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Here we have Bombay Archbishop Cardinal Oswald Gracias and Auxiliary Bishop Agnelo Gracias endorsing the Alpha Course as a “tool of evangelization”. Evangelization of whom? Non-Catholics? Not so. The Indian Church anyway does no real evangelization but cooperates in conducting interfaith prayer meetings, and engages in Interreligious “dialogue”. The Alpha programme, invented by Protestants who reject the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist, do not share our understanding of the Communion of Saints and do not venerate the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of the Church, is supposedly used to “evangelize” Catholics! 
See the content of the Alpha-related files listed on page 22 of the present file.

Nicky Gumbel’s Alpha course is rejected and condemned by many eminent Catholic writers and apologists.

(There are a thousand ways to be wrong and only one way to be right
EXTRACT http://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/degrading-embarrassing VIDEO 06:12
By Michael Voris, February 1, 2016
[…] ALPHA was developed in England by a non-Catholic as a way to bring people to Generic Jesus, and barely that. It is more than watered down — it's ridiculous. It barely resembles Christianity in general, and speaks of almost nothing regarding the Church — certainly not its necessity. It ignores the sacraments, ignores the councils, ignores the Blessed Mother, ignores Purgatory, ignores the papacy, ignores the saints, ignores the liturgy. But in typical protestant style, it does concentrate on Scripture — by corrupting them. 

Now, the sorry excuse that weak Church leaders give for peddling this barely warmed-over Reformation trash as being suitable in a Catholic setting is they have developed a "Catholic addendum" for it, a little add-on. 

So you hear 10 to 13 weeks of Protestant (and by that we mean heretical) nonsense, and then a thin veneer of Catholicism-lite at the last minute. […]
(No Protestantism
EXTRACT http://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/no-protestantism VIDEO 08:08
By Michael Voris, April 12, 2016
[…] One large example of protestantization of the Catholic Church is the alleged catechetical program called ALPHA being promoted officially by the archdiocese of Detroit**. 
ALPHA is evangelical protestantism, which suffers greatly from its presentation of the Church. So even the name is weird: "ALPHA from a Catholic Perspective" is easily re-styled to "Evangelical Protestantism From a Catholic Perspective."

How do you teach Catholics about Catholicism using manuals and videos and lectures born out of the Evangelical tradition? Simple question: Do you think for one moment that Evangelical Protestant denominations are sitting around learning about Evangelical Protestantism from a Catholic perspective?

Case closed. No more phony Catholicism. Protestantism is a heresy, even if it's dressed up for the party. […] But it’s phony Catholicism. It presents an evangelical protestant perspective, especially in its ecclesiology, its teaching about Church. […]
(This isn’t evangelization; it’s a fraud…
EXTRACT http://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/detroit-degradation VIDEO 06:25
April 13, 2016 

[…] "ALPHA From a Catholic Perspective" (is) sometimes called "ALPHA in a Catholic Context."

ALPHA is a series of classes and videos and lectures presented over the period of about 10 weeks produced by a man by the name of Nicky Gumbel from England, who comes from an Evangelical Protestant background and makes a lot of money peddling his watered-down, barely Christian course. His program is so insulting to the Catholic faith, by manner of omission that Catholics have had to try to reconstitute it and make it sound more Catholic, even by changing its name.

The lectures and videos that are read or presented to Catholics are written by an Evangelical Protestant who rejects the notion of the Catholic Church being instituted by Christ, rejects a Catholic understanding of the sacraments, rejects a Catholic understanding of the Scripture, never breathes a word about the Queen of Heaven, the Blessed Sacrament, the hierarchy of the Church, the devotional life, sanctifying grace, actual grace, the need for sacramental confession, the Sacrifice of the Mass, mortal sin — we could go on and on, but you get the idea.

The archbishop of Detroit, Allen Vigneron, had gotten such conflicting views about the program that he actually had a theological critique commissioned by a significant local theologian. That critique ran out to 38 pages in length — 38 pages of critique which concluded that ALPHA presents an Evangelical Protestant perspective, especially in its ecclesiology, its understanding of the Church. […]
Here is an evaluation from His Eminence Cardinal Raymond Burke of the ALPHA program written to all of the people in the authentically Catholic Marian Catechist program, which the archdiocese of Detroit and Abp. Allen Vigneron should switch to immediately.
TO: All Members of the Marian Catechist Apostolate

FROM: Raymond Leo Cardinal Burke, International Director of the Marian Catechist Apostolate

SUBJECT: Directive to Marian Catechists regarding the program "ALPHA in a Catholic Context"  

DATE: December 3, 2015
It has come to my attention that a program called "ALPHA in a Catholic Context" has been recommended to some Marian Catechists.

“It has come to my attention that a program called "ALPHA in a Catholic Context" has been recommended to some Marian Catechists. Having studied the program, both from the perspective of doctrine and methodology, I must make it clear that the program may not be used, in any form, in the Marian Catechist Apostolate and that Marian Catechists are not to become involved with it. While, like so many similar programs, ALPHA may seem to offer a more attractive and effective form of evangelization and catechesis, it does not have the doctrinal and methodological foundations required for the teaching of the Catholic Faith.”
(When it comes to bad evangelization, the question must be asked: “Where's the beef?”
EXTRACT http://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/wheres-the-beef VIDEO 09:43
By Michael Voris, April 15, 2016
[…] The seven sacraments, the authority of the Church, the charism of papal infallibility, the ministerial priesthood, the Sacrifice of the Mass, the Blessed Virgin Mary — the list is quite extensive. Protestants reject all of that. That's what they are protesting and how they get their name. So quite obviously, ALPHA covers none of these topics. And why would anyone expect it would? ALPHA is, after all, a program by Protestants for Protestants.

It covers nothing, touches on nothing, for example, about the Church or the nature of the Church. It considers Church to mean a bunch of people who all believe to varying degrees in Christ and nothing more than that. That is very different from how Catholics understand Church, Her nature, Her Mission, Her very character, Her very charter.

And that's just one of many examples where ALPHA goes off the rails as far as Catholics are concerned. […]
(From: name withheld To: Prabhu Sent: Thursday, March 04, 2010 4:57 PM Subject: Alpha course

My experience of the Alpha Training Course held at Pilar Reanimation Centre, Goa, India, 22 to 25 February 2010…
For more, see pages 3 to 5 of the file* listed on page 22 of the present file. It contains an excellent analysis of the ALPHA Course that was attended by an Indian Catholic couple in full time international ministry.

(Should ALPHA be used in a Catholic Context? - An Analysis

www.ourladyswarriors.org/dissent/alpha1.htm EXTRACT
By Gillian Van Der Lande, 1999
As a Catholic who has participated in full in an ALPHA Course in a Catholic parish and who has viewed, read and studied the ALPHA Course materials, my short answer to the above question is an unequivocal "No." […]

For more, see pages 6 to 10 of the file* listed on page 22 of the present file.

(Commentary by Rod Pead (UK) in January 1999

http://www.christianorder.com/features/features_1999/features_jan99.html EXTRACT
The latest in the long line of New Age/Protestant trojan horses to be wheeled into Catholic parishes with episcopal blessing is ALPHA. […]
For more, see page 10 of the file* listed on page 22 of the present file.
(Is ALPHA for Catholics?


www.ourladyswarriors.org/dissent/alpha2.htm EXTRACT
By William J. Cork, D. Min., 2007
[…] An evaluation of ALPHA materials reveals that Alpha does not offer simply "basic Christian truths" common to all, but presents specific teachings on the Church, the Sacraments, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit that constitute the theology of the Charismatic Protestantism which gave birth to Alpha.

Alpha presents a gospel which is reduced to "me and Jesus," and the Church becomes merely a gathering of people who have come to faith in Christ. The order of the Course speaks volumes. First the individual believes in Jesus, then he reads the Bible, prays, is filled with the Holy Spirit, is encouraged to speak in tongues, is given Communion, told to resist evil, learns about and experiences faith healing and only then does the Alpha Course mention the Church! […]
For more, see pages 11 to 16 of the file* listed on page 22 of the present file.
(The Dangers of Protestant Material 

http://grigaitis.net/?doc=weekly/2006/2006-02-10.html EXTRACT
By R. J. Grigaitis S.F.O., February 10, 2006

[…] The ALPHA Course is not meant as reference material, but as formation material. Catholics should not be forming others with heresy; therefore, the Alpha Course should not be used by Catholics. […]
For more, see pages 117 to 118 of the file* listed on page 22 of the present file
(Nicky Gumbel's Alpha Course 

http://grigaitis.net/?doc=weekly/2006/2006-02-17.html EXTRACT
By R. J. Grigaitis S.F.O., February 17, 2006

I've taken the ALPHA Course; twice actually. Both times were in a Baptist church that a couple of my friends belong to. I enjoyed it (obviously since I took it a second time). I thought it was great to see an Anglican clergyman talked about a Catholic saint in a Baptist church. Very ecumenical! Or was it? 

Being truly ecumenical or interdenominational requires common ground alone, which the Alpha Course does not. I noticed a few heretical errors in the videos… I decided that that Alpha Course cannot be used by anyone claiming to be Catholic… running the course unchecked would only lead would-be Catholics into heresy. There is no doubt about it; Catholics cannot run the Alpha Course! […]
For more, see pages 118 to 119 of the file* listed on page 22 of the present file
(Sola Scriptura 

http://grigaitis.net/?doc=weekly/2006/2006-02-24.html EXTRACT
By R. J. Grigaitis S.F.O., February 24, 2006

[…] If a Catholic believes in Sola Scriptura, he is open to the "biblical" proselytising of "Bible believing Christians," and Christian-like sects. Most ex-Catholics are ex-Catholics because they first believed in the Sola Scriptura heresy. This is why Catholics cannot run the ALPHA Course… Sola Scriptura is one of the most damaging heresies to ever shake the Church. It must not be supported in anyway by Catholics, such as by sponsoring an Alpha Course. What must be done is root out any semblance of Sola Scriptura found in the faithful. […]

For more, see page 119 of the file* listed on page 22 of the present file
(A Letter to Nicky Gumbel
http://grigaitis.net/?doc=weekly/2006/2006-05-05.html 
By R. J. Grigaitis S.F.O., May 5, 2006
For more, see pages 119-120 of the file* listed on page 22 of the present file
(Alpha and the 'New Evangelization' 
http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?id=4310&CFID=40618445&CFTOKEN=53043749 EXTRACT
By Paul Likoudis
[…] ALPHA's official "questions and answers" on the use of the copyrighted program remind users that: 

— "Catholic Alpha uses the Alpha course as it stands." 

— "On the question of sacraments, Alpha is seriously deficient from a Catholic point of view. There is only recognition of Baptism and the Eucharist explicitly," and quotes program designer Nicky Gumbel: "Teaching on the sacraments is limited, in the sense that we only teach in Alpha what all the major denominations and traditions are agreed about…" 

As Van Der Lande observed: "The key book Questions of Life by Nicky Gumbel is recommended as course reading. It contains all these errors and many more written in a plausible and readable style. This unqualified recommendation, in itself, reinforces this Protestant teaching as being acceptable. […]
Alpha recognizes only one priesthood, "The priesthood of all believers" (p. 230). The priest is the "elder" of the community, "a leader in the church" but "not a sacrificing priest." The "Eucharist" then is reduced to merely "the Lord's Supper" and is most emphatically not a "sacrifice." 

