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Father Rosica on Islam: 180º from reality
https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/father-rosica-on-islam-180-from-reality
By Phil Lawler, November 25, 2015
"'Allahu akbar' was never a call to violence & destruction."
That astonishing quote comes from the Father Thomas Rosica,* the English-language attaché of the Vatican press office, in response to the terrorist attacks in Paris.

What is “astonishing” about the statement? Simply that it is so clearly wrong, so blatantly at odds with the facts. Does Father Rosica expect his readers to forget the many times in recent years when we have heard those words, ”Allahu akbar,” invoked precisely as a celebration of violence and destruction?

Father Rosica’s statement is obviously false. And he knows it’s false, because in the blog post from which it is taken, he goes on to talk about the proper response to Islamic extremism. “Muslim leaders and moderate Muslims need to condemn acts of violence and terror,” he says, and on that we can all agree.

The danger confronting our world is Islamic terrorism. It obfuscates the issue to speak of terrorism in generic terms, as the Obama White House does. It muddies the waters to remark, in the context of the deaths in Paris, that all religious faiths have been tainted by violence. (Are you worried about Presbyterian terrorists?) Nor is it helpful to observe that most Muslims are peaceful. Of course the terrorists are a minority, but they are a very dangerous minority, and we cannot ignore their appeal. Why are so many Muslims tempted toward violence?

Even before asking that question, let alone resolving the answer, some people—like Father Rosica, like President Obama—seem determined to believe (or to pretend) that there is no link between Islam and terror. Is it a coincidence, then, that so many terrorists have recruited their troops from the ranks of Islamic zealots (perhaps the same sort of coincidence as the 80 consecutive years of bad weather that resulted in disappointing harvests in Russia under Communism)?

Apparently many people in the West are loath to link Islam with terrorists for fear of offending moderate Muslims. But any peace-loving Muslims should be as worried as we are by the prospect of Islamic terrorism—more worried, indeed, because their faith is being abused and disgraced. Responsible Muslim leaders should be anxious to join in any effort to root out the problem.

The reality is 180º removed from Father Rosica’s statement. “Allahu akbar” has become a call to violence and destruction. That’s a very large problem for the West, but it’s also a problem for moderate Islam. If some Muslims deny the problem—if they take offense when the problem is mentioned—then they’re part of the problem.

Reprinted with permission from Catholic Culture. 
Note: Fr. Thomas Rosica CSB, CEO of Salt and Light Catholic Media Foundation, and attaché at the Holy See Press Office in the Vatican is a liberal -Michael
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1. "Salt and Light Catholic Media Foundation" should be wary of employing/using such Fr. Thomas Rosica, (of the Catholic Revival in the Church of England) in their organisation! I would urge Fr Rosica to refer to http://www.thereligionofpea... to supplement his understanding of Islam. Fr Rosica you are leading readers astray by stating that the Islamic god and The Triune God are one and the same. They are not. Heaven help those reading his blog as an 'attaché of the Vatican!

2. We should be insulted that spokesmen for Christianity, especially Catholicism, like Fr. Rosica are spewing misinformation about Mohammedanism to the four winds. Beyond that, why is the pope interested in using the voice of such a duplicitous individual at the Vatican? If he misstates the facts about one religion, isn't he just as capable of misstating those concerning another, namely his own?

3. The Vatican and Pope Francis are crossing the line by deceiving Catholics concerning Islam. Muslims don't give a damn about what Pope Francis says because he has no authority to lecture them about Islam. The point is the Pope and Rosica's statements about Islam are addressed to Catholics. Catholics are dumbed down and misinformed by their own Pope and Church. Political correctness and appeasing Islam at the expense of truth. It's a shame.

