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By Sam Shamoun. All emphases are the author’s
The Claim 
The Quran makes itself out to be the revelation of Allah written in what is called the preserved tablet:

We verily, have made it a Qur'an in Arabic, that you may be able to understand (its meanings and its admonitions). And Verily, it (this Qur'an) is in the Mother of the Book (i.e. Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz), before Us, indeed Exalted, full of Wisdom. S. 43:3-4 Hilali-Khan 

Nay! This is a Glorious Qur'an, in Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz (The Preserved Tablet)! S. 85:21-22 Hilali-Khan

Here is how the Islamic expositors interpreted this passage: 

in a tablet suspended above the seventh heaven preserved read mahfūzin from all devils and from having any of its contents altered; it is as high as the distance between the earth and the heaven and as wide as the distance between the east and the west made of white pearls — as stated by Ibn ‘Abbās and his father ‘Abbās (Tafsir al-Jalalayn, Q. 85:22; bold and underline emphasis ours) 

Related to this fact is the belief that the Quran is uncreated by nature since it is Allah’s attribute of speech: 

“The Qur’an (Arabic: Reading or Recitation; often spelled Koran), the holy book of Islam, is regarded by believers as the true word of God revealed to the Prophet Muhammad. In its written form it is accepted as the earthly reproduction of an uncreated and eternal heavenly original, according to the general view referred to in the Qur’an itself as ‘the well-preserved tablet’ (al-lawh al-mahfu; Qur’an 85:22)…” (New Encyclopedia Britannica, Macropedia: Knowledge in Depth, Volume 22. [15th edition, 2007], pp. 5-6; bold emphasis ours) 

And since all of Allah’s attributes are eternal, having always existed as part of the essence of Allah, the Quran is supposed to therefore be an essential and intrinsic aspect of Allah’s very own uncreated being. Moreover, since it allegedly is the speech of Allah no Muslim can say that the Quran is something other than Allah.  

This is supposed to be the official, orthodox position of all of Sunni Islam as evidenced by the following Muslim creed: 

The Creed of al-Ash’ari is representative of the fully-developed creeds of later Islam:  

The substance of that on which the Followers of the True Way take their stand is the confession of God [Allah], His Angels, His Script [the Revealed Books], His Apostles [the Messengers sent by God], the Revelation of God and the Tradition [Sunnah] of the trustworthy related on the authority of God’s Apostle; none of these they reject.  

God is One, Single, Eternal. There is no other god. Muhammad is His Servant and Apostle.  

Paradise is a Fact; and Hell is a Fact. There is no doubt of the Coming Hour [the Day of Judgement]; and God will raise the Dead from their graves. God’s place is upon His Throne, as He has said.  

God has two Hands, as He has said – we do not question: in what sense? God has two Eyes, as He has said – we do not question: in what sense? God has a Face, as He has said.  

It is not to be said that God’s Names or Attributes are anything other than Himself. The Followers of the True Way confess that God has Knowledge as He has said. They assert the existence of His Hearing and His Sight.  

They believe that there is no good and no evil on earth except by the Will of God, and that all things are by the Will of God. They confess that there is no creator save God, and that God creates the works of men, and that they are incapable of creating anything.  

God gives True Believers Grace to be obedient to Him; He forsakes Unbelievers. He is well able to act for the salvation of Unbelievers; nevertheless He wills not so to act, nor so to grace them that they Believe. He rather wills them to be Unbelievers in accordance with His knowledge, forsaking and misguiding them and sealing up their hearts.  

Good and evil depend on the general and particular Decrees of God. The followers of the Way believe in His Decrees both general and particular, in His good and His evil, His sweet and His bitter.  

They believe that they are not their own masters for weal or for woe, save as God wills, for He has said so. Committing their affairs to God, they declare their dependence on Him in all circumstances, their need of Him at all times.  

They believe that the Koran is God’s Uncreated Eternal Word.  

They believe that God will be seen with sight on the Day of the Raising of the Dead; as the moon is seen on the night of her full shall the Believers see Him; but Unbelievers shall not see Him because they will be veiled from God.  

