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MICHAEL PRABHU, JANUARY 14, 2019
‘I cannot keep silent’: Benedict XVI and Cdl Sarah defend priestly celibacy in new book
Benedict: 'Married men could only receive the sacrament of Holy Orders if they had committed themselves to sexual abstinence.’

 https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/i-cannot-keep-silent-benedict-xvi-and-cdl-sarah-defend-priestly-celibacy-in-new-book?utm_source=onesignal
January 12, 2019
Benedict XVI and Cardinal Robert Sarah have co-authored a new book on priestly celibacy, taking a firm stand against the priestly ordination of married men in the Latin Church. 
The timing of the new volume is significant. It comes ahead of Pope Francis’s highly anticipated post-apostolic exhortation on the recent Synod of Bishops on the Amazon. The meeting, which took place in October at the Vatican, proposed creating an exception to celibacy in the Latin priesthood.

Titled, “From the Depths of Our Hearts,” [De profoundeur de nos cœurs] the new book by the pope emeritus and the prefect of the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments will first be released in French on January 15.

“The ability to renounce marriage in order to place oneself totally at the Lord’s disposal is a criterion for the priestly ministry,” Benedict XVI writes in the new book. “As for the concrete form of celibacy in the ancient Church, it should also be pointed out that married men could only receive the sacrament of Holy Orders if they had committed themselves to sexual abstinence, that is to say, to a Josephite marriage. Such a situation seems to have been quite normal during the first centuries.”

During the Amazon Synod last October, the synod fathers discussed the possibility of ordaining married men (viri probati) in the region as an exception.

In the wake of the synod, key members of the German hierarchy openly said that if such an exception is created, they too will make a push for married priests in Germany.

It is unknown where exactly Pope Francis stands on the issue of opening an exception for married clergy in the Latin Church. On January 27, 2019, during an inflight press conference on his return from Panama, Francis said he “personally” believes “celibacy is a gift to the Church” and does “not agree with allowing celibacy as an option.” But he added that he might envisage “some possibilities for very remote places,” like the Pacific Islands, where there is a “pastoral necessity.” 
This stance was reflected in the final document of the Amazon Synod. In section 111 of the document, which passed by a two thirds majority, the authors state: “We appreciate celibacy as a gift of God (SC1967 1) to the extent that this gift enables the missionary disciple, ordained to the priesthood, to dedicate himself fully to the service of the Holy People of God.”

However, the document went on to note that “some [of the synod fathers] were in favor of a more universal approach to the subject” and therefore proposed that “suitable and respected men of the community with a legitimately constituted and stable family, who have had a fruitful permanent diaconate and receive an adequate formation for the priesthood” be ordained “in order to sustain the life of the Christian community … in the most remote areas of the Amazon region.” 

The new book by Pope emeritus Benedict XVI and Cardinal Robert Sarah therefore comes amid a discussion on married priests opened by Francis and allows their voices to be heard. 

“I cannot in conscience, as a son of Africa, support the idea that the peoples on the road to evangelization should be deprived of this encounter with a priesthood lived to the full,” Cardinal Sarah writes in the new book. “The peoples of Amazonia have the right to a full experience of Christ the Bridegroom. They cannot be offered ‘second class’ priests. On the contrary, the younger a Church is, the more it needs to meet the radical nature of the Gospel.”

The book also comes in the wake of a crisis in priestly formation and homosexual corruption that enabled prelates such as former cardinal and convicted sex abuser Theodore McCarrick ascend the ranks of the hierarchy unchecked.

In the introduction, the pope emeritus and the Guinean cardinal explain that the volume was born out of silence, prayer, and a series of conversations and letters they exchanged in recent months.
With the fourth century doctor of the Church, St. Augustine, they affirm: “I cannot keep silent! I know how pernicious silence would be for me. For I do not wish to wallow in ecclesiastical honors, but I think that it is to Christ, the first of the Pastors, that I will have to give an account of the sheep entrusted to my care. I cannot keep silent or claim ignorance.”

Once news of the book broke in French, Mark Brumley took to Twitter announcing that Ignatius Press will be publishing the volume under the title: “From the depths of our hearts: priesthood, celibacy, and the crisis of the Catholic Church.” The book will be available for pre-order on Monday, January 13 and will ship on February 20. 

“Their book is not just about priestly celibacy, important as that is in itself,” said Ignatius Press founder and editor Father Joseph Fessio in a press release on Sunday. “It is about, as Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI describes it in his first paragraph: ‘the lasting crisis that the priesthood has been going through for many years.’ But it is about more than that; it is about the nature of the Church and of Christian discipleship. This is a book that all should read. It is powerful and personal — from the depths of their hearts.”

Key passages from the new volume were published as an exclusive by the French daily Le Figaro on Sunday. Here below we publish an unofficial English translation of several excerpts. Passages taken from the introduction and conclusion of the book were written jointly by Benedict XVI and Cardinal Sarah. 

