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OCTOBER 21, 2019
At the Synod, a Climate Expert Speaks. Sure Predictions: Married Priests and a Female Ministry
http://magister.blogautore.espresso.repubblica.it/2019/10/21/at-the-synod-a-climate-expert-speaks-sure-predictions-married-priests-and-a-female-ministry/
Sandro Magister, October 21, 2019
There are two news items from the press conference held on October 21 at the Vatican on the synod for the Amazon.
The first is that the only presentation in the assembly that day, after the one made by Cardinal Cláudio Hummes of the draft of the final document and the recitation of the third hour, was that of a famous climate scientist, the German Hans Joachim Schellnhuber.

Schellnhuber is not a Catholic or even a believer, but he is among the favorites of Pope Francis, who in 2015 appointed him as an ordinary member of the pontifical academy of sciences and chose him as one of the official presenters of the encyclical “Laudato Si’.”

His catastrophic theses - viewed as flimsy by other leading climate experts, as for example in Italy Professor Franco Prodi - are well illustrated by the talk he gave on that occasion, supplemented with graphics and reproduced in its entirety in the bulletin of the Vatican press office.

So then, among the “special guests” at the synod on the Amazon, together with former UN secretary Ban Ki-moon and the Malthusian economist Jeffrey D. Sachs, Pope Francis wanted none other than Schellnhuber.

To whom - and to him alone - the microphone was given in the assembly at a crucial moment. Immediately after the delivery to the synodal fathers of the draft of the final document, and immediately before they divided into the twelve linguistic circles to discuss it and propose amendments. Once again as if the defense of nature were the Church’s reason for being in the Amazon and in the world.

*

The second news item is the confirmation of what could already be intuited but had never been said explicitly. A highly authoritative confirmation, given at the press conference by Cardinal Christoph Schönborn.

Schönborn has been included personally by Pope Francis on the commission charged with elaborating the final document of the synod.

But he stated that it is not up to him or to the other members of the commission elected by the assembly or appointed by the pope to write the draft of the document.

They simply had to set it down in a nice copy. Because the writing of the base text - Schönborn said - had already been seen to by Cardinal Cláudio Hummes “with his colleagues,” among whom must certainly be numbered the Jesuit cardinal Michael Czerny, special secretary of the synod.

In effect, Hummes is truly the “alter ego” of Pope Francis, in this synod on the Amazon. In the preparatory phase he was its “deus ex machina” and now, with the synod underway, has concentrated in himself the dual role of relator general and of president of the commission for the elaboration of the final document.

And from the beginning what was the true objective of this whole operation? That of innovating on the first two “key themes” that Jesuit cardinal Carlo Maria Martini had proposed addressing in a series of linked synods, in his memorable contribution to the 1999 synod: “The shortage of ordained ministers, the role of women in society and in the Church….” (The third theme of Martini’s list, “the discipline of marriage,” as is well known, has already been addressed and resolved in his own way by Francis with the exhortation “Amoris Laetitia” following the two synods on the family).

So then, as already in paragraph 129 of the “Instrumentum Laboris,” the base document of the synod on the Amazon, so also in his introductory relation of the assembly Hummes aimed right at the target, warmly supporting both “the priestly ordination of married men” and the conferral of “a ministry adapted for the women who supervise communities,” the first phase of a future development that for some members of this synod should arrive at the diaconate and the female priesthood.

Here are Hummes’ own words on both of these points:

“Another issue consists in the lack of priests at the service of local communities in the area, with a consequent lack of the Eucharist, at least on Sundays, as well as other sacraments. There is a lack of appointed priests and this means pastoral care consisting of occasional instead of adequate daily pastoral care. 
The Church lives on the Eucharist and the Eucharist is the foundation of the Church (St. John Paul II). Participation in the celebration of the Eucharist, at least on Sundays, is essential for the full and progressive development of Christian communities and a true experience of the Word of God in people’s lives. It will be necessary to define new paths for the future. During the consultation stages, indigenous communities, faced with the urgent need experienced by most of the Catholic communities in Amazonia, requested that the path be opened for the ordination of married men resident in their communities, albeit confirming the great importance of the charisma of celibacy in the Church. At the same time, faced with a great number of women who nowadays lead communities in Amazonia, there is a request that this service be acknowledged and there be an attempt to consolidate it with a suitable ministry for them.”

In the final document, it can be taken as a certainty that both of these points will be picked up and put to a vote, registering a few dozen contrary views that have already appeared in the “Reports” of the linguistic groups, but not enough to sink it.

After which the document - as the regulations have it - will be offered to the pope, leaving it to him to establish what is to be done, in a post-synodal exhortation that will see the light in the early months of next year but that on the two key points is essentially already written.
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