily devotional booklet called Daily Guideposts; and Guideposts for Kids, a bimonthly publication featuring stories, puzzles, trivia, and comics. 

-  In "About Your Subscription to Guideposts" (1/96), we are again told that Guideposts' purpose is "to inspire you toward richer, fuller lives." New subscribers were also sent Guideposts' Fall/Holiday book catalog. Among the numerous psychologically-oriented offerings were Carder, Cloud, Townsend's, et al. best-selling book on so-called repressed memories, Secrets of Your Family Tree: Forgiving Our Parents, Forgiving Ourselves (p. 7); Norman Vincent Peale's New Age prayer book, Prayer Can Change Your Life (p. 9); and Minirth, Meier, and Hemfelt's codependency manual, Love Is A Choice: Recovery for Codependent Relationships (p. 18). 

Norman Vincent Peale is perhaps the most widely read author of "positive thinking" and of the role of the "subconscious/unconscious" mind. By the time Peale wrote The Positive Power of Jesus Christ in 1980, he had already influenced millions through 24 books, Guideposts magazine, and Plus: The Magazine of Positive Thinking. One does not have to look far to discover the true source of Peale's theology. Peale once wrote the foreword to a psychic's book. He has also endorsed The Jesus Letters, written by two Connecticut women who claim to have made contact with a communicating entity self-identified as Jesus of Nazareth. Peale said of this occultic automatic writing: "It little matters if these writings come from Jesus of Nazareth or Jesus of Jane [co-author Jane Palzere], they are all the same consciousness and that consciousness is God. I am a part of God, and Jane [is] part of that same God." 

 Some people think that Guideposts magazine has only harmless, innocuous stories that make you feel good. That this is not the case can be illustrated by the December 1988 issue of Guideposts. This issue contained an article that not only explained visualization as a technique for healing (when, in actuality, it is an occult practice that can lead to demonic contact), but also offered a different gospel as an answer for the question as to whether there can be assurance of going to heaven.

In the story "The Promise," the writer shares that she uses "positive mental imagery to help clients find healing." Of one patient we read, "Gloria and I experimented with various meditations and visualizations that would help her envision God's love and healing being released into her life. Inviting a healing image into the mind can have a powerful effect on the body and Gloria and I kept searching for the one just right for her." By using a "wing-horse meditation," Gloria would "travel to the imaginative garden to meet the reality of Christ's presence" who gives her "living water." As the story continues, Gloria's condition worsens, but she assures the writer that "When I die, I'm going to be your best guardian angel, Nikki. I'll still be around; you'll see."

Gloria does die, but the crux of the story is the struggle of the writer, trying to find assurance of heaven and life after death. That assurance comes the morning following Gloria's death. Nikki has an experience of being visited by "my friend Gloria" and then finds out that her son was visited as well. The writer concludes her story with the statement, "I still marvel at the glimpse of another reality which God granted Colin and me that Christmas. I only know I found the assurance I had longed for all my life -- that death is merely a portal into another dimension, a heavenly dimension which brims with beauty and life and the radiant presence of Christ." (Reported in the CIB Bulletin)
-  Guideposts has for years published through Guideposts magazine and various book offerings speculative stories about miracle-working angels. This has now been formalized with a new magazine, Angels on Earth. Guideposts promos this bimonthly magazine as follows: 

"Come and meet angels on earth sense their mysterious presence feel their benevolent influences experience the brilliant light of their angelic glory. Our newest family member ANGELS ON EARTH magazine presents stories of angels and angelic people on earth in a profoundly mysterious way; yet, radiates faith-affirming hope. Let us bring you the stories of the miracles they perform, and the lives they touch. Welcome their presence into your own life today." ("About Your Subscription to Guideposts" brochure, 1/96) 
-  With new subscriptions to Guideposts, subscribers are sent an 11-page booklet titled, "Guideposts Magazine Presents Norman Vincent Peale: Expect a Miracle -- Make Miracles Happen" (1974 by Guideposts Associates, Inc., sent with new subscription, 2/92 & 1/96). The following quotes are a clear indication of the New Age/occultism still being passed-off by Guideposts and its supporters: (Underlined emphases below are added.) 

-  Guideposts is a monthly magazine of true inspirational stories, telling how men and women of all religious faiths are overcoming the everyday problems of modern living and finding new happiness in their personal and business lives through the power of their beliefs.

-  the miracle principle ... learn its secret and how to put it into practice. ... Expect a miracle -- make miracles happen.

-  Always think of the best. Never think of the worst. And if the worst invades your consciousness, think of it in terms of how to make it the best. What you think habitually will tend to happen.. What we send out mentally and spiritually will return to us. We become what we are in our thoughts.

-  Read the dictionary and you will find that a miracle is defined as some great and wonderful quality that can be brought to pass.

-  The great people of the world are miracle makers.

-  62nd Psalm: "Wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from Him." Expect great things from God and you will receive great things from God. This is the basic principle known as the miracle principle.
-  How then, can one go about expecting miracles and causing miracles to happen? The No. 1 thing is to have a tremendous faith, a deep faith, a faith that is so positively strong that it rises above doubt ... if you train yourself to have faith in depth, it will release an astonishing power in your life to produce miracles.

-  Get your faith strengthened and you will see miracles happening. Indeed you will experience miracles.

-  There is another factor necessary in expecting miracles. You must get off the wrongness beam and on to the rightness beam. We cannot expect miracles or wonderful things to happen when we ourselves are wrong -- when we are acting wrong, thinking wrong and when we are motivated by a wrong psychology.

-  So when you become right within yourself, you will find yourself turning on miracles. ... You Can If You Think You Can.
-  Isn't it wonderful that in one flashing moment of self-realization you can see yourself! I see that I've been my own worst enemy. I've been thinking wrong. I've been acting wrong. Therefore, everything has been going wrong. But now I see organized. Boy, with the help of the Lord, isn't life going to be great for me!"

-  experience proved again that when a person really gets aboard spiritual power and moves away from his weak, defeated self, things -- wonderful things -- really begin to happen. ... a radiant, tremendous, victorious spirit -- a creator of miracles.

-  that same wonderful thing can happen to anybody else who really will try for it. ... When Almighty God created you, He built into you the miracle principle. The question is, have you encouraged this miracle principle to emerge in action, to make you the great person you have the potential to be?

-  The human being is far greater than he thinks he is.

-  If this capacity to expand is built into a cow and into a hen, do you mean to tell me it isn't built into you also? Not to lay an egg -- I don't say that -- but to produce out of yourself wonderful things. Almighty God has crowded miracles into you. Why not let them come fourth, and live?

-  Those two devout parents believed in the perfectibility of human nature. They believed that a child is a child of God. They taught their children that if they followed God they could be what they wanted to be.

-  The Bible is full of miracles. ... Expect a miracle -- make miracles happen by believing in God, by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, by believing in your country and by believing in yourself. Always remember you are packed full of potential miracles put there by One who knows you better than anyone -- the good God, the Creator who made you.


A short P.S.
The following are excerpts from watchman.org’s article on Peale:
On March 28, 1980, Dr. Peale was the featured speaker at an 85th birthday dinner honoring Mormon prophet speaker Spencer W. Kimball. The official Mormon newspaper reported that Brigham Young University bestowed an honorary degree on Dr. Peale (Church News, February 9, 1980, p. 11).

Dave Hunt in The Seduction of Christianity documents on Page 152 that Peale was the guest on The Phil Donahue Show and "denied the necessity to be born again," (Transcript, October 23, 1984). Also Peale called the virgin birth `some theological idea' of no importance to salvation (Family Weekly, April 15, 1984, Cover Story).

In Guideposts one regularly finds cover stories and articles by people who do not profess Christianity, but relate how they overcame difficulties through some dependence of God. He has featured Ed Asner, New Age leaning Martin Sheen and Dr. George Ritchie as well as Mormon Dale Murphy.
New Thought

http://www.inplainsite.org/html/new_thought.html
By D.J. Quinn
New Thought as defined in the dictionary is a modern spiritual philosophy stressing the power of right thinking in a person's life, the idea that our thoughts and attitudes affect our experience and that God (or whatever other name a person might have for a Higher Power) is within the individual. New Thought is not new; it follows the same philosophies and fabrications that Satan has used to try and shake the foundations of the Church since the very dawn of the faith. It seeks to show a freedom of choice in religion, undermine the importance of the church, disprove the existence and very real personage of Lucifer, make heaven a “state of mind”, demonstrate God as being subject to our thoughts and finally (as always) remove any relevance to salvation from the death and resurrection of Christ.
The loosely organized movement that began with Phineas Parkhurst Quimby, an unschooled Maine clockmaker and inventor, who believed that he had rediscovered the lost healing methods of Jesus, eventually became known as New Thought. New Thought is the cornerstone for most of the formulas for happy and successful living. Reduced to its essentials, it very simply believes that your thoughts play a crucial role in the kind of life you experience, which is exactly what is being trumpeted from pulpits across the land.  Additionally Phineas Quimby’s metaphysical teachings influenced E.W. Kenyon, and it was E.W. Kenyon's teachings that in turn influenced Kenneth Hagin, known as the father of the Word/Faith movement. Tracing this unholy genealogy can be confusing. The chart on this page should make it a little easier, and prove enlightening. The Common Origins of Christian Science, New Thought, Unity School of Christianity and the Word-Faith movement...

What Is New Thought? 
“New Thought, as defined in the dictionary, is a modern spiritual philosophy stressing the power of right thinking in a person's life, the idea that our thoughts and attitudes affect our experience and that God (or whatever other name a person might have for a Higher Power) is within the individual.

New Thought is a logical and scientifically based understanding and method of changing our experience by changing our thinking. New Thought is simple and easy to learn. It has a tradition that reaches back over one hundred years and is founded on principles that embrace many of the world religious and spiritual practices spanning thousands of years.

