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Attitudinal Healing & A Course in Miracles
By Dr. John Ankerberg and Dr. John Weldon

Attitudinal Healing
https://www.jashow.org/articles/general/holistic-health-practicespart-5/ 

Attitudinal healing is an important component of the New Medicine that in various forms is practiced by millions of people. It involves the alleged regulation or maintenance of physical, mental, and/or spiritual health by learning supposedly “proper” (i.e., occultic) mental attitudes. 

Attitudinal healing claims to work because the spirit, mind, and body are interrelated; therefore, proper mental attitudes may influence the entire person toward desired physical, psychological, and/or spiritual goals. Although the health claims of New Age attitudinal healing have never been demonstrated, their occultic potential is clear; the common forms of practice are typically occultic, incorporating New Age philosophy and spiritistic revelations and contacts. 

Occult texts frequently promote attitudinal healing. Medium Jane Robert’s spirit guide endorses it in The Nature of Personal Reality: A Seth Book. The popular New Age bible called A Course in Miracles is also supportive. Both of these books are constituted from spiritistic revelations that were admittedly produced by occult means which the Bible forbids (Deuteronomy 18:9-12). These texts forcefully reject biblical teaching and promote occult philosophy and practice. 

The danger of attitudinal healing is found in the adoption of occult philosophy and practice in the mistaken assumption it will bring physical, mental, and spiritual “health.” 
Attitudinal Therapy
https://www.jashow.org/articles/guests-and-authors/dr-john-ankerberg/attitudinal-therapy/
Drs. Ankerberg and Weldon begin a multiple part look at attitudinal therapy, which emphasizes the importance of both mental and spiritual belief to health and wellness. What are the primary books that helped shape these practices?
(From Encyclopedia of New Age Beliefs, Harvest House, 1996) 

An Introduction
Attitudinal “therapy” is an important but often overlooked practice within New Age psy​chology and medicine. It reminds us such psychology and medicine are concerned with more than mere emotional or physical health; they are also concerned with a particular spiritual worldview and its practices. For example, New Age philosophy teaches that the attainment of genuine health is “holistic”—incorporating complementary spiritual beliefs or practices, mental attitudes, and physical therapies. 

Attitudinal therapy illustrates what the New Age Movement views as the importance of both mental and spiritual belief to health and wellness. 

In one sense, attitudinal therapy encompasses a broad variety of groups and methods, which claim that a particular mental attitude or worldview is important to physical or spiritual health. These would include the Mind Sciences, such as Religious Science (Science of Mind), Unity School of Christianity, Christian Science, and various New Thought religions, which we critiqued in The Facts on the Mind Sciences.[1] There are also schools of psycho​therapy (especially the transpersonal school) and numerous New Age seminars and fringe psychotherapies or practices, such as Landmark Education’s The Forum (formerly est/The Forum), Silva Mind Control, yoga, meditation, and Buddhist psychology, which teach the connection between attitude and health. 
One particular form of attitudinal therapy is common to the New Age Movement. Its basic goal reflects the New Age belief that man is inwardly divine. Therefore, being one essence with God, he powerfully molds and creates his own reality. This is also a funda​mental premise of much Western magic, and also Eastern religion and occultism. Man’s greatest problem, therefore, is not sin but ignorance. So he must learn how to manipulate his consciousness in order to perceive “true” reality and mold it according to his wishes. Attitudinal therapy or “healing” provides one key approach to this. 

Two of the most popular modern texts on attitudinal therapy were both dictated from the spirit world: Jane Roberts’ best-selling The Nature of Personal Reality: A Seth Book [2] and Helen Schucman’s best-selling A Course in Miracles.[3] These two books have been read by millions of people, and their concepts have influenced millions more. Our analysis will concentrate on Schucman’s text. But because the philosophy of both is related, we will first take a brief look at “Seth.” 

“Seth”
The “Seth” books of the late channeler Jane Roberts exert a significant influence in New Age circles. Her publisher, Prentice-Hall, has earned large profits from Roberts’ many books, which has sparked the interest of other publishers to do “channeled literature.” In fact, Tam Mossman, Roberts’ editor at Prentice-Hall, learned to channel an entity called “James,” and he edits a quarterly about channeling.[4] 

“Seth” was Roberts’ spirit guide. In Roberts’ books, Seth affirms the following fundamental premises of attitudinal therapy: 1) “The real work is done in the mind,” 2) “The innerself brings about whatever results the conscious mind desires,” and 3) “Basically you create your experience through your beliefs about yourself and the nature of reality.”[5] Seth teaches that each person, as a god, literally creates his entire physical, mental, and spiri​tual reality. In harmony with the premise of New Age misapplications of quantum physics, Seth teaches that the material world is not independent of a person’s consciousness. Moment by moment, a person’s consciousness actually creates the world and his or her experience in it Seth explains: 

Your experience in the world of physical matter flows outward from the center of your inner psyche. Then you perceive this experience. Exterior events, circumstances and conditions are meant as a kind of living feedback. Altering the state of the psyche automatically alters the physical circumstances. 

There is no other valid way of changing physical events…. Your thoughts, feelings and mental pictures can be called incipient exterior events, for in one way or another each of these is materialized into physical reality…. 

There is nothing in your exterior experience that did not originate within you.[6] 

In other words, this world is not the independent, fixed creation of an infinite personal God. It is not something apart from us, though the Bible teaches that it is (Genesis 1:1-51; John 1:1-5). As Seth emphasizes, we are God, and the world is literally and personally our own creation. He offers specific techniques for attitudinal changes that will allegedly give us the ability to demonstrate our godhood by recreating our reality, according to our personal desires. Cultivating altered states of consciousness is particularly important to this: 

The methods that I will outline demand concentration and effort. They will also challenge you, and bring into your life expansion and alterations of consciousness of a most rewarding nature. 

