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Bombay priest sodomy case now embroils Church hierarchy
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The photograph above is that of Oswald Cardinal Gracias, CBCI President and the Archbishop of Bombay.

He has an unenviable history of overtly supporting the gay/LGBTQ lobby as can be seen in the files here:

Note: Due to modifications being carried out on the web site, the links given below will not open.

The following files may be accessed by Googling the respective titles (in blue colour).

CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS INTERPRETS POPE FRANCIS PERSONAL REMARK ON HOMOSEXUALS AS CHURCH TEACHING 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_INTERPRETS_POPE_FRANCIS_PERSONAL_REMARK_ON_HOMOSEXUALS_AS_CHURCH_TEACHING.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS CHAMPIONS LGBT CAUSE AT HOME 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_CHAMPIONS_LGBT_CAUSE_AT_HOME.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS CHAMPIONS LGBT CAUSE AT THE SYNOD ON THE FAMILY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_CHAMPIONS_LGBT_CAUSE_AT_THE_SYNOD_ON_THE_FAMILY.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS CELEBRATES MASS IN GAY LITURGICAL VESTMENTS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_CELEBRATES_MASS_IN_GAY_LITURGICAL_VESTMENTS.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS BLESSES OPENLY GAY WENDELL RODRICKS HOMOSEXUAL LIFESTYLE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_BLESSES_OPENLY_GAY_WENDELL_RODRICKS_HOMOSEXUAL_LIFESTYLE.doc
We had been fruitlessly pursuing with him, in his capacity as President, Conference of Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI), the case of the sexual molestation and rape of several young women by Fr. Joby Kachappilly VC, former Director of one of the Vincentian Congregation’s 40-odd retreat centres in two locations in India and in Toronto, Canada. We had called for the defrocking and laicization of the priest and for “justice” for the rape victims symbolizing the Church’s simple acknowledgement of his guilt and crimes, but the Vincentian Fathers have responded with silence, intimidation and even blackmail, while quickly shipping off the rapist-priest to Rome, and the senior hierarchy of the Indian Church as represented by Cardinal Oswald Gracias and his confreres have ignored all of our emails thus obliging us to place the details of the matter (in stages) in the public domain. There are now 30+ files in our web site series RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY.
Pope Francis has warned those bishops who cover-up sexual abuse and shield clerical predators:

AS A LOVING MOTHER POPE FRANCIS’ MOTU PROPRIO JUNE 4, 2016
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/AS_A_LOVING_MOTHER.doc
POPE FRANCIS AUTHORISES REMOVAL OF BISHOPS NEGLIGENT ON SEXUAL ABUSE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/POPE_FRANCIS_AUTHORISES_REMOVAL_OF_BISHOPS_NEGLIGENT_ON_SEXUAL_ABUSE.doc
The Cardinal, as President of the CBCI, and the Archdiocese of Bombay, have been covering-up for active homosexual priests as I have documented in the first five reports that immediately follow:

Note: Due to modifications being carried out on the web site, the links given below will not open.

The following files may be accessed by Googling the respective titles (in pink colour).

COVER-UP OF ACTIVE HOMOSEXUAL PRIESTS IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY 4/7 JULY 2017 FR. SUNIL MUNIS, FR. LAWRENCE JOHNSON
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/COVER-UP_OF_ACTIVE_HOMOSEXUAL_PRIESTS_IN_THE_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY.doc
YET ANOTHER PRIEST ARRESTED FOR SODOMY 12 JULY 2017 FR. LEO D’SOUZA
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YET_ANOTHER_PRIEST_ARRESTED_FOR_SODOMY.doc
A THIRD PRIEST ARRESTED FOR SODOMY ON CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS WATCH 18/19 JULY 2017 FR. SAJI JOSEPH
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/A_THIRD_PRIEST_ARRESTED_FOR_SODOMY_ON_CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_WATCH.doc
A FOURTH PRIEST UNDER INVESTIGATION IN HOMOSEXUALITY CASE 9 AUGUST 2017 FR. AROCKIYA RAJ
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/A_FOURTH_PRIEST_UNDER_INVESTIGATION_IN_HOMOSEXUALITY_CASE.doc
COVER-UP OF CRIMES OF PREDATOR PRIESTS BY CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS CONTINUES FEBRUARY 27, 2019 (FR. LAWRENCE JOHNSON again, update)
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/COVER-UP_OF_CRIMES_OF_PREDATOR_PRIESTS_BY_CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_CONTINUES.doc
GAY SEMINARIANS-TOO MANY HOMOSEXUALIST BISHOPS DON’T CARE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/GAY_SEMINARIANS-TOO_MANY_HOMOSEXUALIST_BISHOPS_DONT_CARE.doc 

SHOULD WE BE SILENT ABOUT CLERICS WHO ARE HOMOSEXUALS AND RAPISTS  
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SHOULD_WE_BE_SILENT_ABOUT_CLERICS_WHO_ARE_HOMOSEXUALS_AND_RAPISTS.pdf
CLERICAL SEX-ABUSERS AND HOMOSEXUALS-IS IT WRONG FOR CATHOLICS TO BE JUDGEMENTAL 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CLERICAL_PEDOPHILIA_AND_RAPE-IS_IT_WRONG_FOR_CATHOLICS_TO_BE_JUDGEMENTAL.doc 

The following priests have been accused/arrested for sodomy, as documented in the five reports:

Fr. Sunil Munis, Fr. Saji Joseph, Fr. Arockiya Raj, and Fr. Lawrence Johnson. 
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Fr. Lawrence Johnson
Fr. Lawrence Johnson is in jail since 2015. Now, the Bombay church hierarchy are embroiled in the case.
The news stories that follow are arranged in chronological order.
Molested child by mistake: Priest
https://www.asianage.com/mumbai/molested-child-mistake-priest-797
December 4, 2015
A priest was arrested at a church in Shivaji Nagar on Wednesday evening for allegedly molesting a 13-year-old boy. He has been booked under Section 377 of IPC and molestation. He was produced at court and the police has been granted his custody till December 5.
A complaint was lodged against the priest on December 1 but the arrest was made on Wednesday as the police were waiting for reports of medical tests conducted on the minor. The accused has been identified as Father Johnson Lawrence (52), the priest-in-charge of Christ The King Church, at Shivaji Nagar. “On Wednesday, after all medical checkup reports of boy turned out to be positive, we arrested the priest,” a police official said.

“During interrogation, father Lawrence he told us that the molestation happened by mistake. He said that his intentions were not wrong and that he has not done any wrong to the child,” said an official from the Shivaji Nagar police station. He further added, “The priest was insisting that the boy must have misunderstood his behaviour.”

On November 27, the alleged victim attended the church proceedings in the evening accompanied by his parents. After the prayer mass ended, the victim’s parents met other friends and left the church. The boy was left by himself inside the church.

Having found the boy by himself, father Lawrence approached him under the pretext of needing help with moving some items to the storeroom and sexually assaulted him.

After sexually assaulting him, he allegedly threatened the boy against informing anybody at home. After reaching home, the victim complained of pain in his genitals and revealed the incident to his mother. The parents then approached the police.

Priest accused of child abuse could be ‘disrobed’ 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/Priest-accused-of-child-abuse-could-be-disrobed/articleshow/50048243.cms
Mumbai, December 5, 2015

Fr Lawrence Johnson (51), accused of abusing a teenage age boy from his parish in Shivaji Nagar, could be disrobed or divested of priesthood if allegations against him are substantiated.

Fr Johnson was arrested for allegedly sodomising the 13-year old at Christ the King Church in Govandi on on November 27. The police have registered offences under Se Section 377 of the IPC and POCSO. 

Senior inspector Balasaheb Jadhav told TOI that a medical examination had revealed grievous injuries to the victim’s private parts. “We have also sent fluid samples for chemical tests but those reports could become available after weeks.

Such cases from all parts of the state are examined in sequential order,” he said. 
Another officer said Fr Johnson did not appear remorseful. He said, “Even as the boy and his mother were sobbing, Fr Johnson shrugged and said, what is the need to arrest me?” 
The case’s outcome will be the benchmark for how the Church deals with abuse. Fr Nigel Barrett, spokesman of the Archdiocese, indicated they have a zero- tolerance policy in such matters. The Church has appointed a three-member committee to conduct an internal investigation. 
The inquiry report will be submitted to the Vatican, which will decide if there is merit in the allegations. Punishment could range from censure, suspension or dismissal from priesthood. Should Fr Johnson be exonerated, he may be reassigned to another place given the “ill will and loss of faith” at his present parish. 

The accused is receiving legal aid from the Conference of the Diocesan Priests of the Archdiocese of Bombay. Priests receive legal aid as part of their right to defence.

Church representatives are reaching out to the victim’s family and helping them. The neighbouring parish has been requested to assist in the pastoral needs of Christ the King. 

Press release on Fr. Johnson
http://archdioceseofbombay.org/news/diocesan/press-release-fr-johnson
December 6, 2015

Fr. L. Johnson, a priest of the Archdiocese of Bombay, assigned as Priest-in-charge of Christ the King Church, Shivaji Nagar, Govandi is in judicial custody for allegedly having sodomised a 13-year-old boy in Govandi on November 27.

The Cardinal has initiated an impartial inquiry into the conduct of the priest and on the basis of the evidence gathered, if guilty, appropriate action will be taken. Representatives of the Archdiocese have met with the victim and his family and are in the process of ascertaining the facts from them.  All assistance is currently being rendered to the victim’s family.

For further information and any enquiries regarding this matter, please contact:

The Press Office

Archdiocese of Bombay
Mumbai Church to deal with 'benchmark' clergy abuse case
Case will test new norms and procedures promulgated by Indian bishops' conference
http://www.ucanews.com/news/indian-church-to-deal-with-benchmark-clergy-abuse-case/74747 

http://www.ucanindia.in/news/mumbai-church-to-deal-with-benchmark-clergy-abuse-case/30904/daily
http://www.votf.org/content/voice-faithful-focus-dec-18-2015 

By Christopher Joseph, Kochi, December 8 and 9, 2015
A Catholic priest has been arrested for allegedly sodomizing a 13-year old boy in Bombay Archdiocese.

