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Cuttack Arch Bishop lives with woman, his juniors go anti-dalit and corrupt
https://www.nastiknation.org/news/2020/07/09/cuttack-arch-bishop-lives-with-woman-his-juniors-go-anti-dalit-and-corrupt/ 
July 8, 2020
In a letter to Nastik Nation, a parish priest in the Archdiocese of Cuttack Bhubaneswar, Kulakanta Dandasena, reveals all the maladministration and corruption taking place there. He accuses the clergy there of money-misuse, dalit discrimination and misuse of power. He also mentions Archbishop John Barwa’s waywardness with a woman during the occasion of lockdown on account of Covid pandemic.
Here is the unedited and full text of his letter to Nastik Nation:

The church authorities in the archdiocese of Cutback Bhubaneswar are playing foul with regard to its governance. Forceful transfers of priests have taken place without consultation which resulted discontentment among the Diocesan priests. I am a Diocesan 25 years, transferred 6 times in last 9 years. I was parish priest in 16 years and asst. Parish priests for 5 years. Pastoral center minister for 1 year. As an advocate I wish to do take up legal profession but I was not allowed to do that profession rather I was sent to St. John’s school Bamunigam as treasurer and again the authorities are sending me as an assistant to the Sankarakhole parish. Similarly other priest face the same situations.

Catholic Charities is one of the social wing for relief and rehabilitation and development of the Arch diocese. The Directors are changed 4 times during 8 years of the tenure of the metropolitan local ordinary .That the directors must be qualified but present Director is appointed from 2014 onwards who had no knowledge and its concept of development but he was an advocate holds a strong influence of the local ordinary . The donors made an internal assessment of the Catholic Charities in which they found out the breach of trust and stopped funding but found misuse of funds and corruption. I was blamed negotiating to stop their funding. Which I didn’t know the funding agencies like Miseror, MISSIO.

There is a strong caste discrimination faced by the dalit priests. There are over 90 priests belonging to dalits whereas a handful are tribals. Those who speak kui language are joining with the tribals. These so called mixed tribals create their territory and do not allow non dalits to that territory and they have placed all the tribal priests in important positions where the money is involved. These precarious situations made the dalits to come together and raise voice against the injustice.
Due to malgovernance of the local ordinary some of parish priests met the local ordinary John Barwa and expressed their discontentment that as per the Cannon 1748 the authorities before transfers must consult the parish priests .Presently Bishop Barwa did not follow the Cannon 1748 rather appointment was done in the circular without consultation. So parish priests like Fr. Santosh Singh parish priest, Bamunigaon, Fr. Angelo Ranosingh parish priest, Daringabadi, Fr. Manoranjan Singh Mondasore, parish priest. Rabi Sabhasundar Parish priest Pabingia, Fr. Chita Ranjan Nayak Parish priest, Balliguda objected such transfers vehemently.
But in another occasion the administration collected false information from people against the priests from the people and transferred four priests namely Fr. Santosh Singh, parish priest, Bamunigam, Fr. Pradeep Behera Principal St. John‘s School, Bamunigam and Fr. Kulakanta Dandasena and Fr. Angelo Ranasingh from their posts to a lower position. In the matters of administration of the Archdiocese of Cutback Bhubaneswar bishop John Peter Barwa is sickly. He says whenever he goes to Kandhamal he falls sick and he does not wish to go. In his tenure he has not completed pastoral visits to all the 36 parishes where majority of believers are there. Believers complain that why Bishop is not making pastoral visits. His trip outside India will be more than a year in last 8 years.

There is a gap between bishop and the priests. He does not follow ecclesiastical norms but looks for his personal interests. He lacks prudence in financial administration. The donors like Missio Expressed their dissatisfaction and discontinued their supporting who were supporting the Diocese more than 30 years for the growth and development of the Diocese.
In my 25 years of priesthood I noticed the present church authorities lack prudence and integrity. Only blaming does not help building the community. These authorities must respect the rights of the priests and their dignity. 

The authorities must not exercise undue interference in the lives of the priests rather they should provide facilities to bring peace. Jesus our master faced a society which was divided and there was exploitation by the exploiters. Similarly present authorities must exercise such principles which builds the future community. Due to the malgovernance the faithful suffer a lot that can be remedied without delay.