"As regards the Sacrament of Baptism," Van Der Lande continues, "it is regarded as being a visible mark of being 'a member of the Church' and 'a visible sign of what it means to be a Christian' in that 'it signifies cleansing from sin, dying, and rising with Christ to a new life and the living water which the Holy Spirit brings to our lives' (Questions of Life, p. 221). Alpha's teaching understands Baptism in terms of a Church membership ritual alone that does not confer but rather confirms something that has already taken place. I say this in that Alpha understands that the Holy Spirit is received prior to Baptism when a person commits himself or herself publicly to Christ and hands are laid on them, by committed Christians, Alpha leaders, lay or clerical, to invoke the coming down of the Holy Spirit." […]
Among the components of the "Catholic" add-on "elements" of the program are two tapes, Why Should I Listen to the Church? and Why Bother Going to Mass? Both will give little reason for an affirmative answer and, indeed, may leave the viewer with reasons to think there are no convincing reasons to either listen to the Church or go to Mass. […]
For more, see pages 121-124 of the file* listed on page 22 of the present file
(Bad Directions

http://www.catholic.com/thisrock/2006/0603ltrs.asp
By Trevor Collins Northland, New Zealand
Why are so many Catholics turning to people such as Rick Warren for "spiritual nourishment" ("Wrong Turn," December 2005)? Even in our own little country of New Zealand, new pastors and churches pop up at regular intervals. What Warren is preaching sounds very much like Nicky Gumbel of Holy Trinity (Church of England) in London and his "ALPHA Course," which has been going since 1990 and is now preached about in many countries. One English commentator who did one of these courses, because it had been given the go ahead by some Catholic parishes, made this comment: "Catholics beware."
The Church’s main concerns lie with the Alpha Course’s treatment of the sacraments and its promotion of a Church united by spirit rather than shared faith. It teaches that revelation is based on the Bible alone. Gumbel reduces church to "simply a gathering of Christians who get together to worship God, hear what God is saying to them, and make friends." Catholicism is presented as just one of many denominations in a "universal church."

CATHOLIC ANSWERS FORUM 

(A. Alpha Course 
http://forums.catholic.com/showthread.php?t=189007 

In response to my enquiring from him whether Catholics may use the Alpha Course, Steve Ray, Catholic apologist and former Baptist pastor, had sent me the above and following catholic.com links.

QUESTION: 
Are you familiar with the ALPHA course and if so, is it something Catholics should become involved in? 
-Telame, October 5, 2007
POSTING 1: If you are looking for a beginner's class in Christianity for Catholics, look no further than your parish's RCIA Catechesis program. The Alpha course is a Christian beginner basics class that purports to present "mere Christianity" in a way that is acceptable to all denominations. (Personally, I doubt that this is even possible.) 
-jmcrae, October 5, 2007 

POSTING 2: Another resource on the Alpha Course, from the Australian Marian Academy of the Immaculate Conception: ALPHA UNSCRAMBLED
AMAIC has a number of very good analyses of modernist problems on this site. 
-JohnPaulTwoTwo, October 9, 2007  

POSTING 3: Every Catholic that I know that has taken the Alpha Course is now not in line with church teaching. Take that for what it's worth. 
-Seatuck, October 10, 2007 

POSTING 4: I believe it. Everyone I know either dropped out of the program early because they couldn't stand to hear all of the misinformation, or ended up joining the Centre Street Church (an evangelical organization associated with the Baptists) and leaving the Catholic Church because they were taught in Alpha that the Catholic Church "adds on" to the essential Gospel message (because when presenting the Alpha course, Catholic Churches have to use a package that says right on the box, "Catholic Add-Ons"). 
-jmcrae, October 10, 2007  

(B. Alpha Program use in Catholic Church 
http://forums.catholic.com/showthread.php?t=1500  

QUESTION: 
Our Parish is looking to start an ALPHA Program to attract the "non-churched" in our town. This is a Protestant based program but tries to stick to "Basic Christianity" in its presentations. There are presentations that don't square with Catholic principles and I think should be addressed. Our group, being modern Catholics, seems to lean toward being "ecumenical" and letting the people decide what denomination to attend after, as long as they "know Jesus" type attitude. Anybody out there use this program? What kind of adjustments do you make, if any, to conform to Catholic teaching? 
-dadx6, June 2, 2004
POSTING 1: The Alpha program is a British Church of England (Evangelical) program. I attended the program as a guest at my local Anglican church when I heard that our local Catholic Church was going to use it.
Nicky Gumbel the author has made it clear that under the copyright any Church using the program must use it in its entirety. That is why Catholic alpha at the end of the course uses two videos to supplement the program. So for example under the copyright you cannot change any mistakes you find.
When I was on the program I started to find many problems from the Catholic point of view. The main book which is used is "Questions of Life" and you use this through the program. In chapter 4 is the Evangelical teaching that you are assured of eternal life with Jesus. In chapter 11 it gives a rule that Christians can only marry other Christians, obviously this is preferable but not a rigid rule in the Catholic Church. In chapter 14 it mentions that Church does not mean one specific denomination and also that the Pentecostal churches success in South America is due to the fact that they are laity led and not pulpit or altar led. Worst of all in the same chapter it talks about Holy Communion. The bread and wine "represents" the body and blood of Jesus.
I phoned a few Catholic parishes which used this course and asked them how they dealt with the errors and the universal reply was "what errors?"
There are a large range of Alpha books and in one I picked up it said that the Catholic teaching on divorce and remarriage is wrong.
This program has been controversial in a few Catholic circles but also in some Church of England circles because of its Evangelical bias.

But remember most of all that Nicky Gumbel has said that if you use this program you must use it in its entirety.
We Catholics should come up with our own good programs and I do believe that a certain Scott Hahn has one up and running. 
-Robin Hood June 2, 2004
POSTING 2: Posted by Seanie on catholic-convert.com board (that’s apologist Steve Ray’s blog):
It's not Catholic. It's a Protestant course with a Catholic bit at the end. 
I wrote this in the past, but it's worth repeating: 
There's: 
-no mention of the Catholic understanding of Sacraments, 
-no teaching on the teaching authority of the Church, 
-no mention of Mary, of the Mass as a sacrifice, 
-no mention of the sacraments other than Baptism and Eucharist, 
-no room for the Magisterium of the Catholic Church, 
-no room for any distinctly Catholic teaching, 
-no room for Sacred Tradition, 
-no guidance on how to know truth from error (instead, everything is subjective; people are asked what they think! Forget about objective truth!) 

Nicky Gumbel says in one place that the differences between Protestants and Catholics are: 
"totally insignificant compared to the things that unite us...we need to UNITE around the death of Jesus, the resurrection of Jesus; the absolute essential things at the core of the Christian faith on which we are all agreed. We need to give people liberty to disagree on the things which are secondary." (Session 13 White Alpha training manual pp 63-68 Video V Talk 14.) 
In other words Gumbel is saying that only those doctrines which Catholics and Protestants agree on are primary, and those they disagree on are "the things which are secondary"! If this is the case, then I invite Nicky Gumbel to join the Catholic Church without delay; he will surely have no objection, if he thinks the Catholic Church’s only differences with his beliefs are "secondary". This of course is nonsense; the differences are anything but "totally insignificant"; they are very real and denying they exist will not help anyone. 
In actual fact, even by Gumbel’s definition of unity, we are NOT united around the death and resurrection of Jesus, as Protestants in general have an erroneous view of the atonement of Christ which is not compatible with the Catholic teaching. And what view of the death and resurrection of Jesus are we supposed to unite around, considering the fact that Catholic magisterial authority has no place in Alpha? The Protestant view, of course. 
The real aim of the Alpha course it seems is to get everyone to believe in a sort of "lowest common denominator" of Christianity, with nobody causing any offense about doctrinal issues (in other words, "let’s have unity at the expense of truth"), and everyone believing just some of the absolute basics, but leaving out issues like authority, the nature of justification, grace, the Sacraments, and so on. 
In another place, Nicky Gumbel writes: 
"we make it a rule on Alpha never to criticise another denomination, another Christian church or a Christian leader." (Telling Others, p114). So, that's why I say the Alpha Course isn't Catholic. 

-Seanie, June 5, 2004
(C. Alpha Ministries – 10 Part Series 

http://forums.catholic.com/showthread.php?t=110069 

QUESTION:
My parish is running a 10-part series put on by ALPHA and taught by a guy named Nicky Gumbel. The series seems awfully Protestant in nature, and sells one of those “least common denominator” type of messages - “It’s all about Jesus, right?” The absence of content about the Sacraments, the Church, the Magisterium, etc., troubles me, and I am curious if anyone has attended one of these programs for Catholics, or knows more about this group? The website is www.alpha.org. 
-cjaubert, September 18, 2006

POSTING 1: There do seem to be some Catholics who don't like Alpha. They make for interesting reading and make some good points: http://www.ourladyswarriors.org/dissent/alpha1.htm
The second page may be better and gives proper references: http://www.ourladyswarriors.org/dissent/alpha2.htm
I can't comment too much as when I did an Alpha course it was in an Anglican church. And sat in on part of a course being run for actors in Soho. However, the Catholic Alpha course is meant to take the course "as is". Given its lack of mention of many key issues about the Church and the Catholic life that may cause problems. If the videos by Nicky Gumbel are used, rather than having a Catholic teacher talk then the problems would be increased. 
It's not only that the things distinctive to Catholicism are left out to be covered in another course. It is that some things contrary to Catholicism are included. Things concerning the nature of the Church, the priesthood, the sacraments, etc. 

If Gumbel's talks aren't used (they don't have to be) then whoever is leading could give correct teaching on these things, stick within the outline of the course and make it thoroughly Catholic. If his talks are used there will be errors.
There may be other problems when you consider that Gumbel presents a pretty specific pentecostal perspective on the charismatic gifts. In his talks Gumbel presents a picture of Christianity that almost says "come to Jesus, you'll have a problem free life" (that's a criticism from a friend who is a Presbyterian minister).
Anyway, that's all been negative. There are good things about Alpha. But there must be a more Catholic alternative that's better. 

-asteroid, September 18, 2006
POSTING 2: Article 1324 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church says, "The Eucharist is “the source and summit of the Christian life. The other sacraments, and indeed all ecclesiastical ministries and works of the apostolate, are bound up with the Eucharist and are oriented toward it. For in the blessed Eucharist is contained the whole spiritual good of the Church, namely Christ himself, our Pasch.” 
Further, the General Instruction of the Roman Missal says, “The celebration of the Mass . . . is for the universal and the local Church, as well as for each person, the center of the whole Christian life.”

