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YOGA is satanic, it is the devil’s work, and leads to Hinduism- Fr. Gabriele Amorth, Vatican’s chief exorcist
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Outspoken: Don Gabriele Amorth, the Chief Exorcist for the Vatican for the past 25 years, spoke of his dislikes at a fringe event of the Umbria Film Festival

'Harry Potter and yoga are evil', says Catholic Church exorcist

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/harry-potter/8915691/Harry-Potter-and-yoga-are-evil-says-Catholic-Church-exorcist.html 

By Nick Squires, Rome 2:31 PM GMT November 25 2011

For most people it is a way of toning the limbs and soothing the stresses of everyday life, but the Catholic Church’s best-known exorcist says yoga is evil. 

Father Gabriele Amorth, who for years was the Vatican’s chief exorcist and claims to have cleansed hundreds of people of evil spirits, said yoga is Satanic because it leads to a worship of Hinduism and "all eastern religions are based on a false belief in reincarnation". 

Reading JK Rowling’s Harry Potter books is no less dangerous, said the 86-year-old priest, who is the honorary president for life of the International Association of Exorcists, which he founded in 1990, and whose favourite film is the 1973 horror classic, The Exorcist. 

The Harry Potter books, which have sold millions of copies worldwide, "seem innocuous" but in fact encourage children to believe in black magic and wizardry, Father Amorth said. 

"Practising yoga is Satanic, it leads to evil just like reading Harry Potter," he told a film festival in Umbria this week, where he was invited to introduce The Rite, a film about exorcism starring Sir Anthony Hopkins as a Jesuit priest. 

"In Harry Potter the Devil acts in a crafty and covert manner, under the guise of extraordinary powers, magic spells and curses," said the priest, who in 1986 was appointed the chief exorcist for the Diocese of Rome. 

"Satan is always hidden and what he most wants is for us not to believe in his existence. He studies every one of us and our tendencies towards good and evil, and then he offers temptations." Science was incapable of explaining evil, said Father Amorth, who has written two books on his experiences as an exorcist. "It’s not worth a jot. The scientist simply explores what God has already created." 

His views may seem extreme, but in fact reflect previous warnings by Pope Benedict XVI, when as Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger he was the head of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, the Vatican’s enforcer of doctrinal orthodoxy. 

In 1999, six years before he succeeded John Paul II as Pope*, he issued a document which warned Roman Catholics of the dangers of yoga, Zen, transcendental meditation and other 'eastern' practices. 

They could "degenerate into a cult of the body" that debases Christian prayer, the document said. 

Yoga poses could create a feeling of well-being in the body but it was erroneous to confuse that with "the authentic consolations of the Holy Spirit," the document said. 

Italian yoga schools said Father Amorth’s criticism was absurd. 
"It’s an accusation that has nothing to do with reality," Vanda Vanni, the founder of the Mediterranean Yoga Association, told Adnkronos, an Italian news agency. 

"It’s a theory — if one can call it a theory — that is totally without foundation. Yoga is not a religion or a spiritual practice. It doesn’t have even the slightest connection with Satanism or Satanic sects.” Giorgio Furlan, the founder of the Yoga Academy of Rome, said yoga had nothing to do with religion, "least of all Satanism." "Whoever says that shows that they know absolutely nothing about yoga," he said. 

Father Amorth has previously said that people who are possessed by Satan vomit shards of glass and pieces of iron and have such superhuman strength that even children have to be held down by up to four people. 

He has also claimed that the sex abuse scandals which have engulfed the Catholic Church in the US, Ireland, Germany and other countries was proof that the Anti-Christ is waging a war against the Holy See. 

*It was actually in October 1989, sixteen years before…- Michael
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Twin terrors: Yoga turns devotees towards Hinduism, believes Father Amorth… 

¿Quién es verdaderamente Satanás?

http://www.zenit.org/article-41000?l=spanish 
Wer ist Satan wirklich?

http://www.zenit.org/article-24091?l=german
Yoga is the work of the devil, says Vatican's chief exorcist (and he doesn't like Harry Potter much either)

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2066289/Yoga-work-devil-says-Vaticans-chief-exorcist-doesnt-like-Harry-Potter-either.html 

By Nick Pisa last updated at 5:50 PM on 25th November 2011

Father Gabriel Amorth has carried out more than 70,000 exorcisms in his capacity as Chief Exorcist at the Vatican. The 85-year-old can boast 25 years in the post after being appointed by the late Pope John Paul II. At a conference today, he surprised the delegates by revealing some of his greatest dislikes - yoga and Harry Potter.

