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Cardinal Oswald Gracias’ spiritually perverted Gyan Ashram 02
In 2017, I visited the sprawling Gyan Ashram campus of the priests of the Society of the Divine Word (SVD, also known as the Verbites or Steyler Missionaries, founded by St. Arnold Janssen at Steyl, Germany, in 1875) on Mahakali Caves Road in Andheri East, Mumbai, and was quite shocked at what I saw. I had already written about their New Age and inter-religious activities in fair detail in several reports, but to witness their promotion personally was quite something else. 

The SVD is the largest missionary congregation in the Catholic Church with over 6000 priests and brothers worldwide and is headquartered in Rome. They arrived in India in 1932.
I interacted with a number of priests and religious brothers only to find that they were a whole lot of zombies going about their professional duties and allocated jobs, without displaying any semblance of their priestly vocations. All of them were not inclined to enter into conversation. When I said that I had come from Chennai and that I am engaged in fulltime Catholic ministry, I might have as well been speaking to them in a language that was foreign to them.
In my almost 24 hours around them, I did not see a single cassock. Or a smile.

A local friend remarked that all that they were interested in was money. They have three lawns that are rented out for functions, along with halls and rooms and these generate money. So do the music and dance classes and “counselling” courses that they conduct on the campus.
I thought that it was most fitting that my April 2015 report on this congregation of priests was titled FATHERS OF THE SVD CONGREGATION WITHOUT ZEAL OR HOPE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FATHERS_OF_THE_SVD_CONGREGATION_WITHOUT_ZEAL_OR_HOPE.doc.

The campus consists of “spiritual, cultural and euducational (sic) institutions owned and operated by members of Societas Verbi Divini, registered as All India Soverdia Sangam”.
Gyan Ashram is “a centre for dialogue, music and dance”.

Atma Darshan is “a centre for spirituality and counselling for family, youth and children”.
We examined this SVD spirituality, counselling, music and dance etc. in this report:
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS SPIRITUALLY PERVERTED GYAN ASHRAM 23 SEPTEMBER 2017/17 JANUARY 2018 22 PAGES
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_SPIRITUALLY_PERVERTED_GYAN_ASHRAM.doc
Infusing new life

https://mattersindia.com/2021/04/infusing-new-life/
Sr. Lissy Maruthanakuzhy, April 26, 2021

An Ashram in the midst of a modern cosmopolitan city like Mumbai sounds an anomaly. In the digital era of speed in every aspect of life, particularly communication; silence of an ashram resounds strangeness.
However, Dhyan Kutir (House of Meditation) at Gyan Ashram Campus, Andheri and its simple set-up seem to attract the city-dwellers in search of something which they themselves may not be able to clearly name.

Living in an Ashram was the dream of Society of the Divine Word priest Fr. Ittoop*** from his novitiate days. Fr. Ittoop had a clear vision, of an Ashram he wanted to set up, by the time he was ordained a priest on April 26, 1975.

What was then printed on his invitation card tell us that his approach to life and mission was going to be not on a beaten path:

“Strip me of the myth of a priest,
Then you have me, a man like you,

A pilgrim, with an unclean slate,
Ordinary, shallow yet true.

But trying…
To give all human life, a religious depth,
To seek for You who sought me first,
To share, to care, to love and
To keep Your love somehow alive.

Because,
I believe You’ve grabbed me,
To share Your mission with all
In my own little stupid way”

‘That little stupid way’ was foreseen by him already as a novice, and he had the permission from his Congregation, to begin and spend his entire life in an ashram.

Says Fr. Ittoop, “However, after six months into it, I was asked by my superiors to be a formator. At my request, after 15 years of formation-ministry, I was permitted to move back to realise my original ashram-dream. Again, four years later, I was appointed to shoulder the responsibility of the international renewal programme at Nemi, Rome.

“The only reason I was allowed to come to Mumbai after 10 years at Nemi, was again the Ashram,” he laughs.

That was in 2006. Dhyan Kutir was blessed and inaugurated in 2009. “His own little stupid way” has taken him to what India most urgently needs now in the present scenario — an inter-spiritual-dialogue-ashram.

Having acquainted with preaching and directing retreats from a young age, Ittoop could visualize the enormous need of someone with a listening ear in a city like Mumbai. An Ashram would indeed help many who are distressed by the fast faced life; an Ashram would be like an oasis in the desert of noise in a metropolitan City.

Fr. Ittoop has facilitated 25 Chapters of different congregations and conducted workshops and retreats, both in India and abroad.

