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US Catholic priests conspiring to create ‘priestless parishes’ run by ‘deaconnesses’
 HYPERLINK ""  https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/us-catholic-priests-conspiring-to-create-priestless-parishes-run-by-deaconn
By Michael Hichborn, Lepanto Institute, November 28, 2017
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The abusive deconstruction of the Mass began in the late 1960’s, introducing liturgical dancers and girl altar-boys to the Catholic Church. Organizations like Call to Action, FutureChurch, Pax Christi, and a host of others have done their utmost to tear down the Traditions of the Church, replacing them with neo-pagan practices. Now, an organization operating under the name “Association of U.S. Catholic Priests” (AUSCP) is actively working to complete the paganization of the Catholic Church by establishing Catholic parishes run by “ordained” deaconesses.
Recent articles by the National Catholic Reporter (NCR) and ChurchMilitant.com caused us to take notice of the AUSCP. After performing a quick review of a broad spectrum of reporting (both friendly and hostile) on the AUSCP, we commissioned an Organization Profile and related research on the organization itself and its activities. Over the next several weeks, we will be reporting on various aspects of the findings in the commissioned report, but for this first article, we will focus primarily on the AUSCP’s blueprint for creating Catholic parishes run by deaconesses.

In an August 2016 press release, the AUSCP published a statement signed by its leadership team which claims that “ordaining woman permanent deacons will enhance pastoral ministry to God’s people.” This position by the AUSCP is not a new one, however, as the press release points out:

“In its national assembly held in Seattle, WA, in June of 2013, the Association of United States Catholic Priests (AUSCP) passed a resolution to promote the ongoing discussion of the ordination of women as permanent deacons in our Catholic Church.“
The resolution mentioned in the press release did more than simply “promote ongoing discussion” on the ordination of women as deacons, however. Taking matters a step further, the resolution specifically called for the ordination of women as deacons and a rewriting of Canon law to lift restrictions against the ordination of women.  The passed resolution says:
Proposal 7

“Be it resolved The Association of U.S. Catholic Priests (AUSCP) supports the ordination of women to the permanent diaconate and recommends:
(That the ongoing discussion of the ordination of women to the diaconate continue;

(That the US Catholic Bishops publicly support the restoration of the ancient practice of ordaining deaconesses; (cf. Constitution of the Holy Apostles, 8. 19-20)

(That the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) request amendment of canon 1024 which restricts valid sacred ordination to baptized males alone.”

This support for female deacons, however, is not intended to be an end in itself, but a stepping stone to something far more insidious. At the end of the day, as with nearly all dissident, heretical sects like this one, the end goal is the priestly ordination of women by stages. The AUSCP’s Proposal 7 was immediately followed by a resolution for the ordination of women as priestesses:
Proposal 8

“Be it resolved that the Association of U.S. Catholic Priests (AUSCP), call for the study of, and an open discussion for the ordination of women and married men to the priesthood.” Rationale:
(This is a first necessary step (…study and discussion…)

(The People of God need shepherds

(The people of God need sacraments

Let’s review the progression … AUSCP asserts its full-throated support for the ordination of women to the permanent diaconate and the removal of restrictions to the ordination of women.  Following that, AUSCP proposes “open discussion” on the ordination of women to the priestesshood. In the rationale, it calls “open discussion” a necessary first step toward ordaining women as priestesses. It’s worth noting that “open discussion” is never truly about an academic exercise directed toward Truth, but is more in line with the directed dialogue initiated by the serpent in Eden. In other words, just the possibility of having this discussion is seen as necessary for getting what they want … ordained women. But, before there can be a dialogue about the viability of ordaining women as priestesses, there must first be something to talk about and something to show as support for their position.  This is why opening the door to the female diaconate is so important to them, and why their plan for “priestlesses parishes” is so integral to the plan.

AUSCP has a document on its website titled, “PASTORAL CARE IN AND THROUGH PRIESTLESS PARISHES.” In this document, the blueprint never specifies deaconesses or priestesses, but when considered in the light of the above proposals, the push for “priestless parishes” takes on a much darker tone than even the title suggests.

