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MICHAEL PRABHU DECEMBER 22, 2020
 Archbishop Naumann on the Ethics of COVID-19 Vaccines
In a Dec. 21 interview on EWTN's Pro-Life Weekly, the archbishop of Kansas City spoke about the vaccines now available to the American public and what every Catholic should know before receiving one.

https://www.ncregister.com/interview/archbishop-naumann-on-the-ethics-of-covid-19-vaccines
December 22, 2020

EWTN Pro-Life Weekly host Catherine Hadro spoke Monday to the chair of the U.S. Bishops Pro-Life committee, Archbishop Joseph Naumann of Kansas City, about the ethical issues surrounding the COVID-19 vaccines currently on the market. Archbishop Naumann addresses the questions and concerns many Catholics have about the abortion-tainted options. In the segment previous to Archbishop Naumann, Hadro also spoke with Dr. Stacy Trasancos who has insisted that Catholics should demand vaccines that aren't morally compromised.
Below is a transcript of the Dec. 21 interview, edited lightly for print.

First, I want to summarize for our viewers that seven page statement both you and Bishop Kevin Rhodes released last week about the COVID vaccines. It condemns the use of aborted fetal cell lines and either the testing or the production. It discouraged Catholics from receiving the AstraZeneca vaccine because its production did involve aborted fetal cell lines, but ultimately did encourage Catholics to receive either the Pfizer or Moderna vaccines, which were tested against aborted fetal cell lines. First, would you agree with that summary of the statement released last week? 
Yes, Catherine, with the one caveat, we actually did say that the AstraZeneca one could be used if there was no other available. So, again, we would - and I appreciate what Dr. Stacy said at the beginning - we wish there was available to people a vaccine that was totally, completely, completely free of any taint to abortion. And I certainly share her passion that we don't want to in any way imply that the decision made by the researchers to use aborted fetal cell lines was a moral one or ethical one. But the question we were responding to despite that is - can it be permissible? Is it licit for a Catholic to be able to use these vaccines in the current context? 
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Archbishop Joseph Naumann on EWTN Pro-Life Weekly.
Can you speak to the original abortion involved in COVID-19 vaccine development and what is the involvement exactly?
Again, that varies with the vaccines that you're talking about. With the Moderna and the Pfizer vaccine, there were no aborted fetal cell lines used in the production or the development. However, they did use aborted fetal cell lines in the testing to see if they were if they were effective. 

The AstraZeneca one, on the other hand, does use these aborted fetal cell lines that go back to 1960 when the abortions actually occurred. So I think that's an important point to note - that these are very old cell lines; it's not like new abortions are happening because of these vaccines. 
So there are some vaccines that are still in development; I think there are 13 or so near the final stages - and some of those are completely free of any connection with abortion. And if those become available, certainly that would be our encouragement for Catholics to use those. But if the only options are these, then we think that the Moderna and Pfizer are even more remote from their cooperation in an abortion than the AstraZeneca one.

 
The reason you and Bishop Rhoades gave for permitting Catholics to receive either the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine is, quote, “Thus, while neither vaccine is completely free from any connection to morally compromised cell lines, in this case the connection is very remote from the initial evil of the abortion” – a point you just reiterated. But your Excellency, isn’t a remote connection to abortion still a connection? And can you explain why the vaccines are licit then? 
Yeah, you know, we actually the term is remote cooperation, which is an ethical term, so and it's talking about what cooperation a person that's receiving the vaccine actually is having in the abortion. And that's why we say it's remote, because the person receiving the vaccine really had no influence on the decision on how that vaccine was tested or developed. So in receiving the vaccine, they're not giving approval to those decisions that were made by pharmaceutical companies basically. 
To that point, is it also considered remote simply because of the amount of years between when the abortion happened and the vaccine testing? Can you clarify that? 
Yes, I mean, I think it's important to note that we don't see this as encouraging abortion, certainly that's not our intention and it's not like new abortions need to occur for these cell lines. These cell lines have been replicated for decades now. And so they're using the same cell lines, I think, more out of convenience. And again, this is where we think - and this is why the bishops of the United States really early on in the COVID epidemic, we asked our government - please make sure that there are ethical vaccines available for our people. And we said, you know, first of all, so that we can receive these, but also from a practical point of view, that people wouldn't reject receiving these vaccines because of any connection with abortion.