New Thought recognizes that human beings function on many levels: that the individual is a mental, spiritual, emotional and physical being. In realizing our fullness, our wholeness and maximizing our potential we are, in essence, finding fulfillment… New Thought teaches people tools, which put us on the path to fulfillment. The natural extension of this fulfillment is that as an individual's life is better, their family's life is better, their community's life is better and this extends out across the planet”. (ANTN. Affiliated New Thought Network. www.newthought.org)
 

The Origins of New Thought:  New Thought originated in part with an unschooled Maine clockmaker and inventor named Phineas Parkhurst Quimby, who believed that he had rediscovered the lost healing methods of Jesus. The loosely organized movement that began with him eventually became known as New Thought, and consisted of a number of independently developed branches such as Unity, Religious Science, and Divine Science. (New Thought: A Practical American Spirituality by C. Alan Anderson and Deborah G. Whitehouse. Chapter 1). However there were other influential people in the progress of New Thought... 
 

Teachers: Two of the best known teachers of New Thought today are Mary Manin Morissey (Living Enrichment Center, Wilsonville Oregon) (on television every Sunday morning) and Della Reese… co-leader of the organization called Upchurch, who has been showcased as a Christian Minister. (See related article Touched by an Angel). 
  

New Thought and the Bible: New Thoughters superficially appears to be in tune with Christian doctrine by selectively quoting from the Bible, but a complete reading of the very Scriptures that they maintain forms their “primary textbook” would nullify all their claims. There is no intellectually honest way to carve up the documents according to ones own liking and philosophical preferences. There is overwhelming historical reliability of the extra-biblical and biblical source documents concerning the Bible and Jesus’ life. 
The simple question could be asked… Whose word is more reliable? Those closest to Jesus who, walked with Jesus, were eyewitnesses, who signed their testimonies with their lifeblood, or those (like Quimby) who are often two thousand years removed from the events and have absolutely nothing to back up any of their claims or teachings? 
A ‘Metaphysical’ interpretation of the Bible is little more than an excuse not to respond to the demands of its message, and is often based on preconceived theories, which are themselves unproven or unproveable.

The frequent references to Scripture to back arguments, and the effort to show Jesus to be one with New Thought doctrine is dangerously deceptive. The sheep’s clothing on the outside hides a deeper and more sinister wolf, one that without doubt needs to be kept as far as possible from the pulpits of Christ. Below I have taken some of New Thought’s fundamental beliefs and weighed them against that which the Bible preaches, showing beyond doubt that the two are not only incompatible but are in fact adversaries. 

 

Some New Thought Teachings 
New Thought is expressed in Romans 12:2, "Be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind." New Thoughters seek nothing less than total life transformation, empowerment through changing their thoughts and keeping them changed. The linchpin of New Thought is the Law of Mind Action: thoughts held in mind produce after their kind. (1)
Unfortunately this is a classic case of taking a verse completely taken out of context thereby altering the meaning.. “ Conversion and sanctification are the renewing of the mind; a change, not of the substance, but of the qualities of the soul. The progress of sanctification, dying to sin more and more, and living to righteousness more and more, is the carrying on this renewing work, till it is perfected in glory…. The work of the Holy Ghost first begins in the understanding, and is carried on to the will, affections, and conversation, till there is a change of the whole man into the likeness of God, in knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness”. (Matthew Henry)

Romans 12:2 is only a continuation of Romans 12:1 which says “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service”. 

Neither verse has anything to do with ‘empowerment through changing ones thoughts’ but a transformation from sin to righteousness. 

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold all things are become new”. (2 Corinthians 5:17)

 

“New Thought is what all Christianity could have become if it had been able to avoid the stultifying tendencies needed to become a religion capable of competing with mystery religions for the title of official religion of the Roman Empire. It is what all Christianity could have become if it had allowed freedom of belief, concentrating on following the loving, healing example of Jesus rather than developing a rigid superstructure of teachings about Jesus”. . (1)
No one could show as much love and compassion for humans as the Lord did. Besides dying for us it is true that He healed many, many people.  However it is selective reading at its best to focus solely on His ‘loving, healing example’. He devoted more than half His parables to God’s eternal judgment on sin. “Of the twelve uses of the word gehenna (the strongest word for hell) in the New Testament, eleven come from the lips of Jesus himself! In fact, the Savior taught more about hell than He did about heaven! Of the more than 1850 verses recording the words of Christ, 13% pertain to the topics of judgment and hell. Of the 40 or so parables uttered by Jesus, more than half relate to God's eternal judgment on sin. Surprisingly, the much beloved "Sermon on the Mount" contains some of Jesus' most straightforward words about hell”. (Rick Rood)

Additionally Jesus was a Jew, born to into a religious system that is perhaps one of the most structured and demanding in history. Nowhere in the Bible does it indicate that Jesus deviated from His commitments as a Jew; much to the contrary we see several examples of Jesus attending the Synagogue, participating the Passover rituals and regularly going to the Temple.

Not only did Jesus command His followers to keep the Old Testament law, He made it harder to do. A classic example of this is the Old Testament commandment “Thou shalt not commit adultery”; 

“Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: But I say unto you, that whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart”. (Matthew 5:27-28) 
“Fundamentalists might have difficulty with the idea that the only Power in the universe is good. New Thought teaches that evil is insubstantial, that it is only immature or misused good. The Devil is the invention of our minds, and goes as fast as he comes. When you walk into a dark room and turn on the light, the darkness vanishes; you don't have to chase it away. (1)
In the light of such ‘philosophically profound’ belief I find myself at a loss for words. The misguided belief that good is the only force in the universe is indeed an interesting concept, especially when one takes into consideration the book of Job. 

“Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them. And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, from going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it.” (Job 1:6-7)

Now according to new thought philosophy, God (the “good power”) Himself is not only having a conversation with ‘immature good’ or an ‘invention of His mind’ and asking where it has come from, but astonishingly, the “immature good” replies to God and says it has been walking to and fro in the earth. An amazing achievement for a thought. Surely God being God should have known that all He had to do was ‘turn a light on’. 

There are even more example of the personification of the devil in the Bible … the most notable being …

“And when the tempter came to him, he said, if thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread … (Mat 4:11) then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him.” (Matthew 4:3-11)

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:’ (1Pet 5:8)

“Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” (Rev 2:10)

Is one truly expected to believe that the Devil is merely a wrong thought, when faced with the Bible’s indisputable evidence to the contrary? In the Matthew quotation the Devil comes to Jesus and speaks to Him, takes Him to the highest points of earth, tempts Him and eventually leaves Him; In the Peter quotation the Devil is referred to as a roaring lion that seeks to devour/destroy Christians; In the Revelation quotation the Devil casts Christians into prison and makes them suffer tribulation. Thoughts are not capable of roaming the earth, they are not capable of casting someone into prison and persecuting them, they are not capable of physically coming and going of their own accord and they are not a roaring lion (singular) that seeks to devour believers. One of the Devils greatest achievements is to make humanity believe that he does not exist, that he is merely a thought or an invention of the human subconscious, after all why fear that which does not exist… right? To that end New Thought philosophy is in perfect alignment with his strategy and to the believer at least is very dangerous.
The Bible was written by Oriental minds for Oriental minds, and most of it was never intended to be taken literally. Jesus cast out demons, which is to say in the language of today, that he straightened out people's thinking; and our fear thoughts are demonic indeed”. (1)
The Bible itself contradicts this notion over and over again. The Gospel message contained in the Bible is essentially concerned with God's future plans for the earth and for mankind. The Bible is the record of God's continuing activity, centered in the work of His Son Jesus, and leading ultimately to man's redemption. The Bible is the Word of Salvation, which draws a road map for humanity to come out of the world of sin and into harmony with the will of God. The Bible is God’s will and has a purpose to achieve and will not stop until it has achieved that purpose. 

Isaiah 55:11 ‘So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.’
Furthermore God had every intention of the Gospel being spread through out the globe, a fact that clashes with the concept that the Bible was written by Orientals for the Oriental mind. 

 ‘And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.’ (Matthew 24:14)
‘And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.’ (Mark 16:15)
“And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people.” (Revelation 14:6) All emphasis added.
God over and over again stressed to ancient Israel that they must keep His commandments, that the disobedience would bring the strictest punishment and that the wages of sin is death. 

“Therefore shall ye keep my commandments, and do them: I am the LORD.” (Lev 22: 31)

“Ye shall diligently keep the commandments of the LORD your God, and his testimonies, and his statutes, which he hath commanded thee.” (Deut 6:17)

“But take diligent heed to do the commandment and the law, which Moses the servant of the LORD charged you, to love the LORD your God, and to walk in all his ways, and to keep his commandments, and to cleave unto him, and to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul.” (Josh 22:5)

It would have been more than unfair of God to demand obedience to commandments that were ambiguous and hard to understand. God’s commandments were given very clearly and the people understood them perfectly, hence totally negating any possible argument that God’s Word is not to be taken literally. The Bible also comes with a very strict warning about the Scriptures, one that should be carefully considered before deciding to add ‘meaning’ to the recorded words … 

“Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.” (Deut 4:2 ‘) 

Casting out of demons: If Jesus’ casting out of demons was merely straightening out people’s thinking how did the herd of swine come into it? Did the person’s wrong thoughts beg Jesus to send them into the swine who then proceeded to commit mass suicide? (Matt 8:28-33). Perhaps the swine’s wrong thinking was that they imagined they were lemmings.

Fear Thoughts: If our ‘fear thoughts’ are demonic I wonder what the Lord meant when He said 

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge” (Proverbs 1:7)
“The fear of the LORD prolongeth days” (Proverbs 10:27) 
“...fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28)
 

But New Thought does not concern itself with most religious doctrines. If the Virgin Birth literally happened, wonderful; if it didn't, that's fine, too. (1)
Of course New Thoughters do not concern themselves with religious doctrines… it does not serve their interests to do so.  Christianity believes that Christ was the promised Messiah; a fact that depends heavily on His fulfilling ALL the prophesies of the Old Testament, including His being born to a virgin. Likewise Christianity rises or falls on the resurrection and should it be true that Jesus did rise from the dead then the implications are enormous. He is no longer the ‘way shower’ but Almighty God Himself.  As C.S. Lewis once said “ 

"A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic - on the level with a man who says he is a poached egg - or he would be the devil of hell. You must take your choice. Either this was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us." (‘Mere Christianity’) 
 

“If this is a universe of thought, then changing one's thought changes the universe, at least a smidgin”. (1)
Reading this comment I had two thoughts... both interesting. The first is what would happen if a New Thoughter found himself/herself in the place of Job, standing before the thunderstorm and God spoke, saying “Who is this who darkens counsel, by words without knowledge? Now prepare yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer Me. Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding …” (Job 38:2-4). 

