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MICHAEL PRABHU DECEMBER 4, 2020
Archbishop Cordileone Discusses Religious Liberty, COVID Restrictions and Equal Treatment
The San Francisco archbishop told the Register that the continuing unfair treatment of religious worship compared to some secular activities is ‘outrageous,’ as well as unconstitutional.

https://www.ncregister.com/interview/archbishop-cordileone-discusses-religious-liberty-covid-restrictions-and-equal-treatment
Lauretta Brown, December 4, 2020

On Thursday, the Supreme Court vacated the 9th Circuit Court’s ruling against California churches that had sued over restrictions that banned indoor worship altogether while still permitting some businesses to remain open at 25% capacity in areas with severe spread of the coronavirus. This followed the high court’s decision last week in Diocese of Brooklyn v. Cuomo, in which it ruled 5-4 that places of worship should have injunctive relief against New York’s 10- and 25-person occupancy limits in areas with a lot of coronavirus spread.
Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone of San Francisco has been a vocal opponent of oppressive coronavirus restrictions aimed at California churches over the year. In September, he led a demonstration and Eucharistic procession to “Free the Mass,” protesting city and state COVID restrictions on churches when businesses deemed “essential” were allowed to operate at a larger capacity. The Department of Justice took notice, warning San Francisco Mayor London Breed that the rules of just one individual at a time in a place of worship was “unconstitutional,” and the limit was changed to no more than 100 people at a time for indoor worship.

Last week, San Francisco was designated “purple tier” due to a surge in COVID cases, which meant a ban for indoor worship. Archbishop Cordileone spoke with the Register today about why he believes this restriction is “offensive” and “unconstitutional” and what he hopes might occur in light of the Supreme Court’s recent decision to vacate the ruling against California churches. 
How does Thursday’s Supreme Court decision affect parishes in your archdiocese and in the state? Is there legal action from the bishops planned?
There’s no immediate effect. We have to wait and see what the district court does because [the Supreme Court] did not grant injunctive relief, as it did in New York in the Diocese of Brooklyn case, but it vacated the district court decision in light of the Supreme Court’s decision for the injunction in the Diocese of Brooklyn case and asked the district court to review its decision in light of that case. I think it’s clear that the Supreme Court thinks the district court needs to grant this injunctive relief on the basis of that Supreme Court decision, but we have to wait for the district court to decide. If the district court does the right thing and acts in a timely way — which these matters usually are: done in a timely way — we’ll be able to return to indoor worship with the appropriate restrictions. 

California has a color tier system similar to New York’s. It depends on the county, and there are four tiers. Purple is the most restrictive; almost the whole state is in purple tier now. There are three or four counties in the red; one is actually in the archdiocese: Marin County is in the red. Red allows indoor worship at 25% capacity or a limit of 100 maximum, whichever is lower, but purple tier allows no indoor worship, while it does allow indoor retail at 25% capacity. 

These are the restrictions we’ve been fighting. The state’s getting stricter because of the surge and the infections. They’re now going to analyze things according to regions, but up until just now, this is the way it has worked. 
What would you say is the main problem with the way California and San Francisco local government has handled the COVID restrictions on worship? 
It’s deeply offensive, it’s outrageous, and it’s unconstitutional to say worship is nonessential. The government has no authority to tell the Church if it’s essential or not, or which of its services are essential or not. That’s the Free-Exercise Clause of the Constitution. The government cannot impede us from exercising our religious liberty. This is really serious. 

I have said all along the government has the right and the responsibility to tell us what we have to do to protect public health when we worship. I’ve said that all along, and we accept these restrictions. We have our safety protocols. Every diocese in the country just about is following these, the model that came out of the Thomistic Institute; we’ve adopted them here for San Francisco. They’ve been scientifically proven to be effective. 
There was that study done over the summer, a 14-week period when they studied 1 million Masses following the safety protocols, and there were no outbreaks. We’re committed to public health and being responsible. But they’re being unconstitutional and closing up public worship while they’re allowing other businesses to operate; even in the purple tier, they’ve even been allowing these services that involve extended one-on-one contact, like hair and nail salons and massage and tattoo parlors. I understand the health experts would say, even if there is an infection, it won’t be an outbreak — an outbreak is a whole cluster of infections; it’s not a group gathering, so there’s not going to be an outbreak. But we have had no outbreaks in our church services when we’ve done it. According to these protocols, there have been outbreaks, but none of those outbreaks have happened in Catholic churches. There have been a few bad actors who weren’t acting responsibly, but they’re judging everyone on the basis of those few examples. 