4. Islam is an ideology completely at odds with our culture. Their meaning of the word "peace" is the complete surrender of all people to the dictates of Islam, not "peace" as understood by the non-Islamic world meaning a refrain from all violence.
The "Powers that Be" want the complete destruction of Christianity, the European peoples, the traditional family of Mum, Dad and many children, the total breakdown of all morals especially sexual in our society. 
A very corrupt Mainstream Media that promotes lies and evil and moral corruption through papers, books, magazines, television, radio, pop music and filthy Hollywood movies is the weapon of propaganda these powerful unholy destroyers of nations to promote wrong thinking and vilify those who stand up against this vile Cultural Marxism that is destroying our Western civilisation.

5. Fr. Rosica is preaching dhimmitude...
He should contrast the story of the Good Samaritan found in the New Testament (Gospel of Luke) with the Verse of the Sword found in Sura 9 verse 5 in the Koran. One is call is a call to mercy but the Koranic verse is a call to violence and jihad, justified by the call of Allahu akbar...! No other way.
http://www.jihadwatch.org/2...
6. Islam is no religion, it is instead a political ideology that has polluted the world for a thousand years. It has instead spread its poison, waxing and waning since its founding. It seeks conquest and domination of the world in its false "scripture", the Koran. All Moslems are bound to obey the Koran and to follow its dictates. There are only two kinds of moslems, those who obey the Koran to the letter and those who do not who are considered no better than infidels and who may be killed freely. Islam is the deadly enemy of Christianity, and seeks its total destruction. Earlier Popes recognised this and declared crusades against it. Not a bad idea for our times. Accommodation with Islam is not possible and it should be eradicated from the earth, like the plague that it is.

7. If Fr. Rosica wasn't such an embarrassment he'd simply be a joke. Pains me as a Catholic to have to say that, but I do have to say it. Political correctness is no longer an option, and priests must earn our respect, they can no longer just presume they are entitled to it. It's no longer "Pay, pray and obey!" Fr. Rosica needs to be reminded he was merely ordained, not canonized.

8. Fr. R has imposed his distorted views on everything. Some spirit other than the Holy Spirit is at work in his speech. It is scandalous that he works for communications in the Vatican. If one hears his nonsense that man can then turn to Jesus for truth.

*The offending article that was condemned:
“Allahu akbar” was never a call to violence and destruction

http://saltandlighttv.org/blogfeed/getpost.php?id=66779
By Fr. Thomas Rosica, November 15, 2015
The tragic, violent events of the past days in Beirut and Paris, as well as the recent downing of a Russian plane fill us all with rage, horror and fear and cause many of us to ask: 'Is there still space for dialogue with Muslims?'. The answer is: yes, now more than ever.
When I returned to Canada in 1994 after having spent the final four years of my graduate studies in Sacred Scripture in Jerusalem, I was certain of one thing: Islam was becoming a growing, global concern and a great pastoral challenge for the Catholic church. Not many people believed me when I shared this with them! Though my biblical studies were at the French Dominican-run Ecole Biblique de Jérusalem and at the Hebrew University on Mount Scopus, I lived in the Muslim Quarter of Jerusalem's Old City. Many of my neighbors and friends were Muslims. I learned Arabic, studied the Koran, and delighted in the Middle Eastern hospitality that the Palestinian people offered so graciously.

In my visits and lecturing in the neighboring Arab lands of Palestine, Jordan, the Sinai and Egypt, I was very struck by the image of believers in Allah who, without caring about time or place, fell to their knees in prayer several times each day. I did not see such scenes in the great Christian cathedrals of Europe, which in many cases had become museums for throngs of paying tourists. I learned that Islam has a total organization of life that is completely different from the Catholic one: Islam embraces everything. The Muslim call to prayer: “Allahu akbar” was never meant to be a call to kill, destroy, maim and cause untold havoc and terror.

Those years in the Holy Lands for me included the first Palestinian Intifada and the first Persian Gulf War. I prayed with my Jewish friends at weekly Shabbat services and High Holy Days at the Hebrew Union College and heard vivid stories of poverty, injustice, and anger from my Palestinian friends. I experienced Ramadan with my neighbors, broke the fast with them, heard about "jihad," the reality of suicide bombers, the growing phenomenon of false martyrdom, and witnessed the tremendous power that Muslim clerics had over their congregations. Some of this was very frightening to discover and witness.