Father Amorth, a colourful and often outspoken personality, said: 'Practising yoga brings evil as does reading Harry Potter. They may both seem innocuous but they both deal with magic and that leads to evil.' He added:' Yoga is the Devil's work. You think you are doing it for stretching your mind and body but it leads to Hinduism. All these oriental religions are based on the false belief of reincarnation.' 

Father Amorth, speaking on the subject of People And Religion at a fringe event at the Umbria Film Festival in Terni, spoke of his distaste for JK Rowling's young wizard.

He said: 'People think it is an innocuous book for children but it's about magic and that leads to evil. In Harry Potter the Devil is at work in a cunning and crafty way, he is using his extraordinary powers of magic and evil.

'Satan is always hidden and the thing he desires more than anything is for people to believe he does not exist. He studies each and every one of us and our tendencies towards good and evil and then he tempts us.

'My advice to young people would be to watch out for nightclubs because the path is always the same: alcohol, sex, drugs and Satanic sects.' 

It is not the first time that Father Amorth has raised eyebrows with his forthright views - last year he said that the ongoing child sex scandals rocking the Catholic Church were evidence that 'the Devil was at work in the Vatican.' 

While in 2006, Father Amorth, who was ordained a priest in 1954, gave an interview to Vatican Radio in which he said that Nazi leader Adolf Hitler and Russian dictator Josef Stalin were both possessed by the Devil.

According to secret Vatican documents recently released the then wartime Pope Pius XII attempted a 'long distance exorcism' of Hitler but it failed to have any effect.
It is also not the first time that Father Amorth, who is president of the International Association of Exorcists, has spoken out against Harry Potter saying in the past that it opens children's minds to dabbling with the occult and black magic.

Today Vanda Vanni, of the Italian Yoga Association, said: 'A Satanic practice? Pardon the pun but that is an accusation that is neither in Heaven nor on earth. Father Amorth's accusation is completely without foundation. 'It is an outrageous thing to say - yoga is not a religion but a spiritual discipline. It is about freedom and a search to find one's inner self. It does not touch religion and has nothing to do with Satanic sects nor does it encourage people to join them.'

Giorgio Furlan, who runs the Yoga Academy in Rome, said: 'There are some paths of yoga which do lead towards Hinduism but other paths are more philosophical but there is no direct link with religion and certainly no link with Satanism. To say such things shows you have no idea of what you are talking about - yoga controls violent impulses of the nervous system and subconscious - to be honest with me it had the effect of bringing me closer to Christianity and in particular the Catholic Church which I had abandoned as a youngster.

Vatican priest: Yoga is Satanic

http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/news/3961170/Vatican-priest-Yoga-is-Satanic.html
From NICK PISA in Rome, Published November 26, 2011
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Father Gabriel Amorth ... and yoga fan
Yoga has been branded the work of the Devil — by the Vatican's chief exorcist.

Father Gabriel Amorth, 85, also warned of Satanic influences in the Harry Potter books.

The controversial priest, who has carried out more than 70,000 exorcisms in 25 years, declared: "Both seem innocuous but they deal with magic and that leads to evil."

Father Amorth said: "Yoga is the Devil's work. You think you are doing it to stretch your mind and body. But it leads to oriental religions based on the false belief of reincarnation."

The priest, whose favourite film is The Exorcist, told a conference in Terni, Italy: "In Harry Potter the Devil uses his powers of magic and evil."

The Italian Yoga Association called his claims "outrageous", adding: "Yoga is not a religion but a spiritual discipline."

Vatican's Chief Exorcist claims that yoga and Harry Potter are Satanic

http://www.nerve.com/news/books/vaticans-chief-exorcist-claims-that-yoga-and-harry-potter-are-satanic 

By Jeff Mills November 26, 2011 3:15 PM

Eighty-six-year-old Father Gabriele Amorth knows from exorcisms. Having clocked twenty-five years in the demon-eviction game as Chief Exorcist of the Vatican (appointed by Pope John Paul II), Father Amorth claims to have performed more than 70,000 exorcisms during his tenure. He is the honorary president for life of the International Association of Exorcists, and he even says his favorite movie is... you guessed it, The Exorcist. So if there's anyone better at sniffing out evil, it's news to me. 

