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JANUARY 20, 2017
A brief critique of Islamic monotheism
The Uncreatedness of the Quran and the Unity of Allah 
http://www.answering-islam.org/Shamoun/eternal_quran.htm          
By Sam Shamoun. All emphases are the author’s
In two earlier articles (1, 2) we already provided data showing that the Quran and other Islamic sources do not support the Muslim position that Allah is a mere monad, a bare unitarian deity. The evidence conclusively shows that Allah is actually a plurality-within-unity deity, a multipersonal entity. In fact, the very word used to describe Allah's unity points to Allah being a plurality-within-unity. The word used in Islamic theology in relation to Allah's oneness is Tauhid (Tawhid) which, according to the following Muslim sources, literally means:

Tauhiyd comes from the verb wahhad which literally means TO UNITE. In Islamic terminology, it means to realize and maintain the unity of Allâh in one's actions (inwardly and outwardly). The actual word tauhiyd does not occur in the Quran or Sunnah though the present tense of the verb (from which tauhiyd is derived) is used in Sunnah. The Prophet sent Muadh ibn Jabal as governor of Yemen in 9 A.H. He told him, "You will going to the people of the book, so first invite yuwahhidu Allâh [them to the assertion of the oneness of Allâh]". [1] (Source; bold and capital emphasis ours)

Dr. Zakir Naik writes:

TAWHEED:

Definition and Categories:

Islam believes in ‘Tawheed’ which is not merely monotheism i.e. belief in one God, but much more. Tawheed LITERALLY MEANS ‘UNIFICATION’ i.e. ‘asserting oneness’ and is derived from the Arabic verb ‘Wahhada’ which means TO UNITE, UNIFY OR CONSOLIDATE. (Source)

Furthermore, the Quran mentions that Allah has a Spirit who is both personal and has all the attributes of God.

Islamic orthodoxy also insisted that the Quran is the uncreated speech or word of Allah. Note what the following texts say about the Quran:

Have ye any hope that they will be true to you when a party of them used to listen to the word of Allah, then used to change it, after they had understood it, knowingly? S. 2:75 Pickthall

Say (O Muhammad): O mankind! Lo! I am the messenger of Allah to you all - (the messenger of) Him unto Whom belongeth the Sovereignty of the heavens and the earth. There is no God save Him. He quickeneth and He giveth death. So believe in Allah and His messenger, the Prophet who can neither read nor write, who believeth in Allah and in His Words, and follow him that haply ye may be led aright. S. 7:158 Pickthall

And if anyone of the idolaters seeketh thy protection (O Muhammad), then protect him so that he may hear the Word of Allah, and afterward convey him to his place of safety. That is because they are a folk who know not. S. 9:6 Pickthall

Sunni Muslim writer, GF Haddad, writes:

This posting sums up the doctrine of the massive majority of the Muslims, namely the People of the Sunna and the Congregation, concerning the pre-existent, pre-eternal [sic], beginningless, and uncreated nature of the Divine Speech Allah Most High has named al-Qur'an, as held by the Salaf al-Salihun and as formulated by the two Masters, Imam Abu al-Hasan al-Ash`ari and Imam Abu Mansur al-Maturidi and their respective schools.

The position of Ahl al-Sunna wa al-Jama’a differs fundamentally on this matter with that of the rest of the Muslim sects, especially with that of the now defunct Mu`tazila. The position of the Shi’a is indentical [sic] with that of the Mu`tazila, who denied not only the Pre-existent status of the Divine Speech, but of all the Divine Attributes for they considered that they are the same as the Essence.

Ahl al-Sunna agree one and all that the Qur'an is the pre-existent, pre-eternal, uncreated Speech of Allah Most High on the evidence of the Qur'an, the Sunna, and faith-guided reason. (The Uncreatedness Of The Divine Speech - The Glorious Qur'an, source)

Thus, the Muslim logic goes something like this:

1 Allah's word is uncreated.

2 The Quran is Allah's word.

3 Therefore, the Quran is uncreated.
In fact, Muslims at one point threatened to kill anyone who claimed that the Quran was created. For instance, one renowned Muslim jurist named Qadi 'Iyad, citing the work of Malik, wrote that:

He said about someone who said that the Qur'an is created, "He is an unbeliever, so kill him." He said in the version of Ibn Nafi', "He should be flogged and painfully beaten and imprisoned until he repents." In the version of Bishr ibn Bakr at-Tinnisi we find, "He is killed and his repentance is not accepted." (Qadi 'Iyad Musa al-Yahsubi, Muhammad Messenger of Allah (Ash-Shifa of Qadi 'Iyad), translated by Aisha Abdarrahman Bewley [Madinah Press, Inverness, Scotland, U.K. 1991; third reprint, paperback], p. 419)

Yet the pages, the ink, and the hearts which contain the Quran are all created. This means that the Quran has two natures, it is both eternal and temporal, uncreated and created at the same time.

For more info on these issues we recommend reading the above mentioned articles.

In this paper we would like to posit a paradox for Muslims to ponder over. Muslims often produce biblical references and/or posit philosophical arguments to undermine the logical validity and coherency of the Christian doctrine of the Trinity. Here, we would like to return the favor and let Muslims try and resolve a dilemma resulting from their belief that the Quran is uncreated.

If we assume that the Quran is eternal then we must assume that the following prayer is eternal as well, being part of the eternal Quran:

In the name of ALLAH, the Gracious, the Merciful. All praise is due to ALLAH alone, Lord of all the worlds. The Gracious, the Merciful. Master of the Day of Judgment. THEE alone do we worship and THEE alone do we implore for help. Guide us in the straight path, The path of those on whom THOU hast bestowed THY favours, those who have not incurred THY displeasure and those who have not gone astray. S. 1:1-7 Sher Ali

Here is a prayer directed to Allah, and yet this is supposed to be an eternal prayer, a prayer that has existed before creation. In light of this view, this either means that the Quran is a living personal entity distinct from Allah, since it is praying to God, or that Allah has actually been praying to himself from all eternity. If the first position is indeed correct, then this posits two distinct eternal entities, Allah and the Quran, i.e. there are two Gods, if not more, or that Allah exists as a plurality within himself.

