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Can We Patronize Businesses That Support Planned Parenthood?
DIFFICULT MORAL QUESTIONS: It is good if these things bother you. They should bother all of us.
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E. Christian Brugger, October 20, 2021

Q. I’m 16 years old and I recently learned about moral theology and it’s been driving me crazy. I have all sorts of moral questions. Here are some.
1. Is it okay to buy from stores that donate directly to Planned Parenthood or that support abortions in other ways? If we do, are we excommunicated?

2. Is it okay to purchase goods from a store that uses slave labor? 

3. I go to a Catholic high school and we are sponsored by Nike, which donates to Planned Parenthood. Is it okay to go to this school? 
4. Do I have a duty to speak with school leadership urging them to change their sponsorship and be more cautious? 
5. Do I also have a moral duty to tell people I know, like my religion teacher, that they shouldn't buy from stores that donate to abortions? 

6. My parents are in real estate, and they take out a lot of loans. They use Chase Bank and Bank of America both of which I've heard support Planned Parenthood. Is this okay? How do I tell my parents about all this? 

Any help would be kind. — Mathews, California 

A. It is good that these things bother you. They should bother all of us. In coming to a decision on how to respond to the situations you explain, pray and ask Jesus whether he wants you to go beyond what’s required of all of us, what the moral law requires.
Each question deserves an entire article. But I will try to give you concise accurate replies.

Reply to Question 1: Yes, you can shop at a store that supports Planned Parenthood (PP). But because doing so benefits PP indirectly, however minimally, it’s not a matter of indifference. You should have a good reason for doing so. You should ask yourself if you can get what you’re after easily elsewhere, or whether going without it is not a burden; if either of these is the case, it would be better to avoid all stores that support PP. 
If you frequented such a store knowing of its support, and had alternatives readily available, and made no effort at all to seek them out, then I think you would do wrong. Your knowledgeable albeit unintentional support for PP would be grounded in laziness and indifference, which are not reasons to tolerate benefiting PP even a tiny bit. It also could desensitize you to the evils that PP commits relying on funds from stores like the one you patronize. 

But it would not result in your excommunication. It would be a case of wrongful cooperation (see my earlier article). The remedy for wrongful cooperation is repentance.

Reply to Question 2: This is like Question 1, but now we’re not dealing with a business that supports a corrupt company, we’re talking about a company that itself is the primary agent of wrongdoing.

If by “slave labor” you are referring to chattel slavery where workers are considered property, coercively forced to work for the benefit of their “owners”, and prohibited from quitting their service, then you shouldn’t patronize a store that uses such labor. 
If you mean people working in sweat shops without any good employment alternatives, then we’d have to make our assessment on a case-by-case basis. If withholding my patronage would not benefit the workers and would provide negligible benefit to the offending business; and if the work, however adverse its conditions, provides some remuneration without which workers would be in a worse state, then patronizing the offending business need not be unfair to the workers. 

So, like above, you would have to have good reasons for shopping there: going without the product that the store supplies would be burdensome; you cannot secure it easily elsewhere; the offending business sells it at the best price and you cannot otherwise afford it. But if these are not factors, then you should avoid the store. 

But simply choosing not to patronize offending businesses may do nothing to assist exploited workers. 
Conscientious people will prayerfully ask themselves if there is anything they can do to assist these workers. They might choose to draw public attention to the company’s exploitation of workers; or educate themselves on Fairtrade practices and encourage the company to purchase only certified products and patrons to patronize only businesses that sell Fairtrade-certified products; or initiate or join a boycott against the company. 

Reply to Question 3: Schools do or tolerate many things they shouldn’t and fail to do and express many things they should. Nike’s policies conflict with Catholic teaching in several ways: It has been accused of worker exploitation; it contributes to PP and gives large sums of money to LGBT causes. Conscientious school administrators should know these things and avoid accepting sponsorships from or sponsoring such companies. If they don’t it causes scandal, confuses the faithful, contributes to the wrongdoer’s wrongdoing, and encourages further wrongdoing; and worst of all, it impedes the school from offering a credible Catholic witness to the Gospel. 

You ask if it’s okay to go to this school. Yes, since there are many other positive things you can gain from the school, you can accept its wrongful sponsorship as part of the cross of attending a secularized Catholic school. If on the other hand you know of a faithfully Catholic school that you could attend, you might speak with your parents about transferring to it.

Reply to Question 4: Should you speak with the school leaders? If you think doing so would do some good, then, yes, speak with them. If you think it won’t, and that perhaps the school leaders will begin to treat you like a trouble-maker which could stymie your path to graduation, then I don’t think you have an obligation. You may choose to do so anyway simply to witness to the truth. But if you foresee harmful consequences to yourself, be sure that suffering those consequences is compatible with carrying out your already existing duties. Anyway, Catholic parents who send their children to the school should be the first to protest this sort of thing.

Reply to Question 5: Should you let your associates and teachers know that stores they shop at do bad things such as financially support businesses like PP? Yes, if you think it will do some good. But realize that many if not most of the large chain stores in the U.S. sponsor or advertise bad things, suppress good things, and are not defenders of Christian morality. Catholic teaching does not require us to boycott all companies that are engaged in evildoing. It calls us to engage in moral reasoning like we did in the prior questions, to prudently manage our finances, to give freely to the poor, not to put our faith under a bushel basket and do the good we can when the opportunity arises.