As far as I can tell (and I would most certainly appreciate correction if I am wrong or misinformed), the Alpha course makes only a passing reference to the Eucharist (and never says it is source and summit of Christian life), and does not mention the Mass as the center of the whole Christian life at all. My question is, if the Alpha course is truly designed to help Catholics, how can it omit an analysis of the Eucharist - the source and summit of Christian life - and the Mass - the center of the whole Christian life? 
POSTING 3: If one does not live by bread alone, but by EVERY word that comes forth from the mouth of God, how is it possible for more than one Church to have the FULLNESS of truth? 

-cjaubert, September 21, 2006
(D. And that's when I walked out of mass 

http://forums.catholic.com/showthread.php?t=128793 
QUESTION: 

Background: One of my pet peeves with my church is their blind fascination with "The Alpha Course." I think this was the first thing that brought me to the Catholic Answers forum. I would see the same banners hanging at the local Presbyterian or Episcopal churches and wonder why my Catholic church was promoting this. 
I once posted a thread here on CAF asking about Alpha, and the responses were along the lines of, "oh, they must be OK, the bishop allowed it," or "I've heard they're ok" or, "they have website, go check it out." I'm in no way slighting anyone who answered, but I continued looking for information from a Catholic point of view. 
The first Catholic opinion I found on this was at this link: http://www.angelfire.com/ms/seanie/alpha.html
A very committed Catholic lists what he believes are faults with the Alpha Course and asks the simple question: We have a catechism, why not learn it? He also brings up the disturbing fact that anything even slightly Catholic was added to the alpha course as an afterthought. 
Here, below, direct from the Alpha course home page, under "Teaching Alpha in a Catholic Context" are recommendations by a number of Catholic priests. Again, not one mention of a sacrament, Pope, church tradition, Mary, etc. I ask you is there anything they said that could not have been said by any other clergyman in any of the 30,000 brands of Protestantism? (I'm assuming there's some reason two of those priests are not wearing collars?) http://alpha.org/catholics/running/priest/default.htm
There are numerous Alpha detractors among many Christian pastors, especially non-denominational evangelicals, fundamentalists, and Baptists, but I won't list them here because I'm trying to remain focused on Catholics and Alpha. So anyway, as for the title of the thread, my wife had warned me on the way out the door, "Watch out, they're pushing Alpha again!" (she and the other daughter were in music ministry at earlier masses) and when my daughter and I reached the church, there was the 20 foot banner proclaiming "ALPHA IS HERE" but I trudged on anyway, not letting it get me down... until the end of mass, when we had all received Communion and were silent and awaiting the final blessing, the priest said, "we now have a few words from someone organizing the Alpha course." And while this person began proclaiming the benefits of this course, I told my daughter to get her coat on we were leaving. I hated to do it, but I felt like I had to. 

And as we walked out, the Alpha rep at the door tried to give me a brochure!
So, I felt I needed to write this down. I may sound "anti-ecumenical", but as a guy who never had a decent catechism, and now is trying to raise a Catholic family, I echo the man whose link is above, "Why alpha? Why not use the Catechism of the Catholic Church? 

-max37 January 15, 2007

POSTING 1: The Alpha course is a 15-session practical introduction to the Christian faith designed primarily for non-churchgoers and new Christians. The course also serves as a refresher course for both practising Catholics and those who have lapsed in their faith. From early on, Alpha has been run in Catholic parishes. ‘Alpha for Catholics’ involves the situating of the standard Alpha course within a Catholic parish or organisation. Alpha is a very effective initial presentation of the core of the Gospel, ‘the Kerygma’. It is wholly compatible with Catholic teaching, but it does not address specific Catholic teachings and ecclesiology. It does not seek to be a substitute for catechetical programmes. Rather, it works best as part of an overall parish programme of evangelisation or catechesis. The Alpha course works best as part of an ongoing process of catechesis within a church. There is a range of different follow-up materials and courses available to help people to grow in their faith. http://alpha.org/catholics/running/w...ha/default.htm
What I am not grasping here is WHY a Catholic Church needs an ALPHA program. If the purpose of ALPHA is to be a refresher course on Catholicism, then why not teach the CCC instead... give the people what they really need not some made up program that does not even address certain Catholic Teachings. 

-Karin

POSTING 2: Karin, thanks for the information. Now that I know what it's about, I too don't understand why the Catholic Church needs other resources when we have the Catechism! That's just wonderful. 

-Lucania

POSTING 3: Sadly, in the "spirit" of ecumenism, we tend to allow for too much "handholding" and not enough constructive teaching. Ah, that we could only clone Fr. Corapi. 

-MrS

POSTING 4: There are much better products than Alpha to promote the "kerygma" experience, such as Zacchaeus and Light of the World Retreat, Cursillo, etc. To me, it's comparable to opening a Catholic school and using Bob Jones or the more fundamentalists' curricula. 

-OutinChgoburbs

POSTING 5: I have to confess I fight the urge to actually "vandalize" the banner. Under where it says: 
"ALPHA IS HERE!" I have the terrible urge to write: Your quickest way to becoming a Presbyterian! 
By the grace of God I haven't done that. 
-max37

POSTING 6: In Why and How Do I Pray? do they talk about Contemplative Prayer and other forms of specifically CATHOLIC Prayer?
In Why and How Should I Read the Bible? are they teaching Catholics Lectio Divina, that Catholics should breathe scripture in as a prayer, reading it aloud?
And, in What About the Church? do they talk about Holy Orders and Apostolic Succession and their roots in the Old Covenant?
And, What about the Divine Liturgy and how Heaven and Earth are United in the Divine Liturgy while the priest stands in persona Christi offering that Unbloody Sacrifice of the Mass to God the Father while he and the worshippers are united with Christ on the Cross at Calvary.
I would much rather that Catholics learn the richness of the Catholic faith and Tradition than be propagandized by a watered-down form of Protestantism. 

-Michael, January 15, 2007
(E. Potential Convert - Alpha Course Concerns‎ 
http://forums.catholic.com/showthread.php?t=309659 
QUESTION: 

I'm an Anglican who wants to convert to Catholicism. A long story so I'll skip the boring part. 
I recently decided to take the plunge and try RCIA, but the church I'm attending mass at has a planned 'pathway' which starts with the Alpha Course and then moves on to a kind of Catholicism 101.
Although a little suspicious of Alpha, I attended the first session last week. It was OK, a pleasant meal and conversation followed by a DVD of Nicky Gumbel talking (reminded me totally of all the Anglican vicars I'd grown up listening to), finished off with a talk in a circle on the theme 'Christianity - Boring, Untrue, Irrelevant?'
So far so good, but I'm very concerned about the weekend retreat on the Holy Spirit and the whole 'speaking in tongues' thing - I thought that kind of behaviour was for the Pentecostals! 
At the first session it seemed to be pretty harmless though. Although the course coordinator is a layperson, the Priest was present at all times and chaired the discussions.
I'm feeling very unsure about the whole thing. My wife thinks they are using brainwashing techniques and is worried about me becoming one of those 'Creepy Christians' as she put it.
I'm not sure whether I should continue with the course or find another church that does a regular beginner's class. The thing is the people at my current church are a really warm and friendly bunch.
Does anybody here have experience with Alpha in a Catholic context? Anybody here convert to Catholicism after attending the Alpha Course? Your thoughts and advice are much appreciated 
-newCon February 9, 2009
Allow me to elaborate - I was raised in a Church of England home and went to Church of England schools from the age of 5-13 or so. My mother dragged me to church most Sundays until I was old enough to rebel.
When I began going to the Catholic church last year I hadn't been to worship in around 20 years. Seeing as I'd found my way back to Christianity again I wanted to start all over, ignoring my childhood experiences. That's why I thought the Alpha Course may be a good idea - going in as a total beginner and re-learning everything.
The first session was fun enough, but after digging a bit deeper on the Internet, I'm worried about Alpha's connections to Charismatic Protestant teachings. I want to join the Catholic Church after all!
My wife's 'Creepy Christians' comment was in reference to people speaking in tongues, falling over, having convulsions and wailing... all that kind of stuff. She's all for regular (i.e. non-hysterical) worship but weary of the 'evangelical guys who do stadium tours' and the like. 
The 'brainwashing' comment was in reference to the Alpha Course techniques. Why does everybody have a meal first and then passively watch a DVD? Why does everybody have to go away for the weekend to a closed, controlled environment where they're coerced into 'receiving the Holy Spirit'? Doesn't that sound like the techniques used by cults? I think she may have a point...
I'm also very curious as to how they do the transition from what sounds like a born-again feel good gathering to the teachings of the Catholic Church. I grew up with traditional Church of England churches - religion and communion was something reverent, studious, genteel in a way. So you can understand why I'm reticent about throwing myself into something that seems so modern and outside my experience. The thing I love about Catholicism is the feeling you're connecting to something much older, wiser and bigger than yourself with a rich history and traditions. I'm currently inclined to think that Alpha is missing these altogether.
Anyways, the second session is tonight. Part of me thinks I should go check it out and take up all my concerns with the priest running the course, the other part thinks I should forget it all and try another church. 
I'd also like to share some of the sites I've found with you:
Alpha experiences, testimonials, thoughts, criticisms – 

http://blogs.warwick.ac.uk/loved/ent...stianity_as_a/
http://www.pfo.org/alpha-cr.htm
http://www.guardian.co.uk/theguardia...ekend7.weekend
Alpha Course talks in full from Holy Trinity Brompton, London (the Anglican church where the course began):
http://www.htb.org.uk/media/media/all/all/alpha/all 
-newCon February 10, 2009

POSTING 1: I think you are right in your concerns. I am embarrassed that my Catholic church offers Alpha at all. As I once said in these forums, Alpha is a great way for a Catholic to become protestant. (Yes, it bothered some people). There is really nothing in the Alpha course that deals (correctly) with the Sacraments in the Catholic Church. After receiving that complaint, they tried to address that with a "Catholic version" of the Alpha Course. I'm sure the originator has great intentions and he has probably brought some people to Christ. But since he doesn't believe in Confession or the Real Presence in the Eucharist, he certainly isn't going to include it in his course. So why not go directly to the teachings of the Catholic church?  
-max37 February 10, 2009
(I have only included those Catholic Answers postings which are not in favour of Alpha. -Michael)

(Information Related to Specific Dissenting Catechetical/Evangelization Programs
http://www.ourladyswarriors.org/dissent/index.html EXTRACT

	Title
	Author
	Topics

	Renew 2000
	(compilation)
	A large quantity of information is available on our Renew page.

	Should ALPHA be used in a Catholic Context? 
	Gillian Van der Lande
	An article describes the ALPHA program in Europe.

	Is ALPHA for Catholics?
	William J. Cork, D. Min.
	The purpose of this paper is to describe the process and content of the Alpha Course, and to evaluate whether Alpha, either in its original form or in the "Alpha for Catholics" model, should be recommended to Catholic parishes looking for evangelization tools.

	Catholic Action Network
	Jeff  St. Louis
	Promoting ordination of women among a plethora of other *social justice* issues.

