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By Susan Brinkmann, from the Women of Grace blog, 2008-2015
Study finds many Americans blending Christianity with New Age beliefs
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=3592  

By Susan Brinkmann, December 10, 2009

A new study has found that many Americans like to “mix and match” their spirituality, often blending Christianity with Eastern religions and New Age beliefs.

According to a survey of more than 4,000 American adults by the Pew Research Center’s Forum on Religion and Public Life, large numbers of Americans engage in multiple religious practices, regularly attending worship services at more than one faith or denomination and preferring to “build their own” religion by blending elements from diverse traditions.

“Underscoring the spiritual ‘openness’ of American religious life, the survey finds that many blend Christianity with Eastern or New Age beliefs such as reincarnation, astrology and the presence of spiritual energy in physical objects,” the report says. “And sizeable minorities of all major U.S. religious groups say they have experienced supernatural phenomena, such as being in touch with the dead or with ghosts.”

Other key findings include: 

• Among Christians, who make up an overwhelming majority of Americans, roughly one-in-five Protestants (18%) say they attend non-Protestant services, and the same percentage of Catholics (18%) say they sometimes attend non-Catholic services.

• Nearly half the public (49%) says they have had a “religious or mystical experience,” more than twice as high as in a 1962 Gallup survey (22%). In fact, religious and mystical experiences are more common today among those who are unaffiliated with any particular religion (30%) than they were in the 1960s among the public as a whole.

• One in four Americans say they believe in Eastern and New Age ideas such as reincarnation, yoga as a spiritual exercise, astrology, and the notion that a spiritual energy permeates all of creation.

 • Three in 10 Americans say they believe they have been in touch with someone who has died with one in five saying they believe they have been in the presence of a ghost.

• Sixteen percent expressed a belief in occult powers such as the “evil eye” and the ability to curse and cast spells.

“It’s as much now the norm as it is the exception for Americans to blend multiple religious beliefs and practices,” said Alan Cooperman, associate director for research at the Pew Forum.

Scott Thumma, sociologist at the Hartford Institute for Religion Research, told The Associated Press that “culture, pop culture and the Internet are probably more powerful teachers than Sunday school teachers.”
One participant in the survey, Maryann Bogus, 59, of Kingsport, TN, would probably agree. She told The Associated Press that she attends an evangelical Christian church twice a week and still believes in reincarnation even though her church teaches otherwise. She also believes in astrology, yoga, and spiritual energies, which she learned from “watching TV and listening” and sees no conflict between these beliefs and her Christianity.

Is Your New Year in the Stars?
http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=20#more-20
By Susan Brinkmann, January 6, 2010
It’s that time of year again when astrologers come crawling out of the woodwork to make their predictions.

CBS featured astrologer Susan Miller who made all kinds of predictions based on the usual astrological mumbo-jumbo. For instance, Ms. Miller predicts the economic situation won’t improve for several more years "because Saturn is at the bottom of the chart and it doesn’t leave until Oct. 2012." President Obama is a Leo, she says, but because "Mars is in retrograde" until March, he won’t be able to get much done until after that time. However, between March 10 and June 7, "he’s gangbusters" she says, and will be able to get a lot done because everyone will start to love him again.  

Astrologer Barbara Goldsmith says this will be the "biggest year of our lives" because of how the planets are moving. The U.S. "is having a Pluto return" and the last time this happened was during the American Revolution. (When I heard this prediction, I couldn’t help but wonder if it mattered that Pluto is no longer considered to be a bona-fide planet.)
I must admit, watching astrologers make serious predictions about 2010 on television was like hearing about an impending terror attack by someone dressed in a clown suit. Are we supposed to take this seriously?

Unfortunately, millions of Americans do and invest billions in the horoscope business every year. Many of them do so for kicks, but some really believe in this stuff.

Like I once did, many people confuse astrology with astronomy, not knowing that the two disciplines are worlds apart. While astronomy is based on science, astrology is an ancient Babylonian occult practice that has no basis in science.

As an example of just how far removed astrology is from science consider the fact that it is based on just five planets with the other two – and poor demoted Pluto – being factored in at the whim of the astrologer.

As Fr. Mitch Pacwa explains in his book, Catholics and the New Age, these previously unknown planets "are considered to have unknown influences. This lack of knowledge lets each astrologer make up his or her own interpretation of these planetary influences. As my Baha’i astrology teachers often said, 'Where there is confusion, there is possibility'."

Fr. Pacwa, who was once a serious practitioner of astrology, also points out that the astrological calculations which determine individual horoscope signs are also off by varying degrees, resulting in each of us having to move our horoscopes back one full sign in order to be accurate.

If that’s not enough to convince us to save our money, we really should listen to Scripture when it comes to temptations to rely on the stars for knowledge about our future.

