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Muscular Catholicism. Back to the gym
https://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/vortex-muscular-catholicism
By Michael Voris, July 7, 2017

With rare exception, no Catholic under the age of 50 has any real living memory of a robust, muscular Catholicism. What they have experienced because of the feminization of the liturgy and other important aspects of the One True Faith, owing to effeminate clergy, is a wimpy Catholicism.

Imagine the scene in a gym where a bunch of muscular gym rats are standing around grunting and lifting heavy weights and getting stronger. Then there is the wimpy dude, sort of hanging out in the corner, afraid to get in and start building himself up. Wimpy Catholicism — is there anything more repulsive to the soul?

See, the evils of the Left, which have also invaded the hearts and minds of many Church leaders, are represented by gym rats. They're always there lifting and pushing and straining, getting bigger, stronger, faster. The wimpy guy is intimidated by them, so he hangs back a little, willing to engage them on any topic and every topic other than his gym routine. The feminized or effeminate wimp will not confront anything directly — not himself and certainly not them.

Yet confrontation is the name of the game in Catholicism. You cannot be a faithful Catholic without a spirit of confrontation. You must move from being a wimp to being the biggest, strongest, fastest guy in the gym. And here's the sad reality: We actually used to be the biggest, strongest, fastest. The gym rats have always been strong, but not as strong as we once were. But Catholics gave up the challenge. We got soft. We started skipping the gym, at first not very frequently, but then more routinely. We got off our protein-rich diet and slowly introduced sugar and bad carbs. Meanwhile, the evil gym rats grew bigger and eventually overtook us.

And too many Catholics have now become terrified wimps. Afraid to get back in shape, they have tried to completely change the game. These girly-man Catholics want to go back to the gym and tell the rats how happy and joyful they are, thinking such news will make the evil rats put down their weights and walk away from admiring themselves in the mirror. Good luck with that gym evangelization technique.

Evil loves the confrontation. Evil loves the fight. That's why evil is always in your face. And this is true of whatever arena evil holds sway: the news media, the entertainment media, the courts, politics, whatever. They are in a continual state of confrontation. It's the only language they know because they are motivated not by righteous anger, which the good guys should be, but by rage.

There is rage stemming from their guilty consciences about their gay sex, their cohabitation, their hook-up culture, their devastated psyches — all expressed in the most vulgar terms they can dream up. Kathy Griffin and other Hollywood types with their "kill Trump" message, the Women's March with their kitty-cat hats, the leftist media with their relentless Russia-Russia-Russia narrative, are some current examples.

But now, because the political Right has found its footing, it's pushing back, confronting the confronters. CNN and The New York Times, chief among the cultural confronters, have had to retract and apologize for a series of fake news articles. Kathy Griffin is more of a "has been" than she ever was. Johnny Depp had to apologize for his comments in England that he would kill Trump. There are many other examples, but you get the point. You battle bullies by fighting back, not by succumbing.

When we pivot to the situation in the Church, affairs are even worse. Church leaders have dropped on the laity that they must be meek in the wrong sense of the word: accepting, tolerant, non-confrontational and nonjudgmental. Meanwhile, they shove their vile evil down our throats and dress it up as theological. It's not theological; it's social justice garbage and rolling over and playing dead to sexual immoralities.

Three generations ago, our grandfathers spoke like men. That doesn't mean they were rude or vulgar or mean. But it does mean they were men. They spoke clearly and directly, and you never wondered what they meant when they were done talking. But this kind of muscular Catholicism is anathema to the effeminate clergy. They are enormous confronters themselves. They just don't want you to confront them back. How, for example, could anyone look at Fr. James Martin and Cdl. Joseph Tobin and think these men are not confronting the truths of Jesus Christ? And where are the voices confronting them back?

Unlike the cultural evils, which destroy people on this earth, the evils of these men and many others like them destroy men for eternity. On their current path, they will go to Hell, but they will take millions with them because no one stood up to confront them. Too many Catholic leaders these days are not Catholic any longer, if they ever were. They think like the world, they consort with the world, and they have adopted the tactics of the world. They need to be confronted.

You are a baptized Catholic. Get to the gym. Start pounding the weights of a devotional life. Get back on your diet of authentic teaching, and get ready for a brawl with the gym rats. The eternal destinies of you and your children depend on it.

5 of 201 readers’ comments

1. Feminization is the death knell of any religion or institution. Women have been allowed far too much influence, even as the Bible admonishes the idea of them participation. Here's a tip, ladies. Happiness and joy are signs of failure. Aggressive combativeness is symptomatic of a winner.

2. It is terrible that many Catholics want to ignore the Spiritual Works of Mercy, and are only interested in The Corporal Works of Mercy. It's very strange.
3. One of the things which is most responsible for the growth of this 'wimpishness' was the emphasis on 'ecumenism' which was presented to Catholics as meaning: be welcoming and nice to everyone (and, most importantly, to their ideas) who had previously been the 'separated brethren'. The confusion of being told that the truth 'subsists' in the Catholic Church but that 'aspects' of the truth are to be found in, for example, the various Protestant sects, translated into ordinary language as: the Catholic Church is not the one, true Church: it is only a 'denomination' along with all the others. The people who had been strong and secure in their faith did not know how to deal with this Brave New World and went back into their shells. I would go so far as to say that this post-Council 'ecumenism' in challenging, whether consciously or not, the Truth of the Church, was almost solely responsible for all that followed.

4. They need to be confronted, indeed. Moses confronted Pharaoh; St. John the Baptist confronted Herod. St. Dismas confronted the bad thief. Our Lord confronted the Temple authorities, money changers and market merchants for desecrating His Father's House. Our Lord confronted the Scribes and Pharisees, calling them a brood of vipers, whited sepulchers.

4. Is confrontation the best method for conversion? Or is witness the best method?

5. Good question. Witness is fine but what does it mean? Being good and hoping others learn to be good by your example? Jesus told his Apostles to go and teach - confront people with a truth they did not have. Is there a way to confront without being rude? Of course. We give up all teaching because we haven't thought this through - you CAN share the truth with anyone even when they will 'get' that you mean they don't have the truth, or they have a twisted version of it.

Jesus doesn’t water down his teachings
https://onepeterfive.com/jesus-doesnt-water-down-his-teachings/ 
By Eric Sammons, July 6, 2017
Editor’s Note: The following is adapted from the recently-published book The Old Evangelization by 1P5 author Eric Sammons, published by Catholic Answers Press.
One day, back when I was a diocesan director of evangelization, I was meeting with a pastor and some of his staff about launching evangelization efforts in their parish. The pastor had a sincere longing to bring people back to the Church, and he lamented the large numbers who had abandoned the Faith in recent decades. But during our discussion he repeatedly blamed the Church itself for this mass exodus, insisting that evangelization should consist primarily of apologizing to disaffected Catholics.

At first I assumed he meant apologizing for the clergy sex-abuse scandals, and naturally I agreed with him about that. After all, I knew that even lesser wrongs committed by priests can drive people away from the Church. Only after some further discussion did I realize that he wanted to apologize not only for the sins of Church leaders but for some of the Church’s teachings, particularly the most countercultural ones, such as those prohibiting contraception, abortion, and divorce.

Hardness of Heart 
Unfortunately, this pastor’s attitude is widespread among Catholics—both lay and clerical—far too many of whom downplay or even deny certain Church teachings to keep the pews full; they want to lighten what they see as an impossible burden.

Things were similar in Christ’s day. Although in our day the word Pharisee is used to characterize a harsh “right-winger,” the Pharisees of Christ’s time in fact advocated relaxed laws regarding divorce and remarriage. In Matthew 19 we see them challenge Jesus on this issue, looking for ways to trip him up. According to the law of Moses, it was permissible for a man to divorce his wife (Deut. 24:1–4). But Jesus supersedes this law, harkening back to the time of Creation: “Have you not read that he who made them from the beginning made them male and female, and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one’? So they are no longer two but one. What therefore God has joined together, let not man put asunder” (Matt. 19:4–6). As for Moses’ permission for divorce, he explains: “For your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for unchastity, and marries another, commits adultery; and he who marries a divorced woman, commits adultery” (Matt. 19:8–9).

It’s important to remember that when the Pharisees challenged Christ, they did so as publicly as possible, hoping to discredit him. So when they asked him about divorce, they likely did so in front of a crowd, including Jews who were themselves divorced. 

Yet Christ didn’t hesitate to uphold the stricter law of marriage, and made it clear that to remarry after a divorce is “adultery” (Matt. 19:9). Such a “hard teaching” was surely difficult for some in the crowd to hear, and no doubt Jesus lost followers by insisting on it.

So, just as Jesus didn’t soften his teachings about divorce and remarriage in his own time, neither should we in ours. We have already seen how the modern acceptance of divorce has led to widespread suffering, especially on the part of women and children. So, while obeying the “hard teachings” of Jesus may sometimes be painful, obeying them is necessary to prevent even greater pain.

Make Disciples
The logic behind avoiding the “hard teachings” while evangelizing is simple:

1. We want to evangelize and bring people into the Church.

2. The “hard teachings” will drive people away from the Church.

3. Therefore, we must minimize, ignore, or even reject these “hard teachings.”

On the surface this logic is impeccable. In reality it leads to the Episcopal Church. No denomination has done more to soften its teachings and make itself socially acceptable than the Episcopalians. How did that work out for them? According to the Episcopal Church Annual, in 1965 there were 3,615,000 baptized Episcopalians. Every year following showed a decline, and by 2014, there were only 1,956,042 baptized members, a 46 percent decrease. The conclusion is inescapable: making its teachings more attractive led to a mass exodus.

Perhaps counterintuitively, then, the result of avoiding Christ’s “hard teachings” isn’t flocks of people coming through the church doors, but the opposite. After all, why would someone make the sacrifice of getting up early on Sunday and spending an hour sitting in a pew to hear a message they could hear 24/7 from the mainstream media? If a church says—either explicitly or implicitly—that the vows of marriage can be broken, what distinguishes that church from everyone else? Why bother listening to it?

This does not mean that proclaiming the “hard teachings” boldly will result in a massive number of conversions and full pews. After all, they’re called “hard teachings” because they are hard. Many people will find them too hard and reject them, and reject the messenger who preaches them. But what is the goal of evangelization? Just to have full pews? No, the real goal is making disciples. In his final words to his apostles, Christ said, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you” (Matt. 28:19–20). Note these words carefully, for they are the marching orders of every Catholic evangelist:

1. Make disciples. We’re not trying to get people to join a club; we’re inviting them to make a radical commitment that will change their lives dramatically. This makes evangelization fundamentally different from any membership drive or marketing program.

2. Baptizing them. Becoming a disciple means entering the Church and living a sacramental life, which entails certain prohibitions. For example, one cannot receive any other sacraments until one is baptized, cannot receive Communion if not in a state of grace, and cannot get married if there are any impediments to marriage. To live a sacramental life, then, requires abiding by some strict rules.

3. Teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. Note that Jesus said “all.” None of Christ’s teachings are superfluous; in no instance do we find him allowing his disciples to pick and choose which teachings they will follow. He knows that we will find our true fulfillment only if we submit to all he asks of us.