The recent horrific events in Beirut and Paris, as well as the Russian plane tragedy, and the fallout thereafter have brought back the memories of my Middle Eastern experiences. As a believer in the One God, a Catholic priest, educator and one working in international media, I am convinced now more than ever that dialogue between our religions must combine both an awareness of what we have in common and what profoundly distinguishes our traditions. Islam is not a uniform religion. In fact, there is no single authority for all Muslims, and for this reason dialogue with Islam is always dialogue with various groups. No one can speak for Islam as a whole; it has no commonly regarded orthodoxy. This is not a strength. Muslims believe that the Koran comes directly from God. This makes it difficult for the Koran to be subjected to the same sort of critical analysis and reflection that has taken place among Christians and Jews over the Bible and the New Testament.
There is a noble Islam, embodied, for example, by the Kings of Morocco and Jordan, and there is also the extremist, terrorist Islam, which we must not identify with Islam as a whole; this would be a grave injustice. ISIS is not Islam. ISIS and any form of terrorism in the name of God is an aberration of religion. ISIS’ manipulation and distortion of the massive refugee crisis to infiltrate terrorists into other countries is criminal and evil. 
ISIS’ reign of terror, immobilizing peoples to act and filling them with fear is evil. We must distinguish between true religion and the twisted religion used to justify hatred and violence. True religion leads people to healing and peace and desires to make the world a better place. True religion respects the sacredness and dignity of the human person. True religion invites people to respond to crises with mercy, charity and hospitality.

In August 2005, after meeting with Jews at a synagogue in Cologne, Germany, during the Cologne World Youth Day, Pope-emeritus Benedict XVI met with representatives of some Muslim communities. His prophetic words then are important for the world to hear today:

“I am certain that I echo your own thoughts when I bring up one of our concerns as we notice the spread of terrorism. I know that many of you have firmly rejected, also publicly, in particular any connection between your faith and terrorism and have condemned it. I am grateful to you for this, for it contributes to the climate of trust that we need.

Terrorist activity is continually recurring in various parts of the world, plunging people into grief and despair. Those who instigate and plan these attacks evidently wish to poison our relations and destroy trust, making use of all means, including religion, to oppose every attempt to build a peaceful and serene life together.
Thanks be to God, we agree on the fact that terrorism of any kind is a perverse and cruel choice which shows contempt for the sacred right to life and undermines the very foundations of all civil coexistence.

If together we can succeed in eliminating from hearts any trace of rancour, in resisting every form of intolerance and in opposing every manifestation of violence, we will turn back the wave of cruel fanaticism that endangers the lives of so many people and hinders progress towards world peace.

…The task is difficult but not impossible. The believer - and all of us, as Christians and Muslims, are believers - knows that, despite his weakness, he can count on the spiritual power of prayer.

Dear friends, I am profoundly convinced that we must not yield to the negative pressures in our midst, but must affirm the values of mutual respect, solidarity and peace. The life of every human being is sacred, both for Christians and for Muslims. There is plenty of scope for us to act together in the service of fundamental moral values.

…The lessons of the past must help us to avoid repeating the same mistakes. We must seek paths of reconciliation and learn to live with respect for each other's identity. The defence of religious freedom, in this sense, is a permanent imperative, and respect for minorities is a clear sign of true civilization. In this regard, it is always right to recall what the Fathers of the Second Vatican Council said about relations with Muslims.

"The Church looks upon Muslims with respect. They worship the one God living and subsistent, merciful and almighty, creator of heaven and earth, who has spoken to humanity and to whose decrees, even the hidden ones, they seek to submit themselves whole-heartedly, just as Abraham, to whom the Islamic faith readily relates itself, submitted to God.... Although considerable dissensions and enmities between Christians and Muslims may have arisen in the course of the centuries, the Council urges all parties that, forgetting past things, they train themselves towards sincere mutual understanding and together maintain and promote social justice and moral values as well as peace and freedom for all people" (Declaration Nostra Aetate, n. 3).”