"Let the astrologers stand forth to save you, the stargazers who forecast at each new moon what would happen to you. Lo, they are like stubble, fire consumes them; they cannot save themselves from the spreading flames. This is no warming ember, no fire to sit before. Thus do your wizards serve you with whom you have toiled from your youth; each wanders his own way, with none to save you" (Isaiah 47: 12-15).

"And when you look up to the heavens and behold the sun or the moon or any star among the heavenly hosts, do not be led astray into adoring them and serving them." (Deuteronomy 4:19)

See also Deuteronomy 17:3, 18:9-12, 2 Kings 17:16; Jeremiah 10:2; Acts 7:42

The Catechism is also very clear about the use of horoscopes, calling it a form of divination which must be rejected along with "recourse to Satan or demons, conjuring up the dead or other practices falsely supposed to 'unveil' the future. 

Consulting horoscopes, astrology, palm reading, interpretation of omens and lots, the phenomena of clairvoyance, and recourse to mediums all conceal a desire for power over time, history, and, in the last analysis, other human beings, as well as a wish to conciliate hidden powers. They contradict the honor, respect, and loving fear that we owe to God alone." [CCC 2116]

Too many people see no harm in reading a horoscope once in a while, but the spiritual masters disagree.

Writing in a pastoral letter on spiritual warfare, the Most Reverend Donald W. Montrose, Bishop of Stockton, California counseled: "Even though millions of people follow horoscopes with greater or lesser interest, this is still a type of fortune telling. Even if you say you do not believe in horoscopes, and only read your own for fun, you should abandon this practice. The daily horoscope can easily influence us from time to time. It is a way in which we open ourselves to the occult."

When it comes to the occult, a tiny opening is all it takes.

As St. Teresa of Avila, Doctor of the Church, once warned: "The devil, through very small things, drills holes through which very large things enter."

Much more detailed information about Astrology/Horoscopes is available in our booklet series, Learn to Discern: Is it Christian or New Age, available here: http://womenofgrace.com/catalog/product_info.php?products_id=933
Witchcraft and Astrology declared legal professions in Romania

http://womenofgrace.com/newage/?p=433#more-433   

By Susan Brinkmann, January 5, 2011

The nation of Romania has decided to recognize the work of witches and astrologists, but not because they believe in these dark arts – they’re just plain strapped for cash.

The Associated Press is reporting that effective January 1, the Romanian government will officially recognize the work of witches and astrologers which means they must now pay income taxes.

The new guidelines, which also apply to embalmers, valets and driving instructors, is part of a nationwide effort to crack down on widespread tax evasion.

As expected, the measure is not going over very well with the nation’s witches. One of them, a witch named Bratara, told a top Romanian TV station website that she plans to cast a spell using black pepper and yeast to cause discord in the government.

Believe it or not, such threats carry weight in this county (remember, this is the home of Dracula) where even the nation’s top politicians are involved in the occult.

A perfect example is last year’s presidential election when the loser, Mircea Geoana, claimed his opponent, Traian Basescu, employed the services of a clairvoyant who attacked him with "negative energy" prior to a crucial debate in which he became confused and was unable to focus.

According to the Boston Globe, Romanians at first mocked Geoana, calling him a sore loser, until photos surfaced that showed a well-known parapsychologist named Aliodor Manolea standing close to Basescu during the debate. Manolea’s specialties are said to include deep mind control, clairvoyance, and hypnotic trance. Surprisingly, Basescu never denied the accusations, saying only that the clairvoyant was not included in campaign staff meetings.
In this part of the Balkans, people believe in the evil eye, witch doctors, and other occult forces which they claim can be used to launch mystical energy attacks on opponents and sap victims of their strength – or in Geoana’s case, their mental acuity.

Another example occurred in neighboring Serbia where a former army spokesman was discharged after divulging that the military had employed a parapsychology unit in the 1990s that launched psychic attacks on the United States and other enemies. "Group 69," which the spokesman said included publicly known fortune tellers and witches, claimed to have inflicted "heavy losses" against the enemy. 

Neither the Serbian government nor the military has ever issued a denial of these claims.

The Globe reports that another Serbian leader, Radovan Karadzic, who is currently on trial in The Hague for his alleged participation in the Srebrenica massacre during the Bosnian war that left almost 40,000 dead, was also a believer in witchcraft who actively participated in paranormal activities. Interestingly, Karadzic was arrested in 2008 in Belgrade – disguised as a New Age guru.

Study: Horoscopes Can Give You a Bad Attitude
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=26386#more-26386
By Susan Brinkmann, December 16, 2013

A new study has found that people who avidly follow their horoscopes are more likely to abandon their commitments and be self-indulgent, especially if they are predicted to have a bad day.

The Daily Mail is reporting on a study by Johns Hopkins University and the University of South Caroline which found that people who believe in horoscopes and their inability to change their fate are much more tempted to change plans or renege on responsibilities than people who don’t look to the stars for direction in life.