	Ministry of Mothers Sharing (MOMS) 
	Women for Faith and Family
	A brief but telling analysis of the MOMS program.


(I had written in March 2010 to Catholic apologists in Europe and the USA [Daphne McLeod and Kevin Rowles, Ralph Martin, John Martignoni and Steve Ray (see pp. 5-9).]
From: Prabhu To: xxx Sent: Saturday, March 06, 2010 4:30 AM Subject: NICKY GUMBEL'S ALPHA COURSE

Dear xxx
You must surely know of Nicky Gumbel and his Alpha Course program which has the support and blessing of some top Catholic hierarchy in Europe, even in Rome.
What I would like to know from you is if you personally know of any reasons for Catholics to be wary of Alpha.
If there is any Catholic information that you know of on the worldwide web, could you please give me the link[s]?
This is because Alpha, which has Anglican origins, has been giving courses in Catholic venues in India and I have come across a report, written by a lay person, in which it is pointed out that contents of the Alpha presentation as well as Alpha literature are not in sync with Catholic teaching and Tradition.
If I attend an Alpha course, is my faith in any danger? According to the report, it is.
I look forward to your guidance.
Michael Prabhu, CATHOLIC APOLOGIST, Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India

Responses from two Catholic apologists in the USA
John Martignoni of www.biblechristiansociety.com:
From: John Martignoni To: Prabhu Sent: Friday, October 01, 2010 9:48 PM

Subject: Re: NICKY GUMBEL'S ALPHA COURSE

Dear Mike, 

Sorry for the delayed response. Lots of emails, only one of me to answer them.  
Anyway, I have not heard good things about the Alpha course. I have never taken it, but I know people who have, and they basically say it is very weak from a theological perspective and that it does not adequately touch on the Sacraments nor the sacramental life as being important. What I was told is that if there is a Catholic who is strong in their Faith, they probably would not need nor want to take it, unless they would like to use it as an opportunity to evangelize; but if there is a Catholic who is weak in his Faith, then it is probably not a good idea to take it. Hope that helps. God bless! 

John Martignoni

Ralph Martin, one of the pioneers of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal:
From: Ralph Martin To: prabhu Cc: Fr. James Mallon ; Deacon Steve Mitchell ; Deacon Steve Mitchell 

Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2010 7:18 PM Subject: RE: NICKY GUMBEL'S ALPHA COURSE

Hello Michael,

Greetings in the Lord. Many Catholics are using Alpha with good results. By itself, it is not adequate, but needs to be supplemented afterwards with some Catholic teaching to make it complete. Many bishops though have looked at it and by itself, if simply regarded as a first stage of evangelization, is a valuable tool. I’m going to copy a Catholic Deacon here in the US who is national director of Catholic Alpha and Fr. James Mallon in Canada who has developed some Catholic follow-up materials, in case you want to contact them as well.

Your brother in Christ, Ralph
From: prabhu To: Ralph Martin Cc: smitchell@ndgusa.com ; stevemitchell@alphausa.org ; james@mallon.com 

Sent: Friday, June 11, 2010 7:52 AM Subject: ALPHA

Dear Ralph, Fr James, and Deacon Steve,
I am very grateful to you for your response, Ralph.
I look forward to any input that Fr. James and Steve might give me but I guess that it will be from the Alpha perspective…
Fr. James Mallon, Advisor, ALPHA Canada
From: James Mallon To: prabhu Cc: Ralph Martin; stevemitchell@alphausa.org; Sent: Tuesday, June 29, 2010 10:24 PM Subject: Re: ALPHA

Dear Michael, 
My name is Fr. James Mallon and I am a Canadian priest who has been involved with the Alpha Course for over eight years. Ralph copied me into your dialogue around the Alpha Course being run by Catholics. I apologize for taking so long to respond to your questions.

As Ralph has mentioned, the primary issue with the Alpha Course is that it is incomplete and necessitates follow up material that is not presented as being "add-ons" to the basics. The content of the Alpha course deals primarily with creedal faith and does not have a developed ecclesiology and has a very weak sense of sacramental theology. This must be provided. The strength of the Alpha course is that it presents and clear and simple proclamation of Christ and his saving power and calls people to respond to him. It does so in a way that is accessible to people of our time and culture. I have been running it for eight years and can testify that it is fruitful and effective at making disciples and leading them to an experience of the Holy Spirit. This is a beginners’ course that makes no claim to be comprehensive.

Five years ago I developed a Catholic follow up course in order to enable Catholics to be more receptive to the Alpha Course. It is called Catholicism 201. You can view the web page at www.catholicism201.ca
Michael, I am also involved with Alpha at the national and international level.  I have been for many years and I have never encountered the kinds of attitudes you mention in your email. I cannot speak for what people in non-Catholic churches may or may not say to their Catholic guests who take the Alpha course in their church. It is usually best for Catholics to take the Alpha course in a Catholic context. These anti-Catholic attitudes are not found within the Alpha material itself, in fact, many Fundamentalist Protestants accuse the Alpha Course of being an attempt by the Vatican to infiltrate good Protestant churches and contaminate doctrine with Catholic beliefs. The fact that Nicky Gumble [sic] is frequently attacked by both sides inclines me to think that God is doing something with this man. I have many more reasons than that to make this conclusion as well. Blessings in Christ, Fr. James Mallon
From: prabhu To: james@mallon.com Sent: Wednesday, June 30, 2010 7:28 AM Subject: Re: ALPHA

Dear Fr. James,

While I thank you for your belated response, I note that you did not address two key issues that I had raised:

1. A Catholic friend of mine, a pro-lifer and apologist, found serious problems with the content of the Catholic Alpha course.

2. Catholics such as Grigaitis SFO and William Cork D. Min. and sites like ourladyswarriors and a few others have rejected Alpha.

Just because Nicky Gumbel is "attacked by both sides" doesn't mean anything. It is not the criterion for Catholic spiritual "testing". With regards, Michael www.ephesians-511.net 

From: James Mallon To: prabhu Sent: Wednesday, June 30, 2010 8:53 AM Subject: Re: ALPHA

Hi Michael

I realize that I did not address all the points raised by the critiques. My response was not meant to be systematic. 

In my experience, when someone has set their heart against something there is little you can do to sway them unless you invest a huge amount of time and energy. I would rather use these resources for something more constructive. 

Alpha by itself, presented as the whole and complete truth is, from a Catholic perspective, heretical and incomplete. 

However, it makes no such claim and is a primary proclamation of the Gospel similar in content to that outlined in Paul VI's Evangelii Nuntiandi.  You mention a "Catholic Alpha Course", but I'm not sure what you mean by this. 

I did look at the critiques you mentioned and was not impressed by them. I found them simplistic and strongly biased. I could make an attempt to refute them but do not have the time. One day I'd love to take a sabbatical, study more theology and write a thesis on this very topic. Perhaps someday!    

In the end a tree is judged by its fruits and I have found no other tool that reaches people and brings peoples' faith to life the way that Alpha does.  Until I find something equivalent or better than Alpha I'll keep using it. In Christ, Fr. James Mallon 
From: prabhu To: James Mallon Sent: Wednesday, June 30, 2010 12:11 PM Subject: Re: ALPHA

Dear Fr. James, I had not already, as you felt, "set my heart against" Alpha.

I was unbiasedly researching Alpha.

At the time I had written to you, all that I had found was matter on Alpha written by people who are associated with Alpha on the one hand, and by its opponents on the other.

I wrote to several Catholics who are with Alpha, including yourself, hoping that they would provide a clear apologetics on Alpha. 

I also got one of my friends to write to two Catholic blogs with questions about Alpha. His questions were not posted.

The others did not reply to me or were unwilling to go into any significant depth.

That only leaves me with the negatives on Alpha from my investigation. With kind regards, Michael
From: James Mallon To: prabhu Sent: Wednesday, June 30, 2010 4:25 PM Subject: Re: ALPHA

Hi Michael My sincerest apologies to you. 

I was referring to the material I read and those authors, not to yourself, when I made that comment about being against Alpha. If you are so inclined, I invite you to reread my last email keeping this in mind. 

Again I apologize for my lack of clarity and an apparent lack of charity. 
My regards to you. Fr. James Mallon
Responses from Catholic apologists in the UK
From: prabhu To: Daphne McLeod; Kevin Rowles Sent: Friday, June 18, 2010 10:53 AM Subject: ALPHA COURSE

Dear Daphne, Kevin

Do you have any Catholic criticism/negative information about the Alpha course for Catholics? It is rampant in the UK and getting popular in India. I am writing an article on the issue. 
Michael

From: Kevin Rowles To: prabhu Sent: Friday, June 18, 2010 1:28 PM Subject: Re: ALPHA COURSE

This is an excellent critique on the dreadful ALPHA scheme, from Christian Order magazine:-

http://www.christianorder.com/features/features_1999/features_jan99.html
…Daphne McLeod has a friend called Robert Williams. If my memory serves me right, I think he did a piece on ALPHA, although I don't know if it is on-line. You could ask Daphne. God bless, 
Kevin

From: Daphne McLeod To: Michael Prabhu Sent: Friday, June 18, 2010 5:34 PM Subject: RE: ALPHA COURSE

Dear Michael, 

Your instincts are, as ever, perfectly sound. ALPHA is not good news. It is a Protestant programme so it plays down the Church, 'personal acceptance of Christ is all that matters', it dismisses the Sacraments, 'prayers of contrition are all we ever need', not Sacramental Confession for instance. There is more. 
I have forwarded your e-mail to Robert Williams who is a convert from Protestantism and he sees how Protestant ALPHA is.  He has written and spoken on ALPHA showing its errors and its danger to Catholics so I hope he will send you some information for your article. He is a busy man - a teacher- so he may not reply immediately. 
There is a "Catholic" ALPHA. That is two talks following the ALPHA talks given by two rather trendy Catholics. They are not allowed to alter anything in the ALPHA Programme as the Copyright rules are very strictly enforced. That means they cannot correct the errors so it is useless.
There is a good Catholic programme called "Evangelium" written by two of our good young priests.  This also has talks on videos and discussion leaflets but it is sound Catholic teaching.
I am sorry to hear this is happening in India but I am glad you are doing an article on it.
Wishing you every blessing, 
Daphne McLeod, Founder, Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice, U.K.
From: Daphne McLeod To: Michael Prabhu Sent: Sunday, June 20, 2010 2:05 AM

Subject: RE: ROBERT WILLIAMS
He has now responded to my request and sent me a very good article on ALPHA which I think will help you a lot.  I am going to forward it to you. www.ourladyswarriors.org/dissent/alpha2.htm. With every good wish,

Daphne

From: Anette Ignatowicz To: prabhu Sent: Monday, May 28, 2012 8:11 PM 

Subject: Re: CONTINUED.... LAURENCE FREEMAN
Dear Michael,

We have another big problem in Europe – Alpha Course spreading across our churches like a fire ... ugghhh

Anette*
*Anette who lives in London, UK, is an author and crusader against New Age. Her blog: 

New Age Mess http://newagemess.blogspot.com/
See also NEW AGE-ANETTE IGNATOWICZ
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_AGE-ANETTE_IGNATOWICZ.doc
YOGA-ANETTE IGNATOWICZ 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA-ANETTE_IGNATOWICZ.doc
WORLD COMMUNITY FOR CHRISTIAN MEDITATION-ANETTE IGNATOWICZ 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/WORLD_COMMUNITY_FOR_CHRISTIAN_MEDITATION-ANETTE_IGNATOWICZ.doc
From: Maria Laura Pio To: Michael Prabhu Sent: Monday, August 26, 2013 6:10 PM Subject: RE: Alpha curse – 2

It took me long to get the translation ready, because I first wanted to read your 164 pages report! Which I did (I think I actually read in detail about 80% of the whole report). As always, your work is extremely useful and interesting, and it has allowed me to have a very good idea of all the issues involving Alpha from many points of view and from the main sources. Excellent work! I agree with all the assessments against the use of Alpha in a Catholic setting.