What we are witnessing today are extremists who try to monopolize the religious leadership, whether it is Christians, Jews or Muslims. To kill in the name of religion is not only an offence to God, but it is also a defeat for humanity. No situation can justify such criminal activity, which covers the perpetrators with infamy, and it is all the more deplorable when it hides behind religion, thereby bringing the pure truth of God down to the level of the terrorists’ own blindness and moral perversion.

Uniting our voice to that of Pope Francis, we say: 'any violence which seeks religious justification warrants the strongest condemnation because the Omnipotent is the God of life and peace. The world expects those who claim to adore God to be men and women of peace who are capable of living as brothers and sisters, regardless of ethnic, religious, cultural or ideological differences' (Ankara, 28 November 2014)”.

What is the role of religious leadership in this crisis? It must show an equal sense for the dignity of every human being as a child of God, in order to give each one his part in the land of God. Exclusiveness or one-sidedness will harm both sides; it will harm the process of peace, the land itself and the church's vocation as bearer of salvation for humankind. Authentic religious leadership has to deal with religious extremism, wherever it is and from whomever it comes. Muslim leaders and moderate Muslims need to condemn acts of violence and terror.
The three communities of Abrahamic faith – Muslims, Christians and Jews -– are witnessing among some adherents the exploitation and manipulation of religion, fostering fanaticism with crude idols shaped by what is evil in ourselves. Jews, Christians and Muslims today venerate Abraham as their common "father of faith" in the one God who blesses all the peoples of the Earth. God does not permit his love for one people to become an injustice to other people. Believers who demand justice, respect and equality for themselves, in the name of God should demand the same for their neighbors.

In the wake of the deadly terror attacks in Paris on Friday, in which at least 129 people were killed, and hundreds more seriously wounded, the Director of the Press Office of the Holy See, Fr. Federico Lombardi, SJ, told Vatican Radio that the upcoming Holy Year is a message of mercy to drive out fear.

“In these sad days, in which murderous violence has reared its insane, horrible head, many wonder how to respond. Some people are already asking how to live the experience of these last days of waiting before the opening of the Jubilee [of Mercy]. Be on guard: these murderers, possessed by a senseless hatred, are called ‘terrorists’ precisely because they want to spread terror. If we let ourselves be frightened, they will have already reached their first objective. This, then, is one more reason to resist with determination and courage the temptation to fear. …A message of mercy, that love of God which leads to mutual love and reconciliation. This is precisely the answer we must give in times of temptation to mistrust.”

In today's world where God is tragically forgotten, Christians and Muslims are called in one spirit of love to defend and always promote human dignity, moral values and freedom. Our common pilgrimage to eternity must be expressed in prayer, fasting and charity, but also in joint efforts for the condemnation or terrorism and violence in the name of God, for peace and justice, for human advancement and the protection of the environment.

An underlying problem in dealing with Islamic nations is the lack of separation between religion and the state. Part of the dialogue with Islamic religious and political authorities should be aimed at helping to develop such a separation. By walking together on the path of reconciliation and renouncing in humble submission to the divine will any form of violence as a means of resolving differences, these two great world religions will be able to offer a sign of hope, radiating in the world the wisdom and mercy of that one God who created and governs the human family.

Fr. Thomas Rosica, CSB 

English language attaché, Holy See Press Office 

CEO, Salt and Light Catholic Media Foundation

The real meaning of “Allahu Akbar”

https://www.jihadwatch.org/2011/01/the-real-meaning-of-allahu-akbar
https://www.investors.com/NewsAndAnalysis/Article/558932/201101051906/The-Meaning-Of-Allah-Akbar.htm 

By Robert Spencer, January 11, 2011

A swift takedown of the lies of the ridiculous dhimmi Zogby. “The Meaning of ‘Allah Akbar!'” from Investor’s Business Daily, January 5 (thanks to all who sent this in):
Political Correctness: “Allah Akbar!” cheered Egyptian Muslims while trampling the remains of dozens of Christians eviscerated in last Friday’s suicide bombing. Yet we’re assured that the phrase has nothing to do with Islam.