I am not a physical personality. Basically, however, neither are you. Your experience now is physical. You are a creator translating your expectations into physical form. The world is meant to serve as a reference point. The exterior appearance is a replica of inner desire. You can change your personal world. You do change it without knowing it. You have only to use your ability consciously, to examine the nature of your thoughts and feelings and project those with which you basically agree. 

They coalesce into the events with which you are so intimately familiar. I hope to teach you methods that will allow you to understand the nature of your own reality, and to point a way that will let you change that reality in whatever way you choose.[7] 
Seth also claims that people must realize that their beliefs about reality “are just that— beliefs about reality, not attributes of it.” Therefore, “You must then realize that your beliefs are physically materialized…. To change the physical effect you must change the original belief—while being quite aware that for a time physical materializations of the old beliefs may still hold.”[8] Here Seth teaches that we have divine abilities. We are gods who instantly create our reality, and we can mold that reality in any manner we choose. This is a funda​mental premise of occult magic. 

The relevance of these principles to therapy and healing means that, if we can literally alter physical and mental reality, then this includes the reality of our own minds and bodies. Seth maintains that “… all healings are the result of the acceptance of one basic fact: That matter is formed by those inner qualities that give it vitality, that structure follows expecta​tion, that matter at any time can be completely changed by the activation of the creative faculties inherent in all consciousness.”[9] 

Nevertheless, Seth’s theology and moral teachings, not to mention his views on the nature of reality, reveal him to be a lying spirit, an entity the Bible identities as a demon.[10] 

Not only does Seth lie about God, moral values, and salvation, [11] he also lies about both the nature of humanity and reality itself. If people had the power Seth claims, there would be some evidence for it biblically and experientially, however, it is evident that people are not powerful gods who literally create the universe. All history demonstrates that all the “consciousness raising” in the world will not alter our personal reality in the manner Seth argues for. 

Seth is a liar, but he teaches what millions of people like to hear: that they are gods who have the potential to control, regulate, and literally create reality. 
Indeed, to one degree or another, this is a fundamental premise of dozens of New Age groups such as Landmark Education’s The Forum (formerly est/The Forum), lifespring, and modern channeling. Nowhere is this desire for godhood better illustrated than in A Course in Miracles, which we will look at in a future article. 
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Attitudinal Therapy – The Teachings of A Course in Miracles
https://www.jashow.org/articles/general/attitudinal-therapy-the-teachings-of-a-course-in-miracles/ 

A Course in Miracles teaches people that for physical and spiritual health, they must accept “Proper” attitudes toward themselves, life in general, and the world. What are these proper attitudes? In essence, they are 1) the rejection of biblical understandings about such issues as sin, guilt, and atonement, and 2) the acceptance of New Age occult teach​ings such as pantheism (All is God; God is All) and psychic development. Specifically, the Course offers a form of “Westernized” Hinduism with the distinct goal of changing its read​ers’ perceptions into conformity with the non-dualistic (advaita) school of Vedanta Hindu​ism. This school maintains that the world is ultimately a dream or illusion, and that all men are inwardly God. Another chief goal of the Course is to encourage the student to accept psychic (spiritistic) guidance. 

Volume I is the “text” itself, which presents spiritual, metaphysical, and theological teachings, including heretical treatments of Jesus Christ, His death on the cross as a vicari​ous atonement, the Holy Spirit, and the doctrine of salvation, to name a few. 

Volume 2 is a “Workbook for Students,” which offers 365 spiritual lessons and exercises to help the participant experientially assimilate the new worldview and cultivate an open​ness to psychic and spiritistic guidance. Volume 2 has two specific goals: 1) learning New Age Hinduism, and 2) unlearning biblical Christianity. Thus, “Part I of Volume 2” is an extensive indoctrination into the religious philosophy of New Age Hinduism, although it is couched in Christian terminology. 

“Part II of Volume 2” provides a specific theological “reindoctrination” for unlearning the “errors” taught by the Bible. Some 14 doctrines are covered, including, “What is Forgive​ness?” “What is Salvation?” “What is the World?” “What is Sin?” “What is the Body?” “What is the Christ?” “What is the Holy Spirit?” and on through “The Real World,” “The Second Coming,” “The Last Judgment,” “Creation,” “Miracle,” and “Man.” 

The Workbook for Students has specific goals in mind. For example: 

It is the purpose of this workbook to train your mind to think along the lines the text sets forth…. The training period is one year. The exercises are numbered from 1 to 365…. 

The workbook is divided into two main sections, the first dealing with the undoing of the way you see now, and the second with acquisition of true perception…. 

The purpose of the workbook is to train your mind in a systematic way to a different perception of everyone and everything in the world…. 

… be sure that you do not decide for yourself that there are some people, situations or things to which the ideas are inapplicable…. 

The overall aim of the exercise is to increase your ability to extend the ideas you will be practicing to include everything. This will require no effort on your part. The exercises themselves meet the conditions necessary for this kind of transfer…. 

Remember only this; you need not believe the ideas, you need not accept them, and you need not even welcome them. Some of them you may actively resist. None of this will matter, or decrease their efficacy. But do not allow yourself to make exceptions in applying the ideas the workbook contains, and whatever your reactions to the ideas may be, use them. Nothing more than that is required.[1] 

Below are some of the titles that describe the mental exercises offered in the Course: 

-God is in everything I see. 