It’s bad enough to consider the proposal for a parish without a priestly pastor.  But this proposal suggests an avenue by which deaconesses could take the place of priests as “Pastoral Leaders” of a parish.  The proposal suggests that Pastoral Leaders will:

“take responsibility for the day to day coordination of parish activities, and take initiative as needed to motivate, to correct, and to affirm persons who work in the parish ministries; and where needed, provide conflict resolution and reconciliation. To be a true pastoral leader he/she must lead worship where appropriate, and likewise break open the Word.  In short, he/she would be in the role of pastor, excepting sacramental ministry, and under the supervision of the canonical pastor.”
Here’s the thing … the current code of Canon Law permits only males to lead in liturgical worship.  But … the reasoning goes … if a woman can take on the administrative duties of a deacon, and the priest is stretched too thin, why not allow her to also act in his place while he is away.  Ordaining a woman as a deaconess would allow women to read the Gospels, give sermons, and conduct baptisms, weddings, and funerals.  Women are already distributing Holy Communion, so why not let them conduct Communion Services in the absence of a priest?  The only thing she couldn’t do is consecrate.

So, as an answer to the priest shortage crisis, the AUSCP (and others) proposes the ordination of women to the diaconate.  The next step is to appoint them as pastoral leaders in “priestless parishes,” where a local priest runs around several parishes to conduct an occasional Mass to consecrate enough hosts to last until his next visit.  In this capacity, the deaconess/pastoral leader will conduct Communion services without the Mass, looking for all intents and purposes like a priestess without actually being one.  And then, if AUSCP (and its cohorts) can get some bishop somewhere to experiment with their proposal for “priestless parishes,” implementing ordained deaconesses as Pastoral Leaders, then it can proceed to its second proposal, which is open discussion for the ordination of women as priestesses.  At this point, since women would already be doing just about everything else a priest does, with the exception of consecration, the logical next step is “simply” ordaining women to the priestesshood.

While it may seem a far cry for this to happen, the AUSCP has a great deal of influence through the bishops who have willingly participated in their conferences.  For instance, then Archbishop Cupich of Chicago celebrated Mass for AUSCP’s Assembly in 2016.
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The AUSCP’s Assembly in 2017 had the keynote address given by Archbishop Wilton Gregory of Atlanta, Georgia.
Archbishop Wester of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, New Mexico was a participant, and Bishop Gregory Hartmayer, of the Diocese of Savannah, gave a retreat to the AUSCP.

At the 2017 Assembly, Archbishop Wester agreed to serve in a newly created position called Episcopal Moderator. Quite conveniently, the AUSCP 2018 Assembly will be in Albuquerque, NM: June 25-28, 2018.
Bishop McElroy of San Diego, California is slated to be a featured speaker in that assembly. Considering that there is a persistent rumor that Bp. McElroy is slated to replace Cardinal Wuerl in Washington, DC, his involvement in the AUSCP may be more significant. Only time will tell.

It’s important to point out a few other influential figures who participated in the AUSCP Assemblies. Fr. Thomas Rosica, who is the CEO of Canada’s Salt and Light Media Foundation and was appointed by Pope Francis as the English language Media Attaché of the Holy See Press Office, participated in the AUSCP’s 2015 Assembly.  As Fr. Rosica was being introduced, the speaker mistakenly identified Fr. Rosica with EWTN, which drew boos and laughs, and the speaker apologized for “insulting” Fr. Rosica for doing so.
Other prominent figures you may recognize are Fr. Bryan Massingale: [image]
Sister Simone Campbell: [image]
Massimo Faggioli: [image]
Fr. Greg Boyle: [image]
And Jack Jezreel, founder of JustFaith Ministries: [image]
If you think this is far-fetched and would never happen in the Catholic Church, let’s examine a few things that have been allowed to happen in Catholic Churches over the last 60 years.

Egocentric liturgical dancing has replaced Christocentric reverence and awe.
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Gross abuses such as mock-sacrifice offered through puppets have been allowed to replace the True and sublime Sacrifice.
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Clown Masses have been permitted while the Traditional Mass has been suppressed.
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Holy Communion has been allowed to be distributed by laymen (including women), and in the hand, replacing the distribution of Communion ONLY by a priest and on the tongue.
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The point is, the danger posed by the AUSCP should not be blown off as a passing fad concocted by some aging, effeminate priests.
In subsequent articles, we will examine the structure of the AUSCP and give tips on how to identify whether AUSCP’s influence has spread to your parish.
2 of 15 readers’ comments

1 How pathetic, yet telling, that most of the clerics and religious supporting this diabolical group/plan chose not wear any clerical vestments, such as a roman collar or religious habit, even when they were scheduled as major speakers or honoured guests at events.
What a contrast between Ven. Ab. Sheen and the archbishop shown here; the former would have been unmistakable in his black and purple cassock and pectoral cross, but who would have known that the other guy was even a Catholic--let alone an archbishop--if the author didn't explicitly tell us? They're required by canon law to be identifiable as a cleric even if they're wearing more culturally normal clothes!
But considering their support for this group, their outward comportment devoid of any signs of the Catholic Faith likely reflects a similar interior disposition.

