[image: image1.jpg]alimes A=
! CHURCH BACKS WENDELL TO SET
UP LEBTO SUPPORT pmmm\n




NOVEMBER 4, 2018
Cardinal Oswald Gracias blesses openly-gay Wendell Rodricks’ homosexual lifestyle
[image: image10.jpg]i METAMORPHOSE

I
A Catholic Ministry for Exposing the Truth about Alternative Medicine, the Occult in Reiki &
Pranic Healing and Orlental Spirtual Exercises of the New Age Movement
" queries and detailed information, please call on MICHAEL PRABHU.

MICHAEL PRABHU, #12, Dawn Apartments, 22, Leith Castle South Street, Chennal 600 028, INDIA.
inet  website : wiww.cphesians-511.net

FROMDARKNESS TOLIGHT  Phone : +91 (44) 24611606, ~e-mail : michaclprabhu@vs




[image: image2.jpg]


 [image: image3.jpg]EMINENCE PLACED HiS.
Y HEAD AND BLESSED M i A
WAY, SAYING, ‘CHRIST BLESS
‘THE VIORK WE ARE DOING FOR
‘SOCIETY'. | FELT BLESSED INDEED,
‘GRATEFUL AND IMMENSELY JOYFUL I
‘SMOG-FILLED MUMBAL, MY HEART FELT

A RAINBOW IN THE SKY





Wendell Rodricks' LGBTQ helpline has Church's blessing
http://www.newslocker.com/en-in/news/general-india/wendell-rodricks-lgbtq-helpline-has-churchs-blessing/view/
October 2, 2018
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Cardinal Oswald Gracias greenlights fashion designer Wendell Rodricks' initiative, says he wants clergy to be more compassionate
To support the LGBTQ community, veteran fashion designer Wendell Rodricks has decided to set up a helpline that will bring the community closer to the Church. He met Cardinal Oswald Gracias on Wednesday to seek his approval for the initiative.
Despite the Supreme Court's recent landmark judgment decriminalising homosexuality, Rodricks said that it bothered him to see the LGBTQ community distancing itself from the church. "The general attitude is to see members of the community as sinners and condemn them. But, the new pope is compassionate and we thus wanted to have a social media presence to help members of the community who want to be closer to the church," said Rodricks.

He came up with the idea along with Ruby Almeida, co-chair of Global Network of Rainbow Catholics. "We met with the cardinal and he was very receptive. He asked us to go ahead and start the helpline. He also agreed to advise his clergy to be more compassionate and less condemning of the LGBTQ community," said Rodricks.

The helpline will be open to members of the community across India. "Now that we have the cardinal's approval, we will start our efforts on a war footing. We will begin with social media platforms, and later set up a helpline as well," said Rodricks. While the cardinal could not be reached as he was travelling, the spokesperson for the Archdiocese of Bombay said, "A meeting was held with Mr. Rodricks on Wednesday, but we don't know what was discussed."

To better understand the errors of the Cardinal recorded in the present file, read the following older files which give one the background to the present situation. It is seen that the Cardinal distorts both, the casual (and careless) statements of Pope Francis [THE FRANCIS EFFECT & WHO AM I TO JUDGE-THE SPIRIT OF VATICAN COUNCIL II? http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_FRANCIS_EFFECT_&_WHO_AM_I_TO_JUDGE-THE_SPIRIT_OF_VATICAN_COUNCIL_II.doc] as well as the teaching contained in the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC #2357-2359) and the Compendium of the Catechism (#492).
CARDINAL OSWALD LGBTQ-RELATED FILES
1. CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS INTERPRETS POPE FRANCIS PERSONAL REMARK ON HOMOSEXUALS AS CHURCH TEACHING 20 AUGUST 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_INTERPRETS_POPE_FRANCIS_PERSONAL_REMARK_ON_HOMOSEXUALS_AS_CHURCH_TEACHING.doc
2. CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS CHAMPIONS LGBT CAUSE AT HOME 4/17 NOVEMBER 2015
The secondary title to this file is