They do not brand any Muslim an Unbeliever for any grave sin he may commit, for fornication or theft or any such grave sin; but hold that such men are Believers inasmuch as they have Faith, grievous though their sins may be. Islam is the testifying that there is no God but God and that Muhammad is God’s Apostle, in accordance with Tradition; and Islam, they hold, is not the same thing as Faith [iman].  

They confess the Intercession of God’s Apostle, and believe that it is for the grave sins of his people and against the Punishment of the Tomb. They confess that the Pool [where the Prophet will meet his Companions in the afterlife] of the Hereafter is Fact, and the bridge [over which the dead will cross] is Fact, that God’s reckoning with men is Fact, and that the Standing in the Presence of God is Fact.  

They discountenance argument and disputation concerning Islam. They do not inquire: in what sense? or: Why? because such inquiry is Innovation in Islam. 

They believe that God does not command evil, but forbids it; that He commands good, and has no pleasure in evil, though He wills it.  

They acknowledge the Elders elect of God to be Companions of His Apostle as Fact; they cherish their virtues and eschew discrimination among them, giving priority to Abu Bakr, then ‘Umar, then ‘Uthman, then ‘Ali, and believing that they are the rightly guided Caliphs, the best of all men after the Prophet.  

They approve the Feast and the Friday Congregation and all gatherings for Prayer under the leadership of any Imam, be he pious or be he wicked. They believe in the precept of Holy War against polytheists. They approve Prayer for the welfare of all Imams of the Muslims and agree that they ought not to rebel against them with the sword, nor fight in any civil commotion. (The New Encyclopedia of Islam, edited by Cyril Glasse [Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc., Fourth edition 2013], Creed (Ar. ‘aqidah), pp. 125-126; bold and underline emphasis ours)

Here is where the problem lies for the Muslims. The Quran contains verses which are directly related to events in Muhammad’s life, such as his interactions with his wives, his followers, his enemies etc. Yet before we unpack the reason why this raises serious issues for the Muslim claim of the Quran being the uncreated speech of Allah, it is important that we first present specific examples from the Islamic scripture itself, which deal primarily with the circumstances that Muhammad found himself in, and some of the problems that he faced.

*

The Proof  
In this part we are going to present some of the many places in the Quran that speak directly to the needs and concerns of Muhammad. And instead of reinventing the wheel I have chosen to reproduce the excellent material produced by the late Christian pastor, author and apologist Dr. Labib Mikhail from his book, “Islam, Muhammad and the Quran.” We highly recommend this book for all serious students and apologists interested in learning about Islam and sharing the Gospel of the Lord Jesus with Muslims.  

The following excerpt from chapter 11 of his book, “Testing The Truthfulness Of The Quran,” can be read in its entirety over here. All capital and underline emphasis will be ours. 
Muhammad Used the Quran to Solve his Own Problems and to Satisfy His Own Desires  

It is clear from the following examples that Muhammad used the revelations of the Quran to solve his own problems and satisfy his carnal desires.  

1. Muhammad lusted after Zainab, his daughter-in-law, and desired to marry her, so a revelation came to him from his Allah saying: 

Then when Zaid [Muhammad's adopted son] had dissolved [his marriage] with her [with Zainab, his daughter-in-law] We joined her in marriage to thee (Surat Al-Ahzab 33:37). 

2. Aisha, the youngest of Muhammad's wives, conspired with his other wives against him because he had sex with Mary, the Coptic slave, in the bed of his wife Hafsa, daughter of Omar. Muhammad refused to share their beds for one month. Then the following revelation came to threaten them: 

When the Prophet disclosed a matter in confidence to one of his consorts, and she then divulged it [to another], and Allah made it known to him, he confirmed part thereof and passed over a part. Then when he told her thereof, she said, "Who told thee this?" He said, "He told me Who is the Knower, the Aware." If ye two turn in repentance to Allah, your hearts are indeed so inclined; but if ye back up each other against him, truly Allah is his Protector, and Gabriel, and [every] Righteous one among those who believe and furthermore, the angels will back [him] up. It may be, if he divorced you [all], that Allah will give him in exchange consorts better than you - who submit [their wills], who believe, who are devout; who turn to Allah in repentance, who worship [in humility], who fast - previously married or virgins (Surat Al-Tahrim 66:3-5). 

