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JUNE 28, 2019
Cardinal critiques Amazon synod working document as ‘heretical … apostasy’, urges bishops to reject it
 HYPERLINK ""  https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/cardinal-critiques-amazon-synod-working-doc-as-heretical...apostasy-urges-bishops-to-reject-it 
By Maike Hickson, June 27, 2019
Cardinal Walter Brandmüller, one of the two remaining dubia cardinals, today issued a strong critique of the Vatican’s working document (Instrumentum Laboris) for the upcoming Pan-Amazon Synod, calling it “heretical” and an “apostasy” from Divine Revelation. He called upon Church leaders to “reject” it with “all decisiveness.”
“It is to be stated now with insistence that the Instrumentum Laboris contradicts the binding teaching of the Church in decisive points and thus has to be qualified as heretical,” the 90-year-old German prelate wrote in a document (read below) that was published simultaneously by LifeSiteNews and Austrian news website Kath.net.

“Inasmuch as even the fact of Divine Revelation is here being questioned, or misunderstood, one also now has to speak, additionally, of apostasy,” Cardinal Brandmüller, who is a world renowned-scholar of church history, stated. 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church (2089) defines “heresy” as: “The obstinate post-baptismal denial of some truth which must be believed with divine and Catholic faith, or it is likewise an obstinate doubt concerning the same.” The same paragraph (2089) goes on to define “apostasy” as: “The total repudiation of the Christian faith.”

The Cardinal said that the focus of having a synod in a region with a relatively small population, which is half the size of Mexico City, is “cause for suspicion concerning the true intentions” behind the meeting of Catholic bishops. 

He questioned why nearly three-quarters of the topics treated in the June 17 document, prepared for the October synod, are only marginally related to “the Gospels and the Church.”

The Cardinal takes issue with the working document’s “very positive assessment of natural religions, including indigenous healing practices and the like, even mythical-religious practices and forms of cults,” adding that the very “notion of inculturation is perverted in the document.” 

Cardinal Brandmüller then goes on to criticize the working document for pushing the “abolishment of celibacy” and introducing a path to “female priesthood.”

“It is impossible to conceal that the ‘synod’ intends to help implement two most cherished projects that heretofore have never been implemented: namely, the abolishment of celibacy and the introduction of a female priesthood – starting first with female deacons. In any event, it is about ‘accepting the role, the leadership of the woman inside the Church’ (129a3). In a similar manner, there now ‘open up new spaces for the creation of new ministries, as this historic moment calls for it. It is time to listen to the voice of the Amazon region…’ (No. 43),” he wrote. 

The Cardinal brought forward how Pope John Paul II had already “stated with highest magisterial authority that it is not in the power of the Church to administer the Sacrament of Holy Orders to women.” In his 1994 Apostolic Letter Ordinatio Sacerdotalis, John Paul II declared that the Church has "no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women and that this judgment is to be definitively held by all the Church's faithful."

The German prelate went on to criticize the working document for its “direct attack on the hierarchical-sacramental constitution of the Church, when it is being asked as to whether it would not be opportune ‘to reconsider the notion that the exercise of jurisdiction (power of government) must be linked in all areas (sacramental, judicial, administrative) and in a permanent way to the Sacrament of Holy Orders’ (no. 127).”

In conclusion, Brandmüller stated that “we are witnessing a new form of the classical Modernism of the early 20th century” in this document, which is linked with a false understanding of the development of dogma, which “is sharply opposed to the genuine Catholic understanding.”

Thus, certain aspects of the working document have to be assessed as either “heretical,” or even as a form of “apostasy,” he stated. 

“The Instrumentum Laboris for the Amazon Synod constitutes an attack on the foundations of the Faith, and in a way that has not heretofore been thought possible. Thus it must be rejected with all decisiveness,” he added. 

LifeSiteNews has created a petition in support of Cardinal Brandmüller that can be found here. 
***

A Critique of the Instrumentum Laboris for the Amazon Synod
By Cardinal Walter Brandmüller

June 27, 2019

Introduction
It is truly astonishing that, contrary to former assemblies, the upcoming Synod of Bishops on the Amazon will deal exclusively with a region of the earth whose population is just half that of Mexico City, that is to say, 4 million. This also raises suspicions regarding the true intentions to be implemented in a hidden way at the October assembly. But one especially has to question the understanding of religion, Christianity and the Church that forms the basis of the recently published Instrumentum Laboris. This shall be examined here, with the help of individual elements from the text.

Why a synod on this region?
In principle, we must ask why a synod of bishops should deal with topics which, at best, (as is now the case with three quarters of the Instrumentum Laboris) relate only marginally to the Gospels and the Church. Clearly, there is an encroaching interference here by a synod of bishops into the purely secular affairs of the Brazilian state and society. What do ecology, economy, and politics have to do with the mandate and mission of the Church?

More importantly: what professional expertise authorizes an ecclesial synod of bishops to express itself on such topics?