WHEN INTERVIEWED, CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS NEVER CLARIFIES THAT ACTIVE HOMOSEXUALITY IS MORTAL SIN
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_CHAMPIONS_LGBT_CAUSE_AT_HOME.doc
Here we meet Ruby Almeida, lesbian leader of Quest, a British “Catholic” LGBT organization who is supported by the Cardinal, and the LGBT New Ways Ministry (how dare they identify themselves either a “ministry” or “Catholic”!) blog. And, I have analysed in detail, the interview that the Cardinal gave to Karan Thapar.
3. CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS CHAMPIONS LGBT CAUSE AT THE SYNOD ON THE FAMILY OCTOBER 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_CHAMPIONS_LGBT_CAUSE_AT_THE_SYNOD_ON_THE_FAMILY.doc
4. COVER-UP OF ACTIVE HOMOSEXUAL PRIESTS IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY JULY 2017
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/COVER-UP_OF_ACTIVE_HOMOSEXUAL_PRIESTS_IN_THE_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY.doc
5. CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS CELEBRATES MASS IN GAY LITURGICAL VESTMENTS? 28 AUGUST 2018
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_CELEBRATES_MASS_IN_GAY_LITURGICAL_VESTMENTS.doc
In the 2015 report no. 2 above (based on the Cardinal’s interview with Karan Thapar), I had written: 

“We would like to affirm that we are in accord with Cardinal Oswald Gracias on his stand against the criminalization of homosexuality and that gay people are not criminals, that they are welcome in the Church, and that priests and bishops should not turn gays away by insensitive or judgemental words or actions.

But it must be kept in mind that apart from his being the President of the Conference of Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI) and the President of the Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conference (FABC), he is one of Pope Francis’ elite council of nine advisors on curial reform as also that he is on the commission for the elaboration of the Final Report of the 2015 Synod to which post he was recently appointed by Pope Francis.

He is therefore expected to be the guardian of orthodoxy and orthopraxis of the Universal Church and of Asian and Indian Catholics in particular.

However, at no time during the past two (now, five) years, since pastoral consultations commenced for the 2014 Synod, did our Cardinal consult the faithful whom he serves on the issues on which he now openly pontificates. 

What is condemnable are his consorting with “Catholic” pro-gay organisations and lobbies for gay rights such as New Ways Ministry and Quest in such a manner as to give them the false impression that indulging in homosexual activity is not sinful, and the impossible hope that homosexuality will one day be accorded acceptance and formal recognition by the Catholic Church. 

In fact, representatives of these groups who met the Cardinal came away believing that he would exercise his pro-gay influence on the Synod -- and more so on Pope Francis, the final arbiter of the outcome of the Synod -- because of his proximity to the Pontiff.

We do not see any problem with the Cardinal’s “saying Mass for an association of gay Catholics” but one wonders how they would be able to receive Holy Communion at Mass if they are practicing/active homosexuals, considering that nowhere in his pronouncements and interviews does the Cardinal explicitly state that indulging in homosexual acts is mortal sin, a truth that no “Catholic” gay activist desires to hear.

The Catholic Church has never been “against” homosexuality, but there are many places in the Holy Bible where homosexual behaviour is condemned as mortally sinful, such as Genesis 19: 1-29, Leviticus 18: 22-24, Leviticus 20: 13, Deuteronomy 23: 17-18; 1 Kings 14: 24, 1 Kings 15: 12, Judges 19: 22ff, Romans 1: 26-32, 1 Corinthians 6: 9, 1 Timothy 1: 8-10, 2 Peter 2: 6, Jude 1: 7, etc.” 

Marriage and family in the Catholic tradition, based on Divine Revelation, are between a man and a woman and not between two individuals of the same sex.