Muhammad's wives were scared. They repented. The revelation did what Muhammad wanted and he came back to them.  

3. Muhammad's wives asked his permission to adorn themselves, and wanted him to raise their allowance, so the following revelation came to threaten them: O Prophet! say to thy consorts: 

"If it be that ye desire the life of this world, and its glitter - then come! I will provide for your enjoyment and set you free in a handsome manner (Surat Al-Ahzab 33:28). 

This meant that he would give them money and divorce them. The sword of divorce was always ready to threaten Muhammad's wives and subdue them in the name of Allah.  

4. Muhammad was afraid that his wives would be seduced by other men, so a revelation came to him to order his wives as well as other Muslim women to wear a veil:

O Prophet! Tell thy wives and daughters, and the believing women, that they should cast their outer garments over their persons [when out of doors]: That is most convenient, that they should be known [as such] and not molested. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful (Surat Al-Ahzab 33:59).  

Another verse was given to Muhammad's wives: O ye wives of the Prophet! Ye are not like any other women. If ye keep your duty [to Allah], then be not soft of speech, lest he in whose heart is a disease aspire [to you], but utter customary speech (Surat Al-Ahzab 33:32).

5. Muhammad was afraid that his wives might commit lewdness behind his back, especially since some of them were much younger than him, so the following revelation came to threaten them and instill terror in their hearts: 

O ye, wives of the Prophet! Whosoever of you committeth manifest lewdness, the punishment for her will be doubled, and that is easy for Allah (Surat Al-Ahzab 33:30). 

The question is: if Muhammad's godly example and the teachings of the Quran had an influence on the wives of Muhammad, to keep them honest and pure, why would such a threat be needed? 

6. Muhammad was annoyed by those who used to enter his houses without permission, and was afraid that they might seduce his wives, so the following revelation came to him: 

O ye who believe! Enter not the Prophet's houses, until leave is given you, for a meal, [and then] not [so early as] to wait for its preparation: but when ye are invited, enter; and when ye have taken your meal, disperse, without seeking familiar talk. Such [behavior] annoys the Prophet he is shy to dismiss you, but Allah is not shy [to tell you] the truth. And when ye ask [his ladies] for anything ye want, ask them from before a screen: that makes for greater purity for your hearts and for theirs. Nor is it right for you that ye should annoy Allah's Messenger, or that ye should marry his widows after him at any time. Truly such a thing is in Allah's sight an enormity (Surat Al-Ahzab 33:53). 

7. Muhammad was annoyed by those who called him from behind his apartments, so he needed a revelation to stop them from doing it. 

Those who shout out to thee from without the inner apartments - most of them lack understanding. If only they had patience until thou couldst come out to them, it would be best for them: but Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful (Surat Al-Hujurat 49:4, 5). 

8. To motivate his followers to pay alms to him, that he would pray for them or meet them in private for counsel, Muhammad needed a revelation. The revelation came in the following words:

Of their wealth take alms, that so thou mightest purify and sanctify them; and pray on their behalf. Verily thy prayers are a source of security for them: And Allah is One Who heareth and knoweth (Surat At-Tawbah 9:103). 

Incidentally, the reader may ask how Muhammad, who is himself a sinner, can purify and sanctify his followers, something only God can do.

O ye who believe! When ye hold conference with the messenger, offer an alms before your conference. That is better and purer for you. But if ye cannot find [the wherewithal] then lo! Allah is Forgiving. Merciful (Surat Al-Mujadilah 58:12 MPT). 

Muhammad's prayers and counsel cost Muslims their money.  

9. When Muhammad went to Al-Madina, he commanded the Muslims to pray toward Jerusalem, toward the destroyed Jewish temple which is now "Al Aksa Mosque." He thought that by this act the Jews would accept him as a true prophet. However, the Jews rejected him, so he wanted to change the direction from Jerusalem to the Kaaba in Makkah. It was a political move to please the Arabs. But he needed a revelation to do it: 

The fools among the people will say "What hath turned them from the Qiblah [the direction to which the Muslims must turn when they pray] to which they were used?" Say: To Allah belong both East and West: He guideth whom He will to a way that is straight. We see the turning of thy face [for guidance] to the heavens: now shall we turn thee to a Qibla that shall please thee. Turn then thy face in the direction of the Sacred Mosque: Wherever ye are, turn your faces in that direction (Surat Al-Baqarah 2:142, 144). 

