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Seeking the Bivine — during Lent

A pilgrimage is a journey of body, mind
and spirit to experience the Divine in an
acclaimed Shrine and in the Shrine of our
hearts. A Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
enables us to experience the land and life of
Jesus. Pilgrimages to Marian shrines,
Lourdes, Fatima, Vailankanni, attract large
crowds, who experience there an inner
transformation of spirit, if not miraculous
healings of body and mind. The Way of the
Cross is a pilgrimage accompanying Jesus in
his suffering, death and resurrection. A
pilgrimage to 14 Churches during Lent lives
out the 14 Stations of the Cross.

Our pilgrimage to the Masjid revealed
that Muslims are faithful to the revelation of
Jesus: “God is Spirit, and those who worship
Him must worship in Spirit and Truth.

(John 4:24). Faithful to the first
commandment: °I am the Lord, your God.
You shall have no other gods before Me- You
shall not make for yourself an idol of any
kind, or an image of anything in the heavens
above or the carth beneath...” (Exodus 20:2-
4) As one brotherhood, they bow down in
submission to the will of the One God-

God appeared to Moses in a blazing
Fire: “Take off your sandals, for the place
where you are standing is holy ground-
(Exodus 3:1-5) The Zoroastrians e?(pcnem:
the living presence of the God ;f Lxg‘):;‘ in the
Holy Fire kept burning in the Sanctum
S e Agiary, shining forth in our
hearts through our good thoughts, £00d

words, good deeds.

One may enter into the presence of the
living God in any Shrine, Masjid or Mandir,
Agiary or Church, only after sincere
purification of body, mind and heart,
sometimes with removal of footwear and
covering one's head for both men and
women, as a outward sign of an inner self-
surrender in humility before the Holy One.

Hindus believe that after the
Consecration ceremony, the Divine Spirit
dwells in their Holy of Holies as in the heart
of human beings. They experience the
Divine, in various Names and Forms,
revealing Fatherly and Motherly love for
devotees. The Lord assures us: “As a Father
pities his children, so the Lord pities them
that fear Him."(Psalm 103:13) “As one whom
his Mother comforts, so will I comfort you.”
(Isaiah 66:13)

During our pilgrimage, we pray: Lord,
lead all men and women of goodwill, from
untruth to Truth and Justice in our land of
India. Lead us from the darkness of hate and
prejudice to the Light of Freedom, Equality,
Fraternity, among all peoples of our Indian
Nation. May all nations rejoice: “Come, let us
g0 up to the mountain of the Lord, to the
house of God. He will teach us His ways so
that we may walk in His paths.” (Isaiah 2:2-
3) Lead Your people, Lord, even through
suffering and death to the glory of Your
Resurrection. Amen.

Aubrey & Mascarenhas, S.J,




JULY 2, 2019
All religions are not equal, Fr. Aubrey Mascarenhas
The Keystone newsletter is the monthly of St. Peter’s Church, Bandra, Archdiocese of Bombay.

In the month of May and again in the month of June 2019, its editorials, penned by Fr. Aubrey Mascarenhas SJ, have disturbed faithful Catholics.
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At Pentecost, the Holy
the disciples as tongucs
sound of a violent wind, empowering them to
speak in *languages” suitable for all peoples to
understand the Good News of Jesus.

pirit descended upon
of fire, amidst the

This Pentecost Sunday, the Good News
of Jesus, will be proclaimed in St. Peter's Parish
in words and deeds, that persons of cvery Faith
will understand the Good News, in one's own
“language.” the Good News being: “Obedience
to the Will of God transforms even sufferinginto
Joy.”

In the Holy Quran, God commands: “O
you who have believed, decreed upon you is
fasting, as it was decreed upon those before
you, that you may become righteous” (Surah
2:183) In obedience to the Will of God, our
Muslim Brothers and Sisters have been
observing self-control by almsgiving, by
refraining from sensual pleasures, by devoting
time to prayer and meditation while observinga
Fast from all food and drink from dawn to dusk.
Joy and gratitude fills their hearts as they
celebrate Eid-Al-Fitr on the successful
completion of Ramadan with the grace and
mercyof God.

Jesus predicted that He would be
betrayed, condemned, mocked, flogged,
crucified and raised to life. (Matthew 20:17-19)
Jesus invites us: To be my disciple, take up
your cross, and follow Me. (Matthew 16:24:25).
Lent unites us with Jesus, who fasted forty
days in the desert to receive strength to fulfill
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the will of God. Prayer, Penances, Charities are
spiritual disciplines for self-restraint, to join
with the sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross in
loving obedience to His Father's will. We rejoice
at Easter at the victory of Jesus — we have
shared in his suffering, we share in His joy.