This move by Wendell Rodricks and Ruby Almeida did not happen all of a sudden. Figuring out his pro-gay disposition and “progressiveness”, the New Ways “Ministry” has been courting the Cardinal since the year 2013. I have presented the evidence for that in my earlier reports. 
What is Quest?
Quest http://questlgbti.uk/ 
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Pastoral Support for LGBT Catholics




Is “Pastoral Support for Gay Catholics” a good thing? It certainly is. IF it includes firmly insisting that active gay sex is a mortal sin that will lead to eternal damnation, and working with gays to help them to live celibate lives. But Quest is an organization of homosexuals and lesbians that exists solely to strive for the acceptance by the Catholic Church of LGBTQ “rights” as normal, like marriage between man and woman.
It is therefore blasphemous for Quest to include the Cross of our Redeemer Jesus Christ in their logo.

It would be a total waste of my time and energy to use the extensive contents of the Quest web pages to illustrate my condemnation of them. Of course, their “hero” is Pope Francis. They use his (highly criticised by conservative, orthodox and traditional Catholics) words to bolster their vain hope for full acceptance as proud, practising gays in the Church.

I wouldn’t say that Cardinal Oswald Gracias allowed himself to be manipulated by the “Catholic” gay lobby. The truth of the matter is that he has positioned himself as their ambassador and has progressively acted towards enabling them to attain acceptance without their having to abjure the sin of homosexuality.

It is not surprising that one will come across homosexualist Fr. James Martin all over Quest web pages. See

POPE FRANCIS-APPOINTED PRO-GAY JESUIT FR JAMES MARTIN 21 JULY 2017
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/POPE_FRANCIS-APPOINTED_PRO-GAY_JESUIT_FR_JAMES_MARTIN.doc
HOMOSEXUALIST JESUIT FR JAMES MARTIN IS A HERETIC 21 SEPTEMBER 2017 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HOMOSEXUALIST_JESUIT_FR_JAMES_MARTIN_IS_A_HERETIC.doc 

HOMOSEXUALIST JESUIT FR JAMES MARTIN IS A PROTAGONIST OF YOGA 13 SEPTEMBER 2017
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HOMOSEXUALIST_JESUIT_FR_JAMES_MARTIN_IS_A_PROTAGONIST_OF_YOGA.doc
What is New Ways Ministry?

I think that I have written enough about the pro-gay organization (pages 8 ff.) of my file no. 2 above.
Who is Ruby Almeida and what is the Global Network of Rainbow Catholics?
[image: image6.jpg]



She is an Indian living in London, U.K. She is the chairperson of Quest and co-chair of Global Network of Rainbow Catholics (GNRC). Significantly, the rainbow colours of the gay pride movement (see the logos of Quest and GNRC) have long been flaunted by the New Age Movement as one of their prominent symbols!
Almeida’s “testimony” is at http://questlgbti.uk/lgbt-catholic-testimony-ruby-almeida-london-india/. More such pro-gay, pro-“queer and Catholic” “testimonies” are available at http://questlgbti.uk/category/life-stories/. 
Their “Catholic teaching” http://questlgbti.uk/catholic-teaching-and-homosexuality/ is anything but.

Meet the current GNRC Board at http://rainbowcatholics.org/?page_id=95. The GNRC had hoped to influence in their favour the deliberations at the recently concluded (October 3-28) Synod on Youth at the Vatican.
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Who is Wendell Rodricks?

One doesn’t have to go further than Wikipedia to find out https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wendell_Rodricks: 
Wendell Rodricks is an Indian fashion designer based in the western Indian region of Goa. He has been listed among one Americas top ten designers. He is also an activist for social causes, the environment, and gay rights, being himself a homosexual.  

Born: 28 May 1960 (age 58 years), Goa
Spouse: Jerome Marrel
Marriage location: Paris, France 
Wendell Rodricks is openly gay in a country where same-sex fornication was recently overruled by law. He is married to Jerome Marrel in a civil ceremony in Paris. He met Marrel in Oman, in 1988, thanks to a friend, who set them up. Rodricks credits Marrel for his success as a fashion designer, in his biography, The Green Room.  In 2014, Government of India conferred upon him its fourth-highest civilian award, the Padma Shri. 