What Catholicism teaches is far deeper, far more meaningful, and far more joyful than what the world does. Yes, it often demands more of us, but it also bears more and better fruit. By undercutting Church teachings to make them more like the world’s, we paradoxically make the Church less attractive, not more. When I was first exploring Catholicism, a Catholic friend compared it to a delicious seven-course meal: it has everything to delight the palate and satisfy your hunger. Anything less is a poor substitute—more like fast food. As Catholic evangelists, then, we should always follow Christ’s lead and proclaim all of his teachings—even the hard ones—with joy and confidence, knowing they are the path to eternal happiness.

Something sinister at play. Just say it like it is. What’s the problem?
https://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/vortex-something-sinister-at-play
By Michael Voris, July 6, 2017 

Something is very weird at this Convocation of Catholic Leaders. There's a lot of confusion and disagreement among the delegates over exactly what the whole purpose of this is. Each day, we just sit in the lobby and wait for delegates to stroll out of the various sessions, and we just talk to them privately.

If you were looking for some unified interpretation of what's happening inside, you'd be hard pressed to find it. 

And there is a definite dividing line between those who are all caught up in the emotion of the event versus those who taking a more probing view of things. For example, the delegates, who are more concerned with the crisis and feel the fix is to return to our roots, aren't very impressed.

They oppose the whole lurch toward a more Protestant approach, which has been prevalent in the U.S. Church for decades but has become more solidified in the past, say, five years or so. They're telling us that the conferences are largely dominated by the language of theo-babble with the words — peripheries, encounter, margins, experience, meeting people where they're at — being used so much that a religious sister said privately that it was nothing other than verbal diarrhea.

Then there are others who seem a little less clued in on the depth of the crisis who are all excited about going to the peripheries and meeting people where they are so they can have an encounter. But when you try to nail them down on what does that mean, exactly, things become pretty vague, pretty fast. Different people have all kinds of different interpretations of it; and they don't seem to be getting any real direction in concrete cases. Even some bishops we've stopped and chatted with are kind of all over the map about what all this vocabulary means.

We've asked some more astute delegates what troubles them the most, and their answers have been that there isn't a lot of clear decisive language about saving souls and getting them to convert. Those words are offered here and there, but the vocabulary dominating the discussions is the mushy "theology of encounter" out on the "peripheries." And peripheries seems to have a very elastic meaning, but more importantly and worrisome, is that various delegates here seem very uncertain or unsure of what they're supposed to do or say when they arrive at the peripheries, wherever those peripheries are.

There seems to be an overall sense of Catholics need to talk to non-Catholics or former Catholics, but what they are supposed to say or, for that fact, what they are actually trying to accomplish in the discussions seems to be up for grabs. Some delegates were troubled that the very clear notion of the need to convert or revert to the Catholic faith for your salvation has not really been articulated in any meaningful way. The express doctrine of the necessity of the Church for salvation doesn't seem to have been brought up explicitly, at least not with any frequency.

And this issue, the necessity of the Church and adhering to Her teachings, seems to be the shaky ground issue because it's not entirely clear, which it should be at a conference like this. It's not clear that there is any real unity of that single issue, among the delegates or even the bishops. Some are clearly in that camp. No doubt about it. They're inside the conferences and the talks, and they are concerned. Others are just caught up in the event and the emotion of it and seem a little clueless about the larger issues.

And then there is a third group, also good hearted and well-intentioned, who seem to understand the problems in the Church and are yet unwilling to take that last step and grapple with the hard reality that this has all been orchestrated in such a way so as to deliberately have the Church in chaos. It's a very difficult reality to come to terms with, that there are some bishops who are perfectly content to use the language of inclusion and encounter and peripheries and meeting people where they're at in order to advance a decidedly uncatholic agenda. But that is the reality. For example, while this event was happening, the bishop of San Jose, Patrick McGrath, issued a letter essentially attacking Bp. Thomas Paprocki of Springfield, Illinois, who recently issued a letter of his own, instructing that practicing homosexuals be barred from the sacraments and without having shown any signs of repentance for their sins, be denied a Catholic funeral. Homosexualist Fr. James Martin savaged Paprocki in a tweet storm and then McGrath wrote this letter of his own.

Cardinal Donald Wuerl has had a looming presence here, and you will recall that he was one of the leaders at the synods in Rome, making sure that the language was as elastic as possible and non-judgmental sounding and all that. Wuerl has been one of the out front cardinals about okaying sacrilegious Holy Communions under the cover of all are welcome and inclusion and so forth. At the synods, he was front and center about promoting the theology of "encounter" and the need for a new vocabulary in the Church, which just happened to be more accepting of homosexuality and the gay agenda.

And of course, there has been the steady stream of social justice chatter about immigration and so forth. Not any real discussion about, for example, should divorced and civilly remarried Catholics be admitted to Holy Communion — seems to be a great big topic in the Church right now — so it's more than strange than it's not on the official agenda; I mean, talk about going to the peripheries. Why wouldn't that be on the agenda? Seems like it should be front and center, as a matter of fact.

Where's the solid discussion and pointers about meeting former Catholics on the peripheries of, say, the contraception issue for example? Where is the discussion about encountering these people and inviting them to fix their lives and come back to the Church or is that even really the goal of the organizers of all this? See, this is what we mean, there's nothing concrete, nothing solid here. It's all verbal blather and bluster, which never gets around to making a clear statement. In the end, no one we've spoken with, regardless of where they fall on the spectrum, has been able to really articulate what the precise point of all this has been.

When the 3,500 delegates leave here, what are they supposed to head home and do? We've spoken to quite a few of them, again, including some bishops, and we've yet to hear any kind of articulation on what's next. There's not really any concrete discussion or conferences on the meat of the Faith, just the need to go out and be missionary disciples, whatever that means, but about what remains cloaked in language of mystery.

The other somewhat vexing issue is this — the delegates at this event were personally handpicked by their respective dioceses, recognized for their leadership in various areas. It needs to be asked, how are these people leaders then, if they haven't already been trying to go to the peripheries and have encounters? What exactly have they been doing, ensconced in the chanceries and their various areas of work?

There are lots of questions coming from this event — lots! And the troubling thing is, there don't seem to be any solid answers — murky, unclear, make it up as you go along kind of approach but not much in the way of concrete. A more critical analysis of this very expensive gathering, which has raked in a lot of money, might go something like this: There has been a deliberate attempt to not be clear about very much — to keep the discussion ethereal and murky as possible so as to plant this loose vocabulary in the minds of various lay leaders so that they may carry this language back to their diocese and establish it as the new vocabulary. In that sense, it's been like a re-education camp — a massive theological sensitivity training seminar.

Many of the more simple folks here, to put it mildly, are being used by more clever people to prepare the ground for a more aggressive approach that will be coming down the road. An aggressive approach aimed at further watering down clear Catholic ideas, principles and teachings to make the somewhat more orthodox Catholic laity ready to accept sacrilegious Holy Communions to divorced and remarried and same-sex couples. It will all be ushered in under the guise of accompanying these people on their journey and meeting them where they're at and encountering them and so forth.

There is something sinister behind all this lack of clarity. Catholic vocabulary is very clear. It always has been. Lack of clarity is related to the diabolical. As we said to one bishop, why not just print up 100,000 Baltimore Catechisms and instruct the missionary disciples to teach the Faith using that language? He stopped and said, yes, you know, you're right. It worked for me. And then he shuffled off to the elevators.

It's clarity versus mushy vocabulary. And whenever there is a deliberate lack of clarity, something sinister is always at play.

Readers have left 195 comments

The Church of Nice (and easy). Love doesn’t always win
https://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/vortex-the-church-of-nice-and-easy
By Michael Voris, July 5, 2017
This Vortex is coming to you from the Convocation of Catholic Leaders at the Hyatt Regency in Orlando Florida — lots to report but no real surprises. First, moments, and we do mean just moments, after our crew arrived and went into the convention area, we were approached by 57-year-old Robert Yates, the designated head of security for the U.S. Bishops' Conference, who asked me if I was Michael Voris and then said, "You have to leave." This was roughly 45 seconds after we walked into the area.

Yates was of course under orders from his bosses and is a former military man hired by the bishops a few years back to oversee the implementation of their strategic plan. Clearly part of the "strategic planning" for this event involved keeping Church Militant as far away as possible.

The next morning we were handing out fliers to some delegates, which simply said save the Church and make sure evangelization involves speaking the hard truths. Again, the security team, this time many of them, were chasing us down and ordering us to not hand out anything to anyone. At one point, they even told us we can't even speak to any of the delegates.

Now, as you might imagine, we were a little taken aback that the Church of Nice, which is all about dialogue and tolerance demonstrated neither to us. I can't understand why we keep getting thrown out of events, even threatened to have the sheriffs called on us. Yates and his gang, with their strategic plan to prevent Catholics from speaking to fellow Catholics about the need to properly address the crisis in the Catholic Church, got hotel security in on the act. They came over and said the convocation people were feeling "harassed" by us, and we needed to stop talking with whoever would willingly stop and chat with us or they'd call the sheriffs. They were very cordial, just doing their job, at the request of course of the Robert Yates goon squad put in place by the bishops' conference.

The idiocy of this running off a group of Catholics talking about evangelization — like it's North Korea — is ridiculous on its face. And they wonder why so many leave the Church. The hilarious aspect of all this is that the theme of the convocation is "The Joy of the Gospel in America." They simply can't stop yammering on about how joyful they are until Church Militant shows up and wants a serious dialogue, then all the smiles go away.

And here is the heart of the matter. That a conference like this, with the bill largely footed by the social justice agents in the Church, would be happening at all completely overlooks the reality. The crisis in the Church is not owing to a lack of joy and evangelization but a lack of catechesis.

The night before we arrived, a somewhat well-known blogger, who is speaking at the conference, started screaming at us on our website, saying we were mean and all that nonsense and that we cause division and so forth. He said we hold on to our pet topics of abortion, same-sex marriage and sacrilegious Holy Communion and need to let them go — that they aren't the most important things. He said they have no place at a conference on evangelization, which should be about joy. And in a roundabout way, he proved our point. We've been saying for weeks that a conference on evangelization, without addressing the horrible state of catechesis, is pointless.

This convocation is pointless because it completely ignores the actual crisis. In fact, it sidesteps the hard work that needs to be done, talking about the Cross, and makes it all easy — just babble on about how much joy you have. People are not going to give up their sexual immorality because you're telling them how much more joyful they will be without their pornography.
Every survey and poll conducted in the past three years shows that the young leave the Church because they think none of it makes sense, and the culture has more solid explanations — more logical. You know, love wins — equality, coexist and all that. Schools explain those things to them, and without a logical counter argument from the storehouses of Catholic glory, they leave the Church. That's why this utter nonsense of placing your bets on appealing to emotion and not the intellect will be the death knell for the Church in America.

We are at a crucial, last-chance crossroads. Every social indicator there is says the Church is about to completely implode in the next five to ten years. Even enough of the leaders understand that. It's why they are having this conference, in spite of its incorrect solution to the real problem. They recognize the impending doom. The problem is the Church of Nice is going the easy route and not preaching the Cross. And having cast their lot this way, they will reap what they have sown.

There will be no reversal of the current crisis, no mass conversions to the Faith, no steady rebuilding. They have made an incorrect diagnosis and written a prescription for the wrong disease. The sad note is, with a little self-honesty and biting the bullet, it might have been very different.

2 of 523 readers’ comments

1. Next time book a couple of rooms at the hotel where this is taking place. They will not be able to force you out. You can also call on your followers to be outside and hold up signs requesting the Bishops do their job in teaching the faith.