Should the synod of bishops indeed do this, it would be a crossing of boundaries and act of clerical presumption which state authorities would have to reject.
On natural religions and inculturation
Furthermore, throughout the Instrumentum Laboris one finds by a very positive assessment of natural religions, including indigenous healing practices etc., even mythic-religious practices and cult forms. In the context of the call for harmony with nature, for example, there is even talk about “dialogue with the spirits” (n. 75).

It is not only the Rousseauian or Enlightenment ideal of the “noble savage” that is being contrasted with the decadent European. The line of thought in the Instrumentum laboris continues right up to turn to the 20thcentury, ending in a pantheistic idolatry of nature. Hermann Claudius (1913) created the hymn of the Socialist Worker’s Movement, “When we walk side by side....” One verse reads: “Birches green and seeds of green, with a praying gesture old Mother Earth extends her full hands, that man may become her own...” 

It is remarkable that this verse was later copied into the songbook of the Hitler Youth, presumably because it corresponded to the National-Socialist myth of blood and soil. The ideological proximity with the Instrumentum is is remarkable. The anti-rational rejection of “Western” culture (that stresses the importance of reason) is characteristic of the Instrumentum Laboris, which speaks in no. 44 of “Mother Earth” and of the “cry of the earth and of the peoples” (no. 101) respectively.

Accordingly, the territory — the forests of the Amazon region — even becomes a locus theologicus, a special source of Divine Revelation. These are “epiphanic places” where “the reserve of life and wisdom for the planet is manifest, a life and wisdom that speaks of God” (n. 19). The anti-rational rejection of the “western” culture, which stresses the importance of reason, is characteristic of the Instrumentum Laboris.  Meanwhile, the subsequent regression from Logos to Mythos is raised to the criterion of what the Instrumentum Laboris calls the inculturation of the Church. The result is a natural religion in Christian masquerade.

The concept of inculturation is perverted in the document, for it proposes the opposite of what the International Theological Commission presented in 1988, and what had already been taught in the Second Vatican Council’s Decree on the Church's Missionary Activity, Ad Gentes.
On the abolition of priestly celibacy and the introduction of a female priesthood
It is impossible to conceal that the “synod” intends, above all, to help implement two most cherished projects that heretofore have never been implemented: namely, the abolition of priestly celibacy and the introduction of a female priesthood – beginning with female deacons. In any event, it is about “identifying the type of official ministry that can be conferred on women … in the Church (129 a 3). In a similar manner, “room is now opening up to create new ministries appropriate to this historical moment. It is the right moment to listen to the voice of the Amazon…” (n. 43).

But the fact is omitted here that, in the end, John Paul II also stated with highest magisterial authority that it is not in the power of the Church to administer the Sacrament of Holy Orders to women. Indeed, in two thousand years, the Church has never administered the Sacrament of Holy Orders to a woman. The demand which stands in direct opposition to this fact shows that the word “Church” is now being used purely as a sociological term on the part of the authors of the Instrumentum Laboris, thus implicitly denying the sacramental-hierarchical character of the Church. 
On the denial of the sacramental-hierarchical character of the Church
In a similar manner – though expressed in passing –no. 127 represents a direct attack on the hierarchical-sacramental constitution of the Church, when it is suggested that it would be opportune “to reconsider the notion that the exercise of jurisdiction (power of government) must be linked in all areas (sacramental, judicial, administrative) and in a permanent way to the Sacrament of Holy Orders." (No. 127) From such an erroneous view arises (in no. 129) the call for the creation of new offices which correspond to the needs of the Amazonian peoples. 
However, liturgy, i.e. worship, is the field where the ideology of a falsely understood inculturation finds its expression in an especially spectacular manner. Here, certain forms from natural religions are to be positively adopted. The Instrumentum Laboris does not hold back from demanding that the “poor and simple people” may express “their (!) faith through images, symbols, traditions, rites and other sacraments” (!!) (No. 126 e).

This certainly does not correspond to the precepts of the Constitution “Sacrosanctum Concilium,” nor to those in the Decree on the Church’s Missionary Activity, Ad Gentes. It also manifests a purely horizontal understanding of liturgy.

Conclusion
Summa summarum: The Instrumentum Laboris burdens the synod of bishops and ultimately the Pope with a serious break with the depositum fidei. Such a break consequently implies the self-destruction of the Church or the change of the Corpus Christi mysticum into a secular NGO with an ecological-social-psychological mandate. 

After these observations, questions naturally arise: above all, in relation to the sacramental-hierarchical structure of the Church, is there a decisive break with the apostolic tradition constitutive of the Church, or do the authors rather have a notion of the development of doctrine which is presented theologically in order to justify the aforementioned rupture?