-I have invented the world I see. 

-My mind is part of God’s. I am very holy. 

-My holiness blesses the world. 

-My holiness is my salvation. 
-I am the light of the world. 

-Forgiveness is my function as the light of the world. 

-My salvation comes from me. 

-I am entitled to miracles. 

-I am among the ministers of God. 

-I walk with God in perfect holiness. 

-There is no death. The Son of God is free. 

-Salvation of the world depends on me. 

-I am the holy Son of God Himself. 

-God has condemned me not. No more do I. 

-The glory of my Father is my own. 

-Fear is not justified in any form. 

-Let me not see myself as limited. 

-The Son of God is my identity. 

-My Self is ruler of the universe. 

-Let me remember there is no sin. 

-My holy vision sees all things as pure. 

-The Word of God is given me to speak. 

-The Holy Spirit speaks through me today. 

-The holy Christ is born in me today. 

-I came for the salvation of the world. 

-My Father gives all power unto me. 

-I choose to see my brother’s sinlessness. 

-My sinlessness protects me from all harm. 

-Peace be to me, the holy Son of God.[2] 

Volume 3 is a “Manual for Teachers” of the Course, and it offers them a sense of “divine destiny” for their spiritual “mission.” Course teachers are referred to as “teachers of God”: 

Except for God’s teachers there would be little hope of salvation, for the world of sin would seem forever real. The self-deceiving must deceive, for they must teach deception. And what else is hell? This is a manual for the teachers of God. 

A teacher of God is anyone who chooses to be one…. 

They come from all over the world. They come from all religions and from no religion…. 

There is a course for every teacher of God. The form of the course varies greatly. So do the particular teaching aids involved. But the content of the course never changes. Its central theme is always, “God’s Son is guiltless, and in his innocence is his salvation.” It does not matter who the teacher was before he heard the Call. He has become a savior by his answer…. 

Certain pupils have been assigned to each of God’s teachers, and they will begin to look for him as soon as he has answered the Call. They were chosen for him because the form of the universal curriculum that he will teach is best for them in view of their level of understanding. His pupils have been waiting for him, for his coming is certain. Again, it is only a matter of time. Once he has chosen to fulfill his role, they are ready to fulfill theirs…. 

When pupil and teacher come together, a teaching-learning situation begins…. The relationship is holy because of that purpose, and God has promised to send His Spirit into any holy relationship.[3] 

In addition to the three volumes described previously, an additional manual is suggested: Psychotherapy: Purpose, Process and Practice, for integrating Course concepts with modern psychotherapy. This is for the professional therapist who wishes to use Course teachings in his counseling practice.[4] 

Course encouragement toward psychic guidance is also obvious. Brian Van der Horst, writing in New Realities, observes that: “Above all, the Course instructs students in the discovery of their own inner guidance, the revelation of a spiritual voice that counsels one in all situations. The Voice or God or Holy Spirit, as it is called… gives everything from direction for malting decisions on business, career, and life purpose, to advice to the lovelorn.”[5] 
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The Teachings of A Course in Miracles – Part 2

https://www.jashow.org/articles/general/a-course-in-miraclespart-2/
(Extracted from Encyclopedia of New Age Beliefs, Harvest House, 1996) 

Teachings
A Course in Miracles teaches people that for physical and spiritual health, they must accept “proper” attitudes toward themselves, life in general, and the world. What are these proper attitudes? In essence, they are 1) the rejection of biblical understandings about such issues as sin, guilt, and atonement, and 2) the acceptance of New Age occult teachings such as pantheism (All is God; God is All) and psychic development. 
Specifically, the Course offers a form of “Westernized” Hinduism with the distinct goal of changing its readers’ perceptions into conformity with the non-dualistic (advaita) school of Vedanta Hinduism. This school maintains that the world is ultimately a dream or illusion, and that all men are inwardly God. Another chief goal of the Course is to encourage the student to accept psychic (spiritistic) guidance. 

Volume I is the “text” itself, which presents spiritual, metaphysical, and theological teachings, including heretical treatments of Jesus Christ, His death on the cross as a vicarious atonement, the Holy Spirit, and the doctrine of salvation, to name a few. 

Volume 2 is a “Workbook for Students,” which offers 365 spiritual lessons and exercises to help the participant experientially assimilate the new worldview and cultivate an openness to psychic and spiritistic guidance. Volume 2 has two specific goals: 1) learning New Age Hinduism, and 2) unlearning biblical Christianity. Thus, “Part I of Volume 2” is an extensive indoctrination into the religious philosophy of New Age Hinduism, although it is couched in Christian terminology. 

“Part II of Volume 2” provides a specific theological “reindoctrination” for unlearning the “errors” taught by the Bible. Some 14 doctrines are covered, including, “What is Forgiveness?” “What is Salvation?” “What is the World?” “What is Sin?” “What is the Body?” “What is the Christ?” “What is the Holy Spirit?” and on through “The Real World,” “The Second Coming,” “The Last Judgment,” “Creation,” “Miracle,” and “Man.” 

The Workbook for Students has specific goals in mind. For example: 

It is the purpose of this workbook to train your mind to think along the lines the text sets forth…. The training period is one year. The exercises are numbered from 1 to 365…. 

The workbook is divided into two main sections, the first dealing with the undoing of the way you see now, and the second with acquisition of true perception…. 

The purpose of the workbook is to train your mind in a systematic way to a different perception of everyone and everything in the world…. 