Researchers gave people a pessimistic horoscope, then asked them to choose between going to a party or cleaning house. Those who believed in horoscopes were more likely to choose the party while non-believers chose to stay home and clean.

“Human nature drives us to believe in our own fate,” said the authors of the study, Hyeongmin Kim, Katina Kulow and Thomas Kramer.

“Conventional wisdom might suggest that for people who believe they can change their fate, an unfavorable horoscope should result in an attempt to improve their fate. Our results showed that reading an unfavorable horoscope actually has the opposite effect on a person.”

For those who believed in the star signs, “trying to resist the unfavorable horoscope required mental resources and so left them open to temptation,” the Mail explains. “Participants who believed in a fixed fate did not exert any mental energy on the subject, so were able to stay focused on the day ahead.”

The study is scheduled for publication in the Journal of Consumer Research.
You’ll never read a horoscope the same way again after learning the facts about this make-believe “science” in our Our Learn to Discern booklet – Astrology/Horoscopes.

Here They Come! Another Round of Bad Horoscopes
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=26931#more-26931
By Susan Brinkmann, January 6, 2014

They’re back – those useless 2014 horoscope predictions that somehow manage to garner millions of readers.

Take mine, for instance. I’m supposedly a “Leo”, and my horoscope for 2014 is full of warnings about how I need to watch how I express myself because the “stars” are calling for me to experience a lot of irritation and impatience this year. But don’t despair! My “significant other” is going to be right there at my side, “nurtured” by my “sweet speech”.

Is this stuff for real? I experience irritation and impatience with something just about every day. For instance, we just had the seventh snowfall of the season (and it’s only January) and I can’t even see my car right now, let alone use it to get anywhere. Yes, that’s irritating. And I suspect I’m going to get very impatient when I finally dig my way out just as the snowplow comes through and plows me in again.

Poor Geminis also got a so-so prediction for this year and were warned to “watch for tempers and try to not let irritations get the best of you.” Contrast this with the happy predictions being given to Pisces this year who are being told to upgrade their “love nests” by exploring the superstition-strewn Feng Shui to determine where to place their new furniture so as to “improve the energy” of their home.

If only people knew that horoscopes are about as reliable as the guys I used to date (you can read about them here).

In fact, this “science” is so bogus not even the zodiac signs are correct. 

As Father Mitch Pacwa explains in his book, Catholics and the New Age, the actual zodiac is an imaginary circle around the ecliptic of the earth’s annual trip around the sun which astrologers divide into 12 equal sections of 30 degrees each. However, real science tells us that the actual degrees of the constellations range anywhere from 7.0 to 37.5.

“This unevenness means the month ascribed to each ‘sun sign’ in newspaper columns does not correspond to the easily verified scientific data about the real amount of time the sun lies within the constellations,” Father Pacwa writes.

And, according to astronomers, because the actual belt (ecliptic) of the zodiac has altered its former relationship to the earth by about 36 degrees west, “Everyone’s astrological sign is different from the claims of the newspapers and books,” Father Pacwa writes.
“This means that everyone needs to change the astrological sign under which he or she was born. Whatever date the newspaper gives for your sign, move it back one whole sign, because that, in fact, is your real sign.”

So I guess that makes me a closet-Cancer.

If you’re still not convinced, here’s another whopper.  Astrology only recognizes five planets – Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn. What about Uranus, Neptune and the ill-fated Pluto which is no longer considered a planet? Don’t they matter?

Apparently not. Fr. Pacwa, who was once heavily involved in astrology, says that because these previously unknown planets “are considered to have unknown influences,” astrologers simply make up whatever influences they want these planets to have.

That’s right – they MAKE IT UP.

“As my Baha’i astrology teachers often said, ‘Where there is confusion, there is possibility’,” Fr. Pacwa writes.

Not exactly something to stake your life on, is it?

But that won’t stop you from seeing a lot of these benign horoscope predictions while standing in line in the supermarket for the next few weeks – all of them claiming that your future is in the stars.

Trust me, it’s not. These predictions are so generic they can apply to anyone from a hairdresser to a serial killer. And if you think I’m just kidding around, consider the study conducted by The Astronomical Society of the Pacific (astronomy is scientific, astrology is not). In this study, a French statistician named Michel Gauquelin sent a horoscope for one of the worst mass murderers in French history to 150 unsuspecting people who were asked how well it fit them. Believe it or not, 94 percent of the people said they recognized themselves in the description! (What does that say about us as a people, I wonder?)

Bottom line, forget horoscopes. No matter how innocent they may appear, they’re a form of fortune-telling which is strictly forbidden.

Instead, take the advice John Paul II gave in an Angelus address in 1998: “If we want to give good direction to our life, we must learn to discern its plan, by reading the mysterious ‘road signs’ God puts in our daily history. For this purpose neither horoscopes nor fortune-telling is useful. What is needed is prayer, authentic prayer, which should always accompany a life decision made in conformity with God’s law.”

