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Archbishop officially disassociates Holy Rosary Academy as official Catholic school
https://mustreadalaska.com/archbishop-officially-disassociates-holy-rosary-academy-as-official-catholic-school/                 
Suzanne Downing, Alaska, October 27, 2021 
On Oct. 27, 2021, Holy Rosary Academy, one of the most academically successful private schools in Alaska, has been separated from the Catholic Church by the top Catholic in the state, the Archbishop of Anchorage-Juneau
In a letter to the school, Archbishop Andrew Bellisario wrote that the school had not met his nine mandates, which included provisions involving curriculum and health mandates. Some Catholics reached out to Must Read Alaska and said the mandates included a mask mandate for students. The crackdown from the archbishop started several months ago and the school and his office have been negotiating since.

Bellisario’s Tuesday letter was a followup from last week’s ultimatum. In it, he acknowledged he had heard form Catholics wanting him to reconsider.

“I understand the concerns and frustration with this situation and I share in their disappointment. It does worry me that some children and parents feel they are being abandoned by their Archdiocese. It is important for me to express that I have always kept the care, education and safety of the children and all Catholics of the Archdiocese in the forefront of my decision,” he wrote. “As your Archbishop, I am ultimately responsible for every Catholic institution in the Archdiocese of Anchorage-Juneau, including any privately owned and operated Catholic school. I have insisted that the members of the Board of Trustees accept the minimum standards that I specified in order to fulﬁll my obligation under Church law to protect all of the people of God in this Archdiocese, including those served by Holy Rosary Academy. In any diocese, it is the bishop who has the authority to determine whether a school is a Catholic school,” he wrote.

“I respect the right of the members of the Board of Trustees to make decisions for Holy Rosary Academy. The Board of Trustees cannot expect the privileges of a Catholic school without accepting the obligations of this recognition. I have clearly explained what is necessary to grant Catholic recognition to Holy Rosary Academy in the new Archdiocese of Anchorage-Juneau. I want to do so, but it is impossible for me to grant recognition without acceptance of the minimum standards that I speciﬁed,” Bellisario wrote.

“Regrettably, as of today, October 26, 2021, I do not recognize Holy Rosary Academy as a Catholic school. Holy Rosary Academy does not have the obligations or privileges of a Catholic school in the Archdiocese of Anchorage-Juneau. The students. parents. families, staff and supporters of Holy Rosary Academy will always be welcome to celebrate Mass and receive the sacraments in their own parishes. If, at any time, the members of the Board of Trustees decide to agree to accept and adhere to the minimum standards of a Catholic school as I have specified.
They are welcome to request recognition of Holy Rosary Academy as a Catholic school in the Archdiocese of Anchorage-Juneau,” the he wrote.

The school board of trustees and headmaster sent a note to parents on Wednesday morning, acknowledging the decision.

“We have prayed fervently, offered Masses, adored Our Lord for hours on end seeking guidance and a peaceful resolution to this situation, and we have our answer. We must trust in His will and go forth confident in the work we are doing here at the School, a vibrant and beautiful place of classical learning, Catholic faith, and true joy. With record enrollment, strong fundraising, an amazing faculty, and outstanding recognition for HRA this year, a bright future lies ahead for our students, families, and staff,” the school wrote to the Holy Rosary community. The school has an enrollment of about 150 students, 39 percent of whom are racial minorities. 14% of students are of Asian or Pacific Islander, or of Hawaiian heritage, and 10% are Hispanic.

Starting Wednesday, Holy Rosary Academy will be known as a “Classical School in the Catholic Tradition,” but not a church-controlled Catholic school.

“This will have no impact on our desire to form saints and students ready for a life well-lived,” the board wrote. “We will continue to offer our school as a model for living by the laws of our Creator as we depend on the Trinity, Our Blessed Mother, and the angels and saints to guide us in our efforts to lead others to sanctity. Our classrooms will remain filled with the wisdom of the ages, our hearts will remain open to Truth, Beauty and Goodness. In conversation with the Church fathers, our souls will still reach towards heaven and the open arms of our Christ and His Father,” the board wrote to parents.