Mumbai police arrested Father Lawrence Johnson, 51, accused of abusing the boy on Nov. 27 at Christ the King Church parish, archdiocesan spokesman Father Nigel Barret told ucanews.com Dec. 7.
The priest is "now under judicial custody," Father Barret said adding that Father Johnson was arrested Dec. 1 following complaints from the alleged victim's family.

"Representatives of the archdiocese have met with the victim and his family ... All assistance is currently being rendered to the victim's family," Father Barret said.

The case is the first reported case of clergy sex abuse since the church in India put in effect on Nov. 1 a Vatican-approved procedure to deal with allegations of sex abuse by Catholic clergy.

[ON HOMOSEXUALITY AND THE PEDOPHILIA ISSUE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ON_HOMOSEXUALITY_AND_THE_PEDOPHILIA_ISSUE.doc]

"The procedure has zero tolerance toward clergy sex abuses" and puts in place stringent and transparent investigative methods, said Father Joseph Chinnayyan, deputy secretary general of the Indian bishops' conference.

Benchmark abuse case

Virginia Saldanha*, a Catholic theologian and women's right activist, said Catholic leaders across India will be watching how the archdiocese handles the case.

"This is the first publicized case of child sex abuse by a member of clergy (since the new procedures were put in place). It will surely be a benchmark on how the church is prepared to deal with such cases," she told ucanews.com.

Father Barret said the archdiocese will send the results of its investigation to the Vatican to determine further canonical action. If found guilty, Father Johnson will be defrocked or laicized, he said.

Saldanha, an outspoken activist on the rights of abuse victims, wondered why church officials have not published for public consumption the procedural norms on dealing with clergy abuses.

"The norms need to be published. That will show their earnestness to rout out this crime of abuse," she said.

"Perhaps they fear publishing the norms will open a flood-gate of complaints of sexual abuse," she added.

*A radically liberal women’s rights activist and pro-women priests lay “theologian”
Archdiocese probes priest’s alleged sexual abuse

http://mattersindia.com/2016/01/archdiocese-probes-priests-alleged-sexual-abuse/ 
Mumbai, January 9, 2016
Bombay archdiocese has launched a probe into the alleged sexual abuse of a teenage boy by one of its priests.
“The charges are grave and we have taken the allegations seriously,” said archdiocesan spokesperson Fr Nigel Barrett on Friday.

The Shivaji Nagar police arrested Fr Lawrence Johnson on Nov 27 for allegedly abusing a 13-year-old boy at a church. The 51-year-old priest is now in judicial custody. The police have charged him with unnatural sex and several sections of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act.

The archdiocese has set up a three-member committee to look into the case.

This is the first case to come to light after the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI) set a Vatican approved protocol to deal with child sexual abuse by the clergy, reports mumbaimirror.com.

The committee will submit a report to Cardinal Oswald Gracias, archbishop of Bombay, after investigation. The archdiocese will then forward the report to Rome which then may order another probe before the final decision. The accused could be suspended or defrocked.

“The cardinal set up the investigation committee even before the priest was taken into custody,” said Fr Barrett and clarified the Church probe will only rule on the priest’s fitness as a spiritual leader and would not interfere with the criminal proceedings. During his 15 years of priesthood, the priest has served four churches in Mumbai, the commercial capital of India.

Senior Police Inspector Balasaheb Jadhav said that the medical examination of the boy has confirmed injury due to sexual assault. “The case is still under investigation. The statement of the boy will be recorded before the magistrate next week. We have sent samples to the Forensic Science Laboratory and are awaiting conclusive reports.”

Dolphy D’Souza, former president of Bombay Catholic Sabha, welcomed the probe and said it was in line with the Pope Francis’ call for zero tolerance toward sex abuse by priests. He however added that the archdiocese must handle the case sensitively so that it can become an example for others.

Anil Joseph, another Catholic lay leader, noted sexual crimes and pedophilia were committed by clergy of all religions, but were often ignored. The Catholic community “will not allow this to continue,” he asserted.

The news portal has not included the accused priest’s version.

Mumbai Catholics demand action against tainted priest 

http://mattersindia.com/2016/06/mumbai-catholics-demand-action-against-tainted-priest/
Mumbai, June 6, 2016

A new papal decree to deal with clergy abuse has emboldened a section of Catholics in Bombay archdiocese to demand action against a priest arrested for sexually abusing a teenage boy.

“Cardinal Oswald Gracias who is archbishop of Bombay has to act fast and push for this,” says Cletus Gomes from Bandra, a major Catholic center in the western Indian metropolis of Mumbai.
Gomes, 76, wants to know why the cardinal should wait to disrobe a priest “if there is a First Information Report (FIR) filed against (him) for such misdeed.”

Fr. Lawrence Johnson, who is facing an FIR, has spent the past six months behind bars, reports mumbaimirror.com 
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Gomes and other Catholics want the cardinal to take stringent action against the 51-year-old priest, especially after Pope Francis approved measures to sack bishops who mishandle child sexual abuse cases.

Vatican announced on Saturday that bishops who are “negligent” in dealing with priests committing abuse will be removed under the new legal procedures.

A. M. Sodder, another Catholic layman from Mahim, says the accused priest should have been disrobed by now. The “Vatican is like an appellate authority, but action has to be taken by the archbishop. By now, (Cardinal Gracias) should have taken a decision,” he asserts.

Father Nigel Barrett, spokesperson of Bombay archdiocese, says the case has gone to the Vatican now. “I do not know the timeline to respond by the Vatican,” he added.

The spokesperson also said action cannot be taken against Fr Johnson as long as he is in prison. “This is because he cannot be interviewed. There is always the presumption of innocence till proven guilty.”

The Shivaji Nagar police arrested Fr Johnson on November 27, 2015, on the charge of sexually abusing a 13-year-old boy at a church and booked him under Section 377 (unnatural sex) of the Indian Penal Code and various sections of the stringent Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act. 

Soon after his arrest, the archdiocese set up a three-member panel to probe the allegations, following which a report was submitted. 

Mirror had reported that the victim was undergoing counseling. “He goes to school but refuses to go back to the church. We have started going to the church but that place reminds us of the trauma our child has undergone,” said the child’s mother on Sunday, adding that she hopes that the archdiocese sets the right precedent.

The papal decree comes in response to long-running demands by abuse victims and their supporters to hold bishops accountable if they fail to protect their flocks from pedophiles.

Existing laws relating to abuse cases would be tightened, the Pope said.

He acknowledged that canon law already allows for a bishop to be removed for negligence but says he wants a more precise definition of the “grave reasons” that could lead to dismissal.

Vatican spokesman Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi was quoted by the AFP news agency as saying that the pontiff had also established a group of lawyers to help him make decisions that could result in the dismissal of a bishop.

His motu proprio (on his own impulse) decree emphasizes that the Church “loves all its sons, but cares for and protects with special attention those who are weakest and defenseless.”

This explains the requirement for priests, especially bishops, to display “particular diligence” in this area, the Pope said.

Although Pope Francis has now led the Catholic Church for more than three years and has promised speedy action on clerical sex abuse scandals and cover-ups, disciplinary action against senior churchmen judged negligent in dealing with these scandals has been sporadic and slow.

The new Papal document comes just two weeks after a top French cardinal came under fire for allegedly covering up a serious case of clerical sexual abuse.
Apart from calling for special diligence by bishops in carrying out their duty to protect children and vulnerable adults from priests who are known molesters, the new document does not imply any greater overall accountability on the part of senior church officials charged with investigating crimes committed by clergy.

Some bishops have covered up abuse by transferring perpetrators from parish to parish rather than reporting them to police.

Pope Francis set up a Vatican commission to establish best practice in relation to abuse cases and expose wrongdoing in parishes in 2014. The pontiff tweeted on Saturday: “Let us hear the cry of the victims and those suffering, no family without a home, no child without a childhood.”
The Catholic Church has for much of the last 15 years been forced on the defensive by scandals involving priests who are alleged to have abused children and then been transferred rather than handed over to the authorities.

Papal diktat fuels clamour to strip tainted priest of his post
http://epaperbeta.timesofindia.com/Article.aspx?eid=31821&articlexml=Papal-diktat-fuels-clamour-to-strip-tainted-priest-06062016010016
By Jyoti Shelar, Mumbai, June 6, 2016
The simmering anger among city's Catholic community triggered by the arrest of a priest from Govandi on the charge of sexually assaulting a teenaged boy has begun to intensify following an announcement that Pope Francis has approved measures to sack bishops for mishandling child sexual abuse cases.
While Lawrence Johnson, 51, is facing an FIR and behind bars for the past six months, community members are questioning why the churchman is still not disrobed.

“Cardinal Oswald Gracias who is archbishop of Bombay has to act fast and push for this. If there is a First Information Report (FIR) filed against a priest for such misdeed, why should they wait for anything to rusticate of disrobe him,” said a 76-year-old Cletus Gomes from Bandra. Another parishioner from Mahim, A M Sodder, said that Vatican is like an appellate authority, but action has to be taken by the archbishop. “By now, he should have taken a decision.”

Bishops who are “negligent” in dealing with priests committing abuse will be removed under the new legal procedures, Vatican announced on Saturday.

The Shivaji Nagar police arrested Johnson on November 27, 2015 on the charge of sexually abusing a13-year-old boy at a church and booked him under Section 377 (unnatural sex) of the Indian Penal Code and various sections of the stringent Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act. Soon after his arrest, the archdiocese had set up a three-member panel to probe the allegations, following which a report was submitted. “The case has gone to the Vatican now. I do not know the timeline to respond by the Vatican,” said spokesperson of the Archdiocese, Father Nigel Barrett.

The spokesperson said action cannot be taken against Johnson as long as he is in prison. “This is because he cannot be interviewed. There is always the presumption of innocence till proven guilty.”

Mirror had reported that the victim was undergoing counselling. “He goes to school but refuses to go back to the church. We have started going to the church but that place reminds us of the trauma our child has undergone,” said the child's mother on Sunday, adding that she hopes that the archdiocese sets the right precedent.