Somehow I find it difficult to believe that even the greatest disciple of New Thought knows the treasury of snow or can send out lightning or restrict the sea to its boundaries. To believe that merely by thoughts man can change God’s eternal plan is not only dangerous and arrogant it also puts man on a collision course with the God of the Universe. 

Secondly New Thoughters must have a very ugly vision in mind for the world. With the significant numbers of New Thoughters springing up worldwide surely this earth must be (by now) a mirror image of the sum of their thoughts. A beautiful place of crime, drugs, wars, violence and hate; a world that is rapidly spiraling out of control, on a one-way, nonstop track to Armageddon. Contrary to New Thought doctrine the condition of the world as it is today is a perfect fulfillment of Jesus’ prophesy of the end of times as told in the book of Matthew (Matthew 24). 

 

“Yet if New Thought is spiritual, it is also intensely practical. It is the application of one's religious beliefs to solve the daily problems of living. Originally dealing with problems of sickness, it rapidly expanded to include problems with lack of money or difficulties in relationships with other people. Jesus, in his great compassion for people, saw to it that their daily needs were met, and taught us to pray for ‘our daily bread’." (1)
Sure Jesus did teach us to pray for our daily bread and had great compassion for people, both of which are undeniable facts. But if one claims He really meant us to pray for our daily bread then one also has to accept that He meant us to pray the rest of it as well. Lets take a look at an earlier line which says “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven”. Remember it says THY WILL be done. His will, not ours. Later in the prayer Jesus teaches us to say “forgive us our sins” and then goes on with “lead us not into temptation and deliver us from evil”.  (Incidentally Jesus taught about the repentance for sin and the consequences of impenitence far more than any other single topic in His ministry). And lets not forget that elsewhere He told people to take up their cross and follow Him.

  
“Only in recent history is Jesus thought to be the one and only son of God. Philosophers throughout time have generally agreed that the term "The Son" more aptly refers to Creation in the broadest possible understanding of the word”. (2)
Paul, considered to be the author of 2/3rds of the New Testament, would have had a definite problem with this belief of the New Thought movement. Paul himself lived during the times of the apostles and it is commonly accepted that had his writings been fallacious someone would have been quick to correct the error. Since there is no evidence of that, one must assume that his letter to the Galatians was an accurate reflection of the beliefs of the men and women who first served Jesus Christ as disciples and Christians. 

“But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law” (Gal 4:4), which clearly demonstrates that Paul (and all the other disciples) knew and preached Jesus as the actually and living Son of God. (Emphasis added).

Then we have the famous John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” The Words of Jesus Himself as recorded by John, a disciple and follower of Jesus. The words could not be clearer when they say “Only begotten Son”, proving that not only did Jesus claim to be the one and only Son of God but John evidently believe it and wrote it down in his gospel. Again dispelling the claim that the belief in Jesus as the only begotten Son of God is a “recent” development. 

Let’s also take a look then at the words of Justin Martyr (100 – 165), who was a teacher of philosophy at schools in Alexandria and Ephesus …

“Moreover, the Son of God called Jesus, even if only a man by ordinary generation, yet, on account of His wisdom, is worthy to be called the Son of God; for all writers call God the Father of men and gods. And if we assert that the Word of God was born of God in a peculiar manner, different from ordinary generation, let this, as said above, be no extraordinary thing to you…” (Justin Martyr. The First Apology of Justin. Chapter XXII. ‘Analogies to the Sonship of Christ’).

“…but because we say true things: and (secondly) that Jesus Christ is the only proper Son who has been begotten by God, being His Word and first-begotten, and power; and, becoming man according to His will, He taught us these things for the conversion and restoration of the human race: (Justin Martyr. The First Apology of Justin. Chapter XXIII. ‘The Argument’)

But perhaps Justin Martyr said it best in Chapter LVIII. ‘And Raise Up Heretics’. He could have been speaking to New Thought proponents.

“And, as we said before, the devils put forward Marcion of Pontus, who is even now teaching men to deny that God is the maker of all things in heaven and on earth, and that the Christ predicted by the prophets is His Son, and preaches another god besides the Creator of all, and likewise another son. 

 

We believe there is a power for Good in the Universe, greater than you are and you can use it. …We know the spark of God, Spirit or whatever you choose to call your Higher Power resides in all life. Each one of us is a child of the Divine. (3)
You can believe this claptrap all you want but the New Testament very clearly disputes ‘the spark of God… residing in all life’. A person had to repent, be baptized and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit…..  

“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”. (Acts 2:38)

 “And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Spirit, whom God hath given to them that obey him”. (Acts 5:32)
“Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Spirit”. (Acts 8:15)
 “Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit”. (Acts 8:17)

“And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money” (Acts 8:18 )
“He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Spirit since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Spirit”  (Acts 19:2) (All Emphasis added)
 

1) I Believe that my happiness was God intended….2)  I Believe each time I think I impress upon the Law of God a perfect reflection of my thoughts… 3) I Believe Life is eternal and what is called death is merely a passing to the next level of Life's experience… 4)I Believe in God there is no concept of evil, ill health, lack, unhappiness, or death… 5) I Believe heaven and hell are not a destination but a result of our actions, now.” (Numbering added). (4) 
1) One of the Lord’s greatest followers… Paul, responsible for 2/3 of the New Testament, didn’t sound too ‘happy’ when he wrote 

“Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep;” (2 Corinthians 11:25). 

Furthermore History tells us that ten of the eleven disciples were hideously executed for what they believed in, as were thousands of early Christians. Why wasn’t their happiness God intended?

2) This is little but pure gobbledygook. How can anyone impress anything on the laws of God, leave alone ‘a perfect reflection of his thoughts’. God gave man His laws and warned over and over again of the consequences of not keeping them. 
See, I have set before thee this day life and good, and death and evil; In that I command thee this day to love the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commandments and his statutes and his judgments, that thou mayest live and multiply: and the LORD thy God shall bless thee in the land whither thou goest to possess it. But if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn away, and worship other gods, and serve them; I denounce unto you this day, that ye shall surely perish, and that ye shall not prolong your days upon the land, whither thou passest over Jordan to go to possess it. (Deut 30:15-18)

“Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven”. (Matthew 5:19)

3 & 4) The warnings about death would not have been so severe had it been “merely a passing to the next level of Life's experience” The Bible tells us that 

“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord”. (Romans 6:23). 
“He that hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death”. (Revelation 2:11). 
“And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works.” (Revelation 2:23). 
 

We at the Center for Spiritual Awakening practice, to the best of our ability, to live life by the example of Jesus and other great spiritual and philosophical leaders throughout the centuries, namely to, love our neighbor as ourselves, and to trust that God is a positive energy of love which creates in our world a direct response to our positive word or affirmative prayer. And, to the degree that we have faith in this positive creative power / God, we can expect to live long healthy, loving and prosperous lives free from all discord and pain. This is what we believe Jesus taught and what he represented. (5)
It is totally hypocritical to claim to live life by the example of Jesus AND other great spiritual leaders when the teachings of Jesus so blatantly contradict those of other faiths and creeds. All other religions were founded by human beings and are based on man-made philosophies, rules and norms for behavior. Biblical Christianity is not just a philosophy of life, nor an ethical standard or obedience to religious ritual. True Christianity is based on a vital, personal relationship with a risen, living Savior and Lord who kept up a sustained attack on the religious leaders of the day. There are many religions that claim to know what lies beyond the grave. The problem is, no one has demonstrated authority over the grave or confirmed their belief of what happens after death. Only Jesus demonstrated authority over death. All men have died, but Jesus is alive. 

Again the ideas presented in the preceding statement arise from people going to the Scripture to prove what they have already decided to believe rather than going to the Scripture to find out what it actually says. God has promised us salvation should we follow Jesus but there isn’t a single instance of Him promising “long healthy, loving and prosperous lives free from all discord and pain”. (See The Prosperity Doctrine)
 

In the endeavor to teach these ideas we are not exclusive to the christian scriptures, rather looking to all the great teachings, religions and philosophies of the world before and after, Jesus, which support the basic tenet of his wisdom and the power of the indwelling presence God within mankind. (5) 
Of course New Thought is not exclusive to the Christian Scriptures. It would be way too uncomfortable to do so. Therefore the entire doctrine has been gleaned from a wide variety of sources with little heed to the truth. Unfortunately an unchanging God had quite a bit to say about philosophy and other religions. Other religions are equated with ‘idol worship’ and the worship of false gods, both of which are abhorred by Him. 

“Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ”. (Colossians 2:8.)

“Thou shalt not bow down to their gods, nor serve them, nor do after their works: but thou shalt utterly overthrow them, and quite break down their images”. (Exodus 23:24)

“And I will destroy your high places, and cut down your images, and cast your carcasses upon the carcasses of your idols, and my soul shall abhor you”. (Leviticus 26:30) 

“Ye shall not go after other gods, of the gods of the people which are round about you;” (Deuteronomy 6:14)

“Take heed to thyself that thou be not snared by following them, after that they be destroyed from before thee; and that thou enquire not after their gods, saying, how did these nations serve their gods? Even so will I do likewise”. (Deuteronomy 12:30)

“For they served idols, whereof the LORD had said unto them, Ye shall not do this thing”. (2Kings 17:12)

“For all the gods of the people are idols: but the LORD made the heavens” (1 Chronicles 16:26).