Prior to the lockdown Archbishop John Barwa SVD had gone to Chhattisgarh. He neither informed in the circular nor informed anybody in the archbishops office, Bhubaneswar. The lockdown started in March 25th onwards and he was in private house of a lady love who used to visit Bishop Barwa regularly. His relationship with that lady was a scandal to the Archdiocese. However he spent all the lockdown period with her.
Matters regarding this has been informed to the church higher authorities but it seems they remain like deaf ears. To sort out the differences
a group of people wanted to meet but he avoided them twice. A lot of lies from his mouth is told to keep the believers away from the truth.

Kulakanta Dandasena

Readers’ comments

1. Being a priest in the same archdiocese, I can understand well enough the anguish of Fr. Kulakanta and several other priests, nuns and the laity. What have been written here present only a small portion of the whole lot of unwanted, immoral and scandalizing things happening in the archdiocese of Cuttack-Bhubaneswar, Odisha, during Abp. John Barwa….The latest one is about the lady cook in the Archbishop’s House, that she has been many ways exploited there, even sexually abused. It’s a grievous matter of public talk that she was taken to clinic for wash, after link with priests and archbishop. One of the priests has already accepted his mistake in this connection. The lady was sent out for some time, and again called back. These things and more have been damaging the archdiocese badly. If proper investigation is carried out it would reveal the real truth. However, the church authorities have not shown any interest and not given importance to this alarming situation. At least they could have made a genuine inquiry. Instead, they are getting controlled by the lies of the archbishop and a hand full of council members. –Fr. Augustine Singh Ph.D.
2. It’s very sad to experience that the caste system is strong in Catholic religion and religious institutions and even becoming stronger and stronger day by day.
In fact, I experience not only caste discrimination but also there is very strong feelings and discrimination among the priests and authorities on the basis of language and region or area in the archdiocese of Cuttack-Bhubaneswar, Odisha. Thus, it’s seen vividly in appointment and sharing of responsibility and unusual transfer, shared by Fr. Kulkanta.
The capability of a person or a qualified person is not made use of and ignored due to the discrimination. Some responsibility is shared among themselves first and some are shared to Dalit, who are in line of the mindset of the discriminatory authorities. (Here I would correct the above statement of Fr. Kulkanta, due to type mistake’… do not allow non dalits to that territory.’ it’s Dalit…not non Dalit.)
There are 24 commissions in the archdiocese, which are paralysed…no commission is found active except one or two. I know two commissions out of those many like holy childhood, and youth were active few years back but now completely dead. I think these are active in black and white but not in reality.
With regard to archbishop, I find dumb and numb because I never imagine that he will be found missing during the time of holy week and Easter season. A worse thing is that nobody knows about his disappearance. No information in his letter, WhatsApp group or any other means. When people wanted to know…there were many versions from his office. Why so …I am not clarified still. Secondly when he was asked he said I am in paloti house, bilashpur but that also came false in the inquiry.
A man doesn’t want to come to Kandhamal for his pastoral visit showing his health problems but he can vanish during the holy week, Easter season, and pandemic Covid-19. What kind of shepherd, he is?
I suppose this year due to Covid-19, Pope Francis said, the bishop can have chrism mass according to their own convenience time during the season but till now I haven’t seen it in the archdiocese diocese, there was mention I his letter that he will celebrate with some priests, but later no news about this celebration, that he celebrated the chrism mass and the priests are requested to collect the blessed oil or the blessed oil will be sent through or distributed by…. nothing of that short is mentioned. So I could say till now it’s not done. Is he shepherd of religiosity, keeper and promoter of Catholic faith?
When I see all these, I regret of my vocation and life. –Fr. Aswin
3. It is really very unfortunate to learn the unpleasant situation that we are undergoing in the archdiocese Cuttack-Bhubaneswar. In the archdiocese most of the priests are surprised to know the silence and indifferent attitude of the shepherd. As Fr. Kulokanta Dandasena has elaborated the current existing situations in the archdiocese Cuttack-Bhubaneswar. Our archbishop was absent in the archdiocese more than 25 days. Usually his program was circulated earlier but those days it was kept hidden, nobody knew. There were different opinions among the responsible persons. such as Fr. Prasana Pradhan Vg, said archbishop has gone to Bangalore, Fr. Mrutyunjaya Digal, the treasurer of the diocese, said he is in Jharsuguda, Fr. Pradosh chandra Nayak Vg, said he is in chhatisgada and Fr. Tapan Baliarsingh secretary to archbishop said he is in Jharsuguda but when archbishop was contacted, he himself said I’m in Bilaspur. Why there were different opinions with regard to his absence. And why in his Long absence no one was entrusted, what could be the reasons to keep secret of his absence.