The second position is quite plausible and tenable in light of the following Quranic passages which teach that Allah actually prays:

He it is who sends PRAYERS on you (Arabic- yusallii alaykum), as do His angels ... S. 33:43

Allah and His angels PRAY for the Prophet (Arabic- yasalluuna alan-Nabiyy): O ye that believe PRAY for him (salluu`alayhi), and salute him with all respect. S. 33:56

There is, in fact, a Muslim narration which refers to Allah reciting surahs from the Quran!

Narrated AbuHurayrah
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said, "A thousand years before creating the heavens and the Earth, Allah RECITED Ta-Ha and Ya-Sin, and when the angels HEARD the recitation they said, 'Happy are the people to whom this comes down, happy are the minds which carry this, and happy are the tongues which utter this." Darimi transmitted it (Tirmidhi Hadith, 660- ALIM CD-ROM Version)

Hence, the foregoing supports the view that Allah may have occupied himself by praying the fatihah before having created anything. If this is the case, it then means that Allah is either worshiping himself or is actually praising another as God since this prayer consists of praises and petitions to God.

Yet, I prefer the first understanding since the Quran contains many passages that are not prayers but events and conversations between people. What this essentially means is that the Quran must be a living personal, conscious entity. There are some hadiths which essentially the same thing:

Abu Umama said he heard Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) say: Recite the Qur'an, for on the Day of Resurrection it will come as an intercessor for those who recite It. Recite the two bright ones, al-Baqara and Surah Al 'Imran, for on the Day of Resurrection they will come as two clouds or two shades, or two flocks of birds in ranks, pleading for those who recite them. Recite Surah al-Baqara, for to take recourse to it is a blessing and to give it up is a cause of grief, and the magicians cannot confront it. (Mu'awiya said: It has been conveyed to me that here Batala means magicians.) (Sahih Muslim, Book 004, Number 1757)

Narrated AbuHurayrah: 
The Prophet (peace_be_upon_him) said: A surah of the Qur'an containing thirty verses will intercede its reader till he will be forgiven. That is: "Blessed is He in Whose Hand is the sovereignty" (Surah 67). (Sunan Abu Dawud, Book 6, Number 1395)

991. Abu Umamah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: I heard the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) saying, "Read the Qur'an, for it will come as an intercessor for its reciters on the Day of Resurrection.'' [Muslim].

Commentary: This Hadith tells the excellence of reciting the Qur'an and acting upon its injunctions. Intercession (in this Hadath) means that the Qur'an will be endowed with the power of speech by Allah and it will request Allah to forgive the sins of its reciters who acted upon its teachings. Allah will accept the request of the Qur'an, as signified in other Ahadith.

992. An-Nawwas bin Sam`an (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: I heard the Messenger of Allah (PBUH) saying, "The Qur'an and its people who applied it, will be brought on the Day of Resurrection preceded with Surat Al-Baqarah and Surat Al-`Imran arguing on behalf of those who applied them.'' [Muslim].
Commentary: This Hadith means that on the Day of Requital, the Qur'an, with Surat Al-Baqarah and Al-`Imran in the forefront, will intercede before Allah for those who used to recite and act upon them in the life of the world. (Riyad-us-Saliheen, Compiled By Al-Imam Abu Zakariya Yahya bin Sharaf An-Nawawi Ad-Dimashqi, Chapter 180, "The Excellence of Reciting the Qur'an"; online edition; bold emphasis ours)

Despite the commentary's claim that the Quran will be endowed with speech, something not stated in the hadiths themselves, the point is still clear. The Quran will act as an intercessor which shows that the Quran is a living being.

Furthermore, the Quran obviously didn't always exist as a book, otherwise this would imply that there was a material tablet that also existed eternally. But if there was an eternal tablet, this then leads to the dilemma that matter and space are not created. After all, for there to be an eternal tablet in heaven it must occupy space and a material form of some kind, and therefore implies that Allah isn't the only entity that is eternal. Thus, for the Quran to eternally exist, and yet to have existed even before it became a book, implies that the Quran existed as a conscious, personal entity alongside Allah.

The Muslim will have to agree that the Quran did not eternally exist as a book, in a material form, which means that it either existed in the mind of Allah or as a distinct entity coexisting with Allah. If the former, then this means that Allah has been conversing with himself before there was anything else, which leads us to the second point mentioned above, i.e. that Allah was praying or reciting the fatihah to himself in eternity.

There is an additional problem with this position, since everything existed in the mind of God in the sense that God perfectly knows and has decreed everything that will exist. So to say that the Quran existed in the mind of God implies that the Quran's preexistence is really not much different than any other aspect of creation, with the exception that it is held to be the revelation of God. But even here it isn't unique, since the Quran speaks of creation as a revelation of God, i.e. the manifold signs of Allah to humans of his existence. The Quran even classifies the other books given through prophets and messengers as revelation, and these books also existed within God's mind. Yet it is obvious that the Muslims mean something quite different when they speak of the Quran being the uncreated speech of Allah, they don't simply mean that the Quran existed within God's mind as did all the other things which God decreed or knew would exist.

But choosing the other option, that the Quran is a distinct entity from Allah, leads to there either being more than one God, or to the belief that Allah exists as a plurality.