2. Hi Michael. I believe they should have invited and included you in the list of speakers, and let you express your ideas because you have never rejected the Bible, the Holy Tradition, and the Magisterium. But, in face of their reaction, I'm concerned that some of your readers would think of creating a new church or something like that. The USCCB is reacting so badly to you that they may make it impossible for you to manifest your beliefs within the Church. So my request to all: please, don't ever consider that possibility!

Destroying innocents. Break out the millstones
https://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/vortex-destroying-innocents
By Michael Voris, June 30, 2017
Anyone and everyone who teaches the Catholic faith, most especially any clergy, need to revisit this particular warning from Our Blessed Lord. It's found in all three Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke. "Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea." That is the Son of God speaking — the Eternal Word, the Logos, God Incarnate.

Now, let's fast forward about 2,000 years to an interview I gave to the well-known, conservative YouTube commentator, Steven Crowder. A week or so earlier, he had made an announcement that he would welcome someone on his show who could talk to him about the Catholic Church. He was holding out the possibility of converting, if he could be convinced, now or in the future. Sometimes conversion takes a while. Not everyone has a "road to Damascus" experience.

After a large number of Church Militant supporters contacted the show and suggested we go on, Steven got in touch with us, and voilà, there were Steven and I talking about the Catholic Church and the One True Faith. The interview went way over because, well, that's what happens when deep subjects are discussed. Not everything can happen in a tweet.

During the interview, in the back of my mind I was thinking, wow, he's got some really odd notions about the Church, his understanding of the Church. He was jumping from one point to the next without ever sufficiently discussing it — almost like he was being tutored or coached on the fly to just keep rattling off one point after another. No one single point was ever developed, and these points do take time to develop because, well, you're talking about things of eternity and the supernatural, not recapping a baseball game.

For anyone who has been involved in any of these type discussions, you know that they generally go one of two ways — rapid fire, machine gun points being made from the Protestant side that generally don't make much sense because their underlying logic and principles are completely flawed or the person has a genuine interest and wants to know, not just challenge. Generally speaking, our interview, which was longer than 90 minutes, fell into the first category.

As it went along, again, I couldn't help but think to myself, something's wrong here. Here's a young fellow, an almost 30-year-old kiddo, who is demonstrably bright on most things political and cultural or at least has an intuition of the rightness of a thing. Yet here, there is this blind spot. None of the usual logic was present or connecting of the dots etc. And then he said something that brought everything into focus:

Steven Crowder: "I've heard this spoken a lot. I went to Catholic school, public school. And this is one thing we can say is going well in the Catholic Church ..."

Michael Voris: "You went to Catholic public school in Quebec?"

SC: "Yes. I was admonished for not being Catholic. See, this is the thing you don't understand being outside in the United States. Most people have it intertwined with their state power. And a huge, huge benefit of the First Amendment because of this. But yeah, I went to Catholic public school in Quebec. I also went to immersion school, because they thought I was retarded until the fourth grade because I had to learn it in French." 

MV: "That's because they thought you were conservative."

SC:  "Yes, exactly. Well, again, Catholic schools, everyone's Catholic, everyone is pro-abortion, you have liberals and liberal separatists."
MV: "They are bad Catholics."

SC: "Yes, they are."

MV: "By the way, what years were you there?"

SC: "I was there from age three until age 18. From 1990 to 2008."

MV: "You were there for the first generation after the collapse of the Church."

SC: "Yeah, certainly a rough go of it. My family was involved in the Church."

MC: "My apologies for all the bad Catholics who gave you bad information about the Church. They will have to answer to Jesus Christ for that." 

Steven Crowder, this innocent little kid with, I'm sure even at that age a bright young mind, had fallen victim to the evil of traitorous Catholics in the Catholic education system right in the heart of the crisis years. At one point of the interview, he even said something like the leaders of the Church support things that both he and I rail against. And he's right. Most of the hierarchy is in love with the political, social justice agenda of the Left and fall silent on the moral evils which the Left ignores: abortion, contraception, homosexuality, etc.

Steven Crowder was exposed for his entire youth to the perversity of false Catholicism presented by bad "Catholics," who had an agenda other than the salvation of his soul because bad Catholics don't believe in salvation or damnation, nor do they care about people's souls.

Here, we have in huge living color a pre-eminent example of the utter failure of many Catholic leaders who no longer believe the Faith or have invented their own version of the Catholic faith, making them at least philosophical Protestants. Steven Crowder is exactly one of those little ones who has been led astray, deprived of authentic Catholicism, and has fallen into the trap of Protestantism somewhat understandably.

He is the theological equivalent of so many American public school students who know nothing of authentic American history, for example, because their teachers lied to them and deceived them about the truth, even if only through omission. They are deceived on purpose to pervert an entire generation into accepting lies as truths because those entrusted with their intellectual care desire that they no longer live lives rooted in honesty and truth but misunderstanding and misinterpretation. The less they know and comprehend, the better for the forces of darkness. So they get them while they are young, never being square with them.

Steven Crowder is the theological product of the Church of Nice, not authentic Catholic truth. And he doesn't know it. Do those offspring of the devil who wear robes, the wolves in shepherds' clothing, understand the terrible fate that await them when they die? Do they understand that they will have to pay dearly, for eternity, for putting up roadblocks to salvation for bright young children like Steven, who grow up into bright young men but have no real touchstone to the only truth that matters in the end — Catholic truth?

Think of Steven Crowder while you are thinking again of what Our Blessed Lord said: "Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea."

The men and women who have twisted these young minds are jackals, feasting on the innocent. Their continual stream of social justice, liberal vomit becomes equated in young minds with Catholic teaching. When some of them, like Crowder, grow up and see the sham that liberalism is, they mistakenly but somewhat understandably associate that evil with Catholic teaching, and then make the uninformed conclusion that what the Church teaches can be flawed. No one is there to tell them that what they are hearing from theological dissidents is not Catholic teaching. Somewhere along the way, they need to be able to recognize that the two are not related. Ah, but there are a host of protestant liars and self-styled experts out there, willing to pounce and take advantage of their impressionable minds; and they have been handed ammo by bad Catholics, chief among them Judas clergy.

Venerable Abp. Fulton Sheen, on his way to being declared a saint, once famously said if you send your child to a Catholic school, he will lose the Faith. And if, we may add, he never had the Faith, he will find it that much more difficult to come to the Faith. There are going be a whole lot of millstones getting passed out on the Last Day for all the little ones who have been led into sin. 

Readers left 166 comments

Priest rebukes Vatican archbishop: No, Christian values don’t ‘defend themselves’
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/priest-rebukes-vatican-archbishop-no-christian-values-dont-defend-themselve
By Pete Baklinski, New York, July 18, 2017
An American canon lawyer and Catholic priest has criticized a Vatican archbishop for saying that Christian values do not need to be defended because “they defend themselves.”

"I am puzzled that Archbishop Paglia would say 'I am so certain of the power of Christian values that I don’t feel a need to defend them, they defend themselves.' This is a remarkable statement, especially coming from a shepherd of the Church whose duties include proclaiming the Church's teaching ‘in season and out of season,’” Fr. Gerald Murray, pastor of the Church of the Holy Family in New York City, told LifeSiteNews.

“If Archbishop Paglia feels no need to defend the Church's teaching then he has misunderstood his role. Christian values are roundly and vehemently rejected by the Church's opponents. To meet that challenge with silence could lead some people to think that he does not take those teachings seriously, or perhaps even rejects them himself. That type of confusion must be avoided by a vigorous defense of the Gospel whenever it is assailed,” he added.

Last week Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia dismissed concerns that Pope Francis’ controversial reforms of the Pontifical Academy for Life and the Pope John Paul II Institute for Marriage and the Family, which the Archbishop heads, signify any reluctance to fight for Christian values*.

“My view is the exact opposite: I am so certain of the power of Christian values that I don’t feel a need to defend them, they defend themselves,” he said in an interview with Alfa y Omega.
Paglia said in the interview that while some new members of the Pontifical Academy for Life might have “nuanced differences in the positions” that they take, “we are certain that no one will take a position contrary to Church teaching.”

But Fr. Murray said that he is not so sure of the archbishop’s promise.

“Since some already have done just that [taken a position contrary to Church teaching] in public writings and statements, how can he be sure that they will not continue to uphold their positions which do contradict Church teaching?” he said.

“If they have changed their positions, it would be incumbent on Archbishop Paglia to ask them to so state in public in order to reassure the faithful that Academy members will not use their position to undermine the Church's teaching in the future,” he added.
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1. These wolves have no place in the Vatican. They exist only because of the leader of the pack.
2. It seems mostly baloney is coming from the Vatican these days.
3. We have to pray for Fr. Murray. I wonder how long it will take Card. Dolan to ship him off to some falling apart parish in Fort Apache, The Bronx. It being New York City, the cardinal doesn't have some far off rural parish to send him to, which is usually where the good orthodox priests are sent.

4. Well, if it "defends itself", why on earth do we continue to put money in the offertory each week? Why do we need this huge church where all these men are sitting in the Vatican or in nice rectories all around the world? Why do we continue to fund vacations, retreats, holidays, travel, wine, lovely dinners, pagan put-ons, and so on, if it all just "defends itself"? These men clearly don't teach Catholicism, they hate it. Now they blatantly insult Americans who had the audacity to vote for President Trump and wish to avoid our nation being filled with enemy combatants. 
We are done with these sodomites in the Vatican, these mere men. Not one dime more for these diabolical imposters. Not one dime more.

5. If we do not need to defend Christian values what is the point of the Pontifical Academy for Life of which Paglia is the head? It would presumably save a lot of money if it was abolished and we could have a quiet life ignoring all those abortions and euthanasia. Something about a "ravening beast" comes to mind.

6. Jesus was the first to defend His teachings and to show us how to defend them. It has always been the way of Catholicism since Jesus. It's the age-old battle of the spirit against the world, flesh and devil till the end.

Isn't it obvious that when Paglia made his unconcerned declaration to not defend Catholic values, he gives an invitation to the faithful to step up and defend them, like Fr. Murray? Like Jesus would have His prelates do.

These heretics fear neither God nor man when they speak out boldly like this. The head of our Church gives a scandalous example by not rebuking his cardinals and bishops. Can Satan cast out Satan? Thank you Fr. Murray.

*Vatican Archbishop: I don’t need to defend Christian values, they ‘defend themselves’
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/vatican-archbishop-we-dontneed-to-defend-christian-values
By Pete Baklinski, Rome, July 14, 2017
A high ranking Vatican archbishop who heads a pro-life Academy as well as a theological institute for marriage and family said that Christian values do not need to be defended because “they defend themselves.”

Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia dismissed concerns that Pope Francis’ controversial reforms of the Pontifical Academy for Life and the Pope John Paul II Institute for Marriage and the Family, which the Archbishop heads, signify any reluctance to fight for Christian values. 

“My view is the exact opposite: I am so certain of the power of Christian values that I don’t feel a need to defend them, they defend themselves,” he said in an interview with Alfa y Omega published in English today.

Maria Madise of Voice of the Family called it “outrageous” to hear a high-ranking Vatican prelate with weighty responsibilities downplaying the need to defend Christian values. 