We must not forget that the sacred mosque, the Kaaba, was full of idols at that time. 

10. When Abu-Bakr suggested to Muhammad to take ransom from the prisoners of war at the battle of Badr and free them, Omar suggested that the prisoners of that war should all be killed. Now Muhammad needed a revelation to justify Omar's suggestion since it was against any code of war. The revelation came as follows:

It is not for any Prophet to have captives until he hath made slaughter in the land. Ye desire the lure of this world and Allah desireth [for you] the Hereafter, and Allah is Mighty Wise. (Surat Al-Anal 8:67 MPT). 

11. According to Muhammad, Allah had commanded that a man could marry up to four women at any one time: 

Marry women of your choice, two, or three, or four (Surat Al-Nisa 4:3). 

Four women were not enough for Muhammad, so he needed special permission from Allah to marry any number of women he wished. The revelation came as follows: 

O Prophet! We have made lawful to thee thy wives to whom thou has paid their dowers; and those whom thy right hand possesses out of the captives of war whom Allah has assigned to thee; and daughters of thy paternal uncles and aunts, and daughters of thy maternal uncles and aunts, who migrated with thee; and any believing woman who gives herself to the Prophet if the Prophet wishes to wed her - this only for thee, and not for the believers [at large]; we know what we have appointed for them as to their wives and the captives whom their right hands possess - in order that there should be no difficulty for thee. And Allah is Oft Forgiving, Most Merciful (Surat Al-Ahzab 33:50). 

12. To instill terror in the hearts of his enemies, revelations came to say: 

The punishment of those who wage war against Allah and His Messenger, and strive with might and main for mischief through the land is: execution, or crucifixion, or the cutting off of hands and feet from opposite sides, or exile from the land: that is their disgrace in this world and heavy punishment is theirs in the hereafter (Surat Al-Maidah 5:33).  

Remember thy Lord inspired the angels [with the message] "I am with you: give firmness to the Believers: I will instill terror into the hearts of the infidels [literal translation] smite them above their necks and smite all their finger-tips off them" (Surat Al-Anfal 8:12). 

All the verses we mentioned, indicate HOW IN THE NAME OF ALLAH, MUHAMMAD GOT EVERYTHING HE WANTED. Many of the suras are concerning Muhammad and directed to him. It has no meaning to the 20th century person; no application to his life. Moreover, we sense in these verses a sadistic behavior toward those who oppose Muhammad. Many verses of the Quran were revealed to solve Muhammad's problems and satisfy his desires. 

*
The Dilemma  
The fact that the Quran has so much to say about Muhammad’s personal issues, whether the struggles he had with his wives, his lusting after his son’s spouse, his annoyance with people overstaying their welcome at one of his homes etc., raises some major challenges for Muslims.  

In the first place, how does all of this comport with the Quran being the uncreated speech of Allah? Do Muslims really want us to believe that all of these personal issues in Muhammad’s life have always been part and parcel of the very speech of Allah, and therefore intrinsic to his very nature and being? 

If so then does this mean that all of these events were foreordained to happen, so that all the parties that were involved had no choice but to go along with the script so to speak? In other words, was it really predestined for people to annoy Muhammad by lingering for too long in his home and to lust after his wives? Did Allah really make Muhammad’s son, Zayd ibn Haritha, marry Zaynab bint Jash, for Muhammad to then lust after her in order to force Zayd to divorce his wife so that Muhammad could then have her? Do Muslims really want unbelievers to accept that the Islamic deity predestined Muhammad to commit adultery in his heart by lusting after his daughter-in-law, and then forced him to marry her so as to then commit adultery with her (cf. Matthew 5:27-28, 31-32)?  