“They shall be ashamed, and also confounded, all of them: they shall go to confusion together that are makers of idols”. (Isaiah 45:16)

“And they that escape of you shall remember me among the nations whither they shall be carried captives, because I am broken with their whorish heart, which hath departed from me, and with their eyes, which go a whoring after their idols: and they shall loathe themselves for the evils which they have committed in all their abominations”. (Ezekiel 6:9)
“Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their heart, and put the stumbling block of their iniquity before their face: should I be enquired of at all by them?” (Ezekiel 14:3)

“Because they despised my judgments, and walked not in my statutes, but polluted my sabbaths: for their heart went after their idols”. (Ezekiel 20:16)

“I will do these things unto thee, because thou hast gone a whoring after the heathen, and because thou art polluted with their idols. (Revelation 9:20) 
And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk” (Ezekiel 23:30) 
 

“We believe that the Kingdom of Heaven is within man and that we experience this Kingdom to the degree that we become conscious of it... We believe the ultimate goal of life to be a complete emancipation from all discord of every nature, and that this goal is sure to be attained by all life, and that the highest God and the innermost God is one God... We believe that God is personal to all who feel this Indwelling Presence... We believe in the direct revelation fo* Truth through the intuitive and spiritual nature of man, and that any man may become a revealer of Truth who lives in close contact with the Indwelling God... (*Misspelling on their site). (7) 

The kingdom of heaven, New Thoughters would have you believe, doesn’t really exist other than in the thoughts and minds of those who choose to be conscious of it within themselves. A statement that is exactly what it sounds like, circular talking with no real justification for anything other than self-gratification. According to this philosophy the kingdom of heaven is accessible to a drug addict when he/she is on a high, to Islamic terrorists while killing innocent victims in the firm belief that they are fulfilling the precepts of Jihad or to Adolph Hitler who firmly believe it was necessary to exterminate every Jew off the face of the earth and attempted to do just that. The kingdom of heaven is hence not a place but is ‘bliss’. Much of mankind’s ‘bliss’ is totally out of tune with the Laws of God and would make the world a miserable place for the rest of humanity. To claim that heaven is within possible reach of people like Charles Manson or Ted Bundy is not only ridiculous, it is a slap in the fact to a good, sinless and loving God. 

So instead of spinning philosophical and vague theories about the existence of heaven within mans conscious, let’s take a look at what the Bible says about the Kingdom of Heaven.

According to the Bible …

God (not man) made heaven, all the hosts of heaven, all of earth and He alone preserves them. 

“Thou, even thou, art LORD alone; thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth, and all things that are therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and thou preservest them all; and the host of heaven worshippeth thee.” (Nehemiah 9:6)

Heaven is God’s holy temple and His throne is also there. God sits on His throne, in heaven, and looks down upon the men of earth. 

“The LORD is in his holy temple, the Lord’s throne is in heaven: his eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children of men.” (Psalms 11:4)

“The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God”. (Psalms 14:2)

God and God alone knows the measurements of heaven, for He is the one who created it and meted it out.

“Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance?” (Isaiah 40:12) 

Heaven contains hosts that cannot be numbered 

“As the host of heaven cannot be numbered, neither the sand of the sea measured: so will I multiply the seed of David my servant, and the Levites that minister unto me”. (Jeremiah 33:22)
Heaven has windows, which God can open and pour out stores in abundance so that mankind might be blessed for his tithe. 

“ Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it”. (Malachi 3:10)

Heaven is where those who are persecuted for Jesus sake will receive their reward. It is also the place where Jesus tells us to store up our rewards and treasures.

“Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you”. (Matthew 5:12)

“But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal” (Matthew 6:20)

And finally, possibly the most interesting, keeping in mind that New Thoughters believe that heaven is only a state of mind.
“And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven”. (2Kings 2:11)
Elijah was taken up on a chariot of fire and a whirlwind into heaven. A feat that would be impossible if indeed we are to believe that heaven exists only in the thoughts of man.
Incidentally not everyone inherits this kingdom.
“For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God”. (Ephesians 5:5)

“Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption”. (1Corinthians 15:50)

“Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God”. (John 3:5)

 

We believe in the direct revelation of Truth through the intuitive and spiritual nature of man
Actually the Holy Spirit guides us into all truth… Not the spiritual nature of man. Nor is it true that the world at large receives the Holy Spirit.

“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come”. (John 16:13)
“Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you”.  (John 14:17)
 

The Following quotes are from htttp://www.upchurch.org/What_we_teach.htm. (Della Reese, who has been showcased as a Christian Minister, is a co-leader of the organization called Upchurch, see related article Touched by an Angel. 
“We believe that we can bring this Kingdom forth by practicing the Universal Spiritual Principles handed down through the ages and taught by our Wayshower, Jesus Christ”. 
Jesus definitely showed the way but the way He showed was Himself. He said He was the way. 

“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me”.  John 14:6. 

The Divinity of Man: Who and what man is and his relationship to God ...Man is made in the image-likeness of God.
A reading of the Bible will show that man is made in the image of God, but is not in any sense of the word divine. Jeremiah 17:9 describes the heart of man as “desperately wicked”. Luke 19:10 describes mankind as “lost”. Romans 5:8 describes humanity as “sinners”. We are described as forgiven, saved, justified, sanctified, regenerated, children of God, sons of God, however the title of deity/divinity has never been assigned to man. We are a creature. Isaiah chapter 6, Romans 14:1, Philippians 2:10, John 1:1 and Colossians 2:15-19 will give an overview of who is who in the Divinity and Deity realm. (The Christian Arsenal). 

The Power and Value of Thought: It is through thinking that man forms that which he has in his life. scriptural Ref.; Proverbs 23:7 
Please read Proverbs 23:7 in the Bible and you will see that it has nothing to do with positive thinking but refers to the attitude of the heart and what a man is. 
 

Man's Responsibility as a Son of GOD:
Right Reactions scriptural Ref.; Luke 12:32  
Right Thinking 
Right Feeling 
Right Actions 
Right Word  

The points directly above have been borrowed from Buddhism’s Eight-fold Path. Luke 12:32 says “Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” This has nothing to do with ‘man’s responsibility as a Son of God’. 
 

THE BIBLE
In New Thought, the Bible is the primary textbook for life. We use a metaphysical approach to the Bible literature and understand that the stories and events have something to say about man's developing awareness of his relationship to God and what it means to open ourselves up to God's activity.
The 66* books of the Bible are one in message, principle and aim.... The mortality and sinfulness of man, the promise of a Saviour, the need for sacrifice and faith, the place of God's chosen people Israel in the Divine plan, and the coming Kingdom of God.  It is the revelation of the purpose of God with the earth and has a single Gospel of salvation from Genesis to Revelation. It says NOTHING about “man's developing awareness of his relationship to God” nor “what it means to open ourselves up to God's activity”. *WRONG. There are 73!
We believe that the time has come to make available to all men everywhere a teaching that will enable them to provide for themselves by learning to release the Divine potential within them… We believe in our oneness with God and with all men everywhere
It is all very well to proudly declare our ‘oneness with God’. Unfortunately God Himself forcefully repudiates this in Isaiah 59:2 

 "But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear". 

However we can be reconciled to God through the sacrifice of Jesus
What seems clear is that with or without capital letters, we have entered a promising new age, and New Thought will remain an important and distinguishable part of it. (8)
What precisely is promising about this age is beyond me…. Just look around, read the newspapers then read Isaiah who describes the earth "empty and wasted" (Isaiah 24:1).  Revelation which tells us of an "hour of trial" which shall come upon the whole world to test those who dwell on the earth (Revelation 3:10). The Lord Jesus, in the gospel of Matthew, warns us of a "great tribulation" which shall threaten the survival of all life on earth (Matthew 24:21, 22). The apostle Paul speaks of sudden destruction that shall come just when men are saying "peace and safety" (1 Thessalonians 5:3). 

Many have tried to defuse the book of Revelation by turning it into a giant parable in which nothing can be definitely known except that in the end Christ will triumph and all will be well. But such an interpretation makes all the details of the visions meaningless. Some have dared to suggest that John's visions may have been more literal than most have supposed. This more literalistic interpretation just might make sense if John was seeing the terrible results of a nuclear holocaust just before Christ's coming to claim planet earth.
Salvation lies in the realization of oneness with the impersonal life force
Rhetoric is all very well but New Thought doesn’t answer some very basic questions. It neglects to enlighten us as to what kinds of ‘salvation’ it is talking about, what we are ‘saved’ from? What happens after we are saved, and where we go after we die.  

No matter how well wrapped Satan’s presents are, no matter how warm and fuzzy the camouflage, eventually the bottom line always has to be the denial of salvation through Jesus and Jesus alone. New Thought, while denying that it has any particular religious beliefs and claiming to use the Bible as a primary textbook, goes exactly the same route as every other heretical cultic teaching that has tried to undermine the very foundations of the Church for centuries. The moment a doctrine or a way of life teaching begins to deny (directly or indirectly) the saving sacrifice of Jesus, it should be immediately and categorically denounced as having nothing at all in common with Christianity. The Bible is very clear …

Act 4:10-12 ‘Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole. This is the stone, which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner. Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.’ (Emphasis Added)
John 3:18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

 

Conclusion
New Thought is not new; it follows the same philosophies and fabrications that Satan has used to try and shake the foundations of the Church since the very dawn of the faith. It seeks to show a freedom of choice in religion, undermine the importance of the church, disprove the existence and very real personage of Lucifer, make heaven a “state of mind”, demonstrate God as being subject to our thoughts and finally (as always) remove any relevance to salvation from the death and resurrection of Christ. To give itself credence it uses the scriptures and then when confronted with the ever-revealing words of those same Scriptures it will deny or claim misinterpretation. It will dance around the obvious, spin its way out of the corners of truth and confuse its disciples to the point where even they are not exactly sure of what the philosophy believes. The sad thing however is the human tendency to blindly follow the next “new” thing and to accept unquestioningly that which they cannot explain or understand. And so New Thought will continue to grow, until the Lord raises warriors to fight it and then like the groaning of the prophets of Baal, the teachings of these New Thoughters will leave the altar lacking of fire and bare of Spirit.  
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The Secret

http://www.inplainsite.org/html/the_secret.html 

Occultist Manly P. Hall probably said it best: “Though the demonism of the Middle Ages seems to have disappeared, there is abundant evidence that in many forms of modern thought - especially the so-called "prosperity" psychology, "willpower-building" metaphysics, and systems of "high-pressure" salesmanship - black magic has merely passed through a metamorphosis, and although its name be changed its nature remains the same”.
Introduction: “And on that spring day in 2004, when a small, old book called The Science of Getting Rich was put into her hands, and Rhonda's whole life suddenly pulled into spectacular focus, she knew exactly what her mission was to become. She was going to take this knowledge to the world. She was going to make a movie to carry joy to every corner of the Earth. And so the great journey that was The Secret began”. [www.thesecret.tv/behind-the-secret-making-of.html]

The Secret... a film produced by Prime Time Productions, consists of a series of interviews and dramatizations related to "The Law of Attraction". Distributed through DVD, and online (through streaming media), the film and the subsequent publication of a book by the same name and of the same topic as the film, has attracted interest from media figures such as Oprah Winfrey, Ellen DeGeneres, and Larry King as well as criticism from the mainstream press. [Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia]
There's no secret to The Secret. The book and movie simply state that your thoughts control the universe. Through this "law of attraction" you "manifest" your desires. "It is exactly like placing an order from a catalogue. … You must know that what you want is yours the moment you ask." "See yourself living in abundance and you will attract it. It works every time, with every person." The appeal is obvious. Forget education, effort, performance. Everything you want—money, power, comfortable shoes—is yours simply by wanting it enough. [I've Got The Secret by Emily Yoffe. www.slate.com/id/2165746/]

Though the demonism of the Middle Ages seems to have disappeared, there is abundant evidence that in many forms of modern thought - especially the so-called "prosperity" psychology, "willpower-building" metaphysics, and systems of "high-pressure" salesmanship - black magic has merely passed through a metamorphosis, and although its name be changed its nature remains the same.  [Manly P. Hall, The Secret Teachings of All Ages: An Encyclopedic Outline of Masonic, Hermetic, Qabbalistic and Rosicrucian Symbolical Philosophy. pp. 101-2. (Hall was also founder of the Philosophical Research Society)]

Quotes from The Secret 

"As you learn the Secret, you will come to know how you can have, be, or do anything you want. You will come to know who you really are. You will come to know the true magnificence that awaits you in life." [Rhonda Byrne. From the Introduction]

You are God in a physical body ... You are all power ... You are all intelligence ... You are the creator (p. 164).