But speaking at Italy's Umbria Film Festival on Friday, where he was invited to introduce a Sir Anthony Hopkins film about, yes, exorcism called The Rite, the good padre caught some people off-guard by accusing the practice of yoga and the Harry Potter books of being Satanic. Believing that, more than mere exercise, yoga is a slippery slope that leads to the worship of Hinduism, and that "all Eastern religions are based on a false belief in reincarnation," Father Amorth said that "Practicing yoga is Satanic, it leads to evil just like reading Harry Potter. In Harry Potter, the devil acts in a crafty and covert manner, under the guise of extraordinary powers, magic spells, and curses." 

The J.K. Rowling books have been accused of having an occultic subtext before, and the Catholic Church seems to have a real problem with yoga. The current pope, Benedict XVI, had previously issued a document in 1999*, when he was Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, stating that "Eastern" practices such as yoga, Zen, and transcendental meditation posed a danger, in that they could "degenerate into a cult of the body" that edged out "the authentic consolations of the Holy Spirit." 

Taking the opposite view, and voicing the majority opinion on the subject, Vanda Vanni, founder of the Mediterranean Yoga Association, said: "It's an accusation that has nothing to do with reality. It's a theory -- if one can call it a theory -- that is totally without foundation. Yoga is not a religion or a spiritual practice. It doesn't have even the slightest connection with Satanism or Satanic sects." 

*It was actually in October 1989, sixteen years before…- Michael

The devil does yoga

http://vaticaninsider.lastampa.it/en/homepage/inquiries-and-interviews/detail/articolo/diavolo-devil-diablo-amorth-yoga-10271/ 

Giacomo Galeazzi, Vatican City November 26, 2011

Father Gabriele Amorth, the famous exorcist has reported that some seemingly innocuous Eastern practices are actually dangerous. "Boy wizard" Harry Potter also comes under fire
The devil speaks New Age. "Yoga is the work of the devil," says Pauline priest Father Gabriele Amorth, founder and honorary president of the World Association of Exorcists. And Harry Potter, the literary and cinematic idol of so many children, is a testimony of magic; science is "not able to 'invent' anything." At the seventh edition of "Peoples and Religions Umbria Film Fest," Father Amorth declared that "even seemingly innocuous Eastern practices like yoga are devious and dangerous." 

In fact, "you believe that you’re doing it to relax your body, but it leads to Hinduism," as "all the Eastern religions are based on the false belief of reincarnation." 
The risk also runs high with readers of the "Harry Potter" books, the chief exorcist criticizes, "they are even sold in Catholic bookstores" despite the fact that they "promote magic." He adds, "We believe it to be harmless for children, but it brings them one step closer to magic, which leads to evil," since "the devil is found in Harry Potter in hidden and cunning ways, in the form of superpowers, spells, and curses." Moreover, "Satan is always hidden, and the thing that he wants most is for people to deny that he exists." Hence, he says, "deliver us from yoga!" 
The same applies to the most famous boy wizard on the planet, according to the cleric, who has authored books that have been translated into 28 languages and has about 70,000 exorcisms to his name when, in 1986, he was assigned the job of exorcist of the Roman diocese. The Evil One "studies each of us and our good and bad tendencies, and then presents temptations." 

Science, he claims, "cannot 'invent' anything new because it merely discovers something else that God has already created." Of particular harm to young people: "Beware of discotheques, which in most cases, all follow the same path: alcohol, sex, drugs, and satanic cults." 
Those who have been implicated in these practices were quick to respond: "Is practicing yoga satanic? It is an accusation, in this case, that is neither here nor there." Vanda Vanni responds to the theories of the exorcist of the diocese of Rome, she is the founder of the Mediterranean Yoga Federation; headquartered in Catania with schools and associations for yoga instructors in 40 Italian cities, operating for a dozen years, with her are her main instructors. 

"Father Amorth’s theory is simply that - if you really want to define it as such – and is totally baseless. I would say, rather, that it’s incredibly ridiculous. Yoga," Vanni reminds us, "is definitely not a religion or spiritual practice." "Yoga,” she points out, "teaches and is based on freedom, is an inner quest, a journey of knowledge that has nothing to do with metaphysical spheres, religious or and spiritual sensitivities; as such, as in absolute freedom, yoga cannot have the slightest relevance to satanic practices or cults, nor bring people close to those who are, in fact, Satanic." 