If you know someone who is hooked on the stars, these facts and more are included in our booklet on Astrology which is perfect for evangelizing. Click here for more information!

Is Astro-Mapping for You?
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=37364#more-37364  

By Susan Brinkmann, February 16, 2015

Welcome to astro-mapping, the latest craze in astrology that allegedly helps people find a place to live that won’t interfere with their “Saturn lines” or the placement of asteroids that are meant to heal wounds from past lives.

The Daily Mail is reporting on this latest edition of one of oldest scams known to humankind – astrology. Not to be mistaken for astronomy, which is real science, astrology is based on an ancient Babylonian occult practice that has no basis in science. It’s used in various forms of divination from predicting the future to guiding people through the everyday situations of their lives.

But the latest use is to help people decide where to buy a house which is done by using the latest computer programs that track the paths of the planets around the Earth to determine which countries, cities, and even zip codes will be the luckiest for you, the Mail reports.

One woman, a 45 year old working girl named Angela Kane from London used astro-mapping to buy a holiday home in Ireland. Instead of visiting a typical realty site, she consulted an astrologer who drew up a map based on her personal “star chart” that came up with three properties about 30 miles apart which were the best for her future happiness.

The final decision was made after singling out the property that was “closest to an intersection of her Moon lines — associated with nurturing and emotional support — and her Venus lines (linked to emotional happiness).”

Much like traditional astrology, astro-mapping involves “identifying the unique positions of the planets, Sun and Moon in the sky at the moment of our birth,” the Mail explains. “Your personal chart is formed by tracking lines down from the location of each of these heavenly bodies onto a map, and drawing another set of lines, radiating out from your birthplace to the points where the planets were rising and setting at that moment, to create a complex, interlocking web. As each planet has its own personality, experts claim you will feel the corresponding emotional pull of their power in spots which fall on their planetary line — with the effects felt about 25 miles either side.”

For instance, choosing a home close to your “Venus lines” is supposedly better for romance and emotional health while a domicile near one’s “Mercury lines” are better for communication and mental health.

The system can also be used to determine the best place for a holiday.

One traveler named Mairead Armstrong who is a firm believer in the stars always consults her chart before taking a trip, and the one time she didn’t, it all went awry. “In the space of a few days, I narrowly missed having a car crash, and when I challenged a man in the street about the way he was treating his animals, he became aggressive and nearly attacked me. When I got home, I checked my chart to find that my Mars lines (associated with aggression) and Saturn lines (linked with challenging situations) crossed over the island, so it all made sense.”

Or does it?
Truth be told, astrology is nothing short of hogwash.

“The simple truth is that science denies astrology any basis in fact,” writes Father Mitch Pacwa, S.J., the author of Catholics and the New Age who was once a serious practitioner of astrology.

For starters, he points out that the ancient system of astrology was based on the five planets known to exist at the time – Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn. The newer planets of Uranus, Pluto and Neptune are considered to have “unknown influences”.

“This lack of knowledge lets each astrologer make up his or her own interpretation of these planetary influences,” Pacwa writes.

Not exactly a perfect science, is it?  But this doesn’t stop people from believing in it.

As the Mail describes, “Some women are so convinced astro-mapping works that they have moved thousands of miles across the world.”

One such woman, named Miranda Dickenson finished a five-year course in counseling in Colorado but had no idea where to start her career. Overwhelmed by the possibilities, she decided to consult an astro-mapper who said the influence of Pluto was definitely suggesting she move from Colorado to either Genoa in Italy or Perthshire in Scotland. Because Dickenson already had family in Scotland, she packed her bags and moved there.

“I felt at home right away,” Dickenson told the Mail. “People were open and friendly and welcomed me into the community, and my psychotherapy practice is flourishing. I’m certain my chart helped me make the right choice.”

Or maybe Perthshire is just a nice place to live, regardless of what Pluto says.

For good reason, Scripture is replete with condemnations of divination through the stars.

“Let the astrologers stand forth to save you, the stargazers who forecast at each new moon what would happen to you,” we read in the book of Isaiah (47:12-15) “Lo, they are like stubble, fire consumes them; they cannot save themselves from the spreading flames. This is no warming ember, no fire to sit before. Thus do your wizards serve you with whom you have toiled from your youth; each wanders his own way, with none to save you.”

See also Deuteronomy 17:3, 18:9-12, 2 Kings 17:16; Jeremiah 10:2; Acts 7:42

The Catechism is also very clear about the use of horoscopes as a form of divination which must be rejected along with “recourse to Satan or demons, conjuring up the dead or other practices falsely supposed to ‘unveil’ the future. Consulting horoscopes, astrology, palm reading, interpretation of omens and lots, the phenomena of clairvoyance, and recourse to mediums all conceal a desire for power over time, history, and, in the last analysis, other human beings, as well as a wish to conciliate hidden powers. They contradict the honor, respect, and loving fear that we owe to God alone.” (No. 2116)

The way I see it, astro-mapping is a lose-lose scenario. Not only is it junk science, but it’s condemned by God as well – not exactly the best foundation upon which to build a future home.

