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MICHAEL PRABHU SEPTEMBER 17, 2021
2023 Synod Faces a Credibility and Practicality Gap
The planetary process leading up to the 2023 synod has to confront two major challenges before it begins.

https://www.ncregister.com/commentaries/2023-synod-faces-a-credibility-and-practicality-gap
Fr. Raymond J. de Souza, September 17, 2021
Six weeks before the Catholic Church-wide consultations for the 2023 synod on synodality are set to begin, the Vatican released a vademecum, or “handbook,” that will guide a process that is supposed to occupy every single diocese in the world from October 2021 to April 2022.
The most massive set of meetings ever conducted in the history of the Catholic Church was announced only four months ago, between the third and fourth waves of the coronavirus pandemic in many parts of the world. 

The vademecum did not address whether dioceses where the dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation is still in force should be convening consultative meetings as part of a process to discuss the role of consultative meetings in the life of the Church. The handbook listed “ten thematic nuclei,” including “journeying together,” “co-responsible in the mission” and “forming ourselves in synodality.” There is a mandate to consult with those who never come to church. 

It is an ambitious plan, intended to be a “participative and inclusive ecclesial process that offers everyone — especially those who for various reasons find themselves on the margins — the opportunity to express themselves and to be heard in order to contribute to the edification of the People of God.”
The process suffers from two main challenges before it begins — credibility and practicality. 

Recent synods have had something of a credibility problem in terms of how consultations were done. For example, the 2014 and 2015 Synods on the Family appeared to exclude certain views from among the participants — views that were the magisterial teaching of the Church.

In the 2018 Synod on Youth, Cardinal Oswald Gracias, one of the Holy Father’s closest advisers on the “council of cardinals,” admitted that the draft report’s emphasis on “synodality” and “discernment” were not what the synod fathers had discussed, but were inserted by the synod managers.

The planetary process for synod 2023 requires that every diocese, after six months of consultative sessions, submit a 10-page report, summarizing the findings. The rather short page limit is a matter of practicality; if every diocese in the United States submits a report, that alone would be nearly 2,000 pages. All of that paper will be chewed over by the national episcopal conferences, which will meet in continental conferences to massage the mass of material into a final report that will be delivered to Rome. The synod secretariat will then produce its own preparatory document for synod 2023. 
With the enormity of paper generated, it will necessarily fall to the editorial team in Rome to select those themes that will be emphasized, just as was the case in the recent synods. Will the result be any different this time, even if the process has been inflated to elephantine proportions? 

It would seem a great waste of resources if the end product was imposed by the synod secretariat, as has happened before. 

The second major challenge is actual resources. Is the planetary process practical?

It may be that some wealthy local Churches will be able to summon the resources to launch the process. The vademecum makes clear that the consultations are not to have the character of a political meeting or local democracy. They are to be authentic ecclesial meetings that leave ample space for the Holy Spirit to act. There should be common prayer and a period of formative listening to the Scriptures.
Practically, that means time in which trust among participants can be built up and a process of formation be followed. Holding an open forum in the church basement where parents list reasons why their children no longer practice the faith is not what the Vatican has in mind.

It may be that the Vatican doesn’t really expect that what it has in mind will take place. No one had heard of this idea 120 days ago, when it was first announced, and the official guidance comes less than 60 days before launch. Most sacramental-preparation classes are more extensively prepared than that.

The coincidence of the planetary process with the pandemic further compounds the practical difficulties. 

In many places, the Sunday Mass obligation is suspended because it is considered possibly unsafe for many to come to Mass at this time. Consultative meetings would require closer, longer and more potentially infectious contact than is usually the case at Mass, especially for the elderly and infirm. Will there be room for them, or will they Zoom in? 
With the planetary launch just weeks away, very few dioceses have announced their plans for the local phase, which will conclude next April. The U.S. bishops have announced a national advisory officer in the episcopal conference, but at best that can be a resource person. The local Churches will have to do the work themselves. Or, as the case may be, not do it at all.

