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Feminists protest against Fr. Neville Fernandes’ sermons
Archdiocese probes priest’s anti-woman remarks
http://mattersindia.com/2015/03/archdiocese-probes-priests-anti-woman-remarks/ 
http://m.ucanindia.in/news/catholic-priest-in-trouble-for-alleged-anti-women-remarks-28205.html
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/bombay-archdiocese-probes-alleged-anti-women-remarks-by-catholic-priest/
By Kevin Lobo, Anjali Lukose, Mumbai, March 11, 2015

The Archdiocese of Bombay on Tuesday said that it would probe the incident where a Catholic priest, during a sermon for children, reportedly said that “boys are more intelligent than girls” and that “girls outshine boys only because they work harder,” which had led to an uproar in the community.
The statements were reportedly made on March 8, International Women’s Day, and reports about the incident soon reached the archdiocese.

The St Anthony’s Church in Vakola had invited Fr Neville Fernandes, a Redemptorist priest (of the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer), to give talks after Masses during the Lent. The alleged statements were made during the 9 am Sunday mass, reported The Indian Express.

According to those present, Fr Neville also allegedly stated that “parents should send their children during ‘Mission’ so that they do not have to come crying later that their sons are doing drugs or their daughters are marrying Muslims.”

After the Mass, some parishioners confronted Fr Neville.

“I was disturbed by these statements especially since they were made in front of impressionable young minds and in at a time when violence against women is at an all-time high. When Fr Neville was confronted, he stuck to his statements and said a majority of achievements, all through history, were made by men, who think with their heads, while women think with their hearts,” said a parishioner.

When contacted by The Indian Express, Fr Neville stated that he made the statements, but that they were being taken out of context. “I’m a priest for 28 years. I made the statement but in context,” Fr Neville said.

“Yes, I will state again. Girls work harder and are more sincere and outshine the boys. Intelligence is not only important. Important is that God has given us gifts, and we must use the gifts. Of course, I made the statement about Muslims. Parents come crying. Muslim people talk about their children marrying other castes. It was in that context. My sister has married a Hindu, so I don’t have a problem,” he added.

The priest is part of a team of three Redemptorist priests preaching ‘The Jesus Encounter’ — a personal invitation for youth, adults and parents from March 8 to 14, according to the parish website.

The archdiocese has distanced itself from the alleged statements. “The Catholic Church has always held that human beings are created in the image and likeness of God and are equal, in keeping with the teachings from our Sacred Scriptures. The Catholic Church endorses gender equality and has been constantly working towards sensitising all communities in the area of gender equality and justice.”

Women panel offers gender sensitivity classes to “sexist priest”
http://mattersindia.com/2015/03/women-panel-offers-gender-sensitivity-classes-to-sexist-priest-2/
March 12, 2015

The women’s commission of Bombay archdiocese has asked a Catholic priest to stop preaching until he undergoes a course it conducts in gender sensitivity and interreligious relationships.
Redemptorist Father Neville Fernandes upset a section of Catholics in a parish during children’s Mass on Sunday when he allegedly made some sexist remarks. He reiterated his statement on “boys being more intelligent than girls” three days later during an evening Mass. He asserted that girls have more emotional quotient while boys have more intelligence quotient.

Fr Fernandes told The Indian Express on Wednesday that he had meant to empower women by “putting sense in them.”

“I’m trying to empower women. You can empower them only if you put sense in them. Women are spoiling boys bringing them up as retarded, which is why these rapes are increasing. If the mother doesn’t differentiate between their children, then nothing will happen,” the priest said.

During Wednesday’s sermon, he added, “God has made boys intelligent but girls outshine them because they are hard working. The mother pampers the boy and makes the girl do all the work, but that is love. She doesn’t know it but that girl then becomes like gold. My niece got very good marks and she says it is because of hard work and agreed with my statement saying boys in her class are geniuses. Women are women’s worst enemies.”

The Bombay Archdiocese had on Wednesday asked the commission to look into Fr Fernandes’ sermon on Sunday.

“I am shocked at (Fr Fernandes’) arrogance on the one hand and ignorance on the other. It’s a shame that priests like Fr Neville Fernandes in one sermon undo all that we have been struggling to achieve, with their loose comments. But hopefully people like Fr Neville are in a minority, in our church,” said Marcia D’Cunha, executive secretary of the Archdiocesan Women’s Commission.

Fr Fernandes during the sermon said he can take on any women’s associations because he stands for justice and is pro-woman.

Archdiocese does not conform to remarks made by 'sexist' priest: Bishop Agnelo
https://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-archdiocese-does-not-conform-to-remarks-made-by-sexist-priest-bishop-agnelo-2068821
March 15, 2015

After the questionable comments made by Fr Neville Fernandes during a Sunday mass, Bishop Agnelo Gracias has asked him to stick to the topics he is preaching and refrain from making controversial statements.
Media reports suggested that Fr Neville had made remarks like "Boys are more intelligent than girls" and "Girls outshine boys because of hard work and sincerity" during the Lenten mission at St Anthony's church in Vakola. It did not go well with the Archdiocesan Women's Commission (AWC).