When Astrology Goes Off the Rails 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=42112#more-42112
By Susan Brinkmann, August 10, 2015

There’s no doubt that millions of people actually believe in their horoscope, but how many would go so far as to fly all over the world – on their birthday no less – in pursuit of their perfect “solar return”? 

For those of you who never heard of it, a solar return is a belief that where you are on your birthday determines your fate for the next 12 months. “Once a year, on your birthday, the Sun – which is the most important element in an astrological chart in determining your fate – is in the same position in the sky that it was when you were born,” claims Wendy Leigh for the Daily Mail http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-3183301/Want-lucky-stars-Fly-Honolulu-birthday-Astrological-idea-claims-determines-fate-year.html#ixzz3hlss3cdl. “Some astrologers believe that travelling on this date to a position on the earth which allows the angles of planets and the Sun to line up in an auspicious manner, gives good fortune and prosperity for the next 12 months.” But in order to reap these benefits, a person must be in this special spot at exactly 12 noon. This is the time when “the sun reaches its zenith in the sky,” Leigh explains and goes on to call it “a kind of astrological rebirth – reconnecting you to the cosmic forces that have guided you since you entered the world.”

How do you know where to go? Your friendly neighborhood astrologer can tell you by drawing your birth chart and determining where you need to be on your birthday in order for Lady Luck to smile upon you. “As a result, I’ve spent my birthday in San Francisco, Honolulu, Germany, Jamaica, Russia and Somerset, all in the interests of insuring that my horoscope is one which tilts the forces of destiny in my favor,” Leigh admits. And she swears by the practice. “Years in which I’ve stuck exactly to where I was supposed to be have seen me enjoy excellent finances, good health and flirtations with handsome men.” 

When she didn’t make it on time, such as one year when her destination was St. Petersburg but the plane was late, “the subsequent year didn’t evolve for me felicitously.” It’s all superstition, of course, because astrology is a Babylonian occult art that is not based in science. In fact, if the astrological charts Leigh consults every year were based on actual astronomical tables rather than on the hokey contrivances of astrology, Leigh would find out that her zodiac sign is off by at least one sign, if not more. But that might not matter to those who want to believe in astrology, such as Leigh, who has already done her calculations for the coming year. “ . . . [T]he astrological calculations have been done and the verdict is in. If I spend my next birthday in New York, with Jupiter, the Sun and the Moon in the 7th House, I am told there will be major developments on the relationship front.” Which means (she hopes) that a wedding may be in store for 2016. Or maybe not. The fact remains that allowing astrology to determine your destiny is akin to staking your future on the toss of a dice. As for me and my household, we will leave those matters in the much more capable hands of the Lord. 

Is There Any Truth to “Lunar Lunacy”? 

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=44519#more-44519
By Susan Brinkmann, October 28, 2015

MBB asks: “Is there any truth to the belief that the full moon makes crazy things happen?” 

Great question! “It must be a full moon!” is an oft-repeated quip made by everyone from policemen to hospital staff whenever a rash of crime or emergency room visits occur. Sometime they do happen on the night of a full moon – but this alleged uptick in “lunar lunacy” also has an equal chance of happening on any other night of the month which is why the “full moon crazies” has found little or no support when put to the scientific test. http://www.livescience.com/7899-moon-myths-truth-lunar-effects.html. 
First of all, the basis for this belief is founded in the fact that because the human body is about 75 percent water, and the moon does have an effect on the tides, then it must have an effect on us too. The problem with this theory is that it’s based on a flawed understanding of why – and how – the moon effects tides. As this article in LiveScience explains, the moon and the sun combine to create tides in the Earth’s oceans, which occur because of the difference in gravitational effect on one side of the earth compared to the other. “The ocean on the side of Earth facing the moon gets pulled toward the moon more than does the center of the planet. This creates a high tide. On the other side of the Earth, another high tide occurs, because the center of Earth is being pulled toward the moon more than is the ocean on the far side. The result essentially pulls the planet away from the ocean (a negative force that effectively lifts the ocean away from the planet).” However, this phenomenon doesn’t work on the human because our bodies are too small to be impacted in such a way. In fact, there is no measurable difference in the moon’s gravitational effect from one side of the body to the other. This being said, there’s been no shortage of studies testing whether the lunar phases have any impact on births, heart attacks, deaths, suicides, violence, psychiatric hospital admissions and epileptic seizures, etc. No connections have been found. The article offers a long list of reputable studies on this phenomenon that have been published in peer-reviewed journals over the years. New Agers like to say that the phases of the moon determine “subtle energy” frequencies that can impact our thoughts, feelings and emotions. The only problem with this theory is that “subtle energies” are considered to be a form of putative energy which does not exist. 
Astrologers base all of their predictions on an alleged effect of the position of the stars and planets upon us, but this too is unsubstantiated. Scientists tried to prove this for a very long time, in fact, and consistently came up short, which is why they no longer bother to look for it. So much for astrology. Even though it might be fun to speculate about the impact a full moon and the stars and planets might have on our world, the only impact we can be sure of is the exquisite beauty they lend to our nights.