Holy Mary, Virgin Mother of God, pray for us. Help these people, and all who support them, to see and accept God's beautiful and complimentary plan for the sexes. Amen.

2 Here in St. Louis, every parish has a woman pastoral associate who is being trained to be a pastor. I was at a Mass two years ago where the 85 year old assistant pastor was giving a sermon. The woman pastoral associate who was sitting behind the organ as musical director, stood right up in the middle of the sermon and challenged Msgr. Forst on his interpretation. The priest then remarked that "now is not the time to debate". He died soon after. --- The interesting tidbit is that almost all of these women are lesbians. This dovetails with the gay infiltration of the Church. You just have to wait. The agenda is progressing. The priesthood is being phased out primarily because it is already dying. There is a definite link between these gay priests and lesbian nuns, read Malachi Martin, and the political establishment. How much of a celebration would there be if something physically happened to the president?
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Sister Jackie Doepker, executive secretary with a bunch of AUSCP priests
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Sr. Norma Pimentel/Sister Suzanne Giblin, CSJ, and Father Bernard Bonnot/Sr. Giblin with AUSCP priests
The Unholy AUSCP (Association of U. S. Catholic Priests)
The Unholy AUSCP, leading Catholicism into Priest-less Parishes, Women's Ordination, Homosexual Priests, and the end of true Catholic Faith and Practice in America.

By Vic Biorseth https://www.CatholicAmericanThinker.com/, Monday, December 04, 2017
https://www.catholicamericanthinker.com/Unholy-AUSCP.html
Remember what it means to be Holy. It means to be "set apart" from all that is profane. To be set apart for a holy purpose. 

Holiness means separateness. 

Unholiness means inclusiveness. 

The evil super-inclusive multicultural movement has a new dedicated organization of anti-Catholic Catholic Priests, who are challenging the separateness aspect of holiness. Rather than separate the Church from the world, they seek to bring the world into the Church. 

The new (to me) AUSCP (Association of U.S. Catholic Priests) seems to be following in the footsteps of other "Catholic" opponents of Catholic Doctrine and Tradition, such as "Call to Action", FutureChurch" and "Pax Christi" in making the Church less Catholic and more Pagan. To be more welcoming to the whole wide world. 
There are a whole slew of Catholic Bishops who are all-in in supporting the goals of AUSCP. This is not a small threat to the faith. 

Get more details from Lepanto Institute on AUSCP, and more from Church Militant on AUSCP. 

I just want you to beware. Be aware. If any of your Priests or you Bishop are involved in this evil organization, you need to consider finding the nearest FSSP Parish and moving your worship and your tithing there. 

The main problem, as I see it, is that Pope Francis seems more likely to support this evil organization than to oppose it. 

Pray for the Pope, pray for the Church, and pray for America. 
Open Letter to US Bishops Regarding AUSCP
https://www.lepantoinstitute.org/open-letter-us-bishops-regarding-auscp/
By Michael Hichborn, July 11, 2018
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The following open letter was sent this morning to bishops of the United States. The Lepanto Institute has created a web page with a sample letter that concerned parishioners can send to their bishops, asking them to ban the AUSCP from their diocese and forbid their priests from being members.  NOTE THIS WELL – Call to Action and the succeeding decades of liturgical abuse and heresy could have been stopped, dead in their tracks if we had the ability to conduct this kind of research and get the word out as quickly as we can now.  We have an opportunity here to stop what will in all likelihood become “Call to Action: Round 2” by stopping the AUSCP.  Please contact your local bishop and ask him to banish AUSCP from your diocese. Here again is the link to the sample letter.
Dear Eminences and Excellencies,

Since last November, the Lepanto Institute has been investigating and reporting on the actions and goals of an organization of priests called the Association of United States Catholic Priests (AUSCP).  What we have discovered is that this organization of priests, which claims to be “the largest association of priests in the United States,” is:

(promoting women’s ordination to the diaconate (with eyes on the priestly ordination of women),

(homosexuality,

(priestless parishes,

(married priests, and a host of other heterodox positions.