Video taken at the gruesome scene outside a church in Alexandria, Egypt, clearly shows local rubberneckers whooping it up as they shout “Allah Akbar!” — Arabic for “Allah is greatest!” We heard the same celebratory chant from Palestinians and other Muslims around the world as the Twin Towers burned.

The list of Islamic terrorists heard shouting the phrase before launching attacks is long. The 9/11 hijackers themselves screamed “Allah Akbar!” before crashing their planes. More recently, Army Maj. Nidal Malik Hasan was heard crying “Allah Akbar!” before massacring 13 fellow soldiers at Fort Hood.

Never mind all that, say apologists intent on separating Islam from terror. The expression is benign, they insist.

“The guy who gets up on the plane and says ‘Allah!’ or whatever and then blows the plane up is not making a statement about his faith,” American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee head James Zogby said last year, speaking to congressional staffers.

Zogby says it’s more an expression of frustration, like Christians blurting out their Savior’s name after accidently hammering their thumb. “Somebody says ‘Jesus Christ!’ they’re not making a statement of faith,” he explained. “They’re saying, I’m really mad right now.”

The comparison is absurd.

Muslims say “Allah is greatest” to exalt their God. When Christians mutter “Jesus Christ,” they in contrast are taking their Lord’s name in vain. There’s no corresponding “Jesus Christ is greatest!”

Zogby wins the prize for post-9/11 fig-leafing. He made his remarks in August as a panelist at a little-known Hill forum on the “image of Muslims in America,” sponsored by the Congressional Muslim Staff Association, or CMSA. A transcript of the event shows attendees clearly upset over polls showing growing numbers of Americans holding negative views about Islam.

Other panelists included Salam al-Marayati, who was kicked off an anti-terror panel in 1999 by then-House Majority Leader Richard Gephardt for his inflammatory rhetoric. He now watches what he says.

He and other “moderate” Muslim panelists said Americans have it all wrong, that they’ve been fed “misinformation.” They maintained that Islam is “tolerant,” that “democracy is at the heart of Islam,” and that women who wear the Islamic headscarf are “liberated.” They also claimed that the Ground Zero mosque is “actually intended to develop interfaith understanding.”

Who’s misinforming whom?
The true meaning of “Allahu Akbar”

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/ameerah-altaweel/the-true-meaning-of-allahu-akbar_b_9244372.html
By Princess Ameerah Al-Taweel, January 16, 2017

The phrase “Allahu Akbar” is commonly used by Muslims to remind themselves of God’s vastness and power. It literally means “God is greater” or “God is the greatest.” Throughout their day and in prayer especially, Muslims use this term to remind themselves that God is greater than the beauty and ugliness of this world.
Unfortunately, some Muslim extremists employ this phrase before performing acts of terror, leading many to associate “Allahu Akbar” with violence and destruction. This video poem, however, explains the phrase’s true meaning for the vast majority of Islam’s 1.6 billion followers, and how they use it in their daily lives.
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https://youtu.be/OWU1Xs4ZLqU 02:30
What does “Allahu Akbar” mean and why do terrorists shout it?
https://www.express.co.uk/news/world/703390/allahu-akbar-what-does-it-mean-why-terrorists-muslim-arabic
By Reiss Smith, February 3, 2017

Paris officials have said that a man wearing a backpack and “armed with a machete” ran towards soldiers near the Louvre.
Michel Cadot, the Paris police prefect, said that he “shouted threats and ‘Allahu Akbar’” as he lunged.