A last thought. As a young man I frequently drew to the attention of friends and family the kinds of things you’re talking about, and I don’t recall many salutary results; I do remember unpleasant confrontations that seemed to cause more disunity than good. So always keep in mind the maxim: veritas in caritate (truth in love).

Reply to Question 6: If multinational banks, such as Chase or Bank of America, offer your parents the best rates and service, then putting in loan applications to them is ordinarily licit. This is because a single citizen’s use of their resources does not significantly contribute to banks’ evildoing, nor would the citizen’s refusal impede the evildoing. These banks frequently can offer resources that smaller banks and credit unions cannot, which may benefit a family’s financial wellbeing. 

When good people borrow from such institutions, they intend the benefits the institutions offer, while tolerating the fact that the companies do other wrongful things.

At the same time, if you thought that informing your parents of these banks’ darker side would do some good, then, yes, inform them. But parent-child relationships can be delicate. Raising controversial moral issues with our parents may lead to conflict. Yet it may also lead to a valuable conversation — one where you can witness to your faith in Christ and moral concerns that you believe they should consider. Say a prayer to the Holy Spirit to assist you in choosing your words and ask your guardian angel to smooth the way before you.
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BP. SCHNEIDER TO LEAD RETREAT TO ATONE FOR ABUSE OF ABORTED BABIES USED FOR COVID VACCINES 12 OCTOBER 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/BP_SCHNEIDER_TO_LEAD_RETREAT_TO_ATONE_FOR_ABUSE_OF_ABORTED_BABIES_USED_FOR_COVID_VACCINES.doc
ONE POSITIVE THING TO COME OUT OF COVID IS THAT LIFE BEGINS AT CONCEPTION 13 OCTOBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ONE_POSITIVE_THING_TO_COME_OUT_OF_COVID_IS_THAT_LIFE_BEGINS_AT_CONCEPTION.doc
PRO-CHOICE UNTIL THEY WATCHED THIS VIDEO OF AN ACTUAL ABORTION 20 OCTOBER 2021 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/PRO-CHOICE_UNTIL_THEY_WATCHED_THIS_VIDEO_OF_AN_ACTUAL_ABORTION.doc
12 BENEFITS OF BEING MOM TO A LARGE FAMILY 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/12_BENEFITS_OF_BEING_MOM_TO_A_LARGE_FAMILY.doc 

ARE LARGE FAMILIES BECOMING TRENDY AGAIN? 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/ARE_LARGE_FAMILIES_BECOMING_TRENDY_AGAIN.doc
“EVERYTHING IS A BLESSING”. THE SECRETS OF LARGE FAMILIES Tom and Ceci Royal 8. Mike and Kathleen Driver 9. Sean and Cathy Collins 8.
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/EVERYTHING_IS_A_BLESSING-THE_SECRETS_OF_LARGE_FAMILIES.doc
HAVING A LARGE CHRISTIAN FAMILY IS EASIER THAN YOU’D THINK 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/HAVING_A_LARGE_CHRISTIAN_FAMILY_IS_EASIER_THAN_YOUD_THINK.doc
HOW TO RESPOND TO COMMENTS ABOUT YOUR GROWING FAMILY 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/HOW_TO_RESPOND_TO_COMMENTS_ABOUT_YOUR_GROWING_FAMILY.doc
PROLIFE-01 THE DUGGAR FAMILY 19 AND COUNTING 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PROLIFE-01_THE_DUGGAR_FAMILY_19_AND_COUNTING.doc
OVERCOMING SOCIETY’S CHALLENGES FOR LARGE FAMILIES 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/OVERCOMING_SOCIETYS_CHALLENGES_FOR_LARGE_FAMILIES.doc
TESTIMONY-ONE BATHROOM FOR A FAMILY OF FOURTEEN BARBARA PADOLINA 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-ONE_BATHROOM_FOR_A_FAMILY_OF_FOURTEEN.doc
TESTIMONY-PRO-LIFE US CONGRESSMAN RESIGNS PUTTING FAMILY ABOVE POLITICS SEAN AND RACHEL DUFFY, 9 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-PRO-LIFE_US_CONGRESSMAN_RESIGNS_PUTTING_FAMILY_ABOVE_POLITICS.doc
TESTIMONY-WHY I NEVER SHOULD HAVE HAD 8 CHILDREN LEILA MILLER 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-WHY_I_NEVER_SHOULD_HAVE_HAD_8_CHILDREN.doc
TESTIMONY-TURNAROUND OF CONTRACEPTION USING COUPLE JOAN AND L.J. HEFERTY 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-TURNAROUND_OF_CONTRACEPTION_USING_ COUPLE.doc
TESTIMONY-I COULDN’T PERFORM ABORTIONS-DR. ALICIA THOMPSON 4 DECEMBER 2020 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-I_COULDNT_PERFORM_ABORTIONS-DR_ALICIA_THOMPSON.doc
TESTIMONY-WHY BLIND JOSE FELICIANO OF FELIZ NAVIDAD FAME BECAME PRO-LIFE 15 DECEMBER 2020 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/TESTIMONY-WHY_BLIND_JOSE_FELICIANO_OF_FELIZ_NAVIDAD_FAME_BECAME_PRO-LIFE.doc
Hundreds of Pro-life testimonies at http://www.ephesians-511.net/testimonies.php.