I CANNOT KEEP SILENT
In recent months, as the world resounded with the din created by a strange media synod that was taking precedence over the real synod, we met. We exchanged ideas and concerns. We prayed and meditated in silence. Each one of our meetings gave us a sense of comfort and calm. Our reflections in different ways led us to exchange letters. The similarity of our concerns and the convergence of our conclusions led us to put the fruit of our work and our spiritual friendship at the disposal of all the faithful, following the example of St. Augustine. Indeed, like him we can affirm: “Silere non possum! I cannot keep silent! I know how pernicious silence would be for me. For I do not wish to wallow in ecclesiastical honors, but I think that it is to Christ, the first of the Pastors, that I will have to give an account of the sheep entrusted to my care. I cannot keep silent or claim ignorance.” (...) We do so in a spirit of love for the unity of the Church. If ideology divides, truth unites hearts. Studying the doctrine of salvation can only unite the Church around its divine Master. We do so in a spirit of charity.
Introduction 

ONTOLOGICAL ABSTINENCE
The daily celebration of the Eucharist, which implies a permanent state of service to God, does not spontaneously leave the impossibility of a matrimonial bond. It can be said that sexual abstinence which was functional has transformed itself into ontological abstinence. (...) Nowadays, it is too easily claimed that all this is simply the consequence of a disregard for corporeality and sexuality. (...) Such a judgment is erroneous. To prove this, we need only recall that the Church has always considered marriage as a gift granted by God from heaven on earth. However, the conjugal state concerns man in his totality, and since the service of the Lord also requires the total gift of man, it does not seem possible to realize the two vocations simultaneously. Thus, the ability to renounce marriage in order to place oneself totally at the Lord’s disposal is a criterion for the priestly ministry. As for the concrete form of celibacy in the ancient Church, it should also be pointed out that married men could only receive the sacrament of Holy Orders if they had committed themselves to sexual abstinence, that is to say, to a Josephite marriage. Such a situation seems to have been quite normal during the first centuries.

Benedict XVI
RENUNCIATION OF ALL COMPROMISE
Without the renunciation of material goods, there can be no priesthood. The call to follow Jesus is not possible without this sign of freedom and renunciation of all compromise. I believe that celibacy has great significance as the abandonment of a possible earthly domain and circle of family life; celibacy even becomes truly indispensable so that our journey towards God can remain the foundation of our life and express itself concretely. This means, of course, that celibacy must permeate all the attitudes of life with its demands. It cannot attain its full meaning if we conform to the rules of property and the attitudes of life commonly practiced today. There can be no stability if we do not put our union with God at the center of our lives.

Benedict XVI
THE MISSION OF THE PRIEST
What does it mean to be a priest of Jesus Christ? (...) The essence of the priestly ministry is defined in the first place by the fact of standing before the Lord, to keep watch for Him, being there for Him. (...) This means for us to stand before the Lord who is present; that is, it points to the Eucharist as the center of priestly life. (...) The priest must be someone who watches. He must be vigilant in the face of the threatening powers of evil. He must keep the world alert for God. He must be someone who stands on the edge: straight in the face of the current of time. Straight in the truth. Straight in commitment to the service of good. Standing before the Lord must always also mean taking care of men before the Lord who, in turn, takes care of all of us before the Father. And this must mean supporting Christ, his Word, his truth, his love. The priest must be upright, courageous and even willing to suffer insults for the Lord. (...) The priest must be a person full of rectitude, vigilant, who stands upright. To all this is added the need to serve. (...) If the liturgy is a central duty of the priest, it also means that prayer must be a priority reality which must be learned ever anew and ever more deeply at the school of Christ and of the saints of all times.

Benedict XVI
WHAT DOES THE WORD “HOLY” MEAN?
The word “holy” expresses the special nature of God. He alone is the Holy One. Man becomes holy in the measure that he begins to be with God. To be with God is to set aside that which is only the "I" and become one with the whole of God's life. However, this liberation of the self can be very painful, and is never accomplished once and for all. However, the term “sanctify” can also be understood in a very concrete way to mean priestly ordination, in the sense that it implies that the living God radically claims a man in order to make him serve Him.

Benedict XVI
NO SECOND-CLASS PRIESTS
Priestly celibacy well understood, if it is sometimes a trial, is a liberation. It allows the priest to establish himself coherently in his identity as spouse of the Church. The project of depriving communities and priests of this joy is not a work of mercy. I cannot in conscience, as a son of Africa, support the idea that the peoples on the road to evangelization should be deprived of this encounter with a priesthood lived to the full. The peoples of Amazonia have the right to a full experience of Christ the Bridegroom. They cannot be offered “second class” priests. On the contrary, the younger a Church is, the more it needs to meet the radicality of the Gospel.

Cardinal Sarah

IT IS A LIE TO TALK ABOUT EXCEPTIONS
The ordination of married men, even if they were previously permanent deacons, is not an exception, but a breach, a wound in the coherence of the priesthood. To speak of exceptions is an abuse of language or a lie (...). Moreover, the ordination of married men in young Christian communities would forbid the fostering of priestly vocations of unmarried priests. The exception would become a permanent state prejudicial to the proper understanding of the priesthood.

Cardinal Sarah
THE CHURCH IS NOT A HUMAN ORGANIZATION...
We live in sadness and suffering in these difficult and troubled times. It was our sacred duty to recall the truth of the Catholic priesthood. For through him the whole beauty of the Church is called into question. The Church is not just a human organization. She is a mystery. She is the mystical Bride of Christ. This is what our priestly celibacy constantly reminds the world of. It is urgent, necessary, that everyone, bishops, priests and lay people, no longer allow themselves to be impressed by bad pleas, theatrical productions, diabolical lies, and fashionable errors that seek to devalue priestly celibacy. It is urgent, necessary, that all, bishops, priests and laity, rediscover a gaze of faith on the Church and on priestly celibacy which protects its mystery. This will be the best defense against the spirit of division, against the political spirit but also against the spirit of indifference and relativism.