… be sure that you do not decide for yourself that there are some people, situations or things to which the ideas are inapplicable…. 

The overall aim of the exercise is to increase your ability to extend the ideas you will be practicing to include everything. This will require no effort on your part. The exercises themselves meet the conditions necessary for this kind of transfer…. 

Remember only this; you need not believe the ideas, you need not accept them, and you need not even welcome them. Some of them you may actively resist. None of this will matter, or decrease their efficacy. But do not allow yourself to make exceptions in applying the ideas the workbook contains, and whatever your reactions to the ideas may be, use them. Nothing more than that is required.[1] 

Below are some of the titles that describe the mental exercises offered in the Course: 

-God is in everything I see. 

-I have invented the world I see. 

-My mind is part of God’s. I am very holy. 

-My holiness blesses the world. 

-My holiness is my salvation. 

-I am the light of the world. 

-Forgiveness is my function as the light of the world. 

-My salvation comes from me. 

-I am entitled to miracles. 

-I am among the ministers of God. 

-I walk with God in perfect holiness. 

-There is no death. The Son of God is free. 

-Salvation of the world depends on me. 

-I am the holy Son of God Himself. 

-God has condemned me not. No more do I. 

-The glory of my Father is my own. 

-Fear is not justified in any form. 

-Let me not see myself as limited. 

-The Son of God is my identity. 

-My Self is ruler of the universe. 

-Let me remember there is no sin. 

-My holy vision sees all things as pure. 

-The Word of God is given me to speak. 

-The Holy Spirit speaks through me today. 
-The holy Christ is born in me today. 

-I came for the salvation of the world. 

-My Father gives all power unto me. 

-I choose to see my brother’s sinlessness. 

-My sinlessness protects me from all harm. 

-Peace be to me, the holy Son of God.[2] 

Volume 3 is a “Manual for Teachers” of the Course, and it offers them a sense of “divine destiny” for their spiritual “mission.” Course teachers are referred to as “teachers of God”: 

Except for God’s teachers there would be little hope of salvation, for the world of sin would seem forever real. The self-deceiving must deceive, for they must teach deception. And what else is hell? This is a manual for the teachers of God. 

A teacher of God is anyone who chooses to be one…. 

They come from all over the world. They come from all religions and from no religion…. 

There is a course for every teacher of God. The form of the course varies greatly. So do the particular teaching aids involved. But the content of the course never changes. Its central theme is always, “God’s Son is guiltless, and in his innocence is his salvation.” It does not matter who the teacher was before he heard the Call. He has become a savior by his answer…. 

Certain pupils have been assigned to each of God’s teachers, and they will begin to look for him as soon as he has answered the Call. They were chosen for him because the form of the universal curriculum that he will teach is best for them in view of their level of understanding. His pupils have been waiting for him, for his coming is certain. Again, it is only a matter of time. Once he has chosen to fulfill his role, they are ready to fulfill theirs…. 

When pupil and teacher come together, a teaching-learning situation begins…. The relationship is holy because of that purpose, and God has promised to send His Spirit into any holy relationship.[3] 

In addition to the three volumes described previously, an additional manual is suggested: Psychotherapy: Purpose, Process and Practice, for integrating Course concepts with modern psychotherapy. This is for the professional therapist who wishes to use Course teachings in his counseling practice.[4] 

Course encouragement toward psychic guidance is also obvious. Brian Van der Horst, writing in New Realities, observes that: “Above all, the Course instructs students in the discovery of their own inner guidance, the revelation of a spiritual voice that counsels one in all situations. The Voice or God or Holy Spirit, as it is called… gives everything from direction for making decisions on business, career, and life purpose, to advice to the lovelorn.”[5] 

Evaluation
All in all, the Course is a masterpiece of spiritual strategy. It claims to be a revelation from Jesus Christ Himself, and it is intelligently organized and simply written. It appeals to personal pride and can become almost addicting emotionally. It is carefully designed to radically restructure a person’s perception against Christian faith and toward New Age occultism. 

We would say the text was designed not only for spiritually searching individuals of a secular or psychic persuasion, but especially for nominal Christians in the church who have recognized the bankruptcy of theological liberalism and desire more spiritual “reality” in their lives. 

In essence, the Course simultaneously indoctrinates its students in Eastern metaphysics and human potential psychicism, while it specifically insulates them against biblical revelation and true Christianity. In achieving this end, its manipulation of psychological and emotional states is impressive. It offers carefully thought-out spiritual exercises, one for every day of the year. 

Publisher Robert Skutch observes, “The concepts of the Course are such that anyone who studies the material seriously must find that his or her perceptions are changing.…”[6] (Skutch is the author of Messages from My Higher Self, produced through a form of automatic writing.) 

Theological Content
As noted earlier, Eastern religion, particularly Hinduism (advaita Vedanta), plays an important part in the Course. Robert Skutch writes: 

What they now had in their possession was a spiritual document that was very closely related to the teachings of the non-dualistic Vedanta of the Hindu religion, and that the profundity of the Vedanta certainly paralleled the obvious profundity of the Course. He [Thetford] realized the basic spiritual teachings of both had many striking similarities to each other, and that the main difference between them was that the Course was stating the perennial philosophy of eternal truths in Christian terminology with a psychological application that seemed expressly aimed at a contemporary audience.[7] 

In Course philosophy, biblical words undergo drastic changes of purpose. Often, the new meanings are the opposite of their biblical meaning. For example, “atonement” no longer refers to Jesus Christ’s substitutionary death on the cross for sin. In biblical teaching, the atonement is based on the fact that man’s sinfulness separates him from God. Before man can be reconciled to God, there must be a divine judgment of sin. Christ sacrificed His own life on the cross – He was judged in our place – to accomplish this. This is what Christians mean by the word “atonement,” or the atoning sacrifice of Christ (John 3:16,18). In 1 John 2:2 and 4:10 we read, “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world,” and, “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” 
God tells everyone, “Your iniquities have separated you from your God” (Isa. 59:2), and therefore, because of God’s mercy to us, “God presented him [Christ] as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood [i.e., His death]. He did this to demonstrate his justice… at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies [those who have] faith in Jesus” (Rom. 3:25-26). 