We are the creators not only of our own destiny but also of the Universe ... We are all connected, and we are all One (p. 175). 

“No one will stand in judgment of [your life], now or ever” (p. 177)

No matter who you thought you were, now you know the Truth of Who You Really Are. You are the master of the Universe. You are the heir to the kingdom. You are the perfection of Life (p. 183). 

Ken Blanchard, so called ‘Christian’ speaker and author will be one of the speakers at a one day seminar in San Diego called titled "The Secret to Having Your Best Year Ever." [http://www.yourbestyearever.org/] Among other goals this seminar is touted as being able to “in a single afternoon” Get healthy & stay healthy forever... Double or triple your income ...Infuse your life with positive spirituality. [See more about Ken Blanchard]
"But in the final analysis, The Secret is nothing more than so-called Name It-Claim It, Positive-Confession, Prosperity Theology (minus God and the Bible), built on a foundation of New Age self-deification. In other words, the book is just a secular version of what some TV preachers have taught for decades: Namely, if you will sustain the right thoughts, words and feelings, you will receive whatever you want. But The Secret adds this important twist: your thoughts can bring anything into your life because you are god". [The Secret by Don Whitney]
The False Teaching of "The Secret"
By Kerby Anderson, Probe Ministries
Rhonda Byrne and The Secret
The book is called The Secret, but it didn’t remain a secret for very long. Already the book has sold more than three million copies, and there are nearly two million DVDs of the teaching. There seems to be no end to the public’s interest in this message presented by Rhonda Byrne.

Some call The Secret a transformative message. Others see it as a popular combination of marketing that parallels the success of The DaVinci Code with the message found in Eastern religions and philosophies throughout the centuries. Whatever it is, it has exploded in our culture ever since Rhonda Byrne’s first appearance on The Oprah Winfrey Show.

The Secret has been promoted as “a feature length, historic and factually based account of an age old secret” which is said to be four thousand years in the making and “known to only a fortunate few.” The DVD and the book reveal “this great knowledge to the world.” Supposedly it is the secret to wealth, the secret to health, the secret to love, relationships, happiness, and eternal youth.
The basic premise of The Secret was borne from the troubles that affected Rhonda Byrne. She is a television producer and mother in her fifties. A number of years ago she “hit a rocky patch in her business and personal lives.” [1] Her father died suddenly and her relationships with her family and work colleagues were in turmoil. It was at that moment of despair when she “wept and wept and wept” that she discovered a long-neglected book entitled The Science of Getting Rich. [2]

In the book she discovered how to let your thoughts and feelings give you everything that you desire. She then dedicated herself to sharing these principles with the world in the form of The Secret.

Many have called it marketing genius. After all, all of us want to be in on a secret. So why wouldn’t we all want to know the secret to life? That is what Rhonda Byrne promised in her DVD. “Torchlights flicker on the 90-minute DVD and the soundtrack throbs portentously before it gets down to giving you the secret for getting your hands on that new BMW.” [3]

Its success shouldn’t be too surprising. After all, many self-help authors have become celebrities and quite financially successful by addressing American’s desperate need for happiness and significance. 

Several show up as contributors to The Secret. For example, Wayne Dyer has written nearly thirty books on the subject of self-help. His 1976 book, Your Erroneous Zones, has sold over thirty million copies. Jack Canfield is best known for his Chicken Soup for the Soul book series. There are currently over 115 titles and 100 million copies in print.


The Law of Attraction
Rhonda Byrne’s book and DVD on The Secret supposedly bring together “the oral traditions, in literature, in religions and philosophies throughout the centuries.”[4] These pieces are brought together to produce this life-transforming message.

While it is passed off as new and exciting, there are many other teachers who preceded The Secret with a similar message. Charles Fillmore, who founded the Unity School of Christianity, talked about “The Twelve Powers of Man,” arguing that the causes of all things are “essentially mental.” Norman Vincent Peale is best known for his The Power of Positive Thinking. Deepak Chopra talks about “The Seven Spiritual Laws of Success.” Motivational speaker Tony Robbins believes “it’s our decisions, not the conditions of our lives, that determine our destiny.” [5]

Rhonda Byrne not only relies on people she calls the guardians of The Secret, but also upon a documentary released a number of years ago called What the Bleep Do We Know? The film makes all sorts of metaphysical claims based upon their particular interpretation of quantum physics.

According to Rhonda Byrne, the key element of The Secret is what is called “The Law of Attraction.”[6] You can summarize the law with three words: “Thoughts become things.” In other words, if you think hard enough about something, it will take place. Think good thoughts, and you will reap good things. Think bad thoughts, and bad things will happen to you. You create your own circumstances, and you can change those circumstances with your thoughts.

A central teaching of “The Law of Attraction” is that nothing can come into your experience unless you summon it through persistent thoughts. Thus, everything that surrounds you right now (both good and bad) has been attracted to you. As you focus on what you want, you are changing the vibration of atoms of that thing so that they begin to vibrate to you. [7] Ultimately, you determine the frequency or vibration so that you can best acquire wealth, health, and fulfillment.

Do you want something? Then you need to focus on it. In one segment in the DVD, a kid who wants a red BMX bicycle cuts out a picture of it from a catalog. He concentrates on it and even obsesses about it. He is rewarded with a bike.

Do you want to lose weight? Do the same thing. Rhonda Byrne talked about the weight she gained after her pregnancies. But once she applied “The Law of Attraction,” she realized her error: “Food is not responsible for putting on weight. It is your thought that food is responsible for putting on weight that actually has food put on weight.”

Do you want to get healthy? Visualize health. One woman in the DVD claims to have cured her breast cancer in three months without chemotherapy or radiation. She claims she did this by visualizing herself well and watching funny movies on television.


The Seductive Message
The incredible popularity of The Secret illustrates the spiritual hunger in our culture. But while people are hungry for spirituality, they are not willing to attend church to be fed spiritually. Instead they go to the bookstore and buy this book or DVD along with other books dealing with spirituality.

A buyer for West Hollywood’s popular metaphysical bookstore, The Bodhi Tree, said that DVD of The Secret had “become the biggest selling item in the 30-year history of our store.” Why has it become so successful? Here is what a writer for Time magazine concluded:

Mixing the ancient conspiracy hoodoo of The DaVinci Code with the psychic science of 2004’s cult hit What the Bleep Do We Know?, it interweaves computer graphics, historical recreations and interviews with “experts” into a study of “intention-manifestation” – the philosophy that contends our emotions and thoughts can actually influence real-world events. In other words: if you really, truly believe you can beat the lottery and visualize scratching off a winning ticket, you can do exactly that.[8]

The appeal of The Secret is understandable. People want to be wealthy and healthy. But this false philosophy leads to death and destruction. In Colossians 2:8, Paul warns Christians:

 “See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of the world rather than on Christ.”

There are countless examples that demonstrate that “The Law of Attraction” does not work. If you don’t think so, try this simple experiment. Visualize that you have a million dollars in your checking account. Think lots of positive thoughts about all the money you assume is in your checking account. Then go to the bank and write a really big check. 
The cashier might even have positive thoughts about your account. But then you will come face-to-face with reality. The bank’s computers don’t have positive thoughts about your checking account, nor do they have negative thoughts about your checking account. They are just doing the math. Despite all the positive feelings you can muster, your check will bounce.

Even those who accept the metaphysical basis of The Secret are concerned with its seductive message that appeals to our materialism. After all, practitioners are using this supposed ancient wisdom to acquire material goods. One of the “experts” in the film says: “The Secret is like having the universe as your catalog.” [9]

Many wonder if acquiring more possessions is what The Secret should be all about. “The get-rich-quick parts really bothered me,” says the buyer at the Bodhi Tree. “It’s my hope that people won’t use creative visualization to obtain wealth for themselves, but in more positive, altruistic ways.”[10]


Spiritually Dangerous
We have already shown that the premise of The Secret is false. You cannot alter reality simply with your thoughts. “The Law of Attraction” can essentially be summarized with three words: “Thoughts become things.” That is not true.

But the teachings of The Secret are not only false; they are spiritually dangerous.

Rhonda Byrne makes this observation in her book: 

“So whatever way you look at it, the result is still the same. We are One. We are all connected, and we are all part of the One Energy Field, or the One Supreme Mind, or the One Consciousness, or the One Creative Source. Call it whatever you want, but we are all One.” [11]

Essentially she is teaching that we can become gods. We are God in a physical body. We are the creative source and the have the cosmic power to manipulate the universe according to our own desires. We are creating our own reality and thus can manipulate that reality to our own ends. [12]

Contrast that with the temptation in the Garden of Eden where Satan tells Eve “you will be like God” (Genesis 3:5). Why is The Secret so popular? Because we are tempted to be “like God.”