Publisher confirms Pope Benedict did co-author new book defending priestly celibacy
'I just got a call from Cardinal Sarah. He confirms that Pope Benedict is co-author with him,' Fr. Joseph Fessio told LifeSiteNews.

 https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/publisher-confirms-pope-benedict-did-co-author-new-book-defending-priestly-celibacy?utm_source=onesignal
San Francisco, January 13, 2019

The publisher of a book by Pope Emeritus Benedict and Cardinal Robert Sarah on priestly celibacy has confirmed that Benedict did, in fact, co-author the book with the Cardinal. 
Fr. Joseph Fessio, S.J., the editor-in-chief of Ignatius Press, told LifeSiteNews that "it is ‘fake news’" that Benedict XVI didn’t really participate in writing the book.

“I just got a call from Cardinal Sarah. He confirms that Pope Benedict is co-author with him,” he said.    

Just after LifeSiteNews published this report, Cardinal Sarah tweeted a series of letters from Pope Benedict showing what the Cardinal called his "close collaboration" with the Pope. 

"The attacks seem to imply a lie on my part. These defamations are of exceptional gravity. I give this evening the first proofs of my close collaboration with Benedict XVI to write this text in favor of celibacy. I will speak tomorrow if necessary," he tweeted.

Des attaques semblent insinuer un mensonge de ma part. Ces diffamations sont d’une gravité exceptionnelle. Je donne dès ce soir les premières preuves de ma proche collaboration avec Benoît XVI pour écrire ce texte en faveur du célibat. Je m’exprimerai demain si nécessaire. +RS pic.twitter.com/L8Q6NmkXKE
— Cardinal R. Sarah (@Card_R_Sarah) January 13, 2020
Fessio earlier today told Catholic News Agency (CNA) that claims that Cardinal Robert Sarah had misrepresented the Pope Emeritus’ co-authorship of their work “From the Depths of Our Hearts” were incorrect. 

“Are these people really implying that Cardinal Sarah is involved in a conspiracy to distort the truth?” Fessio asked.

“If Cardinal Sarah is telling [Ignatius Press] that the chapters from Pope Benedict are from Pope Benedict, we take his word for it.”  

Fessio and Ignatius Press stand by the attribution of the book to both Sarah and the Pope Emeritus. The San Francisco-based press has published several books by Benedict XVI. 

Various journalists have spread the rumor on social media. 

According to CNA, a Vatican-based reporter for Spanish COPE radio named Eva Fernandez tweeted a statement that a “source very close to Benedict XVI” said that he had not written the book defending celibacy with Cardinal Sarah and had not given his authorization for the work to be published. Fernandez said also that Benedict had merely provided a work on the priesthood which he was writing.  

Fernandez was echoed by Gerard O’Connell, the Vatican correspondent for the left-leaning America magazine. 

“Benedict XVI did not coauthor the book on priesthood and celibacy with Cardinal Sarah,” O’Connell tweeted.  “....Story coming soon on America magazine.” 

Shortly afterward, however, O’Connell tweeted that America was holding his story. 
“@americamag has decided to hold my story that Benedict XVI did not coauthor the book with Cardinal Sarah on priesthood and celibacy,” he wrote.  

“It wants to get comments from others involved before publishing the story. For the record: my information came from a source close to Benedict XVI.”

The rumor was also taken up by Christopher Lamb of the UK’s left-leaning The Tablet magazine. 

“Report that Benedict XVI never saw or approved the book on celibacy which he is being presented as the co-author of,” Lamb tweeted.

“Benedict, according to a source close to him, simply gave Cardinal Sarah an essay on the priesthood that he had been working on…”

The “source” has not yet been named, but tweets in multiple languages are flying fast around the internet. At least two reporters are alleging that Benedict himself has disavowed the book.  Hendro Munsterm, a Vatican correspondent from the Netherlands, tweeted that “Various sources in Rome report that Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI denies having written the book about compulsory priesthood celibacy with Cardinal Sarah.” 

Argentina’s La Nacion is also alleging that the former pontiff has denied having written a book: 

“Benedict XVI did not write a book in conjunction with Sarah. He never saw it, nor did he authorize the cover, nor the fact that a book would be written in cooperation with someone else," a Vatican source very close to Joseph Ratzinger assured La Nación... "It is evidence that there is a publishing and media operation from which Benedict distances himself and with which he declares himself to be completely unassociated," the source added, who asked for anonymity, who did not specify who would be behind such an operation, and who gave the added detail that some months back the pope emeritus was writing some notes on the priesthood, which Cardinal Sarah asked to see. "The Pope Emeritus placed the text at his disposal, knowing that he was writing a book on the priesthood."

Villanova University professor Massimo Faggioli responded to the rumor by tweeting, “Ma roba da matti” (“Craziness”), and one of Lamb’s Twitter readers suggested that the “Catholic Left” has become hysterical.

Certainly, the media seems to be in an uproar since French newspaper Le Figaro broke the news that Benedict XVI and Cardinal Sarah had written a book in which they defended the norm of priestly celibacy in the Catholic Church. The English biographer of Benedict’s successor Pope Francis, Austen Ivereigh, has suggested that the Pope Emeritus is being manipulated by abusive Vatican “courtiers.”
The retired pontiff breaks his silence — and not all are happy
 https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/benedict-xvi-cdl-sarah-pen-new-book-for-church-in-crisis
Paul Murano, Detroit, January 13, 2019
Critics are slamming Pope Benedict XVI and Cdl. Robert Sarah for defending clerical celibacy in their forthcoming book, From the Depths of Our Hearts.
Scheduled for release in February, the collaboration is a timely work that tackles the crisis in the Church, especially in relation to the priesthood, with a key focus on the question of priestly celibacy.