But in the Course, the word “atonement” means the exact opposite: that one is not, and never has been, separate from God. Therefore, an atoning sacrifice in the biblical sense is meaningless. For the Course, the term “atonement” refers to correcting the belief that men are separate from God, which is presumed to be a false belief. 
Hence, because “the atonement” is not yet completed (i.e., some people still think they are separate from God), Course students are told they have an important role to play “in the Atonement.”[8] In other words, their job is to help reconcile men to the spiritual truth they are God and therefore cannot be separate from Him. 

According to the Bible, God freely pardons, or forgives, a believer’s sins on the basis of Jesus Christ’s atonement: “Who is a God like you, who pardons sins and forgives the transgression?” (Micah 7:18); and, “[We] are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus” (Rom. 3:24). And consider the important words of the apostle John, “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives” (1 John 1:8-10). But the Course denies this, just as it rejects the biblical concept of the atonement. 

The Course also denies the biblical teaching on forgiveness. “Forgiveness” does not pardon sins before God, because sins aren’t even real to begin with. Therefore, “forgiveness” merely involves the realization that there never were any sins to pardon. Likewise, “sinners” do not exist, because “sin” is an illusion. According to an interview with Course editor and teacher Kenneth Wapnick: 

Wapnick: There’s a line in the Course that says, God does not forgive because he has never condemned. Technically, God doesn’t forgive, God simply loves. Forgiveness in the Course is the correction for the belief in sin, the belief in separation, the belief in guilt. 

SCP [Spiritual Counterfeits Project]: Christ did not die for our sins? 

Wapnick: No. Absolutely not. Because once you see his death in that way, then you make sin real…. The whole idea of the Course is that sin is an illusion…. The crux of the whole thing is that our relationship with God has never been impaired. It’s only in our thinking that it was. In other words, for the Course, sin never really happened…. What Jesus did for us was show us that the separation never really happened.[9] 

As a result of this distorted theology, the Course approach to “salvation” lies in understanding that no one requires salvation in the biblical sense because all men are already divine. “Salvation” is merely accepting one’s “true” identity as being one in essence with God. Each individual is the Son of God; each is already perfect. Therefore, we need nothing from God because our true nature is God.[10] 

Sin, guilt death, judgment, propitiatory atonement and other biblical doctrines are viewed as “attack” philosophies by the Course. That is, they are concepts which greatly hinder spiritual “progress” and severely damage the realization of our “true” divine nature. Men must become free of these false, enslaving, and evil ideas if they desire true spiritual freedom. Otherwise, they choose to “remain in hell” and to “kill” the God of love.[11] 

In the Course worldview, orthodox Christian beliefs (biblical teachings given by the one true God) are held to be “evil,” “insane,” and “anti-Christ.” 

We can see just how unbiblical the instructions of the Course are when we contrast them to what the Bible teaches: 

(The Course explains that men are not separated from God. The Bible teaches, “Your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear” (Isa. 59:1-2). 

(The Course explains that there was no atonement for sin and that Jesus Christ did not die on the cross for our sins. The Bible teaches, “He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross…” (1 Pet. 2:24), and, “Jesus Christ, the Righteous One… is the atoning sacrifice for our sins” (1 John 2:1-2). Jesus Himself taught, “The Son of man did not come to be served, but to serve, and give His life a ransom for many” (Matt. 20:28). 

(The Course explains that no one needs to believe on Jesus Christ for forgiveness of sins. The Bible teaches, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). Jesus Himself warned, “If you do not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins” (John 8:24). And, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16, emphasis added).
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The Teachings of A Course in Miracles – Part 3
https://www.jashow.org/articles/general/a-course-in-miraclespart-3/
Course Theological Beliefs
The following list gives a representative sampling from Course theology to document the anti-biblical nature of A Course in Miracles. Remember that “Jesus” is supposedly speaking, and every individual is described as “the [or a] Son of God.” Obviously, when Jesus described Himself in the Bible as God’s “one and only son” (John 3:16, 18), He was denying Course teachings and indicating the most probable source of inspiration for this material. (All quotes except the first three [under “God”] are referenced by volume and page from A Course in Miracles.) 

God:
( “The Course says that God is impersonal…” (Dean C. Halverson, Kenneth Wapnick, “A Matter of Course: Conversations with Kenneth Wapnick” (Spiritual Counterfeits Journal, vol. 7, no. 1, 1987), p. 11) 

( “God Himself is incomplete without me” (Gerald Jampolsky, Good-Bye to Guilt: Releasing Fear Through Forgiveness (New York: Bantam, 1985), p. 182) 

( “God [is] simply… a nonphysical love force that is neither vengeful, judgmental, nor punishing – only loving and forgiving” (Ibid., pp. 43-44) 

Man:
(1:89 God created you as part of Him. That is both where you are and what you are. It is completely unalterable. It is total inclusion. You cannot change it now or ever. It is forever true. It is not a belief, but a Fact. 