Learn to Discern: Is It Christian or New Age? Astrology/Horoscopes by Susan Brinkmann – Even though horoscopes are relied upon by the rich and famous and appear in some of the world’s most reputable magazines and newspapers, this ancient Babylonia occult practice is one of the greatest scams of all time. Find out why in this booklet, which also contains a chapter on the dangers of the occult as well as a 12-page appendix full of practical tools you can use to discern the difference between New Age and Christian spirituality. (63 pages)
Is the Farmer’s Almanac occult-based? 
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=53767 

October 3, 2016
MV writes: “A friend of mine sent me some articles from the Farmer’s Almanac. It looks occult to me at least some of the articles anyway. For example on Wikipedia the Farmer’s Almanac says a variety of methods are used to predict the weather 2 years in advance: The editors say this: “The Farmers’ Almanac will only state publicly that their method is a ‘top secret mathematical and astronomical formula, that relies on sunspot activity, tidal action, planetary position and many other factors.’ Thank you for researching weather the Farmer’s almanac is occult based or not.”
This question is nearly impossible to answer with any degree of accuracy because neither the Farmer’s Almanac nor the Old Farmer’s Almanac will release the methods they use to predict the weather. Even though astrology, which is an occult art, is repeatedly referenced on the websites of both publications, there is no way of knowing whether their famed predictions are based on the occult.
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The Farmer’s Almanac, which is not to be confused with the Old Farmer’s Almanac, reportedly does not rely upon any type of computer satellite tracking equipment, weather lore, or groundhogs. However, they do admit to relying upon a set of rules that were developed in 1818 by David Young, the Almanac’s first editor.

Young was born to a humble farmer and his wife on January 27, 1781 in Pine Brook, New Jersey. Official biographies refer to him as an astronomer, poet, teacher and Almanac maker. Young, who served as editor until his death in 1852, is credited for developing the secret rules for predicting the weather that are still used by the publication today.

“These rules have been altered slightly and turned into a formula that is both mathematical and astronomical. The formula takes things like sunspot activity, tidal action of the Moon, position of the planets, and a variety of other factors into consideration,” the website explains.
“The only person who knows the exact formula is the Farmers’ Almanac weather prognosticator who goes by the pseudonym of Caleb Weatherbee. To protect this proprietary and reliable formula, the editors of the Farmers’ Almanac prefer to keep both Caleb’s true identity and the formula a closely guarded brand secret.”

A freelance writer named Jessica Hullinger did some digging about the Almanac a few years ago and published an article appearing on the internet magazine Mental Floss who asked a few bona fide meteorologists if sunspot activity, lunar cycles, and planetary positioning have any impact on seasonal weather predictions. With the exception of sunspot activity, which is said to have a “slight” influence on the Earth’s weather, neither lunar cycles nor planetary position have any impact on our weather.

Even though it’s impossible to know exactly what they rely upon, it’s important to note that the Farmer’s Almanac does include a page about astrology on its website and makes frequent reference to zodiac signs on its blog.

The Old Farmer’s Almanac has a similar history. It was founded in 1792 by Robert B. Thomas who also claims to have produced a secret formula for predicting the weather. His formula relies upon astronomical cycles, solar activity and weather patterns. The actual formula is kept in a black tin box in the Almanac offices in Dublin, New Hampshire.

This Almanac actually publishes a book on astrology which recommends relying upon moon phases and zodiac signs when determining when to plant, breed livestock, prune trees and plants, etc.

Regardless of whether or not it is based upon the occult art of astrology, neither of the Almanacs has a good track record of weather predictions. They tout high prediction success rates of up to 85 percent, but meteorologists say that number is closer to 25 or 30 percent.
Astrologers gather to predict election 
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=54325 

October 14, 2016
Even though astrology is nothing more than a Babylonian occult art, astrologers around the world are resorting to the stars to determine the outcome of the next election.

According to The Guardian, the world’s astrologers converged on Costa Mesa, California yesterday to pour over their astrological charts and try to determine who is going to win the Presidential election.

Ray Merriman, president of the International Society for Astrological Research, the organization sponsoring the convention, Donald Trump has the edge because he was born under a full moon eclipse and is astrologically from Mars, which is considered an aggressive place, and one that aligns well with the combative mood of the country.

“If you look at Pence and Trump, they’re both Geminis, born either side of Mars,” Merriman said. “So in this election Republicans are from Mars. Make America Great Again – the motto is Mars.”

On the other hand, Clinton and her running mate, Tim Kaine, have their suns making a trine – an angle of 120 degrees. This means the Democrats are from Venus this year.