Indeed, this seems to be the case. We are witnessing a new form of the classical Modernism of the early twentieth century. At the time, from a decidedly evolutionist approach, the view was presented that, in accord with the continually higher development of man, higher levels of human consciousness and culture also result, whereby what had been false yesterday can turn out to be true today. Religion and religious consciousness, with its forms in doctrine and cult – and also, of course, in morality — are also subject to this revolutionary dynamic.

This, however, would presuppose a concept of dogmatic development that is sharply opposed to the genuine Catholic understanding. The latter understands the development of dogma and the Church not as change, but as an organic development of the subject which remains identical to itself.

That is what the two Vatican Councils teach us in their Constitutions “Dei Filius”, “Lumen Gentium”, and “Dei Verbum.”

It is to be emphatically stated that the Instrumentum Laboris contradicts the binding teaching of the Church on decisive points, and is therefore to be qualified as heretical.

Inasmuch as the fact of Divine Revelation is here even being questioned or misunderstood, one must also speak of apostasy. 

This is all the more justified in light of the fact that the Instrumentum Laboris uses a purely immanentist notion of religion and regards religion as the result and expression of man’s spiritual self-experience. The use of Christian words and concepts cannot obscure the fact that, regardless of their original meaning, they are being used merely as empty words.

The Instrumentum Laboris for the Amazon Synod constitutes an attack on the foundations of the Faith, in a way that has heretofore not been thought possible. It must therefore be firmly and decidedly rejected.
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1 Cardinal Sarah in his book 'Le soir approche et deja le jour baisse' criticises the work of Father Lobinger who is one of those behind the Amazon synod. He particularly criticises the idea of second class priests. This book was published in March but it is a pity that we have to wait till September to get the English translation. There is so much good material in it.

2 And with what the Cardinal tells us about the document and Synod, you would think that Francis would cancel this gathering of heretics! But how can you when you are a part of them!

3 Anti-Pope Francis is pantheistic!! But not only, also socialist/communist, also postmodern, also masonic friendly and gay friendly. It is convenient for him to say he is Christian. This Pope Francis is a disaster: a typical South-American undeveloped and naive! Catholics must rise and defend the Catholic Church!!

4 I don’t trust Francis! Anything he says, anything he plans has always obscure connotations. A person like Francis who has been a strange Pope, to say the least, is just untrustworthy.

5 I often wonder about a possible schism. The modernists won't leave. Why should they? They are in control and having things all their own way. The only way a schism can take place in the foreseeable future is for the Traditionalists to leave. That would present all sorts of problems in itself. Would we have in effect a parallel Church?

6 Pretty clear to me that the Modernists Pius X warned about have taken operational control of the Church leadership. They are not in communion with the Church and they won’t step down peacefully. Only God can fix this mess. Things are moving very fast.

7 I hope this is the beginning of the end of Bergoglio's fake church.

It's dawning on sincere Catholics that what passes for the Church is a counterfeit. They have all the external appearances of the Church but that's it. They are the biggest enemy of true Catholics, an enemy more ferocious than Protestantism, freemasonry and communism that attacked the Church head on. To stay Catholic avoid the snakes in the Vatican. They serve Satan.

8 I was going to list all of the shameful things that Pope Francis has done in his past as the Archbishop of Buenos Aires, the head of the Argentine Bishops Conference and as Pope. I was going to list all the lies that he has spoken during that time mostly claiming "I knew nothing!" about what was going on. Sgt. Shultz of Hogan's Heroes was more aware than our dear Pope. His Lavender Mafia friends such as Mahoney, Wuerl, Cupich, Farrell, Grassi, Martin and Zanchetta et.al are many and growing. His attempts to change Catholic teaching regarding marriage in his famous "Footnote Frankie" moment, and the priesthood, as well as his mixing of his own political beliefs about global government and ecology (communism's favorite topics) are known and sadly ignored. Now his Amazon initiative is bringing back Rousseau's long since dismissed philosophy of the noble savage. It seems to be having its day to the point where Catholic teaching must be educated and improved by Shamans who perform "rites" for tribes that encourage their men to raid other tribes, kill the men and children of those tribes and capture their women causing 25% death rates for warriors of the raiding tribe and worse numbers for the tribe being raided. But I'll pass on that (Cicero would be proud of my "praetereo"). I'll simply say this. Hundreds of years ago, St. Malachy predicted that this Pope would be the last Pope in the Catholic Church. For whatever reason, Malachy referred to him as Petrus Romanus. I always thought that Malachy's prophecy meant the end of the world would result but prophecy of all kind is often misunderstood until after the prophesied event has taken place. Maybe Malachy wasn't talking about the end of the world, just the end of the Papacy. And, with that in mind, remember that Francis is also in favor of synodality, allowing National Bishops Conferences to govern the Church nation by nation rather than by a single voice from Rome. So this, combined with Francis' preference for tinkering with Catholic theology and his preference for things lavender, perhaps the worry is not so far-fetched.
Full list of participants in private pre-synod ‘study-meeting’ in Rome
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/photo-full-list-of-participants-in-private-pre-synod-study-meeting-in-rome
By Diane Montagna, June 26, 2019
LifeSiteNews has obtained the list of participants in a private and unannounced Pre-Amazonian Synod “study-meeting,” held at a gated hilltop convent on the outskirts of Rome this week.
A photograph of the full list of 30 participants, taken by this correspondent (see below), confirms that the three-day meeting included key German prelates and Vatican officials, some of whom support a relaxing in priestly celibacy in the Latin Church, and the idea of women priests. 