Mumbai Cops frame chargesheet against Fr Lawrence Johnson for sodomy
https://www.daijiworld.com/news/newsDisplay.aspx?newsID=440813
Mumbai, March 2, 2017
[Same as below]

Mumbai cops frame charges against Catholic priest for sodomy
http://www.ucanindia.in/news/mumbai-cops-frame-charges-against-catholic-priest-for-sodomy/34226/daily
Kochi, March 2, 2017

Last year, the special POCSO court rejected the priest's bail plea.
Two years after his arrest, charges have been framed against Fr Lawrence Johnson (52) for allegedly abusing a teenage boy from his parish in Shivaji Nagar. 
The court framed the charges under section 377 (unnatural sexual offences) of the Indian Penal Code and sections under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act. The case will come up for hearing on March 10.
The prosecution said that on November 27, 2015, the victim visited the church with his brother. After prayers, the accused called the boy inside to keep a box, closed the door from inside and sexually assaulted him, it said.
The prosecution said in a statement to the magistrate that the child said a similar incident took place in August 2015. 
It said the boy was examined on December 1, 2015 and medical evidence showed injuries to his private parts. The case is registered with the Shivaji Nagar police station.
Last year, the special POCSO court rejected the priest's bail plea. The defence said the priest was dedicated to the church for 15 years. It said he used to allow concessions for students in school fees and this was afforded to the victim and his siblings for some years; subsequently a false case was made up as it was refused.
The Archdiocese of Bombay had appointed a three-member committee to conduct an internal investigation. Fr Nigel Barrett, spokesman for the archdiocese, said, "The inquiry report has been submitted to the Vatican, which will decide if there is merit in the allegations. I am not privy to the outcome of the inquiry." 
The priest is receiving legal aid from the Conference of the Diocesan Priests of the archdiocese as part of his "right to defence".
The case will be a litmus test for the Catholic Church on handling such sensitive matters. Punishment could range from censure to suspension or dismissal from priesthood. For now, it seems disrobing Fr Lawrence Johnson, divesting him of priesthood, could take years, if it happens. Fr Nigel said, "The common practice in such cases that we await the court verdict before taking a decision. We do not want to be seen as influencing the legal process."

Meanwhile, Fr John Almeida, who has taken charge of the troubled parish, said the boy's family had left the locality. "We are trying to win back the community's confidence. The parish is split over the incident and we are careful not to take sides," he said.

Cardinal Gracias admits failure in handling sexual abuse allegations
http://mattersindia.com/2019/02/cardinal-gracias-admits-failure-in-handling-sexual-abuse-allegations/
Vatican City, February 21, 2019

One of the Catholic Church’s most senior cardinals has admitted that he could have better handled sexual abuse allegations that were brought to him.
Oswald Gracias, the Archbishop of Mumbai is one of four men organising a major Vatican conference on child abuse this week.

Investigation by British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) found two separate cases where the cardinal,  is claimed to have failed to respond quickly or offer support to the victims.

Victims and those who supported them allege that Cardinal Gracias did not take allegations of abuse seriously when they were reported to him.

India’s Catholics say there is a culture of fear and silence in the Catholic Church about sexual abuse by priests. Those who have dared to speak out say it has been an ordeal.

The first case dates back to 2015 in Mumbai.

A woman’s life changed when her son returned from Mass at the church and told her that the parish priest had raped him.

“I could not understand what should I do?” she said. She did not know this yet, but this event would put her on a collision course with the Catholic Church in India.

The man she reached out to for help was and remains one of the most senior representatives of the Church.

It was nearly 72 hours after the alleged rape that the family briefly met Cardinal Gracias, then president of the Catholic Bishop’s Conference of India and Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conferences.

The issue of sexual abuse within the Church is being called the Vatican’s biggest crisis in modern times, and the integrity of the Catholic Church is said to ride on the outcome of this conference.

Over the past year, the Catholic Church has been reeling under multiple allegations of sexual abuse around the world.

But while abuse claims have made headlines in North and South America, Europe and Australia, very little is known about the problems in Asian countries. In countries such as India there is a social stigma about reporting abuse.

Among Christians, who are a minority of nearly 28 million people, a culture of fear and silence makes it impossible to gauge the true scale of the problem.

Cardinal Blase Cupich of Chicago – a colleague of Cardinal Gracias on the four-member organising committee – has promised that decisive action in Rome and in dioceses worldwide will follow after the meeting so as to safeguard children and bring justice to the victims.

Cardinal Gracias will open the second day of the summit with a conversation about accountability in the Church

This vital role given to him during this crucial conference has made some in India unhappy.

They say his track record in protecting children and women from abusers is questionable. Those we have spoken to who have taken cases to him say they received little support from him.

The mother of the abused boy said: “I told the cardinal about what the priest had done to my child, that my child was in a lot of pain. So he prayed for us and told us he had to go to Rome…my heart was hurt in that moment.

“As a mother, I had gone to him with great expectations that he would think about my son, give me justice, but he said he had no time, he only cared about going to Rome.”

The family say they requested medical help but were offered none.

The cardinal told us it pained him to hear this, and that he was not aware that the boy needed medical help – and if he had been asked, he would have immediately offered it.

The cardinal admits he left for Rome that night without alerting the authorities.

By failing to call the police, Cardinal Gracias may have violated India’s Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (POCSO).

The provisions of this law state that if the head of any company or institution fails to report the commission of an offence in respect of a subordinate under his control, they shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year, and with a fine.

The cardinal told the BBC he had telephoned his bishop the next day, who told him the family had subsequently informed the police themselves.

Asked if he regretted not calling the police personally at the time, he said: “You know I’m being honest, I’m not 100% sure… but I must reflect on that. I admit whether immediately, the police should have got involved, sure.”

He says he was under a duty to evaluate the credibility of accusations by speaking to the accused man.

Emerging from that meeting, the family decided to go to a doctor.

“He took one look at my boy and said that something has happened to him. This is a police case. Either you report it or I will… so we went to the police that night,” the mother said.

A police medical examination found that the child had been sexually assaulted.

A current priest who spoke to us on the condition of anonymity said this was not the first time allegations about this priest had been brought to the cardinal’s attention.

“I met him some years before this [alleged] incident,” the priest told BBC reporter.

“There were strong rumours about [the accused priest] in the diocese, and like these are about abuse that is taking place. And yet he seems to be moving from one place to another, one parish to another. The cardinal told me directly that he is not aware directly of all these things.”

The cardinal says he cannot recall the conversation. He says he did not recollect any “cloud of suspicion” over the man.

‘A lonely battle’

The BBC investigation also checked if there were other allegations of the cardinal being slow to act.

They found an instance dating back almost a decade, brought to his attention just a couple of years after becoming archbishop of Mumbai.

In March 2009, a woman approached him with accusations of sexual abuse by another priest who conducted retreats.
She says that he took no action against the priest so she reached out to a group of female Catholic activists, who say they forced the cardinal to act.

Under pressure, he finally set up an enquiry committee in December 2011. Six months after the enquiry, there was still no action and the accused priest continued working in his parish.

“We had to send the cardinal three legal notices to act, threaten to take the matter to the courts if he did not act,” said Virginia Saldanha, a devout Catholic who has worked on the women’s desk of multiple Church-affiliated positions for over two decades.

When the cardinal replied, he said: “The priest is not listening to me.”

During the time, Saldanha said she had to leave the church because “I could not bear to see that man giving Mass in the church. I did not feel like going there.”

The priest was eventually removed from his parish, but the reasons for his departure were never made public.

The punishment, decided by the cardinal personally in October 2011, was a “guided retreat and therapeutic counselling”.

When asked about the speed of process and punishment, the cardinal said it was a “complicated case”.

After a stay in the seminary, the accused priest was briefly given a parish again and still conducts retreats.

Meanwhile, the family of the allegedly raped minor feel abandoned by the institution that they had built their lives around.

“It has been a lonely battle,” the mother concedes. They say they have been ostracised from the church and isolated within their communities.

“After complaining to the police, when we would go into church, people would refuse to talk to us, to sit next to us during Mass. If I went to sit next to someone… they would get up and leave,” she said.

The hostility she encountered eventually “made us leave the church. But it got so difficult for us that we eventually had to change our home as well. We left it all behind”.

Church members say that it is this hostility that makes it harder for victims and their families to speak up.

Caught between an apparently unsupportive clergy and hostile social network, many find their voices faltering.

(This report was published by BBC on Feb 21, 2019)
A reader’s comment:

A priest has committed a very serious criminal act. Victim's mother could have easily reported to police and put this priest in jail but she reported to Archbishop so as to avoid bad name for the family and the church.
Why didn't the Archbishop assign a bishop to handle the case? If this priest is still roaming and hunting for more young boys, why is he not suspended yet? If the Archbishop is senile, he should step down or allow the police to handle it: This will put a finger on the steam of other corrupt priests! –Anthony D’Souza
Bombay archdiocese counters BBC claims on cardinal’s response to abuse
http://mattersindia.com/2019/02/bombay-archdiocese-counters-bbc-claims-on-cardinals-response-to-abuse/ 

By Nirmala Carvalho, Mumbai, February 23, 2019  

The Archdiocese of Bombay says a BBC report on Cardinal Oswald Gracias about clerical sexual abuse did not give the full story on his response to an allegation against a priest of the archdiocese.
In a Feb. 21 report, the BBC said the cardinal failed to “respond quickly or offer support to the victims” when informed about abuse.

Cardinal Gracias is the president of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India and a part of the four-member organizing committee for this week’s Vatican summit on clerical sexual abuse.

In the case of Father Lawrence Johnson, who was arrested in 2016 for allegations of the sexual abuse of a child, the BBC said the family of a boy abused by the priest met briefly with Gracias in 2015, shortly before the cardinal was scheduled to leave for Rome.

“I told the cardinal about what the priest had done to my child, that my child was in a lot of pain. So he prayed for us and told us he had to go to Rome… my heart was hurt in that moment,” the boy’s mother told the BBC. “As a mother, I had gone to him with great expectations that he would think about my son, give me justice, but he said he had no time, he only cared about going to Rome,” she said.
The BBC claimed Gracias may have violated India’s Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 (POCSO) by not reporting the allegation to police.

A statement from the archdiocese said that the cardinal had immediately granted the request to meet with the family after hearing of the accusation, met the victim, the parents of the victim and the family friend, who alleged that Johnson had sexually abused the child.