“Their slogan, Stronger Together, that’s Venus,” Merriman said.

It’s interesting to note that Mars and Venus were lovers according to Roman mythology, but that’s one salacious tidbit that has yet to surface from the sordid backgrounds of Clinton and Trump.
As Rory Carroll writes for The Guardian, that would be “a romance so cosmically wrong it could tilt the Earth off its axis.”

Astrologer Gloria Star made one safe prediction. “Whoever wins, no one will be entirely happy with what they get.”

That’s almost as bad as the other sad reality in this story – these people actually have a 50-50 chance of getting it right.

Astrologers rave about this month’s eclipses

http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=57073   

February 7, 2017

The month of February promises to be a real boon for astrologers who are already making all kinds of outlandish predictions about the impact of this Saturday’s lunar eclipse – and the solar eclipse scheduled for later this month.
“Astrologers believe eclipses are harbingers of change — the most supercharged moments of the year,” writes Yasmin Boland, a “moonologist” for The Daily Mail. “They usher in excitement and evolution, sometimes forcing our hand on situations we have been trying our best to ignore. During an eclipse, we are compelled to look forward, whether we are ready to or not.”

Boland calls herself a “moonologist,” meaning someone who studies the phases of the moon as a way of “decoding” them as well as the “prevailing emotions” and “opportunities arising.”

She’s referring to the two eclipses that will occur this month – a full moon or lunar eclipse on Saturday, February 11, and a new moon or solar eclipse on Sunday, February 26.

Boland claims that this celestial spectacle is the perfect time to make changes because “change born out of an eclipse nearly always works out for the best.” (No proof is offered.)

She goes on to claim that for those who have wandered off the wrong path, these astrological events will set you back on track.

And those who have been unhappy in their relationship can use the power of the eclipse to “suddenly break loose.”

“This might be painful at the time, but actually it’s freeing you up to find deeper love,” she advises.

Everyone should take stock of their lives this month because now is the time to act by “harnessing the moon’s energy to change your life . . .”

Of course, all of this is nothing more than superstitious nonsense based on a Babylonian occult art known as astrology.

But not according to Boland. She insists that “the Moon phases are as important as the chakras, the meridians, good preferably organic food, good sleep and sex and meditation. That is my opinion, in any case.”

For true stargazers (astronomers), Saturday’s eclipse will be most easily viewed after sunset on February 10 from the eastern portions of North and South America. For the most of North America, the moon will be in eclipse at moonrise (sunset) on February 10 and will be obscured by evening twilight.

The February 26 event, known as an annular or “ring of fire” eclipse will not be visible from North America but will be seen only in far-southern South America, the South Atlantic Ocean and southeastern Africa.

However, we’ll get another chance to see one on August 21, 2017, when a total solar eclipse will be visible from the continental U.S. The path of the eclipse will cross the USA from coast to coast, cutting through parts of the following states: Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri, Illinois, Kentucky, Tennessee, North Carolina, Georgia, and South Carolina. The moon’s penumbral shadow will produce a partial eclipse visible from a much larger region covering most of North America.

Attaching special powers to these events – rather than to the power Who created them – is to make them into “gods.” To believe that the timing of the events will bring about some kind of “good luck” is as superstitious as keeping a rabbit’s foot in your pocket.

Pope: Rely on God’s Word, not horoscopes and fortune tellers
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=60312            

August 15, 2017

During his Angelus address on Sunday in St. Peter’s Square, Pope Francis warned those who seek security in consulting horoscopes and fortune tellers rather than the word of the Lord.
Vatican Radio is reporting on the teaching given by the Pope in reference to the day’s Gospel that recounted St. Peter’s attempt to walk on water, only to let doubt cause him to falter and sink.

This Gospel story is rich in symbolism, the Pope said. The boat, “is the life of each of us, but it is also the life of the Church; the wind represents difficulties and trials.”

Peter’s cry, “Lord save me” is “so much like our desire to feel the closeness of the Lord, but also the fear and anguish that accompany the toughest moments of our lives and our communities, marked by internal fragility and external difficulties,” the pope said.

However, Peter allowed doubt to enter his mind because he was not sure of the word of Jesus, which was like a rope to cling to in hostile and turbulent waters, this pope explained, which can happen to us as well.

“When you do not cling to the word of the Lord, but to have more security in consulting horoscopes and fortune tellers, you sink.”
Faith in the Lord and His word doesn’t necessarily open a path of ease and comfort, and it doesn’t take away the storms of life, but it “gives us the assurance of a Presence, that is Christ, which pushes us to overcome the existential buffs; Faith, in short, is not a loophole from the problems of life, but it sustains our journey and gives it meaning.”