Even Giorgio Furlan, who founded the Academy of Yoga over forty years ago in Rome, with offices in Florence and Bologna, states, "There are different types of yoga, some of them may link to the theories of Hinduism, others are more philosophical and conceptual, but there is no direct link - not with religion nor with the anti-religion - and even less with Satanism." 

For Furlan, "People who say these kinds of things only prove that they don’t know anything about yoga and that they make superficial judgment. In fact," Furlan confesses, "the practice of yoga, which can control the violent impulses of the nervous system and the unconscious, has actually led me to get closer to Christianity and especially Catholicism, from which I had strayed from in my youth." 
Franca Sacchi, founder of the Yoga School in '68 in Milan, with a branch in Turin, confirms, "Ours is not a religion but a science, which is based on six thousand years of experimentation on different levels, of course. The connection with Hinduism may be possible but not mandatory; just think - even the Benedictines have schools of yoga, both in Italy and in India. Not believing in the existence of Satan… I don’t understand how that can contribute to the spread of Satanism." 

Yoga, Potter are evil: Vatican exorcist

http://www.hindustantimes.com/Entertainment/Tabloid/Yoga-Harry-Potter-are-evil-Vatican-exorcist/Article1-774655.aspx 

ANI London November 27, 2011
Vatican’s chief exorcist has claimed that practicing yoga and reading Harry Potter brings evil. Father Gabriel Amorth, who has carried out more than 70,000 exorcisms in the past 25 years after being appointed by the late Pope John Paul II, surprised delegates at a conference by revealing his dislike for yoga and Harry Potter.

"Practising yoga brings evil as does reading Harry Potter. They may both seem innocuous but they both deal with magic and that leads to evil," the Daily Mail quoted him as saying.
"Yoga is the Devil’s work. You thing you are doing it for stretching your mind and body but it leads to Hinduism. All these oriental religions are based on the false belief of reincarnation," he said.
Speaking on the subject of People And Religion at a fringe event at the Umbria Film Festival in Terni, Father Amorth spoke of his distaste for JK Rowling’s young wizard.

"People think it is an innocuous book for children but it’s about magic and that leads to evil. In Harry Potter the Devil is at work in a cunning and crafty way, he is using his extraordinary powers of magic and evil," he said. "Satan is always hidden and the thing he desires more than anything is for people to believe he does not exist. He studies each and every one of us and our tendencies towards good and evil and then he tempts us. My advice to young people would be to watch out for nightclubs because the path is always the same: alcohol, sex, drugs and Satanic sects," he added.
This is not the first time that the 85-year-old has raised eyebrows with his forthright views, as last year he had said that the ongoing child sex scandals rocking the Catholic Church were evidence that "the Devil was at work in the Vatican".

Also at: http://in.lifestyle.yahoo.com/yoga-harry-potter-lead-evil-says-vaticans-chief-092114389.html;

http://www.dnaindia.com/world/report_yoga-and-harry-potter-lead-to-evil-says-vatican-s-chief-exorcist_1618092 

Yoga, work of the devil: Vatican priest

http://www.thaindian.com/newsportal/uncategorized/yoga-work-of-the-devil-vatican-priest_100579956.html 

Sunday, November 27, 2011, 3:48:55 PM 

London (IANS) The ancient Indian practice of yoga that helps in attaining physical and spiritual discipline has been termed a "work of the devil" by a top Vatican priest.

Vatican’s 85-year-old chief exorcist Gabriel Amorth also warned of Satanic influences in the Harry Potter books, The Sun reported. The priest, who has carried out over 70,000 exorcisms in 25 years, said: "Both seem innocuous but they deal with magic and that leads to evil."

"Yoga is the devil’s work. You think you are doing it to stretch your mind and body. But it leads to oriental religions based on the false belief of reincarnation," he said.

"In Harry Potter, the devil uses his powers of magic and evil," Amorth said at a conference in Terni, Italy.

The Italian Yoga Association termed his claims "outrageous". "Yoga is not a religion but a spiritual discipline," it said.