Moreover, if the Quran is Allah's uncreated speech, existing from eternity, then this means that all the events and conversations found within it were preordained. In other words, Allah must have predestined all the acts, words, deeds etc. mentioned in the Quran since these speeches and events were eternally recorded by God. This is even supported by the following narration:

Abu Huraira reported that God’s messenger told of Adam and Moses holding a disputation in their Lord’s presence and of Adam getting the better of Moses in argument. Moses said, "You are Adam whom God created with His hand, into whom He breathed of His spirit, to whom He made the angels do obeisance, and whom He caused to dwell in his garden; then because of your sin you caused mankind to come down to the earth." Adam replied, "And you are Moses whom God chose to deliver His messages and to address, to whom He gave the tablets on which everything was explained, and whom He brought near as a confidant. How long before I was created did you find that God has written the Torah? Moses said, "Forty years." Adam asked, "Did you find in it, ‘And Adam disobeyed his Lord and erred’?" On being told that he did, he said, "Do you then blame me for doing a deed which God had decreed that I should do forty years before He created me?" God’s messenger said, "So Adam got the better of Moses in the argument." Muslim transmitted it. (Mishkat Al-Masabih - English Translation With Explanatory Notes by Dr. James Robson, Volume I [Sh. Muhammad Ahsraf Publishers, Booksellers & Exporters, Lahore-Pakistan, Reprint 1990], p. 23; bold emphasis ours)

Adam tells Moses that Allah had already ordained the fall which can be found written in the book which was given to Moses. Yet, instead of quoting the Torah, the source quotes the Quran, namely surah 20:121!

Instead of trying to address this dilemma, we will let Muslims solve this paradox for themselves. After all, this is their problem which comes as a result of their belief in the uncreated nature of the Quran.

Allah as the Inheritor of Creation

More Problems with Islamic Monotheism
http://www.answering-islam.org/Shamoun/allah_as_heir.htm 
By Sam Shamoun
One of the main criticisms which Muslims raise against the Deity of Christ is that the NT writers teach that God gave Jesus authority over creation and appointed him Heir of all things (cf. Matthew 28:18; Hebrews 1:2). Muslims take this to mean that Jesus cannot be Deity since if he were truly God he wouldn‘t need someone else to give him an inheritance and grant him authority, especially when that someone else who is assigning him all these privileges and functions is said to be God.

Since this objection has already been thoroughly addressed in the following articles:

http://answering-islam.org/Shamoun/q_authority_given.htm
http://answering-islam.org/Shamoun/christ_heir.htm
http://answering-islam.org/Shamoun/q_son_died.htm
http://answering-islam.org/Shamoun/q_father_greater.htm
The focus of this current paper will therefore be to take this very objection and use it against the Muslims. We will attempt to apply this oft-repeated criticism to the Deity of Christ to the teaching of the Quran to see whether Allah passes the Muslim test for Divinity.

Our aim here is to make sure that Muslims are being fair and consistent in their argumentation, and not merely tossing out cheap objections in order to win debates without bothering to see whether such polemics can be used more forcefully against their beliefs.

One way to insure that Muslims are being consistent or not is to see whether they will accept the conclusions that their objections have upon their own view of God, revelation, prophets, scripture etc. If they fail to fully embrace the ramifications of their own views when it has a negative effect upon their own religion then this will only prove that they are using a double standard. It will expose them for being dishonest and inconsistent since it is not truth that they are after.

After all, "inconsistency is a mark of a failed argument", as Christian apologist Dr. James R. White stated quite succinctly in his debate with Muslim polemicist Shabir Ally ("Is the New Testament We Possess Today Inspired?", Biola University, May 7, 2006; cf. this posting). Inconsistent argumentation is bound to fail if the person employing it refuses to apply it to his/her own belief system.

With the foregoing in perspective we can now move on to our discussion of the issue at hand.

According to the Quran Allah has complete dominion over and full possession of all creation:

To Him belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth: It is He who gives life and death; and He has power over all things. S. 57:2

To God belongeth the dominion of the heavens and the earth; And God hath power over all things. S. 3:189

At the same time the Quran further teaches that Allah is an heir who receives an inheritance from others:

And certainly We! We it is Who give life, and cause death, and We are THE HEIRS. S. 15:23

But as for those who are niggardly with the bounty God has given them, let them not suppose it is better for them; nay, it is worse for them; that they were niggardly with they shall have hung about their necks on the Resurrection Day; and to God belongs the inheritance of the heavens and earth; and God is aware of the things you do. S. 3:180 Arberry

Lo! We, only We, inherit the earth and all who are thereon, and unto Us they are returned. S. 19:40

Allah is even called the best of those who inherit!

And Zachariah, when he cried unto his Lord: My Lord! Leave me not childless, though Thou art the Best of inheritors. S. 21:89

The obvious questions to ask at this point are, from whom exactly does Allah inherit and what exactly is he inheriting? More importantly, why is Allah inheriting anything at all if he already possesses all things?

These next texts provide the answer to the first two questions:

Nay, but We shall record that which he saith and prolong for him a span of torment. And We shall inherit from him that whereof he spake, and he will come unto Us, alone (without his wealth and children). S. 19:79-80

And how many a community have We destroyed that was thankless for its means of livelihood! And yonder are their dwellings, which have not been inhabited after them save a little. And We, even We, were the inheritors. S. 28:58

Allah is receiving an inheritance from the people whom he either dispossesses or causes to die! In other words, human beings are giving to Allah what they own thereby proving that Allah doesn’t have or own everything.

Now when we try to interpret both sets of passages in light of one another we are left with one of two conclusions: 

(Allah has dominion over creation by virtue of the fact that he dispossesses people of their belongings.

(There is a contradiction in the Quran, since one set of verses say Allah owns all things whereas another set of passages claim that Allah needs to inherit things from his creatures.

Yet either interpretation leads to the same conclusion. Allah cannot be fully God since he inherits from others which means that he is dependant on someone other than God to give him something. This further implies that Allah doesn’t own and have everything, and is therefore incomplete or imperfect.

To put it simply, the Quran is emphatically teaching that Allah is in need of creatures since he inherits from them! Therefore, if the Muslim logic is valid then Allah cannot be fully God, and is nothing more than an imperfect deity at best.

Now watch as Muslims try to scurry with a response such as arguing that the word inherit doesn’t really mean inherit or that Allah is simply inheriting something which was already his to begin with. Watch as they try to come with any explanation to refute the assertion that just because Allah is inheriting from someone doesn’t prove that he is not God, or at least the one sole eternal God, even though these same Muslims have no qualms at all using this same type of argument to attack the absolute Deity of Christ!