The advice given to those who want to run the Alpha Course in a parish where the priest opposes it, is to run it anyway "underground" -- and pray for it to be accepted. What bad advice, and endorsed by a priest! Maria Laura
Maria Laura Pio who lives in Switzerland, is the owner of the anti-Vassula Ryden web site www.infovassula.ch.
Translated from French by Maria Laura Pio:
The insertion of the ALPHA Course in a pastoral context

Original text in French: http://www.alphainfo.be/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=107&Itemid=70 

By Father André Sarota (alpha@oisquercq.org), Alpha Belgium, October 9, 2012

There are several elements which contribute to the success of an evangelization action. The essential element – as Nicky Gumbel points out in his book 'Telling Others', a fundamental book for understanding Alpha – is the insertion of the Alpha Course in the local community.

Let us stress that we are talking about insertion and not a mere presence in the community. Alpha has been developed to enjoy the advantages of the local community and also for the local community's life to be nourished by evangelization. A Christian is not only someone who has heard the Good News, has been baptized and has opened the doors of his life to Jesus.  A Christian is someone who lives with Christ. And he does not live alone with his Lord, but together with his brothers.

The Alpha methodology - the insertion of the first announcement in the local community - describes several moments which can be summarized as "before Alpha", "after Alpha" and "during Alpha".

1) First of all, while preparing the launch: Alpha is not a list of simple instructions to follow for it to work (even though the Alpha instruments are very pragmatic): in order to launch the Course, it is necessary to make the local community aware of the importance of evangelization, not only on an occasional basis, but as an enduring and systematic activity.

Those who evangelize need also to have an important life of prayer. There is no evangelization without the Holy Spirit, no Pentecost without expectation and prayer. Imagine if, at the beginning of Christianity, there hadn't been a Saint Paul and other similar missionaries, if there hadn't been a community who wanted to continue Jesus' mission in spite of the obstacles. The (re-) creation of a "narthex" (a meeting place for catechumens) in our churches and communities is not an option for Christians – as Marc de Leyritz of Alpha France often repeats – if we want to re-evangelize Europe.

2) After Alpha, there necessarily needs to be a beta, gamma and so on. There is no shortcut between Alpha and Omega. The Parish who organizes an Alpha Course has to plan the follow-up to help those who are starting again, as well as the newly baptized, to find a place in the community of believers (the narthex or the Alpha Course cannot take up the entire place).

3) The entire community is called to become aware of this aspect of the Church, which is the proclamation of the Good News, even though some people are more involved in it than others.

It is of course impossible to organize the Alpha journey without convincing the pastor/priest and the pastoral commission of the project's usefulness. Otherwise our Course's participants might be poorly welcomed in the community, or the Course might cause a dangerous division in the community.

Needless to say, the introduction of important changes always calls for some type of rebirth crisis. If the Alpha journey succeeds in finding its right place in the community, without being just another activity in the midst of many more, nor becoming an activity that excludes all the others, Alpha certainly can from that moment on enrich all of the Parish's other activities, helping them become better places for the Proclamation.

Let's not forget that this method was created in an Anglican parish which was almost dead. The successive pastors' efforts to evangelize restored that community and later created an environment for the former Course participants to grow. 

So as to help you reflect on the practical insertion of Alpha in our communities, I propose Alpha USA Kim Swithinbank's schema (Alpha News Winter 2006). He proposes to distinguish between 5 Alpha insertion levels:

Level 1: Alpha – an underground movement (the pastor says no, but the team starts the Course anyway).

Level 2: Alpha is tolerated but not accepted (the pastor says OK, but isn't expecting much out of it).

Level 3: Alpha is just another program among others (the pastor says "I'm interested", but he doesn't see the potential that this instrument has of renewing his community).

Level 4: Alpha is fully integrated into the parish (the pastor sees the strategic potential that Alpha has to infuse his community with the Gospel DNA; he becomes an Alpha leader and promoter).

Level 5: Alpha is a blessing for the community to the point that it is shared with other communities (the whole community notices Alpha's good fruits and shares them with others).

N.B. The pastor can be replaced by the pastoral commission or the Parish.  In order to go from one level to the next, it is necessary to pray, pray and pray more… get training, encourage others to get training and share your experience.

From: Maria Laura To: Michael Prabhu Sent: Thursday, September 05, 2013 3:36 PM Subject: Alpha course translation

Very dear Michael, 

I read the whole French document titled "Le cours Alpha, faits et réflexion sur ses racines". It is written by an independent group of Adventists who are concerned by the use of the Alpha Course in their communities. The points they make are the same as those made by other Protestant communities that you have already included in your report on the Alpha Course, with a big stress being put on the questionable origins of the Toronto Blessing and its link to Alpha. So nothing new and therefore I really considered it unnecessary to translate the whole document.  
What I did translate, is one of the attachments at the end of the document, which contained new elements in regard to the Toronto Blessing (new at least to me) and its similarities with Kundalini Yoga. The attachment is the testimony of a former adept of Kundalini Yoga who later re-converted to Christianity and participated in Charismatic meetings of the Renewal (Protestant). He was stunned to find identical practices to what he had seen and experienced as a Kundalini Yoga student. 
If you search on Google "kundalini yoga Toronto blessing", you'll see many other similar testimonies and articles, mainly from Protestant sources. 
As always, the translated text would benefit from some polishing. If any part of it is unclear, please let me know. 
Regarding criticism of the Alpha Course from a Catholic perspective, the latest encyclical Lumen Fidei stresses the importance of the Church and correct doctrine for evangelization: "for the Magisterium ensures our contact with the primordial source and thus provides the certainty of attaining to the word of Christ in all its integrity." #36 

All of chapter 3 of Lumen Fidei is about the Church's role in safeguarding and transmitting the Faith, in particular #48:
Since faith is one, it must be professed in all its purity and integrity. Precisely because all the articles of faith are interconnected, to deny one of them, even of those that seem least important, is tantamount to distorting the whole. Each period of history can find this or that point of faith easier or harder to accept: hence the need for vigilance in ensuring that the deposit of faith is passed on in its entirety (cf. 1 Tim 6:20) and that all aspects of the profession of faith are duly emphasized. Indeed, inasmuch as the unity of faith is the unity of the Church, to subtract something from the faith is to subtract something from the veracity of communion. The Fathers described faith as a body, the body of truth composed of various members, by analogy with the body of Christ and its prolongation in the Church.
I consider the above quotes as good arguments against the use of Alpha Course in Catholic settings.
I'll be away next week, and probably unable to see my mails. If you have any other texts for translation, do not hesitate to send them to me and I'll get to work on them upon my return.
With my prayers and very warmly in Christ,
Maria Laura  
ATTACHMENT:

Extracted and translated from: "Alpha Course – facts and reflection on its Roots", Maranatha Adventist Reflexion Group, March 2013, contact@maran-atha.eu (Original text in French).

Attachment 2 – Unequivocal similitudes!

Interestingly, the "particular" phenomena observed during the Toronto Blessing (see page 16) and other similar gatherings, as well as during Course Alpha's Holy Spirit Week-End, resemble phenomena described by those who have been initiated to the practice of Kundalini Yoga.
Here is the testimony of a former Kundalini Yoga adept, who converted to Christianity. 

My experience with the Serpent Power

In the 1970s I was a teenager. I abandoned the roots of my Reformed religion (Protestant) to plunge into mysticism. I had already taken about 200 doses of LSD as well as a great number of other chemical products that damage the brain.

When I registered at the University of Michigan, I joined the Ashram Siddha Yoga of the city of Ann Arbor, which was spiritually guided by Muktananda Paramahansa, who had a local guru as his representative. There I studied Kundalini Yoga. I progressed quite far in my studies and was able to receive the "shaktipat" initiation, which requires that the names of Hindu gods and goddesses be invoked by chanting and to only eat vegetarian food. At the end of the initiation, the guru came for the laying on of his hands on each student and stroke us with a long peacock feather soaked in incense. When he laid his hands on me, my eyes turned backwards and I started to make automatic movements. I felt the "power" go through my body.

Kundalini Yoga is also called Raja Yoga or King of Yogas. There are several forms of yogas, including Hatha Yoga. The English translation of the words "Kundalini Yoga" would be "Serpent Power Yoga". Hinduism teaches that every human being has a "spiritual serpent" lodged at the bottom of the spinal column. An "awakened" master or guru possesses the anointing necessary to awaken that serpent. He can do that in different ways:

· by touching the candidate,

· by blowing on him

· through his teachings

· by his mere presence.

Why practice Kundalini Yoga ?

Kundalini means "Serpent Power". Hindus believe that this spiritual serpent is coiled at the base of every human being's the vertebral column. By practicing Kundalini Yoga, repetitive chanting, meditation and with the transmission of a guru's spiritual powers, the adept can awaken his Kundalini. 

Kundalini Yoga is therefore the Hindu power yoga. It is the path to supernatural power and union with the divinity.

Kundalini Yoga can also lead to mental derangement, psychosis and demonic possession or oppression. If you consult New Age websites, Kundalini is mentioned. They all warn against the dangers of this yoga, and the risk run when awakening the power of that serpent. Since Adam's fall, man has sought the power and thrived to become similar to God. In Hinduism, Cachemire Shivaism is the most direct means of attaining those objectives.

Is occultism mimicking God, or is occultism slipping into the charismatic movement?

Since I have taken part in the many waves that fuel the present Renewals, I understand those who are still involved in these powerful movements and don't accept my point of view. 

Those Charismatics generally use the main argument: "We have the original (the manifestations in our midst come from God), the occultists have the counterfeit." This is my answer:
Argument n° 1:

As a matter of fact, the Cachemire Shivaites are the ones who can rightly claim to have the "original" manifestations. Kundalini Yoga together with all the related phenomena, dates back to 1900 years before Christ's birth! It is very ancient. This yoga's adepts are the ones who could maintain that the Toronto Blessing is a counterfeit, or at least that the Toronto manifestations are the result of the participants' spontaneous awakening of the Kundalini!