“Archbishop Paglia’s view that Christian values do not need defending in today’s society, that they defend themselves, would be a shocking statement from any Catholic. But coming from the head of the Pontifical Academy for Life in the face of an unprecedented degradation of human life, it is outrageous,” she told LifeSiteNews.

Paglia said those who question his commitment to defending life are “losing [their] minds,” and suggested that they themselves do not defend life because they are not "opposed to the death penalty" or speak of "gun-related homicides in the United States."

The Archbishop said that the challenge of preaching in the world of today’s complexities is exasperated by those who “compete with each other to see who is the most faithful to [Catholic] tradition.”

Paglia suggested in the interview that the Church’s teaching on life, marriage, and family prior to Pope Francis was inadequate in dealing with “human life in all its complexity.” He said that the Academy for Life has to “broaden its horizon” and undergo a “reform,” what he called a “widening of perspectives.”

“The Academy, which was focused on bioethical issues, has to broaden its horizons. It has to understand both life itself and the stages of life. The reform means taking the measure of human life in all its complexity, in all its aspects and conditions, in the context of the relationship between man and creation….All this requires a redesign, an [sic] widening of perspectives, more areas of study, a renewal,” he said. 

Paglia is the archbishop who was featured in a homoerotic painting he commissioned in his Cathedral and who oversaw the release of a controversial sex-ed program last year during World Youth Day in Poland. 

He called the reform currently being implemented by the order of Pope Francis in the institutions he oversees a “new strategy” and an “ambitious project.”

When asked if the “new strategy” involves the Church retreating from the fight for the right to life of the preborn, Paglia responded in the negative. But, he then immediately criticized those who hold “strongly held positions on this question,” saying that they wage what he called “ideological battles.”

Judie Brown, President of American Life League, called Paglia’s “new strategy” an “insult to Christ and His bride, the Church.”

“Today's culture is only lacking one thing: and that is acceptance of the truth that God and His laws are the beacon of light that saves souls,” she told LifeSiteNews. “Catholic teaching is not now, nor has it ever been, nor will it ever be, deficient,” she added.

Brown said that by the Archbishop’s suggestion that the Church’s teaching on life, marriage, and family are somehow now deficient in answering the complexities of today amounts to a betrayal of the Church and the God he claims to serve. 

“What Paglia is saying betrays not only Church teaching but is exemplary of the mental picture I have of him spitting in the face of Christ himself. His words are an insult to truth,” she said. 

Michael Hichborn, president of the U.S.-based Lepanto Institute criticized Paglia’s “new strategy.” 

“The saints throughout history never plotted, planned, or strategized their way to making converts, but simply preached the truth in all places,” he told LifeSiteNews. 

“If Archbishop Paglia wants to try something novel, perhaps he should suggest that priests preach from all pulpits throughout the world in no uncertain terms that abortion, contraception, and sodomy are all condemned, and those engaged in these practices are in danger of Hell,” he added. 

Hichborn said that the “fastest way to distort a simple Truth is to write all over it.”

“The Church has been consistently clear in Her teachings on human life, sexuality and the family, and anyone saying otherwise either hasn't paid attention or has an agenda to the contrary,” he said. 

For his part however, Archbishop Paglia says, “Life in its fullest sense needs an approach that is more articulated than simply repeating a principle that is described as non-negotiable,” he said. 

But the Catholic Church has always taught that there are certain non-negotiables that faithful Catholics may never compromise. 

In a 2011 address on how Catholics should vote, Pope Benedict called the issues of life, family, and parental rights in education “not negotiable.”

“As far as the Catholic Church is concerned, the principal focus of her interventions in the public arena is the protection and promotion of the dignity of the person, and she is thereby consciously drawing particular attention to principles which are not negotiable,” he said. Benedict specifically mentioned that “protection of life in all its stages, from the first moment of conception until natural death” is the first non-negotiable on the list. 

Paglia says however that the Church needs a “greater depth in our defense of life, greater effectiveness, and as many allies as possible.” “That means a new strategy, one that is much more complex and broad,” he said. 

Voice of the Family’s Maria Madise said that Paglia’s responses in the interview give the impression that the Archbishop has no grasp of the Church’s teaching and does not understand the purposes of the institutions he heads. 

“Shifting the focus to the development of broad and complex strategies rather than defending ‘non-negotiable principles,’ gives an impression that Paglia does not understand the Catholic Faith nor the purpose of the Academy he heads,” she said. “At the time when the shepherds refuse to “preach the word: be instant (prepared) in season, out of season: reprove, entreat, rebuke in all patience and doctrine,” inevitably more responsibility falls on lay people. We have the means of prayer and sacrifice, in particular, the Holy Rosary. We should work and pray ceaselessly for the authentic restoration of leadership in the Church that will defend unborn children and their families,” she said.
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1. If these values "defend themselves", would this man please understand the futility of attacking them?

2. If these values "defend themselves", then he might as well just quit and pursue his preferred calling, as a nude artist's model.

3. He needs not only to move on, but to move to a silent monastery of ascetics to pray and make atonement for his failure to take up the work he was ordained to do.

4. Now, more than ever, Christian values need to be defended. When you have a president (Obama) putting rainbow lights on the white house - - nations all over the world (most recent one - Malta) legalizing same sex marriage. Women now able to go to their nearest grocery store to buy Plan B (abortive pills) without a prescription. Pornography pretty much everywhere and available to pretty much everyone. People deciding themselves what gender they are (and governments going along with this farce). And who knows what the Supreme Court will decide next what a marriage is - i.e., polygamy, polyandry (a woman with several husbands) - polyamory (several couples declaring themselves as "one family").

I am sorry to say this, but I feel that with this statement as well as the homoerotic mural that Bishop Paglia commissioned - - it is time for Bishop Paglia to move on. I don't feel he is fit for this position, and a real social conservative should take his place. Social matters are far too serious now for this nonchalant attitude.

5. The homosexual cleric of the famous mural has no interest in defending anything Christian, his intent is to destroy the church of course. He just wants you to know he really prefers supporting Satan, in case you hadn't got the message yet....

6. The doublespeak comments by Paglia show that he knows little about or has forgotten the history of the Church. There has always been a battle between good and evil and defending Church teaching against heresies. Paglia uses language to obfuscate rather than to communicate and to teach. The "defend themselves" statements is one reason why Church attendance is going down. The Church becomes irrelevant to people's lives. It's the kind of talk one gets from self-help practitioners. The Vatican itself is now, sadly, in need of evangelization.

7. Archbishop Paglia when you stand before the face of God in judgment that we all of us must do one day, God may ask you, "Archbishop Paglia did you defend My Church's values?"

And Paglia's words will echo those he spoke on earth, "I didn’t feel a need to defend them, they defend themselves....hey, how'd you like my mural?"
And the trap door under his feet will open up.

8. It is unimaginable that any follower of Jesus Christ, much less a direct successor of His First Apostles, would ever commission & feature in a homoerotic mural, have it publicly displayed in a holy place & then have the temerity to say they don't have to defend Christian values is entirely risible, as such a person obviously doesn't hold any. As an Archbishop (another of JPII's appointments) he is called not only to defend Christian values but to preach against Sodomy & other mortal sins which deprive souls of God's grace & could, if not repented, send them to Hell. Of course he, like PF, may not believe Hell exists until he arrives there. To give him responsibility for the overseeing of sex education of young children is demonic. Heads badly need to roll in to-day's Vatican.

9. If values "defend themselves" then that means we don't need the Holy See as "defenders" of values. Goodbye! We'll save heaps of money.
10. Dear Archbishop Paglia, it is beyond my reasoning (O Holy Spirit, where are you?) that you can be a direct descendant of the Apostles. Since you allege that Christian values don't need defending. This would seem to indicate there is no work for the Bishops. Perhaps this is the meaning (warning) of Our Lady of Fatima. We only need a priest to guide the sheep and nourish them with the Body and Blood of Christ. I don't know what mis-informant you've conferred with but those of us who are pro-life from conception to death, also oppose the death penalty and abhor homicide whether caused by gun, or knife, or hammer, or poison, or anything construed as a weapon, including assisted suicide! How could a leader of the Church commission a nude painting of himself or approve a controversial sex-ed program? I agree with the comments of Judy Brown and Michael Hichborn. It is shameful that it takes lay Catholics to defend 2000 years of Church teaching of Christ's teaching while a man of the cloth does not.
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ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA CONFRONTING POPE GREGORY XI
Distorting the Truth. It's how the Church of Nice makes its living
https://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/vortex-distorting-the-truth?mc_cid=08669e0b6b&mc_eid=7c0b31649a
By Michael Voris, June 13, 2017

The Church of Nice, which is the controlling entity today in the Church, speaking from a human level, is completely off the mark. All the talk we hear today from these quarters is about joy and emotion and going out to the peripheries and accompanying and having encounters. These are all the euphemisms and mechanisms for the so-called New Evangelization; and there is a foundational problem here with this whole effort, a philosophical issue. And this is it — there is a presumption that what needs to be done first is evangelization and the importance of catechesis is just skipped over. The Great Commission from Our Lord to His Church was to make disciples of all nations, "Teach them to observe everything I have commanded you."

The commission to convert the world was not one based on emotion and feelings. It was pure and simple a divine mandate to teach, which means presenting something to the intellect so it can apprehend it. And not just teach, but to teach everything. A great whitewashing or perhaps, better, a great morphing of the Great Commission has happened in the Church of Nice. The teaching of authentic Catholic doctrine — catechesis in its fullness — is downplayed and substituted for the best way to make people feel about being curious about the Faith. It is excused as "we can't tell them everything right at once." 

On the one hand, sometimes things do have to be presented in a systematic way, step by step. But that doesn't mean you just never get to the teaching in its fullness — again, the fullness and just make people feel good about Jesus and kind of "ease" their way into the Church based on emotions. If they aren't "easing" into the Church in its completeness, they aren't really entering into the Church in a significant way.

In fact, listen to the words that a baptised convert says publicly when coming into the fullness of the Faith, "I believe and profess all that the holy Catholic Church believes, teaches and proclaims to be revealed by God." Notice the word "all" and the verb "teaches." There is no wiggle room there. None whatsoever. And notice the absence of any terms like joy, accompaniment, encounter. Those are terms the Church of Nice likes to apply to evangelization efforts. But notice, when someone comes into the Church, it is matter of the intellect and the will, not emotion.

This over-emphasis on emotion, to the neglect of the intellect is what will prevent any rebuilding of the Church. For someone to die as a martyr is an act of the will, born from the certain knowledge that Jesus Christ is King. The motivation for martyrdom is not born from an emotion — ever. Love is not an emotion. It is an exercise in the act of the will, again, nothing to do with emotion. A person may have an emotional response after the intellect has decided and the will has chosen, but emotion comes last in that trilogy.

See here's what's going on, really going on with this new approach based on emotion. The bishops have come to the point, even though they have had to be dragged to this point kicking and screaming and denying, to the reality that the Church in America is on life support. Every single marker — demographic, poll, survey, analysis and evaluation — points to the same conclusion; the Catholic Church is on it's way to extinction in the United States. This can hardly be surprising however. The Church in Europe has become extinct or near extinct in many areas of Europe. The United States is just catching up to the Church in Europe, which is in total freefall.