Further Reading
http://answering-islam.org/Quran/Incoherence/allahs_intercession.html


A Muslim response and further discussion is found here.
Revisiting the issue of Islamic monotheism

More examples of Muhammad’s blatant violation of Tauhid 
http://www.answering-islam.org/authors/shamoun/muhammad_shirk.html           

By Sam Shamoun. All emphases are the author’s
We continue with our challenge to the oft-repeated assertion of Muslims that Islam teaches a very strict and uncompromising monotheism. In this article we will be presenting examples from the reported statements of Muhammad in order to test and see whether in fact Islam’s prophet was a strict unitarian who affirmed and taught the concept of Tauhid, e.g. the specific kind of Islamic monotheism that is held by countless numbers of Muslims all over the world. We want to test the assertion that Muhammad was uncompromising in his commitment to absolute monotheism. 
To begin with, Muhammad is reported to have forbidden his followers from calling anyone Sayyid or Master since Allah is the only Sayyid a Muslim has:

Narrated from Abdullah bin Ash-Shikhkhir who said: 

I went with a delegation of Banu 'Aamir to Allah's Messenger and we (the delegation) said, “You are our lord (Sayyid).” To this he replied, “The Lord ((as-Sayyid)) is Allah, the Blessed and Exalted.” Then we said, “You are one of us most endowed with excellence and superiority.” To this, the Prophet replied, “Say what you have to say, or part of what you have to say, and do not let the Satan get you carried away.” [Abu Dawud reported this Hadith with valid Isnad] 

It is narrated from Anas: 

Some people said, “O Messenger of Allah, O the best amongst us and son of the best of us, you are our master and also the son of our master.” So he (the Prophet) said, “O people, say what you have to say; do not allow the Satan to fascinate you. I am Muhammad, the slave of Allah and His Messenger. I do not like you to raise me above my status to which I have been raised by Allah, Most Noble and Majestic is He.” [Reported by An-Nasa'i with valid Sanad] (Kitab At-Tawheed, by Sheikh-ul-Islam Muhammad ibn Abdul-Wahhab, translated by the Compilation and Research Department Dar-us-Salam [Dar-us-Salam Publications Riyadh-Saudi Arabia, 1996], CHAPTER No: 66. The Prophet's safeguarding of Tauhid, pp. 185-186: see also this link; comments within double parentheses and underline emphasis ours)

However, Muhammad must have forgotten that according to the Quran there is another Sayyid besides Allah, specifically John the Baptist!

And the angels called to him, standing in the Sanctuary at worship, 'Lo, God gives thee good tidings of John, who shall confirm a Word of God, a chief (sayyidan), and chaste, a Prophet, righteous.' S. 3:39 Arberry

Notice how the following English commentary translates the title:

And the angels, namely, Gabriel, called to him, standing in the sanctuary, in the temple, at worship that (anna, means bi-anna; a variant reading has inna, implying a direct speech statement) ‘God gives you good tidings (read yubashshiruka, or yubshiruka) of John, who shall confirm a Word, being, from God, namely, Jesus, that he is God’s Spirit; he is referred to as [God’s] ‘Word’, because he was created through the word kun, ‘Be’; a lord, with a following, and one chaste, forbidden from women, and a prophet of the righteous’: it is said that he never sinned and never so intended. (Tafsir al-Jalalayn; bold and underline emphasis ours)

It must have also slipped Muhammad’s mind that Allah in the Quran calls Potiphar, the man who took Joseph in, Sayyid or lord of his wife:

So they raced with one another to the door, and she tore his shirt from the back. They both found her lord (sayyidaha) (i.e. her husband) at the door. She said: “What is the recompense (punishment) for him who intended an evil design against your wife, except that he be put in prison or a painful torment?” S. 12:25 Hilali-Khan

What makes this particular example quite interesting is that not only does Allah address Potiphar as Sayyid he even goes so far as to call him al-Aziz,

And women in the city said: “The wife of Al-'Aziz is seeking to seduce her (slave) young man, indeed she loves him violently; verily we see her in plain error.” S. 12:30 

(The King) said (to the women): “What was your affair when you did seek to seduce Yusuf (Joseph)?” The women said: “Allah forbid! No evil know we against him!” The wife of Al-'Aziz said: “Now the truth is manifest (to all), it was I who sought to seduce him, and he is surely of the truthful.” S. 12:51

Which happens to be one of the exclusive names of Allah!

Say: Show me those whom ye have joined unto Him as partners. Nay (ye dare not)! For He is Allah, the Mighty (al-azizu), the Wise. S. 34:27 

Allah is gracious unto His slaves. He provideth for whom He will. And He is the Strong (al-qawiyyu), the Mighty (al-azizu). S. 42:19; cf. 22:40; 30:5

Muhammad must have further forgotten that in another context he told his followers to call someone their Sayyid as opposed to Rabb:

Narrated Abu Huraira:
The Prophet said, "You should not say, ‘Feed your lord (Rabbaka), help your lord in performing ablution, or give water to your lord’, but should say, ‘my master (e.g. Feed your master instead of lord etc.), (Saiyidi),’ or ‘my guardian (Maulai),’ and one should not say, 'my slave (Abdi),’ or ‘my girl-slave (Amati),’ but should say, 'my lad (Fatai), my lass (Fatati),’ and ‘my boy (Ghulami).’" (Sahih al-Bukhari, Volume 3, Book 46, Number 728) 

Narrated AbuHurayrah: 
The Prophet said: None of you must say: "My slave" (abdi) and "My slave-woman" (amati), and a slave must not say: "My lord" (rabbi or rabbati). The master (of a slave) should say: "My young man" (fataya) and "My young woman" (fatati), and a slave should say "My master" (sayyidi) and "My mistress" (sayyidati), for you are all (Allah’s slave and the Lord is Allah, Most High. (Sunan Abu Dawud, Book 41, Number 4957)

We will have more to say concerning the use of Rabb in a moment. 

To make matters worse Islamic traditions ascribe the following names to Muhammad: sayyid al-mursaleen (master of the sent ones/those that are sent), sayyid walad Adam (master of the sons of Adam), sayyid al-naas (master of mankind), sayyid al-kull (master of all). 