The list of participants, posted in the “Casa Nostra Signora Madre della Misericordia” where the meeting was held, includes the following names: 
List of participants in the REPAM and Synod on the Amazon meeting
Cardinal Claudio Hummes OFM, general relator of Amazonian Synod, President of REPAM (Germany-Brazil)

Cardinal Pedro Barreto SJ, archbishop of Huancayo, vice president of REPAM (Peru)

Cardinal Lorenzo Baldisseri, secretary general, Synod of Bishops (Italy)

Cardinal Walter Kasper, president emeritus, Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity and close theological adviser to Pope Francis (Germany)

Cardinal Christoph Schönborn, archbishop of Vienna, close theological adviser to Pope Francis (absent) (Austria)

Bishop Erwin Kräutler, C.PP.S., emeritus of Xingu, Parà, member of pre-synodal council (Austria/Brazil)

Bishop Franz-Josef Overbeck, bishop of Essen, Germany, president of Adveniat, episcopal humanitarian agency for Latin America (Germany)

Father Michael Czerny SJ, co-secretary of Amazonian Synod (Canada)

Patricia Gualinga, human rights activist of the Pueblo Kichwa de Sarayaku indigenous community (Ecuador)

Sr. Alba Teresa Cediel Castillo, general councilor of the Missionary Congregation Mother Laura, expert on ethics and pedagogy (Colombia).

Sr. Liliana Franco, of the Company of Mary Congregation, president of the Confederation of Latin American and Caribbean Religious (Colombia). 

Fr. Paolo Suess, liberation theology expert (Germany-Brazil)

Fr. Victor Codina SJ, theologian (Spain-Bolivia)

Fr. Fernando Roca Alcazar SJ, social anthropologists and ethnobotanist, Pontifical Catholic University (Peru) 

Fr. Pedro Hughes, Columban missionary, coordinator of REPAM (Ireland)

Fr. Justino Sarmento Rezende, Salesian priest of the indigenous Tuyuca people (Brazil)

Fr. Felipe Jaled Ali Modad Aguilar, SJ, Rector Parroquia, Bachajón Mission (Mexico)

Fr. Agenor Brighenti, theologian, University of Louvain (Belgium)

Fr. Paolo Garuti OP, professor of biblical theology, Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas (Italy) 

Fr. Hubert Wolf, professor of theology and Church history, University of Munster (Germany)

Prof. Myriam Wijlens, University of Erfurt (Germany)

Prof. Peter Szabó, head of Institute of Canon Law, University of Budapest (Hungary) 

Prof. Serena Noceti, professor of systemic theology, Higher Institute of Religious Studies, Florence (Italy)

Msgr. Josef Sayer, theologian, former chief executive, Misereor (Germany)

Dina Guerra, program manager, Porticus, part of the heterodox Brenninkmeijer philanthropic organization helping to foster “human dignity, social justice and sustainability” (Germany-Netherlands).

Mauricio López, executive secretary of REPAM (Ecuador).

Bishop Eugenio Cotter, vicar apostolic of Pando, titular bishop of Tibiuca (Bolivia), member of pre-synodal council.
Romina Gallegos, national coordinator, REPAM (Ecuador)

Fr. Carlos Galli STD, close theological adviser to Pope Francis (Argentina)

Miguel Cruz Moreno, indigenous peoples activist (Mexico) 

Unannounced meeting

News of the unannounced meeting, along with a partial list of participants, came to light on June 25, through independent reports by respected Italian journalist Marco Tosatti, Edward Pentin of the National Catholic Register, and Maike Hickson of LifeSiteNews. 

In remarks to the Register, Vatican spokesman Alessandro Gisotti said the gathering was a “study meeting” of the Pan-Amazonian Ecclesial Network (REPAM).

REPAM (The Pan-Amazonian Ecclesial Network) was set up in 2014 by the nine Churches of the Amazon region, including Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, French Guyana, Guyana, Peru, Surinam and Venezuela. “Inspired by Pope Francis and backed by the Latin American Bishops’ Conference, CELAM,” the network aims to “bring to the world’s attention the fragile situation of indigenous people in the Amazon and the critical importance of the Amazon biome to the planet — our common home.”

Gisotti also told the Register that participants included “ecclesial authorities, experts and representatives of the territory in view of the Synod on the Amazon,” but added that he was unable to give any details. 

