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West must wake up to ISIS threat: Fr. George Rutler
http://www.womenofgrace.com/blog/?p=52130            

By Susan Brinkmann, July 28, 2016
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In the wake of the brutal beheading of a Catholic priest in France this week, Father George William Rutler says Catholics must wake up to the fact that “turning the other cheek” doesn’t mean doing nothing in the face of evil.

In a hard-hitting op-ed published on LifeZette*, Father Rutler condemned the murder of Father Jacques Hamel who was beheaded in France on Tuesday morning while celebrating Mass. This answer to this kind of crime is not to “do nothing.”

“As racism distorts race and sexism corrupts sex — so does pacifism affront peace,” he says.

“Turning the other cheek is the counsel Christ gave in the instance of an individual when morally insulted: Humility conquers pride. It has nothing to do with self-defense. The Catholic Church has always maintained that the defiance of an evil force is not only a right but an obligation.”

The Catechism quotes St. Thomas Aquinas who teaches that: “Legitimate defense can be not only a right but a grave duty for someone responsible for another’s life, the common good of the family or of the State” (No. 2265).

A father is culpable if he does not protect his family just as much as a bishop and authorities in the civil state have, as a first responsibility, the maintenance of “tranquility of order” through self-defense.

“Christ warned the apostles, as shepherds, to beware of wolves. This requires both the ‘shrewdness of serpents and the innocence of doves.’ To shrink from the moral duty to protect peace by not using force when needed is to be innocent as a serpent and shrewd as a dove. That is not innocence — it is naiveté.”

Father Rutler goes on to describe the many famous battles of Christians against the encroachment of Islam, such as how St. John Capistrano led an army against the Moors in 1456 and St. Lawrence of Brindisi fought against the same enemy in Hungary in 1601.

“This is not obscure trivia,” he writes. “Were it not for Charles Martel at Tours in 732 and Jan Sobieski at the gates of Vienna in 1683 — and most certainly had Pope Saint Pius V not enlisted Andrea Doria and Don Juan at Lepanto in 1571 — we would not be here now. No Western nations as we know them — no universities, no modern science, no human rights — would exist.”

Many saints fought against the concept of Islam which requires submission rather than co-existence, and the same battle must be fought today.

“The dormancy of Islam until recent times, however, has obscured the threat that this poses — especially to a Western civilization that has grown flaccid in virtue and ignorant of its own moral foundations. The shortcut to handling the crisis is to deny that it exists.”

He goes on to mention how, on the first day of the Democratic National Convention in Philadelphia, there were over 60 speeches and not a single one mentioned ISIS.

“Vice has destroyed countless individual souls, but in the decline of civilizations, weakness has done more harm than vice,” he said.

Although many are unaware of it, Hilaire Belloc, who knew Normandy and all of Europe well, said as long ago as 1929: “We shall almost certainly have to reckon with Islam in the near future. Perhaps, if we lose our faith, it will rise. . . .”

The priest in Saint-Étienne-du-Rouvrary in Normandy, France, was not the first to die at the altar — and he will not be the last, Father Rutler warns.
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“In his old age, the priest embodied a civilization that has been betrayed by a generation whose hymn was John Lennon’s ‘Imagine’ — that there was neither heaven nor hell but ‘above us only sky’ and ‘all the people living for today’. When reality intrudes, they can only leave teddy bears and balloons at the site of a carnage they call ‘inexplicable’.”

*http://www.lifezette.com/faithzette/christian-duty-in-face-of-murder/ July 26, 2016 
Fr. George W. Rutler is pastor of St. Michael's church in New York City. He is the author of many books including Principalities and Powers: Spiritual Combat 1942-1943 (South Bend, IN: St. Augustine’s Press) and Hints of Heaven (Sophia Institute Press). His latest books are He Spoke To Us (Ignatius, 2016) and The Stories of Hymns (EWTN Publishing, 2017).
A Catholic Priest Tells Christians to Stop Being So Naïve — Wake up to the Threat of Islamic Domination

https://www.thomasmore.org/catholic-priest-tells-christians-stop-naive-wake-threat-islamic-domination/
In Islam, peace does not mean co-existence; it means the West’s submission.
Father George Rutler is sounding the wake-up call to Christians and Western civilization to the threat of Islamic domination. We must respond to terrorist attacks with more than the balloons and flowers of the grieving. 