Notice the following narratives:

3162. It is related that Abu Hurayra said, "We were with the Messenger of Allah responding to an invitation. He picked up the leg, which he liked, and ate some of it. He said, 'I will be the master (sayyid) of people on the Day of Rising. Do you know what that will entail? Allah will gather the first and the last on the same plain so that an observer will be able to see them, and some people will say, 'Do you not see what a state you are in and what has come to you? Why do you not look for someone to intercede with your Lord on your behalf?' Some people will say, 'Your father Adam!' They will come to him and say, 'O Adam! You are the father of mankind. Allah created you with His hand and breathed some of His spirit into you and He ordered the angels to prostrate to you. He made you dwell in the Garden. Will you not intercede with your Lord on our behalf? Do you not see what we are suffering and what has happened to us?' He will say, 'My Lord is angry today with such anger as has never existed before nor will again. He forbade me the Tree and I disobeyed. O my soul! My soul! My soul! Go to someone else. Go to Nuh.' 

"They will go to Nuh and say, 'O Nuh! You are the first of the Messengers to be sent to the people of the earth and Allah called you a thankful slave. Do you not see what we are suffering and what has happened to us?' Will you not intercede with your Lord on our behalf?' He will say, 'My Lord is angry today with such anger as has never existed before nor will again. O my soul! My soul! My soul! Go to the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace.' They will come to me and I will prostrate under the Throne. It will be said, 'O Muhammad! Lift your head. Intercede and your intercession will be granted, Ask and you will be given.'" 

Muhammad ibn 'Ubayd said, "I do not remember the rest of it." (Aisha Bewley, The Sahih Collection of al-Bukhari, Chapter 64. Book of the Prophets, V: The words of Allah Almighty, "We sent Noah to his People: 'Warn your people before a painful punishment comes to them ....” (71:1 to the end of the sura); bold and underline emphasis ours)

And:

Ibn al-Qayyim says: “It is preferred to pray for Allah's blessings on the Prophet during the day and night of Jumu'ah as the Prophet said: 'Make many prayers upon me during the day of Friday and the night of Friday.' The Messenger of Allah is the leader (sayyid) of mankind, and Jumu'ah is the best of the days of the week. Prayers upon him during that day are a privilege [he deserves] which belongs to no other. This act also has another wisdom to it and that is that all of the good that has passed onto this [Muslim] ummah, in this life and the hereafter, has passed through him. Allah has gathered the good of this life and the next life for this ummah, and the greatest honor and success will be granted to them on Friday. On that day, they will be granted their houses and palaces in paradise and that is the day they will be given more when they enter paradise. It is a day of celebration for them in this life. It is also a day in which Allah fulfills their needs and answers their prayers and requests in this world. They are aware of all of that and are able to attain it because of the Prophet and it is through him [that they received these teachings]; therefore, in gratitude and appreciation for the great blessings we received through him, we should make many prayers upon him during the day and night of Jumu 'ah.” (Fiqh-us-Sunnah, Volume 2, Number 126, Prayer. Friday Prayer: Recommended prayers and salutations on the Prophet – taken from the ALIM CD-Rom version; bold and underline emphasis ours)

See also the following *; *. 

Muhammad further prohibited his followers from calling someone their Lord (Rabb) or slave (abd):

In As-Sahih (Muslim), Abu Hurairah narrated that Allah's Messenger said: 

“One of you should not say, ‘Feed your Lord (Rabbaka), help your lord in performing ablution,’ but he should say, ‘My master’ (e.g. Feed your master instead of lord, etc.) (Saiyidi), or ‘My guardian’ (Maulai), and one should not say, ‘My slave ('Abdi),’ or ‘My slave​ girl ('Amati), but he should say ‘My lad’ (Fatai), ‘My lass’ (Fatati) and ‘My boy’ (Ghulami).” (Kitab At-Tawheed, CHAPTER No: 54. One should not say "My Slave (Male or Female)", p. 162)

And:

Narrated Abu Huraira:
The Prophet said, "You should not say, ‘Feed your lord (Rabbaka), help your lord in performing ablution, or give water to your lord’, but should say, ‘my master (e.g. Feed your master instead of lord etc.), (Saiyidi),’ or ‘my guardian (Maulai),’ and one should not say, 'my slave (Abdi),’ or ‘my girl-slave (Amati),’ but should say, 'my lad (Fatai), my lass (Fatati),’ and ‘my boy (Ghulami).’" (Sahih al-Bukhari, Volume 3, Book 46, Number 728)

He even wrote in the Quran that Allah would never command people to take angels or prophets as Lords in place of him:

And he commanded you not that ye should take the angels and the prophets for lords (arbaban). Would he command you to disbelieve after ye had surrendered (to Allah)? S. 3:80

He again seemed to forget that Allah refers to the slaves that Muslims owned as abd:

O believers, prescribed for you is retaliation, touching the slain; freeman for freeman, slave for slave (wal-‘abdu bil‘abdi), female for female. But if aught is pardoned a man by his brother, let the pursuing be honourable, and let the payment be with kindliness. That is a lightening granted you by your Lord, and a mercy; and for him who commits aggression after that -- for him there awaits a painful chastisement. S. 2:178 

And do not marry the idolatresses until they believe, and certainly a believing maid is better than an idolatress woman, even though she should please you; and do not give (believing women) in marriage to idolaters until they believe, and certainly a believing servant (la‘abdum-mu’minun) is better than an idolater, even though he should please you; 
these invite to the fire, and Allah invites to the garden and to forgiveness by His will, and makes clear His communications to men, that they may be mindful. S. 2:221 Arberry 

And marry those among you who are single and those who are fit among your male slaves (‘ibadikum) and your female slaves; if they are needy, Allah will make them free from want out of His grace; and Allah is Ample-giving, Knowing. S. 24:32 Arberry

Moreover, he failed to recall that according to the Quran Jesus is one of those whom Muslims must accept as Lord:

They have taken their rabbis and their monks as lords apart from God AND the Messiah son of Mary (arbaban min dooni Allahi WA al-maseeha ibna maryama), and they were commanded to serve but One God; there is no god but He; glory be to Him, above that they associate. S. 9:31

The use of the Arabic conjunction wa (“and”) indicates that Allah is joining Jesus to himself as Lord since, according to Muslim scholars, this is the conjunction of partnership and/or equality!