“The cardinal tried to console the parents. The cardinal was to leave for Rome that same night. After the complainants left, the cardinal at once phoned up Father Johnson and informed him of the allegations made against him, and although Father Johnson denied the allegations, the cardinal removed him from office immediately and told him that he was not even allowed to celebrate Mass the next morning. Father Johnson wanted to meet the cardinal personally, but the cardinal told him that he was leaving for Rome in a couple of hours and to meet Bishop John Rodrigues instead,” the statement said.

Rodrigues is an auxiliary bishop in the Archdiocese of Bombay.

The archdiocese said that Gracias immediately phoned his auxiliary and asked him to keep in touch with the family and to start an inquiry while Gracias was in Rome. Upon arrival in Rome, the cardinal called Rodrigues about contacting the police.

“At that time, Bishop John told the cardinal that the police had already been informed by the family the previous night. On his return from Rome, the cardinal made an appointment with a counselor to counsel the victim, but he was told by Bishop John Rodrigues that the family had said that the government authorities were making arrangements for a counselor,” the archdiocesan statement said.

Bishop Rodrigues told Crux that he asked Father Lancy Pinto, the dean of Kurla deanery, “to look after the survivor.”

The archdiocese noted that it had previously established a Corpus Fund to help needy parishioners needing medical assistance, and that Pinto had spoken to a friend of the family informing them the archdiocese was ready to support them as needed. Pinto also visited the victim’s home and met the father of the victim, and asked him what the archdiocese could to do to help – the victim’s father said “there was no need,” according to the statement.

“Father Lancy also told the father, at that time, that in case the boy needed any medical help or counselling, he could get in touch with him (Father Lancy). The victim’s father thanked Father Lancy and told him that, at present, they did not need any help,” the statement said.

Speaking to Crux, the priest added he made the visit even though he had been cautioned that it could be misconstrued as “an attempt to silence or cover up.”

“I offered financial assistance for their legal expenses, informing them that the Archdiocese of Bombay would provide help, but they declined saying that they were receiving help,” Pinto said.

The archdiocesan statement added that many other attempts were made to reach out to the victim but the family declined any help, and that Cardinal Gracias “tried on many occasions to reach out to the family and the victim, but they refused to meet the cardinal.”

“The cardinal understands their pain and is ready to give all assistance,” the statement said.
Sexual abuse case: action sought against Archbishop
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/sexual-abuse-case-action-sought-against-archbishop/article26345205.ece
By Jyoti Shelar, February 23, 2019

Victim’s father submits petition in court

The father of a minor boy, who was allegedly sexually assaulted by a priest in Govandi, submitted an application in court on Thursday seeking action against Cardinal Oswald Gracias, the Archbishop of Bombay.

The boy’s father said, “The Cardinal neither took any action nor did he report the matter to the police as required under Section 19 of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences [POCSO] Act.” The Shivaji Nagar police arrested Fr. Lawrence Johnson in 2015 after the 13-year-old boy accused him of sexual assault. The priest was charged under Section 377 of the India Penal Code and relevant sections of the POCSO Act.

Charmaine Bocaro, the victim’s lawyer, said, “So far, three witnesses have been examined in the case. The new application has been accepted by the court and will be heard on March 8.”

Fr. Nigel Barrett, the spokesperson of the Archdiocese of Bombay, said, “We will study their application and respond to it in the appropriate legal forum.”

The Cardinal is away in Rome attending the summit on ‘Protection of minors and vulnerable adults’ convened by the Pope. However, members of the Catholic community are upset with his response to such cases back home.

The Cardinal has been in a spot following the Jalandhar case in which a nun from Kerala has accused a bishop of rape. She had also sent numerous letters to the Church authorities, including the Pope, seeking justice. Many community members and activists have appealed to the Cardinal, who is also the president of the Catholic Bishops Conference of India, to reach out to the victims of sexual abuse in India and acknowledge the truth.

In a letter sent to him last month, activists demanded that he reach out to the nun from Jalandhar and hear her out. The letter read, “The Church should hold out a hand to all those who are hurting and struggling under the weight of the silence and evasion of action that surrounds clergy sexual abuse.”
Mumbai: Victim's kin says Cardinal 'suppressed' sex abuse case
https://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-mumbai-victim-s-kin-says-cardinal-suppressed-sex-abuse-case-2723007
February 23, 2019
On the second day of an extraordinary summit at the Vatican on tackling child sex abuse by the clergy, Cardinal Oswald Gracias, the Archbishop of Bombay, told some 200 priests from around the world that “refusal by some bishops... to admit clerical paedophilia was an issue was unacceptable”. 
Back home in Mumbai, a parishioner of his has moved court seeking that the Cardinal be accused in a 2015 case in which his son was allegedly sexually abused by a priest, Father Lawrence Johnson. The family claims the Cardinal failed to inform the police despite having been told about the crime three days after it took place. 

“We have moved an application seeking charges against Cardinal Gracias under section 21 of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO), which makes failure to inform the police a punishable offence,” said Charmaine Boccaro, the lawyer representing the family. 

“We want the Cardinal to go to jail,” said the victim's mother. “He should've acted against the priest when we told him about the incident that took place on November 27, 2015. We first complained to a senior church official in Dadar, but to no avail. We kept asking for the Cardinal's time but got a brief appointment only on November 30.” 
“We want him to be arrested because, in a way, he suppressed the matter. He did not tell the police. And instead of dealing with the situation, he went to Rome,” the victim's mother said.

“A day after the incident, we took our boy to a private doctor who refused to touch him, saying it was a police case,” the mother said. 

On Friday, the Cardinal, in Vatican City for the landmark summit called by Pope Francis which started Thursday, responded to fresh news reports on the 2015 abuse case. According to the reply, the Cardinal had met with the family on November 30 and the same day, a bishop was asked to look into the matter while the accused priest, Fr Johnson, was asked not to attend the morning mass.
It further stated that the Church tried to offer help but the family declined it. “On many occasions, the Church tried to reach out to the family and the victim, but they refused to meet the Cardinal,” it stated. 

This did not cut ice with a community in the throes of the biggest crisis facing the modern Church. “Why should we take his help now? He should have helped when we approached him,” said the mother. 

Melwyn Fernandes, secretary of the Association of Concerned Catholics, a city-based group that raises parishioners' concerns, said many community members want the Cardinal to resign over his inaction. 
The Cardinal did not respond to calls for his removal or for charges to be pressed against him. His spokesperson, Nigel Barrett, said, “We have not heard of any such application. If one is filed, then we will deal with it in the appropriate legal forum.”

Church Scandal
Kin allege Cardinal Gracias didn’t tell police about a Nov 2015 case when a priest, Fr Lawrence Johnson, allegedly abused a boy; Johnson is booked under POCSO and IPC sec 377. He is in jail; next hearing in the case is on March 6

Mumbai cardinal archbishop should ‘go to jail’ for his inaction on sex abuse – DNA

https://bharatabharati.wordpress.com/2019/02/24/mumbai-cardinal-archbishop-should-go-to-jail-for-his-inaction-on-sex-abuse-dna/
February 24, 2019
On the second day of an extraordinary summit at the Vatican on tackling child sex abuse by the clergy, Cardinal Oswald Gracias, the Archbishop of Bombay, told some 200 priests from around the world that “refusal by some bishops … to admit clerical paedophilia was an issue was unacceptable”.
Back home in Mumbai, a parishioner of his has moved court seeking that the Cardinal be accused in a 2015 case in which his son was allegedly sexually abused by a priest, Father Lawrence Johnson. The family claims the Cardinal failed to inform the police despite having been told about the crime three days after it took place.

“We have moved an application seeking charges against Cardinal Gracias under section 21 of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO), which makes failure to inform the police a punishable offence,” said Charmaine Boccaro, the lawyer representing the family.

“We want the Cardinal to go to jail,” said the victim’s mother. “He should’ve acted against the priest when we told him about the incident that took place on November 27, 2015. We first complained to a senior church official in Dadar, but to no avail. We kept asking for the Cardinal’s time but got a brief appointment only on November 30.”

“We want him to be arrested because, in a way, he suppressed the matter. He did not tell the police. And instead of dealing with the situation, he went to Rome,” the victim’s mother said.

“A day after the incident, we took our boy to a private doctor who refused to touch him, saying it was a police case,” the mother said.

On Friday, the Cardinal, in Vatican City for the landmark summit called by Pope Francis which started Thursday, responded to fresh news reports on the 2015 abuse case. According to the reply, the Cardinal had met with the family on November 30 and the same day, a bishop was asked to look into the matter while the accused priest, Fr Johnson, was asked not to attend the morning mass.

It further stated that the Church tried to offer help but the family declined it. “On many occasions, the Church tried to reach out to the family and the victim, but they refused to meet the Cardinal,” it stated.

This did not cut ice with a community in the throes of the biggest crisis facing the modern Church. “Why should we take his help now? He should have helped when we approached him,” said the mother.
Melwyn Fernandes, secretary of the Association of Concerned Catholics, a city-based group that raises parishioners’ concerns, said many community members want the Cardinal to resign over his inaction.

The Cardinal did not respond to calls for his removal or for charges to be pressed against him. His spokesperson, Nigel Barrett, said, “We have not heard of any such application. If one is filed, then we will deal with it in the appropriate legal forum.”
Church Scandal
Kin allege Cardinal Gracias didn’t tell police about a Nov 2015 case when a priest, Fr Lawrence Johnson, allegedly abused a boy; Johnson is booked under POCSO and IPC sec 377. He is in jail; next hearing in the case is on March 6. – DNA, 23 February 2019

Mumbai archbishop in dock for ‘inaction’ in sodomy case 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/-mumbai-archbishop-in-dock-for-inaction-in-sodomy-case/articleshow/69418779.cms
By Rebecca Samervel, Mumbai, May 21, 2019

A special Pocso court directed police to investigate accusations that the archbishop of Mumbai and two bishops neither acted against a priest accused of sexually abusing a minor nor informed police despite complaints by the survivor’s father. 

The accused priest, Fr Lawrence Johnson (52), is on trial for allegedly abusing a teenage boy from his parish in 2015. The minor’s father had lodged an FIR in December 2015 after which Johnson was arrested. 
Earlier this year the minor’s father had moved the Pocso court, seeking action against the trio. Several witnesses, including the survivor, have depose in the case against the priest. 