Citing the Catechism of the Catholic Church (#2265), he writes that defending against the evil of Islam is not only a right but a Christian duty.  He cites several instances throughout history when saints and soldiers rode into battle to successfully defend their nations against the Islamic hordes, thus saving Western civilization.
According to Father Rutler, the danger today, however, is that Western civilization “has grown flaccid in virtue and ignorant of its own moral foundations.”  

Father Rutler’s commentary, reproduced in its entirety

 HYPERLINK "http://www.lifezette.com/faithzette/christian-duty-in-face-of-murder/" \t "_blank"  below, is worth reading to understand the threat posed by Islam devoid of political correctness. 

After another devastating ISIS attack in France, this time against a priest in his 80s while he was saying Mass, the answer isn’t just, “Do nothing.” As racism distorts race and sexism corrupts sex — so does pacifism affront peace.
Turning the other cheek is the counsel Christ gave in the instance of an individual when morally insulted: Humility conquers pride. It has nothing to do with self-defense.

The Catholic Church has always maintained that the defiance of an evil force is not only a right but an obligation. Its Catechism (cf. #2265) cites St. Thomas Aquinas: “Legitimate defense can be not only a right but a grave duty for someone responsible for another’s life, the common good of the family or of the State.”

A father is culpable if he does not protect his family. A bishop has the same duty as a spiritual father of his sons and daughters in the church, just as the civil state has as its first responsibility the maintenance of the “tranquility of order” through self-defense.

Christ warned the apostles, as shepherds, to beware of wolves. This requires both the “shrewdness of serpents and the innocence of doves.” To shrink from the moral duty to protect peace by not using force when needed is to be innocent as a serpent and shrewd as a dove.

That is not innocence — it is naiveté.

Saint John Capistrano led an army against the Moors in 1456 to protect Belgrade. In 1601, Saint Lawrence of Brindisi did the same in defense of Hungary. As Franciscans, they carried no sword and charged on horseback into battle carrying a crucifix. They inspired the shrewd generals and soldiers, whom they had assembled through artful diplomacy, with their brave innocence.

This is not obscure trivia: Were it not for Charles Martel at Tours in 732 and Jan Sobieski at the gates of Vienna in 1683 — and most certainly had Pope Saint Pius V not enlisted Andrea Doria and Don Juan at Lepanto in 1571 — we would not be here now.  No Western nations as we know them — no universities, no modern science, no human rights — would exist.

In the ninth century, the long line of martyrs of Cordoba told the Spanish Umayyad Caliph Abd Ar-Rahman II that his denial of Christ was infernal, and that they would rather die than surrender. Saint Juan de Ribera (d. 1611) and St. Alphonsus Liguori (d. 1787) repeated the admonition that the concept of peace in Islam requires not co-existence but submission.
The dormancy of Islam until recent times, however, has obscured the threat that this poses — especially to a Western civilization that has grown flaccid in virtue and ignorant of its own moral foundations.

The shortcut to handling the crisis is to deny that it exists.

On the first day of the Democratic National Convention in Philadelphia, there were over 60 speeches, and yet not one of them mentioned ISIS.

Vice has destroyed countless individual souls, but in the decline of civilizations, weakness has done more harm than vice. “Peace for our time” is as empty now as it was when Chamberlain went to Munich and honor was bartered in Vichy.

Hilaire Belloc, who knew Normandy and all of Europe well, said in 1929: “We shall almost certainly have to reckon with Islam in the near future. Perhaps, if we lose our faith, it will rise. For after this subjugation of the Islamic culture by the nominally Christian had already been achieved, the political conquerors of that culture began to notice two disquieting features about it. The first was that its spiritual foundation proved immovable; the second, that its area of occupation did not recede, but on the contrary slowly expanded.”

The priest in Saint-Étienne-du-Rouvrary in Normandy, France, was not the first to die at the altar — and he will not be the last.