The fact that mention of the Prophet is directly connected to mention of Allah also shows that obedience to the Prophet is connected to obedience to Allah and His name to Allah's name. Allah says, "Obey Allah and His Messenger" (2:32) and "Believe in Allah and His Messenger." (4:136) Allah joins them together using the conjunction WA WHICH IS THE CONJUNCTION OF PARTNERSHIP. IT IS NOT PERMITTED TO USE THIS CONJUNCTION IN CONNECTION WITH ALLAH IN THE CASE OF ANYONE EXCEPT THE PROPHET. 

Hudhayfa said that the Prophet said, "None of you should say, ‘What Allah wills and (wa) so-and-so wills.’ Rather say, ‘What Allah wills.’ Then stop and say, 'So-and-so wills.’” 

Al-Khattabi said, “The Prophet has guided you to correct behaviour in putting the will of Allah before the will of others. He chose ‘then’ (thumma) which implies sequence and deference as opposed to ‘and’ (wa) WHICH IMPLIES PARTNERSHIP.” 

Something similar is mentioned in another hadith. Someone was speaking in the presence of the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, and said, "Whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger has been rightly guided, and whoever rebels against them both (joining them together by using the dual form)…” The Prophet said to him, “What a bad speaker you are! Get up! [Or he said: Get out!]” 

Abu Sulayman said, “He disliked the two names being joined together in that way BECAUSE IT IMPLIES EQUALITY.”… (Qadi ‘Iyad, Kitab Ash-shifa bi ta'rif huquq al-Mustafa (Healing by the recognition of the Rights of the Chosen One), translation by Aisha Abdarrahman Bewley [Madinah Press, Inverness, Scotland, U.K.; third reprint 1991, paperback], Part One. Allah’s great estimation of the worth of his Prophet expressed in both word and action, Chapter One. Allah’s praise of him and his great esteem for him, Section 1. Concerning praise of him and his numerous excellent qualities, p. 8; capital emphasis ours)

Thus, by grouping Allah and Jesus together through the use of wa the author(s) has/have invariably turned Jesus into Allah's partner and associate. And since the Arabic text originally had no markings this would mean that someone reading it would have clearly seen that Jesus was being placed alongside Allah as the Lord whom others had to believe in, as opposed to their rabbis and priests. 

In fact Muhammad’s purported explanation of Q. 9:31 further proves that Jesus is one of those whom Muslims are required to take as their Lord:

<They took their rabbis and their monks to be their lords besides Allah, and the Messiah, son of Maryam> [9:31]. Imam Ahmad, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Jarir At-Tabari recorded a Hadith via several chains of narration, from ‘Adi bin Hatim, may Allah be pleased with him, who became a Christian during the time of Jahiliyyah. When the call of the Messenger of Allah reached his area, ‘Adi ran away to Ash-Sham, and his sister and several of his people were captured. The Messenger of Allah freed his sister and gave her gifts. So she went to her brother and encouraged him to become Muslim and to go to the Messenger of Allah. ‘Adi, who was one of the chiefs of his people (the tribe of Tai') and whose father, Hatim At-Ta’i, was known for his generosity, went to Al-Madinah. When the people announced his arrival, ‘Adi went to the Messenger of Allah wearing a silver cross around his neck. The Messenger of Allah recited this Ayah... 

<They took their rabbis and their monks to be their lords besides Allah>. ‘Adi commented, “I said, ‘They did not worship them.’” The Prophet said... 

((Yes they did. They (rabbis and monks) prohibited the allowed for them (Christians and Jews) and allowed the prohibited, and they obeyed them. This is how they worshiped them.)) … 

<They took their rabbis and their monks to be their lords besides Allah…> that the Christians and Jews obeyed their monks and rabbis in whatever they allowed or prohibited for them… (Tafsir Ibn Kathir (Abridged), Surat Al-A'raf to the end of Surah Yunus, abridged by a group of scholars under the supervision of Shaykh Safiur Rahman Al-Mubarakpuri [Darussalam Publishers & Distributors, Riyadh, Houston, New York, London, Lahore; First Edition: May 2000], Volume 4, pp. 409-410; bold emphasis ours)

According to Muhammad’s logic obeying everything a person commands, especially in cases where some of the prohibited aspects of the faith are made lawful and/or vice-versa, is a sign that one has taken that particular individual or group of individuals as his/her Lord in the place of Allah. 

Pay attention to Muhammad's words here since he nowhere qualified his position, i.e. he didn’t say that it is wrong to obey the rabbis and monks in forbidding the lawful or allowing the prohibited since they were not inspired to do so. Muhammad didn’t say that it would be alright for the believers to accept their decisions if they were receiving revelation from their Lord to forbid some of that which was lawful or vice-versa. His blanket statements suggest that anytime a person follows someone who prohibits that which Allah has made lawful or permits what Allah has forbidden then s/he is taking that particular individual(s) as his/her Lord. 