Dhyan Kutir is spotted by many individuals, and Congregations, when needs of guidance, counselling and spiritual direction were felt.

“It is an open ashram for all,” smiles Fr Ittoop standing in the meditative garden he has built up in front of the Ashram.

“All who come here, specially, the genuine seekers, give me the possibilities, ‘to give all human life a religious depth’, he added thoughtfully. Today he has changed the word from “religious” to “spiritual”.

More than 50% of those who come for his biweekly meditations are non-Christians. Higher Consciousness Circle (HiCoC), a group of spiritually inclined professionals, belonging to 6 different religions have made ‘his little stupid way’ a broad passageway to deep personal, psycho-spiritual interactions. It has become a healing cottage for some who look for alternate reasons for their diseases.

It would be interesting to listen to the experiences of those who visit the ashram for different purposes.

Afrid Patel had been seeking some sort of a spiritual anchor – not being inclined towards Gurus and self-proclaimed God men. She recalls her experience, “I didn’t think I would really find what I was looking for. One day, I had gone to pick up my daughter from her yoga classes from Gyan Ashram, next to Dhyan Kutir. As I was waiting for her, I felt suddenly drawn towards the garden that had the signboard “GOD-particles are here”.

“As I entered the ‘The garden’ I suddenly felt all my tensions, worries, frustrations and other negativities literally drained out of me as if the beautiful trees were pulling it all out from me. I was filled with a deep feeling of tranquillity and joy! Unknowingly, I had stopped walking and was standing there just transfixed absorbing the ethereal beauty around me. I could feel deep inside the divine vibrations of nature as I became a part of that garden as it embraced me into its arms. It was telling me “be still and know your roots. “When I reached the Dhyan Kutir hall, a group had just finished the meditation and was taking of Fr. Ittoop. That was my interaction as Fr. Ittoop warmly welcomed me and invited me to join the next meditation. As I look back it was as if the garden and the trees beckoned me as if they knew and felt my seeking ….entering the garden was the start of a very precious and special bond that I developed with Dhyan Kutir and I know my search has ended,” Mrs. Patel said with joy spreading on her face.

Dhyan Kutir has become a point of reference for those looking for renewal, healing and discernment. People of all faiths found it a place where they could find their inner selves.

For this Fr. Ittoop uses different methods: mediation, yoga, and personal counselling.

Says a Chartered Accountant Gaurav Joshi, “I took part in the guided meditation along with my uncle. From then on I tried not to miss the meditative sadhana, after experiencing what it does to me. I also had a few personal sessions with Fr Ittoop in some evenings. At the end of the day we need to have more positive people to be part of our journey. I was fortunate to find one in Dhyan Kutir.”

There are some who experience serenity and calmness just being at Dhyan Kutir like Ponnamma Anthony, Director, Hardwin Fasteners Private Ltd.

She recounts, “Some evenings I reached there directly from the office with a heavy mind, full of stress and tensions, but after the meditation I used to feel inner silence, calmness and tranquillity. Actually prayer and meditation empowered me a lot, giving me inner strength to face any challenges in my life even in my business world. By the time we completed the exercises before the start of the meditation proper, I could feel all my hurts and brokenness melting away, a heavy load carried away from me, followed by the blessing of complete relaxation of all my muscles and the smooth flow of energy all through my nerve centres and letting me experience total calmness and inner peace.”
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Hilda and Jerome Martis found the meditation at Dhyan Kutir transforming their entire lives.
“This experience alone is worth more than anything money could buy. Since 2017 after joining the group of meditators we have become aware that our brains have literally been rewired for happiness and peace. For example we rarely become angry; the migraine has been healed; we find happiness in unexpected places. We form deeper relationships and build friendships more easily,” they said in unison.

Dr. Palka Patwardan a Physiotherapist recounts, “My experience of meditation at Dhyan Kutir will ever remain unique. Regular meditation has given me a feeling of inner peace and serenity. Before meditation, we are guided to follow many vibrant exercises, making it holistic and healthy. Fr. Ittoop makes it easy for people from all walks of life to follow and practice both the series of exercises and then the step by step meditative procedure…”

“I believe the quest to know, ‘what is the purpose of life and why I am who I am’, led me to Dhyan Kutir,“ observed Donald Ferriera an IT Specialist.