It is one of the enemy’s oldest tricks in The Book. Satan knows that we are vulnerable to this desire to be “like God.” Satan tempted Eve in the Garden with this tactic, and he is tempting millions today with the same tactic.

John warned us of the temptations in the world: 

“Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world” (1 John 2:15-16).

We must choose that which we love and worship. Are we going to love the world and all that is in the world? Or are we going to love God? We must choose what we will love and which view of reality we will accept.

We are admonished “to bring every thought captive to the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). The principles in The Secret are not biblical principles but pagan, worldly principles that have been around since the beginning.

The Secret calls upon us to use our thoughts for our own selfish desires. Paul, however, tells us in Romans 12:1-2 that we are to present our bodies as a sacrifice to the Lord. We are to be selfless, not selfish.

(For more information on the spiritual dangers of The Secret, see Russ Wise's in-depth analysis [Below], which uncovers the occultic connection with several contributors to the project.)


The Secret and Science
To prove “The Law of Attraction,” the foundational principle in The Secret, Rhonda Byrne’s DVD presents physicists who imply that the latest scientific discoveries validate this metaphysical principle. One of the “experts” in the film is Fred Alan Wolf who apparently talked about the relationship between quantum mechanics and consciousness. Evidently, most of this wound up on the cutting room floor. [13]

The other “expert” on the film is John Hagelin, who is affiliated with Maharishi University. Both Wolf and Hagelin distanced themselves from the ideas in the DVD and acknowledged that “The Law of Attraction” does not seem to work in reality the way it is described in The Secret.

Some of the ideas in The Secret can also be found in the film, What the Bleep Do We Know? The documentary combines interviews along with a fictional narrative to bring together thoughts about the possible connection between quantum physics and spirituality. The interviews and computer graphics imply that the latest scientific discoveries (in neuroscience, psychology, physics, etc.) suggest that we can manipulate the universe with our mind.

The film even sets forth the principle that the universe is actually constructed from thought or mental images rather than some substance. It goes on to suggest that “empty space” is anything but empty. And it teaches that our beliefs about who we are and what is reality are influenced by our own thoughts and mental perspective.

The film may be interesting fiction and metaphysics; it is very poor psychology and physics. Scientists have rejected the ideas in the film as nothing more than pseudoscience with no relation to reality.

The message of The Secret also bears no relation to reality. It says, “Food is not responsible for putting on weight. It is your thought that food is responsible for putting on weight that actually has food put on weight.” Science disagrees.

But the message is also dangerous. Karin Klein with the Los Angeles Times recounts the dangerous impact of The Secret on those who follow its prescription: 

“Therapists tell me they’re starting to see clients who are headed for real trouble, immersing themselves in a dream world in which good things just come.” [14]
It’s not surprising that The Secret is popular. People are spiritually hungry, and the book and DVD partially feed that hunger. The message is seductive, but as we have also seen it is wrong, and more importantly, it is dangerous. It is one of the enemy’s oldest tricks in The Book. We need to exercise spiritual discernment and realize the false teaching in The Secret.
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The Secret: Creating One's Reality
By Russ Wise, Christian Information Ministries
“The Secret has existed throughout the history of mankind. It had been discovered, coveted, suppressed, hidden, lost and recovered. It has been hunted down, stolen, and bought for vast sums of money. Now for the first time in history, The Secret is being revealed to the world . . .

“Fragments of a Great Secret have been found in the oral traditions, in literature, in religions and philosophies throughout the centuries. For the first time, all the pieces of The Secret come together in an incredible revelation that will be life-transforming for all who experience it.”[1]

Knowledge of The Secret will bring the knower great wealth, health, joy and for those who persist, their soul mate: everything you have ever wanted. The Secret reveals the perennial wisdom of the great teachers and avatars of history: the Law of Attraction. According to Rhonda Byrne, author of The Secret, that “secret” (the Law of Attraction) is simply the principle that like attracts like. This Law of Attraction means that when we think positive things or possibly bad things we, as a result, draw those things to ourselves. Another way of putting it is that when we think negatively we will become more negative because we have allowed the negative to be drawn to us.

Rhonda Byrne, a 55 year-old Australian, discovered The Secret during a time of great upheaval in her family. Her father, Roland, died in 2004, her business was near bankruptcy, and her relationships were indeed bankrupt. The stress of life was bearing down on her and she found herself in a place where she was receptive to most anything. That “anything” came in the form of a book given her by her daughter Hailey. The book, The Science of Getting Rich, [2] was the beginning of a transformation that would lead Rhonda down the corridors of fame and wealth. 

Ms. Byrne declared that “It lit a fire in me; it was exactly the opposite of the way I thought life worked.” The rekindled fire within her set her on a quest that ultimately led her to devour much of the occultic literature of our day and then to sit at the feet of many of those “teachers” who deliver its message. 

Her discovery of these “great truths” led her to employ her production company to produce a film that would bring this much-sought-after “truth” to the world. The result was The Secret, now available in multiple languages. [3] As of this writing the DVD (only available online) has sold over 1.1 million copies since its release in March 2006. The book was only written after the film had been widely received around the globe. It was released in November 2006 and has of this date (spring 2007) sold over 1.2 million copies. The Bodhi Tree, a well known metaphysical bookshop in West Hollywood, reports that The Secret has been “its biggest selling item in the 30-year history of our store.”[4] Not bad results for a first time author! 

”If The Secret had a plot, it might go something like ’Tony Robbins uncovers the Judas Gospel and learns to use the Force.’” [5] The film is regularly screened at New Age venues including metaphysical group meetings, Unity Churches, and the homes of believers. The Secret was well-received on Oprah [6] and it has been touted on Larry King Live as well as similar shows. The prominent discussion of The Secret in the media has given the film major cultural traction. 

A Time article by Jeffrey Ressner states the The Secret is the mixing of ancient philosophy found in the conspiratorial escapades of The Da Vinci Code and the psychic science (read science fiction) of the cult hit What the Bleep Do We Know?[7]

According to the author and creator, Rhonda Byrne, 

The Secret is “a philosophy that literally can change your life and help you take control of your destiny!”[8] 

Now, if true, that would be like winning the lottery. Ms. Byrne continues, "If you follow its philosophy, you can create the life you want . . ." 
Ms. Byrne asserts that the Law of Attraction is “the most powerful law in the universe,” and that it is working all the time. “What we do is we attract into our lives the things we want, and that is based on what we’re thinking and feeling.” She says that when we engage our feelings it becomes especially potent. Our emotions super-charge the outcomes we desire! She continues, “It is based on this principle that we are actually creating our own circumstances by the very choices we make in life.”[9]

In an interview with Quantumtouch, the interviewer Julie makes a point regarding the global impact of the film. Ms. Byrne responds by saying that The Secret is contained in all the ancient wisdom, no matter what philosophy. It is buried within every one. [10] On the surface this statement sounds quite innocent, but her actual meaning goes much deeper. The idea that this “wisdom is buried within everyone” is an indicator that this belief is about our true divine nature.

One of the Master Teachers of The Secret, John Demartini, expounds by saying, 

“We have a magnificent inner calling, vision, mission, power inside us that we are not honoring and harnessing. This movie brings it to the forefront that we can [harness that power].”[11] 

The premise of this idea is that “we all have a divine essence within us, and we just need to get in touch with it. In other words, as panentheists [12] teach, God is in all of creation, including all human beings, and once a person becomes aware of this, there are no limits to what he can achieve.”[13]


Master Teachings
The Secret is revealed through some of the most high-profile individuals of our day. They include such notables as Jack Canfield, author of the Chicken Soup for the Soul series of books. Jack is a thirty-year veteran of metaphysics and helps individuals achieve their personal goals by helping them understand the Law of Attraction. [See more on Chicken Soup For The Soul]

Another teacher is Neale Donald Walsch, known for this book trilogy Conversations with God. [14] He, too, is a student of metaphysics and teaches that man is divine. John Gray is best known for his popular book Men Are From Mars, Women Are From Venus. These teachers speak with one voice. Their message is brief, yet simple: You create your circumstances; if you live in lack it is your fault; you are an expression of divinity; in fact, you are God. Another of The Secret teachers is Fred Alan Wolf, a physicist. He makes a profound statement on The Secret web site: “You! I want to tell you something. You are God in disguise.” [Also See Beware! The New Age Movement Is More than Self-Indulgent Silliness]

Of the twenty-four Secret Teachers, perhaps the most troubling is Rev. Michael Bernard Beckwith. He is the pastor of Agape International Spiritual Centre in California. His message is that we are co-creators with God and that our abilities are unlimited. Our potential is divine in nature. Dr. Beckwith is troubling, in my view, because he represents a pseudo-Christianity. He has the greatest ability to be used to deceive those whom God has touched by His Gospel. The Christian who is unable to rightly discern God’s Word will fall prey to such false teaching as found in The Secret. 


“Truths” That One Cannot Deny
So what is it that The Secret teaches that would be harmful to the Christian? In her section on acknowledgements Ms. Byrne names names and she lists several that stand out as instructive. One name, in particular, is Charles Fillmore, the founder of Unity School of Christianity [15] along with his wife Myrtle. Unity is a classic New Age belief system that teaches the divinity of man. Eric Butterworth, a former Unity minister, in his book Discover the Power Within You, underscores the New Age premise that Jesus taught the divinity of mankind. Butterworth is of interest because Oprah Winfrey proclaims he is her spiritual mentor. [16]

Perhaps the most revealing of the occult connection between Rhonda Byrne and her stable of Master Teachers is Ester Hicks who channels a non-physical being named Abraham. [17] Hicks is but one thread in the occult pattern that emerges in teachings of The Secret. Hicks’ story is similar to that of Helen Schucman, the channel of A Course in Miracles. [18]

The premise, whatever we think about and thank about, we bring about is central to understanding the Law of Attraction. In Christian circles this concept is known as “name it and claim it,” where the individual simply professes a desire and then claims that God will provide it. This is a Christianized form of an occult "truth.” Ms. Byrne and her Master Teachers are more than willing to use scripture to make their point. They ask us to turn to Matthew 21:22 and Mark 11:24 where Jesus tells His disciples, “Whatever you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.” A common mistake made by those who jump on the metaphysical bandwagon is that they often overlook the whole counsel of scripture. It is instructive that Ms. Byrne did not ask her readers to consider James 4:3 where the writer says, 

“You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.” 