Thus, Muhammad’s explanation of Q. 9:31 inevitably leads to Christ being one of those whom Muslims are required to embrace as their Lord alongside Allah since the Quran exhorts the “faithful” to obey Jesus and further states that he came to make lawful some of that which was prohibited:

And I have come confirming that which was before me of the Taurat (Torah), and to make lawful to you part of what was forbidden to you, and I have come to you with a proof from your Lord. So fear Allah AND obey me. It is Allah who is my Lord and your Lord; then worship Him. This is a way that is straight. When Jesus found unbelief on their part he said: Who will be my helpers to Allah? Said the disciples: We are Allah's helpers: We believe in Allah, and do thou bear witness that we are Muslims. Our Lord! we believe in what Thou hast revealed, and we follow the Apostle; then write us down among those who bear witness. S. 3:50-53 

When Jesus came with Clear Signs, he said: Now have I come to you with Wisdom, and in order to make clear to you some of the (points) on which ye dispute: therefore fear Allah AND obey me. For Allah, He is my Lord and your Lord: so worship ye Him: this is a Straight Way. S. 43:63-64

The Quran also exhorts Muslims to obey Allah and Muhammad in all matters of faith:

Fight those who do not believe in Allah, nor in the latter day, nor do they prohibit what Allah AND His Messenger have prohibited, nor follow the religion of truth, out of those who have been given the Book, until they pay the tax in acknowledgment of superiority and they are in a state of subjection. S. 9:29 

It is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah AND His Messenger have decreed a matter that they should have any option in their decision. And whoever disobeys Allah AND His Messenger, he has indeed strayed in a plain error. S. 33:36 Hilali-Khan

In fact, to obey and swear allegiance to Muhammad is to obey and swear allegiance to Allah himself!

Whoever obeys the messenger has obeyed Allah, and whoever turns away: We have not sent thee as a warder over them. S. 4:80 

Surely those who swear allegiance to you do but swear allegiance to Allah; the hand of Allah is above their hands. Therefore whoever breaks (his faith), he breaks it only to the injury of his own soul, and whoever fulfills what he has covenanted with Allah, He will grant him a mighty reward. S. 48:10

Muslims must also fully submit to Muhammad just as they submit to Allah:

But no, by thy Lord! they will not believe till they make thee the judge regarding the disagreement between them, then they shall find in themselves no impediment touching THY verdict, but shall surrender in full submission. S. 4:65

This is why Ibn Kathir could write that one is not a true believer until s/he completely submits to Muhammad’s decisions:

One Does not Become a Believer Unless He Refers to the Messenger for Judgment AND SUBMITS TO HIS DECISIONS 

Allah said… 

<But no, by your Lord, they can have no faith, until they make you judge in all disputes between them,> Allah swears by His Glorious, Most Honorable Self, that no one shall attain faith until he refers to the Messenger for judgment IN ALL MATTERS. Thereafter, whatever the Messenger commands, is the plain truth that must be submitted to inwardly and outwardly. Allah said… 

<and find in themselves no resistance against your decisions, and accept (them) with full submission.> meaning: they adhere to your judgment, and thus do not feel any hesitation over your decision, and they submit to it inwardly and outwardly. They submit to the Prophet's decision with total submission without any rejection, denial or dispute. Al-Bukhari recorded that `Urwah said, "Az-Zubayr quarreled with a man about a stream which both of them used for irrigation. Allah's Messenger said to Az-Zubayr… 

<<O Zubayr! Irrigate (your garden) first, and then let the water flow to your neighbor.>> The Ansari became angry and said, `O Allah's Messenger! Is it because he is your cousin?' On that, the face of Allah's Messenger changed color (because of anger) and said… 

<<Irrigate (your garden), O Zubayr, and then withhold the water until it reaches the walls (surrounding the palms). Then, release the water to your neighbor.>> So, Allah's Messenger gave Az-Zubayr his full right when the Ansari made him angry. Before that, Allah's Messenger had given a generous judgment, beneficial for Az-Zubayr and the Ansari. Az-Zubayr said, `I think the following verse was revealed concerning that case… 

<But no, by your Lord, they can have no faith, until they make you (O Muhammad) judge in all disputes between them.>’" Another reason in his Tafsir, Al-Hafiz Abu Ishaq Ibrahim bin `Abdur-Rahman bin Ibrahim bin Duhaym recorded that Damrah narrated that two men took their dispute to the Prophet, and he gave a judgment to the benefit of whoever among them had the right. The person who lost the dispute said, "I do not agree." The other person asked him, "What do you want then?" He said, "Let us go to Abu Bakr As-Siddiq." They went to Abu Bakr and the person who won the dispute said, "We went to the Prophet with our dispute and he issued a decision in my favor." Abu Bakr said, "Then the decision is that which the Messenger of Allah issued." The person who lost the dispute still rejected the decision and said, "Let us go to `Umar bin Al-Khattab." When they went to `Umar, the person who won the dispute said, "We took our dispute to the Prophet and he decided in my favor, but this man refused to submit to the decision." `Umar bin Al-Khattab asked the second man and he concurred. `Umar went to his house and emerged from it holding aloft his sword. He struck the head of the man who rejected the Prophet's decision with the sword and killed him. Consequently, Allah revealed... 

<But no, by your Lord, they can have no faith>. (Tafsir Ibn Kathir; capital and underline emphasis ours)

Even more amazing than all of the above is that obedience to Muhammad actually takes precedence over worshiping Allah himself!

Narrated Abu Said bin Al-Mu'alla: 
While I was praying in the Mosque, Allah's Apostle called me but I did not respond to him. Later I said, “O Allah's Apostle! I was praying.” He said, "Didn't Allah say—‘Give your response to Allah (by obeying Him) and to His Apostle when he calls you?’" (8.24) … (Sahih al-Bukhari, Volume 6, Book 60, Number 1)

And:

CXLII: "O you who believe! Respond to Allah, AND to the Messenger, when He calls you to what will bring you to life! Know that Allah intervenes between a man and his heart and that you will be gathered to Him." (8:24) 

4370. It is related that Sa'id b. al-Mu'alla said, "I was praying and the Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, passed by called me, but I did not answer until I had finished praying. Then I went to him and he said, 'What kept you from coming to me? Does not Allah say, "Respond to Allah, AND to the Messenger, when He calls you to what will bring you to life!" (8:24)?' Then he said to me, 'I will teach you a sura which is the greatest of the suras in the Qur'an before you leave.' The Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, was about to leave, so I reminded him." 