Responding to the survivor’s father’s plea, the special court said, “Investigation is required to find out when and where the applicant (father), his wife and victim met whom and gave what information, and whether the said persons Cardinal Oswald Gracias, Zonal Bishop Dominic Savio and Bishop John Rodrigues, have conducted any inquiry and despite having received knowledge did not give information to the police as required under section 19 of Pocso Act.” 
The court stated that no purpose would be served unless police record statements of witnesses and collect material, including CCTV footage with respect to when the survivor’s f father and other witnesses met the trio, and what were the steps taken by them. 
While section 19 of Pocso Act deals with reporting of sexual offences, section 21 (2) prescribes a maximum sentence of on one-year’s imprisonment if a person in charge of an institution fails to report an offence by a subordinate under his control

The court clarified that the offence under section 21 is a a distinct offence and can be tried separately. 

It pointed out that neither the father nor any other witnesses had earlier disclosed any facts regarding not reporting of the he offence by the three persons. 

“There was no investigation carried out by police in that regard, as is revealed from the reply of the investigating officer, “the court said. The court said under the circumstances, police need “to be given an opportunity to investigate the matter”. 
The minor’s father had said in his plea that Johnson was appointed and under the control of the trio. He also said that after he got to know of the incident in November 2015, he informed the cardinal and bishops about the crime. The minor’s father said that an inquiry was conducted by Rodrigues, but he was not given a copy of its report. 

“Despite having knowledge of the fact, they concealed the fact and did not inform or take any action against the accused and thus committed an offence under section 21 (2) of POCSO Act,” he alleged. 

Fr Nigel Barrett, spokesperson for the Archdiocese of Bombay said he would comment only after going through the order. 

Trouble for archbishop of Mumbai after victim's father approaches POCSO court
https://www.timesnownews.com/mirror-now/in-focus/article/trouble-for-archbishop-of-mumbai-after-victims-father-approaches-pocso-court/422756
Mumbai, May 21, 2019

In a major decision, a POCSO court has directed Mumbai police to probe whether archbishop of Mumbai attempted to save a priest, accused of sexual harassment.

The archbishop of Mumbai and two other bishops have been accused of not acting against the priest despite repeated complaints by the victim's father. There are also allegations that senior priests did not report the alleged sexual harassment incident to police.
According to a report in Times of India, the accused priest, Father Lawrence Johnson, who allegedly molested a boy in 2015, is currently facing trial. The priest was arrested in December 2015 when the minor boy's father filed an FIR against Johnson. Many witnesses, including the victim, have already deposed in the case against the priest.

Seeking action against three senior priests, the victim's father approached POCSO court earlier this year. Several witnesses, including the survivor, have deposed in the case against the priest.

“Investigation is required to find out when and where the applicant, his wife and victim met whom and gave what information, and whether the said persons, Cardinal Oswald Gracias, Zonal Bishop Dominic Savio and Bishop John Rodrigues, have conducted any inquiry and despite having received knowledge did not give information to the police as required under section 19 of Pocso Act," the report quoted special court's order delivered on victim's father plea.
The court also observed that no purpose would be served unless police record statements of victim, witnesses and gather information about meeting of victim's father with the three priests and what action they took when the accused were made aware about the incident.

If found guilty, the accused may face a maximum sentence of one year under section 21 (2) of the POCSO Act for failing to report an offence by a subordinate.

Indian court to check if Mumbai prelates failed to take action on abuse
https://www.ncronline.org/news/quick-reads/indian-court-check-if-mumbai-prelates-failed-take-action-abuse
May 22, 2019

A court in western India has initiated an investigation into whether Cardinal Oswald Gracias of Mumbai and two of his auxiliary bishops failed to take action over the alleged sexual abuse of a minor.
There has been a claim that the trio did not implement disciplinary measures or report the crime to police, reported ucanews.com.

On May 21, a special court dealing with such cases asked police to investigate the role of the cardinal and his auxiliaries, Bishops Dominic Savio Fernandes and John Rodrigues.

"We welcome the police probe," said Fr. Nigel Barrett, archdiocesan spokesperson. "We have nothing to hide."

He said church authorities had been intending to report the matter to police but the victim's parents did so first.

After a complaint from the victim's parents, police arrested Fr. Lawrence Johnson, 55, Dec. 2, 2015, and charged him with engaging in "sexual activities against the order of nature" with a 13-year-old boy. Police also charged him with violating several sections of the country's Protection of Children from Sexual Offenses Act.
The priest remains in custody while the cases against him are heard.

The incident occurred Nov. 27, 2015; medical examination of the boy four days later confirmed injuries to his private parts, court records show.

The child's father alleged that church authorities, despite having knowledge of the crime, concealed it and did not act against the accused.

A section of the POCSO Act provides for a maximum jail term of one year for any person in charge of an institution who fails to report to police an alleged sexual offense by a subordinate against a minor.

The archdiocesan spokesperson, in a detailed note, said the cardinal removed the priest from office Nov. 30, 2015, as soon as he came to know about the complaint, and initiated a church investigation.

"The cardinal tried to console the parents," Barrett said.

The cardinal was to leave for Rome that same night, so he asked Rodrigues to deal with the matter. Barrett said the cardinal called his auxiliary from Rome as soon as he landed to inquire about informing the police.

At that time, Rodrigues told the cardinal that the police had been informed by the family the previous night, Barrett stated.

A senior priest of the archdiocese along with an animator from the parish met the father of the boy at their home in a bid to ascertain how they could be of help to him or the child, but were purportedly told there was no need.

Church people also offered medical help and counseling, but the victim's father was said to have thanked them and declined the offer.

"Many other attempts were made to reach out to the victim, but the family declined any help," Barrett said.

He told ucanews.com that archdiocesan lawyers are studying how "suddenly a new angle is given to the already 4-year-old-case."

According to the lawyers, there has been no direct court order against the cardinal or the other bishops, only a direction to the police to look into the father's allegations.

Indian cardinal to be investigated over abuse cover-up claim
https://www.ucanews.com/news/indian-cardinal-to-be-investigated-over-abuse-cover-up-claim/85249
May 22, 2019
A court in western India has initiated an investigation into whether Cardinal Oswald Gracias of Bombay and two of his auxiliary bishops failed to take action over the alleged sexual abuse of a minor.
There has been a claim that the trio did not implement disciplinary measures or report the crime to police.
A special court dealing with such cases May 21 asked police to probe the role of the cardinal and his auxiliaries, Bishop Dominic Savio and Bishop John Rodrigues.
"We welcome the police probe," said archdiocesan spokesperson Father Nigel Barrett. "We have nothing to hide."
He said church authorities had been intending to report the matter to police but the victim's parents did so first.
Archdiocesan Father Lawrence Johnson, 55, was arrested Dec. 2, 2015, and charged with having engaged in "sexual activities against the order of nature" with a boy aged 13.
Police also charged him with violating several sections of country's Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.
The priest remains in custody while the cases against him are heard.
Police arrested Father Johnson based on the complaint of the child's parents.
Police say that after prayers on Nov. 27, 2015, the priest enticed the boy into a room then closed the door before sexually abusing him.
Medical examination of the boy four days later confirmed injuries to his private parts, court records show.
The child's father alleged that church authorities, despite having knowledge of the crime, concealed it and did not act against the accused.
A section of the POCSO Act provides for a maximum jail term of one year for any person in charge of an institution who fails to report to police an alleged sexual offense by a subordinate against a minor.
The archdiocesan spokesperson, in a detailed note, said the cardinal removed the priest from office on Nov. 30, 2015, as soon as he came to know about the complaint and initiated a church investigation.
“The cardinal tried to console the parents,” Father Barrett said.
The cardinal was to leave for Rome that same night, so he asked auxiliary Bishop Rodrigues to deal with the matter.
The cardinal had called his auxiliary from Rome as soon as he landed to inquire about informing the police.
At that time, Bishop Rodrigues told the cardinal that the police had been informed by the family the previous night, Father Barrett stated.
A senior priest of the archdiocese along with an animator from the parish met the father of the boy at their home in a bid to ascertain how they could be of help to him or the child, but were purportedly told there was no need.
Church people also offered medical help and counseling, but the victim's father was said to have thanked them and declined the offer.
"Many other attempts were made to reach out to the victim, but the family declined any help," Father Barrett said.
He told ucanews.com that archdiocesan lawyers are studying how "suddenly a new angle is given to the already 4-year-old-case."
According to the lawyers, there has been no direct court order against the cardinal or the other bishops, only a direction to the police to look into the father’s allegations.

Court orders probe into cardinal alleged cover-up
http://mattersindia.com/2019/05/court-orders-probe-into-cardinal-alleged-cover-up/
By Nirmala Carvalho, Mumbai, May 22, 2019

Mumbai police have been ordered to investigate accusations that Cardinal Oswald Gracias and two auxiliary bishops covered up an accusation of clerical sexual abuse in 2015.
The order came from a Special POCSO Court, which was established by the 2012 Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.

Father Lawrence Johnson was arrested in 2016 on allegations of the sexual abuse of a child, but the family of a boy abused by the priest met briefly with Gracias on November 30, 2015, shortly before the cardinal was scheduled to leave for Rome.

The victim’s father told the court that Bishop John Rodrigues conducted an internal inquiry into the allegation but refused to share the details with the parents and didn’t report the allegation to the police.

According to the 2012 law, all allegations of sexual abuse should be reported to the police.

“Investigation is required to find out when and where the applicant, his wife and the victim met and with whom and gave what information and whether the said persons, have conducted any inquiry and desire having knowledge did not give information to the police as required Under Section Sectionv19 of POCSO Act,” the court document said.

Another auxiliary bishop, Savio Dominic Fernandes, is named in the complaint, even though he was outside the city at the time.

Cardinal Gracias serves as the president of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India and was part of the organizing committee for the Vatican’s anti-abuse summit in February.

In its statement, the Special POSO Court pointed out that neither the father nor any other witnesses had earlier disclosed any facts regarding the lack of reporting the offence by the three prelates.

“There was no investigation carried out by police in that regard, as is revealed from the reply of the investigating officer,” the court said.

The law prescribes a maximum sentence of one-year’s imprisonment, if a person in charge of an institution fails to report an offence by a subordinate under his or her control.

