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Benny Hinn is my uncle, but Prosperity preaching isn’t for me
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2017/october/benny-hinn-costi-uncle-prosperity-preaching-testimony.html
By Costi Hinn, executive pastor at Mission Bible Church in Orange County, California, September 20, 2017
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Almost 15 years ago, on a shoreline outside of Athens, Greece, I stood confident in my relationship with the Lord and my ministry trajectory. I was traveling the world on a private Gulfstream jet doing “gospel” ministry and enjoying every luxury money could buy. After a comfortable flight and my favorite meal (lasagna) made by our personal chef, we prepared for a ministry trip by resting at The Grand Resort: Lagonissi. Boasting my very own ocean-view villa, complete with private pool and over 2,000 square feet of living space, I perched on the rocks above the water’s edge and rejoiced in the life I was living. After all, I was serving Jesus Christ and living the abundant life he promised.
Little did I know that this coastline was part of the Aegean Sea—the same body of water the apostle Paul sailed while spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ. There was just one problem: We weren’t preaching the same gospel as Paul.

Lavish Lifestyle
Growing up in the Hinn family empire was like belonging to some hybrid of the royal family and the mafia. Our lifestyle was lavish, our loyalty was enforced, and our version of the gospel was big business. Though Jesus Christ was still a part of our gospel, he was more of a magic genie than the King of Kings. Rubbing him the right way—by giving money and having enough faith—would unlock your spiritual inheritance. God’s goal was not his glory but our gain. His grace was not to set us free from sin but to make us rich. The abundant life he offered wasn’t eternal, it was now. We lived the prosperity gospel.

My father pastored a small church in Vancouver, British Columbia. During my teenage years, he would travel nearly twice a month with my uncle, Benny Hinn. Prosperity theology paid amazingly well. We lived in a 10,000-square-foot mansion guarded by a private gate, drove two Mercedes Benz vehicles, vacationed in exotic destinations, and shopped at the most expensive stores. On top of that, we bought a $2 million ocean-view home in Dana Point, California, where another Benz joined the fleet. We were abundantly blessed.

Throughout those years we faced countless criticisms from both inside and outside the church. Dateline NBC, The Fifth Estate (a Canadian news program), and other shows did investigative work. Well-known ministry leaders took to the airwaves warning people about our teachings, and local pastors told their congregations to steer clear of pulpits filled by a “Hinn.” At the time, I believed we were being persecuted like Jesus and Paul, and that our critics were just jealous of our blessings.

Within the family, we didn’t tolerate criticism. One day I asked my father if we could go heal my friend from school who had lost her hair due to cancer. He replied that we should pray for her at home rather than going to heal her. I thought to myself, Shouldn’t we be doing what the apostles did if we have the same gift? At that point, I didn’t question our ability to heal, but doubts began to stir about our motives. We only did healings in the crusades, where music created the atmosphere, money changed hands, and people approached us with the “right” amount of faith.
Other doubts would surface. What about unsuccessful healing attempts? I learned that it was the sick person’s fault for doubting God. Why would we speak in tongues without interpretation? “Don’t quench the Spirit,” I was told. “He can do what he wants.” Why did many of our prophecies contradict the Bible? “Don’t put God in a box.” Despite the questions, I trusted my family because we were so successful. Tens of thousands of people followed us, millions packed stadiums annually to hear my uncle. We healed the sick, performed miracles, rubbed elbows with celebrities, and got incredibly wealthy. God must be on our side!

Before going to college, I took a year off and joined Benny’s ministry as a “catcher” (someone who catches the people who are “slain in the spirit”) and personal assistant. This was a rite of passage in my family, as nearly every nephew worked for him at some point. It was a show of loyalty and gratitude. That year was a whirlwind tour of luxury: $25,000-a-night royal suites in Dubai, seaside resorts in Greece, tours of the Swiss Alps, villas on Lake Como in Italy, basking on the golden coast of Australia, shopping sprees at Harrods in London, and numerous trips to Israel, Hawaii, and everywhere in between. The pay was great, we flew on our own private Gulfstream, and I got to buy custom suits. All I had to do was catch people and look spiritual!