 

And can you clarify, is this United Catholic Conference of Bishops' teaching about remote connection and cooperation? Where does this moral theology ultimately come from? 
Well actually, as you mentioned, the Vatican just put out a document and all of that whole theology on cooperation - there’s what's called formal cooperation, where you actually are - this would be the researchers that are making the decision - they're formally cooperating with this in a way, whereas the person receiving it is remote. And this goes way back in Catholic moral teaching, but it's been used in several documents in the last 20 years before the COVID crisis, because there are other vaccines - like the rubella measles vaccine, the chicken pox vaccine - that’s used that also used these aborted fetal cell lines. And so the Vatican had already spoken about those and what the principles were. And again, the principle is that it's licit, that it's permissible. People aren't obligated to take the vaccinations, but it's licit and permissible. We have an obligation to do what we can to protect our own health, as well as to do what we can to protect the health of others. And those are good ethical reasons why one might choose to be vaccinated in this case.
I spoke earlier today with Dr. Stacy Trasancos. She's executive director of the St. Philip Institute in Tyler, Texas. She has a doctorate in chemistry, Master's in dogmatic theology, and previously worked as a chemist. She has been a vocal critic of the U.S. Bishops’ response to the COVID vaccine. Dr. Stacy Trasancos said: “We don't want to be painted into that corner again, where we have to make this choice, this morally coerced choice, we want to fight this. We want to demand something better. It felt to me, it felt like the leadership, the Catholic leadership - bioethicists, bishops - went and ran into that corner and left us out here to fight on our own. We needed, we needed some heroism. We needed some leadership.” Archbishop Naumann, what is your response to that? What do you want to say to U.S. Catholics who share that sentiment?
Well, you know, again, I respect Dr. Stacy and I share her passion that we want to build a culture of life and end this culture of death and would like to protect every unborn child. And I would say to her, you know, again, we were early on - now the news media and others didn't really take an interest – but early on, we were advocating - please give us vaccines that are not tainted in this way. However, when that's the only choice for people at the current moment, the question is - is it permissible for their own health and for the health of others to take it? And the answer to that is yes. 

Is it also permissible for individuals to say, I'm going to choose not to be vaccinated for this precise reason and I want to give them perhaps a more heroic witness? And the answer would be yes to that as well. But, you know, right now we have to deal with the choices that are in front of us. And, you know, I think there are people that will debate how serious is this pandemic and epidemic. I've heard that as well, but we've seen how lethal it can be for certain parts of the population. And so is it - can there be moral justification? And I think there is moral justification to use these vaccines. 

Not everybody has to make that decision. And if we do use them, we are even more obligated to raise the objection to pharmaceutical companies and the government to give us ethical vaccines and not to keep resorting to these old aborted fetal cell lines.

 

You are a U.S. archbishop, chair of the Pro-Life Committee. As a Catholic Church leader, as a pro-life leader - what is your message then to the scientific community for ever using cells that come from a baby that was killed by abortion? 
Abortion is never an ethical choice. It's always the taking of a life of the child, and it's never ethical to use the remains of aborted fetuses in research. And so I would say to the scientific community - don't resort to this and we don't need to. 
We have the ability to create these medical remedies without using that. And I think Moderna and Pfizer shown that they didn't use the aborted fetal cell lines. Unfortunately, they did these confirmatory tests. But we could avoid this if our scientists would take that position that they don't want to be tainted in their moral decision - for them, it's a much more grave situation; those that have chosen to use this research in this way.

 

One question I'm seeing people raise is - how can a Catholic take up the moral obligation to protest a vaccine that was tested using aborted fetal cell lines if they are receiving the vaccine? How can you both protest it and receive it? Is that possible? 
Yeah, I think it certainly is possible. You're taking it because of health reasons, perhaps your own health, but also the public health. So it's a life issue in that regard. And because, again, your remote in your cooperation with the abortion, this abortion happened decades ago, it's not encouraging future abortions - but it's important for our voice to say abortion should end. And also the use of aborted tissue in scientific research needs to end as well. So I, I think we can say both of those messages with integrity.