Father Joseph Fessio, founder and editor of Ignatius Press, described the book as about "the lasting crisis that the priesthood has been going through for many years." But, he added, "it is about more than that; it is about the nature of the Church and of Christian discipleship."

Though faithful Catholics are applauding this new work, left-leaning Church leaders are criticizing Benedict and Sarah as voices from "the past" interfering with Pope Francis' agenda.

"This is hard to fathom," pro-gay Jesuit Fr. James Martin tweeted on Sunday. "I have the greatest respect for Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI. Nonetheless, when he resigned the papacy, he said he would remain 'hidden from the world.'" 
"Of course it is his right to say whatever he wants," Martin continued. "But here, he is speaking out on an issue that was ... one of the main topics for the recent Synod on the Amazon and is now under consideration by the Pope."
"Some may see this as a great theologian contributing to the conversation; but given his unique role, some may see this as a 'parallel Magisterium,' which can lead to disunity," Martin added.
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Fr. James Martin tweet

Papal biographer Austen Ivereigh also tweeted his displeasure at the new defense of priestly celibacy.

"Francis is reluctant to approve ordination of deacons as proposed by Amazon Synod," Ivereigh wrote on Monday. "Now, if he doesn't, the Resistance will say: 'Benedict stopped him.' In this way, the authority of Francis is undermined, and Benedict made to look interfering. It is intolerable."

Likewise, Kurt Martens, professor of Canon Law at the Catholic University of America and editor of The Juris, tweeted that "a former pope should not speak in public about anything at all. He had his chance when he was in office. Now it belongs to his successor to govern. He (and his entourage) no longer governs." 

Martens received pushback, with Catholics arguing that Benedict is not "governing" merely by writing a book.
"Any Catholic has the right to speak and even preach the Faith, specially if it concerns for the good of the Church," tweeted someone with the handle Athanasius. "So are you part of the new Pontifical Censorship Curia?"

"He can speak and write whatever he wants," said Matthew P. "He's still a Catholic Bishop which means he has way more authority than you do. Bear that in mind."

Joshua McElwee, co-editor and Vatican respondent for the left-leaning National Catholic Reporter, tweeted, "As I digest this, I'm realizing how incredible it is. A former pope speaking in public about something his successor is currently in the process of considering."
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Joshua McElwee tweet

Historian and contributor to Commonweal Magazine Massimo Faggioli complained, "Benedict XVI is really not breaking his silence because he (and his entourage) never felt bound to that promise. But this is a serious breach."

Make a Mess?

It appears, according to these and other critics, that Pope Francis' general directive that Catholics shake things up and "make a mess" in their attempts of evangelization and reform does not extend to former popes with decades of wisdom, study and experience.

One Twitter user, responding to Martens, reminded him of a 2014 Pope Francis interview in which the pontiff said, "The pope emeritus is not a statue in a museum. ... We have spoken about it and have decided together that it would be better that he see people, get out and participate in the life of the Church."

Presbyterorum Ordinis, Vatican II's 1965 decree on the ministry and life of priests, extends on the notion that priesthood is a participation in the role of the heavenly Groom in the great marriage between Christ and His Church.
Echoing Vatican II, it asserts: "In this way they (priests) profess themselves before men as willing to be dedicated to the office committed to them ... and thus to evoke the mysterious marriage established by Christ, and fully to be manifested in the future, in which the Church has Christ as her only Spouse." Therefore, celibate priests give "a living sign of the world to come … in which the children of the resurrection neither marry nor take wives."

Claims Pope Emeritus Didn’t Co-Author New Book on Celibacy Escalate Controversy
https://onepeterfive.com/claims-pope-emeritus-didnt-co-author-new-book-on-celibacy-escalates-controversy/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Onepeterfive+%28OnePeterFive%29
Steve Skojec, January 14, 2019
The controversy over the new book on priestly celibacy by Cardinal Robert Sarah and Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI has only continued to escalate over the past 48 hours. News of the book broke on Sunday, and by Monday afternoon, rumors had begun percolating on social media that Benedict had not, in fact, co-authored the book. Among those pushing the counter-story was America Magazine’s Vatican correspondent, Gerard O’Connell, who tweeted:




Gerard O'Connell@gerryorome

Benedict XVI did not coauthor the book on priesthood and celibacy with Cardinal Sarah…. story coming soon on America magazine

2:42 AM - Jan 14, 2020
Two Spanish-language outlets — Argentina’s La Nación and ABC Spain — both reported their own stories, the former claiming that Pope Benedict “denied” having written the book, the latter saying he had ordered that his name be withdrawn from all editions. A third Spanish-language journalist, Eva Fernández, who is the Vatican correspondent for Madrid-based COPE Radio, which is owned by the Spanish Bishops’ Conference, tweeted, “A source very close to #BenedictoXVI he assures that he has not written the book” with Cardinal Sarah and that he had “not given his authorization” for the book to be published. Fernández claimed that Benedict only provided some writing about the priesthood on which he was already working.
Cardinal Sarah fired back, first on Twitter, posting images of his correspondence with Benedict, with the former pope’s signature clearly visible, and stating: “Attacks seem to imply a lie on my part. These defamations are of exceptional gravity. I give this evening the first proofs of my close collaboration with Benedict XVI to write this text in favor of celibacy. I will speak tomorrow if necessary. RS +”

(2 of 4) The images posted by Cardinal Sarah are below. 


