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“Not to oppose error is to approve it, and not to defend the truth is to suppress it” – Pope St. Felix III

NOTE: In this report I may occasionally use bold print, italics, CAPS, or word underlining for emphasis. These will be my personal emphasis and not that of the source that I am quoting. Any footnote preceded by a number in (parenthesis) is my personal library numbering system.

Q: How many judgments do we experience after death? It is my understanding that we see Jesus as soon as we die, even if we first go to purgatory. Is this correct? -St. Gabriel’s Bible Study group members
A: “The Church calls Christ’s judgment of the soul immediately after death the Particular Judgment. This is the individual judgment that God renders for each and every soul. This judgment is to be distinguished from the General Judgment, which will occur at the end of the world when Christ separates the sheep from the goats. At the General Judgment, Christ will simply proclaim publicly each person’s Particular Judgment: those who were judged favorably will have their bodies resurrected to eternal life, and those who were judged evil will have theirs resurrected to eternal damnation. The sheer enormity of our many sins, both of commission and omission, should inspire in us a holy fear of God who will hold us accountable for each and every one of them.”

“The bishops insist that the sound doctrine of purgatory, which has been transmitted by the holy Fathers and the holy Councils, be believed by the faithful of Christ, be maintained, taught, and everywhere preached (taught by the Council of Trent in 1563).”
 
Purgatory is presented as doctrine in The Catechism of the Catholic Church as well as all other catechisms approved by Holy Church. WILLFUL DISOBEDIENCE TO CHURCH AUTHORITY CONSTITUTES GRAVE MATTER (mortal sin).”
  

 “From the beginning the Church has honored the memory of the dead and offered prayers in suffrage for them, above all the Eucharistic sacrifice, so that, THUS PURIFIED they may (then) attain the beatific vision of God.”
 
“We don’t know where purgatory is (with certainty), the exact nature of the sufferings endured there, or how long it lasts. Nevertheless, Scripture and Tradition provide us many clues, as do the private revelations of many saints.”

“It is generally understood that there are two kinds of pain in purgatory: Pain of sense and pain of loss. THE PAIN OF LOSS CONSISTS OF BEING DETAINED FROM BEHOLDING THE FACE OF GOD, the very end for which God created the soul. When the soul is freed of the body, it seeks God alone. Thus, being deprived of its only desire – God – during its detention in purgatory produces tremendous spiritual torments for the soul, from which it will not be released until it has ‘paid the last penny’.
 
“Amen I say to thee, thou shalt not go out from thence till thou repay the last farthing.”

“As we alluded to, the great minds of the Church agree that the least pain in purgatory surpasses the greatest pain of earthly life.”
 
Since the soul desires God alone and with the most intense desire, it follows that this pain of loss is worse than anything the soul could experience while on earth. The fathers and doctors of the Church agree that THIS PAIN OF LOSS OF THE VISION OF GOD IS THE GREATEST PAIN IN PURGATORY.”
 
“Purgatory deserves to be feared. It is, in all truth, the workshop of infinite justice. Divine severity and rigor are exercised there with an intensity that, to us on earth, is unknown. Stern Doctors of the Church assure us that all the cruelties practiced on the martyrs by their executioners, and all the sufferings and afflictions heaped upon men since the beginning of time, cannot be compared to the lightest penalty in that place of atonement.”
 
“Dominican friar and bishop St. Antoninus records the story of a sick man who was given a choice by his guardian angel either to die immediately and spend three days in purgatory, or to bear his illness for one more year and then go directly to heaven. The man chose purgatory. After ONE HOUR, his angel visited him in purgatory. The man complained to his angel that he had agreed to three days only but had been suffering in the purgatorial flames for several years. When the angel informed him that he had been in purgatory for only one hour, the surprised soul begged his angel to bring him back to earth where he would be willing to suffer as long as God willed.”
 If we were seeing Jesus throughout our time in purgatory, we would not have this loss but would receive great comfort.

I used a couple of quotations not directly related to the questions as they caught my attention while researching. Should anyone need further information about purgatory, please ask. 

This report prepared on October 24, 2018 by Ronald Smith, 11701 Maplewood Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024-8482, E-mail: hfministry@roadrunner.com.  Readers may copy and distribute this report as desired to anyone as long as the content is not altered and it is copied in its entirety. In this little ministry I do free Catholic and occult related research and answer your questions. Questions are answered in this format with detailed footnotes on all quotes. If you would like to be on my list to get a copy of all Q&A’s I do, please send me a note. If you have a question(s), please submit it to this land mail or e-mail address. Answers are usually forthcoming within one week. Please notify me of any errors you may observe! If you do not have e-mail, I will mail a hard copy to your land mail address.

† Let us recover by penance what we have lost by sin †
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