Also at: http://www.cityjournal.in/Newspaper/20111128/World/World_4.html 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/207659/yoga-work-devil-vatican-priest.html 

http://expressbuzz.com/topnews/yoga-work-of-the-devil-vatican-priest/337574.html;

http://news.in.msn.com/international/article.aspx?cp-documentid=5627778&ucpg=3
http://zeenews.india.com/entertainment/and-more/yoga-work-of-the-devil-vatican-priest_101058.htm
MY COMMENTS:
I found hundreds of comments at the secular links listed in the above pages. Most of them, including some from so-called Catholics and others with Christian names, heaped filth and abuse on Fr. Gabriele Amorth, Pope Benedict XVI and the Church. There were of course comments from followers of the Hindu religion which were of a similar nature, simultaneously defending the practice of yoga.
If this is the result of practising the spiritual discipline of yoga, what are priests like Fr. Adrian Mascarenhas of St. Patrick’s Church, Bangalore doing promoting yoga among Catholics in their parishes? 
See my article in which he misinterprets the words of Vatican Documents and insists that yoga is good:

[Yoga is… "a harmless physical exercise". "Yoga - as I said, it is praised by the Second Vatican Council". 

"I doubt very much that Yogic exercises CANNOT be separated from the philosophy of Yoga."]

YOGA AT ST PATRICK’S CHURCH BANGALORE AND FR ADRIAN MASCARENHAS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_AT_ST_PATRICKS_CHURCH_BANGALORE_AND_FR_ADRIAN_MASCARENHAS.doc 

What are Cardinals Ivan Dias and Oswald Gracias and the Bishops of Bombay [Mumbai] doing when institutions like the SVD Fathers’ Atma Darshan and Fr. Joe Pereira’s Kripa Foundation conduct yoga sessions in parishes and in Catholic venues in their archdiocese where yoga is virtually institutionalized?
KRIPA FOUNDATION, WORLD COMMUNITY FOR CHRISTIAN MEDITATION [WCCM]
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/KRIPA%20FOUNDATION_WCCM.doc
KRIPA FOUNDATION, WORLD COMMUNITY FOR CHRISTIAN MEDITATION - LETTERS TO THE BISHOPS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/KRIPA%20FOUNDATION%20_WCCM_LETTERS%20TO%20THE%20BISHOPS.doc
FOR MORE ON YOGA, ALSO SEE:

TRUTH, LIES AND YOGA–ERROL FERNANDES

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TRUTH_LIES_AND_YOGA_BY_ERROL_FERNANDES.rtf 
YOGA

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA.doc
YOGA-SUMMARY

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_SUMMARY.doc
YOGA AND DELIVERANCE 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_AND_DELIVERANCE.doc 
YOGA, SYNCRETISM, INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE–ERROL FERNANDES

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_SYNCRETISM_INTERRELIGIOUS_DIALOGUE_BY_ERROL_FERNANDES.doc
YOGA-WHAT DOES THE CATHOLIC CHURCH SAY ABOUT IT?
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_WHAT_DOES_THE_CATHOLIC_CHURCH_SAY_ABOUT_IT.doc
YOGA IN THE DIOCESE OF MANGALORE

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA%20IN%20THE%20DIOCESE%20OF%20MANGALORE.doc
YOGA, SURYANAMASKAR AT ST. PETER'S COLLEGE, AGRA

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_SURYANAMASKAR%20AT%20ST_PETER_S%20COLLEGE_AGRA.doc
YOGA, SURYANAMASKAR, GAYATRI MANTRA, PRANAYAMA TO BE MADE COMPULSORY IN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_SURYA_NAMASKAR_GAYATRI_MANTRA_PRANAYAMA_TO_BE_MADE_COMPULSORY_IN_EDUCATIONAL_INSTITUTIONS.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-I 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-I.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-II 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-II.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-III 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-III.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-IV 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-IV.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-V 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-V.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-VI 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-VI.doc 
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-VII 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-VII.doc 
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-VIII 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-VIII.doc 

NEW AGE GURUS-1 – SRI SRI RAVI SHANKAR AND THE 'ART OF LIVING'

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_AGE_GURUS_1_SRI_SRI_RAVI_SHANKAR_AND_THE_ART_OF_LIVING.doc
FR. ANAND MUTTUNGAL OF BHOPAL OPPOSES FR. GABRIELE AMORTH