SYNOD ON SYNODALITY-RELATED FILES IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER
PREPARATORY DOCUMENT FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH, FOR THE 16TH ORDINARY GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS OCTOBER 9-10, 2021 FRANCIS 7 SEPTEMBER 2021

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PREPARATORY_DOCUMENT_FOR_A_SYNODAL_CHURCH_FOR_THE_16TH_ORDINARY_GENERAL_ASSEMBLY_OF_THE_SYNOD_OF_BISHOPS_OCTOBER_9-10_2021.doc
MISSION VADEMECUM OR HANDBOOK FOR THE SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 2021-2023 FRANCIS 7 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MISSION_VADEMECUM_OR_HANDBOOK_FOR_THE_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY_2021-2023.doc
VATICAN RELEASES SYNOD ON SYNODALITY PREPARATORY DOCUMENT 7 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_RELEASES_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY_PREPARATORY_DOCUMENT.doc
VATICAN RELEASES SYNOD ON SYNODALITY PREPARATORY DOCUMENT-02 7 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_RELEASES_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY_PREPARATORY_DOCUMENT-02.doc
PREPARATORY DOCUMENT ON SYNODALITY PREFIGURES A CONFUSING SYNOD 7 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PREPARATORY_DOCUMENT_ON_SYNODALITY_PREFIGURES_A_CONFUSING_SYNOD.doc
SYNODALITY HAS BEEN DECRIED BY LEADING PRELATES OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH.

MORE SYNODALITY-RELATED FILES [LIST INCOMPLETE FOR SEP-OCT 2021]
SYNODALITY IN THE LIFE AND MISSION OF THE CHURCH FRANCIS/INTERNATIONAL THEOLOGICAL COMMISSION 2 MARCH 2018
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_IN_THE_LIFE_AND_MISSION_OF_THE_CHURCH.doc
EPISCOPALIS COMMUNIO – ON A SYNODAL CHURCH FRANCIS 15 SEPTEMBER 2018
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/EPISCOPALIS_COMMUNIO.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 26-THE DECENTRALIZATION OF DOCTRINAL AUTHORITY (SYNODALITY AND COLLEGIALITY) 12 APRIL 2016 111 PAGES
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_26-THE_DECENTRALIZATION_OF_DOCTRINAL_AUTHORITY.doc
COLLEGIALITY AND EUCHARISTIC INTEGRITY 23 JUNE 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/COLLEGIALITY_AND_EUCHARISTIC_INTEGRITY.doc
A SHORT DEFENSE OF AUTHENTIC SYNODALITY 10 DECEMBER 2018
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/A_SHORT_DEFENSE_OF_AUTHENTIC_SYNODALITY.doc
WHERE DID ALL THESE REFERENCES TO “SYNODALITY” COME FROM? 7 MAY 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHERE_DID_ALL_THESE_REFERENCES_TO_SYNODALITY_COME_FROM.doc
GERMAN BISHOPS’ “SYNODAL PATH” LEADS TO A “CATASTROPHE”-CARDINAL BRANDMULLER 29 JULY 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GERMAN_BISHOPS_SYNODAL_PATH_LEADS_TO_A_CATASTROPHE-CARDINAL_BRANDMULLER.doc
VATICAN CARDINAL OUELLET WARNS GERMAN BISHOPS “SYNODAL PATH” REFORMS ARE “NOT VALID” 13 SEPTEMBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_CARDINAL_OUELLET_WARNS_GERMAN_BISHOPS_SYNODAL_PATH_REFORMS_ARE_NOT_VALID.doc
MARIANNE SCHLOSSER, THEOLOGIAN, REJECTS GERMAN BISHOPS’ SYNODAL PATH 23 SEPTEMBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MARIANNE_SCHLOSSER_THEOLOGIAN_REJECTS_GERMAN_BISHOPS_SYNODAL_PATH.doc 