This is related from Abu Sa'id, a man of the Companions of the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace. He said “It is: 'Praise be to Allah, the Lords worlds,' the Seven Oft-Repeated ones." (Aisha Bewley, The Sahih Collection of al-Bukhari, Chapter 68. Book of Tafsir; bold, capital and underline emphasis ours)

Muhammad references Q. 8:24 to prove that the Quran itself testifies that responding to his call immediately is more important than praying to God! Talk about the height of arrogance and blasphemy! Instead of commending his companion for worshiping Allah Muhammad has the audacity to chide him for not setting aside his prayers in order to beckon to his prophet’s call. It is obvious from this example that a Muslim’s relationship to Muhammad takes priority over his relationship to his god. Which Muslim would dare to say that Muhammad did not understand the meaning of Q. 8:24? Which Muslim would want to claim that Muhammad misused this verse and sinned against God by behaving in an arrogant and blasphemous way, ascribing to himself a position that the Quran does not give to him? In any case, if this incident doesn’t convince Muslims that Muhammad placed himself on the same level as God, or even above him, then nothing will. 

In light of the foregoing isn’t any wonder that the people accused Muhammad of demanding his followers to obey and venerate him in the same way that Christians revere and honor Jesus?

(Say) O Muhammad! (If ye love Allah) and His religion, (follow me) follow my Religion; (Allah will love you) He will increase your love (and forgive you your sins) which were committed when you followed Judaism. (Allah is Forgiving) of whoever repents, (Merciful) towards whoever dies in a state of repentance. This verse was revealed about the Jews who claimed they were the children of Allah and His beloved ones. When this verse was revealed 'Abdullah Ibn Ubayy said: “Muhammad is commanding us to love him AS the Christians loved Jesus”, and the Jews said: “Muhammad wants us to take him as A COMMPASSIONATE LORD, JUST AS the Christians took Jesus as a compassionate Lord”. (Tanwîr al-Miqbâs min Tafsîr Ibn ‘Abbâs, Q. 3:31; bold, capital and underline emphasis ours)

And:

It is related that 'Umar said to the Prophet, "Part of your excellence with Allah is that He has made obedience to you obedience to Him. Allah says, 'Whoever obeys the Messenger has obeyed Allah' (4:80) and 'If you love Allah, then follow me and Allah will love you.'" (3:31) it is related that when this ayat was sent down, people said, "Muhammad wants us to take him as a mercy IN THE WAY CHRISTIANS DID WITH 'ISA, so Allah revealed, 'Say: Obey Allah, and the Messenger.'" (3:32) (Qadi ‘Iyad, Kitab Ash-shifa bi ta'rif huquq al-Mustafa, p. 9; capital and underline emphasis ours)

Moreover, in the quotation from Ibn Kathir concerning Q. 9:31 Muhammad likened the people’s obedience to the rabbis and monks as worship or service:

<They took their rabbis and their monks to be their lords besides Allah>. 'Adi commented, “I said, ‘They did not worship them.’” The Prophet said... 

((Yes they did. They (rabbis and monks) prohibited the allowed for them (Christians and Jews) and allowed the prohibited, and they obeyed them. This is how they worshiped them.)) … (Bold emphasis ours)

Thus, by obeying whatever Jesus and Muhammad commanded, especially in regards to those prohibited aspects which both made lawful and/or vice-versa, the Muslim scripture is essentially demanding that Muslims worship or serve both Jesus and Islam’s false prophet as their Lords per Muhammad’s logic! 

To summarize the mistakes and contradictions which arise from Muhammad’s inconsistent instructions:

Muhammad taught that it is not proper for Muslims to call others Sayyid or master since Allah alone is their Master. However, Muhammad seemed to forget that the Quran applies this title to two individuals, specifically Potiphar and the Baptist. Besides, he went against his own instructions by describing himself as the Sayyid or master of mankind and the children of Adam!

Muhammad said that Muslims shouldn’t address their servants as abdi or their abd, the Arabic word for slave, and yet he failed to note that Allah himself calls people the slaves or abd of others. 

Muhammad further warned Muslims that they should not use the term Rabb for anyone other than Allah. Again, it must have slipped Muhammad’s mind that the Quran exhorts Muslims to take Allah and Jesus as their Lords as opposed to their rabbis and monks. 

Moreover, according to Muhammad’s own explanation of Q. 9:31 Muslims invariably end up making Jesus and Muhammad their Lords alongside Allah since they are required to fully obey and submit themselves to everything Jesus and Muhammad taught. As Muhammad himself noted, such obedience and submission is a clear sign of taking and worshiping a person as one’s very own Lord!

Now as we noted, it is quite possible that Muhammad forgot what he taught concerning all of these specific issues, explaining why he ended up contradicting and violating his teaching concerning Islamic monotheism. After all, the ahadith do mention that Muhammad used to forget certain verses of the Quran which he himself had personally taught his followers to recite:

Narrated Aisha: The Prophet heard a man reciting the Qur'an in the mosque and said, “May Allah bestow His Mercy on him, as he has reminded me of such-and-such Verses of such a Surah.” (Sahih al-Bukhari, Volume 6, Book 61, Number 556)

He is also reported to have said that he was a human being who was prone to forget and that his followers should help remind him:

Narrated 'Abdullah: 

The Prophet prayed (and the subnarrator Ibrahim said, "I do not know whether he prayed more or less than usual"), and when he had finished the prayers he was asked, "O Allah's Apostle! Has there been any change in the prayers?" He said, "What is it?' The people said, "You have prayed so much and so much." So the Prophet bent his legs, faced the Qibla and performed two prostrations (of Sahu) and finished his prayers with Taslîm (by turning his face to right and left saying: 'As-Salamu'Alaikum-Warahmat-ullah'). When he turned his face to us he said, “If there had been anything changed in the prayer, surely I would have informed you but I am a human being like you and liable to forget like you. So if I forget remind me and if anyone of you is doubtful about his prayer, he should follow what he thinks to be correct and complete his prayer accordingly and finish it and do two prostrations (of Sahu)." (Sahih al-Bukhari, Volume 1, Book 8, Number 394)

Yet whatever the case maybe, whatever the reason may have been for Muhammad repeatedly contradicting himself, the fact remains that his commands and instructions expressly violate and conflict with the Islamic concept of Tauhid. 

So much for Islam being a coherent, consistent message which supposedly affirms absolute, strict monotheism! 
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