For many decades prior to that freefall, bishops and theologians in Europe were undermining the Church through abuses in liturgy, the malformation of seminarians, the injection of bad theology into various religious orders and institutes. This entire scene was presided over by bad bishops - some willfully, others ignorantly but bad bishops nonetheless. What happened in Europe starting in the late 1950s was just delayed over here in the United States by about 10–15 years. So what happened to the Church in Europe as a result of the betrayal of the Faith, is just happening over here, just about a generation behind.

Time and time again, U.S. bishops have publicly stated that catechesis, knowledge of the Faith, the teaching, was not done and needs to be done. Yet in the midst of this disaster, instead of ensuring that the Faith is clearly and completely taught, we're talking about accompanying and encountering and joy. What is it that they don't understand — listen clearly — Catholics do not understand the Faith. They cannot evangelize because they do not know what they are to evangelize.

We aren't Protestants. We don't make it up as we go along. We don't just write off anything that comes into our minds as the prompting of the Holy Spirit. The Second Person of the Holy Trinity said point blank that the Third Person of the Holy Trinity would lead us to all truth. So in short, the Church had fallen into complete disrepair. The bishops have been the last ones to notice. Now, nearly all of them are in the tank that the way to "save the Church" is to run around being joyful and evangelizing without people really knowing what they're talking about.

Why aren't dissident priests being dumped, and there's no shortage of them. Why aren't bishops purging the horror of homosexuality from their own ranks and those of their priests? Why aren't principals of Catholic schools being ordered to teach the entire truth of the Catholic faith? Why the constant droning on about political things like immigration and climate change and barely ever a word about the evils of birth control, for example? The excuse given for not presenting the hard teachings, is that people aren't ready to hear them. That is beyond stupid.
For a crowd always going on about the Holy Spirit, they sure don't want to leave much room for that same Spirit in the hearts of potential converts to respond overwhelmingly when they hear the hard truths. That's what the first of the bishops did on the birthday of the Church. St. Peter on Pentecost, he went out laid it down very directly, "Men of Jerusalem, this Jesus whom you crucified, God raised from the dead." He explained to their intellects, not their emotions, that Jesus Christ is God and the Church is now the full realization of the people of Israel.
Why is there always this quisling, weak-kneed, feminized, emotional response on the part of the bishops and many of their staffers when it comes to just saying exactly what the Church is? The Catholic Church is the sole means of salvation established by the Son of God. If that truth makes any Catholic clergy, priests or prelates uncomfortable, then you should resign your office.

4 of 109 readers’ comments
1. My parish which is well attended with many immigrant families with young children, on the surface seems healthy. 
However, in a homily celebrating marriage last Sunday, when a call was made for couples of various years of marriage to stand up for recognition, the weighting was all towards the middle aged and elderly. Out of perhaps fifty couples, only ONE had been married in the last year, i.e., hardly any newlyweds in the parish -- or at least hardly any that attend Mass on Sunday. Apart from those who are not practicing the faith while married and hence not at Mass, I suspect that most of the rest of the young adults are either deferring marriage for economic reasons or living together and skipping marriage altogether (which also make them non-practicing). Catholic marriages and large families used to be the major source of future Catholics. No more. God help us. Pray the Rosary.
2. Right on the mark, Michael. I live in Germany. As you have pointed out; the Faith is dying a quick death here. Most parishioners are "older persons" and it is very rare to see a family (dad, mom & kids) attending Holy Mass on Sundays. In the large archdiocese of Munich& Freising where I live - seat of the head of the German Bishop's conference (Cdl. Reinhard Marx) - we have only one priestly candidate enrolled during this church year. With many aged priests dying each year, won't be long before the very wealthy German Catholic Church has neither parishioners nor priests (ok: maybe a handful of both). But since I know without a doubt that GOD IS (always) IN CONTROL & TRUST HIM & HIS WILL COMPLETELY (or at least am trying too!) I'm not letting the statistics bother me. GOD's WILL shall always be done.
3. Spot on Mike! Thank you for your succinct clear analysis and conclusions. Our feminized clergy is dismally failing Christ and objectively speaking many, many, many souls are being lost on their watch.

To who much is given, much is demanded. I fear for these bishops & priests that God's just judgement will hinge on their lukewarm implementation of the divine commission.

4. The 'Church Of Nice', the Church in its 'Spirit of Vatican II' personality, the protestantized clergy will NEVER do anything to avert the obliteration of the Faith. We're going to have to step aside (into Traditional parishes) and wait for God to let the walls to implode so He can help us go back in, sweep up the mess, and start over.
It’s up to you the laity. Nothing’s going to change until you do!
https://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/vortex-its-up-to-you-the-laity?mc_cid=22c65d26e3&mc_eid=7c0b31649a
By Michael Voris, July 24, 2017
Good thing that this evil of anti-Catholicism that has infected much of the clergy, especially in the hierarchy, happened now, when we have the advantage of 2,000 years of solid Catholic truth and teaching. Imagine the scene if this level of insanity and treachery and deceit was present in the first couple centuries of the Church.

There were, of course, deceived and wicked clerics then, but they had their counterparts in some of the greatest thinkers and holiest giants of the Church at the same time. These men — Athanasius, Chrysostom, Irenaeus, Polycarp, Augustine and so forth — ensured that the Deposit of Faith would be properly understood and expounded, a legacy for the rest of the Church until the end of time.

But in the midst of all this modern evil, none of these traitor or malformed bishops or priests or cardinals can erase the Deposit of Faith. They can deny it, pretend it's not there, twist it, pervert it, distort it, but they can't erase it as much as they would like to.

Think about the reality today. Lay Catholics are the faithful ones, giving conferences and talks and establishing apostolates to ensure the fullness of the Truth is passed on — and all this against huge numbers of clergy who are essentially heretics, or on a good day, just dissidents.

It is the laity to which the survival of the Church has fallen. Even Ven. Abp. Fulton J. Sheen understood this 45 years ago, just a few years after the crisis in the priesthood began to reveal itself. He said quite famously in a 1972 address before the Knights of Columbus, "Who is going to save our Church? Do not look to the priests. Do not look to the bishops. It's up to you, the laity, to remind our priests to be priests and our bishops to be bishops."

This is a tremendous reality when you think about it. To all of us has been entrusted the sacred mission of ensuring that the Faith survives. Of course, we know that it's Our Blessed Lord and the Holy Spirit's work, but Heaven desires that we be active in this work.  

And consider, from all eternity Heaven knew this would be the state of affairs and destined that you and I be born at this exact time in human history to combat the evil — to resist the evil in the Church. But just as going into physical battle requires awareness and strategy, so too does this battle — even more so actually because the stakes are much higher than just an earthly outcome.

So point one to realize and be aware of: Do not become discouraged. Things are going to get worse before they get better — a lot worse. Every demographic trend available shows the Church will be nearly extinct in the United States in the next generation, meaning today's newborns and toddlers will have no usual access to the Faith that previous generations did.

It will have to be provided by faithful who were wise enough to see all this coming like Noah and the Ark and have prepared for it in advance. Second point to realize: Many of the men wearing robes and collars are not Catholic in their thinking. They have not been for many decades, but it has now accelerated. They don't hold the Catholic faith, at least not in its fullness, which in the end must be the case. Catholicism is an all or nothing. Period. Because God is an all or nothing. 

The Catholic laity have been in the position before, perhaps not as shockingly as now, but it's not the first time. During the Arian heresy of the third and fourth century, an overwhelming majority of Catholic bishops and clerics were not Catholic. Realize today that we are at this same point again. Many of the most powerful voices in the Church are not Catholic.

And they fall across a broad spectrum. On one end are the outright heretics, preaching and pushing for women's ordination, sacrilegious reception of Holy Communion, acceptance of same-sex marriage and active homosexuality and so forth. After them, we encounter those clerics who are malformed and confused, but nonetheless, just as big a threat to the Faith through their ignorance and constant appeals to "prudence."

These are the non-confronters — those bishops and their priests who would never dream of openly assaulting the worldliness in their own dioceses among their own clergy. They sit back and let the sheep be trampled by theological renegade clergy, who spew pabulum from the pulpits about social justice and so forth.

Then there are the ecumenist bishops — Catholic appearing enough but terrified of displaying the cross of the Church's hard teachings. It's not that they don't necessarily believe, but they are terrified to press the issue. So they fall silent on those issues.

They turn instead to a strategy to re-fill their shrinking churches of razzle-dazzle, converting their dioceses evangelization efforts into imitation of Protestant emotion-laden theater of so-called glory and praise and "encounter" and "accompaniment" without ever explaining who it is people are supposed to be encountering. They are the confused and lukewarm, and their namby-pamby approach has caused perhaps the most damage in the Church because it presents a watered-down version of the Faith, where certain aspects of the Faith are still visible, so it seems fully Catholic. It's not.

This is the state of the battle. This is what the battlefield looks like when you arrive at it — an army that has been told by its own commanders that things are fine; you should lay down your weapons and not be so militant. In the meantime, troops in your own foxhole, meaning your family and friends, are having their heads blown off right next to you by the enemy.

Think for a moment how many former Catholics you know, just in your own family, all dead to the Faith. Do not look to the priests or the bishops to resurrect them. They were in fact the ones who put them in harm's way in the first place by not giving sufficient warning to keep their heads down.

It is you whom God has appointed to be used to help raise your fallen comrades from the dead, and it can be done: prayer, knowledge, sacrifice, something much of today's hierarchy do not have much of a liking for. These things can restore life to those who have been spiritually killed.

Do not compromise on anything. Your enemy, no matter how appealing or attractive he might seem from a distance or even closer up, has a knife behind his back that he is just waiting to plunge into you and your children. And your enemy has many disciples — a good portion of them where they can do the most harm: in Roman collars and mitres.

Help the good priests and bishops and support them. And alert everyone you know to those who are enemies of Catholic truth. Learn the Faith. Prepare yourselves for battle. Resist.

5 of 71 readers’ comments
1. It hurts to keep speaking the truth, because by doing so, friends and family become angry and disassociate themselves from the truth-speaker. Although the sense of loss is great, the suffering in purgatory will be so much greater than this if the responsibility to be a faithful servant is forsaken. That thought and Church Militant is what keeps me from compromising. The battle is a constant challenge.

2. This is true and I think we all need to be reminded of it. Personally I struggle with deciding how much to say. Sometimes I wonder if I am doing too much talking and instead should do more listening, prayer, and sacrifice. I also think some ways of speaking are more effective than others, such as asking probing questions rather than preaching or lecturing. Since the conversion happens on the part of the other person, they need to come to the understanding on their own and no amount of words will convince them. They need to think critically about their own ideas to be able to see the flaws in them. We can help guide their thought process rather than putting ourselves in the offensive position. Asking questions also helps us to gain a better understanding of the experiences that have led them to their beliefs and helps the person we are speaking with to trust us more.

3. Michael, I don't really "get" your message. My belief is traditional Catholic belief, why would I change?

I've written letters to my bishop until the secretaries at the diocese office has started saving them in the loony file. And, that's good! I want to be on record for what I believe in and what I support.

Michael, a lot of people HAVE changed, and they've just left the Church. I am skeptical of this unproven optimism that, OK, we'll have a smaller, stronger Church. A smaller Church does not seem to be consistent with our Lord's call for evangelization to the ends of the Earth.

4. Absolutely true!! Catholics have said the same thing to me about a smaller, more faithful Church, as if it was a good thing, or a desirable end state. There is nothing in the New Testament exhorting us to downsize the Church... Pope Benedict XVI's statement about a smaller more faithful Church in the future was an admission of failure, and impotence in the face of a hostile secular world. 

