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MICHAEL PRABHU, OCTOBER 24, 2019
AMAZON SYNOD’S STATIONS OF THE CROSS FUSE POLITICS AND PAGANISM WITH PIETY
https://panamazonsynodwatch.info/feature/amazon-synods-stations-of-the-cross-fuse-politics-and-paganism-with-piety/
Jules Gomes, October 24, 2019
Indigenous rituals and political protest merged with the popular devotion of the Stations of the Cross Saturday morning in Rome.
Over 250 delegates at the Amazon Synod took part in the procession, with banners and signs marking what they deem the pain and injustice felt by the indigenous peoples of the Amazon.

Bishops, priests, indigenous leaders and Catholic laity began a pilgrimage through Rome to “pray with their feet” and show support for the synod, beginning at the foot of Castel Sant’Angelo and processing toward St. Peter’s Square, singing hymns and stopping for each of the 14 Stations of the Cross.

Participants in colorful native robes, feathered headgear and even smoking a “peace pipe” prayed through notes of pain and hope — with each station representing a region of the Amazon. 

The pilgrimage began with a Native American from the Lakota tribe “incensing” the congregation with a bowl of burning sage — an originally pagan practice adopted and “inculturated” into Catholic liturgy. 

The inculturation was officially allowed in 1999 in the diocese of Rapid City in South Dakota, through the Lakota Inculturation Task Force.
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A bishop waves smoke from burning sage towards him as a Lakota native touches an eagle feather to his head

​
Another Lakota native used an eagle feather to fan the smoke in the direction of the worshipper, while onlookers — including bishops, priests and nuns — “received the smoke” by waving it with their hands towards their face.
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A member of the Lakota tribe told Church Militant that the Azilya ritual of incensing with sage is a common practice at Catholic Masses among Native Americans, although there are a number who frown on the practice. He said it represents “positive vibrations” and is a rite of purification.
But authorities in the Native American Catholic Church explain the smoke from burning sage represents a prayer of cleansing that is used to purify and bless people and objects in ceremonies.

The carved pregnant female figure — dubbed “Pachamama” by critics, whom Vatican spokesmen have denied represents the Virgin Mary but fail to explain what she symbolizes — was carried in procession, placed in the familiar canoe and taken in procession along with the cross.

Both were surrounded by the rainbow-colored fishing net carried in procession on the first working day of the synod, surrounded by indigenous paintings and other signs, and were placed at the center of the circle of pilgrims at every station.

Strumming a guitar and accompanied by tribal drum and stringed instruments, the pilgrims carried a large map of the Amazonian region and a number of banners portraying martyred priests, nuns and laymen — including Brazilian indigenous activist Marçal de Souza Tupã’i, Bl. Oscar Romero and Fr. Ezechiele Ramin.

Father Ramin worked as a marxist Comboni missionary promoting liberation theology until he was killed in 1985. Church Militant reported that 200 Brazilian bishops signed a letter on the eve of the synod petitioning Pope Francis to declare him “patron saint” of the Amazon Synod.

A high point of the Via Crucis was the fourth station at the Carmelite Church of Santa Maria in Traspontina. Church Militant reported how communist and socialist politicians from Brazil have used fringe meetings at the church to promote their own political and anti-Bolsonaro agenda at the synod.

“The pilgrimage is a way to refresh our spirits, lift the spirits of the synodal fathers, and witness to the world that Catholics want to protect the Amazon and its people,” a statement said.

Church Militant was informed that Native Americans from the United States and Canada are attending the synod to demonstrate solidarity with their compatriots from the Amazonian region, as before the arrival of Columbus the Americas were united and indigenous peoples could freely migrate from South to North.

RELATED FILES, AND COUNTING:

AMAZON SYNOD FILES AT THIS MINISTRY’S WEBSITE 750+ 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/AMAZON_SYNOD_FILES_AT_THIS_MINISTRYS_WEBSITE.doc
POPE FRANCIS FILES AT THIS MINISTRY’S WEBSITE 375+
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/POPE_FRANCIS_FILES_AT_THIS_MINISTRYS_WEBSITE.doc