What do you think is the best course of action for the bishops in these areas faced with oppressive COVID restrictions? Is it civil disobedience or seeking legal recourse? 
Everyone has a different opinion on it, so it’s hard to get some unanimity of opinion. I think all of those options are viable when the time comes, but some people think that the time’s overdue for civil disobedience; and I empathize with them, but there are a lot of factors to weigh. One is there’s this false impression that religious worshippers are just irresponsible — we don’t care about people getting the virus and dying, and we just want to do the thing that we like to do, regardless of public health; which is absolutely false, of course, but it would feed into that narrative, so there’s a PR side to it. 

Also, we’re people of faith; we don’t like having to get into fights over things that should be something we mutually understand, so we’ve been cooperative. We want to be cooperative. We have been, and we like, collaborating with others for the common good. It’s sort of not in our instinct to get into an adversarial relationship. And then, as bishops, we have a lot of people: I have about half a million Catholics in the archdiocese and 90 parishes in three counties, and that’s probably about an average-size diocese. We have a lot of people from a lot of different cultural and linguistic groups, a lot of different political persuasions, a lot of different socioeconomic levels. Trying to keep unity among them all is sometimes a challenge, and there will probably be some people upset by civil disobedience. It has to be done in the right way, where there’s a lot of moral capital to back us up if we take that step.

What’s your response to critics who say that Catholic churches and other places of religious worship are unjustly trying to use the courts to obtain special treatment for themselves, compared to more secular gatherings that public authorities are also regulating in order to control the pandemic?
We would be happy with equal treatment, even though that is inadequate actually, because secular activities are not a First Amendment right. Again, the government has no authority to tell the Church we can’t worship. So according to the Constitution, we’re in a privileged situation compared to secular businesses or secular activities. But because of the concern of stemming the spread of the virus, I’d be happy if we were treated equally with secular activities. 

A lot of us are running out, some already have run out, of patience, or our patience is running very thin. We’re being told again there’s a surge and that we have to get more severe with the restrictions to not overwhelm the hospitals, but we’ve been told this so many times in the past and the hospitals were not overwhelmed. It may be true this time, maybe this time there really is a risk of overwhelming the hospitals, but we’ve heard this over and over again, and they’ve kept us shut down because of it. We’ve been putting up with this injustice for months and months on end.

There’s this double standard. Back earlier in the summer, when all those protests were going on, we have, we still have, a limit in San Francisco of 200 for outdoor gatherings — some counties, there is no limit — but they were allowing those protests to go on. At that time in San Francisco, the limit was 12 for an outdoor gathering. They would have a hundred or more people at protests, not only allowing it, even officials participating in it — it’s this double standard and keeping their suppression of religion because they just see us as nonessential.

What would your advice be to the faithful who are trying to balance safety concerns with religious observance this Advent and Christmas season? 
Access the Mass as they can; access the other sacraments. I’ve asked my priests to continue to make confession available for people. Then to keep the faith alive in their home, as I’m sure a lot of them have been doing when they can’t get to Mass to watch it virtually, but also prayer, keeping prayer alive in the home. Now, in the season of Advent, it’s very rich in symbols and in rituals: lighting the advent wreath; saying some prayers; praying the family Rosary. Observe the basic safety precautions of wearing masks and keeping social distance outside of the home and all those usual things.