5. I totally disagree. Pope Benedict XVI's statement confirmed that it is better to follow the exact teaching of Christ, and preserve and teach the truth Gospel, the true Doctrine, rather than water it down to please weak and unfaithful men. Better for the rebels to the faith to leave the Church, than for the Church to rebel against God to please the rebels, and if that results in a smaller Church, so be it. "The road is narrow and the way is steep, and FEW there are who enter in."

Corpses don’t walk. They rot and stink
https://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/vortex-corpses-dont-walk?mc_cid=ffa48b1f4c&mc_eid=7c0b31649a
By Michael Voris, June 22, 2017
The Church of Nice and its leaders should be terrified of facing Our Blessed Lord when they die. This insanity of even suggesting that people in a state of mortal sin should be admitted to reception of Holy Communion is nothing short of diabolical. Those who profess this sacrilege and try to advance it are stoking the fires of their damnation; and they need to be confronted and denounced as the children of the devil that they are.

Those clerics and bishops who sit back and say nothing about it will also have a share in the divine retribution. No wonder so few of these men ever mention Hell or talk about it as a place where no one really goes. They better hope they're right — which they aren't.

Back in the 1970s, an expression started getting bandied about Church of Nice circles that we should see the Holy Eucharist as "bread for the journey." Isn't that all sweet and poetic? And it's true, as long as it's understood correctly. But as usual, once a true statement is processed through the Church of Nice's distorter machine, it comes out on the other end as damnable. The journey is striving for holiness. And as faithful Catholics know, that's an extremely difficult task. It takes a lifetime.

As a consequence, Our Blessed Lord has given us Himself, physically, as continual nourishment for our weary selves because we need Him. But this presupposes that a person is actually proceeding on the path, making an actual journey. Today, un-Catholic Catholic leaders have portrayed the idea of "the path" or "the journey" as nothing more than just being alive. They speak as though just breathing and having a pulse constitutes being "on the journey."

Wrong. 
This stupidity completely overlooks the reality that corpses don't walk. Someone who is dead cannot be on a journey or path to anything. A person in a state of mortal sin is dead, hence the word "mortal," morte, meaning "dead." A soul in mortal sin is a fetid graveyard full of decomposing corpses and ruled by demons. Our Lord could never be presented to such a situation. Yet He is — time and time again betrayed to demons just as Judas betrayed Him to demons.

A corpse cannot eat. It cannot be changed from its condition of being dead to being alive because food is introduced to it. It does not have the ability or the capacity to eat or be nourished. Consequently, trying to speak as though the Eucharist is bread for the journey of one spiritually dead is absurd, not to mention sacrilegious — especially sacrilegious. Being on the journey means a soul is in a state of sanctifying grace, moving along the path toward holiness — and in need of nourishment — which Holy Communion provides for him.

Saint Thomas Aquinas makes the very straightforward point that for a soul in a state of grace, the Bread of Life strengthens him, but for a soul in mortal sin, the Eucharist brings death to that soul, eternal death: "The good receive Him, the bad receive Him, but with what unequal consequences of life or death. It is death to the unworthy, life to the worthy: behold then of a like reception, how unlike may be the result!" 

Same Eucharist, same Real Presence, but completely polar opposite results based on the condition of the receiver. You are damning yourself if you receive Holy Communion in a state of mortal sin. Have you no fear of God?

For a member of the hierarchy or a priest to knowingly deliver Jesus Christ into a spiritual corpse owing to mortal sin or to advocate for it is a sacrilege of the gravest sort. Bishops, priests: Are you out of your minds? Do you not realize what you are advocating or remaining silent about? These men are in a state of spiritual death themselves and, for the good of souls, they must be called out and opposed. They are trying to regularize sacrilege because they do not believe the Catholic faith, they do not believe in the Real Presence and they do not believe in Hell.

See that you are not taken in by all this happy talk and meeting people where they are and creating a path to reconciliation. The only reconciliation available is the one which the Son of God established: sacramental confession and absolution, which requires deep sorrow for your sins and a resolve to abandon that sin in the future. That is being resurrected and coming back onto the path and resuming the journey.

Corpses don't walk. They rot and they stink. And no amount of food brings them back to life.

3 of 122 readers’ comments
1. Ah, Michael, you are correct, but the tip of your spear must be aimed higher, to the Vatican itself. It is not only foolish local bishops and priests that defame the Eucharist. Read closely Chapter VIII of "Amoris Laetitia, especially Para. 305 and infamous footnote 351. The Vatican provides all the power needed -- and many bishops and even bishop conferences have gladly answered -- to ignore the need to recognize sin, and seek redemption, as first steps. … Yep, let's not "apply moral laws to those living in irregular situations" (and we know what those are). You are saying that one needs to follow, and proclaim, the Catholic Faith, regardless of what the Vatican says, not only your local priest and bishop. We do not worship the Pope, although he is the recipient of special graces from Christ. We love and pray for the Pope, but must proclaim the Faith in its fullness, hoping that the institutional Church also reverses course and re-joins the journey. Otherwise, we are left with a hollow catechism and no true tradition, just whatever the Pope says becomes our Faith. This cannot be.

2. This is refreshing after hearing for several years about how the Eucharist should be given to various groups of people some and maybe all of whom are in a state of mortal sin: the divorced & remarried without annulment, those living with someone else either in a hetero or homosexual relationship who have made no firm purpose of resolution to leave that relationship, etc. Many in the Church seem to have lost their minds. There is both a lack of the sense of the sacred (small wonder, then, they should turn the Eucharist over to potential/likely sacrilege) and a lack of the sense of sin. The root of this is likely religious indifference & religious ignorance, which feed off each other, and are connected to a loss of the faith.

I'm also glad (for multiple reasons) that this Vortex was aimed at that heresy without naming names of those who are (or may be) teaching this. The heresy itself needs to be condemned, regardless of who's teaching it.

3. America needs prayers.
I just watched EWTN nightly news and I'm sick.
They interviewed a woman who recently wrote an article in Time magazine about future priests in USA.
Title of article:" GOD SQUAD"
One seminarian is marching in 'BLACK LIVES MATTER ' marches, one seminarian is brewing his own beer, one seminarian is all for recreational "pot' or marijuana............... It is all about the ME generation. ME. ME. ME. Sorry but this is sick!
The reporter and the Time magazine writer are all smiles saying 'isn't this great!!!!!!'
As a former law enforcement officer, I'm sickened. EWTN should not be promoting pot.
Nothing better! It’s the whole meaning of life
https://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/vortex-nothing-better?mc_cid=6ccec1bd2b&mc_eid=7c0b31649a
By Michael Voris, July 21, 2017

There is no better gift, no more awesome grace a soul on earth can be granted other than the gift of the Catholic faith. Period. There is but one single goal in this life, the whole entire reason you exist, and that is to attain salvation. That means dying in a state of sanctifying grace — and there are no other means by which that can be guaranteed other than through the Catholic Church.

The Catholic Church was established by the Son of God for this purpose: to create saints, to have people exit this life and into the next in a state of holiness, ready to be in a state of holiness for eternity. This is why the Catholic Church is necessary for salvation, and outside of it there are no means of salvation. Jesus Christ did not establish multiple churches. He established one Church and one Church only. This means that non-Catholic Christians, referring to their congregations as "churches," is entirely unbiblical.

The Hebrew word from the Old Testament, which eventually came to be translated into the Greek ekklesia and then the English "church," is qahal or kahal. It meant something very special; it meant the people of God, the people that God has chosen for His own, singled out for His special intimacy. While it had a corporate aspect to it as an assembly with leaders and so forth, it was by no means restricted to that more narrow meaning.

When Our Blessed Lord spoke to Peter and said on him He would build His qahal, he was meaning both an assembly of people organized around His vicar but also a people unique to Him with a special bond. Think in terms of a groom and his bride. This is why there cannot be more than one Church because a groom cannot have more than one bride. This is why St. Paul makes the very clear point that the relationship between husband and wife is a mysterious reflection of Christ and His Church. But the corporate aspect of the Church is not without meaning. It is of great importance because it defines who is a member of the qahal, and just as significantly, who is not, by their own choosing or ignorance.

What is salvation ultimately? It is everlasting union with God. There is only one God, and therefore there can only be one union between Him and His people, just as a husband and wife can only have one marriage between them. The kahal is realized in its fullness and completeness in Heaven — what we call the Church Triumphant under the imagery in the Book of the Apocalypse of the "Wedding Feast of the Lamb." That image of the sacredness and uniqueness of marriage is always at the heart of salvation for this is the goal of salvation.

The Catholic Church alone has been given the grace of being the instrument of salvation because there is no other Church. There cannot be more than one Church. Yet, this beauty, this glory and this truth of the Church make many of Her ministers squirm and feel uncomfortable to announce. Instead of insisting and pressing this point propounded by Jesus Christ Himself, they prefer to ignore it or downplay it or make up excuses for not stating it clearly. 


Well, here's some help for them. Repeat after us, "Salvation is not possible without the Catholic Church." See, that's not so hard, is it? Yet, the reluctance to preach this beautiful truth indicates something is wrong with the preacher.

Why is it so hard to say what is one of the most core teachings of the Faith? Is it ignorance brought about by poor formation? How about never really having thought it all the way through to its logical conclusion — the nature of the Church? Perhaps the belief is there, buried somewhere, but smothered over by fear of being attacked and called names? Or maybe it's the love of self, of wanting to be well-liked and respected, and down deep, the priest or bishop knows that if he announces this divinely revealed truth clearly and constantly, he will lose the respect of worldly men. Or maybe it's even rationalized as not a prudent thing to say because it's too "divisive." This is what faithful Catholics are fed up with, sick and tired of.

Whatever the reasons, too many leaders have chosen the path of non-confrontation, forgetting that there has been no more confronting person in all human history than Jesus Christ. The Son of God confronted the entire world, and in so doing, He established His Church, His qahal, to be His beloved here on earth, preparing them for the everlasting wedding feast.

This is the secret underlying perhaps one of the most beautiful passages in all Scripture, fittingly in the culmination of all 73 books of the Bible, "I also saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, coming down out of Heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband." (Apocalypse 21:2) Yes, as a bride adorned for her husband, given in a marriage that will never end because there will be no more death.

There is nothing greater that a soul could be given other than the Catholic faith, which leads to eternal life.

1 of 187 readers’ comments
What is the result of our Bishops timidity and reservation in proclaiming the ONE True Faith? The desire to "not be divisive", to be ecumenical, etc.
The message received by the Faithful is monotonous and redundant without substance. Christ loves you so all will go to Heaven. What can evolve from such an error laden conclusion/message?? They want gold but are given fool's gold instead.
Acedia or religious sloth is the result of their religious experience.
Acedia implies that religion is avoided and ignored due to the lack of joy received when pursuing religious tasks. No joy is received from prayer or religious experience. Indeed anger against religion can even occur.
No profound discussion of religion is thought significant. Other secular entertainment draws attention away from Christ's truths. Play golf instead of Church? Play games on the computer, go shopping for a purchase?
Sound familiar?
This can even extend by monotony with an individual’s lifestyle to other aspects of their life. Not just separation from religion but their whole life can evolve toward despair. Does Satan want this? Yes.
Does Satan want most Protestants and Catholics to be uninformed, without grace, and in this state?
Yes.