The man wounded one soldier, forcing another troop to open fire. The attacker is said to have taken a bullet to the stomach but is still alive.

Mr. Cadot has said that the man was not carrying any explosives and assured citizens that there is “no [further] threat".

What does “Allahu Akbar” mean?
“Allahu Akbar” is an Arabic phrase meaning “God is greater”. It is commonly used by Muslims as a peaceful reminder of their commitment to their religion.

The phrase is traditionally used in Islamic prayers and broadcasted from mosques as a call to prayer.

Muslims also repeat it in unison to show approval to a speaker, in the same way that Christians use “amen”.

Dr. Hesham Hassaballa said: “Allahu Akbar is more than just a phrase, it is a way of life.

“It means that God is greater than anything else on Earth – whether it be a vicious tyrant shooting and killing his own people or from one’s own evil whims and temptations.”

Several Muslim countries feature the phrase on their national flags, including Iraq, Iran and Afghanistan.

Why do terrorists say “Allahu Akbar”?
Many Islamist extremists have co-opted “Allahu Akbar” as a war cry. There are reports of many jihadis uttering the phrase before killing. 

These extremists – including those fighting for ISIS – claim to commit atrocities in the name of Islam, although the vast majority of Muslims condemn their actions. 

The phrase was first linked with terror in the wake of 9/11. A document found in the luggage of one of the hijackers said: “Shout 'Allahu Akbar' because this strikes fear in the hearts of the non-believers.”

Why do they shout “Allahu Akbar”?
https://www.firstthings.com/blogs/firstthoughts/2016/09/why-do-they-shout-allahu-akbar 
By Ayman S. Ibrahim, September 20, 2016

On Saturday, September 17, Dahir A. Adan, an Islamic State “solider,” according to an ISIS media outlet, stabbed nine people in a Minnesota mall. Adan shouted “Allahu Akbar” and “asked at least one person if they were Muslim before he attacked.” In June, ISIS supporter Omar Mateen shouted “Allah Akbar” during his shooting spree in Orlando, which left at least forty-nine people dead and many more injured.
Not only in the US, but also in Europe: On September 9 in southwestern Serbia, a man wounded police officers as he yelled “Allahu Akbar.” One month previous, on August 6, another man yelling the same phrase wounded two Belgian police in machete attack. This same Islamic phrase is repeated in a video during the Charlie Hebdo attack in Paris in 2015. Even in Australia, earlier this month Ihsas Khan stabbed a stranger as he shouted “Allah Akbar.”

Prior to the horrific terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, the terrorists were instructed: “Shout, ‘Allahu Akbar,’ because this strikes fear in the hearts of the non-believers.”

The incidents are numerous, and the phrase is one: “Allahu Akbar.” What does it really mean? Why is it so significant for those executing these attacks?
In Arabic, “Allahu Akbar” means “Allah is greater” or “Allah is the greatest.” The phrase reflects, for those who use it, that Allah is the greatest above all. He is the only true deity and no one else. Chanting “Allahu Akbar” is called an act of Takbīr, which indicates a proclamation of the belief in the supremacy of the deity.

In their ritual prayer, devout Muslims repeat the phrase four times. It is actually used in many different contexts, not only in attacks. In celebration or rejoicing, in lifting a heavy weight or walking up a flight of stairs, in experiencing a severe catastrophe or expressing frustration, and in many other incidents, a Muslim will say: “Allahu Akbar.” The phrase, in everyday life, reflects not only praise and worship to Allah, but also an acknowledgement of his power and affirming human submission to him as the Almighty One who has predestined everything.

In attacking others, yelling “Allahu Akbar” affirms that this act is being done for the sake of Allah, in submission to his commands, and for him to be glorified. This is to ensure that the act is being done for a pious religious cause, to which the divine reward of eternal paradise is expected (see, e.g., Qur’an 9:72; 16:41; and 29:45).