“One day, as I stepped inside the inter-spiritual prayer room, called, “Bliss Heaven” I let go of myself, and all I have learned about meditation. I sat on the floor in the lotus position, looking towards the oval shape in the centre of the five circles on the wall. I imagined it as the seed of life, then closed my eyes. After a few minutes of total darkness and silence I slowly started seeing some form of human figure in soft white colour, passing through all directions one after the other. A few moments later an orchestration of colours (red, blue, yellow & white) would follow. I remained in that state for a few more minutes. When I opened my eyes, I felt weightless, calmed, relaxed, peaceful, happy and more. I said to myself this is the beginning,” Donald Ferriera described his experience..

‘The One who grabbed him to share His mission’ keeps showing Fr Ittoop the path probably He Himself would have taken in the noisy polluted world that rejoices in accessories forgetting the essentials.

***Fr. Ittoop Panikulam SVD is the Director of Dhyan Kutir Inter-Spiritual-Dialogue Point adjacent to Gyan Ashram.

According to Cardinal Oswald Gracias of Mumbai, “The people of Mumbai need a place of silence amid loud noise, a clean place in the middle of pollution and a place of healing as tensions tear life apart.” He also hoped that Dhyan Kutir would become an island of harmony and quiet for those seeking God and inner peace.
Dhyan Kutir provides all that along with a place for interiority and integration in a world of conflicts …

According to Father Panikulam, Dhyan Kutir envisages inter spiritual communion, aware of the desire of Jesus, that all be one just as Abba and He are one, (John 17:21) …

For Afrid Patel, a Parsi, Dhyan Kutir is among the most valuable places he has come to know. “I know millions of rupees cannot give us a place like this. I can feel vibrations of positive energy as I reach here. I do not want to miss the meditations here that constantly renew me.” …

Explaining the various activities carried out from this center, the priest says, “Bi-weekly meditative sessions are being given on every Tuesday and Thursday to people of all religions, in which around 30 people participate. These meditations are designed to get rid of negative energies that accumulate in our bodies because of tensions, to experience mental and physical relaxation and to realize one’s own true self and God.
“The guided meditations are based on traditional, mystical and classical Eastern methods; however it is given in an altogether new, creative and rather easy to experience ways which the participants can follow up step by step. In the concluding phase of the sacred gathering, the group is helped to silently participate in the presence and blessings of inter spiritual sacred synergy of everyone gathered in prayer. ” …

From the beginning of 2014, another spiritual seed was sown as a new group was born here. The name given to that group is HiCoC (Higher Consciousness Circle). …

Source: http://mattersindia.com/2017/06/dhyan-kutir-inter-spiritual-dialogue-point/
Dhyan Kutir — Inter-Spiritual-Dialogue Point Sr. Lissy Maruthanakuzhy, June 15, 2017        
“CATHOLIC” ASHRAMS (IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER) 

BISHOP THOMAS DABRE CONSORTS WITH THE ENEMY-THE BHARATIYA SANSKRITI PEETHAM AND THE BEDE GRIFFITHS SANGHA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/BISHOP_THOMAS_DABRE_CONSORTS_WITH_THE_ENEMY-THE_BHARATIYA_SANSKRITI_PEETHAM_AND_THE_BEDE_GRIFFITHS_SANGHA.doc
CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS’ SPIRITUALLY PERVERTED GYAN ASHRAM - SVD PRIESTS
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CARDINAL_OSWALD_GRACIAS_SPIRITUALLY_PERVERTED_GYAN_ASHRAM.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS OCTOBER 2005 96 pages [Written without using Google or the Internet]
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS-LETTERS FROM BISHOPS IN RESPONSE TO THE REPORT 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS-LETTERS_FROM_BISHOPS_IN_RESPONSE_TO_THE_REPORT.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS-REVISITED 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS-REVISITED.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS-SUMMARY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS-SUMMARY.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS-SUMMARY IN FRENCH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS-SUMMARY_IN_FRENCH.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS-SUMMARY IN SPANISH  

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS-SUMMARY_IN_SPANISH.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS-SUMMARY-MARIA LAURA PIO  

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS-SUMMARY-MARIA_LAURA_PIO.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS AND THE CAMALDOLESE BENEDICTINES 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS_AND_THE_CAMALDOLESE_BENEDICTINES.doc 