The Archdiocese of Bombay issued a statement about the case in February, after it was reported by the BBC in the lead-up to the Vatican summit.

The statement from the archdiocese said that the cardinal had immediately granted the request to meet with the family after hearing of the accusation, met the victim, the parents of the victim and the family friend, who alleged that Johnson had sexually abused the child.

“The cardinal tried to console the parents. The cardinal was to leave for Rome that same night. After the complainants left, the cardinal at once phoned up Father Johnson and informed him of the allegations made against him, and although Father Johnson denied the allegations, the cardinal removed him from office immediately and told him that he was not even allowed to celebrate Mass the next morning. Father Johnson wanted to meet the cardinal personally, but the cardinal told him that he was leaving for Rome in a couple of hours and to meet Bishop John Rodrigues instead,” the statement said.
The archdiocese said that Gracias immediately phoned his auxiliary and asked him to keep in touch with the family and to start an inquiry while Gracias was in Rome. Upon arrival in Rome, the cardinal called Rodrigues about contacting the police.

“At that time, Bishop John told the cardinal that the police had already been informed by the family the previous night. On his return from Rome, the cardinal made an appointment with a counsellor to counsel the victim, but he was told by Bishop John Rodrigues that the family had said that the government authorities were making arrangements for a counsellor,” the archdiocesan statement said.

Records show the family went to the police on Nov. 30, 2015, made the official First Incident Report shortly thereafter, and the priest was arrested Dec. 2.

The archdiocese added that many other attempts were made to reach out to the victim, but the family declined any help, and that Gracias “tried on many occasions to reach out to the family and the victim, but they refused to meet the cardinal.”

Mumbai-based Sister Arina Gonsalves is a member of the Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors and has worked as a consulter to the Archdiocese of Bombay in cases of sexual abuse of minors.

“The statement given by the archdiocese … gives the sequence of events and what action the Church authority took after the complaint was made,” she said.

“After four years of this case, suddenly this new angle is being studied. According to the press report, even the judge has commented on this,” she told Crux. “An investigation by the police will clearly establish the truth.”

Indian police investigate claim against Cardinal Gracias of failure to report abuse
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2019/05/23/indian-police-investigate-claim-against-cardinal-gracias-of-failure-to-report-abuse/
May 23 2019

Police in India are investigating a claim that Cardinal Oswald Gracias of Bombay and two auxiliary bishops covered up an accusation of clerical sexual abuse involving a minor that reportedly occurred four years ago.
In 2015, a 13 year-old boy was reportedly abused by a Catholic priest, Fr. Lawrence Johnson, after evening prayer, according to UCA News.

The alleged abuse was reportedly confirmed by medical professionals and reported to police by the boy’s parents, UCA News reported. Johnson was arrested Dec. 2, 2015, and has remained in custody since then. Johnson was charged with violating multiple parts of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act.

The father of the boy has now claimed to authorities that Cardinal Gracias and two of his auxiliaries, Bishops Savio Fernandes and John Rodrigues, had attempted to cover up the abuse and did not properly report the accusation to authorities.

A POCSO court ordered Mumbai police May 7 to launch an investigation into the claim, reported The Hindu, an Indian daily. The father of the boy told the court that at the time of the incident, Bishop Rodrigues launched an internal, ecclesial investigation of the matter, but never told the family the results of the investigation, and did not inform police of the incident.

Fr. Nigel Barrett, a spokesperson for the Archdiocese of Bombay, told UCA News that the archdiocese welcomes the investigation, because it has “nothing to hide.”

According to a “detailed note” from the archdiocese, reviewed by UCA News, the archdiocese said that Gracias and the auxiliary bishops did not report the abuse claim to the police because the parents of the boy had already done so.

In the note, Barrett said that Gracias removed Johnson from active ministry Nov. 30, as soon as he found out about the allegation. Gracias tried to reach the family of the boy involved to console them, Barrett said. Gracias also reached out to Rodrigues to ask him to handle the matter because he had to leave on a flight to Rome that night.
Once he landed, Gracias phoned Rodrigues from Rome, asking the auxiliary bishop about informing the police of the matter. Rodrigues told Gracias that the family had already done so.

Barret told UCA News that archdiocesan officials then met with the family, and reached out to them multiple times to offer counseling or medical help, but that their offers were declined by the family.

According to The Hindu, Indian law states that if a person in charge of an institution fails to report an offense committed by one of their subordinates, they could face up to one year in prison.
FIR against cardinal for not taking action in child molestation case
http://mattersindia.com/2019/06/fir-against-cardinal-for-not-taking-action-in-child-molestation-case/
June 5, 2019

Police have filed an FIR against the archbishop of Mumbai and two bishops for allegedly not acting against a priest accused of child molestation, nor informing the police about the matter, despite complaints by the boy’s father. The move came after a special Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (Pocso) court directed the police to investigate the accusations.
Cardinal Oswald Gracias, Bishop Dominic Savio Fernandes and Bishop John Rodrigues allegedly failed to take action when the incident took place, on November 27, 2015. Father Lawrence Johnson, 52, is on trial for allegedly abusing the teenage boy.

The father stated in the FIR: “On 1/12/2015 I registered my first complaint. In it I had issued a statement. 
My two sons had visited the church from 8.15 pm to 8.30 pm. After the prayers, the priest from the church, under the pretext of removing the decoration, held them back. He handed over a box to one of my sons and followed him inside the office and shut the door.

He removed stripped the boy naked and sexually abused him. On December 1, 2015, we lodged a complaint under the Pocso Act and he was arrested after two days. I met another father along with my son who directly confronted the priest for this act of misdeed and he apologised, saying that he won’t repeat it. After we left the premises, he called up one of my acquaintances and admitted to his crime and apologised.

“On November 28, 2015, at 10am, I called my acquaintance to take official action against the parish priest and wanted to meet Bishop Dominic Savio Fernandes from the Salvation Centre in Dadar (West), but we were informed that he was not present in office. He was called thrice but was unavailable all three times. So my acquaintance told the secretary about the seriousness of our case and asked for the Bishop Savio Fernandes’ contact numbers. His office didn’t get back at all.

On November 29, the father and his acquaintance decided to approach the Bishop House in Colaba to meet Cardinal Oswald Gracias, but it was the Sunday and they couldn’t meet him.

On November 30, when the acquaintance called the cardinal, his personal assistant at first said he was headed for Rome and wouldn’t be able to come on the phone. The cardinal later agreed to meet the father.

The FIR said: “I along with my wife, son and acquaintance reached Bishop House and went to his cabin. My wife narrated the incident to Cardinal Gracias and told him how the parish priest sexually abused our son even on August 20, 2015. He said it was his responsibility to hand over the priest to the police but did nothing.

We also told him how we had communicated this to Bishop Dominic Savio Fernandes but got no help in return and were forced to approach the Bishop House. Cardinal Gracias said that a committee would be formed to look into this matter and Father K T Emmanuel and Bishop John Rodrigues would give timely information.

The cardinal later left for Rome. When we asked him for a medical examination of our son, we got no response. So we approached our family doctor, who said it was a police case. We went to the police station to lodge a complaint. We were then taken to Sion hospital for a medical examination, following which a complaint was lodged against the priest on December 1, 2015.”

The father said that on December 3, he got a call from Father Emmanuel and Bishop Rodrigues asking him to visit Bishop House. “Bishop John Rodrigues, Father KT Emmanuel were present along with three other priests. They heard us and took our signatures on some documents but when we asked for the documents, they didn’t give them to us.”

The father said the family took four days to report the incidence to the police because they were afraid of church retribution. “To the best of our knowledge the Archdiocese of Bombay is unaware of any FIR being filed against Bishop Dominic Savio Fernandes, Bishop John Rodrigues and Cardinal Gracias. Whatever we know is from the newspapers. We are in the process of obtaining certified copies of the order and the proceedings,” the Archdiocese of Bombay’s press office said in a statement. While Section 19 of the Pocso Act deals with reporting of sexual offences, Section 21(2) prescribes a maximum sentence of one year’s imprisonment if a person in charge of an institution fails to report by a subordinate under his control.

Cardinal Gracias, two bishops seek withdrawal of case
http://mattersindia.com/2019/06/cardinal-gracias-two-bishops-seek-withdrawal-of-case/
June 24, 2019 
Cardinal Oswald Gracias and two auxiliary bishops of Bombay archdiocese are facing charges of inaction over a child abuse case complaint against a priest.
The cardinal and Bishops Dominic Savio Fernandes and John Rodrigues recently approached the Bombay High Court to get the case withdrawn.

The bench of justices Ranjit More and Bharati Dangre, who heard the plea on June 17, has posted the matter for hearing at a later date.

According to the police, a minor boy was sodomized on November 27, 2015, by Father Lawrence Johnson, who was then his parish priest. Three days later, the boy’s parents filed a complaint at Shivaji Nagar police station that the priest had abused their child.

In February this year, the parents approached the special Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POSCO) Act court hearing the case, alleging that Cardinal Gracias had ignored their complaint. They said the cardinal did not report the matter to the police although he was informed about it soon after the incident.

The parents also wanted the other two bishops named as co-accused in the case.

The POCSO court directed the police to study the allegations following which the three prelates were named in a first information report (FIR) registered by the Shivaji Nagar police in June this year.

They three were booked under section 21 of the POSCO Act that requires mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse cases. “The police registered a case against the accused on the directions of the POCSO court,” an officer from the Shivaji Nagar police station told reporters.

The three prelates then moved the high court against the lower court’s order.

Cardinal Gracias told the high court that he did not inform the police about the alleged abuse because the boy’s parents had already informed them, who then registered a complaint.
The petition from the cardinal and the two bishops urged the high court to quash the Pocso court’s May 7order to the police to investigate whether the prelates “conducted any inquiry and despite having received knowledge did not give information to the police” under section 19 of the Pocso Act.

The prelates also wanted the recent FIR by the Shivaji Nagar police quashed.

The section 19 deals with reporting of sexual offences, section 21 (2) prescribes imprisonment up to a year if a person in charge of an institution fails to report an offence by a subordinate under his control.

The prelate’s petition states that the boy’s father had filed a complaint in respect of the alleged incident.