Applying “Allahu Akbar” before attacking has its roots in sacred Muslim texts, precisely in Muhammad’s Biography. The Muslim Prophet initiated a raid against the Jews living in Khaybar (a neighboring oasis ninety miles near his stronghold city Medina). To launch the attack, the Prophet proclaimed: “Allahu Akbar, Khaybar is destroyed,” prophesying the victory of the Muslims in taking the land and the hegemony of Islam.

For any devout believer, the utmost desire is to apply the Qur’an and to imitate Muhammad. When some apply the sacred texts in a literal manner, attacks such as these take place. Using the phrase “Allahu Akbar” is a proclamation for the attackers themselves: We are seeking Allah, and following his will, walking in the footsteps of our pious messenger.

While the phrase in its literary form in Arabic could reflect a good meaning, it turns out in the hands of religious zealous to be a lethal weapon used against innocents.

Ayman S. Ibrahim is postdoctoral fellow of Middle Eastern history at Haifa University and assistant professor of Islamic studies and senior fellow for the Jenkins Center for the Christian Understanding of Islam, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.
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"Allahu Akbar" means "Allah is greater [than my enemy]" whom the devotee is about to kill in the name of his all-powerful deity.
The choice for the West: help root out Muslim extremism, or face a worldwide confrontation with Islam
https://www.catholicculture.org/commentary/the-city-gates.cfm?id=1188
By Phil Lawler, November 24, 2015
When gunmen charged into a hotel in Bamako, Mali, last week, they were shouting “Allahu Akbar”. It’s probably safe to conclude that they were not familiar with the writings of Father Thomas Rosica.
But that’s not why they stormed the hotel. The gunmen—who left 22 people dead—evidently believed that they were serving the cause of Islam. 

You can argue—as many prominent people have argued—that terrorism is a perversion of true Islam. But you cannot deny that Islamic terrorism is a major worldwide threat, and that Islam and terrorism have been all too closely associated. To counter the threat we must do one of two things. If the penchant for brutal violence is a sort of virus that has infected Islam, we must eliminate the infection. If violence is in inherent aspect of the faith, we must defeat Islam.

Which is it? At Regensburg, Pope Benedict gently suggested that we should discuss (among other things) whether Islam will accept the rule of reason. The reaction to that suggestion was, to put it mildly, discouraging. As Robert Reilly explained in The Closing of the Islamic Mind, there was a time when Muslim scholars could argue rationally about the interpretation of the Qu’ran. But that time ended with the triumph of the Ash’arite school, which insisted that the teachings of Allah cannot be subjected to logical analysis by mere humans. The Ash’arites were ready to use force to silence what they considered the blasphemous suggestions of their intellectual opponents. So began the great divorce between faith and reason in the Islamic world. And so began the trend toward the use of violence to resolve disagreements.

Some prominent Islamic leaders today are prepared to denounce violence, and even to cooperate with the West in a campaign to root out extremist imams. They are wise to pursue that sort of alliance, because if the extremists continue to gain power and influence, the “moderate” Muslims will lose their positions and quite possibly their lives. The men with guns tend to win all the arguments.

It behooves the Western world, too, to ally with Islamic leaders who are committed to a peaceful exchange of ideas. Most Christian-Islamic dialogue today is based on a polite pretence: a deliberate choice to ignore the radical differences that make any real meeting of the minds impossible. As Robert Reilly has again demonstrated the only real hope for constructive cooperation is an alliance with those Muslims who accept the rule of reason. 

Are those potential partners in dialogue—the Muslim leaders who accept reason—representative of true Islam? That’s the question we must answer. Many Americans are now convinced that Islam is intrinsically prone to violence. Perhaps they are right; certainly Muslim extremism is widespread, and it is spreading at an accelerating rate. But if there is a form of Islam that will eschew violence—even if it is a form that has been submerged for centuries—making common cause with those Muslims is a far more attractive option than making war on the radicalized faith of one billion people.

Phil Lawler is founder of Catholic World News and news director and lead analyst at CatholicCulture.org. 
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