“It’s a study meeting, not for the public,” he said, noting: “There will be others before the synod.” In subsequent comments to LifeSite, the Vatican spokesman confirmed that the meeting concluded on June 26.

Not all pre-synod “study meetings” have been so private, however. In fact, a study seminar held in Rome on Feb. 25-27, 2019 — on the tail end of the Vatican abuse summit — was both pre-announced and widely publicized. It also drew controversy after one of its featured speakers suggested that the Vatican change the matter of the Eucharist from wheaten hosts to yuca in the Amazon.

Key participants

Key prelates among the participants are not known for their undying orthodoxy. 

Brazilian Cardinal Claudio Hummes, the general relator of the synod and president of REPAM, has for many years advocated a change in the discipline of priestly celibacy in the Latin Rite. A friend the Holy Father, Hummes gave him the inspiration to choose the name Francis.
Walter Kasper, a close theological adviser to Pope Francis, recently said that if the conferences of the Amazon region agreed among themselves that married men could be priests, and proposed such a change to the Pope, the Holy Father “would in principle probably accept it.”

In 2017, the French Catholic daily La Croix reported that “Cardinal Walter Kasper had told German media he believes Pope Francis favors ordaining married men of proven virtue (known by the Latin term, viri probati), but is also sure the pope wants to leave the decision up to individual bishops’ conferences.”

Notable among the attendees was Austrian Bishop Emeritus Erwin Kräutler of the Territorial Prelature of Xingu in Brazil, whom Pope Francis appointed as an expert consultant to the synod. 

In his June 25 report, Edward Pentin noted that Kräutler has “argued for ordaining married men in the Amazon, and voiced his support for women priests. He is thought to have helped write the synod’s controversial working document published last week.” 

Also included was Bishop Franz-Josef Overbeck of Essen, Germany, head of the German bishops’ Latin America commission, which through its aid organization Adveniat provides significant financial and pastoral support to Latin America. 

Last month, Bishop Overbeck said the synod will lead the Church to a “point of no return,” and, thereafter, “nothing will be the same as it was,” Pentin noted. 

Cardinal Christoph Schönborn was unable to attend the meeting due to surgery for prostate cancer, his press spokesman, Michael Prüller told the Register. 

Growing concerns

At the presentation of the synod’s controversial working document (Instrumentum laboris) on Monday, June 17, Cardinal Lorenzo Baldisseri, secretary general of the Synod of Bishops (who participated in the private meeting) said the upcoming Synod, titled “Amazonia, New Paths for the Church and for an Integral Ecology,” will be a time of “pastoral reflection, open to recognizing diversity” and “listening to the Amazonian reality with all its cultural and ecclesial facets.”  

Yet the working document, which will form the basis of discussion at the synod, has raised serious concerns over what many see as an overemphasis on listening to the Amazonian “voice,” a serving of a neo-pagan agenda, and a promotion of “so-called indigenist and ecological theology.”

The working document has also been criticized for calling for an adaption of the “Eucharistic rite” to Amazonian culture, suggesting the ordaining “elders” with families to the priesthood, and proposing that an “official ministry” be conferred on women. 

It further suggests that it’s time to reconsider “the notion that the exercise of jurisdiction (power of government) must be linked in all areas (sacramental, judicial, administrative) and in a permanent way to the Sacrament of Holy Orders.”

While the content of this week’s private gathering in Rome is unknown, papal biographer Austen Ivereigh said one of the purposes of the meeting was to prepare for the synod “a briefing on theological implications of ordaining married elders.” 

In his June 25 article, Pentin also noted that the “strong input” from German-speaking prelates and theologians “has led concerned observers to believe that the synod is a means of them imposing and implementing their own ideological agenda.” He noted that some find this “especially mystifying” given the “less-than-robust state of the Catholic Church in German-speaking countries and other Churches in Europe.”

A source close to the Church in Germany told the Register that the Amazonian Synod is “not about rethinking things” as some have wished to portray it, but largely German theologians “activating old material.” The organizers, he said, “are getting old folders out of the cupboard and trying to implement the 1970s thinking within them.”  

In comments of a similar vein, Julio Lordo, a Peruvian journalist and author of “Liberation Theology, a life jacket for the poor made of lead” [Teologia della liberazione. Un salvagente di piombo per i poveri (Cantagalli, 2014)] told LifeSite last week that the “untold” backstory of the Amazon Synod is that it’s been decades in the making and is designed to “change the whole Church” according to “so-called indigenist and ecological theology.”

“It is a whole revamping of the Church from an ‘Amazonian’ point of view, which is nothing else than the culmination of liberation theology.”
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1 This very list by itself should ring a giant bell of alarm to any Catholic true to his or her faith. It rings through like a list of the most earnest destroyers of Catholic doctrine that ever existed. I know the "Gates of Hell" will never be able to totally destroy the Holy Catholic Church but with this list the same gates must be rattling in absolute glee.
2 Isn't Cardinal Kasper the one with the very Germanic (but not Catholic) perspective that darker people are not on the same evolved level of Europeans (read German)? What fool would put such a Teuton in a synod for equatorial peoples?