From: mppro2@gmail.com To: undisclosed-recipients: Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2011 1:38 PM

Subject: Is Yoga Evil like Harry Potter?
Can Public Persons Express Their Independent Thoughts?
(Is Yoga Evil like Harry Potter?)
By Fr. Anand Muttungal
As the importance of the media is increasing, the individual freedom is shrinking. The Church in India understands many of the customs, traditions, practices and certain knowledge as the common identity of the children of this country. Unlike anyone else Christians too take proud in being an Indian by sharing all its eternal wisdom. The practice of Yoga, Ayur Veda, etc. are part of such eternal wisdom of this country. These are not part of the faith of any particular religion but practical application of the wisdom of this country. It is seen that the media looking for sensitive news, reports many views of the individuals who holds certain posts in the Western Church. Like the statements allegedly made by Father Gabriele Amorth, the official exorcist of Vatican, that "Practising yoga is Satanic, it leads to evil just like reading Harry Potter". This view is completely personal and said to have spoken in a Film Festival while introducing a film based on exorcism.  Officially Church has not subscribed to this view anywhere in the world. So, should there be such a hue and cry? It made me to think about the personal freedom of the Individuals who are important office holders in organizations. 
The opinions of people have to be seen from the point of individual growth. Perhaps the most important realization that an individual can make in their quest for personal growth is that there is no single formula that defines the path to personal success. We all have different goals and priorities, which means that different activities and attitudes will make us feel good about ourselves. We also have different natural strengths and weaknesses that are a part of our inherent personality type. 
It is very often seen that people expert pressure on the individuals to stop their individual opinions on various issues. It can stun the growth of the individual and the possibility of growth of the society. 
The concept of a right relates to the freedom from interference by other individuals or organization or the governments. Individual rights refer to the liberties of each individual to pursue life and goals without interference from others. All individuals regardless of being part of system has the individual rights which include the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. It is above the oath taken to safe guard the interest of the organization or community because all actions of the community leaders and policy makers need not in concordance with the letter and spirit of the constitution. Leaders very often assume many powers apart from the written constitution and it wakens the organization if it is not brought to their notice. So individual has to have freedom to express views in an agreeable manner. It is for the interest of the community.   
If we define the roles of each individual, it can be understood that each person is part of a larger community. It begins from family, neighbourhood, tribe, caste, village, town, city, state, region, country and the world form a larger community in the life of every human being. Individual plays different roles according to the demands. If the individual is restricted for selfish motives then the full human potential cannot be reached which is suicidal to the individual and the society at large. 
Opinions of the important persons apart from the official views have to be seen as an effort to improve the society as a whole. Such opinions should be read and understood from a larger reality rather than from the individual glasses of who seemingly are affected directly by the opinions. Community responsibilities are an individual's duties or obligations to the community but it should not hamper the possibilities of growth to the particular individual and the society as a whole.
From: prabhu To: mppro2@gmail.com ; pro pro Cc: leovcornel@gmail.com ; lvcornelio@gmail.com ; archdiocebpl@gmail.com Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2011 7:40 PM

Subject: Re: (Is Yoga Evil like Harry Potter?) Can Public Persons Express Their Independent Thoughts?

Dear Fr Anand Muttungal,
1. Unless I am mistaken, you are the spokesperson of the Archdiocese of Bhopal, Father. 
You are also the Public Relations Officer [PRO] of the Madhya Pradesh State's Bishops' Council.
[Please correct me if I am wrong.]
Therefore you fall into the category of a public person.
But it appears to me that you too have expressed your private opinion publicly in this essay.
Are you speaking in your capacity as the PRO and Spokesperson of the Madhya Pradesh Bishops and with the backing of magisterial authority? 
 

2a. I understand from the question in your sub-title that you agree that Harry Potter is evil.
In the sub-title and in the first paragraph of your essay, you question whether Fr. Gabriele Amorth is correct in saying that yoga too is evil (like Harry Potter).
It is. Fr. Gabriele Amorth is far from alone in his opinion.
 