In his old age, the priest embodied a civilization that has been betrayed by a generation whose hymn was John Lennon’s “Imagine” — that there was neither heaven nor hell but “above us only sky” and “all the people living for today.” When reality intrudes, they can only leave teddy bears and balloons at the site of a carnage they call “inexplicable.”

Fr. George W. Rutler: Christians have moral duty to fight terror
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/fr.-george-rutler-christians-have-moral-duty-to-fight-terror  

July 29, 2016

Christians have a "moral duty" to take a stand against Islamic terror.
Responding to news Tuesday of the beheading of French priest Fr. Jacques Hamel by two ISIS militants, New York priest Fr. George Rutler wrote in an opinion piece that pacifism in the face of such violence is wholly immoral and ignores every Christian's duty to protect themselves and others from fervent aggression. 

Father Rutler, pastor of St. Michael's Church in Hell's Kitchen, explains that the language of Matthew 5:39, in which Christ exhorts Christians to "turn the other cheek," is grossly misinterpreted by pacifists.

"Turning the other cheek is the counsel Christ gave in the instance of an individual when morally insulted: Humility conquers pride. It has nothing to do with self-defense," he notes. "The Catholic Church has always maintained that the defiance of an evil force is not only a right but an obligation."

The priest cites the Catechism of the Catholic Church's explanation of legitimate self-defense, which describes it as necessarily "not only a right but a grave duty for one who is responsible for the lives of others."
"The defense of the common good requires that an unjust aggressor be rendered unable to cause harm," the Catechism states. "For this reason, those who legitimately hold authority also have the right to use arms to repel aggressors against the civil community entrusted to their responsibility."

"A father is culpable if he does not protect his family," Fr. Rutler continues. "A bishop has the same duty as a spiritual father of his sons and daughters in the Church, just as the civil state has as its first responsibility the maintenance of the 'tranquility of order' through self-defense."

Father Rutler adduces Christ's instruction to act with the "shrewdness of serpents and the innocence of doves" when confronted by the world. "To shrink from the moral duty to protect peace by not using force when needed is to be innocent as a serpent and shrewd as a dove," he says. "That is not innocence — it is naïveté."

The priest, a prolific writer and media presence, highlights various points in history when a forceful response to Islamic aggression was required for the preservation of European Christianity, without which "[n]o Western nations as we know them — no universities, no modern science, no human rights — would exist." 
"Saint John Capistrano led an army against the Moors in 1456 to protect Belgrade," he explains. "In 1601, St. Lawrence of Brindisi did the same in defense of Hungary. As Franciscans, they carried no sword and charged on horseback into battle carrying a crucifix. They inspired the shrewd generals and soldiers, whom they had assembled through artful diplomacy, with their brave innocence."

Father Rutler continues,

This is not obscure trivia: were it not for Charles Martel at Tours in 732 and Jan Sobieski at the gates of Vienna in 1683 — and most certainly had Pope St. Pius V not enlisted Andrea Doria and Don Juan at Lepanto in 1571 — we would not be here now. ... The dormancy of Islam until recent times, however, has obscured the threat that this poses — especially to a Western civilization that has grown flaccid in virtue and ignorant of its own moral foundations.

In conclusion, Fr. Rutler warns that Fr. Hamel was "not the first to die at the altar — and he will not be the last."

"In his old age, the priest embodied a civilization that has been betrayed by a generation whose hymn was John Lennon's 'Imagine' — that there was neither Heaven nor Hell but 'above us only sky' and 'all the people living for today,'" he asserts.

"When reality intrudes, they can only leave teddy bears and balloons at the site of a carnage they call 'inexplicable.'"

The murder of Fr. Hamel is the most recent attack perpetrated by agents of the Islamic terror force outside of Iraq and Syria, with the number of such occurrences, particularly in Europe, steadily growing in frequency over the past few months. According to a report by InterCenter, author Michael Weiss declares ISIS-inspired attacks outside of the self-described caliphate of Iraq and Syria have occurred at a "rate of one every 84 [hours]" since June 8. 