A Life-Changing Verse

After graduating college and returning home, I met my wife, Christyne. I had no idea that God would use her in bringing about my salvation. In fact, my family and I were nervous because she didn’t speak in tongues. We set out to fix that problem by having her attend one of Benny’s crusades, but nothing happened. Next, she attended a service at my home church in Vancouver, but that didn’t work either. Finally, she received some coaching at a youth conference, but she couldn’t manage more than a few mumbled syllables. I truly thought I could never marry her unless something changed.

Then one day she pointed to a verse I had never seen: 1 Corinthians 12:30 (“Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret?”). I was shaken to the core. There it was plain as day—not everybody has to speak in tongues. Soon, the domino effect began. Other longstanding beliefs were failing the biblical test. No longer did I believe that God’s purpose was to make me happy, healthy, and wealthy. Instead, I saw that he wanted me to live for him regardless of what I could get from him.

While struggling to strike out into ministry, I received a call from a pastor-friend who was planting a church in California, offering me a part-time youth pastor position. It seemed like a perfect place to learn and grow, so Christyne and I packed up and took a step of faith as newlyweds.

Soon after joining the staff, God put the final crack in my false belief system, and the truth came bursting forth like a wave of grace. One of my first preaching assignments was John 5:1–17—the healing at Bethesda. As I studied for the sermon, my pastor-friend gave me a trusted commentary. Then the Holy Spirit took over. The passage showed that Jesus healed one man out of a multitude, the man didn’t know who Jesus was, and the man was healed instantly!

This left three treasured beliefs in tatters. Isn’t it always God’s will to heal? No, Jesus only healed one man out of a multitude. Doesn’t God only heal people if they have enough faith? No, this crippled man didn’t even know who Jesus was (let alone have faith in him). Doesn’t healing require an anointed healer, special music, and an offering collection? No, Jesus healed instantly with a mere command. I wept bitterly over my participation in greedy ministry manipulation and my life of false teaching and beliefs, and I thanked God for his mercy and grace through Jesus Christ. My eyes were completely opened.

I am thankful that my wife was willing to question my insistence on speaking in tongues and that my pastor loved me enough to disciple me out of prosperity gospel confusion. I’ve seen how God uses evangelism and discipleship to transform lost souls into found saints. A Christian’s greatest ability is availability. When God’s people are willing to take a step of faith and speak the truth in love, lives are transformed and God is glorified. You never know who he might save through your faithfulness.

Benny Hinn’s Nephew rips Prosperity Gospel and explains why he left lavish lifestyle behind
https://www.faithwire.com/2018/04/06/my-questions-didnt-get-answered-benny-hinns-nephew-rips-prosperity-gospel-and-explains-why-he-left-lavish-lifestyle-behind/
By Will Maule, April 6, 2018
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https://youtu.be/kDu-FKWweU8 45:24
Costi Hinn once lived a life of luxury, touring around the world with his infamous uncle, prosperity preacher Benny Hinn. As an eager young man, he worked as an usher at the sprawling crusade events — or in his words, “carried around uncle Benny’s Louis Vuitton bag.”
As he grew older, Costi left his uncle’s problematic theology beyond, but he never lost his faith. Today, he serves as Executive Pastor at Mission Bible Church in Tustin, California.  He even shepherds the church’s finances — something he admits is “ironic for a prosperity preacher guy.”

