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MICHAEL PRABHU, DECEMBER 11, 2019
Vatican Archbishop: those who say Judas is in hell are ‘heretics’ and priests may ‘accompany’ assisted suicides

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/abp-paglia-on-judas?utm_source=OneSignal                      
Diane Montagna, Rome, December 11, 2019
In a statement difficult to reconcile with Scripture and Tradition, Archbishop Vincenzo Paglia, President of the Pontifical Academy for Life, has claimed on behalf of the Catholic Church that anyone who says Judas Iscariot is in hell is a heretic.
In an even more disturbing statement, the Italian archbishop also asserted that a priest may legitimately remain at the beside of someone undergoing assisted suicide in order to “hold their hand” and “accompany” them.

Archbishop Paglia’s comments came on December 10, at the presentation of a multi-faith International Symposium on Religion and Medical Ethics: Palliative Care and Elderly Mental Health, being held in Rome December 11-12. The symposium, co-sponsored by the Pontifical Academy for Life and the World Innovation Summit for Health (WISH), an initiative of Qatar Foundation, is chiefly focused on Christian and Muslim perspectives on end of life issues. 
Following the formal presentation at the Holy See press office on Tuesday, a journalist asked Archbishop Paglia for his views on a December 5 statement issued on by the Bishops of Switzerland, requiring priests and Catholic pastoral caregivers to leave the room before a lethal injection or other means of suicide is administered. 
The 30-page document of the Swiss Bishops, titled “Pastoral behavior with regard to the practice of assisted suicide,” comes in response to increasing rates of assisted suicide in Switzerland. It states that assisted suicide “is radically against the Gospel message” and its practice “is a serious attack on the preservation of the life of the human person that must be protected from conception until natural death.”

Archbishop Paglia, who serves as chancellor of the new John Paul II Institute for Marriage and Family Sciences in Rome (and presided over the former institute’s demolition), said he has not read the statement issued by the Swiss bishops “in detail” but doesn’t believe that “anyone should ever be abandoned.” 

“We are against assisted suicide because we do not want to do the dirty work of death and because we are all well aware that, for believers, life goes on,” he continued. “To accompany and hold the hand of those who are dying” is therefore the “great task“ of every believer, he said, along with fighting the culture of assisted suicide, which represents “a great defeat for society.” 

“We cannot turn [assisted suicide] into a wise choice,” he said. 

Archbishop Paglia then clarified: “I always celebrate funerals for those who commit suicide, because suicide is always a question of unfulfilled love. We must also remember that, for the Catholic Church, if someone says that Judas is in hell, he is a heretic.”

The assertion that saying Judas is in hell is tantamount to heresy is surprising given the clear teaching of Sacred Scripture, the Fathers and Doctors of the Church and the liturgy. As Cardinal Avery Dulles once explained in an article titled ‘The Population of Hell’: 

“The New Testament does not tell us in so many words that any particular person is in hell. But several statements about Judas can hardly be interpreted otherwise. Jesus says that he has kept all those whom the Father has given him except the son of perdition (John 17:12). At another point Jesus calls Judas a devil (John 6:70), and yet again says of him: “It would be better for that man if he had never been born” (Matthew 26:24; Mark 14:21). If Judas were among the saved, these statements could hardly be true. Many saints and doctors of the Church, including St. Augustine and St. Thomas Aquinas, have taken it as a revealed truth that Judas was reprobated. Some of the Fathers place the name of Nero in the same select company, but they do not give long lists of names, as Dante would do.

Indeed, Sacred Scripture, Pope St. Leo the Great, St. Augustine, St. Thomas Aquinas, St. Catherine of Siena, the Catechism of the Council of Trent and the Church’s liturgy are all of one accord regarding the fate of Judas Iscariot. 

Asked if a priest can therefore “accompany a person who undergoes assisted suicide,” Archbishop Paglia said the issue “goes beyond laws” and that he “didn’t want to give a rule to contradict and so on.”

“I would like to remove ideology from these situations forever and for everyone,” the archbishop said. “For me, those who take their own lives manifest the failure of the whole of society, but not of God. And God never abandons anyone.” 
“Let's avoid getting stuck in ideological debates,” he said. “What is most important is accompaniment. We think of laws when the most serious thing is the abandonment of thousands and thousands of sick people, even when there is a law. Perhaps because they don’t get votes.”