(3:67 As God created you, you have all power. 

(2:353-54 “I am the holy Son of God Himself.” Here is your declaration of release from bondage of the world…. You are the holy Son of God Himself…. Be glad today how very easily is hell undone. You need but tell yourself: “I am the holy Son of God Himself. I cannot suffer, cannot be in pain; I cannot suffer loss, nor fail to do, All that salvation asks.” … The Son of God has come in glory to redeem the lost, to save the helpless, and to give the world the gift of his forgiveness…. You who perceive yourself as weak and frail … hear this: All power is given unto you in earth and Heaven. There is nothing that you cannot do….Then let the Son of God awaken from his sleep, and opening his holy eyes, return again to bless the world he made. Your glory is the light that saves the world. Do not withhold salvation longer. Look about the world, and see the suffering there. Is not your heart willing to bring your weary brothers rest? … They suffer pain until you have denied its hold on you. They die till you accept your own eternal life. You are the holy Son of God Himself. Remember this, and all the world is free. Remember this, and earth and Heaven are one. 

Sin:
(1:375 Sin is the grand illusion…. 

3:81 True perception… is the means by which the world is saved from sin, for sin does not exist. And it is this that true perception sees. 

(1:377-78 When you are tempted to believe that sin is real, remember this: if sin is real, both God and you are not…. Joyously [release] one another from the belief in sin. 

Guilt:
(1:243-44 The idea that the guiltless Son of God can attack himself and make himself guilty is insane. In any form, in anyone, believe this not. For sin and condemnation are the same, and the belief in one is faith in the other, calling for punishment instead of love. Nothing can justify insanity, and to call for punishment upon yourself must be insane. See no one, then, as guilty, and you will affirm the truth of guiltlessness unto yourself…. Guilt makes you blind, for while you see one spot of guilt within you, you will not see the light Do not be afraid to look within…. Can you see guilt where God knows there is perfect innocence? 

Forgiveness:
(2:475 We are forgiven now. And we are saved from all the wrath we thought belonged to God, and found it was a dream. 

(3:79 Forgiveness is for God and toward God but not of Him. It is impossible to think of anything He created that could need forgiveness. Forgiveness, then, is an illusion…. 

Jesus Christ:
(3:83 There is no need for [anyone’s] help [in order to] enter Heaven for you have never left…. The name of Jesus is the name of one who was a man but saw the face of Christ in all his brothers and remembered God. 
So he became identified with Christ, a man no longer, but at one with God. The man was an illusion…. Yet who can save [anything] unless he sees illusions and then identifies them as what they are? Jesus remains a Savior because he saw the false without accepting it as true. And Christ needed his form that He might appear to men and save them from their own illusions. In his complete identification with the Christ… Jesus became what all of you must be. He led the way for you to follow him…. Is he the Christ? O yes, along with you. 

The Incarnation and Second Coming:
(1:58 The First Coming of Christ is merely another name for the creation, for Christ is the Son of God. The Second Coming of Christ means nothing more than the end of the ego’s rule and the healing of the mind. 

Atonement:
(1:32-33,87 If the crucifixion is seen from an upside-down point of view, it does appear as if God permitted and even encouraged one of His Sons to suffer because he was good. This particularly unfortunate interpretation, which arose out of projection, has led many people to be bitterly afraid of God. Such anti-religious concepts enter into many religions. Yet the real Christian should pause and ask, “How could this be?” Is it likely that God Himself would be capable of the kind of thinking which His Own words have clearly stated is unworthy of His Son? The best defense, as always, is not to attack another’s position, but rather to protect the truth. It is unwise to accept any concept if you have to invent a whole frame of reference in order to justify it. Persecution frequently results in an attempt to “justify” the terrible misperception that God Himself persecuted His Own Son on behalf of salvation. It is so essential that all such thinking be dispelled that we must be sure that nothing of this kind remains in your mind. I was not “punished” because you were bad. The wholly benign lesson the Atonement teaches is lost if it is tainted with this kind of distortion in any form…. I have been correctly referred to as “the lamb of God who taketh away the sins of the world,” but those who represent the lamb as blood-stained do not understand the meaning of the symbol…. The message of the crucifixion is perfectly clear: “Teach only love, for that is what you are.” If you interpret the crucifixion in any other way, you are using it as a weapon for assault rather than as the call for peace for which it was intended. The Apostles often misunderstood it, and for the same reason that anyone misunderstands it. Their own imperfect love made them vulnerable to projection, and out of their own fear they spoke of the “wrath of God” as his retaliatory weapon. Nor could they speak of the crucifixion entirely without anger, because their sense of guilt bad made them angry. 

Salvation:
(2:125 you are one with God. Again, how simple is salvation! It is merely a statement of your true identity. 

(1:11, 53 A sense of separation from God is the only lack you really need to correct… Salvation is nothing more than “light-mindedness.”… 

(1:47 The journey to the cross should be the last “useless journey….” Do not make the pathetic error of “clinging to the old rugged cross….” This is not the Gospel I intended to offer you. We have another journey to undertake, and if you will read these lessons carefully they will help prepare you to undertake it. 

(1:90 The full awareness of the Atonement, then, is the recognition that the separation [from God] never occurred…. 

Death:
(3:63-64 Death is the central dream from which all illusions stem…. And no one asks if a benign Creator could will this…. Death is the symbol of the fear of God…. The grimness of the symbol is enough to show it cannot coexist with God…. He did not make death because He did not make fear. Both are equally meaningless to Him…. Teacher of God, your one assignment could be stated thus: Accept no compromise in which death plays a part…. And what is the end of death? Nothing but this; the realization that the Son of God is guiltless now and forever. Nothing but this. 