In addition to this, we found that the AUSCP is acting in concert with heretical and condemned entities, such as New Ways Ministry, Dignity USA, FutureChurch, and the International Church Reform Network (ICRN).  AUSCP was even instrumental in helping the dissident Fr. Helmut Schuller find a speaking venue, contravening the expressed wishes of Cardinal O’Malley, Archbishop Chaput, and Archbishop Vigneron, who banned him from speaking in their respective dioceses.

Two weeks ago, I personally went to Albuquerque, NM to observe the AUSCP as it held its annual assembly there.  In addition to the common sight of these priests wearing rainbow pins on their lanyards and seeing the plethora of pro-homosexual literature proliferating the exhibition hall, I was able to sit in on a keynote address delivered by Fr. Richard Rohr, who denied the inerrancy of Scripture, denied the infallibility of the Pope, and claimed that Christianity was a “religion of white privilege.”

Your Eminences and Excellencies, the AUSCP is an organization which poses a clear and present danger to the faith and to the faithful.  I bring this information to your attention because they are a growing threat to the faith and to your flock, and their members are likely already present in your diocese.  If you examine this organization on your own, I am confident you will see that this is an organization that should be banned and membership forbidden.

Please know that we pray sincerely and earnestly for all of you every day.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Michael Hichborn
President, Lepanto Institute
Reports on the AUSCP:

(AUSCP's Plan for Ordained Women and Priestless parishes
(AUSCP' Idea for Priestly Formation and Info on Conference speakers
(AUSCP's Desire to Obtain Funding from Unsuspecting, Pew-sitting Catholics
(AUSCP's Membership in an International Network of Heretical Organizations
(AUSCP's Alliance with Heretical, Pro-Sodomy Organizations
(AUSCP's Keynote Address from Notorious Priest, Fr. Richard Rohr
(AUSCP's Vision of the Church in Relation to the Vision of Bl. Anne Catherine Emmerich
The Association of US Catholic Priests: Fighting for Heterodoxy, with Support from Bishops
https://onepeterfive.com/auscp-heterodoxy-priests-bishops/
By Michael Hichborn, Lepanto Institute, July 9, 2018

For the last several weeks, the Lepanto Institute has been investigating and reporting on a heretical priestly organization called the Association of United States Catholic Priests (AUSCP). This organization promotes women’s ordination to the diaconate (with eyes on the priestly ordination of women), homosexuality, priestless parishes, married priests, and a host of other heterodox positions.
If you’re interested in having a better understanding of this international movement to spread heresy throughout the Church, previous Lepanto Institute reports on the AUSCP include the following:

(AUSCP’s Plan for Ordained Women and Priestless parishes
(Wester Participating in AUSCP Conference
(AUSCP’s Desire to Obtain Funding from Unsuspecting, Pew-sitting Catholics
(The AUSCP is a Cog in the International Heresy Machine
(AUSCP’s Alliance with Heretical, Pro-Sodomy Organizations
(AUSCP’s Keynote Address from Notorious Priest, Fr. Richard Rohr
Last week, the Lepanto Institute was on location for the AUSCP’s annual assembly, where heretical organizations such as FutureChurch, Voice of the Faithful, the Vatican-condemned New Ways Ministry, and the blasphemous Dignity USA were provided table space for the spread of their errors. Rainbow pins and rainbow buttons that read, “I am equally blessed,” and “Love is love” were a common sight on the lanyards of the priests attending the assembly.
One Brochure for a conference directed at nuns called “Gracious Embodiment: Embracing a Capacious Sexuality” claims that it is a “dialogue among lesbian sisters, congregational leaders, and formation & vocation ministers.” Another one attempts to answer questions about “Transgender People, Gender Identity, and Gender Expression.”

The most chilling of all the literature being spread among the vendors came from the AUSCP itself.

The inside of the AUSCP document explains that its mission is to enact “constructive efforts” to build up a new church in place of the old one, establishing a new foundation with new pillars. Here’s what the AUSCP says:

Theologian Hermann Pottmeyer views our Vatican II era as “an unfinished building site” similar to the building of a new St. Peter’s Basilica during the 1500s.