As the Catholic News Agency reports, the Pope went on to say the Gospel passage is a “stupendous image” of the reality of the Church throughout the ages, “a ship which, along the crossing, must counter winds and storms which threaten to overwhelm it.” http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/trust-in-christ-not-in-horoscopes-pope-francis-says-69910/

What saves the ship is not the courage and quality of its men, he said, but rather, “the guarantee against a shipwreck is faith in Christ and in his word.”

“On this ship we are safe, despite our miseries and weaknesses, above all when we get on our knees and adore the Lord” as the disciples did, who, after Jesus calmed the storm, prostrated themselves and said “truly you are the Son of God!”

To drive the point home, Francis led the crowd in repeating three times, “truly you are the Son of God.”

He closed by asking the Virgin Mary to intercede in helping all to “stay firm in the faith in order to resist the storms of life, to stay on the boat of the Church, eschewing the temptation to go on amusing, yet insecure boats of ideologies, fashions and slogans.”

Raised on Potter, millennials embrace occult 
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=61108      

November 7, 2017

A glowing article about how millennials are ditching religion for astrology and psychics celebrates the fact that millennials – the first generation to come of age during the Harry Potter era – are ditching religion. Should we be surprised?
Writing for Marketwatch.com, reporter Kari Paul seems almost giddy over the decline in interest among millennials for religion.

“Interest in spirituality has been booming in recent years while interest in religion plummets, especially among millennials,” she breathlessly reports. “The majority of Americans now believe it is not necessary to believe in God to have good morals, a study from Pew Research Center released Wednesday found. The percentage of people between the ages of 18 and 29 who ‘never doubt existence of God’ fell from 81% in 2007 to 67% in 2012.”

She continues: “Meanwhile, more than half of young adults in the U.S. believe astrology is a science compared to less than 8% of the Chinese public. The psychic services industry — which includes astrology, aura reading, mediumship, tarot-card reading and palmistry, among other metaphysical services — grew 2% between 2011 and 2016. It is now worth $2 billion annually, according to industry analysis firm IBIS World.”

In the article, Paul interviewed Melissa Jayne, the owner of a Brooklyn-based metaphysical boutique, who said she’s seen a major uptick in the interest in the occult in the last five years, especially among New Yorkers in their 20’s.

“Whether it be spell-casting, tarot, astrology, meditation and trance, or herbalism, these traditions offer tangible ways for people to enact change in their lives,” Paul writes. “For a generation that grew up in a world of big industry, environmental destruction, large and oppressive governments, and toxic social structures, all of which seem too big to change, this can be incredibly attractive.”

What Paul neglects to add is that they also grew up in the age of Harry Potter and other occult fiction that was passed off as “just a book” but actually whetted the appetites of our youth to the occult.

A Barna study conducted in 2006 found that four out of five teens had read Harry Potter. As a result, one out of every eight teenagers (12%) said that the Potter chronicles increased their interest in witchcraft. Three-quarters of America’s youth (73%) have engaged in at least one type of psychic or witchcraft-related activity, beyond mere media exposure or horoscope usage.

Those teens are now millennials.

Another shocking revelation in the article is that millennials – who are among the most educated people in the country, think astrology, which is a Babylonian occult art, is a science!

Paul never bothers to correct the record by stating that astronomy – not astrology – is a science and these young people have it all wrong. Instead, she interviews a millennial who tells her that when she greets people these days, she doesn’t ask where they live or what they do – she asks what their sign is.

“So many millennials read their horoscopes every day and believe them,” said the woman who is named Coco Layne. “It is a good reference point to identify and place people in the world.”

As I report in my book, The New Age Compendium, today’s astrology isn’t even based on the real number of planets and only recognizes five of them – Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn. According to Father Mitch Pacwa, leaving out the rest of them allows each astrologer to make up his or her own interpretation of these planetary influences! How’s that for an “exact science”?

In fact, if one applied real science to astrology, “whatever date the newspaper gives for your sign, move it back one whole sign, because that, in fact, is your real sign,” Fr. Pacwa says.

For that matter, why would anyone with even a moderate degree of education want to rely on something that has been proven wrong time and time again. Perhaps the most spectacular example is when the French statistician Michel Gauquelin sent the horoscope for one of the worst mass murderers in French history to 150 unsuspecting people who were asked how well it fit them. A whopping 94 percent said they recognized themselves in the description.

If horoscopes were true, that would mean the majority of those 150 people are mass murderers!
Paul goes on to celebrate Gwyneth Paltrow’s ludicrous website, Goop, which just received the “worst pseudoscience” award for promoting outlandish – and sometimes dangerous – products such as yoni eggs (which are inserted into the vagina and can cause toxic shock and/or bacterial vaginosis), Body Vibe stickers (which claimed to be NASA inspired until NASA set them straight and made them remove all mention of their name) and ayahuasca tea (that has led to the death of several people).

Aside from the fact that the article was ridiculously biased in its reporting, it does draw attention to the very real loss of faith in the younger generation. This, coupled with this generation’s fascination with occult-fiction, is adding up to a real spiritual disaster among young adults in this country.
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