3 I am counting on the third secret of Fatima. You know, the one where the bishop in white is shot and killed with arrows along with many fellow priests. Arrows. Get it? Arrows are the weapon of choice in the Amazon

4 I predict that once this Synod ends, we will see the schism that is now apparent.

5 The very worst part of all these unholy innovations could be the changing of the Mass to adapt to Amazonian/Freemasonic worldview. That then would begin to sound very much like the Apocalypse or close indeed to it.

Cardinals, bishops who back women’s ordination secretly meet near Rome to prepare for Amazon synod
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/cardinals-bishops-who-back-womens-ordination-secretly-meet-near-rome-to-prepare-for-amazon-synod
By Maike Hickson, June 25/26, 2019
A group of cardinals and bishops who are involved with the preparation of the Amazon synod and who back the abolishment of priestly celibacy and other progressivist positions contrary to perennial Catholic teaching are quietly meeting together near Rome in preparation for the upcoming synod, a well-placed source revealed to LifeSiteNews today.
Main participants invited to the meeting include cardinals Lorenzo Baldisseri, Claudio Hummes, Walter Kasper, Christoph Schönborn, Bishop Franz-Josef Overbeck, and Bishop Erwin Kräutler. Also present was Josef Sayer, a friend and counselor of Cardinal Oscar Maradiaga. Mrs. Doris Wagner- Reisinger – the former nun whose accusations against a Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith official was recently rejected by a Vatican court – was also invited to attend the meeting. 

The Italian Vatican specialist, Marco Tosatti, just published his own report on this secret meeting, thus confirming our own independent source. Edward Pentin, Rome correspondent for National Catholic Register, also confirmed news of the meeting.

"A secretive meeting to discuss strategy for the upcoming #AmazonianSynod and involving mostly German-speaking prelates and intellectuals took place today at a monastery in Rome. Cardinals Hummes, Baldisseri, Kasper, Schönborn took part plus +Krautler, +Overbeck of Essen. More soon," he tweeted today. 

The participants of the preparatory meeting stand for a progressive agenda within the Church.

(Cardinal Baldisseri has been crucial in preparing the two family synods which led to Pope Francis' Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia that opened up the idea of giving some “remarried” couples access to the Sacraments. Baldisseri told Dr. Frédéric Martel about the synod's methods: “our line was essentially Kasper's.”

(Cardinal Claudio Hummes is in favor of married priests for the Amazon region, and that they should be indigenous. He stated in 2016: “There should be only indigenous clergy, priests and bishops – also without academic formation.”

(Cardinal Walter Kasper is the man behind the idea to give Holy Communion to some “remarried” divorcees without them having to change their way of life.

(Cardinal Schönborn once stated he could imagine female priests and bishops, and only a few days ago claimed that the cause of the sex abuse crisis is not the cultural revolution of the 1960s (as Pope Benedict XVI recently claimed), but the “Church's exaggerated fixation on the Sixth Commandment,” as well as “closed systems.”

(Professor Thomas Schüller, in a recent interview, predicted that other regions in the world would ask for married priests soon after the Amazon Synod. He said: “This [Amazon Synod] will encourage the bishops’ conferences and the regions of the Universal Church — which are also affected by the lack of priests — to make a similar request while at the same time honoring a freely chosen celibacy.” Rome would “surely examine such a request with a benevolent attitude,” he explained.

(Bishop Franz-Josef Overbeck has recently stated that after the Amazon Synod, “nothing will be the same” in the Church. He hopes for a questioning of the Church's teaching on sexuality and on access to the priesthood. Overbeck is the German bishops' expert for Latin America and responsible for the donations going to this region, via the German bishops' charitable organization Adveniat.

(Bishop Erwin Kräutler is in favor of married priests and women's ordination. He even goes so far as to claim that Pope Francis would be open to the possibility of ordaining women. 

LifeSiteNews has reached out to Cardinal Kasper and Cardinal Schönborn, asking for comment.

Dr. Michael Prueller, the press speaker of Cardinal Christoph Schönborn, confirmed to LifeSiteNews that the Austrian cardinal had been invited to this gathering, but added that he was unable to attend. He said: "As far as I know, there takes place a conference of experts - which is ending today - on the topic of the Amazon Synod. Cardinal Schönborn had been invited, but had to decline, because he still has to recover from his cancer surgery." Prueller added that the aim of the conference was simply a "theological discussion" and was "not part of the preparations of the Synod." 

Other such secretive meetings have taken place in the past under the pontificate of Pope Francis. For example, Edward Pentin at the time revealed a so-called “Day of Study,” or “Shadow Council,” which took place in May of 2015 and which was meant to prepare for the second family synod in October of that year. At that gathering, the participants discussed matters such as the laxening of the Church's teaching on homosexuality, as well as on “remarriage.”