Construction began with the laying of a foundation and erection of pillars and walls around the old basilica of Constantine. That prepared the way for roof and dome to complete the new outer structure. That took decades. Meanwhile, the old church stayed in place, conditioning the progress of the new. once the external structure was complete, the old basilica was removed.

Similarly, Pottmeyer sees Vatican II as designing a new church to develop around the existing one. The Council’s 16 documents laid a new foundation. The four constitutions on Liturgy, Church, Revelation and Church in the Modern World are the new pillars. Consolidating and finishing a renewed church, inside and out, continues. Like St. Peter’s and the works of previous Councils, it is a work of centuries.

Much remains to be done. We are all part of the renewal team. This divine project – building up the People of God for our era – is the challenge of our time. AUSCP’s mission is to help us all respond to that challenge by working together as one.

This AUSCP handout closes by stating that it was created to build up this “new church.” It says:

We ALL need to be involved. We ALL need to work together with our leadership to accomplish the Spirit’s mission of building up the Church of our time [emphasis added], the People of God.

AUSCP WAS CREATED TO HELP US DO THAT. [Emphasis original.]

Be part of this great work of our lives – building a holy and truly Catholic church for our age. [Emphasis added.]

It should come as no surprise that one of the songs heard coming from the AUSCP conference hall is titled “Sing a New Church,” the refrain of which is:

Let us bring the gifts that differ and, in splendid, varied ways,
sing a new Church into being, one in faith and love and praise.

In light of the AUSCP’s imagery of building up a new church, and then tearing down the old one, another AUSCP brochure calls for priests to “be a part of Hope’s revolution,” wherein the chairman of the AUSCP leadership team, Fr. Bob Bonnot, exclaims that “Vatican II’s reforms and directions are irreversible.”

The AUSCP isn’t alone in this endeavor, as it has strongly allied itself with FutureChurch, Voice of the Faithful, Call to Action, the Women’s Ordination Conference, We Are Church, New Ways Ministry, Dignity USA, and several other organizations acting locally and internationally to edit the doctrines and dogmas of the Faith. What is most alarming about this is that they are doing it with the apparent approval of sitting cardinals and bishops, such as Cardinal Cupich, Abp. Wester, Abp. Gregory, and Bp. McElroy. While faithful Catholics may look at those names and brush them off as liberal ideologues confined to their own dioceses, it is important to remember that the AUSCP boasts a membership list of over 1,500 priests in the United States alone…and the group is constantly networking and recruiting. Those are priests working in parishes, chanceries, and seminaries, and as they say in their brochure, they look at their work as the work of centuries.

All of this imagery of building up a “new” church and tearing down the old may sound familiar to amateur students of Catholic prophecy. In the early 1800s, a Catholic mystic, whose body bore the stigmata, experienced a series of prophetic visions regarding what she called a “Counterfeit Church.” In her visions of this counterfeit Church, she saw workers building this new church over the old one, which they intend to demolish. The following excerpts of Anne Catherine Emmerich’s writings describe precisely what the AUSCP (and its allies) says of itself.
I saw the fatal consequences of this counterfeit church; I saw it increase; I saw heretics of all kinds flocking to the city. I saw the ever-increasing tepidity of the clergy, the circle of darkness ever widening. And now the vision became more extended. I saw in all places Catholics oppressed, annoyed, restricted, and deprived of liberty, churches were closed, and great misery prevailed everywhere with war and bloodshed. I saw rude, ignorant people offering violent resistance, but this state of things lasted not long. Again I saw in vision St. Peter’s undermined according to a plan devised by the secret sect while, at the same time, it was damaged by storms; but it was delivered at the moment of greatest distress. Again I saw the Blessed Virgin extending her mantle over it. …

I saw heartrending misery, playing, drinking, gossiping, even courting going on in the church. All sorts of abominations were committed in it; they had even set up a ninepin alley in the middle of it. The priests let things go their way and said Mass very irreverently; only a few of them were still a little intelligent and pious. …

I saw that many pastors allowed themselves to be taken up with ideas that were dangerous to the Church. They were building a great, strange, and extravagant Church. Everyone was to be admitted in it in order to be united and have equal rights: Protestants, Catholics, sects of every description. Such was to be the new Church. …

I saw St. Peter’s. A great crowd of men was trying to pull it down whilst others constantly built it up again. Lines connected these men one with another and with others throughout the whole world. I was amazed at their perfect understanding.