According to https://www.hindustantimes.com/brunch/designer-wendell-rodricks-and-partner-to-convert-their-home-to-a-museum-of-culture-and-love/story-np1Cw1xINWK5zePIsC938M.html, Marrel is 63 years old.
Rodricks is “married” to a man. It means that they engage in unnatural, non-procreative sex, against the order of nature and the law of God. While the Indian government has recently decriminalized his acts, the Church and his Creator still hold that he lives in a state of serious sin and will be consigned for all eternity to hell in the event of his death if unrepentant. But Cardinal Gracias does not want to acknowledge that. 
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The caption for the above Getty image is “Jerome Marrel and husband, Goan fashion designer and author, Wendell Rodricks … July 12, 2017”. Conversely, it will read “Wendell Rodricks and his wife…”
https://www.gettyimages.ca/detail/news-photo/jerome-marrel-and-husband-goan-fashion-designer-and-author-news-photo/813391370 
Ironically, Rodricks fancies himself to be a good Catholic and defends what he believes is “disrespect to Christianity”… “The Vatican should take them to court for blasphemy and using a crucifix as a sex ornament.” 

See https://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/designer-wendell-rodricks-blasts-met-gala-for-catholic-theme-118050801169_1.html and

HEAVENLY BODIES-FASHION AND THE CATHOLIC IMAGINATION-SCANDAL 10 MAY 2018
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HEAVENLY_BODIES-FASHION_AND_THE_CATHOLIC_IMAGINATION-SCANDAL.doc
Mumbai LGBTQ hotline gets Cardinal's blessings
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/lgbtq-hotline-gets-cardinals-blessings/article25395596.ece
By Deborah Cornelious, November 2, 2018
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Fashion designer Wendell Rodricks with Cardinal Gracias and Ruby Almeida who motivated him to approach the Archdiocese. Ms. Almeida is the London-based chairperson of Quest, an endeavour that offers pastoral support to queer Catholics   


Ripple effect of Section 377: Archdiocese of Bombay helps fashion designer Wendell Rodricks keep the faith

On October 31, Mumbai-born fashion designer Wendell Rodricks approached the Archdiocese of Bombay and sought an audience with Cardinal Oswald Gracias. He had an unusual request to make: could the Cardinal bless his plan to start a hotline to help the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer (LGBTQ) community, their families and friends and bring them closer to the church?

Cardinal Gracias has long been a progressive figure in the Indian Catholic church, but the outcome of the meeting was overwhelming for Mr. Rodricks. “I was moved to tears when Cardinal Gracias not only gave his total approval and support but also agreed to advise his clergy to be more compassionate and less condemning of the LGBTQ community,” he said, in a social media post. “At the end of our meeting, His Eminence placed his hand on my head and blessed me in a special way: ‘Christ bless us for the work we are doing for society’*. Suffice to say I felt blessed, grateful and immensely joyful. In smog-filled Bombay, my heart felt a rainbow in the sky.”

Mr. Rodricks’ initiative, which may take off later this month, is a result of feeling condemned by the church while growing up. “I have personally suffered,” he said on the phone from Goa. “If [a queer person’s] faith goes against them, it leads to psychological damage because they can’t get the acceptance.”

The as-of-now untitled social media endeavour aims to create a community not just of queer people but also allies and to prevent isolation and despair. “I will be the public face of this endeavour to establish a hotline to assist LGBTQ and family/friends who need guidance and support to keep the faith,” he said.

Two months ago, a five-judge panel led by Chief Justice of India, Dipak Misra, partially dissolved Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code, decriminalising sex by consenting homosexual adults. The Catholic Church, however, does not accept intercourse between members of the same sex. In this context, Cardinal Gracias’ support for the initiative -- like his stand on many other issues -- is being seen as a step forward. In the past, he has expressed the need for women’s inclusion in Catholic leadership, encouraged dialogue on sensitive matters such as same-sex relations and even said Father Franco Mulakkal, the Bishop of the Diocese of Jalandhar, accused of sexual assault by a nun, ought to step down and allow for a thorough investigation.