 


In comments to CNA yesterday, Fr. Fessio, editor-in-chief of Ignatius Press, which is publishing the English-language version of the text, also addressed the controversy:

“Are these people really implying that Cardinal Sarah is involved in a conspiracy to distort the truth?” Father Joseph Fessio, SJ, editor-in-chief of Ignatius Press, asked Jan. 13.

“If Cardinal Sarah is telling [Ignatius Press] that the chapters from Pope Benedict are from Pope Benedict, we take his word for it,” Fessio said, adding that the publisher stands by its attribution of the book to both Sarah and Benedict.

Fr. Fessio also appeared on EWTN News Nightly last night, where he attempted to correct the impression that the book was written to counteract the efforts attributed to Pope Francis in the interest of relaxing priestly celibacy: “This is not a book which is written in opposition to pope Francis, but rather in support of Pope Francis. In fact they quote him very, very positively in the book.”

His statement lends credence to our analysis yesterday that the authors of the book appear to believe that it is the media, not Pope Francis, who have distorted the Amazon Synod’s purpose as pertains to priestly celibacy, and that they believe and seek to defend the pope through the application of their work. In a similar vein, the authors appear also to be attempting a conciliatory posture toward the Vatican as regards the degree of credit the pope emeritus is being given for his participation in the text.

This morning, Edward Pentin tweeted a translation of a French tweet from Cardinal Sarah, showing that the pressure against the co-authorship had had its desired effect:




 HYPERLINK "https://twitter.com/EdwardPentin" 

Edward Pentin@EdwardPentin

“Considering the polemics caused by the publication of the book From the Depths of Our Hearts, it was decided that the book's author for future publications will be: 'Cardinal Sarah, with the contribution of Benedict XVI.' However, the full text remains absolutely unchanged. +RS” https://twitter.com/card_r_sarah/status/1217054432933924864 …

Cardinal R. Sarah@Card_R_Sarah
Considérant les polémiques qu’a provoqué la parution de l’ouvrage Des profondeurs de nos cœurs, il est décidé que l’auteur du livre sera pour les publications à venir : Card Sarah, avec la contribution de Benoît XVI. En revanche, le texte complet demeure absolument inchangé. +RS



5:58 PM - Jan 14, 2020
On their Facebook page today, just an hour prior to this writing and after Cardinal Sarah’s tweet about future editions of the text, Ignatius Press addressed the issue again:
In light of recent developments with respect to the Ignatius Press title, “FROM THE DEPTHS OF OUR HEARTS”, Mark Brumley, President of Ignatius Press issues the following statement:

“Ignatius Press published the text as we received it from the French publisher Fayard. Fayard is the publisher with whom we have collaborated on three other Cardinal Sarah titles. The text we received indicates the two authors are Benedict XVI and Cardinal Sarah. That text also indicates that Benedict XVI co-authored an introduction and a conclusion with Cardinal Sarah, as well as his own chapter on the priesthood, wherein he describes how his exchanges with Cardinal Sarah gave him the strength to complete what would have gone unfinished.
Given that, according to Benedict XVI’s correspondence and Cardinal Sarah’s statement, the two men collaborated on this book for several months, that none of the essays have appeared elsewhere, and that a joint work as defined by the Chicago Manual of Style is ‘a work prepared by two or more authors with the intention that their contribution be merged into inseparable or interdependent parts of a unitary whole’, Ignatius Press considers this a coauthored publication.

Cardinal Sarah indicates the content of the book remains unchanged. That content, as noted, includes a coauthored introduction, a chapter by Benedict XVI, and a conclusion coauthored by Benedict XVI and Cardinal Sarah.”

Clearly, this is a developing story, and it is unclear at this time when the controversy will subside. It is also unclear just how many more changes and public shows of acquiescence will be required before Team Francis is mollified.

But for the rest of the story of how we got to this moment, we turn to Vaticanista Marco Tosatti, who offers some “behind the scenes” insight into what may happened with the one man who has, perhaps, become the most directly involved in all of this: Archbishop Georg Gänswein, personal secretary to the pope emeritus and prefect of the papal household for Pope Francis.

We offer our special thanks to Giuseppe Pellegrino for his rapid translation of Tosatti’s article this morning. The full English version of that article appears below.



The Behind-the-Scenes Story of the Fight over the Book by Benedict XVI and Cardinal Sarah

By Marco Tosatti

Dear readers, various people have asked me to try and shed light on the argument over the publication of the book “Des Profondeurs des nos coeurs” created by Benedict XVI and Cardinal Robert Sarah. Here we have brought together from extremely reliable sources a series of elements that we offer to you.
Apparently nobody in the Mater Ecclesiae monastery [where Benedict XVI lives] had seen the cover of the book, and this was one of the principal problems.

The central point however to clarify is the content of the polemic that the “Bergoglio Press Team” launched from the beginning: claiming that Benedict had not been involved in writing the book, that he only put his signature on it and other such miserable insinuations. The reality is that Benedict XVI edited all of the drafts of the book, obviously his own part, but also reading and editing the part written by Cardinal Robert Sarah.
Benedict also said, and wrote, to Sarah, that he approved both the introduction and the conclusion of the book.
Georg Gänswein has not read the book, and this has definitely caused a problem.

