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OCTOBER 15, 2018


“Not to oppose error is to approve it, and not to defend the truth is to suppress it” – Pope St. Felix III

NOTE: In this report I may occasionally use bold print, italics, CAPS, or word underlining for emphasis. These will be my personal emphasis and not that of the source that I am quoting. Any footnote preceded by a number in (parenthesis) is my personal library numbering system.

Q: There was a special family event in Church where relatives, who were in a state of mortal sin for years, received Holy Communion at mass. Was this permissible as I believe that in their hearts they felt it was all right?

A: Generally speaking, the answer is no!  Often times when people make statements or ask questions they do not know the actual authority of Holy Church given by God on the matter, so a little background history is needed to properly answer the question. We begin answering by quoting Jesus Himself: “Therefore whosoever shall eat this bread, or drink the chalice of the Lord unworthily (while in mortal sin) shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord.”
 
“For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh judgment to himself.”
 
The Church has long taught that mortal sins (except in some narrow circumstances) can only be forgiven by a priest in confession. You cannot receive forgiveness otherwise as the priest is acting in ‘Persona Christi’, or in the Person of Christ!  To quote Jesus again: “Whose sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven them; and whose sins you shall retain, they are retained.”
 
If you are in a state of mortal sin you remain that way until you use the sacrament of confession, absolution, etc. 

Next, Some history on how Holy Church gets her authority to do as she does. “And I will give to thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven. And whatsoever thou shall bind upon earth, it shall be bound also in heaven: and whatsoever thou shall loose on earth, it shall be loosed also in heaven.”
 
This scripture gives Peter and successive popes the authority to create laws and rubrics to manage the Church on earth!

“Those who are excommunicated or interdicted after the imposition or declaration of the penalty and others who obstinately persist in grave (mortal) sin ARE NOT TO BE ADMITTED TO HOLY COMMUNION.”
 
“A person who is conscious of grave sin is not to celebrate Mass or to receive the body of the Lord without prior sacramental confession unless a grave reason is present and there is no opportunity of confession; in this case the person is to be mindful of the obligation to make an act of perfect contrition, including the intention of confessing as soon as possible.”
 
“Individual and integral confession and absolution constitute the only ordinary way by which the faithful person who is aware of serious sin is reconciled with God and with the Church.”
 
“I THEREFORE EXHORT ALL THE FAITHFUL TO OBSERVE THE PROPOSED LEGISLATION (Pope John Paul II-s mandate in his Apostolic Constitution on the new code of Canon Law.”
 

“The Eucharist is to be offered to the faithful, among other reasons, ‘as an antidote, by which we are freed from daily faults and preserved from mortal sins,’ as is brought to light in various parts of the Mass. As for the Penitential Act placed at the beginning of Mass, it has the purpose of preparing all to be ready to celebrate the sacred mysteries; even so, ‘IT LACKS THE EFFICACY OF THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE IN REMISSION OF GRAVER SINS.”
 

“Sin is before all else an offence against God, a rupture of communion with him. At the same time it damages communion with the Church. For this reason conversion entails both God’s forgiveness and reconciliation with the Church, which are expressed and accomplished liturgically by the sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation.”
 “In imparting to His apostles His own power to forgive sins the Lord also gave them the authority to reconcile sinners with the Church.”
 
“The words bind and loose mean: whomever you exclude from your communion, will be excluded from communion with God; whomever you receive anew into your communion, God will welcome back into His. RECONCILIATION WITH THE CHURCH IS INSEPARABLE FROM RECONCILIATION WITH GOD.”
 “ALL MORTAL SINS OF WHICH PENITENTS AFTER A DILIGENT SELF EXAMINATION ARE CONSCIENCE MUST BE RECOUNTED BY THEM IN CONFESSION.”

I pray that this adequately answers your question. If you have further questions, just ask!

This report prepared on October 15, 2018 by Ronald Smith, 11701 Maplewood Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024-8482, E-mail: <hfministry@roadrunner.com>.  Readers may copy and distribute this report as desired to anyone as long as the content is not altered and it is copied in its entirety. In this little ministry I do free Catholic and occult related research and answer your questions. Questions are answered in this format with detailed footnotes on all quotes. If you have a question(s), please submit it to this land mail or e-mail address. Answers are usually forthcoming within one week. PLEASE NOTIFY ME OF ANY ERRORS THAT YOU MAY OBSERVE! 

† Let us recover by penance what we have lost by sin †
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