Argument n° 2:

When examining a case of counterfeit, obviously there has to be an original. The phenomena found in Rodney Howard-Browne's Toronto or Pensacola meetings have no biblical foundation proving their authenticity. The Bible does not give any example authenticating those manifestations. Therefore occultists do not have anything to counterfeit. In the best case scenario, those manifestations are perfectly physical displays. In the worst case, they are the work of demonic powers seducing God's people.

Argument n° 3:

As explained at the beginning of this article, not only do the Charismatics lack a single biblical example to authenticate those manifestations, but even more so they reproduce EXACTLY, in all their details, the occult manifestations associated with the awakening of the Serpent Power in Kundalini Yoga.

How can any Christian approve or participate in something that is completely void of any biblical precedent even and even bears perfect similitude's with what happens in occultism?

The only answer is that those sincere Christians either:

· ignore the true story of those manifestations that seem new to them,

· or are seduced by angels of darkness, who disguise themselves as Justice's ministers.

I challenge anyone to prove me mistaken when I compare [the Toronto or Pensacola manifestations] to those of Kundalini Yoga. What Benny Hinn does when he "throws the Anointing" onto the crowds, is exactly similar to what the power gurus do, with the same results and manifestations. The Toronto and Pensacola phenomena correspond exactly to those observed by yoga adepts when the power of their serpent is awakened.

Be it in Toronto or in yoga, those manifestations are triggered by the laying on of hands performed by someone possessing the "anointing".

As the old saying goes: "If it walks like a duck and quacks like a duck, it is a duck"!

Those manifestations seemingly new that are appearing in some parts of the Body of Christ are not coming from God. They are not caused by God's Holy Spirit.

In everything I was able to experience myself, in everything I read or studied, I only found a mix of flesh and demons at work in all of these manifestations. We have to warn our brothers and pray for them to be freed from any demonic oppression and seduction.

Manifestations common to Pensacola, the Toronto Blessing and Kundalini yoga:

· Laughing and crying as uncontrollable as having hiccups.

· Spasms, physical jerks, trembling.

· Involuntary or unusual movements and postures.

· "Resting in the spirit": spontaneous trance state.

· Animal sounds, roaring.

· Drunk in the spirit, cramps or spasms.

· Visions, dreams, inner voices.

· Mental confusion, difficulty to focus.

· Feelings of heat, electricity, energy flashes, electricity going through the whole body.

· Jumping, vibrating of the body, feeling of "pins and needles".

· Smelling supernatural odours, flower perfumes, incense.

· Out of the body experiences.

The blessing is generally received through initiation and by the laying on of hands by the pastor or the guru. All those who have already received the blessing can pass it on.

END OF THE TESTIMONY

Here is a list written by New Age author El Collie, "Sun Chariot Press", P.O. Box 5562, Oakland, 10 CA 94605, USA:
Most common symptoms of the awakening of the Kundalini:

· Muscular cramps or spasms.

· Powerful electrical currents or flashes passing through the body.

· Itching, vibrating, stinging, contractions, "pins and needles", tingling in the whole body.

· Feeling of intense heat or cold.

· Involuntary body movements (usually during meditation, resting or sleeping): jerks, trembling, shuddering. Sometimes an inner power makes one adopt particular postures or move limbs in an unusual way.

· Alternating periods of extreme hyperactivity and overwhelming fatigue.

· Accelerated cardiac rhythm, chest pain.

· Insensitivity or pain of the lower limbs (in particular the left leg and foot).
· Pain and stiffening of body parts, often the back and the neck.

· Emotional crisis. Rapid mood changes. Apparently spontaneous episodes of sadness, fear, rage, depression.

· Spontaneous vocalization of sounds, laughing, crying, uncontrollable as hiccups.

· Hearing noises or inner voices, flute music, drums, waterfalls, bird songs, bees buzzing, but also roaring, violent blowing, thunder or bells ringing in the ears.

· Mental confusion, difficulty to concentrate.

· Altered states of consciousness: heightened awareness; spontaneous trance states; mystical experiences. If the individual's prior belief system is too threatened by these, they can lead to bouts of psychosis or self-grandiosity.
· Practice of strange activities. Feelings of bliss and happiness in the head, in particular in the crown area.
· Ecstasy and feelings of extraordinary joy, love, peace and compassion.
· Psychic experiences, extrasensory perceptions, astral voyages, out of body experiences, memories of past lives, direct perception of auras and chakras (nervous centres), contact with spirit guides through inner voices, dreams and visions, healing gifts.
Other quotes:

1- Jan Voerman (Adventist pastor) in his book "The Hidden Agenda" –published in 2006:
"Many think that there is fear of God and worship of God in Toronto and the Alpha Course. It is totally excluded! We have all the reasons to absolutely stay away from the Alpha courses."

2 – Excerpt from a report written by Roland KINDER following a request of information from the Neuchâtel Adventist Church Committee in Switzerland:

"The guest of that week-end [The Holy Spirit Week-End] is mysterious; we also find him in the ecstatic manifestations of spiritualist or New Age movements and other non-Christian religions. The climax of Alpha Course is the Holy Spirit Week-End which is, in a poorly disguised manner, an opportunity to experience the Toronto Blessing". 

3 –Quote from a former Kundalini adept:

"It was a very long time ago that I sat in front of an altar, before the photography of Muktananda Paramahansa and the statue of a coiled cobra, eating food blessed by my guru. How sad for me to see sincere Christians practicing Kundalini Yoga! They receive this "anointing" from their own gurus, whether it be Pastor Arnott, Benny Hinn or Rodney Howard-Browne".

((A SECULAR REPORT ON THE ALPHA CONNECTION WITH THE “TORONTO BLESSING”
Catch me if you can 
Part One: www.guardian.co.uk/theguardian/2000/oct/21/weekend7.weekend
Part Two: http://www.guardian.co.uk/lifeandstyle/2000/oct/21/weekend.jonronson EXTRACT
By Jon Ronson, October 2000
“…1994," says Nicky. "It was such an amazing year." Indeed it was: on January 20, 1994, at a concrete church next to Toronto airport, 80% of the congregation, apropos of nothing, suddenly fell to the floor and began writhing around, apparently singing in tongues and convulsing violently. Rumours about this milestone - which became known as the Toronto Blessing - quickly spread to Britain.
Nicky flew to Toronto to see it for himself. Was it mass hysteria or a miracle, a real experience of the Holy Spirit? "I don't talk about it now," says Nicky. "It divides people. It splits churches. It is very controversial. But I'll tell you - I think the Toronto Blessing was a wonderful, wonderful thing." Nicky returned from Canada, spoke passionately at HTB about the Toronto Blessing and, lo and behold, his congregation, too, began rolling on the floor, etc. The services soon became so popular, with queues around the block, that they were compelled to introduce two Sunday-evening sittings - and still not everyone could get in. 

HTB became Britain's richest church. (It still is: last year's income was £5.1m.) 
This evangelical euphoria lasted the year, with miracles such as Prison Alpha cropping up all over the place. And then it ebbed away. But its influence has lasted. The Toronto Blessing was the kick-start Alpha needed.

…Nicky's new direction combined with his charisma, his dazzlingly constructed weekly talks chipping away at our doubts, and the Toronto Blessing caused Alpha's popularity to explode through the 90s.

NOTE THE CLOSE TORONTO-HTB-NICKY GUMBEL-ALPHA CONNECTION ABOVE!
IF ONE READS THE COMPLETE REPORT [ANOTHER SEVEN PAGES IF I HAD REPRODUCED IT HERE IN ITS ENTIRETY], THE GUARDIAN JOURNALIST JON RONSON’S ALPHA COURSE EXPERIENCE IS DECIDELY ANTI-NICKY GUMBEL AND ANTI-ALPHA TILL IT IS INFLUENCED BY “SIGNS AND WONDERS” TOWARDS THE END. 
IF ANYTHING MIGHT HAVE STOOD OUT SIGNIFICANTLY FOR THIS NON-CHRISTIAN JOURNALIST, A JEW AND AGNOSTIC, AND BEEN REPORTED DUTIFULLY BY HIM, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN THE BASIC CHRISTIAN TEACHING THAT MAN IS SINFUL, THAT JESUS, A JEW, CAME TO SAVE MAN FROM SIN, AND THAT ONE HAS TO REPENT OF SIN TO BE ‘CONVERTED’, A WORD HE OTHERWISE USES SIX TIMES. 
IN THE ENTIRE REPORT, I COULD NOT FIND ANY EVIDENCE THAT THERE WAS A CALL TO REPENTANCE. INSTEAD, IT WAS ONLY AFTER THE “WEEKEND AWAY IN KIDDERMINSTER” WHERE THEY “ASKED FOR THE HOLY SPIRIT” AND EXPERIENCED SPEAKING IN “TONGUES” AND THE HEALING MINISTRY THAT NICKY GUMBEL APPEARS TO HAVE INFORMED THE PARTICIPANTS THAT THEY “must not take an unhealthy interest in horror movies, ouija boards, palmists, healers, and so on.” 

FROM JON RONSON’S AND OTHER REPORTS THAT I HAVE READ, IT APPEARS TO ME THAT MANY ALPHA PARTICIPANTS’ CONVERSIONS OCCUR NOT SO MUCH AS A RESULT OF A SERIES OF TALKS BASED ON CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE AND APPEALING TO FAITH AND REASON BUT AS A RESULT OF THE EXPERIENCE OF PHENOMENA OF SPEAKING IN TONGUES, HEALING, RECEIVING A PROPHETIC WORD, ETC. 
AS A FIDES ET RATIO CATHOLIC, YET CHARISMATIC, I AM UNABLE TO ACCEPT THAT THE ALPHA APPROACH IS SUITABLE OR NECESSARY FOR ADOPTION BY CATHOLICS. 
THE PENTECOSTAL “TORONTO BLESSING” HAS DIRECTLY INFLUENCED HOLY TRINITY BROMPTON, ITS VICAR NICKY GUMBEL, AND THEREFORE ALPHA
((A Catholic Theologian examines the Toronto Blessing/River Movement 
http://www.catholicreason.com/shtml/torontotreatise.shtml 
By Colin B. Donovan STL of Eternal Word Television Network
For the article, see pages 152-155 of the file* listed on page 22 of the present file
((Some questions for Catholics who might embrace the Toronto Blessing
http://www.catholicreason.com/shtml/discern.shtml
[…] What about the Toronto 'prophets'? Do they "believe firmly in the teaching of our Holy Mother, the Roman Church"? No. They seem in fact to be working hard to establish a substitute 'universal' church at the expense of the Catholic Church. Their prayer leader, C. Peter Wagner, writes mockingly of the destruction of a statue of Mary during a procession in Argentina. He credits this to the Holy Spirit's action during a 'revival' there. […]
For more, see pages 155-156 of the file* listed on page 22 of the present file
ALPHA in the Catholic Archdiocese of Bangalore
From: prabhu To: ICPE [International Catholic Programme for Evangelization] India leaders and members
Sent: Sunday, April 22, 2012 2:00 PM Subject: THE ALPHA COURSE - IS IT REALY GOOD FOR CATHOLICS?