Secondly, as our Holy Father, during this covid-19 pandemic time had directed to all the bishops to have chrism mass in their respective dioceses according to their own convenient time. In our archdiocese circular was circulated and in it mentioned that chrism mass will celebrated but there after no news with regard to chrism mass whether it was celebrated. If it is done why no distribution of holy oils.
Thirdly, there is discrimination and partiality on transfer of priests. No transfer policy, no consultation, and most of the transfer is made forcefully, with revengeful attitude. It happened to seven priests in 2018-2019. Because no consultation, transfer list was not prepared by transfer team, before transfer letter were drafted and send to individual priest it was circulated in what’s app, it was not discussed in diocesan council but written “as per the discussion and decisions of diocesan council here by you are appointed “. Because of these reasons seven priests met archbishop, and he himself said that it was not properly done. And all of sudden in the middle of the year in the month of November, transfer letter were sent again to four priests. Request was made by me for few days to get ready to hand over to the new parish priest but request was rejected. It was public humiliation for the priests namely Fr. Santosh Singh, Fr. Pradeep Behera and Fr. Kulokanta Dandasena from Bamunigam parish and Fr. Angelo Ranasingh from Daringbadi parish when we left for new parishes. It was very shocking and sad local goons and police personals were called on that day. I personally requested archbishop to let me know the reasons of my transfer and on which ground I’m transferred but I was not heard.
The talents and capabilities of individual priest are not made use. Some are constantly gets transferred from one place to the other, in the same time few are there in a same place for a long time despite lot of allegations.
Fourthly, our shepherd expected to be fatherly and motherly but he has no time for his own priests to listen to them, faithful to lead in the spiritual atmosphere and archdiocese for it’s holistic growth. There is no proper administration in all the areas of archdiocese for it’s growth.
Fifthly, there is no pastoral planning for the archdiocese, no plans for the promotion of faith of the faithful, no use of all the commissions as a result all the commissions are inactive and dead.
Sixthly, there is no attitude of caring, healing, understanding, forgiving from the part of archbishop.
I pray to the almighty God that our archdiocese may be governed and taken care well which all may experience.-Fr. Angelo Ranasingh
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Indian archbishop calls priest’s accusations of mismanagement ‘baseless’
https://cruxnow.com/church-in-asia/2020/08/indian-archbishop-calls-priests-accusations-of-mismanagement-baseless/ 
Nirmala Carvalho, Mumbai, August 28, 2020
An archbishop in India has called accusations by a priest of his archdiocese “baseless, concocted and lack[ing] authenticity.”
Archbishop John Barwa of Cuttack-Bhubaneswar was responding to a letter published by Father Kulakanta Dandasena on Nastik Nation, a website promoting atheism in India.

In his letter, Dandasena accuses the archdiocese of financial mismanagement and discrimination against clergy from a Dalit background – the lowest class in the Hindu caste system – and the priest makes allegations that the archbishop is involved in a “scandalous” relationship with a woman.
In a statement to the archdiocese, Barwa said the letter was “unchristian, cynical and divisive.”
“The blatant accusations articulated in the letter are made to tarnish the good reputation of the priests of the archdiocese and myself. To the best of my knowledge, the allegations are baseless, concocted and lack authenticity. I am shocked by the divisive aspersions raised against the priestly fraternity by [Father] Kulakanta in bluntly stating that the priests of the archdiocese are divided based of their ethnic origin,” the archbishop wrote.
Dandasena has been a priest in the archdiocese for 25 years, and in his letter complained about his frequent transfers between parishes and the refusal of the archbishop to allow him to practice in the legal profession.

Barwa said it was “very unfortunate on his part and unbecoming of him as a senior priest of the Archdiocese to make such an insensitive statement.”

“As we know the priests working in the diocese together with the bishop form a body and they have a responsibility to work together for the good of faithful. Any priest attempting to divide the presbyterium based on ethnic origin or language or caste is violating the promises he made at the time of his priestly ordination and renewed every year at the Chrism Mass,” Barwa continued.
The archbishop also noted that the letter was published by an atheistic website, saying it “raises questions on his intentions and integrity.”

“I consider this a serious aberration of the priestly commitment to follow Christ. I condemn his letter of criticising the archdiocese and its members as well as his publishing it in the secular and atheistic publication,” Barwa said.
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