The entire operation remained in the hands of Benedict and Sarah, and also the editor Nicolas Diat, who obviously took a great interest in the job, seeing it as an occasion to make this book the “important” book of Benedict XVI and Sarah, all to his glory and merit.

Thus, when the bomb went off Monday morning [which had already begun to explode on Sunday night because in America they were awake], and people like Faggioli, etc. started shooting, with a very clear intention, they focused on the cover, which Diat had published, saying that here he wanted to make an “operation against the Pope,” that is, against Pope Francis.

The objective of Faggioli etc. was to have there be no discussion of the content of the book. On Monday morning at the Mater Ecclesiae monastery they did not realize the extent of the polemic that was taking place, despite having been warned. Gänswein finally got in touch with Andrea Tornielli, who wrote an article for L’Osservatore Romano and Vatican News, referring to the ideas of Pope Bergoglio on the importance of celibacy, and seeking to throw oil on the waters that various channels were agitating, claiming among other things that Benedict XVI and Sarah had not written the book together.

The latest development, which is frankly quite incomprehensible, has come to us from the declarations of Georg Gänswein, who told a German journalist that the title needs to be changed as well as the cover. For what reason, we don’t know.  Perhaps in order to protect his own position, which is definitely a complicated one, as he is the person closest to Benedict and at the same time close to Bergoglio as the prefect of the papal household. In passing, we can note that among the yelps and barkings of the pro-regime press in the first hours of this controversy they were speaking of a manipulation by the “entourage” of Pope Benedict. But actually, since Benedict’s “entourage” consists of Gänswein alone, it was in the dark about everything. … But the impression is that Gänswein is trying to avoid being crushed between a rock and hard place is strong — to the point of making people believe that if some sort of push was given to Benedict, well, it only happened now and not previously.
Undoubtedly Gänswein with his declarations today places Cardinal Sarah in a difficult situation that has nothing to do with him. Sarah has conducted himself in an extremely straightforward way. All of this work on the book, however, began before the Synod on the Amazon, in September.

In September, because of the pre-synodal polemics over priestly celibacy and the question of “viri probati,” Benedict had already written fifteen reflections on the theme of celibacy. These were then included in the book.

Note that the path taken seems very similar to what happened on the occasion of the summit on clergy sexual abuse [in February 2019]. Benedict had prepared a reflection, probably with the intention of offering it as a contribution to bishops directing the summit, sending it to the reigning Pontiff and the Secretary of State. But it remained there [and was never presented at the summit], and it was published a few months later in a German journal that focuses on the clergy.
Once again, it seems interesting and important to repeat: these paper polemics have moved all of our attention away from the contents of the book to its cover!
https://www.marcotosatti.com/2020/01/14/il-libro-di-benedetto-xvi-e-sarah-ecco-i-retroscena-del-giallo/
Encouraging and Uniting Our Priests – The Real Message of Benedict XVI’s New Book
https://onepeterfive.com/encouraging-and-uniting-our-priests-the-real-message-of-benedict-xvis-new-book/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Onepeterfive+%28OnePeterFive%29
Giuseppe Pellegrino, January 14, 2019
Amidst all the controversy surrounding the book, has anyone stopped to actually read and reflect on the majestic words and profound theological reflection offered to the Church in the excerpts published Sunday in Le Figaro of the new book From the Depths of Our Hearts?
Underneath the din and darkness of the seemingly endless shouting match occurring in the contemporary Church, Benedict XVI and Cardinal Sarah have offered a beautiful reflection on the meaning of the priesthood that is meant to encourage our priests in prayer and unity, bolster the faith of the laity, and remind the world that the Church is the Bride of Christ. This is no small thing in the midst of the present ecclesial and cultural confusion. It sure is tempting to find fault with the authors and/or with the text and lament the numerous problems they didn’t talk about. But, just for a few moments, give yourself a gift – stop to ponder the tremendous beauty of what they did courageously choose to write about: the irreplaceable witness of the celibate Catholic priesthood.

Here are some of the more powerful passages, each one of which deserves to be prayerfully reflected on. Please consider sharing these with a priest you know; it may bless him and encourage him more than you realize!

The Reason For Writing At This Time:
We live in the sadness and suffering of these difficult and troubled times. It was our sacred duty to recall the truth of the Catholic priesthood. For through it, all of the beauty of the Church is implicated. The Church is not only a human organization. She is a mystery. She is the mystical Bride of Christ. This is what our priestly celibacy unceasingly recalls to the world.

Isn’t it refreshing to hear this so plainly stated?
The Love of the Cross At The Center:
The Cross of Jesus Christ is the radical act of love which actually accomplishes the reconciliation of God with the world marked by sin. For this reason, that event, which in itself is not of a cultic nature, represents the supreme act of adoration of God. In the Cross, the “catabatic” beam of the descent of God and the “anabatic” beam of the offering of humanity to God become one single action. Through the Cross, the body of Christ becomes the new Temple at the Resurrection. In the celebration of the Eucharist, the Church and humanity itself are unceasingly drawn into this process and implicated in it. In the Cross of Christ, […] a new religious cult is instituted. The love of Christ, which is always present in the Eucharist, is the new act of adoration. This new unity of love and cult is certainly an extraordinary task entrusted to the Church that each generation must accomplish anew.