The spokesperson of the Archdiocese of Bombay, Father Nigel Barett told The Hindu, “The Cardinal has said that we have to be people who are supportive and the church has to be supportive of them. The church has been always welcoming and respectful of all people.” But he also reiterated that the church’s stance on homosexual relations remains unwavering. “The moral position has been one that the sexual act between members of the same sex is not endorsed or accepted.”

A sliver of hope

Mr. Rodricks was encouraged to approach the Archdiocese by Ruby Almeida, London-based chairperson of Quest, an endeavour that offers pastoral support to queer Catholics. Ms. Almeida has been working in the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex, queer (LGBTIQ) faith sector for over 15 years. “The local group set up in Mumbai will be working closely with Wendell Rodricks to address the needs of LGBTIQ Catholics initially in Mumbai and Goa,” said Ms. Almeida. “We very much hope other [religious] groups can look to us for support to [address] faith amongst the LGBTI community which had been overlooked till now.”

The response to Mr. Rodricks’ initiative among the LGBTQ community has been mixed. Andrew, a 33-year-old communications trainer, finds Mr. Rodricks’ exercise futile. A keen participant in Church activities like the choir and lector’s group, he was unaffected by the Church’s stance on his sexual orientation. “I continued practising my faith and living my life,” he says. “I don’t see the sense of having [an online presence]. The moment you have an online portal, there will be conflicting opinions and people posting nonsense. If the Church feels we are accepted, they should just say it and that should be more than sufficient.”

But 29-year-old Mark, a design professional, is hopeful that Mr. Rodricks’ plans will help young queer Catholics like him. “I felt like I was sinning,” he says, reminiscing his childhood. “I remember confessing having feelings for another man to a priest and he told me it’s okay to feel the attraction but acting on it is a sin.” Mark doesn’t go to Church any more. “I still have a relationship with God and Jesus but I don’t think [being gay] is a sin. I’m not a freak of nature but even freaks of nature were created by God. He’s created everything.”

*Cardinal Oswald Gracias condones the sinful lifestyle of all active, fornicating gays by his literal blessing of Rodricks, and is thus a party to the guilt and punishment of their sins.

Designer Rodricks' hotline for LGBTQ community gets Catholic Church nod 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/designer-rodricks-hotline-for-lgbtq-community-gets-catholic-church-nod-5433164/ 
By Srinath Rao, November 4, 2018
After a lifetime seeing LGBT members of the Catholic Church become despondent over a lack of acceptance, acclaimed fashion designer Wendell Rodricks was moved to tears on Wednesday when Cardinal Oswald Gracias, the Archdiocese of Bombay blessed his plans to start a hot-line that will provide support and guidance to queer individuals and their families to keep the faith.

Goa-based Rodricks and Ruby Almeida, who runs the Global Network of Rainbow Catholics, which brings together organisations working for the pastoral care and justice for LGBT individuals living in every continent, met Cardinal Gracias in Mumbai to appraise him of their plans.
“I was moved to tears when Cardinal Gracias not only gave his total approval and support but also agreed to advise his clergy to be more compassionate and less condemning of the LGBTQ community. At the end of our meeting, His Eminence placed his hand on my head and blessed me in a special way that “Christ bless us for the work we are doing for society”. Suffice to say I felt indeed blessed, grateful and immensely joyful. In smog filled Bombay, my heart felt a rainbow in the sky,” wrote Rodricks on his Facebook page a day later describing the meeting.

Speaking to The Indian Express, Rodricks added, “I am doing this and putting myself out there as the face of this platform because of the youth. I do not want them to feel that they are sinners and condemned by their faith. We have had a historic win with the 377 judgement. With the Supreme Court with us, it is now time for our faith to be with us,” he said.

