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OCTOBER 4, 2018
The Vatican obelisk and the all-seeing eye – Are they Masonic symbols?
Someone sent me a query wondering if the “all-seeing eye” at St. Blaise Church, Amboli, Andheri, Mumbai (below) is Freemasonic. It is not.
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The “all-seeing eye” on the dollar bill
Freemasonry - The Brotherhood, The Lodge, The Craft

http://www.inplainsite.org/html/freemasonry.html EXTRACT
By Carol Brooks (Protestant)
The eye in the pyramid (inscribed on the dollar bill) is often cited as ‘proof’ that Masons are somehow involved in a gigantic conspiracy to impose a new world order. However the pyramid is not a Masonic symbol and the eye is an ancient symbol of the "Eye of Providence" occasionally found on very old cathedrals such as The Aachen Cathedral in Germany, constructed more than a thousand years ago. The words "Annuit Coeptis" found on the dollar bill is translated by the U.S. State Department as He has favored our undertakings. The [Freemasonic] Lodge does use the symbol of an eye in a triangle, called the All-Seeing Eye.

The “All-Seeing Eye”

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/his/viewanswer.asp?QID=96
April 27, 2008

This past weekend I was at a Catholic retreat where the Priest was giving a lecture on the various symbols that satanists use. He showed the "All-Seeing-Eye" within the triangle and said that it is a satanic symbol. 

Ironically enough, I then went into the chapel and saw the symbol as one of the icons lining the altar. I asked him about it and he said that I bring up a good question as to its origins, he wasn't really sure and said that maybe some early Catholics didn't know the meaning of the symbol. I've seen it on a hat that Aleister Crowley wore in a famous picture of him. 

Did the symbol originate with the Catholics and then Satanists steal it to pervert it? I can see where a triangle could represent the Trinity and the eye of God watching all. It just confuses me as to why Satanists would use the symbol as well as Catholics? 

The priest also said that one time he put on a vestment and the vestment had an upside-down triangle with an eye on it, which confused him as well. –Matthew
The "all-seeing-eye" does not have its origin in Satanism. The origins of this symbol go way back to ancient Egyptian mythology as the Eye of Horus (an Egyptian god). It has also been used by the Buddhist.

The Buddhists were the first to associate the eye with a triangle symbolizing a trinity called the Triple Gem. These are things the Buddhists take refuge in and seek guidance. For them the trinity was Buddha (the enlightenment within man), the Dhamma (the teaching), and the Sangha (the community). Interestingly enough this Buddhist trinity is similar to the Christian Trinity as Father (Buddha), Son (the logos / teaching), and Holy Spirit (the community).

In all cases that I know of the eye is a symbol of God in some fashion.

The symbol on the U.S. Dollar bill was placed there as a symbol of God looking down upon the American experiment with approval. The eye in Freemasonry represents the all-seeing eye of God.

The all-seeing eye as we typically see it today first appeared somewhere around the 17th century. In modern depictions the triangle is specifically associated with the Christian concept of Trinity.

As for Satanist, the people in Satanism have borrowed all sorts of symbolism to pervert to their own purposes. Satanists also use the symbol of the Cross. Does this make the Cross satanic? 

If all a Satanist had to do is adopt a Christian symbol for themselves and thus we couldn't use it anymore because it is now "satanic", we would have no symbols left. 

It is also claimed that the upside-down Cross is satanic. It is not. The upside-down Cross is actually the symbol of Peter who was crucified upside down. One will find upside-down crosses in churches and even on some of the papal chairs. That is because it is the symbol of Peter and a symbol of humility, not of Satan.

Actually it is rarely Satanist who use the upside-down cross, but non-Satanists who interpret it as satanic. The reason for that was because non-Catholic Christian writers misinterpreted the symbol and presumed it was satanic. The misinterpretation caught on, even among Satanists today who may use it now that it has been given an anti-Christian meaning by Christians.

The downward pointed triangle is also not satanic. The downward pointed triangle refers to a Chalice (that contains the Blood of our Lord) and to water (water flows downward) implying the grace that comes of heaven. It may also stand for the womb (from which Christ was born).