The demolishers, mostly apostates and members of different sects, broke off whole pieces and worked according to rules and instructions. They wore white aprons bound with blue riband. In them were pockets and they had trowels stuck in their belts. The costumes of the others were various.

There were among the demolishers distinguished men wearing uniforms and crosses. They did not work themselves but they marked out on the wall with a trowel where and how it should be torn down. To my horror, I saw among them Catholic Priests. Whenever the workmen did not know how to go on, they went to a certain one in their party. He had a large book which seemed to contain the whole plan of the building and the way to destroy it.” …

I saw again the strange big church that was being built there [in Rome]. There was nothing holy in it. I saw this just as I saw a movement led by Ecclesiastics to which contributed angels, saints and other Christians. But there all the work was being done mechanically. Everything was being done, according to human reason. I saw all sorts of people, things, doctrines, and opinions. There was something proud, presumptuous, and violent about it, and they seemed to be very successful. I did not see a single Angel nor a single saint helping in the work. But far away in the background, I saw the seat of a cruel people armed with spears, and I saw a laughing figure which said: ‘Do build it as solid as you can; we will put it to the ground’.
I saw that many of the instruments in the new Church, such as spears and darts, were meant to be used against the living Church. Everyone dragged in something different: clubs, rods, pumps, cudgels, puppets, mirrors, trumpets, horns bellows – all sorts of things. In the cave below (the sacristy) some people kneaded bread, but nothing came of it; it would not rise. The men in the little mantles brought wood to the steps of the pulpit to make a fire. They puffed and blew and labored hard, but the fire would not burn. All they produced was smoke and fumes. Then they broke a hole in the roof and ran up a pipe, but the smoke would not rise, and the whole place became black and suffocating. Some blew the horns so violently that the tears streamed from their eyes. All in this church belonged to the earth, returned to the earth. All was dead, the work of human skill, a church of the latest style, a church of man’s invention like the new heterodox church in Rome.

The fact of the matter is that there is an international push to demolish the traditions and teachings of the Universal Church in favor of a more inclusive, modern Church centered on man rather than Our Blessed Lord. The AUSCP and its allies pose a clear and present danger to the Faith and to the faithful, not because they possess any real power or authority, but because they are being given legitimacy by prominent bishops and cardinals, who are aiding them in their work. The longer this cabal of heterodoxy is permitted to operate and function without fear of consequences or reprisals, the greater its influence will become. But as Bl. Anne Catherine pointed out, a message we hear repeated at Fatima, at the moment of greatest distress, the Church will be delivered by the Blessed Virgin herself. Let us remain committed to the daily Rosary, praying fervently for the Triumph of the Immaculate Heart.

Our Lady of Victory, pray for us!

Dissident priest group backed by prominent bishops demands Catholic priestesses
 HYPERLINK ""  https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/dissident-priest-group-backed-by-prominent-bishops-demands-catholic-priestesses
By Michael Hichborn, Lepanto Institute, June 25, 2019
The Association of US Catholic Priests (AUSCP), which claims a priestly membership of just over 1,300 priests, issued a white paper on May 8, 2019, titled "AUSCP Declaration on the Status of Women." This white paper calls for the priestly ordination of women and utilizes condemned Modernist reasoning to reach its conclusions. According to the St. Louis Dispatch, AUSCP members will be asked to affirm this declaration at the ongoing AUSCP 2019 Assembly in St. Louis.
The Lepanto Institute has written extensively on the AUSCP's promotion of homosexuality, priestless parishes, female deacons, and more:

(AUSCP's Plan for Ordained Women and Priestless parishes
(AUSCP' Idea for Priestly Formation and Info on Conference speakers
(AUSCP's Desire to Obtain Funding from Unsuspecting, Pew-sitting Catholics
(AUSCP's Membership in an International Network of Heretical Organizations
(AUSCP's Alliance with Heretical, Pro-Sodomy Organizations
(AUSCP's Keynote Address from Notorious Priest, Fr. Richard Rohr
(AUSCP's Vision of the Church in Relation to the Vision of Bl. Anne Catherine Emmerich
This year, Cardinal Blase Cupich is giving the AUSCP's keynote address and Abp. Robert Carlson of St. Louis, MO is celebrating the AUSCP's Mass on Wednesday. Currently, Abp. John Wester serves as the AUSCP's episcopal moderator to the USCCB, Bp. John Stowe is an active member, and Abp. Wilton Gregory, Bp. Gregory Hartmeyer and Bp. Robert McElroy have all participated in AUSCP events. Given what we are about to reveal, these prelates must immediately condemn the AUSCP in order to avoid being actively involved in what is clearly a declaration of heresy.