“Therefore there was no question of again intimating the concerned police station about the alleged offence because already the police were informed and the police had already taken cognisance by registering an FIR, therefore there is no offence committed by the petitioner no 3 (the cardinal) as alleged by the complainant for non-compliance of section 19 of Pocso Act,” the prelates’ petition adds.

The petition also informed the court that the cardinal had directed an inquiry as soon as he received the November 30, 2015, complaint letter and learnt, a day later in Rome, that the FIR was registered.

“Therefore, the present petitioners cannot be held liable for prosecution under section 21 of Pocso Act for non-compliance of section 19.” The petition claims the three prelates are “innocent” and were “falsely implicated” in the case.

The archdiocese did not response to queries from Matters India on this case.

Jayant Bardeskar, counsel for the three prelates, reportedly said, “It will be premature to comment on what grounds we are moving the plea. All I can say is that we have filed a petition against the order of the lower court.”

Meanwhile a source close to the archdiocese says the inclusion of Bishop Savio Fernandes in the FIR is puzzling since he was not in the city when the complaint was brought to the Church authorities.
A reader’s comment: The incident happened on November 27, 2015. The cardinal orders inquiry on November 30, 2015. When was the complaint lodged with the police? -Joseph Lobo
Cardinal Gracias needs to walk the talk
https://www.firstpost.com/india/cardinal-gracias-needs-to-walk-the-talk-6351631.html
By Carol Andrade, June 25, 2019

By all accounts, the speech given by Cardinal Oswald Gracias of Mumbai in Rome on February 22, the second of the four-day Vatican Summit on clerical sexual abuse, was oratory at its best.
Addressing fellow presidents of the National Bishops Conferences from all over the world, he was articulate, eloquent, fluent, inspiring, delivering both admonishment and encouragement, praise and blame even-handedly. He talked up accountability, deplored “the culture of silence” among bishops that had contributed to this horrendous evil, and said every bishop had to share responsibility and accountability.

More importantly, he asked the bishops to reflect upon three main themes: justice, healing and pilgrimage. Interestingly, he said that “justice must come through cooperation with civil authorities”.
The cardinal is accused by some within the 600,000-strong Catholic community of Mumbai, of failing on all three parameters, thus betraying the victims and further contributing to the “culture of silence”.

Even as the Summit got underway in Rome, a petition was being submitted in a court in Mumbai, seeking action against the cardinal under the stringent Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act. The petitioner is the father of a boy alleged to have been sexually abused by a Catholic priest, Lawrence Johnson, who has been in jail since 2015, charged under Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code and relevant sections of the POCSO Act.

An editorial in the diocesan mouthpiece, The Examiner, dated the week before his address at the Vatican Summit, declares that Cardinal Gracias “himself takes the protection of minors very seriously”. From July 2015, the Child Protection Policy has been implemented in the 150-odd schools run by the Archdiocesan Board of Education and in meetings with the clergy, he has “firmly stated a zero tolerance policy regarding child abuse” in any institution run by the church.

Ironically, in the very next issue celebrating the cardinal’s eloquent address, there is a statement by the spokesperson of the Archdiocese, Fr Nigel Barrett, detailing the chronology of the way this case was handled by him. Mishandled, say his detractors. The family, which was brought to the cardinal by a friend on November 30, say they met him for a short while as he prepared to leave for Rome the same night. They claim to have asked for medical help and were “offered none”, according to a BBC report. Unhappy with their treatment, they went to a doctor at first and from there to the police. The priest was arrested immediately.

Accusations of failing to act are strongly rebutted by Fr Barrett. “On receiving the complaint, ecclesial (meaning church) action was immediately taken and the priest was stripped of his duties. Further to ecclesial action, the cardinal informed the bishop to start the inquiry into the allegations, and left for Rome. On reaching, he again spoke of the need to go to the police in the case. But the family had already informed them and now the law of the land prevails.”

As one of the nine advisers to the Pope, and one of the four organisers of the summit, regarded by the world media as a “high stakes event” for the Pope, the cardinal tends to stand out. Add to the mix the fact that in 2013 he was tipped as a possibility in the race to replace Pope Benedict XIII (albeit with an outside chance), and the mix gets headier.

In fact, although the summit was announced in September 2018, the stories began surfacing only at the actual start of the event. One, run by BBC News on February 21 damningly headlined “Indian Catholic Cardinal Oswald Gracias failed abuse victims”, retold the story of the child, but dug further into the past, to 2009, when a woman had complained to him that her daughter was being sexually abused by a priest who conducted retreats. 
When no action was taken, in 2011, she approached a woman’s group that pressured the cardinal to set up an inquiry. Six months later, there was still no result and the priest continued to preside over activities in his parish. When he was finally removed, no reason was given and nothing was established, the report said.

And then there was the slow pace of action against Bishop Franco Mulakkal, accused by a nun of raping her repeatedly between 2014 and 2016. The nun from the Missionaries of Jesus Congregation in the Jalandhar diocese, is said to have complained to the Nuncio, the papal representative, months before he was actually removed from office. In September, he was interrogated by the police in Kerala, arrested and jailed for 25 days, before being given bail. The trial is yet to begin.

Everyone who has heard the cardinal speak or engages in conversation with him, says he is a man of rare charm, extremely likeable, easy to listen to.

Fr Anthony Charanghat, long-time editor of The Examiner, has known the cardinal since they were in the seminary together, studying to be priests. Of him, he says, “The cardinal is not just charming, he is also brilliant, with a sharp intellect and distinguished analytical and decision-making abilities. But his guiding principle is reconciliation and sometimes this makes him too conciliatory, too soft when handling recalcitrance, and this can lead to less than perfect decisions.”

All this cuts little or no ice with groups like the Association of Concerned Catholics (AOCC), which has, more often than not, been a thorn in his side with its aggressive stance on various issues.

Judith Monteiro, one of the earliest members who is known for not mincing words or muting criticism of the Church and its hierarchy, says about the declarations at the summit on processes and protocol: “Being a good orator or good organiser should not be the only criterion for being part of the C9 (council of cardinals, which currently has six members after Pope Francis removed three last year). It is more important to be a good listener to Christ’s flock, of which he is the shepherd. His speeches (at the summit) would have been more effective if he had acted sooner upon complaints.”

This sentiment is amplified by Charmaine Bocaro, lawyer for the family in the case of sexual abuse of a minor. Asked what she thought of the outcome of the summit, she said, “Omission is as bad as commission and the cardinal is guilty of not doing enough to address the issue. I wasn’t fooled by the summit. It was held just to silence critics of the Church, especially in America. To think that the cardinal was appointed one of the four organisers of the event when he has done nothing in the matter in his own country. I see us as being back at square one, on Ground Zero. The whole thing was a massive cover-up.”

Meanwhile, in Rome, the Vatican is contending with the negative fallout of the founder and entire female editorial board of its own monthly publication, “Women Church World”, quitting on March 26. According to the editor, Lucetta Scaraffia, this is in protest against what they call a Vatican campaign to discredit them and “put them under the direct control of men” for some of their views on the role of women in the Church.

Denial, lies, excuses, procrastination, indecisiveness and cover-up is the response of the Church.
Correspondence with Oswald Cardinal Gracias, President-CCBI, Archbishop of Bombay
From: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net To: diocesebombay@gmail.com, abpossie@gmail.com, CCBI Secretariat ccbisecretariat@gmail.com Date: Tue, 4 Jul 2017 19:43:51 +0530
Subject: ACTIVE KNOWN AND REPORTED HOMOSEXUAL PRIEST FR SUNIL MUNIS CONTINUES TO BE GIVEN AUTHORITY, FREE REIN AND ACCESS TO YOUNG BOYS IN BOMBAY ARCHDIOCESE

To, His Eminence Oswald Cardinal Gracias
President, Conference of Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI)

Archbishop of Bombay

CC: CCBI Secretariat
Dear Cardinal Oswald Gracias,

Fr Sunil Munis has been reported to you for attempted sodomy. I have received a few firsthand details of the complaint registered with you against him by a victim. His record of sexually molesting young men is common knowledge. However, instead of taking severe exemplary deterrent and disciplinary action against him, he has continued to be transferred around by you to different parishes and he therefore continues to pose a threat to seminarians, altar boys and youth in general. 

Apparently the November 2015 arrest of Fr Lawrence Johnson of your archdiocese for the very same criminal offence has not been an opportunity for the archdiocese to learn any lesson nor has it generated any sense of justice in you all who should be protecting the vulnerable and punishing the guilty. You, your bishops and priests extending to everyone who is complicit in these reality-denials and cover-ups are guilty under both Canon Law and the Indian Penal Code. Eventually someone is going to have to "pay" for all of this. And it is the Catholic Church in India that will be disgraced before the entire nation and the world because of weak (that's how some of your priests -- who otherwise said you are a good man -- described you to me; I also happen to have a relative who is a longtime priest in Bombay archdiocese) clerics like you.

You still have not responded to my letters to you of June 7 and June 8 regarding the Fr Joby Kachappilly VC rape case. Now, please do not trouble to respond. It is 15 weeks since we first took up the matter with the Vincentian Congregation and then the hierarchical Church authorities. Now the wheels have been set in motion on both the sodomy as well as the rape issues. God help us all.

Yours obediently,

Michael Prabhu

Catholic apologist
From: diocesebombay@gmail.com To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Date: Fri, 7 Jul 2017 16:41:56 +0530
Date: From Oswald Cardinal Gracias
Dear Mr. Prabhu,
I have just seen your email of July 4, 2017 as I was away for the Western Regional Bishops’ Council Meeting and I hasten to reply immediately because your email has shocked me.

The policy of the Church in India and of the Archdiocese of Bombay is zero tolerance in these matters. I have not received any written or oral complaint of the nature you mention regarding the priest you refer to in your email. If you have a copy of what was supposedly sent to me, please send it to me urgently. If not, you owe an apology to the Archdiocese of Bombay and to the priest concerned.

Regarding the other case of the Vincentian: I was in Rome in connection with different matters including the funeral of Cardinal Ivan Dias and so did not see any further update from you. However, because of my concern, even though I have no jurisdiction because the person is a religious and belonging to the Syro Malabar Rite, I was willing to assist by contacting his Superiors.