Tolerating Terror

http://www.crisismagazine.com/2016/tolerating-terror 

By Fr. George W. Rutler, August 16, 2016

The slaying of Father Jacques Hamel at the altar of the church of Saint Etienne-de Rouvray in Normandy should be the envy of every priest: to die at Mass, the holiest hour of the world. The president of France was heartfelt in his mourning, but Monsieur Hollande was also historically remiss when he said: “To attack a church, to kill a priest, is to profane the republic.” He spoke from the comfortable remove of the Fifth Republic, which would not exist were it not for the First Republic whose tone had been set by Denis Diderot (1713-84): “Et ses mains ourdiraient les entrailles du prêtre, Au défaut d’un cordon pour étrangler les rois.” Variously translated, it expressed the desire to strangle kings with the entrails of priests. Thomas Jefferson, a defender of the Reign of Terror, to the chagrin of Washington and Hamilton, called Diderot “among the most virtuous of men.” This was consistent with his note to Baron Alexander von Humboldt in 1813: “History, I believe, furnishes no example of a priest-ridden people maintaining a free civil government.” A year later he wrote to Horatio Spofford: “In every country and in every age, the priest has been hostile to liberty…”
There are those who trace a paradox in the way the self-styled Age of Reason exploded in a Reign of Terror. But if a paradox is a coherent contradiction, one should not be dismayed if a decimalized society ruled only by brains should end up decimating populations and splattering brains on the pavement. Granted, anyone familiar with some of the bewildering things that bishops’ conferences have said about politics and economics could be wary of clerics on the public platform, if not the scaffold. But the fever that makes priests targets for irrational frustration never seems to abate. For the patron saint of parish priests, John Vianney, the priesthood is purely and simply “the love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.” That love incarnated in a consecrated man is why those who hate that love hate priests. Nietzsche set in motion the infernal wheels of modern neo-pagan cruelty when he said, “priests are the most evil enemies.”

Archbishop Georges Darboy of Paris was assassinated by the radical Communards in 1871, having inherited his pectoral cross from Archbishop Francois Morlot who in turn had inherited it from Archbishop Marie-Dominique-Auguste Sibour who was assassinated in 1857 in the Church of Etienne-du-Mont by one of his own priests who, in his mental instability, violently objected to clerical celibacy and the newly defined dogma of the Immaculate Conception. Monseigneur Sibour had inherited the pectoral cross from Archbishop Denis Auguste Affre who was shot while wearing it as he called for truce on the barricades during the riots of 1848, in response to the pleas of Blessed Frederic Ozanam to protect the poor. That pectoral cross is a reverently preserved relic, but no less precious than the crosses now being torn down from churches throughout the Middle East.

Following the death of Father Hamel the present Archbishop of Paris, André Vingt-Trois, spoke words worthy of his noble predecessors when he arraigned the “silence” of a secular society: “The silence of the elites against the decline of morals and legalizing of aberrations…. Where will we find the strength to face these dangers? For those of us who believe in Jesus Christ hope lies in trusting in His Word.”

But when Cardinal Raymond Burke stated empirically that Islam is motivated by a relentless intent to subjugate all other cultures to its creed, the archbishop of Dublin, Diarmuid Martin, said: “I don’t think that helps at all.” Martin went on to say: “Long term solutions come from education.” Thus, Mohammed himself might have been more restrained in his volatile personal habits if he had attended a decent prep school. Long-term solutions are no consolation to Christians right now as they are beheaded, burned alive, tossed from rooftops, mutilated, and crucified. One thinks of a short story by the Edwardian H.H. Munro (“Saki”) called “Toys of Peace.” A socially enlightened mother urges her brother to bring his nephews as an Easter gift something not warlike, and more in keep with the educational standards of the National Peace Council. The boys were expecting a toy fortress with Albanian soldiery and Somali camel-corps and were more than mildly disappointed to find that the fort was modeled on the Manchester branch of the Women’s Christian Association and, instead of soldiers, there were the freethinker John Stuart Mill, Robert Raikes who had founded the Sunday School system, a poetess, and the inventor of penny postage. By the end of the day, the nephews had turned the Women’s Christian Association into a fort where the toy humanitarians were slaughtering each other. And, so too, the reverie of Archbishop Martin for resolving the world’s ills through education, vaporizes when up against human nature. As Clemenceau said of President Wilson’s Fourteen Points: “They would work if people were not human.”