The question the Christian should be asking himself at this point is this: How does one ask correctly? Verse 4 offers us a glimpse of God’s truth.

“Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.” 

James then draws our attention to verse 10 where it says, 

“Humble yourselves before the Lord and he will exalt you.” 

The implication here is not for us to command God to act because of our asking or believing, but to allow Him to exalt us because of our humility. This teaching would not fit very well within the context of Rhonda Byrne’s The Secret. 

A central teaching of The Law of Attraction is that nothing can come into your experience unless you summon it through persistent thoughts. [19] 
Another of the Master Teachers, Dr. Joe Vitale, believes that “Everything that surrounds you right now in your life, including the things you’re complaining about, you’ve attracted.” [20] 
According to Ms. Byrne, our feelings are our greatest tool to help us create the positive things in our lives. She says, “Your thoughts are the primary cause of everything.” She continues by stating, “Your thoughts determine your frequency, and your feelings tell you immediately what frequency you are on.” [21]

Ms. Byrne says that we are “the most powerful transmission tower in the Universe. In simple terms, all energy vibrates at a frequency. Being energy, you also vibrate at a frequency, and what determines your frequency at any time is whatever you are thinking and feeling. All the things you want are made of energy, and they are vibrating too. Everything is energy.” [22] Another way of stating this “truth” is to say that as you focus on what you want, you are changing the vibration of the atoms of that thing, and you are causing it to vibrate to You. I know this is a mind-blowing concept, but there’s more! Ms. Byrne states that one of the most magnificent teachings of The Secret is that “You are energy, and cannot be created or destroyed. Energy just changes form. And that means You! The true essence of You, the pure energy of You, has always been and always will be. You can never not be.”[23]

“When you are feeling good thoughts, it is communication back from the Universe saying, ‘You are thinking good thoughts.’ Likewise, when you are feeling bad, you are receiving communication back from the Universe saying, ‘You are thinking bad thoughts’.” [24] 

Our feelings about something turbo-charge our outcome. In other words, we can purposely use our feelings to transmit an even more powerful frequency, by adding feeling to what we are wanting. [25] Michael Bernard Beckwith clarifies this concept by stating, “You can begin right now to feel healthy. You can begin to feel prosperous. You can begin to feel love that’s surrounding you, even if it’s not there. And what will happen is the universe will correspond to the nature of your song. The universe will correspond to the nature of that inner feeling and manifest, because that’s the way you feel.” In other words, don’t allow your perceived reality to convince you otherwise, but step out and create your new reality by simply saying it is so and the Universe (God) will bring it about. Essentially, we are seeking a god to do our bidding as we command.

Marci Shimoff, another of the Master Teachers, makes this observation:

“Once you begin to understand and truly master your thoughts and feelings, that’s when you see how you create your own reality. That’s where your freedom is, that’s where all your power is.”[26] 

The Bible offers a different exhortation to the Christian at this juncture. We read in 2 Corinthians 10:5 that we are to destroy arguments and every proud obstacle to the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to the obedience of Christ. Our purpose is not to use our thought life to enhance ourselves, but to bring our thought lives into obedience and submit ourselves to a holy God. This thought is totally absent from The Secret!

Shimoff adds that we should consider if the Universe is a friendly place for us to hang out. Ms. Byrne says that knowing the Law of Attraction, we would have to say that the Universe is, indeed, a most friendly place where we can create our own reality. The Secret (and New Age thought in general) encourages its adherents to practice affirmation as a way to channel one’s thought life to a place where it will benefit the individual. Ms. Byrne suggests the following affirmation: 

“This is a magnificent Universe. The Universe is bringing all good things to me. The Universe is conspiring for me in all things. The Universe is supporting me in everything I do. The Universe meets all my needs immediately.” [27]

Lisa Nichols, also a Master Teacher, informs us that the first step to achieving our desires is to ask. 

“Make a command of the Universe. Let the Universe know what you want. The Universe responds to your thoughts.” [28] 

It seems that if one were to “command” God (the Universe) to produce all that he desired and wanted, he might prefer a different outcome. In my view, the secret to living the Christian life is to desire the things that God desires for us rather than making a command to fulfill one’s lusts. Dr. Joe Vitale offers this quip: “This is really fun. It’s like having the Universe as your catalogue. It is You placing your order with the Universe. It’s really that easy.” [29]

Nichols continues by stating that the second step in achieving all that we want is to believe. “Believe that it is already yours. Have what I love to call unwavering faith. Believing in the unseen.” In the moment you ask, and believe and know you already have it in the unseen, the entire Universe shifts to bring it into the seen. In other words, God/The Universe immediately tunes to your frequency and then because of the Law of Attraction, he is obligated to supply all your wants. Vitale makes another head-scratching comment when he states, 

“The Universe will start to rearrange itself to make it happen for you. You don’t need to know how it’s going to come about. You don’t need to know how the Universe will arrange itself.” [30] Just simply believe! 

The third step according to Nichols is to receive that which we have commanded. Nichols states that an important part of our receiving is for us to feel wonderful about it. Beckwith comments, 

“This is a feeling Universe. If you just intellectually believe something, but you have no corresponding feeling underneath that, you don’t necessarily have enough power to manifest what you want in your life. You have to feel it.” I can understand that! I recognize that I have limited power. What power I may have is only that which God allows me through the Holy Spirit to do His good will—not mine. I also recognize that no matter how wonderful I “feel,” my feeling about something is not what is going to make it right in God’s sight. It is only when I apply His will to the matter that I see appropriate results. 

The premise that mankind and the impersonal Universe are interconnected is widely taught within occultic, New Age, literature. They teach that all-is-One. Man is an integral part of The Supreme Mind and he is seen as being one with it, to the point that he is the source of the Universe. [31]

The Universe and The Higher Self
The concept of an impersonal energy or force that is the “Universe” is not a new thought. It has been around for a long time and has been recognized in numerous belief systems that do not reflect God’s truth. 

Gary Zukav teaches that we should trust the Universe because it is working toward our best and most appropriate end. He adds that if we do trust the Universe it will provide all that we desire: “Let your higher self complete its task. [32] In other words, allow the Universe (God) to complete its work in you as you come to fully realize that your “Higher Self" is the Divine Teacher. 

Wayne Dyer helps clarify the role that the Higher Self plays in our understanding of who we truly are. In his text Your Sacred Self, he makes this observation: 

“When you consult your higher self, you learn that you are a part of the same divine essence that connects all of us to the source of spirit. There is one God, one source with many different manifestations.” [33] 

Dyer says that we relate to others in “terms of the divineness that is flowing through them, which is a manifestation of the energy supporting the physical world. On the path of the sacred way, you experience that force flowing through you and others.” [34] He declares that we short-circuit the manifestation of our Higher Selves (the divine spirit within) when we practice a toxic lifestyle. A toxic lifestyle would be one that denied man’s personal divinity. Dyer goes on to say, “To allow your highest self to triumph in this conflict between purity and toxicity, you must let go of any idea that at your core you are evil or a sinner.”[35]

To sum it up Ms. Byrne makes this observation: “So whichever way you look at it, the result is still the same. We are One. We are all connected, and we are all part of the One Energy Field, or the One Supreme Mind, or the One Consciousness, or the One Creative Source. Call it whatever you want, but we are all One.”[36] The message of The Secret is plain for all to see: “You are God in a physical body. You are Spirit in the flesh. You are Eternal Life expressing itself as you. You are a cosmic being. You are all power. You are magnificence. You are the creator, and you are creating the creation of You on this planet.” [37]


The Higher Self and Guidance
Rhonda Byrne and her Secret Teachers have played their metaphysical hand close to their vest. However, they have allowed their secret teaching to come through on occasion. Ultimately, yielding your life to the Universe and discovering your Higher Self implies that you must at some point submit to its deepest presence. 

Ms. Byrne confides that 

“To love yourself fully, you must focus on a new dimension of You. You must focus on the presence inside of You. Take a moment and sit still. Focus on feeling the life presence inside you. As you focus on the presence within, it will begin to reveal itself to You. It is a feeling of pure love and bliss, and it is perfection. That presence is the real You.” [38]

Ms. Byrne offers her viewer and reader a sure-fire avenue to connecting with the “Presence” within. She states without reservation that all teachers in her film and in her book use meditation to quiet their minds so they can be in full harmony with the Universe. She says every teacher uses meditation as a daily practice. She then adds that “it wasn’t until I discovered The Secret that I realized how powerful meditation can be.” [39] [Also See What Eastern Gurus Say About Occult Practices]

To hear the Master Teachers of The Secret tell it, one would think that discovering one’s Higher Self or inner teacher is the high point of spiritual or self discovery. In her book The Possible Human, Jean Huston makes this observation regarding the Presence. Ms. Houston is guiding her students through an exercise and she tells them that 

“In the room is a Master Teacher of the skill—this person or being is your Master Teacher, and in the time that follows this teacher will give you deep and potent instructions to help you improve your skill. The Master Teacher may speak in words or not. Teachings may present themselves as feelings. However this being works with you, the learning on your part will be effective and deep. Once you become familiar with your Master Teacher and begin to trust and act on the advice and knowledge that is imparted, you will find it increasingly easy to have access to this kind of deep learning . . .”

Houston fully discloses the true nature of this inner Presence that Ms. Byrne alludes to. Apparently unable to contain her enthusiasm, she further states, 

"The Master Teacher is a potent reminder of our inner ‘allies’ and may often provide much more teaching and wisdom than we had intended when we set out on this journey. And the exercise may also lead you to the discovery that the inner realms have their own subtle machinations for guiding you . . . we must also listen to them, for they have urgent messages to send us. If we cooperate with them—that is, with our own deepest knowing—we begin to notice an astounding change in our lives. [40]

If this is confusing, allow me to sum it up this way. When you enter the realm of spiritual discovery through meditative practices or some other psycho-spiritual methodology you will at some point find yourself face to face with a demon masquerading as your inner guide or Master Teacher. It is instructive to note that this inner guide or spirit guide will at some point in time bring you an urgent message from the “other side.” The subtle deception that lies in wait for its innocent prey is not discriminating. It will consume whomever it finds to seduce. [Also See The Teachings of the Spirits, Channeling And Ascended Masters]


Spiritual Discernment
Earlier I mentioned that I believe Michael Bernard Beckwith to be a troubling figure in the unfolding of The Secret and its Law of Attraction. Rhonda Byrne became the “Big Get” for many in the world of television and the media. 
Oprah Winfrey was no different. After Ms. Byrne appeared on Oprah she realized her dreams as her film and book sales went through the roof. After her segment on Oprah The Secret was officially out and the book instantly became the bestseller literally overnight. 