The solution? Task oriented success. A retreat is a perfect event for desired results. State hard truths with proof and acknowledge that any progressive success/endurance required gives grace to accomplish even more. Confession/ Holy Eucharist/ prayers, Adoration and joy in the presence of Christ and peace in Love is the solution when Acedia meets holiness!! For those who have ears, let them hear!!!

Militant? You Bet Your Eternal Life! Militancy for Christ is holiness

https://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/vortex-militant-you-bet-your-eternal-life
By Michael Voris, July 24, 2017

The attack against Church Militant from the liberal clergy in the Vatican is basically centered around the idea that this apostolate is "militant." Guilty as charged Fr. Spadaro. In fact, what we talk about is that you guys are not militant. Ever heard of the Church Militant?

Pope Benedict, whom you all loathe so much, brought the millennia-old expression back into vogue when he said at a lunch for cardinals in May 2012: "Today the phrase ecclesia militans is somewhat out of fashion, but in fact we can understand ever more so that it is true, that it contains within it the truth. We see how evil wishes to dominate in the world and that it is necessary to fight against evil." Well, that pretty much sums up what you and the effeminate, feminized clergy currently running the show, currently running the show, don't like about muscular Catholicism.

You all would much prefer to slink about in the shadows and issue vague, ponderous statements that no one knows exactly what they mean because that's how you can accomplish all your evil — through stealth and petty, behind-the-scenes politicking, like a bunch of mean high school girls. That's how you operate, always thinking of politics, always weighing what's to your advantage and what can help or derail the agenda of your anti-Church.
Well, welcome to the sunlight! You guys hate open, confrontation because your evil withers once it's dragged out into the light. You have corrupted and poisoned countless souls and driven them away from the Church by your limp-wristed theology and the natural spawn of your evil, predatory homosexual priests.

See, the Church is built as an army meant to assault the kingdom of Satan not sit down with it and dialogue on the peripheries where we can have an encounter. Please stop with that fake language meant to hide your real ambitions and make them sound somehow spiritual. They're spiritual alright, just the evil spirit. Our Blessed Lord said the gates of Hell would not prevail against it — see Fr., conquest! I know all your type hate this language, but it's the vocabulary used by God so get on board.

God the Father spoke to that ancient, enemy serpent in the garden and said that the Woman would crush his head. There's that militaristic language again. My goodness. How mean of God to speak like that. Then there's the Holy Spirit inspiring St. Paul to talk about putting on the armor of God, fighting the good fight etc. See, more militaristic words.

Let's see here, shall we? God the Father speaks in terms of conquest. God the Son speaks in terms of conquest. God the Holy Spirit speaks in terms of conquest. That pretty much does in all your effete, lisp-ridden approach to salvation. And for the record, does anyone running the Vatican these days even think in terms of salvation and damnation anymore or are those homosexual, drug-fueled orgies keeping you too distracted?

Practically every saint spoke in terms of spiritual combat. All three persons of the Blessed Trinity spoke like this. Remember Our Lord speaking of bringing a sword? The examples are too numerous to fit into 50 Vortex episodes. So here's the question for the traitorous, malformed clerics who have their hands around the throat of the Bride of Christ. Are you completely ignorant or malicious?

The Church here on earth is militant by its very constitution. We have an enemy looking to destroy our souls for eternity. God has given us the power to defeat that ancient foe of mankind if we but draw close to Him in the bosom of His Bride. Yet, you lot deny this divinely revealed truth and parade around the Vatican and cathedrals of the world over doing the work of your father, the devil. Where you ever got the idea that faithful Catholics, the peasant class, would not rise up and challenge your evil will have to go down as one of history's greatest mysteries.

We should in a certain sense be thankful for your host of theological perversions because it is having the effect that many have long desired in the Church — a bright line being drawn, a clear division between those who believe the Church and those who do not, especially those who do not who wear robes. So, on that score, thank you.

What is shocking to some Catholics, not all but some, is the large number of you who have been ordained who willingly betray Christ and desire to lead souls away from Him. So be it. The Church Militant is ordained by Our Lord to fight evil until He returns and that, authentic believers will do.

Game on, Father. Game on. Pray for these men my fellow Catholics. Pray that God will open their eyes or close them forever.

5 of 35 readers’ comments
1. I have a question for the group. If you are in a parish and the priest is delivering a homily that is morally incorrect, is it ever appropriate to correct him DURING the homily? I can't imagine it is, but how much more inappropriate is it to sit in the congregation and appear to be in agreement? I'm not talking about a wishy washy homily here, but one that is outright against doctrine?
2. I think the proper thing to do would be to 1st confront him in humility and say "Father mentioned "this" but that is not how I understand the catechism, could you clarify?" And if you can't make any head way that way be sure to let the Diocesan know of his err. 
Making a spectacle in the middle of mass (even one performed by a defunct priest) is always scandalous to the young minds who may be witnessing it.
3. I cannot imagine to correct a priest DURING his homily, it creates a chaos during the liturgy. But we should let the priest know his heresy afterwards. Several years ago right before the 2015 Synod, I was visiting a parish in California. The pastor in his homily promotes Communion for homosexuals by saying "we are all sinners", and "that (communion for homosexuals) is what pope Francis wants." I got their bulletin, found his email address and sent him a letter quoting all the Bible verses on the sin of homosexual from Old Testament to the New. He wrote me back by repeating what he said in his homily: "we are all sinners", as if there is no difference between mortal and venial sins.

Well, I know they have their own agenda and they are not changing their minds. But we still have to do what we should do to let them know not everyone in the congregation is dumb.

4. "Pope Benedict, whom you all loathe so much..." I can't believe you finally said it, CM. But you did. Cat is out of the bag. He didn't line up with their political agenda. Pray for him. I have to think he suffers greatly to see the Church in this state. Don't judge him. He may have suffered horrendous pressure to resign.

Has anyone seen the video when Benedict was Pope and went through a receiving line of cardinals, many of whom refused to shake his hand? If so, is it legitimate?

5. Recently I had to visit a parish in Gainesville, GA. St. Michael's, and their new parochial vicar offered the mass. There was not one second of silence, it went from one noisy moment to another. When it came time for the priest to offer a homily, he offered what might be a lukewarm sermon at best. My stomach churned and revolt is the only word that comes to mind. The small crowd was lambasted for not being Christian, reminded of Pope Francis words "who am I to judge". The priest said nothing, and scolded these people for being judgmental, I think. As well as scolding some unknown clergy with withholding Holy Communion from certain politicians / people. Everything said was condescending and vague. 
Every word was a shot in the heart. There was hardly a crowd, and looking around the old were wearing Bermuda shorts and tank tops, the young looked like they were going to the beach. Teenage altar-girls, no mention of Our Lady. And I feel guilty for getting angry in church and wanting to stand up and scream. So, the reason I even noted this here is… should I go to confession for being mad during this mass, and judging the other people? How does one rectify this situation? Thanks for any input.
HOW CHURCH MILITANT COLLECTED $50, 000 IN 29 HOURS!

Overwhelming response. Stunning and worth examining
https://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/vortex-overwhelming-response?mc_cid=57abdf63c3&mc_eid=7c0b31649a
By Michael Voris, July 25, 2017
First, we would like to express our deepest thanks and gratitude to the hundreds and hundreds of people who generously contributed to our recent Preserving Catholics Campaign. We launched it officially last Monday, requesting $50,000 to help pay for our own internal server with the aim of preventing any technology giants denying us access to our own work product. We're happy to report that we are almost ready to switch all our internal business over to that server and get everything off the cloud, where anything could be done to it.
What struck us as truly remarkable about your response, the overwhelming response, was the speed and the amount that was donated. We launched Monday morning, again asking for $50,000. By Tuesday evening, you had donated over $60,000, and by the next day we were at $70,000. For the record, the overage will help pay the bill for the hacking repair, which was not included in the original ask of $50,000 and will help us keep up our readiness against further hacks and so forth. So thank you very much for your generosity. It costs a lot of money to run this apostolate, and every dollar counts.

Last year, 2016, we took in a total of $2.2 million and spent everything except just under $30,000. And the staff will testify, it wasn't on exorbitant salaries, benefits or frivolous expenses. Thirty-thousand left over on $2.2 million of income is living very close to the bone. So this latest generosity by you is extremely helpful. Again, thank you. Any continuing contributions for this campaign will go into a small reserve for internet and communications needs.

Now, onto a larger point — a 30,000-foot overview. Why would so many people immediately give so generously? This is important. We read many of the emails and letters and comments and so forth that come in. One seminarian even sent an email that said he had almost no cash but was still sending $10 because he saw such a great need for what we do and the need for it to continue. Another lady sent what we are pretty sure was a widow's mite offering, again, for the same stated reason.

These are the kinds of "encounters" out on the "peripheries" we here at Church Militant have (to borrow the language and vocabulary of the Church of Nice). These people are greatly upset with conditions in the Church. They see their families losing the Faith, wandering away and ultimately rejecting Catholic truth and beauty. They are sick to death of the homo-lobby running the Church into the ground and the souls of their loved ones.

They are mad as Hades — correctly so — at the abysmal state of catechesis, the abuses in the liturgy, the demolition of the Faith and the dissolution of Catholic identity. In a certain sense, our supporters have grown up with us in coming to this realization of the collapse of the Faith.

Nearly 12 years ago when we began our apostolate, we had no real idea just how deep the crisis was. We had a sense of something off balance here and there, an unsettling moment now and then, but it was only when we took a step back and viewed the panorama from a much broader perspective. Various events, private meetings with wonderful Churchmen, listening to and reading a huge body of work from those who love the Faith really opened our eyes.

For example, while in Rome before the Pope Francis era, we heard from a cardinal who was just visiting from his native country that in his view, there was no faith left in Rome. And for the record, that was not Cdl. Raymond Burke who said that to us. We say this to help viewers understand that the chaos the Church has fallen into, which has been brought about deliberately by wicked Churchmen, has been going on for a long time.

Many, many people have contributed to this destruction of the Church, all of them Judases and flung all over the world, slowing doing their own part to change the Church. And yes, it precedes Vatican II as well. To try and pin the current chaos on one council or one pope is extremely short-sighted. To bring the Bride of Christ to Her knees the way She has taken many, many men over many, many years. Sure, some have had a greater impact than others, a greater influence in bringing about the whole diabolical plan, but that doesn't alter the reality of the situation.

This is why it's dangerous to look for one person or one event to blame. There would be too great a tendency to isolate the cause of the crisis to that one area. The cause of the crisis is a loss of supernatural faith for decades and decades now on the part of a large number of the hierarchy, and this continues to day. Even for those clergy who are somehow not willing participants or can't see the forest for the trees and fail to understand that their own milquetoast approach has aided the enemy, they are to blame as well. Bishops who have not paid very close attention to the spiritual welfare of their priests and spent too much time being CEOs — they are to blame as well.

But so too are a lazy laity who, for these same decades, have sat back, leaving "religion" to the professionals. We have slacked on our devotional life and not confronted irreligion the way we should have. We have been passive too long, and we are paying the price. We have become too worldly. We have disengaged from the life of holiness that must be fully engaged every day. We have not recognized that our enemy, the ancient foe, never rests. All this has happened as we have slept.

Fortunately, a large number are finally awaking. Many of our very own staff are here precisely because they recognized the need to become involved, and they have put their money where their mouths are.