2b. As for "Church has not subscribed to this view anywhere in the world", Bishops' conferences and Theological Commissions have; we also have the 1989 and 2003 Vatican Documents.
See
YOGA IS SATANIC-EXORCIST FR GABRIELE AMORTH [NOVEMBER 28, 2011]
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_IS_SATANIC-EXORCIST_FR_GABRIELE_AMORTH.doc
YOGA AT ST PATRICK’S CHURCH BANGALORE AND FR ADRIAN MASCARENHAS [NOVEMBER 28, 2011]

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_AT_ST_PATRICKS_CHURCH_BANGALORE_AND_FR_ADRIAN_MASCARENHAS.doc
TRUTH, LIES AND YOGA–ERROL FERNANDES

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TRUTH_LIES_AND_YOGA_BY_ERROL_FERNANDES.rtf 

YOGA

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA.doc
YOGA-SUMMARY

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_SUMMARY.doc
YOGA AND DELIVERANCE 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_AND_DELIVERANCE.doc 

YOGA, SYNCRETISM, INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE–ERROL FERNANDES

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_SYNCRETISM_INTERRELIGIOUS_DIALOGUE_BY_ERROL_FERNANDES.doc
YOGA-WHAT DOES THE CATHOLIC CHURCH SAY ABOUT IT?

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_WHAT_DOES_THE_CATHOLIC_CHURCH_SAY_ABOUT_IT.doc
YOGA IN THE DIOCESE OF MANGALORE

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA%20IN%20THE%20DIOCESE%20OF%20MANGALORE.doc
YOGA, SURYANAMASKAR AT ST. PETER'S COLLEGE, AGRA

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_SURYANAMASKAR%20AT%20ST_PETER_S%20COLLEGE_AGRA.doc
YOGA, SURYANAMASKAR, GAYATRI MANTRA, PRANAYAMA TO BE MADE COMPULSORY IN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_SURYA_NAMASKAR_GAYATRI_MANTRA_PRANAYAMA_TO_BE_MADE_COMPULSORY_IN_EDUCATIONAL_INSTITUTIONS.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-I 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-I.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-II 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-II.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-III 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-III.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-IV 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-IV.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-V 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-V.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-VI 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-VI.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-VII 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-VII.doc 
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER YOGI-VIII 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_YOGI-VIII.doc 

KRIPA FOUNDATION, WORLD COMMUNITY FOR CHRISTIAN MEDITATION [WCCM]
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/KRIPA%20FOUNDATION_WCCM.doc
KRIPA FOUNDATION, WORLD COMMUNITY FOR CHRISTIAN MEDITATION - LETTERS TO THE BISHOPS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/KRIPA%20FOUNDATION%20_WCCM_LETTERS%20TO%20THE%20BISHOPS.doc
 
3. Fr. Gabriele Amorth is a deeply spiritual priest who is in the forefront of spiritual warfare against the very person of the devil at a time when many, even in Rome, do not even believe in the existence of Satan. He speaks from knowledge of Scripture and Tradition, personal experience,  as well as the experience of many canonised saints of the Catholic Church who had face to face encounters with/attacks by the minions of hell.
He does not have to be Eastern or Indian to understand that yoga is -- for a Christian -- evil; practising it is against the First Commandment, just as we don't have to be Western to realize that Tarot card-reading is evil.
 

4. I dispute these statements of yours: "The practice of Yoga, Ayur Veda etc. are part of such eternal wisdom of this country. These are not part of the faith of any particular religion but practical application of the wisdom of this country." All the evidence in my articles/compilations is to the contrary.
The basic philosophical assumptions of ayurvedic practice are closely linked with those of the discipline of yoga. They come from the same source, have common roots. They contradict Biblical revelation of the origin and nature of man, his purpose in life, and salvation [among other things].
See  

AYURVEDA

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AYURVEDA.doc
NEW AGE GURUS-1 – SRI SRI RAVI SHANKAR AND THE 'ART OF LIVING' [YOGA + AYURVEDA]

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_AGE_GURUS_1_SRI_SRI_RAVI_SHANKAR_AND_THE_ART_OF_LIVING.doc
 


Yours in Christ Jesus,
Michael Prabhu
Catholic apologist 
www.ephesians-511.net 

WITH COPIES TO THREE EMAIL ADDRESSES OF THE ARCHBISHOP OF BHOPAL. NO RESPONSE
YOGA-PROMOTING PRIESTS FR. ANAND MUTTUNGAL AND FR. JOE PEREIRA RECEIVE NATIONAL EXCELLENCE AWARDS FROM THE CATHOLIC PRIESTS’ CONFERENCE OF INDIA
From: mppro2@yahoo.com To: undisclosed recipients: Sent: Thursday, December 01, 2011 7:28 PM