Almeida said that the priority is to have an online presence. “Our immediate need is to have a website which has resources available. It will take some time set up the hot-line. We will also need to create a network of people. We will start in Mumbai and Goa and connect with other groups around the country working on LGBT rights,” she said. With her extensive experience in petitioning Church leaders, Almeida will provide assistance to the group in firming up their plans.
Almeida claimed that this move is the first instance of the LGBT community in India addressing the issue of faith. “We have to support those who have faith. It is wonderful that Wendell has agreed to put his name to this. It raises the profile of what we are doing. We had met many other people who were afraid to take on the issue of faith,” she said.
While the Supreme Court’s decision decriminalisation homosexuality between consenting adults in September was hailed as a major victory, Almeida is among those field workers who believes that the tougher battle on the ground will only begin now.
Rodricks said that the planned hotline is not aimed solely at LGBT persons but also at providing avenues of communication for their family and friends, “who feel uncomfortable to answer to society.”
His Facebook post garnered a lot of praise with noted LGBT rights activist Ashok Row Kavi commenting that the move “will save a lot of terrible people from what I call ‘self exile'”.

“In the past, the Church wasn’t supportive of our community. In my case, my parents were supportive. There were a lot of others who wanted to be spiritual but left the Church. They took to drugs, alcohol and some even committed suicide,” Rodricks said.
He added that after the Pope Francis told global church leaders at last month’s Synod of Bishops at The Vatican to be compassionate to members of the LGBT members, parish priests now have no choice but to comply.

The Catholic Church, Almeida said, is beginning to understand that change needs to happen. “The Pope has given permission for Bishops to ask what do we need. He is very clear that Bishops have to engage with the LGBT community. We in the congregation have to understand the Church’s needs and the Church has to understand our needs. It has to be a symbiotic relationship,” she said.

She added that the permission granted by Cardinal Gracias could set a template for other religious communities to follow. “Other faith groups should look at who is not coming to the temple, who is not coming to the mosque, and think of ways to address that. A dialogue needs to begin,” she said.

Father Nigel Barrett, spokesperson for the Archdiocese, said that he could not comment on the Church’s involvement in Almeida’s and Rodricks’ plans because he was not privy to the closed door meeting they held with the Cardinal. “The cardinal is in Germany and I will only know details of the meeting once he returns on Tuesday,” he said.
Father Barrett added however, that the social media campaign is not at odds with the Catholic Church’s long-held views on homosexuality. After the court’s verdict, the Catholic Bishops Conference of India had reiterated that homosexuality continues to be morally unacceptable in the Catholic perspective even though it is no longer a crime. “The Church doesn’t say that we don’t care about you. It is not necessary that we agree with your moral point of view. We have not changed our moral point of view but Pope Francis has changed the way we approach them (the LGBT community),” he said.
Row Kavi said that Rodricks’ involvement is a big step towards reconciling sexuality with religion. “I do not believe that they are such good companions. But if he can convince Catholics that their lives have value as gay people then it is a great initiative. If he is able to remove the feeling of guilt from among LGBT members of the Catholic community then it is a big step forward. He is using the Church to save his own community,” he said.
Rodricks’ statements are nothing but wishful thinking.

Cardinal Oswald Gracias’ actions are not representative of the Catholic Church and of its two thousand year old hermeneutic of continuity on sexual morals. The caption of the article below is misleading.
Church backs Wendell to set up LGBTQ support platform
https://epaper.timesgroup.com/Olive/ODN/TimesOfIndia/shared/ShowArticle.aspx?doc=TOIGO%2F2018%2F11%2F02&entity=Ar02003&sk=5D8170BB&mode=text# 
By Flexcia D’Souza, November 2, 2008

The landmark Supreme Court judgment decriminalising homosexuality has opened the floodgates of change in the country. Wendell Rodricks, designer and outspoken supporter of LGBTQ rights, has embraced this change and taken a logical step forward. Wendell met Cardinal Oswald Gracias, the Archbishop of Bombay, on Wednesday and sought the Catholic Church’s approval to start a social media campaign to help the gay community, their families and friends and bring them closer to the church.

Cardinal Gracias not only gave his approval, but also agreed to advise his clergy to be more compassionate and less condemning of the LGBTQ community. “We told him what we had in mind — we want to ensure people don’t go away from the church, but embrace it. We requested him to ask his priests to follow this, even if some of them have their own orthodox ideas. He didn’t even take a moment to think, but agreed immediately. He said he was approving this and we could start the online campaign and he would support it,” he says.