Costi Hinn’s journey from a charismatic belief in “health and wealth” theology to a less glamorous devotion to biblical scriptures did not take place overnight. Once heavily embroiled in the prosperity gospel or “word of faith” movement, Costi embarked on a whirlwind voyage of Biblical exploration, eventually concluding that the gospel his own uncle preached was ultimately heretical.
In a recent interview with minister Justin Peters, Costi opened up about his extraordinary journey.
“We lived the dream. Expensive hotels, cars, travel. The biggest being that ‘Jesus provided all of that.’ You didn’t touch the Lord’s anointed … we revered our leaders,” he explained. “We believed that we were part of an anointed heritage of leaders — they were all men of God. They could heal and operate in the five-fold ministry: apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor, teacher.”

During his college years, Costi began to travel with his uncle Benny. He decided to take a year off and “sow” into his future, trusting God for success.

“The reason I took a year off was because that’s how you sow a seed of faithfulness for what you want,” he explained. “For me, I played baseball in Canada. It was hard to get from Canada to the U.S. as a baseball player. I thought ‘it’s a long shot but I think I can do it.'”

God is Your Magic Genie
Costi believed that if he could only play his cards right, God would do absolutely anything for him.

“I thought the ultimate door here would be to work for my uncle Benny, to put God first, and God would open a door,” he explained. “That’s how it works in the prosperity gospel movement — God is your magic genie. You rub him right, you do the right things. Give right, serve right, make decisions right, believe right, think right, and you’ll get what you want.”

“I worked for my uncle for well over a year,” he continued. “We would go to London, Australia, Greece, Israel, preaching our version of Christ. I carried his Louis Vuitton briefcase. I stayed in his hotel rooms in places like Dubai. The royal suite there was a $25,000-a-night bill, along with the other suites that we had.”

Hinn candidly admitted to Peters that he was young and “liked all the perks” that came with the ministry trips. But that feeling didn’t last long, and things quickly took a turn.
Big Questions
“Along the way I got big questions in my mind,” Costi explained. “Like why certain prophecies didn’t come through. And why would mass amounts of people speak in tongues? The bottom line is, when you see a whole bunch of people speaking in babble … you look in the Bible and you go ‘well, I don’t know what that is.'”

Things were not adding up for a young and inquisitive Costi. He recalled meeting a young girl with a severe deformity and being utterly baffled at the fact she did not get healed.

“They brought her to the back. We prayed for her, my uncle prayed for her. I was bawling my eyes out later that night saying ‘God why didn’t you heal her?! Everyone was supposed to get healed,” he explained.

Costi noted how his uncle Benny would often declare that “everyone would be healed” at his vast crusade events and that once, Benny even insisted that Jesus was going to physically appear during a massive gathering in Kenya.

“You want that when you’re in it. I was a charismatic to the core,” Costi explained. “I wanted those experiences. I wanted it to be real, because Jesus could heal and solve all these problems. When he didn’t, the God I believed in and the God of the Bible were against one another. The Bible said one thing, our theology said a different thing. We used the Bible and twisted it to match our version of God. Ultimately, I was very confused.”

Then, things really began to unravel for Hinn. The gap between what he was reading in the Bible and what his famous uncle was teaching began to widen dramatically.

“It was something I would think about but lightly question,” he said. “So I would hint to my Dad ‘Hey, why didn’t this happen?’ One friend had cancer in high school. I just thought ‘Let’s pray for her, we’ll get her healed.'”

Costi was shocked when the family and friends that surrounded him suggested that because this girl’s family did not belong to the same denomination as them, it was unlikely they would be able to “tap in” to supernatural healing power.

“It got really weird,” Costi explained. “Why aren’t we being the hands and feet of Christ?”

“And yet we couldn’t unless there was money and music and atmosphere,” he added. “So there were big questions.”
Gospel Bombs
Costi recalled how his uncle came out with some extraordinarily offensive and controversial remarks during his ministry. When he would question some of these, he was told “don’t put God in a box, don’t touch the Lord’s anointed,” adding that the “ultimate safety net under it all is ‘well, we are fallible men, we are sinners, but that doesn’t mean we aren’t anointed.'”

“There is a lot of twisted hermeneutics that go into the excuses. My questions didn’t get answered,” he said.