 

Do you believe Catholics are morally obligated to receive the vaccine? Are you a bad Catholic if you don't get this vaccine? 
No, you're not morally obligated. You know, what we say in the document is that it's permissible. And if you do choose - then the choice should be made because you're trying actually to do an act of charity to protect the health of others. And there is a moral obligation to work for the common good. And so that's where the, but that doesn't mean you're morally obligated to take the vaccine. But if you do, part of your motivation for that is for the common good.
Your statement said, quote, “There is no available alternative vaccine that has absolutely no connection to abortion.” You've already mentioned this already - but should Catholics, who are not immunocompromised, wait then for a completely ethical alternative, one that does not use aborted fetal cell lines in production or testing?
You know, I think, as I said, Catholics can choose to be vaccinated or they can choose not to be vaccinated, and there are other considerations. Of course, some people have concerns about other side effects to the vaccine. And we, neither the Vatican nor our document, really can address that - that's not our expertise. But if the, if what we're told by our government health agencies - as well as the pharmaceutical companies -  that these are safe, a Catholic could choose to utilize the vaccine or choose not to. That becomes a moral choice that each of us can make and each of us can have good motivation - the motivation to protect the public health in one area. For those that choose not to, it can be to give this heroic witness, but also they need to take measures to try to protect the health of others if they make that decision as well -- to do what they can with the means that are available to follow the protocols, to try to help not transmit this virus to vulnerable populations.

 

Are there any additional questions or concerns you've heard from Catholics on this topic that you want to directly address?
No, I mean, I think there are some good things that are coming out of this. I think people are becoming more aware that not only these COVID vaccines, but other vaccines, have used aborted fetal cell lines. I think this can be good. And we have seen some progress to our advocacy with some pharmaceutical companies making ethical vaccines. There's even a rubella vaccine that is available, but it's not been approved in the United States, it's approved in Japan. So I think hopefully out of this will come more advocacy with our pharmaceutical companies and governments to give us vaccines that are completely free of any connection to abortion.

 

And finally, Archbishop Naumann, ultimately, what is your message to U.S. Catholics as they discern the ethical issues involved with the COVID-19 vaccines?
I think, like in everything, we need to pray. We need to ask the Holy Spirit to give us wisdom and to make the right choice, the moral choice for us. And we have to weigh these goods: the good of protecting our health, the health of our loved ones, the health of the community. And also at the same time, stand strongly to protect innocent human life and to bring an end to the culture of death and to abortion.

 

“THE GREAT RESET” FILES
WHAT IS ‘THE GREAT RESET’ AND WHO’S BEHIND IT? 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHAT_IS_THE_GREAT_RESET_AND_WHOS_BEHIND_IT.doc
GLOBALISTS CHEER POPE’S ROLE IN POST-COVID ‘GREAT RESET’ OF WORLD ECONOMY 2 DECEMBER 2020
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GLOBALISTS_CHEER_POPES_ROLE_IN_POST-COVID_GREAT_RESET_OF_WORLD_ECONOMY.doc
WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM PREVIEWS JAN 2021 ‘GREAT RESET’ SUMMIT 23 DECEMBER 2020 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WORLD_ECONOMIC_FORUM_PREVIEWS_JAN_2021_GREAT_RESET_SUMMIT.doc
2021 IN THE LIGHT OF THE FATIMA MESSAGE AND RIGHT REASON-MATTEI – [THE GREAT RESET] 2 JANUARY 2021