Alaska archbishop revokes recognition of Catholic school
https://www.catholicculture.org/news/headlines/index.cfm?storyid=52745                 

Michelle McDaniel, October 29, 2021 

CWN Editor's Note: Archbishop Andrew Bellisario of Anchorage-Juneau has revoked Church recognition of Holy Rosary Academy, a non-diocesan school in the Catholic tradition, and one of the state’s most academically successful private schools. In an April letter, Archbishop Bellisario said that to retain its Catholic status, the school would need to accept his authority to approve the school’s curriculum, as well as to appoint and fire religion teachers. The school issued a response to the prelate’s decision.
Prelate targets school
Catholic school deprived of 'Catholic' status
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/prelate-targets-school                 

Trey Blanton, October 30, 2021 

Video transcript

The dioceses of Anchorage and Juneau, Alaska, were joined together in 2021 to form the archdiocese of Anchorage-Juneau. Archbishop Andrew Bellisario wasted little time in targeting authentic Catholics in his new archdiocese. In tonight's In-Depth Report, Church Militant's Trey Blanton reveals the school standing up for tradition.
On Tuesday, Archbishop Bellisario made the decision to remove the status of Holy Rosary Academy as a Catholic institution, halting the celebration of sacraments there. Bellisario notes the school's board of trustees did not meet his "minimum standards" necessary to be recognized as Catholic.

In a letter to parents, the school says some of the stipulations Holy Rosary must abide by are handing over full control of the curriculum to the archdiocese, as well as letting the archdiocese decide who the school can hire and which guests can speak on campus.

Mark Newcomb, headmaster for Holy Rosary: 

Holy Rosary Academy was named the top private high school in Alaska earlier this year. We've achieved that distinction using this classical and Catholic curriculum and no other, right? So we've got a great deal of success to show for this model, and the idea here is we want to preserve that.

Holy Rosary consulted with canon lawyers, who determined the bishop's stipulations are beyond the scope of his power under canon law. Parents hosted a prayer rally outside Our Lady of Guadalupe Cathedral on Oct. 22, but the bishop was not moved by the participants' deeply held faith.

Sam Wolfe, chairman of the board of trustees: "They prayerfully and quietly prayed the holy decades of the Rosary, and there hasn't been any response from the archdiocese or the chancery or anyone on that end. And, so, it ended peacefully with benediction back at our chapel."

Joel Davidson, editor of Alaska Watchman, reported an anonymous parent asked, "Who stoops to weaponize the sacraments?" Davidson followed up, noting, "Self-proclaimed Catholic politicians across the nation openly flaunt [sic] Church teaching by promoting abortion yet still receive Communion at Mass."

Newcomb comments:

There are lots of private schools, Catholic schools, that do not have the Catholic designation but are allowed to have the sacraments on campus and have a chapel, and so that part of this does seem to be added on to. It's certainly his prerogative; he could simply leave the sacraments, regardless of the designation.

Bellisario's decision to weaponize the Eucharist against Holy Rosary stands in stark contrast to his participation in a May 13 letter saying pro-abort politicians should not be refused Communion.

The academy's accreditation status is unchanged by the bishop's decree, and Holy Rosary remains a leading institution in traditional Catholic education.

Wolfe: "We're feeling incredibly blessed. We've heard, all across the nation, support."

Newcomb: "We'll continue to be a place that combines deep Catholic formation, genuine joy and a love for the classics. That's not going to change."

Nowadays, the surest way to prove you're a faithful follower of Christ is by running afoul of bishops complicit in abortion.

Holy Rosary Academy is dismayed by the bishop's decision to remove their status as Catholic but will remain obedient and persevere in the Faith.
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