I am sorry, but this priest really does not know what is talking about but is merely repeating urban legends. –Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
God's All-Seeing Eye Isn't Masonic
https://www.catholic.com/qa/gods-all-seeing-eye-isnt-masonic
By Peggy Frye, January 15, 2018

Q: Why is there an all-seeing eye symbol in the stained-glass window of a Catholic parish in my hometown?
A: Contrary to what many people think, the all-seeing eye in Christian art is not a Masonic symbol but represents the all-seeing eye of the omnipotent God, who sees all things. When surrounded by a triangle, it symbolizes the Trinity.
Psalm 33:18: "But the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear him, on those whose hope is in his unfailing love."
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eye_of_Providence 

The Eye of Providence (or the all-seeing eye of God) is a symbol, having its origin in Christian iconography, showing an eye often surrounded by rays of light or a glory and usually enclosed by a triangle. It represents the eye of God watching over humanity (the concept of divine providence).

In 1782, the Eye of Providence was adopted as part of the symbolism on the reverse side of the Great Seal of the United States. It was first suggested as an element of the Great Seal by the first of three design committees in 1776 and is thought to be the suggestion of the artistic consultant, Pierre Eugene du Simitiere.

Today the Eye of Providence is sometimes associated with Freemasonry, although it is a Christian symbol. Often in Freemasonry, however, it is shown with a cloud rather than a trinitarian triangle. The Eye first appeared as part of the standard iconography of the Freemasons in 1797, with the publication of Thomas Smith Webb's Freemasons Monitor. Here, it represents the all-seeing eye of God and is a reminder that humanity's thoughts and deeds are always observed by God (who is referred to in Masonry as the Great Architect of the Universe). Typically, the Masonic Eye of Providence has a semi-circular glory below it. Sometimes this Masonic Eye is enclosed by a triangle.
Popular among conspiracy theorists is the claim that the Eye of Providence shown atop an unfinished pyramid on the Great Seal of the United States indicates the influence of Freemasonry in the founding of the United States. However, common Masonic use of the Eye dates to 14 years after the creation of the Great Seal. Furthermore, among the members of the various design committees for the Great Seal, only Benjamin Franklin was a Mason (and his ideas for the seal were not adopted). Indeed, many Masonic organizations have explicitly denied any connection to the creation of the Seal.

*
[image: image4.jpg]



The obelisk at the Vatican

Demons, curses, deliverance and spiritual warfare

http://sine-glossa.blogspot.in/search/label/Demons%20-%20Incubi%20Succubi%20etc. EXTRACT
By Fr. Finbarr Flanagan OFM, February 6, 2014

THE BRIEF OR LETTER OF ST ANTHONY
On 13th June we keep the feast of St Anthony, Patron of the Franciscan Missions, and thousands of clients all over the world make a practice of wearing or carrying on their persons a copy of the famous Brief of St Anthony, believing that by so doing they ensure for themselves his powerful protection against danger to soul and body.  It is related that a poor Portuguese woman, almost demented by grief and troubled by demons, resolved to put an end to her life by throwing herself into the River Tagus.  One her way to the river, as she was passing a shrine of St Anthony, she felt herself inspired to cast herself down on her knees for a moment to breathe, as she thought, a last prayer in memory of the saint, who was her fellow countryman.  While kneeling at the foot of the statue, she fell into a deep sleep.  In her sleep she seemed to see the saint handing her a paper and saying, “Arise woman and take this paper which will free you from the Evil one”.  On awakening she was amazed to see in her hands a piece of paper bearing the words (in Latin)

BEHOLD THE CROSS OF THE LORD! FLEE YOU HOSTILE POWERS!  

THE LION OF THE TRIBE OF JUDA, THE ROOT OF DAVID HAS CONQUERED!

ALLELUIA!

When the poor woman’s story spread abroad, great curiosity was aroused and everyone was anxious to see the famous scroll.  Finally King Denis, wishing to preserve the precious writing in the royal archives, took possession of it.  The poor woman immediately fell again into temptation and despaired, but on receiving a copy of the Brief from the king, she was again cured and preserved from despair to the end of her life.  Since then copies of the Brief have been made in thousands and spread among clients of St Anthony all over the world.  It has been printed on paper and on linen, stamped out in aluminium and in iron, and cast or engraved in bronze, silver or gold:  it is engraved on the obelisk which stands in the square in front of St Peter’s in Rome.  The brief is very scriptural.  See Apocalypse 5:5*
*http://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-anthonys-brief.html
Pope Sixtus V caused the efficacious lines to be inscribed on an obelisk, which he had erected in the quadrangle in front of Saint Peter's.
*https://www.fisheaters.com/stanthonysbrief.html
Part of these words from the Apocalypse are also inscribed at the top of the obelisk that sits in St. Peter's Square. The obelisk had been in Rome since A.D. 37, set up in what is believed by many to have been the site of the divisional wall (spina) of Caligula's Circus, where Nero's massacre of Christians took place in A.D. 67. Pope Sixtus V moved the obelisk to its present position in a move that