A Vatican spokesman said that the killing of Father Hamel was “absurd.” That is not so if one understands the logic of the Quran and the “arationality” of Allah who is pure will not subject to reason. Not even the vast numbers of kind and sympathetic Muslims in many lands can alter the indelible texts that are said to come directly from an inspired mouth and cannot be changed. In Evangelii Gaudium, Pope Francis wrote: “…authentic Islam and the proper reading of the Quran are opposed to every form of violence.” More perplexing than this wishful eisegesis is the earnest effort of our Holy Father to preserve peace where there is no peace. On May 16, he told the French newspaper La Croix: “It is true that the idea of conquest is inherent in the soul of Islam, however, it is also possible to interpret the objective in Matthew’s Gospel, where Jesus sends his disciples to all nations, in terms of the same conquest.” Now, it is indeed possible to interpret the Gospel that way, but to do so would require Christ crucifying instead of being crucified, and the apostles beheading instead of being beheaded. The pope also said he “dreaded” the term “Christian roots of Europe” because of its “colonialist overtones.” But those overtones have been the clarions of human dignity and the heralds of moral freedom.

During his flight back from Poland, Pope Francis said, “when I go through the newspapers, I see violence: this man kills his girlfriend, another who kills his mother-in-law. And these are baptized Catholics. If I speak of Islamic violence I must speak of Catholic violence.” The problem here is the lame equation of Jihad and domestic violence. 
A soldier knows the difference between genocide and shouting across the breakfast table. The Holy Father is moved by the sentiments of a generous heart, but informal and unsystematic streams of consciousness on airplanes, however well intentioned, are not made altruistic by being spoken at a high altitude.

In Poland, the pope delicately pressed the case for borders open to immigrants. For centuries, the heroic Poles have had unhappy experience of unwelcome groups crossing their borders. The world is immeasurably indebted to that great Pole, Jan Sobieski, for going beyond his own realm to defend the walls of Vienna in 1683, launching his rescue operation on a fateful September 11. He was disappointed but not surprised when the French refused to help. We would not be writing or reading these words were it not for the cavalcade of other defenders of borders: Charles Martel at Tours in 732, Saint Juan of Capistrano at Belgrade in 1456, Andrea Doria and Don Juan at Lepanto in 1571, Saint Lawrence of Brindisi in Hungary in 1601. By way of contrast, about 60 percent of the 115,000 clergy in France surrendered during the Terror’s season for slaughtering priests, saving their necks and sometimes becoming schismatic bishops. In 1790, as the government was cobbling together a puppet “Constitutional Church,” as an alternative to Rome, the papal secretary of state, Cardinal Zelada, wrote to the nuncio in Paris, Cardinal Francois de Bernis: “The Holy Father is not persuaded that the zeal of his bishops is suitably stirred up in reaction to this enormity.”

Following the terrorist killing of Father Hamel, a friend asked me to write a response, and, occupied as a parish priest with other matters, I had little more than one hour to do it. To my surprise the brief item “A Christian Duty in the Face of Terror” was “linked” to media sources from Sweden to Israel. One website received more than two thousand comments in just two days. I merely had explained the Church’s normal teaching on self-defense in the face of terror. Apparently, it was something of a revelation to Catholics who have been formed in the present generation to respond to terror with balloons and Teddy bears. In summary of what I said, the Catechism (2265) cites Thomas Aquinas to assert: “legitimate defense can be not only a right but a grave duty from someone responsible for another’s life, the common good of the family or of the State.” That is attested by the witness of the martyrs of Cordoba, Saint Juan de Ribera, and the teaching of Saint Alphonsus Liguori.

The venerable Dominican scholar, Father Reginald Garrigou-Lagrange, supervised the doctoral dissertation of St. John Paul II in Rome at the Angelicum. He said: “The Church is intolerant in principle because she believes; she is tolerant in practice because she loves. The enemies of the Church are tolerant in principle because they do not believe; they are intolerant in practice because they do not love.”

We do not know what Father Jacques Hamel thought about capitalism or climate change, but it is obvious that he loved, and loved intolerably, and, because of that, his last words to his killer were: “Va-t’en, Satan!” – “Begone, Satan!”
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