Costi went on to attend Dallas Baptist University, where he says a sports coach completely changed his theological outlook.

“He begins to just plant ‘seed bombs,'” Costi said, in reference to the “seed faith” theology of his uncle. “They were gospel bombs getting dropped in my life. One of them was the sovereignty of God.”

“After being discipled there for DBU, I go on to graduate and meet a girl,” Hinn continued.
The only problem was, his girlfriend was not from a rich family — a big issue for wealth-obsessed relatives.

“One of my family members came to me and said ‘God spoke to me last night in a dream — she’s not your wife.'” Costi added.

His family was also concerned that the girl did not speak in tongues, a sign that she was not “filled with the spirit.”

“My Baptist education taught me you can’t tell people they are not saved, you can’t tell people they’re not filled, they’re not baptized by the Holy Spirit if they don’t speak in tongues,” Costi explained. “Biblically there is one baptism — we’re baptized into the body of Christ at conversion — Paul was really clear about that.”
Dominos Falling
As Costi continued to study scripture for himself, he came to some startling conclusions.

“You can’t tell everyone to speak in tongues. You just can’t,” he said, referencing 1 Corinthians 12:29-30.

“So a domino went down, and all of a sudden another one and another one,” Hinn explained. “You can’t force everyone to speak in tongues. There are no second-class citizens in Christ. That was another truth-bomb.”

Costi went on to join a new church plant under pastor Anthony Wood that was initially called “Moment Church.”

“We were very trendy,” he laughed. “We were a lot attractional. The church planted out of the kinda entrepreneurial, megachurch vibe. You can imagine, that’s not the way we are now. So, there’s a whole other story there. But the Lord was doing a mighty work and we were maturing.”

Costi explained how refreshing it was to be treated as a normal follower of Christ, without being limited by his name and the connotations it had in relation to the prosperity movement.

“People often asked pastor Tony, ‘what are you doing hiring the Hinn kid?'” he laughed.

“I was a young guy — my wife and I was connected with the congregation, and they thought, ‘Hey, we need a youth guy. Costi’s pretty passionate, seems to want more of the word. Bring him out!'”

“Pastor Tony could care less what my name was,” Costi added. “That was a big kicker for me.”
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https://youtu.be/h-llUtFxrJI 01:20
As his church began to develop, Costi began his theological training and was given a passage to teach on, John 5: “The Healing at the Pool of Bethesda.” He was handed a John MacArthur commentary. At one point, MacArthur was an arch-enemy of Benny Hinn due to his secessionist beliefs about the work of the Holy Spirit in the modern age.

“That’s who my uncle wanted to get his Holy Spirit machine gun and blow his head off with,” Costi explained.
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http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-16.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-17 EX-MINISTER JOHN EDWARDS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-17.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-18 DERREN BROWN
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-18.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-19 HANK EDWARDS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-19.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-20 EX-MINISTER MARK HAVILLE
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-20.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-21 PAPA GIORGIO
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-21.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-22 ANONYMOUS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-22.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-23 RICKY D
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-23.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-24 YODA
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-24.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-25 CHERIE
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-25.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-26 VICTOR (INDIA)
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-26.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-27 PHENERK
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-27.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-28 MAESTROH
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-28.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-29 KURT HUTCHISON
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-29.doc 
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-30 MIKE McK
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-30.doc 

TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-31 JEANETTE LARGENT
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-31.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-32 JENNI
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-32.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-33 EX-MINISTER TOM KILLINGSWORTH
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-33.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-34 DANNY H
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-34.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-35 MIKE & PAT RODGERS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-35.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-36 ANONYMOUS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-36.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-37 KEVIN REEVES
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-37.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-38 BOB SCRUGGS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-38.doc
TESTIMONY OF A FORMER PROSPERITY GOSPEL-WORD OF FAITH BELIEVER-39 KAREN
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_PROSPERITY_GOSPEL-WORD_OF_FAITH_BELIEVER-39.doc