Judgment:
(1:29, 88,158 The Last Judgment is one of the most threatening ideas in your thinking. This is because you do not understand it. Judgment is not an attribute of God…. No one is punished for sins, and the Sons of God are not sinners…. Do not fear the Last Judgment, but welcome it…. The Second Coming is merely the return of sense. Can this possibly be fearful? 

Hell:
(3:66 As long as any mind remains possessed of evil dreams, the thought of hell is real. God’s teachers have the goal of wakening the minds of those asleep…. 

The Devil:
(1:45 The mind can make the belief in separation very real and very fearful, and this belief is the “devil.” 

The Creation:
(3:81 The world you see is an illusion of a word. God did not create it. 

Time:
(3:41 The world of time is the world of illusion. 

The above Course teachings prove beyond any doubt that the Jesus of the New Testament could not be its source. This means that the entity who dictated the Course to Helen Schucman lied when he claimed to be Jesus Christ. Thus, the most logical possibility for the true author of the Course is a demon, a spiritual underling of Satan, the one Jesus called liar and “a murder from the beginning” (John 8:44). 

Theological concepts in A Course in Miracles
https://www.jashow.org/articles/new-age/a-course-in-miracles/theological-concepts-in-a-course-in-miracles/ 

A brief overview of Course teachings prove beyond any doubt that the Jesus of the New Testament could not be its source. This means that the entity who dictated the Course to Helen Schucman lied when he claimed to be Jesus Christ. 

The following chart gives a representative sampling of theological teachings from A Course in Miracles to document the anti-biblical nature of the Course. Remember that “Jesus” is supposedly speaking, and every individual is described as “the [or a] Son of God.” Obviously, when Jesus described Himself in the Bible as God’s “one and only son” (John 3:16, 18), He was denying Course teachings and indicating the most probable source of inspiration for this material. (All quotes except the first three [under “God”] are referenced by volume and page from A Course in Miracles.[1]) 
	God
	“The Course says that God is impersonal…” (Kenneth Wapnick).[2] 

“God Himself is incomplete without me.”[3] 

“God [is] simply… a nonphysical love force that is neither vengeful, judgmental, nor punishing—only loving and forgiving.”[4] 


	Man
	1:89 God created you as part of Him. That is both where you are and what you are. It is completely unalterable. It is total inclusion. You cannot change it now or ever. It is forever true. It is not a belief, but a Fact. 

3:67 As God created you, you have all power. 

2:353-54 “I am the holy Son of God Himself.” Here is your declaration of release from bondage of the world…. You are the holy Son of God Himself … Be glad today how very easily is hell undone. You need but tell yourself: “I am the holy Son of God Himself. I cannot suffer, cannot be in pain; I cannot suffer loss, nor fail to do/All that salvation asks.”… The Son of God has come in glory to redeem the lost, to save the helpless, and to give the world the gift of his forgiveness…. You who perceive yourself as weak and frail… hear this: All power is given unto you in earth and Heaven. There is nothing that you cannot do…. 

Then let the Son of God awaken from his sleep, and opening his holy eyes, return again to bless the world he made. Your glory is the light that saves the world. Do not withhold salvation longer. Look about the world, and see the suffering there. Is not your heart willing to bring your weary brothers rest? … They suffer pain until you have denied its hold on you. They die till you accept your own eternal life. You are the holy Son of God Himself. Remember this, and all the world is free. Remember this, and earth and Heaven are one. 

	Sin
	1:375 Sin is the grand illusion…. 

3:81 True perception… is the means by which the world is saved from sin, for sin does not exist. And it is this that true perception sees. 

1:377-78 When you are tempted to believe that sin is real, remember this: If sin is real, both God and you are not…. Joyously [release] one another from the belief in sin. 

	Guilt
	1:243-44 The idea that the guiltless Son of God can attack himself and make himself guilty is insane. In any form, in anyone, believe this not. For sin and condemnation are the same, and the belief in one is faith in the other, calling for punishment instead of love. Nothing can justify insanity, and to call for punishment upon yourself must be insane. 

See no one, then, as guilty, and you will affirm the truth of guiltlessness unto yourself…. Guilt makes you blind, for while you see one spot of guilt within you, you will not see the light. Do not be afraid to look within…. Can you see guilt where God knows there is perfect innocence? 

	Forgiveness
	2:475 We are forgiven now. And we are saved from all the wrath we thought belonged to God, and found it was a dream. 

3:79 Forgiveness is for God and toward God but not of Him. It is impossible to think of anything He created that could need forgiveness. Forgiveness, then, is an illusion…. 

	Jesus Christ
	3:83 There is no need for [anyone’s] help [in order to] enter Heaven for you have never left…. The name of Jesus is the name of one who was a man but saw the face of Christ in all his brothers and remembered God. So he became identified with Christ, a man no longer, but at one with God. The man was an illusion…. Yet who can save [anything] unless he sees illusions and then identifies them as what they are? Jesus remains a Savior because he saw the false without accepting it as true. And Christ needed his form that He might appear to men and save them from their own illusions. 
In his complete identification with the Christ… Jesus became what all of you must be. He led the way for you to follow him… Is he the Christ? O yes, along with you. 

	The Incarnation and Second Coming
	1:58 The First Coming of Christ is merely another name for the creation, for Christ is the Son of God. The Second Coming of Christ means nothing more than the end of the ego’s rule and the healing of the mind. 