Subject: Fr. Anand Muttungal Received National Excellence Award
Fr. Anand Muttungal Received National Excellence Award 
Bhopal: 1/12/2011: Fr. Anand Muttungal receives National Excellence Award from Catholic Priests’ Conference of India in a function organized in Trichur, Kerala. This is the highest award given to a Catholic Priest for the exceptional services rendered to the society.  This award is given by the Catholic Priests’ Conference of India, it is the oldest Catholic Priests’ organization in the Country. This award is given once in five years.    

Chief Guest of the Award ceremony Former Karnataka Lokayukth Chairman and Anna Hazare’s Team member Justice N Santhosh Hegde while talking on the occasion said, "the self less service that we render to the community is almost serving God, I have done my schooling in Christian school and I say that they have served the community well." 
While speaking on the occasion Archbishop Dr. Andrews Thazath spoke about Fr. Anand Muttungal, "I know Fr. Anand Muttungal for sometime. Even though he is working in Madhya Pradesh, many times his works are for the whole country." 

President of the CPCI Fr. Philip Kattakyam, said that his award is meant to recognize and appreciate Catholic priests who have excelled in service to humanity; like education, developmental work, human rights, alternative ministry, health, art and culture, pastoral work, media and communication, legal ministry, literature, and academics. It is proposed to choose priests from different sectors for their innovativeness and creativity. The selection of awardees was done by a selection committee specially constituted by CPCI for this purpose. 

Fr. Anand Muttungal is given this award for his great contribution in the area inter-religious peace and harmony and for empowering Christian people to strengthen democracy through their contribution, besides initiating services for the community development. While receiving the award he expressed thanks to the CPCI and dedicated the award as an honour to the people for whom he is working. 
The others are Fr. Davis Chirammel of the Archdiocese of Trichur, for his creative contributions for health care, especially for organizing kidney donations and the Accident Care Transport Services, besides his social development efforts for the emancipation of the poor, Fr. Ivan Madtha of the diocese of Mangalore  for the creative use of the art of magic for the promotion of the Kingdom values and for his great resilient enthusiasm in his mission even after losing one of his hands in a train accident; Fr. P.J. Jacob of the diocese of Belgaum,  for his struggle to defend human rights of ordinary people.  Fr. Joe Pereira of the Archdiocese of Mumbai, recipient of Padmashri Award, a great Yoga Guru and also for his contribution to de-addiction works all over India.  
Roy John Thatta Secretary Public Relations Office Catholic Church, M.P 09425636129
AND, HERE IS YOGI FR. JOE PEREIRA OF KRIPA FOUNDATION’S RESPONSE TO ONE OF MY ALERTS: LIES, LIES AND MORE LIES

From: "JOE H. PEREIRA" <frjoe.kripafoundation@gmail.com> To: "jim pope" <jpope@sympatico.ca> 
Cc: "prabhu" <michaelprabhu@vsnl.net> Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2011 12:09 PM

Subject: Re: CATHOLIC WEB SITE: SEVERAL NEW SECTIONS, OVER 200 NEW ARTICLES, REPORTS AND EXPOSES, TESTIMONIES AND COMPILATIONS

ALL THE BISHOPS AND HEADS OF CHURCHES INCLUDING THE HEAD OF THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCE HAS ASKED MICHAEL TO STOP THIS CAMPAIGN OF SELF-RIGHTEOUS FUNDAMENTALISTIC TIRADE AAINST THE CHURCH THAT EMBRACES PEOPLE OF ALL FAITH AND IS WORKING TOWARDS ECUMENISM AND INTERFAITH DIALOGUE.
MICHAEL IS PERSISTING LIKE A PSYCHOTIC AND SHOULD NOT BE GIVEN ANY MORE ATTENTION.
AFTER FAILING WITH THE MAINLINE CHURCHES HE IS NOW REACHING OUT TO THE GLOBAL CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY BUT YOU VERY WELL KNOW THAT THIS IS A PATHOLOGICAL CASE.
My invitation to him is come before me face to face and participate in the Eucharist and experience the oneness of the true Catholic Faith. Fr. Joe[image: image5][image: image6][image: image7]