Dear Nn and the leaders of YESHUA ADONAI [ICPE YOUTH],

I understand that at the close of Fr. Jose Vettiyankal VC's night vigil at St. Francis Xavier Cathedral, Bangalore last night/this morning [April 21/22, 2012] an announcement was made that ICPE has arranged an ALPHA training programme in Bangalore, and Catholics were invited to attend.

I must inform you that I researched ALPHA fairly thoroughly -- I don't think that you will find a better study anywhere -- and my conclusions, in the form of a 160-page report, can be read at the link below.

As a Catholic apologist, I would never attend an ALPHA-conducted course, no matter how much good it might contain, and I would never recommend it to other Catholics. If you want to know why, please read my report:

ALPHA COURSE-IS IT GOOD FOR CATHOLICS?

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ALPHA_COURSE-IS_IT_GOOD_FOR_CATHOLICS.doc
ICPE had sent a large delegation to Chennai to attend Nicky Gumbel's presentation on April 19, 2002. I too was present as I did not know better at that point in time. Having done my research, now I do know the truth about ALPHA, and I concur with the findings of other Catholic ministries on ALPHA.

Michael Prabhu
I discussed this issue in person with Fritz Mascarenhas (see page 20), the Director of ICPE India, in Bangalore on September 1, 2012

Alpha running in a Catholic Parish after Nicky Gumbel meets with leaders in Mumbai

Earlier this year, Nicky Gumbel traveled to Mumbai to introduce the Alpha course to the city’s Catholic leaders.

Though the meeting was small, it inspired leaders such as Bishop Agnelo Gracias, the auxiliary Bishop of Bombay, and Fr. Pravin Fernandes, who works within the archdiocese. An Alpha course has now started in Fr. Pravin’s parish, and he is planning more courses once the first round is completed.

Fr. Pravin: “As I look back on the recent events and the splendid progress of the first Alpha course in my parish, I feel convinced that our meeting at the Birla Hall with Nicky Gumbel and the entire Catholic Outreach team was providential. At the invitation of Bishop Agnelo Gracias, I took the initiative and was able to get 56 people to join.
…I hope to continue this ministry and God willing will start another group at the conclusion of this one. I also feel enthused to take this programme to other parts of India and (I am probably dreaming) to other parts of Asia.”
Source: ALPHA INDIA NEWS October – December 2009
http://www.alphaindia.org/sites/www.alphaindia.org/files/091005_AlphaIndiaNews_Email_Version_pagebypage.pdf
Archbishop Vincent Concessao of Delhi speaking at the Alpha International Conference held at Holy Trinity Brompton “church” in London, June 2009
“This is a sign of great hope for the church and humankind. This is what I see in Alpha. Thank you, Nicky. Thanks to all those who are associated with this work. May God make Alpha really fruitful in bringing about a new world.”

Source: ALPHA INDIA NEWS October – December 2009
http://www.alphaindia.org/sites/www.alphaindia.org/files/091005_AlphaIndiaNews_Email_Version_pagebypage.pdf
CATHOLICS IN ALPHA INDIA
CHURCH ADVISORY BOARD
Archbishop Vincent Concessao, Delhi (He was appointed to the Church Advisory Board of Alpha India after he attended the Alpha International Conference in June 2009 at Holy Trinity Brompton) 
BOARD MEMBERS

Fr. Anthony D’Souza, S.J., Director of the Xavier Institute of Leadership, Mumbai 

Dr. F.A. Pinto, CEO St Xavier Group of Schools and Ryan International Schools, Mumbai
Matthew Anthony (Antony), “Alpha Advisor”, Catholic Charismatic Prayer Group leader and Secretary for Evangelisation, Archdiocese of Delhi

Alpha India probably took off in Delhi after the Course run in Delhi in July 2006.

Alpha has also been endorsed by Archbishop Filipe Neri Ferrao of Goa and Archbishop Thomas Menamparampil of Guwahati.
Catholic cooperation with Alpha will only strengthen the growth of the Pentecostal churches. 
If you think differently, study the contents of the Alpha India newsletters. 
The Catholic criticisms of Alpha and my enquiries suggest that, at least as far as India is concerned, those who attend Catholic Alpha courses under the aegis of the Catholic Church will be baptised members of the flock who would receive instruction that is fully lacking in sacramental theology, ecclesiology and much more, along with an introduction to a charismatic spirituality that is rooted in the experiences of Third Wave Pentecostalism and which is exclusive of Mariology and other characteristics of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal. 

Note that Alpha India gives no indication about the Anglican-neoPentecostal background of Alpha.

If, as Catholic Alpha leaders admit, Alpha is only an “introduction” to Christianity and the Church needs to follow it up with its own Catholic package, why does one need Alpha in the first place?

Why not our own equivalent of Alpha that is not based, as Nicky Gumbel’s is, on the “heretical error” of Sola Scriptura, but on the Word of God [Scripture + Tradition] and the wisdom of the Early Church Fathers, the lives of Saints, the Catechism of the Catholic Church, Vatican Documents, Apostolic Letters, Encyclicals, etc.? It’s not as if the vast majority of our good Catholics are in the least knowledgeable in these areas.

If the Catholic Alpha course is a “tool for evangelization” as is often stated and as an Indian Catholic Alpha leader wrote to me, is the Church admitting that she lacks in this area too? I am personally in touch with a number of ministries led mostly by lay Catholics and a few priests who are doing a very successful job of re-evangelizing Catholics and evangelizing non-Christians, and not a single one of them needs Alpha to be an effective “tool for evangelization”. They preach a Catholic Christian Gospel which means it is full and faithful in every doctrinal aspect unlike Alpha.

It must be mentioned that, almost without exception, their spirituality is Catholic charismatic.

The Church would do well to concentrate their attention and resources in assisting these ministries.

I feel obliged to make an embarrassing judgement here. It seems that home-grown ministries are never so recognized and encouraged as are imports. There are a number of lay initiatives, especially in pro-life, that are struggling for funds and invitations to minister and reach Catholics in the different dioceses. Some find it difficult even to access the Bishops. 
As one who has written literally thousands of letters to the Bishops, I should know how difficult it is -- when one is relatively unknown -- to get a simple response from the great majority of them even on very critical issues relating to the Faith. On the matter of Alpha, I wrote to nine Indian Bishops. Just one replied [see further below]. A couple of weeks ago, I finally received a response from a Bishop after no less than five reminders over a period of two months in the matter of a simply enquiry against another report which I am making. Would a Nicky Gumbel or an equally controversial (false) mystic named Vassula Ryden -- whom several Bishops are supporting -- face a similar problem?
Alpha runs a Marriage Course. The Church already has the Marriage Encounter programme. There is Couples for Christ and the Couple to Couple League. Human Life International is active in other Asian countries but it has almost no presence in a pro-abortion nation that has one billion people.

Thousands of Catholics have left the Church and joined the cults and sects over the last few years.

Since of late even Catholic priests are crossing over. I know at least two of them personally [they had been in correspondence with me]. What are our Bishops doing about Catholic apologetics? 

There are an ever increasing number of Catholic apologists in the West who have international ministries. Ours do not even stand the chance of being invited to speak at a diocesan level.

Would the Bishops consider promoting these Catholic initiatives in India the way they are doing a PROTESTANT program like Alpha? 

The ALPHA INDIA NEWS April – June 2010 report does not disclose that some of the Catholic delegates to the 22-25 February, 2010, Goa programme [see page 3] publicly protested with the Alpha course presenters from Malaysia against the “disturbing errors in doctrine from the Catholic point of reference” that they encountered. 

Through the initiatives of our Bishops, Catholic Alpha is now active in the archdioceses of Bangalore, Bombay, Delhi, Goa and Guwahati. The Alpha India office is situated in the Archdiocese of Bangalore. The Alpha course manuals and promotion videos have been translated into a dozen Indian languages. 
As of 2009, there were two Alpha “resource churches”. Resource churches are churches which run Alpha courses and are able to facilitate the conducting of the Alpha course for other churches.
I wrote to Alpha India office enquiring about when and how baptism is conducted by them. I spoke twice on the telephone to the Alpha Kolkata contact and he gave me his email address to which I wrote a similar enquiry but to both letters I received no response. 
However, Mathew Antony of Delhi, Alpha India Board member, is personally known to me since I first met him in Delhi in 1998. He admitted that he went to the U.K. in 2008 but did not disclose to me whether he was trained at Holy Trinity Brompton or not. He answered most of my queries.

In a series of letters that we exchanged before my starting my research on ALPHA, I expressed various concerns about the Catholicity of ALPHA. This is what he replied to me:
The Alpha course is not meant primarily for baptisms. It is meant to be a (sic) introduction to Christianity for anyone who wants to know what Christians believe. In other words it is a tool for evangelisation which may or may not result in baptism. In the Catholic Church anybody who will be interested in baptism after the Alpha course will have to go thru the RCIA. 

But, Catholic apologist Gillian Van Der Lande says, "RCIA cannot… be relied upon to set right the flawed foundation begun by ALPHA." 
Source: Should ALPHA be used in a Catholic Context? - An Analysis 
www.ourladyswarriors.org/dissent/alpha1.htm
I arranged for a friend of mine to write on my behalf to the Archdioceses of Bangalore, Bombay [the Cardinal Archbishop and his three auxiliaries], Delhi [the Archbishop and his auxiliary], Goa and Guwahati. The basic text of the letter was the same and I reproduce it below:

Subject: THE ALPHA COURSE
I understand that Nicky Gumbel's Alpha course is being promoted in your Archdiocese.

While searching the internet, I have come across several reports written by eminent Catholics warning Catholics about the dangers to their faith inherent in the contents of the Alpha course and the 'heresies' on which Nicky Gumbel's teachings are based. I find them very correct.

I thought that I should alert you about the same.  […see below…]
If you would like to have the links to the Catholic critiques, please let me know.

The letters only differed in the last but one line which concerned that particular bishop/diocese:

1. Archbishop Bernard Moras, Archbishop of Bangalore: 

The name of your diocese is mentioned on the Internet, and Alpha India is headquartered in Bangalore.

2. Cardinal Oswald Gracias, Archbishop of Bombay: 

The names of Bishop Agnelo Gracias and Fr. Pravin Fernandes are mentioned on the Internet.

3. Bishop Agnelo Gracias, Auxiliary Bishop of Bombay: 

The names of yourself and Fr. Pravin Fernandes are mentioned on the Internet.

4. Bishop Bosco Penha, Auxiliary Bishop of Bombay: 

The names of Bishop Agnelo Gracias and Fr. Pravin Fernandes are mentioned on the Internet.

5. Bishop Percival Fernandez, Auxiliary Bishop of Bombay: 

The names of Bishop Agnelo Gracias and Fr. Pravin Fernandes are mentioned on the Internet.

6. Archbishop Vincent Concessao, Archbishop of Delhi:
The activities of Alpha in your diocese are available on the Internet, and recently you have been appointed a Board member of Alpha India, having attended the Alpha programme last year in London.