CDL BRANDMULLER WARNS GERMAN CHURCH AGAINST SYNODAL PATH THAT LEADS TO “FINAL DECLINE” 1 OCTOBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CDL_BRANDMULLER_WARNS_GERMAN_CHURCH_AGAINST_SYNODAL_PATH_THAT_LEADS_TO_FINAL_DECLINE.doc
"IN SEARCH OF NEW PATHWAYS"–ON DAY ONE, A SYNODAL SPLASH 7 OCTOBER 2019 – AMAZON SYNOD 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/IN_SEARCH_OF_NEW_PATHWAYS–ON_DAY_ONE_A_SYNODAL_SPLASH.doc
SYNODALITY BROUGHT PAGANS TO “REJECT IDOLATRY”, POPE SAYS 23 OCTOBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_BROUGHT_PAGANS_TO_REJECT_IDOLATRY_POPE_SAYS.doc
FOCUS ON ROLE OF WOMEN, INCULTURATION, SYNODALITY 23 OCTOBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FOCUS_ON_ROLE_OF_WOMEN_INCULTURATION_SYNODALITY.doc
THE “SYNODALITY” MASQUERADE13 NOVEMBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_SYNODALITY_MASQUERADE.doc
THE IMPACT OF POPE FRANCIS’ PROMOTION OF SYNODALITY 20 NOVEMBER 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_IMPACT_OF_POPE_FRANCIS_PROMOTION_OF_SYNODALITY.doc
THERE IS NO SYNODALITY WITHOUT FIDELITY TO DOCTRINE 14 DECEMBER 2019 - AMAZON SYNOD
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THERE_IS_NO_SYNODALITY_WITHOUT_FIDELITY_TO_DOCTRINE.doc
BISHOPS SHOWCASE ‘NON-BINARY’ YOUTH AT OPENING OF GERMAN SYNODAL PATH 10 FEBRUARY 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/BISHOPS_SHOWCASE_NON-BINARY_YOUTH_AT_OPENING_OF_GERMAN_SYNODAL_PATH.doc
CANONIST MOCKS FARCE OF GERMAN SYNODAL PATH IN WAKE OF QUERIDA AMAZONIA 15 FEBRUARY 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CANONIST_MOCKS_FARCE_OF_GERMAN_SYNODAL_PATH_IN_WAKE_OF_QUERIDA_AMAZONIA.doc
FRANCIS CALLS FOR NEXT BISHOPS’ SYNOD TO BE ON SYNODALITY 9 MARCH 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_CALLS_FOR_NEXT_BISHOPS_SYNOD_TO_BE_ON_SYNODALITY.doc
INFLUENTIAL GERMAN JESUIT BEHIND SYNODAL PATH STEPS DOWN 9 JANUARY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/INFLUENTIAL_GERMAN_JESUIT_BEHIND_SYNODAL_PATH_STEPS_DOWN.doc
GERMAN BISHOP CASTIGATES GERMAN SYNODAL WAY PROCEDURES 4 FEBRUARY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GERMAN_BISHOP_CASTIGATES_GERMAN_SYNODAL_WAY_PROCEDURES.doc
CONCERNING ‘SYNODALITY’ 10 FEBRUARY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CONCERNING_SYNODALITY.doc
LUTHER’S HEIR RIPS FRANCIS’ SYNODAL WAY 6 MAY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/LUTHERS_HEIR_RIPS_FRANCIS_SYNODAL_WAY.doc
‘SYNODALITY’ IS FRANCIS’ LONG-GAME PLAN TO CHANGE CHURCH-CDL. TOBIN 18 MAY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_IS_FRANCIS_LONG-GAME_PLAN_TO_CHANGE_CHURCH-CDL_TOBIN.doc
FRANCIS’ SYNOD ON SYNODALITY BECOMES YEARLONG PROCESS WITH LAY PARTICIPATION 21 MAY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY_BECOMES_YEARLONG_PROCESS_WITH_LAY_PARTICIPATION.doc
2023 SYNOD ON SYNODALITY-A PROCESS ABOUT PROCESSES 26 MAY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/2023_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY-A_PROCESS_ABOUT_PROCESSES.doc