The “suffering” of Lent, of Ramadan, may
be compared to the pains of childbirth. “When a
woman is giving birth she has pain because her:
time has come; but when her baby is born she
forgets the anguish, for joy that a child is born
into the world.* (John 16:21-22)

We prayed for a Government that would
uphold the values of our Indian Constitution —
promoting Liberty, Equality, Fraternity with.
Justice for all. God has chosen for us the best
Government possible in the present
circumstances. While we trust that this elected
Government will be of the people, by the people,
for the people, we, the people of India, need to
build bridges between all peoples. Trusting in
God, people of all castes and creeds, in our
ﬁommumues, will work to build up the

ingdom of God - to promote Liberty, Equality,
Fraternity with Justice for all - on the local level
 on the National level - well aware that

Obedience to the Will of God transforms even
suffering into Joy". Through this Easter-Eid-
Milan, may the Spirit inspire us to accept this
Good News ~ in our own “lang - and to
Joyfully collaborate to establish God's Kingdom
in our land. Come Holy Spirit ! Renew the face
ofthe earth |

Aubrey A Mascaranhs, 5.





A distressed Catholic convert wrote this letter to Jesuit Fr. Aubrey Mascarenhas:
Dear Father Fr. Aubrey Mascarenhas,
I write to you hoping to seek some clarity on the below articles which appeared in March and June 2019 of your parish newsletter. 

I have tried to get your e-mail address but was unable to trace it and hence I though it will be a good idea to drop this e-mail to the parish, for it to be re-routed to your email.

Your articles left me a confused and saddened. Let me explain why.

I come from a Hindu family, and also some of my immediate family is Muslim, and hence can say I have seen both religions from close.

I do not disrespect people of other faiths and believe they too have hope of salvation through Jesus who died on the cross not just for Christians but for the whole world. 

Having had a personal experience with Jesus Christ, I was baptised as a Roman Catholic in 2010 under the tender care and guidance of Bishop Agnelo Gracias (who is marked a copy of this e mail as he knows me personally.)

Your article Seeking the Divine during Lent sound like all gods are one and that Muslims are faithful to the revelation of Christ.

You correctly quoted "God is spirit and those who worship him must worship in Spirit and truth." John 4:24 

However does the same John not also tell us to test the spirit? 1 John 4:2-3 "This is how you can recognise the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world."

Sure God appeared to Moses in a burning bush. But God is not the fire or the burning bush itself. (I understand Parsis worship the fire god.)
You say Hindus experience God in the form of different names - both motherly and fatherly. So then why do we believe in Jesus alone? Did I make a mistake by converting? Are all gods the same God? 
I will choose to stand with Jesus on this topic and his teachings.

In your second article you speak of Easter-Eid Milan. I can relate to few aspects of inter faith dialogue, and harmony among all faiths etc. But your articles left me a confused and saddened. (Confused = you clearly have a great gift of the pen, but I feel confused to see why you will use it like this instead of building the body of Christ on sound biblical and theological teachings ... Saddened = this is unfortunately the state of much of the Church today).

Father I do not intend to offend you in any way or sound rude. However I was unable to stop myself from writing. The thoughts of how many souls perish for lack of sound teaching, and confusion troubles me often and hence I write.  

The last commission of Jesus was not to have interfaith dialogue and harmony, but on the contrary to go preach the gospel to the ends of the world, baptising all in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Are we the Church, especially the Catholic Church losing the sense of this last commission and it's urgency. The Church exists to make Jesus Christ known and that is her first business. 

If any of my words have caused you hurt I beg pardon in advance.

My analysis of the two editorials:
MARCH 2019

Fr. Mascarenhas wrote, after a “pilgrimage” to a masjid (mosque), that Muslims are faithful to the revelation of Jesus in John 4:24, and faithful to the First Commandment of the Bible.
Funny. Muslims do not believe that Jesus is the Son of God and do not believe in Biblical revelation. They reject it. The Allah of the Muslims is not the same as the Judeo-Christian God or the Christian Trinitarian God.
He opines that “One may enter into the presence of the living God in any shrine, masjid or mandir, agiary or church…”

As a cradle Catholic, trained evangelist and active apologist, I totally disagree with the priest’s statement. 

He equates the experience of meeting with the “living God” in a Catholic church (where Jesus himself reposes in all His majesty and glory in the Tabernacle) with the supposed “presence” of God in a Hindu temple (or any other pagan place of worship for that matter).