In the past even though I have never met you I have often given attention to your emails because I felt you were sincere. Your recent email disappointed me.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely in Christ,
 Oswald Cardinal Gracias
Archbishop of Bombay & President, CCBI
From: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net To: diocesebombay@gmail.com Date: Fri, 7 Jul 2017 17:39:57 +0530
Subject: Re: From Oswald Cardinal Gracias
Dear Cardinal Oswald,
You should always respond to a communicant with the copy of his/her original letter making it easy to relate things. 
Since you did not, I have copied it here for reference. If you read it, I did not say that I made a complaint to you. One of the original victims, an individual who reported the sodomy attempt on him, and two priests had named Fr. Sunil Munis to me and given me details on reading my enquiries on the Fr. Joby Kachappilly VC rape issue. I have two letters from one of the survivors and I regret that I cannot reveal their contents to protect his identity and future. In fact, one of the two priests had long back reported to you/the Archdiocese on homosexual activity going on in the St Pius X Seminary in Mumbai. He had absolutely no reason to gain anything from writing those details to me, especially as he is a stable and secure senior priest who treasures his vocation. I stand by my accusation against Fr. Munis. I do not owe anyone an apology because I have not the slightest doubt in the integrity of my informants whereas I, from my firsthand past experience, have no -- or very little -- confidence in that of the Archdiocese of Bombay and its spokespersons. If it turns out that there is an investigation by the law of the land, then my informants can testify directly to the police who can decide on the matter. Meanwhile, you may take suitable action against Fr. Munis as per Church law to keep him away from young men in the parish/archdiocese for the sake of their souls. And yours.

It is I who should be shocked by your letter and not the other way around. After all, you are our shepherds and teachers. Do you mean to say that your "zero tolerance" for a sodomite priest does not apply to a rapist priest? You say "zero tolerance in these things"... you did not even want to say the homosexual word! Your Eminence, I am sorry to disappoint you once again with this letter of mine. We have waited long enough after contacting you and all the 500-plus Vincentians, it’s almost four months since we first took up the matter, and as I wrote, "Now the wheels have been set in motion". I have already completed and released my report on the Fr. Sunil Munis issue. It will be in the public domain tomorrow. 

Concerning the Fr. Joby case, not one of the nearly 550 bishops and Vincentian priests who I wrote to, including your good self, had a word of pity, concern or empathy for the rape victims, as someone observed when she wrote to me. Read the responses/letters, the few that I received, in the file given below, and you will agree with me on that. Fr. Joby, as you earlier too pointed out by bringing in the matter of Rite, anyway does not come under your "jurisdiction".

RAPE AND SEXUAL ABUSE BY INDIAN PRIESTS-CHURCH FAILS TO PUNISH GUILTY 04 22/28 JUNE/2 JULY 2017 (CORRESPONDENCE RELATED TO RAPE COMMITTED BY FR. JOBY KACHAPPILLY VC)
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/RAPE_AND_SEXUAL_ABUSE_BY_INDIAN_PRIESTS-CHURCH_FAILS_TO_PUNISH_GUILTY_04.doc
I will desist from writing anymore because I am only repeating what I wrote in my letters to you and to the Vincentian priests, over 500 of them, most of who are aware of the guilt of Fr. Joby. In like manner, I understand that many seminarians and priests are aware that Fr. Sunil Munis is a predator of young men and are forewarned by others to be wary of him. I will update my report 04 with your response of today and mine, at a later date. Thanking you, 
Yours obediently,

Michael Prabhu
From: diocesebombay@gmail.com To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Date: Fri, 7 Jul 2017 19:44:09 +0530
Date: From Oswald Cardinal Gracias
Dear Mr. Prabhu,
I have just received your email. I am truly sorry that you have made public a Report on the matter because, as I said:

1. The priest has not been reported to me for “attempted sodomy” as you have said in your earlier email;
2. Further there is no complaint registered with my office by any victim, as stated by you;
3. Although the matter is of a delicate nature, I enquired with a few priests here if this “is common knowledge” but the few I asked know nothing about this.
Hence, while I do not know the source of your information, it is certainly inaccurate. Hence, I am unhappy that you have released the Report on the public domain because it is unjust to the Archdiocese of Bombay, and unjust to the priest concerned if it is a false complaint. I am unable to investigate anything because not having received the complaint I do not know what to investigate.

I am sure you know enough moral theology to know the gravity of making accusations which are unfounded, especially of this nature. I believe you have done this in good faith, but if damage is done, restitution is necessary.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely in Christ,

 Oswald Cardinal Gracias
Archbishop of Bombay & President, CCBI
MY CLOSING COMMENTS (from the original 4/7 July 2017 report “COVER-UP OF…”):

Now why is it that I just don’t believe the Cardinal?

Why would four different individuals -- who have never contacted one another -- concur that Fr. Sunil Munis is a homosexual and was reported to the Church authorities (I’m sorry but I cannot furnish the evidence in my possession in order to protect the individuals concerned from the wrath of the authorities.)

Who does the reader believe, the four individuals (priests) or the Cardinal?

As for me, I am known for my thorough research and my integrity as much as for my solid Catholic Faith and my love of the Church.

Note that the Cardinal does not address a single one of the issues that I raised in my emails and in the cited report 04. He also betrays himself when he concentrates on the homosexual priest issue and not on the rape of several innocent young girls. After all, the rape issue is the headache of the Vincentian Congregation, while the case of the sodomite priest Lawrence Johnson (and apparently there are more like him) lies squarely at his doorstep.

Either the Cardinal is a consummate liar or the archdiocesan administration has kept him in the dark about certain burning issues. Either way, the Indian Church is in deep trouble.

The Cardinal has virtually permitted, encouraged and participated in the institutionalization of New Age in the Bombay Church. The files listed further below will sustain my claim.

The Cardinal is also favourable to the homosexual/LGBTQ agenda as I have already recorded, see titles and links on page 1.
On Bombay Archbishop Cardinal Oswald Gracias:

CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS ENDORSES YOGA FOR CATHOLICS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_ENDORSES_YOGA_FOR_CATHOLICS.doc
PAPAL CANDIDATE OSWALD CARDINAL GRACIAS ENDORSES YOGA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PAPAL_CANDIDATE_OSWALD_CARDINAL_GRACIAS_ENDORSES_YOGA.doc
NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 20-HALF-TRUTHS FROM CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_20-HALF-TRUTHS_FROM_CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS.doc
NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 27-CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS STILL IN DENIAL OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR ITS ERRORS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_27-CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_STILL_IN_DENIAL_OF_RESPONSIBILITY_FOR_ITS_ERRORS.doc
THE SALESIANS, OSWALD CARDINAL GRACIAS AND NEW AGE PSYCHOLOGIST CARL ROGERS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_SALESIANS_OSWALD_CARDINAL_GRACIAS_AND_NEW_AGE_PSYCHOLOGIST_CARL_ROGERS.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 16-CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS WEARS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_16-CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_WEARS.doc
SHOULD OSWALD CARDINAL GRACIAS HAVE RESIGNED AS CARDINAL OBRIEN DID 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SHOULD_OSWALD_CARDINAL_GRACIAS_HAVE_RESIGNED_AS_CARDINAL_OBRIEN_DID.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS IMPOSES PROTESTANT ALPHA COURSE ON ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_IMPOSES_PROTESTANT_ALPHA_COURSE_ON_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS’ SPIRITUALLY PERVERTED GYAN ASHRAM  
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_SPIRITUALLY_PERVERTED_GYAN_ASHRAM.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS’ NEW AGE PROMOTION TRUST 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_NEW_AGE_PROMOTION_TRUST.doc
On Cardinal Ivan Dias:
CARDINAL IVAN DIAS PROMOTES CONTROVERSIAL MARIAN APPARITIONS

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_IVAN_DIAS_PROMOTES_CONTROVERSIAL_MARIAN_APPARITIONS.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 11-CARDINAL IVAN DIAS WEARS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_11-CARDINAL_WEARS.doc
CARDINAL IVAN DIAS LIGHTS A LAMP FOR THE HINDU DEITY GANESHA 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_IVAN_DIAS_LIGHTS_A_LAMP_FOR_THE_HINDU_DEITY_GANESHA.doc
Bishop Agnelo Gracias was the leading defender of the heretical/New Age/Hinduized St Pauls New Community Bible when Catholics protested against it following its release:

NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 22-BISHOP AGNELO GRACIAS DEFENDS IT YET IT IS PULLED FOR REVISION 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_22-BISHOP_AGNELO_GRACIAS_DEFENDS_IT_YET_IT_IS_PULLED_FOR_REVISION.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 08-BISHOP WEARS - AGNELO GRACIAS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_08-BISHOP_WEARS.doc
Bombay Archdiocese is the most New Age-ridden diocese in India. I give the reader a few of my reports:

THE LABYRINTH IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_LABYRINTH_IN_THE_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY.doc
THE ST PIUS X SEMINARY CELEBRATES HINDU DEITY GANESHA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_ST_PIUS_X_SEMINARY_CELEBRATES_HINDU_DEITY_GANESH.doc
YOGA AND THE BRAHMA KUMARIS AT A CATHOLIC COLLEGE IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_AND_THE_BRAHMA_KUMARIS_AT_A_CATHOLIC_COLLEGE_IN_THE_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY.doc
FR JOE PEREIRA-KRIPA FOUNDATION-NEW AGE ENDORSED BY THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_JOE_PEREIRA-KRIPA_FOUNDATION-NEW_AGE_ENDORSED_BY_THE_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY_AND_THE_CBCI.doc
FR JOE PEREIRA CALLS FOR INCLUSIVE EUCHARIST AND BEDE GRIFFITHS INDIAN RITE MASS http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_JOE_PEREIRA_CALLS_FOR_INCLUSIVE_EUCHARIST_AND_BEDE_GRIFFITHS_INDIAN_RITE_MASS.doc
INSTITUTIONALIZED NEW AGE IN BOMBAY ARCHDIOCESE-HOMOEOPATHY, YOGA AND KRIPA FOUNDATION 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/INSTITUTIONALIZED_NEW_AGE_IN_BOMBAY_ARCHDIOCESE-HOMOEOPATHY_YOGA_AND_KRIPA_FOUNDATION.doc
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