In comments to LifeSite, a priest close to the Vatican, speaking on condition of anonymity, said: “Frankly, the first abandonment a Catholic and a priest should worry about is the possible or likely abandonment of a soul of such a person into hell, i.e. supernaturally provoked abandonment and suicide of one’s soul for having voluntarily forsaken God’s law, His plan and His love ... then we can talk about other matters....” 

“True accompaniment in this case means seeking to be close, yes, but seeking first and foremost to save a soul, and telling that person what is at stake, and not abandoning him to his bad judgment. Indeed, that would be true abandonment, although perhaps it would be less troublesome for a priest and allow him to continue to be praised by the world,” he said. “But ours is not the spirit or criterion of the world. We are creatures of the kingdom of heaven who wish to reach our true home.”

VATICAN OFFICIAL: IT’S HERESY TO SAY JUDAS IS IN HELL
Abp. Vincenzo Paglia contradicts the tradition of the Church
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/vatican-official-claims-its-heresy-to-say-judas-in-hell
Rodney Pelletier, Vatican, December 11, 2019
A top Vatican official says it's "heresy" to say that Judas Iscariot is in Hell.
In comments made at a press conference Tuesday, Abp. Vincenzo Paglia, head of the Pontifical Academy for Life, and a close associate of Pope Francis, claimed, "For a Catholic to say [Judas is in Hell], it's heresy."

Faithful Catholics are criticizing his comment, recalling how Our Lord spoke of Judas: "The Son of Man indeed goes, as it is written of him: but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man shall be betrayed. It were better for him, if that man had not been born."

The Saints, Fathers and Doctors of the Church say unanimously that Judas is in Hell. 
Because of the fall of Judas, St. Peter led the Apostles in picking his replacement, who would be St. Matthias. While conducting the election, St. Peter had foreboding things to say about the traitorous Apostle. In Acts 1:16–20, St. Peter declares:

Men, brethren, the Scripture must needs be fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost spoke before by the mouth of David concerning Judas ... he indeed hath possessed a field of the reward of iniquity ... the same field was called ... the field of blood. For it is written in the book of Psalms: Let their habitation become desolate, and let there be none to dwell therein. 

Saint Peter was referring to Psalm 108:6–8: "Set thou the sinner over him: and may the devil stand at his right hand. When he is judged, may he go out condemned; and may his prayer be turned to sin. May his days be few: and his bishopric let another take."

Three famous saints addressed Judas' final disposition:

· St. Augustine: "For Judas, when he killed himself, killed a wicked man, and passed from this life chargeable not only with the death of Christ, but also with his own: for though he killed himself on account of his crime, his killing himself was another crime." 

· St. Thomas Aquinas: "In the case of Judas, the abuse of grace was the reason for his reprobation, since he was made reprobate because he died without grace."

· Pope St. Leo the Great: "The godless betrayer, shutting his mind to all these things [offerings of God's Mercy], turned upon himself, not with a mind to repent, but in the madness of self-destruction; so that this man who had sold the Author of Life to the executioners of His death, even in the act of dying sinned unto the increase of his own eternal punishment."

At Tuesday's press briefing, Abp. Paglia also disagreed with the opinion that a priest should not be in the room at a person's assisted suicide, saying that being present "to hold the hand of someone who is dying" by assisted suicide "is something that every faithful must promote ..." 

He did, however, condemn assisted suicide, calling it a "defeat" for the rest of society, adding "We can never transform it into a 'wise decision.'"
In 2016, Canadian Abp. Terrence Prendergast explained that a person who chooses suicide doesn't have the proper disposition needed to receive the last rites:

Asking to be killed is gravely disordered and is a rejection of the hope that the rite calls for and tries to bring into the situation. … But we cannot be forgiven pre-emptively for something we are going to do — like ask for assisted suicide when suicide is a grave sin.
He did, however, encourage priests to be present so they can pray for the person that he may "turn away from it."
The bishops of the province of Alberta released a joint statement condemning the participation of any Catholic in assisted suicide, calling it "morally wrong. … [N]o Catholic may advocate for, or participate in any way, whether by act or omission, in the intentional killing of another human being either by assisted suicide or euthanasia."

According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, the last rites are administered to those in danger of death from sickness or old age, as well as those on the point of death. A necessary part of the reception of the sacrament — which includes anointing with holy oil, confession and the reception of the Holy Eucharist — is true contrition for sins.
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