“THE GREAT RESET” FILES
WHAT IS ‘THE GREAT RESET’ AND WHO’S BEHIND IT? 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHAT_IS_THE_GREAT_RESET_AND_WHOS_BEHIND_IT.doc
GLOBALISTS CHEER POPE’S ROLE IN POST-COVID ‘GREAT RESET’ OF WORLD ECONOMY 2 DECEMBER 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GLOBALISTS_CHEER_POPES_ROLE_IN_POST-COVID_GREAT_RESET_OF_WORLD_ECONOMY.doc
FRANCIS SHOWS HIS HAND, ADOPTS GREAT RESET SLOGAN 3 DECEMBER 2020 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_SHOWS_HIS_HAND_ADOPTS_GREAT_RESET_SLOGAN.doc
FRANCIS TEAMS UP WITH GLOBAL COMPANIES TO PROMOTE CAPITALISM IN LINE WITH UN’S PRO-ABORTION GOALS 10 DECEMBER 2020 - GREAT RESET
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_TEAMS_UP_WITH_GLOBAL_COMPANIES_TO_PROMOTE_CAPITALISM_IN_LINE_WITH_UNS_PRO-ABORTION_GOALS.doc
CDL. BURKE ON WORLD LEADERS USING COVID-19 CRISIS TO ACHIEVE ‘THE GREAT RESET’ 15 DECEMBER 2020 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CDL_BURKE_ON_WORLD_LEADERS_USING_COVID-19_CRISIS_TO_ACHIEVE_THE_GREAT_RESET.doc
WORLD NEEDS ‘GREAT RESET’ THAT WAS PROPOSED AT FATIMA 15 DECEMBER 2020 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WORLD_NEEDS_GREAT_RESET_THAT_WAS_PROPOSED_AT_FATIMA.doc
BILL GATES’ AND WEF’S MICROCHIP PROGRAM TRACKING COVID STATUS OF MILLIONS 15 DECEMBER 2020 - GREAT RESET
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/BILL_GATES_AND_WEFS-MICROCHIP_PROGRAM_TRACKING_COVID_STATUS_OF_MILLIONS.doc
A 2020 RECAP, AND THE ‘GREAT RESET’ BY ABP. VIGANO 15 DECEMBER 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/A_2020_RECAP_AND_THE_GREAT_RESET_BY_ABP_VIGANO.doc

FRANCIS TEAMS UP WITH UN ON GENDER EQUALITY, GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP 02 16 DECEMBER 2020 GREAT RESET 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_TEAMS_UP_WITH_UN_ON_GENDER_EQUALITY_GLOBAL_CITIZENSHIP_02.doc
MAJOR GOOGLE OUTAGE PROMPTS QUESTIONS OF GREAT RESET CYBER ATTACK 16 DECEMBER 2020  

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MAJOR_GOOGLE_OUTAGE_PROMPTS_QUESTIONS_OF_GREAT_RESET_CYBER_ATTACK.doc
FRANCIS TEAMS UP WITH THE GLOBALIST ‘GREAT RESET’ AGENDA 18 DECEMBER 2020 GREAT RESET
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FRANCIS_TEAMS_UP_WITH_THE_GLOBALIST_GREAT_RESET_AGENDA.doc
WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM PREVIEWS JAN 2021 ‘GREAT RESET’ SUMMIT 23 DECEMBER 2020 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WORLD_ECONOMIC_FORUM_PREVIEWS_JAN_2021_GREAT_RESET_SUMMIT.doc
2021 IN THE LIGHT OF THE FATIMA MESSAGE AND RIGHT REASON-MATTEI – [THE GREAT RESET] 2 JANUARY 2021

