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MICHAEL PRABHU NOVEMBER 3, 2021
President Biden, Pope Francis and Canon Law
If what Biden says the Holy Father said is true, what they were discussing comes under Canon 916, not 915.

https://www.ncregister.com/commentaries/president-biden-pope-francis-and-canon-law
Fr. Raymond J. de Souza, November 3, 2021
What President Joe Biden said that Pope Francis said to him about receiving Holy Communion is both plausible and implausible at the same time.
After his meeting with Pope Francis at the Vatican on Oct. 29, President Biden said that Pope Francis had told him that “he was happy that I am a good Catholic and that I should keep receiving Communion.”

Given the controversy about whether Biden should be denied Holy Communion due to his support for an expanded and radical abortion license, it was a major news story.

It’s possible that Biden did not understand what Pope Francis said, or that he was confused about it, or that he lied about it, but it seems fair to take the statement at face value. While the Vatican never comments on what is specifically said in such meetings, Pope Francis is more than capable of leaking a correction to friendly Jesuit media if he so desires. There was no such leak in this case.

That said, it is implausible that the Holy Father actually told Biden that he was a good Catholic. It is out of character for Pope Francis to praise anyone for being a good Catholic. Occasionally he will praise the ordinary faith of anonymous simple people, but when it comes to clergy, professors, business leaders, politicians — let alone the president of the United States — criticism, sometimes, harsh, is the norm. If Pope Francis told Biden that he is a good Catholic, it would be unusual.
It’s more likely that Pope Francis praised Biden for going to Mass every Sunday, even when traveling, something only a small minority of American Catholics bother to do. Or he may have praised Biden for being more religiously observant than most of his recent predecessors. That remains speculation.

If the question of receiving Holy Communion came up — and it is possible that Biden asked the Holy Father about it, given the prominence of the controversy — it is plausible that the Holy Father would have told Biden to keep receiving Holy Communion. 

Recall that in 2014, Pope Francis called an Argentinian woman who had been told by her pastor that she should not receive Holy Communion because she was living with a civilly-divorced man who was still sacramentally married to another woman. The couple reported that Pope Francis told her that she should receive Holy Communion, going to a different parish if the local pastor insisted on upholding the sacramental discipline of the Church.

More recently, Pope Francis received President Alberto Fernández from his native Argentina. He is a Catholic who has explicitly said that he disagrees with the Catholic teaching that abortion is a grave evil, a position of theological dissent, not just public policy. He is also in an irregular marital situation, separated from his wife and living with another woman.
Nevertheless, both were given Holy Communion by Bishop Marcelo Sanchez Sorondo, head of the pontifical academies, during their 2020 visit. The occasion was a special Mass celebrated by the fellow Argentinian at the tomb of St. Peter, the holiest place in Rome.

In both Argentinian cases, the prohibition against receiving Holy Communion is clear, clearer than Biden’s case. Nevertheless, the Holy Father apparently approved of Holy Communion being administered.

Biden’s reporting of the papal comments actually shifted the issue, which is the bigger news.

Canon 915 of the Code of Canon Law states that those who “obstinately persist in manifest grave sin” should not be admitted to Holy Communion. That means that the minister of Holy Communion ought to refuse Holy Communion in such cases.
The controversy — heated and stretching over generations — is whether Canon 915 means that political figures such as Biden or House Speaker Nancy Pelosi should be denied Holy Communion if they present themselves to receive. In practice this is very rarely done in the United States, and almost never even discussed elsewhere. But the controversy carries on.

Canon 916 is different, stating that those “who are conscious of grave sin” whether manifest, obstinate or not, should not present themselves to receive Holy Communion. That is not controversial; First Holy Communion children learn that someone who has committed a mortal sin should not receive Holy Communion without going to confession first.

Canon 915 speaks about the responsibility of ministers. Canon 916 addresses the decision of individual Catholics to present themselves for Holy Communion.
The vast majority of U.S. bishops, regarding pro-abortion politicians, do not apply Canon 915 to deny them Holy Communion. It is likely that a solid majority would expect them to abide by Canon 916, and not present themselves.

If what Biden says the Holy Father said is true, what they were discussing comes under Canon 916, not 915. It means that Pope Francis has judged that even Canon 916 does not apply to Biden, namely that his promotion of the radical abortion license does not constitute a grave sin, which requires repentance and sacramental absolution.

That Pope Francis considers abortion a grave sin and an unspeakable crime is beyond doubt — he likens it to hiring an assassin. But it seems Pope Francis does not think Canon 916 applies as widely as usually thought, whether in relation to divorce-and-remarriage, or in terms of public promotion of abortion.