In the introduction of the white paper, the AUSCP makes abundantly clear that its call for the priestly ordination of women is an adopted and formal position of the AUSCP leadership team. It also encourages AUSCP priests to spread and promote this ideology to vulnerable members of their parishes. It says:
On May 28, 2019, the Leadership Team of the Association of US Catholic Priests (AUSCP) approved a Declaration on the Status of Women in the Church. We invite you to read the document and discuss it in your parish or community.

This 23-page screed goes to great lengths to discard 2,000 years of Catholic orthodoxy in order to make way for the conclusion that the priestly ordination of women is even possible. But once concluded that it is possible to ordain women, it then makes the incredible leap that not ordaining women is an act of injustice that must be rectified.

Leading to the conclusion that women should be ordained as priests, the document begins by directly attacking the Church's most fundamental teachings and structures. In what is perhaps the boldest and most striking assertion, the AUSCP actually proposes doing away with the Church's institutional pillars in favor of a more intuitive approach. In the Declaration on the Status of Women, the AUSCP claims that, the Church abandoned an "open system" of theology due to the rise of Constantine in the 4th century and became "fixated" on "notions of law, order and orthodoxy" and that this fixation continues today. This fixation on orthodoxy "impairs the institutional Church's ability to interact and adapt to shifts in modern biology, evolution and quantum physics." (p.6)

The AUSCP takes this a step further:

This theological framework has produced ecclesial structures that maintain outmoded philosophical notions of nature, gender, and personhood. Rules, fixed order, dogmatic formulas, unyielding laws, patriarchy, authority, and obedience have rendered the Church resistant to the radical interconnectivity that marks all levels of nature. The Church is bound to die out unless the system undergoes radical transformation. Thus, the institutional Church needs to consider the evolving insights of science and the universe. Or, as Elizabeth Johnson, CSJ wrote, "the church therefore needs to look to the world to discover God's designs for the present time." [emphasis added]

This call by the AUSCP to change "outdated theology" because it is "out of step with scientific findings" and a "world that is evolving" was expressly condemned in the Canons of the First Vatican Council:

If anyone says that it is possible that at some time, given the advancement of knowledge, a sense may be assigned to the dogmas propounded by the Church which is different from that which the Church has understood and understands: let him be anathema. (Can. 4:3)

Let it be clear, by formally establishing a proposition that perfectly aligns with the Church's formal condemnation of Modernism as a defined heresy — complete with anathema sit — the AUSCP as an organization has placed itself, its members and its supporters in the realm of material heresy. If they do not publicly and without reservation correct this, the material heresy could become formal.

Also, Pope Pius X's Lamentabili Sane condemns the following propositions both expressly held in the AUSCP white paper on p. 6:
63. The Church shows that she is incapable of effectively maintaining evangelical ethics since she obstinately clings to immutable doctrines which cannot be reconciled with modern progress.

64. Scientific progress demands that the concepts of Christian doctrine concerning God, creation, revelation, the Person of the Incarnate Word, and Redemption be re-adjusted.

By challenging established Catholic magisterial doctrine as being outdated and stating that it needs to evolve due to "science" the AUSCP is proclaiming a condemned Modernist heretical proposition as true and is worthy of condemnation, not ecclesiastical support!

This abomination of a document not only spews forth vile Modernist propositions, it calls for the ordination of women to the Catholic priesthood. This is new territory for the AUSCP, as it had previously been focused on the ordination of women to the diaconate.
Page 16 of the white paper calls into question the Church's dogmatic understanding of Sacramental Theology. Due to "Aristotelian" thinking the Church believes that only a male can be a priest. It states:

Since the Council of Trent (1545-1563), Church teaching has used an Aristotelian physical and instrumental model for sacramental causality. In this model, God is the principal agent and source of grace. The ordained minister is an instrument, one moved by God and through whom the sacramental graces flow. This flowing of grace is independent of the moral state of the minister (i.e. whether or not the minister is in the state of grace). Because any instrument must be appropriate to its role, the male gender of the priest is seen to be essential so that he can "image" Jesus Christ. Such thinking leads to the Church's stance that only a male can be a priest.