Wendell’s meeting with the Cardinal was fixed by Ruby Almeida, the chairperson of QUEST, a pastoral support group for LGBTQ Catholics. Wendell is in the process of setting up a hotline to assist those within the gay community who need guidance and support to keep their faith. “The aim is to encourage the LGBTQ community to not abandon the church. The Pope has been advising us to be compassionate, and not condemning. We thought of first getting the approval of the Cardinal, who was in Italy for a month and couldn’t meet us. But when he returned, he gracefully met Ruby and me,” says Wendell.

At the end of the meeting, the Cardinal blessed him. “His Eminence placed his hand on my head and blessed me in a special way, saying, ‘Christ bless us for the work we are doing for society’. I felt blessed indeed, grateful and immensely joyful. In smog-filled Mumbai, my heart felt a rainbow in the sky,” he says. “I am very religious. I don’t think anyone should feel the need to abandon God just because of a few people’s derogatory comments in the past.” 

A big step forward for LGBTQ
Wendell knows that there’s a lot of work ahead. “We have to set up a name for the organisation and then reach out to the clergy and explain our aim to them. It is not just for LGBTQ members, but also for their families and friends. They often don’t know how to react when people ridicule them. We want to show families and friends how to cope with it. We will make sure there’s an outreach, so that anybody in the community facing problems, especially related to the church, can call us up.”

Talking about how this positive involvement of the church is a big step for the LGBTQ community, he says, “I wish this had happened when I was young. For years, the church had condemned the LGBTQ community. But the Pope has embraced us in an equal manner. I think we should use this opportunity because not only do we have a Pope who is compassionate, but the law is on our side as well after the Section 377 verdict. We want everybody to feel like they are a part of the church, and not feel abandoned. If the Cardinal is with us, everybody else will be too. This doesn’t just apply to Mumbai or Goa, but to the entire country.” 

This ministry received several emails from Catholics who are concerned about what the Cardinal did. One telephone call even informed me to expect a Mumbai daily to contact me for my comments. However, I said that I would not respond to such a call because I was apprehensive that I might be misquoted. The call never came.
As one Catholic wrote to me, “Obviously the (proposed) helpline (of Rodricks, blessed by the Cardinal) is not to help gays out of their homosexuality”. It isn’t. Its purpose is to affirm them in their sin.

UPDATE

Letter (name withheld) received criticizing this report by an individual in full time ministry:

Subject: Your judgement of Gracious Date: Tue, 6 Nov 2018 09:50:31 +0530
Dear Mike,
I cannot but disapprove of your attitude and analysis of the situation. The article is very clear. The Church needs to stop condemning the community as outcasts. Are they greater sinners than you or me?  The Cardinal is calling for compassion and understanding. He is not advocating compromise. There is a big difference which I am surprised you have overlooked.  It is the same as saying "Christ loved the sinner but not the sin". Unless we first love the sinner (you and me included) we cannot expect him to change. Change of attitude must come first after which yes, they will have to change their lifestyles in order to come back to Christ and Church. You have read what you want to. You have not been objective enough due to your own war with Church and have judged the Cardinal as accepting the Gay lifestyle, as indicated in red. You could not be more wrong.

But it is a dicey situation. Do you expect the Church to come out hard in public, against LGBT? In which case you can ever forget that they would ever return to Church and Christ.

On the other hand, yes, it does seem that the Church is not clear on its stand and is accepting the lifestyle. But you more than anyone else should realize what the Church's true stand is and why such statements/interviews are given.

I would hope you will make necessary corrections in your analysis and views and undo the damage done.