It is a matter that requires clarification, not hearsay evidence, even from the president of the United States.
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FRANCIS SPEAKS AT BIDEN’S CLIMATE SUMMIT
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FRANCIS SPEAKS ON COMMUNION FOR POLITICIANS WHO BACK ABORTION-02 
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GRAVE SIN-FRANCIS COSYING UP TO NANCY PELOSI BIDEN
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HOW BIDEN WAS ‘RECRUITED’ TO BECOME AGENT OF CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY 
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http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/IMMEDIATELY_FOLLOWING_BIDEN_INAUGURATION_WHITE_HOUSE_UPDATES_CONTACT_PAGE_FOR_TRANSGENDER_PRONOUNS.doc
INDIAN JESUITS LOOK FOR ESCAPE ROUTE FROM TALIBAN MANHUNT, US JESUITS DEFEND BIDEN’S FIASCO JULES GOMES 
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IS BIDEN’S JAB MANDATE A BLUFF TO PRESSURE AMERICANS TO TAKE SHOT? 
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JESUIT MAGAZINE LA CIVILTA CATTOLICA LAUDS BIDEN’S VICTORY 
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JUDAS RECEIVED COMMUNION. SHOULD BIDEN? 
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LIFESITENEWS PETITION URGES POPE TO FORMALLY ADMONISH BIDEN FOR HIS PRO-ABORTION POLICIES 
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MAJORITY OF CATHOLIC LAITY IN FAVOR OF REFUSING COMMUNION TO BIDEN 
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MAJORITY OF CATHOLIC LAITY IN FAVOR OF REFUSING COMMUNION TO BIDEN 02 
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MR. BIDEN AND THE MATTER OF SCANDAL 
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NIGERIAN ARCHBISHOP BLASTS BIDEN’S ABORTION FUNDING 
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OBEYING CHURCH DOCTRINE WHEN CASTING YOUR VOTE-RON SMITH - BIDEN
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ON JOE BIDEN AND JUDGING SOULS 
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OUR FIRST ANTI-CATHOLIC ‘CATHOLIC’ PRESIDENT 
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OVER 74 MILLION AMERICANS JUST VOTED FOR AN ANTI-CHRISTIAN NEW WORLD UNDER BIDEN-HARRIS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/OVER_74_MILLION_AMERICANS_JUST_VOTED_FOR_AN_ANTI-CHRISTIAN_NEW_WORLD_UNDER_BIDEN-HARRIS.doc
PEW POLL SHOWS MOST CATHOLICS FAVOUR COMMUNION FOR BIDEN 
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PETITION TO US BISHOPS TO EXCOMMUNICATE BIDEN 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PETITION_TO_US_BISHOPS_TO_EXCOMMUNICATE_BIDEN.doc
POOPGATE-EVERYONE GOES TO HEAVEN? BIDEN 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/POOPGATE-EVERYONE_GOES_TO_HEAVEN.doc
POPE CONFERS RED HATS ON PINK PRELATES - BIDEN 
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POPE FRANCIS, BIDEN AND POST-INSTITUTIONAL CATHOLICS 
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POPE PLAYS ANTI-TRUMP CARD, BLESSES BIDEN 
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POST-HEARTBEAT LAW, BIDEN SAYS LIFE DOESN’T BEGIN AT CONCEPTION 02 
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PRELATES BACK BIDEN COMMUNION BAN 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PRELATES_BACK_BIDEN_COMMUNION_BAN.doc
PRESIDENT KAMALA HARRIS 
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PRIEST LAUDS BIDEN AT MASS BEFORE INAUGURATION 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PRIEST_LAUDS_BIDEN_AT_MASS_BEFORE_INAUGURATION.doc
PRO-ABORTION BIDEN ENDANGERS HIS SOUL 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PRO-ABORTION_BIDEN_ENDANGERS_HIS_SOUL.doc
PRO-ABORTION BIDEN’S CLAIMING TO BE ‘PERSONALLY PRO-LIFE’ DOESN’T CUT IT 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PRO-ABORTION_BIDENS_CLAIMING_TO_BE_PERSONALLY_PRO-LIFE_DOESNT_CUT_IT.doc
PRO-ABORTION POLITICIANS ARE AUTOMATICALLY EXCOMMUNICATED – BIDEN
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PRO-LIFE CATHOLIC DEMOCRAT LIPINSKI SAYS FRANCIS AND BIDEN NOT ON SAME TEAM 
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PRO-LIFE, PRO-ABORTION LEADERS RESPOND TO BIDEN REVOKING MEXICO CITY POLICY 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PRO-LIFE_PRO-ABORTION_LEADERS_RESPOND_TO_BIDEN_REVOKING_MEXICO_CITY_POLICY.doc
SHERIFFS WON’T ENFORCE BIDEN’S UNCONSTITUTIONAL COVID VACCINE MANDATES 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SHERIFFS_WONT_ENFORCE_BIDENS_UNCONSTITUTIONAL_COVID_VACCINE_MANDATES.doc