	Atonement
	1:32-33, 87 If the crucifixion is seen from an upside-down point of view, it does appear as if God permitted and even encouraged one of His Sons to suffer because he was good. This particularly unfortunate interpretation, which arose out of projection, has led many people to be bitterly afraid of God. Such anti-religious concepts enter into many religions. Yet the real Christian should pause and ask, “How could this be?” Is it likely that God Himself would be capable of the kind of thinking which His Own words have clearly stated is unworthy of His Son? 

The best defense, as always, is not to attack another’s position, but rather to protect the truth. It is unwise to accept any concept if you have to invert a whole frame of reference in order to justify it…. Persecution frequently results in an attempt to “justify” the terrible misperception that God Himself persecuted His Own Son on behalf of salvation…. It is so essential that all such thinking be dispelled that we must be sure that nothing of this kind remains in your mind. I was not “punished” because you were bad. The wholly benign lesson the Atonement teaches is lost if it is tainted with this kind of distortion in any form…. 

I have been correctly referred to as “the lamb of God who taketh away the sins of the world,” but those who represent the lamb as blood-stained do not understand the meaning of the symbol…. 

The message of the crucifixion is perfectly clear: “Teach only love, for that is what you are.” 

If you interpret the crucifixion in any other way, you are using it as a weapon for assault rather than as the call for peace for which it was intended. The Apostles often misunderstood it, and for the same reason that anyone misunderstands it. Their own imperfect love made them vulnerable to projection, and out of their own fear they spoke of the “wrath of God” as his retaliatory weapon. Nor could they speak of the crucifixion entirely without anger, because their sense of guilt had made them angry (emphasis added). 

	Salvation
	2:125 You are one with God. Again, how simple is salvation! It is merely a statement of your true identity. 

1:11, 53 A sense of separation from God is the only lack you really need to correct…. Salvation is nothing more than “right-mindedness.” … 

1:47 The journey to the cross should be the last “useless journey….” Do not make the pathetic error of “clinging to the old rugged cross….” This is not the Gospel I intended to offer you. We have another journey to undertake, and if you will read these lessons carefully they will help prepare you to undertake it. 

1:90 The full awareness of the Atonement, then, is the recognition that the separation [from God] never occurred.… 

	Death
	3:63-64 Death is the central dream from which all illusions stem…. 

And no one asks if a benign Creator could will this…. 

Death is the symbol of the fear of God…. The grimness of the symbol is enough to show it cannot coexist with God…. He did not make death because He did not make fear. Both are equally meaningless to Him…. 

Teacher of God, your one assignment could be stated thus: Accept no compromise in which death plays a part … And what is the end of death? Nothing but this; the realization that the Son of God is guiltless now and forever. Nothing but this. 

	Judgment
	1:29, 88, 158 The Last Judgment is one of the most threatening ideas in your thinking. This is because you do not understand it. Judgment is not an attribute of God…. 

No one is punished for sins, and the Sons of God are not sinners…. 

Do not fear the Last Judgment, but welcome it…. The Second Coming is merely the return of sense. Can this possibly be fearful? 

	Hell
	3:66 As long as any mind remains possessed of evil dreams, the thought of hell is real. God’s teachers have the goal of wakening the minds of those asleep…. 

	The Devil
	1:45 The mind can make the belief in separation very real and very fearful, and this belief is the “devil.” 

	The Creation
	3:81 The world you see is an illusion of a world. God did not create it. 

	Time
	3:41 The world of time is the world of illusion. 


The above Course teachings prove beyond any doubt that the Jesus of the New Testament could not be its source. This means that the entity who dictated the Course to Helen Schucman lied when he claimed to be Jesus Christ. Thus, the most logical possibility for the true author of the Course is a demon, a spiritual underling of Satan, the one Jesus called a liar and “a murderer from the beginning” (John 8:44). 
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Dr. John Ankerberg is founder and president of The John Ankerberg Show, the most-watched Christian worldview show in America. His television and radio programs are broadcast into 106 million American homes and are available in more than 200 nations in 12 languages. Author, co-author, or contributor of 158 books and study guides in 20 languages, his writings have sold more than 3 million copies and reach millions of readers each year online.
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Dr. John Weldon (born February 6, 1948) went to be with the Lord on August 30, 2014 following a long-time battle with cancer. John served for more than 20 years as a researcher for The John Ankerberg Show. During his tenure, he authored or coauthored more than 100 books, including the best-selling Facts On Series of books that has sold more than 2.5 million copies in 16 languages. His final book, published in July 2014 with Harvest House Publishers (coauthored with John Ankerberg), is especially fitting. How to Know You’re Going to Heaven offers a biblical and personal look at the way God has provided salvation through Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12) and the confidence the believer can have of eternity with Him in heaven (1 John 5:13). John’s life and work have touched countless others seeking to grow spiritually and better understand the Bible. His friends describe him as genuine, humble, and passionate to share the hope of eternal life with everyone he met. His work will continue through his many books, his online writings at The John Ankerberg Show website (JAshow.org), as well as through the many people John has personally influenced through his ministry.

SOME RELATED FILES
A COURSE IN MIRACLES-BIBLE OF THE NEW AGE MOVEMENT 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/A_COURSE_IN_MIRACLES-BIBLE_OF_THE_NEW_AGE_MOVEMENT.doc
A COURSE IN MIRACLES-SUSAN BRINKMANN 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/A_COURSE_IN_MIRACLES-SUSAN_BRINKMANN.doc