Why then would St. Paul exhort us thus in 1 Corinthians 10:20 (Douay-Rheims)?

But the things which the heathens sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils and not to God. And I would not that you should be made partakers with devils.
Even in the Old Testament, we read

Psalm 95:5 - The Douay-Rheims Catholic Bible
For all the gods of the Gentiles are devils…

Psalm 96:5 - (Even the syncretistic) St. Pauls 2008 New Community Bible
For all other gods are worthless idols…

Some Catholic versions use the term “demons” instead of “devils”.
Watch this short video titled “God is the Lord; the gods of the pagans are demons” from the life of St. Nicetus of Trier, 6th century: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R9DVAkEeM_A 03:12
Now I’m not saying that non-Christians worship devils and demons, but faithful Catholics would get the point that I am driving at. Why go to temples and mosques when we have the Real McCoy?

Ask any exorcist priest if he would agree that it is safe for Catholics to seek the presence of the Living God in a temple or mosque or agiary.

St. Paul’s teaching on Christians’ being “all things to all men” does not give licence to believers to participate in idol worship and pagan rituals, no matter what some liberal or modernist interpretations might say even using a sentence or two from Nostra Aetate (#2) or other Pontifical Documents in isolation from the context.

I prefer to reflect on our ‘jealous’ God’s many warnings to His Chosen People especially in the Old Testament books of Exodus and Deuteronomy. He wanted the people of Israel to maintain not their racial purity but mainly their spiritual purity. God knew that casual interest by the Israelites in the religious activities of the neighbouring tribes would lead to the assimilation of their rituals, practices and even adoption of their gods, and to monumental disaster to the Jewish people, and this is exactly what happened several times over.

“You will be lured into following them*.

Do not inquire regarding their gods, ‘How did these nations worship their gods? I, too, would do the same’.” 
Whenever that passage comes to my mind, I like to imagine that God was saying “Do not EVEN inquire regarding their gods.”
Deuteronomy 12:30 - New American Bible
*The New Jerusalem Bible: “Beware of being entrapped into copying them.”
The Philippines Bishops’ Conference’s Christian Community Bible translation reads as “Do not look at their gods, saying…”
The Knox Translation, Catholic, 1955, reads “Do not hanker after their observances.”
Non-Christian scriptures have only the seeds or elements of truth (Nostra Aetate #2). Ours have the Truth in its entirety. They might contain rays of light (N.A. #2). Christianity is that “truth that enlightens all men”. 
If they possess any revelation at all, the Bible is the Fullness of Revelation in Jesus Christ.

While I would respect non-Christian places of worship, I would certainly not accept that they are “holy” in the Biblical sense of the word.

One may read Fr. Mascarenhas’ belief that, after their “consecration ceremony” (whatever he means by it), “the Divine Spirit dwells in their Holy of Holies…” in the light of 1 Corinthians 10:20 and my remarks.
JUNE 2019

Fr. Mascarenhas writes about the devotion of Muslims, their subservience to the will of God (which is very different than our understanding) and their strict observance of the Ramadan religious requirements. 
At my web site, there are 500 files on every aspect of Islam to be found. I suggest that Fr. Mascarenhas reads some of them including, for a clearer perspective of God’s/Allah’s will,
INSHALLAH-IF ALLAH WILLS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INSHALLAH-IF_ALLAH_WILLS.doc
Hindus and Muslims cannot and do not love their gods. They fear them (and not in the Biblical sense). Hindus propitiate their many gods. Muslims perform their religious observances only in order to attain “paradise”.

Christians’ relationship with their personal God simply cannot be compared with those others’.

While more and more Catholic girls are marrying Muslims, more and more Muslims are meeting Jesus. At my web site, one may find over 200 such testimonies including:
TESTIMONY-FILIPINO MUSLIMS SEE JESUS AFTER RAMADAN FAST


http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY-FILIPINO_MUSLIMS_SEE_JESUS_AFTER_RAMADAN_FAST.doc
The distressed Catholic convert from Hinduism and who has Muslim relatives who wrote to Fr. Mascarenhas is apprehensive about his understanding of Interreligious Dialogue. I am appending further below the titles of some Interreligious Dialogue-related files from my web site.
READ THIS FILE IN CONJUNCTION WITH