...celebrated the triumph of the Faith of Christ, St Peter and the apostles over pagan superstition. The proximity of the obelisk to the old basilica had always been resented as something of a provocation, almost as a slight to the Christian religion. It had stood there like a false idol, as it were vaingloriously, on what was believed to be the center of the accursed circus where the early Christians and St Peter had been put to death. Its sides, then as now, were graven with dedications to Augustus and Tiberius. On its summit was a bronze sphere believed to contain the ashes of Julius Caesar. When taken down, the sphere proved to be solid. Nevertheless, Sixtus had a bronze cross put in its place (in 1740, after repairs, a piece of the True Cross was inserted in one of the arms). Solemnly the pope had the heathen spirit of the obelisk exorcised. 'Impio cultu dicatum' he carved upon the base as a reminder of what the needle once represented, and 'Ecce Crux Domini fugite partes adverase' in proud defiance of Luther and the reformed Churches. 2 
2. "Saint Peter's", by James Lees-Milne, 1967
Use of pagan symbols

http://www.saint-mike.net/qa/fs/viewanswer.asp?QID=193 
September 19, 2004

You mention that certain Christian symbolism was used and turned the opposite way in occultism to be used the wrong way in adoring false gods. You also mentioned that certain symbolism that were used in the church came from other sources but were Christianized with time to prove that our God it the ONLY and Almighty God. 
When is this change done in our faith and how to make that change? And mostly, when are these symbolisms accepted into the church officially, I mean Christianized. Could you please elaborate if you can and give us an example of what is now symbolically used that was Christianized. –Sandy
There are many symbols used by the Church that have origins elsewhere. The Cross itself was a pagan symbol hundreds of years before the Passion of Christ.

In St. Peter's Square is an obelisk that is of pagan origins. It was moved to the square and topped with a Christian Cross. In essence this symbolizes the victory of Christianity over the pagan Romans.

Christmas is celebrated on December 25th not because that is the birthday of Jesus, which it is not, but to counter the pagan festivals of the winter equinox.

Those are just a few examples of thousands of symbols co-opted into Christianity. 

As for giving the amount of detail that you want, I am sorry, but there just isn't the time to research when, where, and how each of even a small number of these symbols came to be. 

It is not really important when, where, and how; it is only important to know that the Church is not pagan and any symbol that has pagan origins was Christianized by the Church either as a symbol of the Christian God conquering the pagan gods, or as a means to evangelize peoples who were used to these symbols. -Bro. Ignatius Mary OMSM
Vatican Obelisk: Symbol of the Conquering Power of the Church

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=553#more-553 

By Susan Brinkmann, February 2, 2011
GH asks: "I have a question about a large obelisk located outside of St. Peter’s basilica in Rome. I have read that new agers believe that obelisks embody the very presence of Lucifer. Why would our Holy Mother Church allow an obelisk to be erected just outside of St. Peter’s basilica?"

This is an excellent question which I found very interesting to research.

The obelisk has different meanings depending on the culture. Its name comes from the Greek work obeliskos, which is derived from obelos meaning "needle", and is usually made of a single piece of stone (a monolith).

For pagans, the obelisk was a solar symbol that represented a vital flow between heaven and earth, a way of communicating with the divine. The ancient Egyptians regarded them as symbols of the sun god Ra and placed them in pairs at the entrance to their temples.

The obelisk is also regarded in the occult as a phallic symbol. When it is erected inside a circle, this is supposedly representative of the sex act. (The Vatican obelisk is erected within a circle, but this circle is actually a sun dial.)

Masons have a similar view of the obelisk. One Masonic writer, H.L. Haywood, writes: "In some cases these crude rock pillars were thought to be the abodes of gods or demons: in others, homes of ghosts; and often as symbols of sex. Of the last-named usage one writer has said that pillars of stone, when associated with worship, have been from time immemorial regarded as symbols of the active and passive, the generative and fecundating principles, twin builders and supporters of the heavens…"

The graves of Masons can often be spotted in graveyards because many of them have headstones carved in the shape of an obelisk.
According to the website of St. Peter’s Basilica, the obelisk standing in St. Peter’s Square came from Heliopolis, Egypt where it was believed to have been built by the Pharaoh Mencares in 1835 B.C. in honor of the sun. It is hewn from a single block of pink granite and stands 25.31 m high on a base that is 8.25 m wide. It was brought to Rome by Caligula in 37 B.C. and intended to be erected in the Vatican Circus.