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/2021_IN_THE_LIGHT_OF_THE_FATIMA_MESSAGE_AND_RIGHT_REASON-MATTEI.doc
BIDEN, FAUCI WILL USE GREAT RESET TO DESTROY WHAT’S GOOD ABOUT SOCIETY 8 JANUARY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/BIDEN_FAUCI_WILL_USE_GREAT_RESET_TO_DESTROY_WHATS_GOOD_ABOUT_SOCIETY.doc
GREAT RESET VIDEO ADMITS TO PUBLIC BACKLASH 28 JANUARY 2021  
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GREAT_RESET_VIDEO_ADMITS_TO_PUBLIC_BACKLASH.doc
ELITES USE FRAUDULENT GLOBAL WARMING DOCUMENTARY TO ADVANCE ‘GREAT RESET’ AGENDA 5 FEBRUARY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ELITES_USE_FRAUDULENT_GLOBAL_WARMING_DOCUMENTARY_TO_ADVANCE_GREAT_RESET_AGENDA.doc
SECRETIVE INTNL BANKING GROUP MAY ENFORCE GREAT RESET GREEN AGENDA ON WORLD 5 FEBRUARY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SECRETIVE_INTNL_BANKING_GROUP_MAY_ENFORCE_GREAT_RESET_GREEN_AGENDA_ON_WORLD.doc
‘GREAT RESET’ FEEDS SECULARIZATION, PAVES WAY FOR DE-CHRISTIANIZED SOCIETY 24 FEBRUARY 2021 
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http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GREAT_RESET_WITHOUT_GOD_IS_A_HOAX.doc
WHO’S BEHIND GLOBAL EFFORTS TO SILENCE CRITICS OF THE ’GREAT RESET’ 3 MARCH 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHOS_BEHIND_GLOBAL_EFFORTS_TO_SILENCE_CRITICS_OF_THE_GREAT_RESET.doc
ABP. VIGANO ON ‘THE GREAT RESET’, THE PANDEMIC, AND THE CHURCH 25 MARCH 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ABP_VIGANO_ON_THE_GREAT_RESET_THE_PANDEMIC_AND_THE_CHURCH.doc
COVID VACCINE AND ‘THE GREAT RESET’. ‘THERE IS NO PANDEMIC’-ABP. VIGANO 25 MARCH 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/COVID_VACCINE_AND_THE_GREAT_RESET_THERE_IS_NO_PANDEMIC-ABP_VIGANO.doc
THE PANDEMIC, THE GREAT RESET, AND THE END TIMES 8 APRIL 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_PANDEMIC_THE_GREAT_RESET_AND_THE_END_TIMES.doc
CONSIDERATIONS ON THE GREAT RESET 18 MAY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CONSIDERATIONS_ON_THE_GREAT_RESET.doc
CONSIDERATIONS ON THE GREAT RESET-ABP. VIGANO 18 MAY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CONSIDERATIONS_ON_THE_GREAT_RESET-ABP_VIGANO.doc
ABP. VIGANO ON THE GREAT RESET FROM START TO FINISH, THE NEW WORLD ORDER 31 MAY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ABP_VIGANO_ON_THE_GREAT_RESET_FROM_START_TO_FINISH_THE_NEW_WORLD_ORDER.doc
CDL. MULLER BLASTS ‘GREAT RESET FANTASIES’ OF WORLD LEADERS, BIG TECH 31 MAY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CDL_MULLER_BLASTS_GREAT_RESET_FANTASIES_OF_WORLD_LEADERS_BIG_TECH.doc
MORE FROM ABP. VIGANO ON THE NEW WORLD ORDER AND THE GREAT RESET 26 JULY 2021 http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MORE_FROM_ABP_VIGANO_ON_THE_NEW_WORLD_ORDER_AND_THE_GREAT_RESET.doc
SOCIALIST ABP. CAMARA INSPIRED ARCHITECT OF THE ‘GREAT RESET’ KLAUS SCHWAB 23 AUGUST 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SOCIALIST_ABP_CAMARA_INSPIRED_ARCHITECT_OF_THE_GREAT_RESET_KLAUS_SCHWAB.doc
ABP. VIGANO ON THE GREAT RESET, THE NEW WORLD ORDER, LUCIFERIC INITIATION AND NEW AGE 31 AUGUST 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ ABP_VIGANO_ON_THE_GREAT_RESET_THE_NEW_WORLD_ORDER_LUCIFERIC_INITIATION_AND_NEW_AGE.doc
At my web site, at http://www.ephesians-511.net/reports.php, you will find over 500 Catholic perspective files on the coronavirus (Covid 19) pandemic and related issues (masks, lockdowns, quarantines, vaccines; banning of Masses and Communion on the tongue, etc.) They will finally be available grouped in one larger file with individual titles and links.      
Soon to be available:                                                                                                                   ALL YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC FROM A CATHOLIC PERSPECTIVE-MICHAEL PRABHU                                                                                                     http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ALL_YOU_WANTED_TO_KNOW_ABOUT_THE_CORONAVIRUS_PANDEMIC_FROM_A_CATHOLIC_PERSPECTIVE-MICHAEL_PRABHU.doc