Additionally, another secret meeting was organized by Father Antonio Spadaro, S.J. that took place some months later, from 28 September to 2 October 2015, just ahead of the second family synod. Dedicated to the theme “The Reform and the Reforms of the Church and in the Church,” it featured as a speaker Professor Hermann Pottmeyer who is publicly in favor of the weakening of the Petrine Office. He had stated in 2010: “In other words, the bishop of Rome should normally make no decrees and no decisions affecting the universal church without [first] formally inviting the participation of the local churches and their bishops. Further, the local churches and their regional associations or bishops’ conferences should decide any regulations that do not threaten the unity of the whole church.” Archbishop Victor Manuel Fernandez, one of Pope Francis' close advisors, was also present at that 2015 gathering.
As to the question of female priestly ordination, Pope John Paul II has clearly ruled against this idea when he published, in 1994, his document Ordinatio Sacramentalis. In it, he stated: “Wherefore, in order that all doubt may be removed regarding a matter of great importance, a matter which pertains to the Church's divine constitution itself, in virtue of my ministry of confirming the brethren (cf. Lk 22:32) I declare that the Church has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women and that this judgment is to be definitively held by all the Church's faithful.”
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Heretics all, excommunicated by the fact that they refuse to accept Church dogma on the impossibility of female ordination. Yet Francis keeps them on. Why? Because he is supportive of them.
Bishop who wrote Amazon working doc wants overhauled priesthood, ordained women
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/bishop-who-wrote-amazon-working-doc-wants-overhauled-priesthood-ordained-women
By Maike Hickson, June 20, 2019
Bishop Erwin Kräutler, primary author of the June 17, 2019 instrumentum laboris (working document) for the upcoming October 2019 Amazon Synod, is a strong supporter of the ordination of married men and women to the priesthood.
As The Tablet writes: “Bishop Erwin Kräutler, a proponent of married and female priests, is the author of the working document for the upcoming Synod.” While the bishop may have had other collaborators, Pope Francis himself entrusted Kräutler with this overall task.

In June of 2018, LifeSiteNews reported on a 2016 book written by Bishop Kräutler, in which he argues in favor of female priests. The title of this book is Be Courageous! After pointing out that in the Amazon region, there are many women who are already leading the Liturgy of the Word (in the Novus Ordo) on Sunday, the Austrian bishop proposes here that they could also be prepared “so that they could preside over the Eucharist for their parish. For their parish! This limitation seems to me important.”

For Kräutler, Pope John Paul II’s 1994 document Ordinatio Sac
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 HYPERLINK "https://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_letters/1994/documents/hf_jp-ii_apl_19940522_ordinatio-sacerdotalis.html" lis, which definitively reiterated the impossibility of female ordination, “is not a doctrine de fide.” He even states that Pope Francis — with whom Kräutler had discussed the ideas of Bishop Fritz Lobinger concerning the ordination in the West of married priests — would be open to such an idea. The bishop explains, “Nevertheless, I do not believe that he would say a strict ‘no’ to the ordination of women.”
Kräutler further explains in his 2016 book that since Pope John Paul II’s statement on the question of female priests “is very determined,” Pope Francis “will not do anything alone concerning the question of priesthood, celibacy and female ordination, but, if so, then it will be together with the bishops.” Any decision in that regard “certainly” should not be “immediately implemented world-wide,” but only regionally at first.

“Certain convictions and interpretations, which once were presented with vehemence, and even defended as being unchangeable,” the prelate adds, “have often, nevertheless, completely changed during the course of history.” He refers for example to Vatican II's text Dignitatis Humanae, “which did away for good with” the Syllabus of Errors of Pius IX, especially with regard to religious liberty.

Thus, it is worthwhile to study the positions of this bishop to whom Pope Francis has entrusted so much and whom he asked in 2014 to make “courageous proposals.” At that same audience, Pope Francis discussed with the Austrian bishop — who was appointed Bishop of Xingu, Brazil in 1981 and retired in 2015 — the work of Bishop Fritz Lobinger, who, together with the pastoral theologian Paul Zulehner, proposes to ordain married male and female priests. Zulehner explains their model in a recently published article in the German journal Herder Korrepondenz.

These new part-time priests, Zulehner and Lobinger explain, would have families and their own professions, while volunteering as priests in their local communities, together with several other “team members.” A celibate priest would then be “responsible” for several such teams. The formation of this new type of priest, explains Zulehner, would be assured with the help of a three-year-long course, possibly connected with a local university. Lobinger and Zulehner call these priests “priests of a different kind,” and they speak not of “viri probati,” but rather of “personae probatae,” since this expression “keeps the possibility open whether the parishes cannot also choose women as personae probatae.”