7. Bishop Franco Mulakkal, Auxiliary Bishop of Delhi:
The activities of Alpha in your diocese are available on the Internet, and recently your Archbishop has been appointed a Board member of Alpha India, his having attended the Alpha programme last year in London.

8. Archbishop Filipe Neri Ferrao, Archbishop of Goa and Daman:
The activities of Alpha in your diocese are available on the Internet, and your name is mentioned in the news report.

9. Archbishop Thomas Menamparampil, Archbishop of Guwahati:
The activities of Alpha in your diocese are available on the Internet, and your name is mentioned in the news report.
Only the Cardinal and three of the other eight bishops responded.
The Cardinal wrote:

"Bishop Agnelo Gracias is involved in the Alpha with my approval and consent. He has been promoting it in different parishes in the Archdiocese of Bombay. Before giving my approval I had gone through the literature that they had submitted. I found nothing unorthodox in it.
However, I would be interested in knowing the dangers that certain people have seen in the Alpha course. It would be useful to read and study this. I am grateful to you for having brought this to my notice."
One Bishop from Bombay thanked my friend for his interest and said that he was sending the letter to the Bishop who “is in charge of the project”. He did not evince the slightest interest to know what the “dangers to the faith” or “heresies” were that the letter had referred to.

Bishop Agnelo Gracias of Bombay wrote:

"Yes, I have been promoting Alpha. I would be happy to have the links to the critique of Alpha. It is always good to be warned about dangers. When one is involved in a programme, one may not advert to the hidden dangers. Please send me the links. I appreciate the trouble you have taken to warn me."
Archbishop Vincent Concessao of Delhi wrote:

"The normal Alpha course is not good enough for Catholics as it is weak on sacraments and the church. Hence, we have an Alpha course meant specifically for Catholics which includes the original Alpha course. Besides, when we conduct the course we give it a good Catholic slant in all the sessions and modify it to the local requirements.

Nevertheless I would be very happy to receive from you a critique of the Alpha course which should be helpful in ensuring the conformity of the course to the Catholic tradition." 

My friend sent some Catholic links to the Cardinal and the two bishops who had asked for them.
They did not respond.
Catholic Charismatics from Leon Josef Cardinal Suenens to Delhi’s Mathew Antony favour ALPHA. Former ICCRS Director Charles Whitehead is enamoured of it:
The Alpha Course [http://www.alphacourse.org/]
Why not consider having an 'Alpha Course' at your church? Many Catholic churches have found this to be a faith-builder. 

"Alpha is an excellent introductory course for those who do not go to church or for whom an inherited Christianity has little meaning. I have no hesitation in recommending it to any church or group wishing to present the basic Gospel message clearly and effectively." 
Charles Whitehead, International Catholic Charismatic Renewal Services

Catholic Charismatic Center
In ALPHA in a Catholic Context, a tape of The ALPHA Conference held at Westminster Cathedral Hall in September 1997 under the initiative of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal movement. The Post ALPHA Catholic Teaching [PACT] audio cassette comprising two talks begins with unequivocal support and praise of ALPHA as a starting point. In the first talk - 'Why should I listen to the Church?' Charles Whitehead calls ALPHA "a wonderful course."
CCR pioneer Ralph Martin (page 10) does not criticise ALPHA outright. 
When Catholicism has the fullness of truth, it is painful to find that even leaders of Catholic charismatic ministries have shown enthusiasm for the Alpha Course for Catholics. Director Fritz Mascarenhas (see page 17) deputed senior members of his Bangalore-based International Catholic Programme for Evangelization (ICPE India) and the Institute for World Evangelization to attend the one-day Alpha programme presented by Nicky Gumbel on February 19, 2002 in the city of Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 
Others who attended were Colin Calmiano, Spread Your Wings (Institute for Growth & Development), Bangalore, who leads the People of Praise Covenant Community which is affiliated to Sword of the Spirit, an international community and Christopher Correya, Director, Light of Christ (India) Covenant Community, Bangalore. I understand that Mathew Antony (Shaji), former leader of the Sacred Heart’s Cathedral’s Living Waters Catholic charismatic prayer group went fulltime into ALPHA.

When he first associated with ALPHA, he was also "Secretary to the Commission for Evangelisation" for the Archdiocese of Delhi. He reported to me that no non-Christian has been baptised “because of ALPHA”.

The concerns of this ministry -- and those of all of the other apologists cited above -- stand vindicated.

To return to where we started, three individuals of the Archdiocese, Fr. K.T. Emmanuel, Fr. Melroy Mendonca and Ms. Adele Pereira, see page 1, apparently deputed by Cardinal Oswald Gracias, attended the “Divine Renovation Conference” organized by St. Benedict’s parish in Halifax, Canada, in order to “understand how Alpha has to be used in the context of enabling parishes to move from a maintenance to mission mode”.
That information is also a part of a one-and-a-half column note on Alpha written by Bishop Agnelo Gracias and published in The Examiner of September 8-14, 2018. It continues “The Conference was based on a new approach to parish ministry outlined in a book “Divine Renovation” by Fr. James Mallon.” We know who and what Fr. Mallon is, pages 10 and 11. “The book is available at St Pauls, Bandra, and makes a very enlightening read…”
Paragraph 4 of the August 25, 2018 letter, see page 1, from Bishop Agnelo Gracias on the letterhead of the St. Pius X Seminary, Goregaon, Mumbai, as well as The Examiner, say, “In the Archdiocese of Bombay, Alpha has been organized by a trained team from Immaculate Conception Church, Borivali, 28 times, and in other parishes and contexts, 17 times over the last 11 years… With their experience of running Alpha, the team is preparing to run Alpha in the context of Divine Renovation in more parishes and train their parishioners to keep running it as a parish tool for evangelization.” That’s a crying shame.

Catholics would like to know from Cardinal Oswald Gracias and Bishop Agnelo Gracias as to who exactly they are evangelizing through the Alpha program.
It would break the heart of American apologist Steve Ray (see pages 5 through 9) to know that the Alpha Course is being run in the parishes across Bombay archdiocese. After all, when Steve Ray gave his first apologetics seminar in India in Bombay, January 2010, organized by the Family of Faith Foundation, Bishop Agnelo was not only seated in the front row for all the sessions but was repeatedly praised by Mr. Ray.
The fact that ALPHA is intrinsically Protestant and inimical to the Catholic Faith does not change no matter which Catholic prelate endorses it.**
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PAPAL CANDIDATE OSWALD CARDINAL GRACIAS ENDORSES YOGA 2 MARCH/9 APRIL 2013

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/PAPAL_CANDIDATE_OSWALD_CARDINAL_GRACIAS_ENDORSES_YOGA.doc
SHOULD OSWALD CARDINAL GRACIAS HAVE RESIGNED AS CARDINAL OBRIEN DID 14 MARCH 2013

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/SHOULD_OSWALD_CARDINAL_GRACIAS_HAVE_RESIGNED_AS_CARDINAL_OBRIEN_DID.doc
HINDU RELIGIOUS MARK ON THE FOREHEAD 16-CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS WEARS APRIL 2013

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/HINDU_RELIGIOUS_MARK_ON_THE_FOREHEAD_16-CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_WEARS.doc
THE LABYRINTH IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY 3/4/10 MAY 2013
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/THE_LABYRINTH_IN_THE_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY.doc
YOGA AND THE BRAHMA KUMARIS AT A CATHOLIC COLLEGE IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY 30 JUNE/5/7 JULY 2013
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_AND_THE_BRAHMA_KUMARIS_AT_A_CATHOLIC_COLLEGE_IN_THE_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY.doc
NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 20-HALF-TRUTHS FROM CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS 28 JUNE 2013

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_20-HALF-TRUTHS_FROM_CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS.doc
FR JOE PEREIRA-KRIPA FOUNDATION-NEW AGE ENDORSED BY THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY AND THE CBCI 28 NOVEMBER 2013
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_JOE_PEREIRA-KRIPA_FOUNDATION-NEW_AGE_ENDORSED_BY_THE_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY_AND_THE_CBCI.doc
NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 27-CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS STILL IN DENIAL OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR ITS ERRORS MARCH 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_27-CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_STILL_IN_DENIAL_OF_RESPONSIBILITY_FOR_ITS_ERRORS.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS INTERPRETS POPE FRANCIS PERSONAL REMARK ON HOMOSEXUALS AS CHURCH TEACHING 20 AUGUST 2015
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_INTERPRETS_POPE_FRANCIS_PERSONAL_REMARK_ON_HOMOSEXUALS_AS_CHURCH_TEACHING.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS CHAMPIONS LGBT CAUSE AT THE SYNOD ON THE FAMILY 20/22/23 OCTOBER 2015

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_CHAMPIONS_LGBT_CAUSE_AT_THE_SYNOD_ON_THE_FAMILY.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS CHAMPIONS LGBT CAUSE AT HOME 4 NOVEMBER 2015

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_CHAMPIONS_LGBT_CAUSE_AT_HOME.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS IS ONE OF POPE FRANCIS’ LIBERAL-MINDED PRELATES 10 APRIL 2016
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_IS_ONE_OF_POPE_FRANCIS_LIBERAL-MINDED_PRELATES.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS INFORMS PRAKASH LASRADO THAT HE USES YOGA TO PRAY 2 JUNE 2016
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_INFORMS_PRAKASH_LASRADO_THAT_HE_USES_YOGA_TO_PRAY.doc
YOGA AT ST STANISLAUS HIGH SCHOOL ARCHDIOCESE OF BOMBAY 30 JULY 2016 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/YOGA_AT_ST_STANISLAUS_HIGH_SCHOOL_ARCHDIOCESE_OF_BOMBAY.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS SAYS THAT CATHOLICS MAY NOT CHANT THE OM MANTRA 8 AUGUST 2016 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_SAYS_THAT_CATHOLICS_MAY_NOT_CHANT_THE_OM_MANTRA.doc
A THIRD PRIEST ARRESTED FOR SODOMY ON CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS WATCH 18/19 JULY 2017
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/A_THIRD_PRIEST_ARRESTED_FOR_SODOMY_ON_CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_WATCH.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS’ SPIRITUALLY PERVERTED GYAN ASHRAM 23 SEPTEMBER 2017/17 JANUARY 2018 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_SPIRITUALLY_PERVERTED_GYAN_ASHRAM.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS’ NEW AGE PROMOTION TRUST 31 MARCH 2018

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_NEW_AGE_PROMOTION_TRUST.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS CELEBRATES MASS IN GAY LITURGICAL VESTMENTS 28 AUGUST 2018
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_CELEBRATES_MASS_IN_GAY_LITURGICAL_VESTMENTS.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS BLESSES OPENLY GAY WENDELL RODRICKS HOMOSEXUAL LIFESTYLE 4 NOVEMBER 2018
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_BLESSES_OPENLY_GAY_WENDELL_RODRICKS_HOMOSEXUAL_LIFESTYLE.doc