"Here it was a silent witness of the martyrdom of St. Peter and many other Christians," the site explains.

In 1586, Pope Sixtus V had it moved to the center of St. Peter’s Square, an enormous undertaking that required more than 900 workmen, 140 horses and 44 winches.

The large metal ball on the top of the obelisk was long thought to contain the ashes of Julius Caesar, but during the relocation process, this ball was removed and found to be empty. The Pope replaced the ball with a cross containing a relic of the true Cross because he wanted to put an end to this "impure superstition" by means of the invincible cross. Originally inscribed to "Divine Augustus" and "Divine Tiberius" it was rededicated to the Holy Cross – “Christus Vincit, Christus Regnat, Christus Imperat. Christus ab omni malo plebem suam defendat.”
I found it very interesting to note that the Vatican’s obelisk has formulas of exorcism inscribed into the east and west sides.

The obelisk in St. Peter’s Square may have come from a pagan culture but it has been thoroughly "baptized" and now stands where it does as an expression of the conquering power of the Church.
The secrets of the Vatican Obelisk in St. Peter’s Square
http://www.voxmundi.eu/secrets-vatican-obelisk/ 

The obelisk is a memorial monument from ancient Egypt: made in stone, it symbolizes a ray of sunshine; in Italian we use the ancient Greek word obelìskos or “needle”.
The oldest obelisks date back to 2,000 B.C., they can be of various dimensions and they celebrated divinities, pharaohs and the deceased.

Why is there an Egyptian obelisk in St. Peter’s Square?
The obelisk that originally embellished Caligula’s circus was moved in front of the façade of the Basilica of Saint Peter (which was under construction at the time) by Pope Sixtus V in 1586, to celebrate the triumph of the Church over paganism and heresy. The obelisk was “Christianized” with inscriptions and with the symbols of the Sistine coat of arms: the lions, the three mountains and a bronze cross, which in the 18th century was embellished with the relic of the True Cross.

The rationalization of the space in front of the Basilica will be completed centuries later with Gian Lorenzo Bernini’s colonnade and Via della Conciliazione.

The numbers of the Vatican Obelisk
Of the 13 ancient obelisks in Rome, the Vatican Obelisk is the second largest after the one that can be found in front of the Archbasilica of St. John Lateran.

Being devoid of Egyptian symbols (hieroglyphs), its paternity was in doubt; thanks to sources we know that it was commissioned by Amenemhet II for the city of Heliopolis (northeast of Cairo) and is therefore about 4000 years old.

It is a block of red granite 25.31 meters tall and, with its base, reaches a height of 33.56 meters. It weighs 330 tons (the base alone weighs 175).

The obelisk was initially located where the current Sacristy of St. Peter’s stands, and Pope Sisto’s architect, Domenico Fontana, employed 13 months in moving it, using a wooden castle structure connected to ropes and winches, and the driving force of 900 men and 75 horses.

Transported to Rome on a ship filled with lentils
With the conquest of Egypt by Octavian in 30 B.C., the Romans obtained vast spoils of war.

The Vatican obelisk was first transported to Alexandria under the orders of Octavianus, who dedicated it to Julius Caesar. Between 37 and 41 A.D. it finally arrived in Rome because Caligula wanted it in his private circus, and he dedicated it to his predecessors, Augustus “son of the divine Julius” and Tiberius “son of the divine Augustus”.

The obelisk travelled across the Mediterranean on an 80-metre long ship, loaded with 1,000 tons of lentils to protect it, and after transporting its prestigious cargo the ship was filled with pozzuolana (porous volcanic ash) and sunk in the Port of Ostia in order to build a pier.

After the burning of Rome Nero unleashed the first persecution of the Christian community, in which St. Peter died, crucified in the Vatican Circus, under the Egyptian obelisk.

The obelisk and the solstice: the sundial in St. Peter’s Square
In 1817 the pavement of St. Peter’s Square was inlaid with a compass rose and a sundial. The shadow cast by the obelisk marks the movements of the sun at midday on the signs of the zodiac: and on the two discs at the ends we can observe the two solstices, both that of summer and that of winter.
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