Bishop Kräutler’s and Bishop Lobinger’s names thus indicate that Pope Francis, by giving both of them prominence, might truly be open to some sort of female ordination. Only recently, on May 10, the pope pointed out that the discussion on the female diaconate is still open, referring to changes in the Church:

This is true, but the Church develops on her journey in fidelity to Revelation. We cannot change Revelation. It’s true the Revelation develops. The word is “development” — it develops with time. And we with time understand the faith better and better. The way to understand the faith today, after Vatican II, is different from the way of understanding the faith before Vatican II. Why? Because there is a development of knowledge. You are right. And this isn’t something new, because the very nature — the very nature — of Revelation is in continual movement to clarify itself.

Let us return to Bishop Kräutler to understand the spirit of the new working document of the upcoming Amazon Synod, which he has helped to prepare.
In a 1992 book entitled My Life Is like the Amazon River (“Mein Leben ist wie der Amazonas”), the prelate explains with regard to the native Indian tribes that “we will respect their culture, learn their language, and be at their side when they defend their rights” (p. 64). He does not mention that he wishes to convert them to the Catholic faith. According to a report in the German newspaper Die Zeit, for Kräutler, the mission among the Indians “does not mean conversion.”

Father Franz Helm, an Austrian missionary priest, recently quoted Bishop Kräutler as saying: “I have not yet baptized an Indian, and I also will not do it.” (LifeSiteNews reached out to Bishop Kräutler asking him to verify this quote.) Helm added in remarks to LifeSiteNews that, in the 1990s, when he was the general secretary of Missio Austria (a pontifical missionary work), this quote “was transmitted to me.” He also explained that as long as “Christianity is not inculturated” in the Amazon region, “an Indian can hardly be also a Christian at the same time. Because, in order to become a Christian, an Indian has to give up his Indian being.” As examples, he pointed to the Roman Liturgy along with social forms and offices that are not sufficiently adapted to the Indian culture.

An Austrian source, a journalist, confirmed to LifeSiteNews that the above-mentioned quote from Bishop Kräutler is well known and has never been denied by the bishop, even though it has been repeatedly mentioned in the media.

In a 2000 report, Bishop Kräutler, was quoted in a talk as saying: “We wish for a Christianity and a Church that also have indigenous traits. No longer is the fastest possible formal conversion to Christianity by baptism at the center of the Church’s work for the Indians, but an inculturation that asks which traces God also left in the natural religions.”

About the problem of infanticide among the native tribes in the Amazon region, Bishop Kräutler wrote a statement in 2009, in which he admits that “among some few tribes of the Brazilian Indios, there still exists the cultural institution of infanticide.” He even recalls one specific incident where an Indian woman buried her baby alive, saying she gave her daughter “back to the Earth” because she could not handle twins at the same time. “That is to say,” Kräutler explains, “it was the custom, in case of the birth of twins, to entrust [sic] to the earth one of the children.” Thankfully, this buried baby girl was then rescued.

Kräutler explicitly rejects the idea that the state could prosecute those who commit such crimes. He is, rather, in favor of “convincing the people, with pastoral patience, that the culturally prescribed death of a child is anachronistic and undercuts their own strategy of life.”

“We have always fought for the physical and cultural survival of the Indians,” he continues, “and we do so on the foundation of the Gospels, and not with help of the gospel of fundamentalism.” Thus, he rejects ideas of penalizing infanticide, because “here, in the name of human rights and under the pretext of suppressing infanticide, a broad ethnocide, a cultural murder, is being installed.”
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1 Taking this horrible thought process further (besides it not being Biblical and against Tradition), what then happens if the women Priests want marriage, children? The next horrible thought would be that we need to change our Teaching on contraception, as a woman couldn't possibly be expected to run a parish and raise children. Do these men not think beyond their first thought?
2 It is not surprising that this blather comes from a Bishop who is presiding over an ever-shrinking German church. He is really a liberal Anglican.

3 The clear goal here is the "Protestantization" of Catholicism. Jesus didn't want part-time priests. He called the apostles to leave everything behind and follow him. Something that always strikes me is the advanced age of these bishops who want to overhaul the Church. I believe many of them are the Communist plants (or influenced by them) as described by Bella Dodd and others. 

4 Clearly, the "Amazonian synod" is the proverbial camel's nose in the tent. Beginning with the "uniqueness" of this sprawling and ill-defined geographic and cultural region as excuse, radical changes in priesthood and Eucharist will at first be presented as exceptions applicable only there. Very soon, however, these allegedly regional exceptions will be taken up in other "synods" -- e.g., German speakers are already involved up to their necks, nicht wahr? -- for discussions foredoomed to recommend adoption in other local Churches as well on various grounds. BTW, that's what this insidious "synodal" Church is really intended to do in the first place, and the "Amazonian synod" is the maiden voyage of what will be an unending process of rigged "discussion," fake inculturation, and devolution of doctrine masquerading as its "development."
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