CATHOLIC ASHRAMS AND THE CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS_AND_THE_CATHOLIC_CHARISMATIC_RENEWAL.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS-SANNYASINS OR SWINDLERS-SITA RAM GOEL 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS-SANNYASINS_OR_SWINDLERS-SITA_RAM_GOEL.doc
CHARISINDIA ERRORS-13 CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL AND ACHARYA ANIL DEV IMS’ YOGA MATRIDHAM ASHRAM, VARANASI
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-13.doc
CHARISMATIC OM-CHANTING YOGA GURU SWAMI ANIL DEV TO PREACH IN CHENNAI COURTESY OF THE CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/CHARISMATIC_OM-CHANTING_YOGA_GURU_SWAMI_ANIL_DEV_TO_PREACH_IN_CHENNAI_COURTESY_OF_THE_CATHOLIC_CHARISMATIC_RENEWAL.doc
DHARMA BHARATHI-NEW AGE IN CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 1.8.2002/1.8.2003/JUNE 2009 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DHARMA_BHARATHI-NEW_AGE_IN_CATHOLIC_EDUCATIONAL_INSTITUTIONS.doc
DHARMA BHARATHI-LETTER TO THE BISHOP OF SRINAGAR 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DHARMA_BHARATHI-LETTER_TO_THE_BISHOP_OF_SRINAGAR.doc
DHARMA BHARATHI-LETTER TO THE CARDINAL, ERNAKULAM-ANGAMALY 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DHARMA_BHARATHI-LETTER_TO_THE_CARDINAL_ERNAKULAM_ANGAMALY.doc
DHARMA BHARATHI-LETTER TO THE CATHOLIC BISHOPS' CONFERENCE OF INDIA 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/DHARMA_BHARATHI-LETTER_TO_THE_CATHOLIC_BISHOPS_CONFERENCE_OF_INDIA.doc
DHARMA BHARATHI ASHRAM NEW AGE GURU SWAMI SACHIDANANDA BHARATHI BACKED BY BISHOPS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/DHARMA_BHARATHI_ASHRAM_NEW_AGE_GURU_SWAMI_SACHIDANANDA_BHARATHI_BACKED_BY_BISHOPS.doc 

FR JOE PEREIRA CALLS FOR INCLUSIVE EUCHARIST AND BEDE GRIFFITHS INDIAN RITE MASS 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_JOE_PEREIRA_CALLS_FOR_INCLUSIVE_EUCHARIST_AND_BEDE_GRIFFITHS_INDIAN_RITE_MASS.doc
FR VARGHESE ALENGADEN-UNIVERSAL SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/FR_VARGHESE_ALENGADEN-UNIVERSAL_SOLIDARITY_MOVEMENT.doc
FR VARGHESE ALENGADEN’S NEW AGE UNIVERSAL SOLIDARITY MOVEMENT NURTURED BY BISHOPS, PREACHES RETREATS TO THEM 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/FR_VARGHESE_ALENGADENS_NEW_AGE_UNIVERSAL_SOLIDARITY_MOVEMENT_NURTURED_BY_BISHOPS_PREACHES_RETREATS_TO_THEM.doc 
IN PICTURES-THE HINDUISED CATHOLIC ASHRAMS 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/IN_PICTURES-THE_HINDUISED_CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS.doc
JESUIT MONTHLY JIVAN PROMOTES NEW AGE, CATHOLIC ASHRAMS HERESY 

http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/JESUIT_MONTHLY_JIVAN_PROMOTES_NEW_AGE_CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS_HERESY.doc
JOHN MARTIN SAHAJANANDAS HERETICAL AND NEW AGE TEACHINGS-SACCIDANANDA ASHRAM  
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/JOHN_MARTIN_SAHAJANANDAS_HERETICAL_AND_NEW_AGE_TEACHINGS-SACCIDANANDA_ASHRAM.doc
JYOTI SAHI AND HIS NEW AGE ART ASHRAM IN BANGALORE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/JYOTI_SAHI_AND_HIS_NEW_AGE_ART_ASHRAM_IN_BANGALORE.doc
NBCLC-HARBINGER OF THE INDIAN RITE MASS AND LITURGICAL ABUSE
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NBCLC-HARBINGER_OF_THE_INDIAN_RITE_MASS_AND_LITURGICAL_ABUSE.doc
NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 02-THE PAPAL SEMINARY, PUNE, INDIAN THEOLOGIANS, AND THE CATHOLIC ASHRAMS   

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_02-THE_PAPAL_SEMINARY_PUNE_INDIAN_THEOLOGIANS_AND_THE_CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS.doc
NEW COMMUNITY BIBLE 17-EXTOLLED BY CAMALDOLESE BENEDICTINE OBLATE 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/NEW_COMMUNITY_BIBLE_17-EXTOLLED_BY_CAMALDOLESE_BENEDICTINE_OBLATE.doc
QUO VADIS BEDE GRIFFITHS-FR FINBARR FLANAGAN 
http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/QUO_VADIS_BEDE_GRIFFITHS-FR_FINBARR_FLANAGAN.doc