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/2021_IN_THE_LIGHT_OF_THE_FATIMA_MESSAGE_AND_RIGHT_REASON-MATTEI.doc
BIDEN, FAUCI WILL USE GREAT RESET TO DESTROY WHAT’S GOOD ABOUT SOCIETY 8 JANUARY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/BIDEN_FAUCI_WILL_USE_GREAT_RESET_TO_DESTROY_WHATS_GOOD_ABOUT_SOCIETY.doc
GREAT RESET VIDEO ADMITS TO PUBLIC BACKLASH 28 JANUARY 2021  
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GREAT_RESET_VIDEO_ADMITS_TO_PUBLIC_BACKLASH.doc
ELITES USE FRAUDULENT GLOBAL WARMING DOCUMENTARY TO ADVANCE ‘GREAT RESET’ AGENDA 5 FEBRUARY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ELITES_USE_FRAUDULENT_GLOBAL_WARMING_DOCUMENTARY_TO_ADVANCE_GREAT_RESET_AGENDA.doc
SECRETIVE INTNL BANKING GROUP MAY ENFORCE GREAT RESET GREEN AGENDA ON WORLD 5 FEBRUARY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SECRETIVE_INTNL_BANKING_GROUP_MAY_ENFORCE_GREAT_RESET_GREEN_AGENDA_ON_WORLD.doc
‘GREAT RESET’ FEEDS SECULARIZATION, PAVES WAY FOR DE-CHRISTIANIZED SOCIETY 24 FEBRUARY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GREAT_RESET_FEEDS_SECULARIZATION_PAVES_WAY_FOR_DE-CHRISTIANIZED_SOCIETY.doc
‘GREAT RESET’ WITHOUT GOD IS A HOAX 26 FEBRUARY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/GREAT_RESET_WITHOUT_GOD_IS_A_HOAX.doc
WHO’S BEHIND GLOBAL EFFORTS TO SILENCE CRITICS OF THE ’GREAT RESET’ 3 MARCH 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHOS_BEHIND_GLOBAL_EFFORTS_TO_SILENCE_CRITICS_OF_THE_GREAT_RESET.doc
ABP. VIGANO ON ‘THE GREAT RESET’, THE PANDEMIC, AND THE CHURCH 25 MARCH 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ABP_VIGANO_ON_THE_GREAT_RESET_THE_PANDEMIC_AND_THE_CHURCH.doc
COVID VACCINE AND ‘THE GREAT RESET’. ‘THERE IS NO PANDEMIC’-ABP. VIGANO 25 MARCH 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/COVID_VACCINE_AND_THE_GREAT_RESET_THERE_IS_NO_PANDEMIC-ABP_VIGANO.doc
THE PANDEMIC, THE GREAT RESET, AND THE END TIMES 8 APRIL 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_PANDEMIC_THE_GREAT_RESET_AND_THE_END_TIMES.doc
CONSIDERATIONS ON THE GREAT RESET 18 MAY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CONSIDERATIONS_ON_THE_GREAT_RESET.doc
CONSIDERATIONS ON THE GREAT RESET-ABP. VIGANO 18 MAY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CONSIDERATIONS_ON_THE_GREAT_RESET-ABP_VIGANO.doc
ABP. VIGANO ON THE GREAT RESET FROM START TO FINISH, THE NEW WORLD ORDER 31 MAY 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ABP_VIGANO_ON_THE_GREAT_RESET_FROM_START_TO_FINISH_THE_NEW_WORLD_ORDER.doc
CDL. MULLER BLASTS ‘GREAT RESET FANTASIES’ OF WORLD LEADERS, BIG TECH 31 MAY 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CDL_MULLER_BLASTS_GREAT_RESET_FANTASIES_OF_WORLD_LEADERS_BIG_TECH.doc
MORE FROM ABP. VIGANO ON THE NEW WORLD ORDER AND THE GREAT RESET 26 JULY 2021 http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/MORE_FROM_ABP_VIGANO_ON_THE_NEW_WORLD_ORDER_AND_THE_GREAT_RESET.doc
SOCIALIST ABP. CAMARA INSPIRED ARCHITECT OF THE ‘GREAT RESET’ KLAUS SCHWAB 23 AUGUST 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SOCIALIST_ABP_CAMARA_INSPIRED_ARCHITECT_OF_THE_GREAT_RESET_KLAUS_SCHWAB.doc
ABP. VIGANO ON THE GREAT RESET, THE NEW WORLD ORDER, LUCIFERIC INITIATION AND NEW AGE 31 AUGUST 2021
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ ABP_VIGANO_ON_THE_GREAT_RESET_THE_NEW_WORLD_ORDER_LUCIFERIC_INITIATION_AND_NEW_AGE.doc
At my web site, at http://www.ephesians-511.net/reports.php, you will find over 400 Catholic perspective files on the coronavirus (Covid 19) pandemic and related issues (masks, lockdowns, quarantines, vaccines; banning of Masses and Communion on the tongue, etc.) They will finally be available grouped in one larger file with individual titles and links.

Soon to be available:

ALL YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC FROM A CATHOLIC PERSPECTIVE-MICHAEL PRABHU 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ALL_YOU_WANTED_TO_KNOW_ABOUT_THE_CORONAVIRUS_PANDEMIC_FROM_A_CATHOLIC_PERSPECTIVE-MICHAEL_PRABHU.doc