SYNODALITY BOOSTS GREEN AGENDA IN THE CHURCH 2 JUNE 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_BOOSTS_GREEN_AGENDA_IN_THE_CHURCH.doc
EXPLAINING THE GERMAN ‘SYNODAL WAY’ 14 JUNE 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/EXPLAINING_THE_GERMAN_SYNODAL_WAY.doc
FRANCIS ENCOURAGES GERMAN BISHOPS’ SYNODAL PATH 24 JUNE 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_ENCOURAGES_GERMAN_BISHOPS_SYNODAL_PATH.doc
FRANCIS APPOINTS JESUIT CARDINAL TO KEY SYNOD ON SYNODALITY POSITION 8 JULY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_APPOINTS_JESUIT_CARDINAL_TO_KEY_SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY_POSITION.doc
TWO PARALLEL CATHOLIC CHURCHES AT THE SAME TIME? 8 JULY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TWO_PARALLEL_CATHOLIC_CHURCHES_AT_THE_SAME_TIME.doc
SYNODALITY IS WHAT YOU MAKE OF IT 15 JULY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_IS_WHAT_YOU_MAKE_OF_IT.doc
CDL. MULLER CRITIQUES FRANCIS’ HARSHNESS ON TRADITIONIS CUSTODES AS COMPARED TO GERMAN SYNODAL WAY 19 JULY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CDL_MULLER_CRITIQUES_FRANCIS_HARSHNESS_ON_TRADITIONIS_CUSTODES_AS_COMPARED_TO_GERMAN_SYNODAL_WAY.doc
‘SYNODALITY’ IS THE SMOKE OF SATAN IN THE CHURCH 26 JULY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_IS_THE_SMOKE_OF_SATAN IN_THE_CHURCH.doc
SYNOD ON SYNODALITY-HOW ITS DOCUMENTS COULD FUEL CONFLICT BETWEEN LAITY AND BISHOPS 8 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNOD_ON_SYNODALITY-HOW_ITS_DOCUMENTS_COULD_FUEL_CONFLICT_BETWEEN_LAITY_AND_BISHOPS.doc
SYNODALITY IS WHAT YOU MAKE OF IT-02 9 SEPTEMBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SYNODALITY_IS_WHAT_YOU_MAKE_OF_IT-02.doc
ABP. FELIX MACHADO AND BP. LUMEN MONTEIRO INITIATE FRANCIS’ SYNODALITY PUSH IN INDIAN CHURCH 10 SEPTEMBER/4 OCTOBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ABP_FELIX_MACHADO_AND_BP_LUMEN_MONTEIRO_INITIATE_FRANCIS_SYNODALITY_PUSH_IN_INDIAN_CHURCH.doc
GERMAN SYNODAL WAY SESSION VOTES BY A MAJORITY TO NOT HAVE PRIESTS IN THE CHURCH 6 OCTOBER 2021 VIDEO
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GERMAN_SYNODAL_WAY_SESSION_VOTES_BY_A_MAJORITY_TO_NOT_HAVE_PRIESTS_IN_THE_CHURCH.doc
FRANCIS CALLS FOR OPENNESS TO THE ‘SPIRIT OF THE AGE’. IS THIS VATICAN III?-DR. JULES GOMES VIDEO 13 OCTOBER 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_CALLS_FOR_OPENNESS_TO_THE_SPIRIT_OF_THE_AGE_IS_THIS_VATICAN_III-DR_JULES_GOMES.doc
LINKED FILES TO BE UPDATED:
POPE FRANCIS FILES AT THIS MINISTRY’S WEBSITE AS ON 1 OCTOBER 2021 (1100+)

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/POPE_FRANCIS_FILES_AT_THIS_MINISTRYS_WEBSITE.doc
AMAZON SYNOD FILES AT THIS MINISTRY’S WEBSITE AS ON OCTOBER 2021 (1350+) 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZON_SYNOD_FILES_AT_THIS_MINISTRYS_WEBSITE.doc