Letters (names withheld) received concurring with the contents and conclusions of this report:

Date: Tue, 6 Nov 2018 18:30:09 +0000
You have just stated what has been the Church official teaching on gay sex. The Church rightly does not condemn the gay person but wants him/her to know that an active gay lifestyle is against the will of God. The gay tendencies themselves are not sinful just as the temptations to sin r not themselves sin. 
It is only when one acts on the temptation that is called sin by the Church and it is mortal sin if one does it knowingly with full culpability.  And the Church does teach clearly that mortal sin if not confessed in the Sacrament of Reconciliation with a firm resolve to not commit the sin again will lead to eternal death of the soul. So accepting gay people in the Church is in itself not wrong provided they are taught the clear teaching of the Church and are helped to leave their sinful lifestyle and live either celibate life or once come out of that lifestyle have normal marriage in the Church with a person of the opposite sex. Only in that respect should the Church be open to the gay Catholics. If by welcoming them in the Church is meant accepting their lifestyle and not leading them to change their lifestyle then it would only mean that the Church is now going against her own age-old teaching which would be very dangerous since then the Church would lose her credibility. Also it will be a scandal which will lead Catholics to believe that gay lifestyle has received the Church blessing so it is OK and hence will lead the Church into accepting what is sinful as not any longer sinful. That can further lead to encouraging Catholics to have lifestyles which are anti-life since such relationship can never bear new life. There are huge negative repercussions of accepting gay lifestyle as OK.
I don't think you need to be apologetic to anyone who has condemned your analysis in this article. You are right and should not change your stance at all. You have nowhere condemned the person himself but his current lifestyle; also you have rightly spoken against the Cardinal for not stating the clear teaching of the Church to the concerned person (or maybe he has; we don't know)  
There can be a helpline to accompany gay Catholics to understand the implications of their lifestyle so that they can themselves take a decision to change their lifestyle to not put their soul in jeopardy of eternal death. But if the helpline will only welcome them in the Church without leading them to change their lifestyle as per official Church teaching then the very purpose is defeated. The purpose of welcoming gay people in the Church should not be to confirm them in their sinful lifestyle but to help them on the path to eternal life in heaven by repenting and changing their lifestyle as per Church teaching. If the Cardinal does not teach that then he is wrong; for that matter any Catholic including the Pope himself would be wrong. This is because the teaching of the Church as it stands on gay sex today cannot allow a Catholic living an active gay lifestyle to be in full communion with the Church until he changes his lifestyle and confesses sacramentally.
I further understand that some Catholics could have got into the homosexual lifestyle without knowing the official Church teaching on it. Till the time they came to know about the Church teaching the lifestyle has become a forceful habit difficult to change; because of this habit the culpability of the person may be less and may not be as grievous as mortal sin. Such people could be accompanied compassionately and helped to leave the lifestyle which may take a long time. But those who purposely don't want to give up their gay lifestyle they cannot escape the punishment since their sin becomes mortal. Leaving a sinful lifestyle is always a struggle and as long as the person makes an effort to come out of it he can always be accompanied by the Church to live a holy life acceptable to God. –A charismatic prayer group leader
Date: Tue, 6 Nov 2018 17:52:14 +0530

Your research is comprehensive. I have not read all the links you have provided. I took the Wendell episode in isolation.

A concern I have is that while we are showing mercy and compassion, no one seems to be saying "don't give in to your instincts/urges/desires"

Yet another point is that we are slow to issue statements. … By the silence we hope dust will gather and the issue forgotten. After all today people have gold fish memories. This silence some take as everything is permitted in the Church. I want someone to say what is and what is not done. There is so much confusion and our silence just adds to it.

It takes all sorts of nuts to make a good fruit cake. So it is with life. You need not accept the criticism of the person. He is free to his opinion as you are to yours. Stones are thrown at fruit bearing trees. Finally we have to account to our Maker not to any bishop or the Pope.

Keep up the good work. –An individual close to the Cardinal and Bishops
Subject: Sent this on 7 Nov at 1.32am Date: Sun, 18 Nov 2018 13:12:06 +0530

I have gone through your report and find nothing out of place. You have reported accurately based on the press clippings that are displayed and typed in. Also you are correct in your assessment that Cardinal Ossie Gracious is complicit in the sin because of his endorsement (without condemning the sin) of an openly gay person "married" to another man.

God Bless you for your unstinting and consistent response to public figures violating the teachings of the Church.

Thank you very much. –An individual in full time international/national ministry
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