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MICHAEL PRABHU, OCTOBER 4, 2019
LifeSiteNews is pleased to publish the text of the addresses given at the Amazon Synod Roundtable:
V. Marco Tosatti: Plurality of religions - willed by God?
Note: On Oct. 4, 2019, Voice of the Family, a coalition of pro-life and pro-family organizations, hosted a roundtable discussion in Rome to address critical questions for the Church and for the family on the eve of the Synod of Bishops for the Pan-Amazon region. Read LifeSiteNews’ report on this event here. Below is the full address given by Marco Tosatti.
Amazon Synod working doc backs Francis’s devastating claim that God wills ‘diversity of religions’
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/amazon-synod-working-doc-backs-francis-devastating-claim-that-god-wills-diversity-of-religions
By Marco Tosatti, October 4, 2019
Pope Francis has signed a document in Abu Dhabi that contains a sentence that has explosive consequences for the Catholic faith. Here it is: “The pluralism and diversity of religions, color, gender, race, and language are willed by God in His wisdom.” The implications of a sentence of this kind are evident: if God has willed — and the verb “willed” must be emphasized — that several religions should exist, it can be inferred that all religions are the divine will and therefore any person is free to choose the religion most suited to him, with a clear conscience, in the awareness of doing the will of God, and in consequence deserving of salvation at the end of his earthly life...if the religion — “willed” by God according to the document signed in Abu Dhabi — presupposes salvation and life after physical death.
Subsequently, at the general audience on Wednesday, April 3, 2019, Pope Francis uttered these words: “Why does God permit the existence of so many religions? God has willed to permit this: the theologians of scholasticism refer to the permissive will of God. God willed to permit this reality.” One might think, after the criticisms expressed by many, in particular Msgr. Athanasius Schneider in person to the reigning pontiff, that the pope had accepted the advice to modify the meaning of the declaration signed at Abu Dhabi. Yet the document remains what it is, in its full gravity, to the extent that a committee has been formed whose specific function is to circulate the document, without a gloss — i.e. including the offending sentence.

This sentence is profoundly wrong from a Christian, and Catholic, standpoint (also from a Hebrew standpoint, if we wish to go back even farther; also, I believe, from an Islamic standpoint). This sentence contradicts the fundamentals of the divine Revelation because in the Decalogue, God says: “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself any idol or image, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them” (Ex. 20:2–5).

Nor can it be asserted that a correction was later made by our Lord Jesus Christ, because Jesus himself provided a confirmation: “It is written: You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve none but Him” (Matt. 4:10). In this regard, both the First Commandment and subsequent affirmations of the Holy Scriptures in the New Testament have always been interpreted by the Catholic Church as follows: that it is the will of God, His positive will, that all men should worship only God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, the only Lord and God. The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches: “Since they express man’s fundamental duties towards God and towards his neighbour, the Ten Commandments reveal, in their primordial content, grave obligations. They are fundamentally immutable, and they oblige always and everywhere. No one can dispense with them. The Ten Commandments are engraved by God in the human heart” (section 2072).

What can be said? The reigning pontiff has for some time accustomed us to hearing from his own mouth questionable assertions of all kinds. However, this sentence has a particular value and is of serious gravity: it is written, signed, forms part of a document signed with a leader of another religion. From a pastoral viewpoint, this could be a bombshell of devastating effect. If there is no clarification — which will unfortunately not happen, knowing as we do the key protagonist in this matter — which should in reality be a recantation, the Catholic faithful will be left with the notion that they belong to one of the possible churches willed by God. Not the only Church, not the Church that points the way — alas, narrow — to eternal life, merely one of the possible churches.
At this juncture, therefore, one cannot imagine what value can be attributed by the reigning pontiff to the validity of the First Commandment in the Decalogue or what the pontiff may believe with regard to the divine obligation of all men, of their free will, to believe in and adore Jesus Christ as the sole savior of humanity. If we are to believe in the Gospel, God has commanded all men as follows: “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” (Matt. 17:5).

Free will has been given so that man is able to judge and choose, with complete freedom in deciding to follow and adore God in his truth, which, for Christians, is Christ, not to opt for any religion from a range of possibilities of equivalent value. Furthermore, one does not know — or indeed one knows only too well — what value the pontiff can ascribe to the Mission ad Gentes, after this sentence. Why do I have to become a missionary if all religions are willed by God?

Personally, I believe that this declaration is one of the most devastating sentences for Catholicism ever uttered by a pope and that it is a substantial affirmation of relativism. There is unfortunately confirmation of this in the instrumentum laboris for the Amazon Synod, to begin in the Vatican within the next few days. In this document, too, the figure and role of Christ as the sole savior and the Church as the path to eternal salvation are obscured by other concerns: ecology, listening to the indigenous tradition, the notion of the Amazon as a locus theologicus... A document judged with great severity by eminent scholars and cardinals.
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