Isn’t it refreshing to hear Church prelates so clearly proclaim the Cross of Jesus Christ as our Salvation?
The Priest (Man) as Bridegroom of the Church (Woman):
[T]he Church has always considered marriage as a gift granted by God in the earthly paradise. However, the marital state concerns man in his totality, and since the service of the Lord equally requires the total gift of man, it does not seem possible to simultaneously live both vocations. Thus the aptitude to renounce marriage in order to place oneself totally at the disposition of the Lord became a criterion for the priestly ministry. As for the concrete form of celibacy in the ancient Church, it still right to emphasize that married men could receive the sacrament of Orders only if they committed themselves to respecting sexual abstinence, living a so-called marriage “of Saint Joseph.” Such a situation seems to have been completely normal during the first centuries of the Church.

Isn’t it refreshing to hear that a man is called to healthy self-sacrificing, all-encompassing love for a woman, in imitation of Saint Joseph?
Renouncing All Compromises So As To Put God At The Center:
Without the renunciation of material goods, there can be no priesthood. The call to follow Jesus is not possible without this sign of freedom and of renouncing all compromises. I believe celibacy has great significance as an abandonment of having an earthly domain and one’s own circle of family life; celibacy even becomes truly essential so that our approach towards God can remain the foundation of our life and express itself concretely. This means, of course, that celibacy with its demands must penetrate all the attitudes of one’s existence. It cannot reach its full significance if we conform ourselves to the rules of propriety and the attitudes of life that are commonly practiced today. There can be no stability if we do not put our union with God at the center of our life.

Wouldn’t the priesthood look a lot different if more men lived this way? To say nothing of the episcopacy?
 Remembering His Own Ordination:
I keep alive in my memory the remembrance of the day when, on the eve of receiving the tonsure, I meditated on this verse of Psalm 16. I suddenly understood what the Lord was expecting from me at this moment: he wanted to have my entire life, and, at the same time, he totally trusted in me. Thus, I could consider that the words of that psalm applied entirely to my destiny: “The Lord is my inheritance and my chalice: my life is in your hands. The part that falls to me is my delight; I even have the most beautiful heritage” (Psalm 16:5-6). […] On the eve of my ordination, it was deeply impressed on my soul what it means to be ordained a priest, beyond all the ceremonial aspects: it means that we must unceasingly be purified and taken over by Christ so that it is He who speaks and acts in us, and ever less we ourselves. It appeared to me clearly that this process of becoming one with him and giving up what belongs to us lasts a lifetime and unceasingly includes both liberations as well as painful renewals.

How can we help our priests to remember the joy of their first calling?
The World Needs Men Who Will Keep Watch In Prayer:
What does it mean to be a priest of Jesus Christ? […] The essence of the priestly ministry is defined in the first place by the fact of standing before the Lord, keeping watch for Him, being there for Him. […] This means for us that we must hold ourselves before the Lord who is present, that is to say that it points to the Eucharist as the center of the priestly life. […] The priest should be someone who keeps vigil. He must be vigilant in the face of the menacing power of evil. He must keep the world awake for God. He must be someone who remains standing firm against the current of our times. Firm in the truth. Firm in his commitment to the service of good. To hold ourselves firm before the Lord always also means taking care of others with the Lord, who, in his turn, takes care of us along with his Father. And this must mean taking Christ in his care, his Word, his truth, his love. The priest must be firm, courageous, and even ready to suffer outrages for the Lord. […] The priest must be a person full of rectitude, vigilant, who holds himself firm. To all this there is added the need to serve. […] If the liturgy is a central duty of the priest, this equally means that prayer must be a priority that must be always learned anew and ever more profoundly at the school of Christ and the saints of all times.

Isn’t it refreshing to be reminded that the call to prayer is the essence of the priesthood? Can we help our priests have the courage to be men who “keep watch” more than they are “administrators”?
The Meaning of the Word “Holy”:
The word “Holy” expresses the particular nature of God. He alone is the Holy One. Man becomes holy in the measure that he begins to be with God. To be with God means to set aside what is only the self and become one with the entire will of God. However, this liberation of the self can be very painful, and it is never accomplished once and for all. However, by the term “sacrifice” one can also understand priestly ordination in a very concrete manner, in the sense that it implies that the living God radically claims a man in order to bring him into his service.

Do we have the courage to set ourselves aside radically for God, each in our own state of life?
Celibacy As a Joyful Gift for Both Priest and People:
Priestly celibacy rightly understood is a liberation, although at times it is a trial. It allows the priest to establish himself in all coherence in his identity as spouse of the Church. The plan to deprive the communities and the priests of this joy is not a work of mercy. I cannot in conscience, as a son of Africa, support the idea that the peoples being evangelized should be deprived of this encounter with a fully-lived priesthood. The peoples of the Amazon have the right to a full experience of Christ the Bridegroom. We cannot offer them “second-class” priests. On the contrary, the younger a Church is, the more it needs to meet with the radicality of the Gospel.

Have we taken time lately to thank our priest for giving up his life to spend it with us?
A Plea For Unity:
We do it in a spirit of love for the unity of the Church. If ideology divides, the truth unites hearts. Examining the doctrine of salvation can only unite the Church around her Divine Master. We do it in a spirit of charity. This perspective will be the best bulwark against the spirit of division and politics but also against the spirit of indifference and relativism.

Don’t we all need to condemn others a bit less and unite in mutual prayer a bit more?
 