Marcia D'Cunha, executive secretary of the AWC, has asked Bishop Savio to stop him from preaching. "Every word he has said is destructive and ill informed. He should not be allowed to preach for the rest of the Lenten mission. We are upset by the statements made by him and want to know if the Redemptorist Church (sic) believes in what he has said. He was asked not to make statements a few days ago, but he still made them. He is making statements that are not justified by facts or history," she said. She added that the AWC has been conducting gender equality programs for the recently concluded international Women's Day since the past three Sundays.

Bishop Agnelo said that the Archdiocese does not subscribe to the statements made by the priest. "God made men and women equal. I have told him to not make any controversial statements and stick to the topic he is preaching. If he has said that boys are more intelligent, there is no proof of it. Both have different qualities and they are not biologically similar. Boys usually have more opportunities, so these can be considered societal in nature," he said.
Father Neville said that the whole congregation is with him and that his statements were taken out of context. "I have been preaching since 28 years and was transferred to Goa because I stood up a headmistress against all the priests in Chembur. My heart is with women and I was trying to motivate mothers into challenging their sons. Mothers spoil their boys and then cry when they don't listen. Mothers don't spoil girls, which works to their (girls') advantage. I still say that women are more practical than men and they shouldn't be partial. I say that both boys and girls should tell each other that they are intelligent, which creates a secure environment. Women are hard workers and sincere, which outshines intellect," he said.

A storm in a teacup? There are far greater travesties -- moral and spiritual -- occurring in the Archdiocese of Bombay on a regular basis, but who cares?
Bombay Archbishop Cardinal Oswald Gracias:

CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS ENDORSES YOGA FOR CATHOLICS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_ENDORSES_YOGA_FOR_CATHOLICS.doc
PAPAL CANDIDATE OSWALD CARDINAL GRACIAS ENDORSES YOGA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PAPAL_CANDIDATE_OSWALD_CARDINAL_GRACIAS_ENDORSES_YOGA.doc
NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 20-HALF-TRUTHS FROM CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_20-HALF-TRUTHS_FROM_CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS.doc
NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 27-CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS STILL IN DENIAL OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR ITS ERRORS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_27-CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_STILL_IN_DENIAL_OF_RESPONSIBILITY_FOR_ITS_ERRORS.doc
THE SALESIANS, OSWALD CARDINAL GRACIAS AND NEW AGE PSYCHOLOGIST CARL ROGERS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_SALESIANS_OSWALD_CARDINAL_GRACIAS_AND_NEW_AGE_PSYCHOLOGIST_CARL_ROGERS.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 16-CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS WEARS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_16-CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_WEARS.doc
SHOULD OSWALD CARDINAL GRACIAS HAVE RESIGNED AS CARDINAL OBRIEN DID 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SHOULD_OSWALD_CARDINAL_GRACIAS_HAVE_RESIGNED_AS_CARDINAL_OBRIEN_DID.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS IMPOSES PROTESTANT ALPHA COURSE ON ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_IMPOSES_PROTESTANT_ALPHA_COURSE_ON_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY.doc
A THIRD PRIEST ARRESTED FOR SODOMY ON CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS WATCH 18/19 JULY 2017
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/A_THIRD_PRIEST_ARRESTED_FOR_SODOMY_ON_CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_WATCH.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS’ SPIRITUALLY PERVERTED GYAN ASHRAM 23 SEPTEMBER 2017/17 JANUARY 2018 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_SPIRITUALLY_PERVERTED_GYAN_ASHRAM.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS’ NEW AGE PROMOTION TRUST 31 MARCH 2018

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_NEW_AGE_PROMOTION_TRUST.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS CELEBRATES MASS IN GAY LITURGICAL VESTMENTS 28 AUGUST 2018
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_CELEBRATES_MASS_IN_GAY_LITURGICAL_VESTMENTS.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS BLESSES OPENLY GAY WENDELL RODRICKS HOMOSEXUAL LIFESTYLE 4 NOVEMBER 2018

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_BLESSES_OPENLY_GAY_WENDELL_RODRICKS_HOMOSEXUAL_LIFESTYLE.doc
COVER-UP OF CRIMES OF PREDATOR PRIESTS BY CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS CONTINUES FEBRUARY 27, 2019
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/COVER-UP_OF_CRIMES_OF_PREDATOR_PRIESTS_BY_CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_CONTINUES.doc
On Cardinal Ivan Dias:
CARDINAL IVAN DIAS PROMOTES CONTROVERSIAL MARIAN APPARITIONS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_IVAN_DIAS_PROMOTES_CONTROVERSIAL_MARIAN_APPARITIONS.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 11-CARDINAL IVAN DIAS WEARS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_11-CARDINAL_WEARS.doc
CARDINAL IVAN DIAS LIGHTS A LAMP FOR THE HINDU DEITY GANESHA 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_IVAN_DIAS_LIGHTS_A_LAMP_FOR_THE_HINDU_DEITY_GANESHA.doc
Bishop Agnelo Gracias was the leading defender of the heretical/New Age/Hinduized St Pauls New Community Bible when Catholics protested against it following its release:

NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 22-BISHOP AGNELO GRACIAS DEFENDS IT YET IT IS PULLED FOR REVISION 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_22-BISHOP_AGNELO_GRACIAS_DEFENDS_IT_YET_IT_IS_PULLED_FOR_REVISION.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 08-BISHOP WEARS - AGNELO GRACIAS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_08-BISHOP_WEARS.doc
Bombay Archdiocese is the most New Age-ridden diocese in India. I give the reader a few of my reports:

THE LABYRINTH IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_LABYRINTH_IN_THE_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY.doc
THE ST PIUS X SEMINARY CELEBRATES HINDU DEITY GANESHA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_ST_PIUS_X_SEMINARY_CELEBRATES_HINDU_DEITY_GANESH.doc
YOGA AND THE BRAHMA KUMARIS AT A CATHOLIC COLLEGE IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_AND_THE_BRAHMA_KUMARIS_AT_A_CATHOLIC_COLLEGE_IN_THE_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY.doc
FR JOE PEREIRA-KRIPA FOUNDATION-NEW AGE ENDORSED BY THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_JOE_PEREIRA-KRIPA_FOUNDATION-NEW_AGE_ENDORSED_BY_THE_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY_AND_THE_CBCI.doc
FR JOE PEREIRA CALLS FOR INCLUSIVE EUCHARIST AND BEDE GRIFFITHS INDIAN RITE MASS http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_JOE_PEREIRA_CALLS_FOR_INCLUSIVE_EUCHARIST_AND_BEDE_GRIFFITHS_INDIAN_RITE_MASS.doc
INSTITUTIONALIZED NEW AGE IN BOMBAY ARCHDIOCESE-HOMOEOPATHY, YOGA AND KRIPA FOUNDATION 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INSTITUTIONALIZED_NEW_AGE_IN_BOMBAY_ARCHDIOCESE-HOMOEOPATHY_YOGA_AND_KRIPA_FOUNDATION.doc
IS THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY IN THE LIBERAL CAMP AT THE SYNOD ON THE FAMILY? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/IS_THE_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY_IN_THE_LIBERAL_CAMP_AT_THE_SYNOD_ON_THE_FAMILY.doc
CHURCH MOUTHPIECE THE EXAMINER ACCUSED OF PROMOTING HERESY  
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHURCH_MOUTHPIECE_THE EXAMINER_ACCUSED_OF_PROMOTING_HERESY.doc
NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 07-UNPUBLISHED LETTERS AGAINST ITS ERRONEOUS COMMENTARIES-THE EXAMINER 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_07-UNPUBLISHED_LETTERS_AGAINST_ITS_ERRONEOUS_COMMENTARIES-THE_EXAMINER.doc
FR PRASHANT OLALEKAR-INTERPLAY AND LIFE POSITIVE (ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY)
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_PRASHANT_OLALEKAR-INTERPLAY_AND_LIFE_POSITIVE.doc
YOGA AT ST STANISLAUS HIGH SCHOOL ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_AT_ST_STANISLAUS_HIGH_SCHOOL_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY.doc
NEW AGE CARNIVAL AT MOUNT MARY CONVENT ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_AGE_CARNIVAL_AT_MOUNT_MARY_CONVENT_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY.doc
Bombay Archdiocese is the epicentre of the women priests movement in the Indian Church:
VIRGINIA SALDANHA-ECCLESIA OF WOMEN IN ASIA AND CATHERINE OF SIENA VIRTUAL COLLEGE-FEMINIST THEOLOGY AND THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN PRIESTS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VIRGINIA_SALDANHA-ECCLESIA_OF_WOMEN_IN_ASIA_AND_CATHERINE_OF_SIENA_VIRTUAL_COLLEGE-FEMINIST_THEOLOGY_AND_THE_ORDINATION_OF_WOMEN_PRIESTS.doc
VIRGINIA SALDANHA-WOMENPRIESTS INFILTRATES THE INDIAN CHURCH-CATHERINE OF SIENA VIRTUAL COLLEGE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/VIRGINIA_SALDANHA-WOMENPRIESTS_INFILTRATES_THE_INDIAN_CHURCH-CATHERINE_OF_SIENA_VIRTUAL_COLLEGE.doc
WHAT'S VIRGINIA SALDANHA DOING WITH "NUNS ON THE BUS"? 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WHATS_VIRGINIA_SALDANHA_DOING_WITH_NUNS_ON_THE_BUS.doc
THE PRO-WOMENS ORDINATION GAJIWALAS-THE INDIAN CHURCHS FIRST FAMILY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_PRO-WOMENS_ORDINATION_GAJIWALAS-THE_INDIAN_CHURCHS_FIRST_FAMILY.doc