Many people on hearing the blunt truth of the Faith convert or become emboldened in the Faith because truth has its own attraction, which is precisely why Satan wants such discussions avoided. Many of our critics in the ivory towers of the Establishment Church are always saying ill-informed things like "No one converts when they hear that mean message. Church Militant is so uncharitable."

Well, quite the contrary, we have hundreds and hundreds of accounts, maybe even thousands at this point, of people who have responded by converting or reverting to the One True Faith once the discussion was had. That was my story with my deeply sinful past. It was my mother as she was dying who called me out in the most blunt of terms reserved for mothers and told me I was going to Hell if I didn't change and would never see her again.

Why did a huge number of people smash through our $50,000 request in just 29 hours? Because the truth has its own attraction.

Blessed be God!

1 of 90 readers’ comments

Although I agree the destruction of the Church did not start with Vatican II, we must acknowledge Vatican II was a watershed moment and a catalyst in the history of the Church. Right after Vatican II everything in the Church started to go south and fast. Only 50 years down the road the Church is unrecognizable from what she was in the 50's. Even right before the Council it was unthinkable that someone would dare to touch the sacred liturgy, although there were already those that behind the curtains were plotting on how to destroy the liturgy. We must acknowledge that, like mentioned in AA1025, although the masons and communists did not accomplish everything they wanted in the Council, they were thrilled and elated at what they were able to achieve through the "spirit of Vatican II". The so called "spirit of Vatican II" would have not been possible without the Second Vatican Council.

THE FRANCIS EFFECT & WHO AM I TO JUDGE-THE SPIRIT OF VATICAN COUNCIL II 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_FRANCIS_EFFECT_&_WHO_AM_I_TO_JUDGE-THE_SPIRIT_OF_VATICAN_COUNCIL_II.doc
HOW ONEPETERFIVE (1P5) REACHED THEIR $20,000 MONTHLY FUNDRAISING TARGET!

In gratitude
https://onepeterfive.com/in-gratitude/
By Steve Skojec, July 26, 2017
This is a post about gratitude. Gratitude to all of you. Gratitude to one special person in particular, too. But before I get to that, with our third anniversary online just a few days away, I think some history is in order.

Not long after Pope Francis was elected, I quit my job as Director of Community Relations at a professional association to work in the family real estate business with my wife. But as my awareness of the seriousness of the situation grew, I couldn’t take my eyes off what was happening in the Church. I’d been writing for Catholic publications (first Crisis, then CatholicVote) since 2008, but what I wanted to say wasn’t the kind of thing that could be talked about in those venues.

On my own personal blog, I began writing about the state of affairs. It started with this. It didn’t take long before what I was saying became a story. To my surprise, major media outlets began contacting me. First NBC News, then the New York Times, then others. After a couple of interviews, I recognized that Pope Francis and his “reform” agenda were a hot topic, and opposition voices were, in 2013, few and far between — and therefore newsworthy.
More significantly, I started hearing from Catholics with influence, or with access to large platforms, who also were uneasy but felt unable to counter the dangerous new trends in the Church because, as is so often the case, they needed to keep their donors happy, their students, their faculty, their bishops, and so on. Francis was an incredibly popular figure, and therefore untouchable, and they felt it important to stay in the institutions where they were so they could keep working for the good of those their work put them in contact with. At the same time, their very persistence in those positions tied their hands and silenced their concerns. And so, they would contact me and encourage me to keep doing what I was doing, because there was something dangerous in the new papacy, and it needed to be exposed.

I agreed. But at the same time, I knew that it wasn’t possible to build anything credible based solely on opposition to one polarizing figure. I honestly (don’t laugh) never wanted to be the guy who built his reputation on being an orthodox Catholic who didn’t like a pope. I envisioned a different approach: talk about what the Church really teaches, focus on the beauty of the Catholic Faith and the culture it has inspired for millennia, and let the contrast between that and what’s happening now speak for itself.

When I started 1P5, it was a total leap of faith. I could not get the idea out of my head that something was needed that could both help people to better understand and live a traditionally-rooted Catholic Faith, and to inform them of what was happening in the Church that would threaten just such an existence. And to be honest, I was more than a little impulsive about it. I went from being the full-time marketing person for my wife’s busy real estate business to starting a full-tilt internet apostolate in a very short time. (She wasn’t very happy with the abruptness of my transition. And in retrospect, I don’t blame her.) I honestly had no idea what it would entail, but I felt incredible urgency. Something was coming fast, I could feel it in my bones, and I knew I had to get ahead of it while there was still time.

I had no experience as an editor or a publisher. I was a writer — decent, but not great — and I knew what I liked. I wanted to give a voice to anyone and everyone who had something to offer to the Church in the 21st century, and I didn’t care if nobody had ever heard of them. I was disinterested in whatever the traditional rules of publishing were. I had been on the Internet for over 20 years, I knew how to use social media, and I had professional experience doing it. Since my college graduation in 2001, I had ping-ponged through a makeshift, unstable career that brought the necessary skills into play: art & design, corporate social media, PR, media analysis, corporate communications, client relations, web design, marketing — the list was all over the place. What had been a series of barely-connected jobs in my attempt to make use of my communications degree turned into a surprisingly useful toolkit of knowledge that helped me do the job of several people and bring a publication online that was visually appealing and brought great content to the table. It was the job I was made for. Every disparate thing I had done somehow became valuable all at once.

But there was no question that for it to succeed I had to put ALL my time into it. To run it like a startup. And wow, did it not pay the bills. And with me no longer feeding the perpetual marketing machine that is every real estate brokerage, my wife’s ability to keep us afloat also waned.

After an early startup investment of $10,000 from the Fraser Family Foundation — which gave me the confidence that we had something here worth pursuing — we struggled mightily to make ends meet for most of 2015. I can’t remember how many hours I spent on the phone with the mortgage company, trying desperately not to lose my house after we missed another payment. I stared out the window and watched a man take pictures of my house for the bank every month or two, knowing that our family home could easily wind up on the auction block if we couldn’t get things current. And of course, I’ll never forget the night I looked out the window and saw our large family van — the one we really couldn’t afford but desperately needed after outgrowing our old minivan by two people — getting towed up the street by a repo man. We ran a fundraiser that month and earned just enough money to get it back. We had to drive to New Jersey to claim it, and we got there only just before it went to auction!

It was tight. It was hair-raising. It was incredibly stressful. It really made me ask why the heck I had decided to do this. And of course, the spiritual warfare component only deepened as time went on. We’ve gone through trials and struggles over the last three years (we’ll celebrate our third anniversary online on August 1st) that I’m not quite sure how we’ve gotten through. Among the most demanding of these were a cross-country move to fulfill the duty to care for a family member in real need, and a crisis with one of our children that remains ongoing to this day. There were so many days when the personal struggles we faced made it all but impossible to do the work.

But bit by bit, inch by inch, we’ve climbed out of the hole. We’ve grown from a little upstart website with a funny name that nobody had ever heard of to the most-read traditional Catholic publication online. We’ve become widely read among the most significant figures influencing the Church, and our monthly visit count from computers inside the Holy See is now in the hundreds. I was recently contacted by a high-ranking person who works with the Vatican and assured that a story we had written had already been “fully read” therein less than 24 hours after it was published.

We’re watching, and they know it. And that’s a big part of our job.

On the financial front, we started paying all of our bills last year, which was a huge relief. Fundraising remains the hardest thing I have to do. I don’t like talking about money almost as much as I don’t like asking for it. So as I often do, earlier this month, I put out a fundraising request, and many of you responded generously, pushing us over 50% of our goal for the month in just a few days’ time. 50% has been about average for this year, but I set a $20,000 per month “stretch goal” for a reason: paying all the bills is great, but I want to build on what we’re doing. I want to be able to pay our regular contributors, most of whom offer their work pro bono as a tithe, or simply out of love for the Church. I’d like to be able to hire our editor, Drew, as more than just a freelancer. I want to build more features into the site. I have been doing too much for too long and am constantly facing burnout. I need help, but the help needs to eat.

So yesterday, when we went to the post office and found a $10,000 check from an anonymous donor, I was stunned. It’s not the first time we’ve received significant generosity from someone who didn’t even want to be recognized for their efforts. We received a couple of other large anonymous checks earlier this year at times when we desperately needed them to keep going. Last year, a single donor matched the first $5,000 we raised in a month. These people absolutely amaze me.

To date, however, this single anonymous donation is the largest of its kind we have ever received. Thanks to this person, whoever they are, for the first time in 2017, our fundraising progress bar is over 100%!

Sometimes it drives me crazy when we receive anonymous donations, because there’s no way to thank the person. Not that I could figure out how to sufficiently express my gratitude for a gift like this regardless, but I want them to know how much it means. I want you, whoever you are, to know that this lifts a huge weight off my shoulders and tells me we’re going to be okay for another month, and that I can breathe again. I want you to know that through you, I see God blessing our work in a way I don’t believe He would ever do if He wanted us to stop.

So if you’re reading this, THANK YOU for your incredible generosity!!! I pray that God will reward you abundantly for it in turn.
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At the same time, I do not want to neglect the rest of you! Those of you who have given anonymously over the past few years especially, because you’ve received no direct message from me, since I didn’t have anywhere to send it. Thank you as always to those of you whose names I do know, who so generously give what you can every month. I live with the constant worry that I have not found ways to sufficiently express my gratitude to all of you, and I don’t want any of you to ever feel less than completely appreciated. We pray for you, we have Masses offered for you, and we thank God for you all the time.

This is, as you may have noticed, deeply personal for me. This may officially be a business for the purposes of legality, but it’s also inextricably intertwined with every aspect of my life. It is no less than an extension of who I am, and everything I care about. In 2014, I threw myself into this work like a man stepping off a cliff, convinced that God wanted me to use the gifts and experience I had been given to fight the corruption in His Church and to remind people of the beauty of our faith that is so worth fighting for. Providing for a large family in 2017 is not easy, as many of you know, and maybe I was crazy to do this. But whatever happens, whatever becomes of 1P5, I will never forget that what we accomplished, we accomplished together. I am a sinful man who makes countless foolish mistakes. I am, in so much that we do, the weakest link. But for some reason you have still believed in us enough to give of your substance and keep this going so that we could be David against the Modernist Goliath. In a very real way, you have put your trust in me. I pray that I have been and will be a good steward of all that you have given to us.

I cannot thank you all enough.

In Christ,

Steve Skojec
Publisher & Executive Director
OnePeterFive
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Praise God for the generosity of his people. I am very grateful to everyone who contributes to 1P5 financially, spiritually and adding your valuable input in the combox (even though I don't agree all of the comments, which is another thing I like about 1P5, people are free, within the bounds of reason and charity, to express their views.)
What drew me to this websites was Steve’s excellent article on the Death Penalty https://onepeterfive.com/ge... back in March of 2015. I stumbled across it and took note after that I periodically looked in and then 1P5 became a daily read. I am very grateful that you Steve responded to the Lord's call for you to take up this work for His Kingdom and I am very grateful for your wife being willing to suffer the consequences of you taking up this work. Please tell her that I am praying for your family daily and that I appreciate her sacrifice in this work.

Keep up the good work Steve and everyone else, we are in for the long haul and we need to Love and support each other in this time of Trial for Mother Church.

The Lord Wins in the End. -Fr. RP
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