All of the excerpts of From The Depths Of Our Hearts printed here are translated from the original French published in Le Figaro on Sunday, January 12, 2020.
A contribution on priestly celibacy in filial obedience to the Pope
A book by the Pope emeritus and the Cardinal Prefect of the Congregation for Divine Worship addresses a theme on which Pope Francis has expressed himself several times. The Director of the Vatican Press Office, Matteo Bruni, stresses how Pope Francis has said: "Personally I think that celibacy is a gift for the Church".

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-01/a-contribution-on-priestly-celibacy-in-filial-obedience-to-pope.html
By Andrea Tornielli, January 13, 2020
A book on the priesthood that bears the signatures of Cardinal Robert Sarah, Prefect of the Congregation for Divine Worship, with a contribution from the Pope emeritus Benedict XVI (updated following a statement by the Prefect of the Papal Household, Archbishop Georg Ganswein), will be published in France on 15 January. The pre-publication material provided by Le Figaro indicates that, with their contributions, the authors enter into the debate on celibacy and the possibility of ordaining married men as priests. Ratzinger and Sarah — who describe themselves as two bishops “in filial obedience to Pope Francis” who “seek the truth” in “a spirit of love for the unity of the Church” — defend the discipline of celibacy and put forth the reasons that in their opinion would advise against changing it. The question of celibacy occupies 175 pages of the book, with two texts — one by the Pope emeritus and the other by the Cardinal — together with an introduction and a conclusion signed by both.

In his text, Cardinal Sarah recalls that “there is an ontological-sacramental link between priesthood and celibacy. Any weakening of this link would put into question the Magisterium of the [Second Vatican] Council and Popes Paul VI, John Paul II and Benedict XVI. I implore Pope Francis to protect us definitively from such a possibility by vetoing any weakening of the law of priestly celibacy, even if limited to one region or another”. Cardinal Sarah goes so far as to describe the possibility of ordaining married men as “a pastoral catastrophe, an ecclesiological confusion and an obscuring of the understanding of the priesthood”. Reflecting on the subject in his brief contribution, Benedict XVI goes back to the Jewish roots of Christianity, affirming that from the beginning of God’s “new covenant” with humanity, which was established by Jesus, priesthood and celibacy are united. He recalls that already “in the ancient Church”, that is, in the first millennium, “married men could receive the Sacrament of Holy Orders only if they committed themselves to sexual abstinence”.

Priestly celibacy is not, and has never been, a dogma. It is an ecclesiastical discipline of the Latin Church that represents a precious gift, as all the recent Pontiffs have affirmed. The Catholic Eastern-Rite Churches allow the possibility of ordaining married men as priests. Exceptions were also admitted in the Latin Church by Benedict XVI himself in the Apostolic Constitution Anglicanorum coetibus, dedicated to Anglican priests who seek communion with the Catholic Church, which provides for “the admission of married men to the order of presbyter on a case by case basis, according to objective criteria approved by the Holy See”.

It is worth remembering that Pope Francis too has expressed himself several times on the subject. While still a Cardinal, in the book conversation with Rabbi Abraham Skorka, he explained that he was in favor of maintaining celibacy: “with all the pros and cons entailed, in ten centuries there have been more positive experiences than there have been errors. Tradition has a weight and validity”. In dialogue with journalists on the flight back from Panama last January, the Pope recalled that in the Eastern Catholic Churches the option of either celibacy or marriage before the diaconate is possible; but he added, regarding the Latin Church: “I am reminded of that phrase of Saint Paul VI: ‘I would rather give my life than change the law on celibacy. It came to mind and I want to say it, because it is a courageous phrase, in a more difficult moment than this, 1968 / 1970... Personally, I think that celibacy is a gift for the Church. Second, I don’t agree with allowing optional celibacy, no.” In his reply, he also spoke about the discussion among theologians about the possibility of granting exemptions for some remote regions, such as the Pacific islands. He specified, however, “there’s no decision on my part. My decision is: optional celibacy before the diaconate, no. That’s something for me, something personal, I won’t do it, this remains clear. Am I ‘closed’? Maybe. But I don’t want to appear before God with this decision”.

The Synod on the Amazon was held in October 2019, and the topic was debated there. As can be seen from the final document, there were bishops who asked for the possibility of ordaining married permanent deacons as priests. It is striking, however, that on 26 October, in his concluding speech, the Pope, after having followed all the stages of the speeches and discussion in the hall, did not mention in any way the subject of the ordination of married men, not even in passing. Instead, he recalled the four dimensions of the Synod: that of inculturation; the ecological dimension; the social dimension; and finally the pastoral dimension, which “includes them all”. In that same speech, the Pontiff spoke about creativity in new ministries, and the role of women; and referring to the scarcity of clergy in certain mission areas, he recalled that there are many priests from a certain country who have gone to the first world, for example, the United States and Europe, and “there are not enough of them to send out to the Amazon region of that same country”.

Finally, it is significant that Pope Francis, while thanking the media, also asked a favour of them at the same time: that in their dissemination of the Final Document, they would focus above all on the diagnosis "which is the more significant part, the part in which the Synod truly expressed itself best": the cultural, social, pastoral and ecological diagnosis. This point was also stressed by the Director of the Vatican Press Office, Matteo Bruni, in his communiquè responding to journalists' questions on the issue. The Pope asked that journalists not fall into the danger of focusing on “which party won and which one lost”, when looking at what was decided concerning disciplinary issues.
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