According to the sound narrations this is precisely what Allah did since Muhammad taught that Allah has already ordained all the adultery that very individual must necessarily commit: 

Narrated Ibn 'Abbas: I did not see anything so resembling minor sins as what Abu Huraira said from the Prophet, who said, “Allah has written for the son of Adam his INEVITABLE share of adultery whether he is aware of it or not: The adultery of the eye is the looking (at something which is sinful to look at), and the adultery of the tongue is to utter (what it is unlawful to utter), and the innerself wishes and longs for (adultery) and the private parts turn that into reality or refrain from submitting to the temptation.” (Sahih al-Bukhari, Volume 8, Book 77, Number 609)  

Verily Allah HAS FIXED the very portion of adultery which a man will indulge in, and which he OF NECESSITY MUST COMMIT (or there would be no escape from it). (Sahih Muslim, Book 033, Number 6421; see also Number 6422) 

Or do the Muslims want us to adopt the view that these issues in Muhammad’s life weren’t predestined to take place, but were foreknown to happen, i.e., Allah knew beforehand that these were some of the struggles and problems that Muhammad would be facing once he came into being?  

If so then doesn’t this confirm that Allah’s uncreated speech was shaped and fashioned by events that had not yet arisen? And wouldn’t this therefore make Allah dependent upon his creation since his speech could not be what it is without the reality of all these instances coming to pass?  

In other words, wouldn’t this imply that Allah needed Muhammad to exist, along with all the other beings mentioned in the Quran? If so then doesn’t this establish that Allah wasn’t free to create whatever he wanted, since he had no choice but to create Muhammad and all the other individuals, places, and things mentioned in the Quran?  

Finally and more importantly, since the Muslim scripture has much to say about the life and circumstances of Muhammad, doesn’t this prove that Allah exists for the pleasure of Muhammad? After all, if events in Muhammad’s life are an essential and intrinsic component of Allah’s uncreated attribute of speech, then this means that even in eternity past Allah had been anxiously waiting for Muhammad to come into being in order to rush to fulfill his desires and wishes. As even Muhammad’s child bride noticed: 

Narrated Aisha: I used to look down upon those ladies who had given themselves to Allah's Apostle and I used to say, "Can a lady give herself (to a man)?" But when Allah revealed: "You (O Muhammad) can postpone (the turn of) whom you will of them (your wives), and you may receive any of them whom you will; and there is no blame on you if you invite one whose turn you have set aside (temporarily).' (33.51) I said (to the Prophet), "I feel that your Lord hastens in fulfilling your wishes and desires." (Sahih al-Bukhari, Volume 60, Book 60, Number 311)  

Narrated Hisham’s father: Khaula bint Hakim was one of those ladies who presented themselves to the Prophet for marriage. ‘Aisha said, “Doesn’t a lady feel ashamed for presenting herself to a man?” But when the Verse: “(O Muhammad) You may postpone (the turn of) any of them (your wives) that you please,’ (33.51) was revealed,” ‘Aisha said, ‘O Allah’s Apostle! I do not see, but, that your Lord hurries in pleasing you.'” (Sahih al-Bukhari, Volume 7, Book 62, Number 48) 

26 The Book of Marriage  

Narrated ‘Aishah: 

It was narrated that ‘Aishah said: “I used to feel jealous of those (women) who offered themselves (in marriage) to the Prophet and I said: ‘Would a free woman offer herself?’ Then Allah, the Mighty and Sublime, revealed: ‘You can postpone whom you will of them, and you may receive whom you will.’ I said: ‘By Allah, I see that your Lord is quick to respond to your wishes.'”  

Grade: Sahih (Darussalam)  

Reference: Sunan an-Nasa’i 3199  

In-book reference: Book 26, Hadith 4  

English translation: Vol. 4, Book 26, Hadith 3201 (Sunnah.com; italicized and underline emphasis ours) 

As such, doesn’t this establish that Allah is actually Muhammad’s servant seeing that Muhammad’s happiness and delight have eternally been a part of Allah’s very own nature, being an essential aspect of his very own existence?  

In other words, since Muhammad’s desires and wishes have been an intrinsic component of Allah’s attribute of speech, and since speech is an essential aspect of Allah’s very own essence, this means that Muhammad’s existence and happiness lay at the very core of Allah’s nature! Allah had no choice but to create and make Muhammad happy!  

We will leave it to the Muhammadans to figure out and explain all this mess. 
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