THE WILFUL MISINTERPRETATION OF CHURCH DOCUMENTS BY INCULTURATIONIST THEOLOGIANS -NOSTRA AETATE #2/ LUMEN GENTIUM #16/EVANGELII NUNTIANDI #53, 80
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_WILFUL_MISINTERPRETATION_OF_CHURCH_DOCUMENTS_BY_INCULTURATIONIST_THEOLOGIANS.doc
RELATIONSHIP TO NON-CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RELATIONSHIP_TO_NON_CHRISTIAN_RELIGIONS.doc
ELEMENTS SEARCHINGS SEEDS RAYS OF OTHER RELIGIONS VS THE FULLNESS OF CHRISTIAN REVELATION – FALSE JUSTIFICATION OF RELIGIOUS PLURALISM AND DIALOGUE

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ELEMENTS_SEARCHINGS_SEEDS_RAYS_OF_OTHER_RELIGIONS_VS_THE_FULLNESS_OF_CHRISTIAN_REVELATION.doc
RELIGIOUS PLURALISM

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/RELIGIOUS_PLURALISM.doc
RELATED FILES
ISLAM KORAN MUHAMMAD FILES AT THIS MINISTRYS WEBSITE -AS ON 12 JUNE 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ISLAM_KORAN_MUHAMMAD_FILES_AT_THIS_MINISTRYS_WEBSITE.doc
+
EVEN THE MOST PEACEFUL VERSIONS OF ISLAM ARE DANGEROUS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/EVEN_THE_MOST_PEACEFUL_VERSIONS_OF_ISLAM_ARE_DANGEROUS.doc
ISLAM A HERESY-NICHOLAS LABANCA 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ISLAM_A_HERESY-NICHOLAS_LABANCA.doc
ISLAM-BILL MUEHLENBERG
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ISLAM-BILL_MUEHLENBERG.doc
QUO VADIS PAPA FRANCISCO 88-THE MOST TERRIBLE SCHISM THE WORLD HAS EVER SEEN-ISLAM 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/QUO_VADIS_PAPA_FRANCISCO_88-THE_MOST_TERRIBLE_SCHISM_THE_WORLD_HAS_EVER_SEEN-ISLAM.doc
WHY THE WORD ISLAMOPHOBIA IS A TOOL FOR JEHADISTS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHY_THE_WORD_ISLAMOPHOBIA_IS_A_TOOL_FOR_JEHADISTS.doc
Over 200 testimonies of Muslims converting to Jesus Christ at
http://www.ephesians-511.net/testimonies.php
Note: Due to modifications carried out on the web site, some links given in this file will not open.

Those files may be accessed by Googling the respective titles (in blue colour).
ALL RELIGIONS ARE NOT EQUAL

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ALL_RELIGIONS_ARE_NOT_EQUAL.doc
CARMELITE PRIESTS DIALOGUE WITH HINDU SWAMI 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARMELITE_PRIESTS_DIALOGUE_WITH_HINDU_SWAMI.doc
CARNATIC MUSIC PERFORMANCE DESECRATES JESUITS CHURCH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARNATIC_MUSIC_PERFORMANCE_DESECRATES_JESUITS_CHURCH.doc
FATHERS OF THE SVD CONGREGATION WITHOUT ZEAL OR HOPE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FATHERS_OF_THE_SVD_CONGREGATION_WITHOUT_ZEAL_OR_HOPE.doc
FOCOLARE, 'THE WORK OF MARY'-IS IT GOOD FOR CATHOLICS? 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FOCOLARE_THE_WORK_OF_MARY-IS_IT_GOOD_FOR_CATHOLICS.doc
INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE 01-POPE BENEDICT XVI 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INTERRELIGIOUS_DIALOGUE_01-POPE_BENEDICT_XVI.doc
INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE 02-GOA CATHOLICS OPPOSE 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INTERRELIGIOUS_DIALOGUE_02-GOA_CATHOLICS_OPPOSE.doc
INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE 03-THE FALSE KIND 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INTERRELIGIOUS_DIALOGUE_03-THE_FALSE_KIND.doc
SPIRIT OF ASSISI 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SPIRIT_OF_ASSISI.doc
THE TYRANNY OF DIALOGUE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_TYRANNY_OF_DIALOGUE.doc
WAS JESUS A YOGI? SYNCRETISM AND INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE-ERROL FERNANDES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WAS_JESUS_A_YOGI_SYNCRETISM_AND_INTERRELIGIOUS_DIALOGUE-ERROL_FERNANDES.doc
WHY ALL RELIGIONS CANT BE RIGHT-NICHOLAS LABANCA 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/WHY_ALL_RELIGIONS_CANT_BE_RIGHT-NICHOLAS LABANCA.doc