Michael Bernard Beckwith appeared with Ms. Byrne on Oprah and became an instant celebrity. His second Oprah appearance included the taking of questions from audience members. One of particular note was a lady named Maureen. Her question centered on her being a Christian. Maureen stated that her family puts their faith in God, and that it seemed to her that The Secret teaches that we should put our faith in ourselves. “And so,” she said, “I was wondering, is God anywhere in this?"
Here is what Beckwith had to say to Maureen: 

“The Secret involves the laws of the universe and they, in turn, describe the nature of how God works. [Jesus] said, 'Pray believing that ye have, that ye may receive.' That's The Secret in a nutshell. Pray believing and feeling and sensing that you already have it, and then you're available to receive it." 

The disturbing part of his answer came when he offered this thoughtful conclusion to Maureen’s question: 

"The Secret isn't about contradicting religion—it supports it. It actually goes underneath the culture and explains to you the sacred laws that these wonderful teachers have brought to us," he said. 

According to Beckwith, The Secret is about supporting the great spiritual traditions in a more modern form. "It really is just putting Christianity, Judaism, all the great teachings into a current vernacular." 

He smoothed the rippling waters created by her question and by side-stepping her real concern he offered her a decoy. His implication was that the archaic teachings and mis-interpretations of the Bible can no longer be held as the standard of truth, but this new generation of believers is looking for ways to better connect with spiritual truth.

Sadly, there are a multitude of Maureens in the greater Christian church who may be easily persuaded by the decoys of spiritual heresy. It was interesting to see Oprah turn in her chair and catch Maureen’s eye and declare that she is a Christian, thereby implying that the teachings of The Secret as delivered by Beckwith are rock solid Christian principles. [41]

The greater “spiritual traditions” referred to by Beckwith are no less than the perennial philosophy and ancient wisdom taught by proponents of New Age thought and organizations like the Rosicrucians and other occult groups. The Rosicrucians teach that members will “achieve a gradual inner awakening, leading to a permanent awareness of the unity of all creation and your personal relationship with the ‘oneness’ of the universe.” [42]


Lost in Commonsenseville!?
Deception always comes packaged in a veneer of truth. Otherwise it would not be acceptable! The Secret is no different. There are several aspects of the teaching that would be good and right to exhibit in one’s life. Here are some examples:

1. We should be grateful. Christians should be grateful in all things. The scriptures use the word “contentment.” Philippians 4:11 tells us that we are to be content in whatever state we find ourselves. In regards to the teaching of The Secret I found this verse particularly interesting. The verse begins, “Not that I complain of want . . .” My reading of The Secret reveals just that. My wants and desires must be brought into manifestation because I simply ask. Ms. Byrne makes this observation: “It is impossible to bring more into your life if you are feeling ungrateful about what you have. Why? Because the thoughts and feelings you emit as you feel ungrateful are all negative emotions.” The following verses (4:12-13) in Philippians offer us a glimpse into the meaning of the real secret to life: “I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound; in any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance, and want. I can do all things through him who strengthens me.” In contrast, the teaching of The Secret is that by expressing gratitude we increase our opportunity to receive more. [43]

2. We should give thanks. Above all, the Christian should be thankful because of what Jesus did for him on the cross. However, there are those who are less than thankful. Romans 1:20 tells us that we have no excuse of not knowing that God exists because of His creation. Verse 21 says, "Although they knew God they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking and their senseless minds were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools . . .”

Colossians 3:15-17 offers new believers this exhortation: 

“And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts . . . And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your hearts to God.”

Michael Bernard Beckwith says that we are to sing our own song. The scripture seems clear that our song is to glorify God rather than ourselves. Beckwith comments, “You can begin to feel the love that’s surrounding you, even if its not there. And what will happen is the universe will correspond to the nature of your song.”[44] In other words the Universe—God—will comply with the commands in “our song.” 

3. We should give liberally. It is without question that the Christian should be a generous giver because he has been given so much. 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 offers this truth: 

“The point is this: he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must do as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that you may always have enough of everything and may provide in abundance for every good work.”

On the other hand, The Secret teaches that “giving is a powerful action to bring more money into your life, because when you are giving you are saying, ‘I have plenty.’” [45] 
The principle here, for those who follow the teachings of the Law of Attraction, is to be positive in your actions and thereby send the correct frequency or vibration into the Universe so you can get more. In my view, the biblical standard is far more pleasing to a holy God.

4. We should focus on the good in others. The Christian is to consider others better than himself and not become jaded. Philippians 2:3 offers this counsel: 

Do nothing from selfishness or conceit, but in humility count others better than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 

Here once again, The Secret or the Law of Attraction is contrary to the teachings of Jesus. Marci Shimoff makes this revealing statement: “But for relationships to really work, we need to focus on what we appreciate about the other person, not what we’re complaining about.” [46] On the surface this admonition sounds really great; however, as we have seen before in the Law of Attraction, the actor’s actions are really all about getting what he wants. Shimoff continues her comment, “When we’re complaining about those things we’re only getting more of those things.” The dynamics of inter-personal relationships do seem to agree with Shimoff’s premise: if we’re less than adorable we’re going to get that reflected back to us by others. I agree that this may likely be the case. But our doing so as a follower of The Secret is to multiply our chances at getting what we want rather than looking after the interests of others.

5. We should praise and bless our enemies. The scripture clearly teaches that the Christian is to bless others. [47] The Christian who hears this idea from the stable of teachers under Rhonda Byrne will likely believe that The Secret is in alignment with God’s Word. But not so fast! According to Lisa Nichols, we are to recognize the beauty in those things around us and then “bless and praise them.” Ms. Byrne offers this understanding of blessing: “Lisa’s wise words, to ‘praise and bless’ the things around you, are worth their weight in gold. When you are blessing or praising you are on the highest frequency of love. In the Bible, the Hebrews used the act of blessing to bring forth health, wealth, and happiness.” In other words, we should confer our blessing so we might gain prosperity! Another head-shaking comment follows the above statement: “Praising and blessing dissolves all negativity, so praise and bless your enemies.”[48] Blessing is an important part of the Christian life. We are blessed to be a blessing. Psalm 128:1 and 4 say, “Blessed is every one who fears the Lord, who walks in his ways! Lo, thus shall the man be blessed who fears the Lord.” The Psalmist draws our attention to another truth that The Secret chooses to ignore. Ms. Byrne’s worldview and that of all likeminded teachers discounts the precept that one should fear the Lord. In their view, the “Lord”, the Universe, is not to be feared, but to be commanded to act on their behalf and bring them the riches they desire. 


Finding Our Way in Commonsenseville
In the Law of Attraction and The Secret it is difficult to discern the occultic trappings when our focus is on such commonsense teachings as seen above. However, for the discerning it becomes clear that the perceived “truths” taught as The Secret are in reality false teachings for the Christian. They do not line up with God’s Word. They are out of focus and agreement. 

The Secret is the latest in a series of examples that are used by the enemy of truth to nullify God’s authoritative Word. A previous film that made its way into the minds of many unsuspecting viewers was What the Bleep!?, a 2004 film dealing with much of the same material as The Secret. There have been numerous books touted by Oprah Winfrey and others who sing the praises of the same world view. [49] 

Romans 12:1-2 offers us God’s truth in light of the emotional feelings encouraged in The Secret. Paul exhorts his brothers, 

I appeal to you therefore by the mercies of God to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may prove what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

Note that Paul did not say that we should consult our feelings about the matter, but that our spiritual worship is to present our bodies as a sacrifice to the Lord. The message of The Secret is not selflessness, but selfishness and self indulgence. 

The discerning Christian must not only become aware of such cultural shifts as noted above, but he must be well-informed of the underlying falsity of such views—to judge rightly using the scripture as his guiding light. Our adversary is not asleep at the switch. He is looking for those whom he may devour by his cunning deception. The challenge for the Christian is to remain true to the scripture and faithful to the end. Our life’s purpose is to glorify our Father. Jesus clarified this truth by saying, “By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples.” [50] Then Jesus added, 

And this is eternal life, that they know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you sent. I glorified thee on earth, having accomplished the work which thou gave me to do; and now, Father glorify thou me in thy own presence with the glory which I had with thee before the world was made. [51]

We have seen by the above information that the purpose of the Christian life is to glorify God—not one’s self. It is not about garnering the wealth of the world, or to live in perfect health. Our true motivation in all that we do is to honor our Creator and to point others to the mercies and goodness of a loving Father


Author's Comment
This article is dedicated to Maureen who appeared on Oprah 2/16/2007, and the other Maureens who desire to know if the message of The Secret is one that they might incorporate into their Christian lives. My prayer is that this article will help them discern God's truth and then apply it in their lives. Proverbs 4:23
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InPlainSite.com is a fundamentalist, anti-charismatic, anti-Catholic site. Certain inclusions have to be read with caution and discretion by Catholics. Some portions of articles that are offensive to Catholics and some paragraphs that are doctrinally incorrect from a Catholic perspective have been excised by me, while others have not so that the integrity and continuity of the information is not compromised.

Moreover, despite its anti-Catholic doctrinal positions, InPlainSite.com has reproduced articles by Catholic writers such as Lee Penn who cites Vatican documents and the Catechism.

Exposing the New Age cuts across doctrinal affiliations.

In the three compilations, there are some topics that are critical of Catholicism. Two such areas are the issues of contemplative prayer and mysticism. Catholic practices like the Lectio Divina are not acceptable to Protestant ministries such as InPlainSite.com. Such inclusions have been unavoidable not only because they are not acceptable to a wide range of evangelicals and so are also to be found in other articles on this ministry’s web site, but also because of their arguments against New Age practices such as Centering Prayer, Labyrinths, etc. [to name just a couple of then] which concerns are shared by Catholic writers themselves since they are promoted mostly by Catholic priests and institutions. Honest Catholic readers must accept certain historical facts even if the Protestant authors of the individual articles are wrong in their conclusions.
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