Page 17 states that Franciscan, liberation and feminist theologies open the way to reconsidering the entire "understanding of both sacraments and grace." In other words, the Church's teaching on how Sacraments work is wrong, and we need to understand it in a whole new way. This, according to the AUSCP, gives us the opening to change Church teaching on the ordination of women to the priesthood. The document states: "Such Franciscan models of sacramental causality provide us with an opening to reconsider the current Church discipline that restricts sacramental roles primarily to ordained celibate male ministers."

The AUSCP states as two implications of this new understanding of the sacraments:

3. The baptized have a right to enhanced sacramental opportunities. Limiting ordained ministry to males is an act of injustice to the baptized. [emphasis added]

4. Likewise, depriving one half of the human race of the capacity to serve as ordained ministers is an act of injustice

With these statements the AUSCP is officially challenging the Church's teaching on the ordination of women.

Of course, Pope St. John Paul II definitively closed the door on the ordination of women to the priesthood in the strongest possible magisterial language in his Apostolic Letter Ordinatio Sacerdotalis. He stated:

Wherefore, in order that all doubt may be removed regarding a matter of great importance, a matter which pertains to the Church's divine constitution itself, in virtue of my ministry of confirming the brethren (cf. Lk 22:32) I declare that the Church has no authority whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women and that this judgment is to be definitively held by all the Church's faithful. [Emphasis added]

The AUSCP is acting in direct disobedience to Holy Mother Church by calling for the ordination of women as well as casting derision and sowing confusion by attacking her understanding of the sacraments. Again, this is worthy of condemnation, not ecclesiastical support!

By participating in the ongoing AUSCP 2019 Assembly, both Archbishop Carlson and Cardinal Cupich are giving a de facto stamp of approval to the AUSCP and its errors. Their support gives credence to heresy, sows confusion among the clergy and is an open invitation for the wolves to feed upon the faithful. A faithful shepherd would defend his flock from these vile predators, not invite them with open arms into the pasture.

We call on both Archbishop Carlson and Cardinal Cupich to end their support of this heretical organization immediately and to return to their God-given roles as true pastors.
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1 The AUSCP is NOT a Catholic organization. Organizations with the "Catholic" adjective in their titles but which reject Catholic teaching are NOT Catholic organizations. They cannot have it both ways. Either they are truly Catholic organizations - adhering to the Church's Magisterium - or they are NOT Catholic organizations. AUSCP sounds, to me, in reality, to be a Protestant organization.
If the Bishops and Priests who are members of the AUSCP wish to further their agenda - including their embrace of the ordination of women to the Priesthood and the Episcopate - and to embrace the homosexual ideology - while pretending to be Catholics - they can become members of the disintegrating Anglican Communion, whose leadership - in Northern Hemisphere Provinces thereof (but not in Southern Hemisphere Provinces, which remain orthodox Christians) embraces precisely the same stances the AUSCP does. Members of the AUSCP would be far, far happier as Anglicans - where - except in those Provinces affiliated with the Global Anglican Future Conference (GAFCON) - all those stances have become officially embraced.

2 Their membership and speakers list reveals those who are opening associating with what Archbishop Fulton Sheen referred to as the coming Anti-Church, the ape of the true Church.
3 I fail to understand why all of these people don’t leave the RC Church and join the Episcopalians. Everything they want is there, ready, waiting for them. They would be readily embraced. They would then leave one shrinking church for another dying communion and not have any of the annoying doctrines and dogmas of the Catholic Church o block their full support of the continuing secularization of Christianity.
4 Every member of this group should be excommunicated, and if they refuse to repent/submit to Church teaching, defrocked.....if only we had a Catholic Pope and magisterium who actually opposed heresy.
5 Get out! Leave our Church! Stop trying to tear it down from within!

Michael Hichborn is the president of the Lepanto Institute. Formerly, Michael spent nearly eight years as American Life League’s Director of the Defend the Faith project. He has researched and produced countless articles and reports on the funding of abortion, birth control, homosexuality and Marxism by Catholic Relief Servies and the Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD).
Michael holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from Christendom College in Political Science and Economics and a Master’s degree in Education from American Intercontinental University.

Michael lives in Virginia with his wife, Alyssa, and their five children.
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