SHOULD JOE BIDEN BE ADMITTED TO HOLY COMMUNION? THE SIMPLE ANSWER IS ‘NO’ 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SHOULD_JOE_BIDEN_BE_ADMITTED_TO_HOLY_COMMUNION_THE_SIMPLE_ANSWER_IS_NO.doc
SPANISH BISHOP CRITICAL OF BIDEN’S CLAIM THAT FRANCIS SAID HE CAN RECEIVE COMMUNION 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/SPANISH_BISHOP_CRITICAL_OF_BIDENS_CLAIM_THAT_FRANCIS_SAID_HE_CAN_RECEIVE_COMMUNION.doc
STOP SACRILEGIOUS COMMUNIONS NOW-RAYMOND DE SOUZA - BIDEN
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/STOP_SACRILEGIOUS_COMMUNIONS_NOW-RAYMOND_DE_SOUZA.doc
THE ABORTION REGIME THAT CHRISTIAN BIDEN-SUPPORTERS VOTED FOR 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_ABORTION_REGIME_THAT_CHRISTIAN_BIDEN-SUPPORTERS_VOTED_FOR.doc
‘THE BIDENS HAVE A CHINA PROBLEM’, US SENATOR 
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THE BISHOPS, DONATISM, AND BIDEN 
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THE BISHOPS’ BOY - BIDEN
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_BISHOPS_BOY.doc
THE CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY GOT JOE BIDEN ELECTED 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_CHINESE_COMMUNIST_PARTY_GOT_JOE_BIDEN_ELECTED.doc
THE DANGER OF BIDEN’S EMPTY CATHOLICISM  
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_DANGER_OF_BIDENS_EMPTY_CATHOLICISM.doc
THE DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM CONTRADICTS CATHOLIC TEACHING, SAYS BP. STRICKLAND - BIDEN
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_DEMOCRATIC_PLATFORM_CONTRADICTS_CATHOLIC_TEACHING_SAYS_BP_STRICKLAND.doc
THE PROGRESSIVE STANCES OF JOE BIDEN AND NANCY PELOSI 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/THE_PROGRESSIVE_STANCES_OF_JOE_BIDEN_AND_NANCY_PELOSI.doc
THE US BISHOPS’ BIDEN PROBLEM 
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THE USCCB SHOULD STAND FIRM ON DENYING COMMUNION TO PRO-ABORTION POLITICIANS-BISHOP STRICKLAND 
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THESE US BISHOPS OPPOSE BIDEN, PRO-ABORTION POLITICIANS, COMMUNION BAN 
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TRUDEAU AND BIDEN ARE BOTH PUSHING FOR THE GREAT RESET - GREAT RESET 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TRUDEAU_AND_BIDEN_ARE_BOTH_PUSHING_FOR_THE_GREAT_RESET.doc
TRUMP WAS RIGHT IN SAYING ELECTION WAS RIGGED 
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US BISHOPS GREEN-LIGHTING COMMUNION FOR FAKE CATHOLICS LIKE BIDEN 
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US BISHOPS’ PRO-LIFE CHAIRMAN RESPONDS TO BIDEN-HARRIS STATEMENT ON ROE VS. WADE ANNIVERSARY 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/US_BISHOPS_PRO-LIFE_CHAIRMAN_RESPONDS_TO_BIDEN-HARRIS_STATEMENT_ON_ROE_VS_WADE_ANNIVERSARY.doc
US BISHOPS SAY THEY WON’T ISSUE STATEMENT ON COMMUNION FOR PRO-ABORTION POLITICIANS - BIDEN
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/US_BISHOPS_SAY_THEY_WONT_ISSUE_STATEMENT_ON_COMMUNION_FOR_PRO-ABORTION_POLITICIANS.doc
VATICAN BLOCKS BIDEN COMMUNION BAN, SILENT ON GERMAN SCHISM, PUSHES 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_BLOCKS_BIDEN_COMMUNION_BAN_SILENT_ON_GERMAN_SCHISM_PUSHES_VACCINE.doc
VATICAN FAILS TO OVERRIDE BISHOPS' BIDEN STATEMENT 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_FAILS_TO_OVERRIDE_BISHOPS_BIDEN_STATEMENT.doc
VATICAN NEWS LAUDS PRO-ABORTION WOMAN WHO RECITED POEM AT BIDEN’S INAUGURATION 
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VATICAN PUTS BRAKES ON USCCB’S CONSIDERATION TO DENY HOLY COMMUNION TO PRO-ABORTION BIDEN AND PELOSI
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VATICAN REJECTS POPE MEETING WITH BIDEN, LINKED TO COMMUNION ISSUE 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_REJECTS_POPE_MEETING_WITH_BIDEN_LINKED_TO_COMMUNION_ISSUE.doc
VATICAN WARNS US BISHOPS TO NOT DENY BIDEN COMMUNION 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/VATICAN_WARNS_US_BISHOPS_TO_NOT_DENY_BIDEN_COMMUNION.doc
VIGANO WARNS OF DYSTOPIAN DICTATORSHIP, NEW WORLD ORDER IF BIDEN WINS 
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WE CAN PROVE ELECTION FRAUD FAIRLY CONCLUSIVELY-DATA EXPERT - BIDEN
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WE SHOULD NOT BE HAPPY WITH A ‘SECOND CATHOLIC PRESIDENT’ IF IT’S JOE BIDEN 
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WHAT THE CHURCH TEACHES ABOUT ABORTION LAWS [BIDEN]
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WHICH US BISHOPS DEFEND COMMUNION FOR PRO-GAY PRO-ABORTION POLITICIANS, WHICH OPPOSE 
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