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MARCH 13, 2018
Carnatic music performance desecrates Jesuits’ church
From: Name Withheld To: Archbishop of Madras-Mylapore
Cc: 

Sent: Fri, 23 Feb 2018 at 9:18 pm Subject: Carnatic concert at Loyola church on 26.02.8018

Your excellency, 

I am a Catholic from T Nagar parish. I wish to bring to your kind attention a news item in TOI today - the link of which I have given at the end. It’s about a Carnatic music concert to be held on 26th February at Loyola college church. The article mentions that songs of different faiths will be sung. I believe such programmes shouldn't be conducted inside a Church in the presence of the Eucharistic Lord. As you know better, other than confusing the faithful, it causes severe disrespect to our Lord and hence should be avoided. I request your lordship to consider and take appropriate action as you feel fit. 

I wish to state that I have used whatsapp also to inform you the same matter. I hope I haven't disturbed you

Yours in Lord Jesus…
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When Carnatic goes to church, it has got to be an act of faith and goodwill
https://m.timesofindia.com/city/chennai/when-carnatic-goes-to-church-it-has-got-to-be-an-act-of-faith-and-goodwill/amp_articleshow/63038304.cms
Chennai, February 23, 2018

TM Krishna’s kutcheri at church
http://www.thehindu.com/entertainment/music/tm-krishnas-kutcheri-at-church/article22868515.ece  
By Srinivasa Ramanujam, February 27/March 1, 2018
For the past few days, the Christ the King Church on the Loyola College campus has been resonating with the sound of ragas, with Carnatic singer T M Krishna and his ensemble seated in front of the altar rehearsing for the 'Abide with Me - In Togetherness' concert on February 26. 
It's the first time, says Father Francis Jayapathy, Rector, Loyola College, that the Loyola church is hosting a Carnatic concert. "For more than a quarter of a century our Institute for Dialogue with Culture and Religions has been researching aspects of various faiths. So when Krishna approached me with the idea of a concert, I was all for it. In today's multi-religious society, where more often than not faiths are pitted against each other, any attempt to celebrate oneness is welcome," he says. 
"The church is a holy space where any kind of sacred music is rendered, so we are looking forward to this evening, where Krishna will be including songs from the different faiths," adds Fr Jayapathy. The concert, which starts at 7pm, is free for all. 
An initiative by people from different faiths to promote communal harmony, the concert is being presented in collaboration with the Islamic Forum for the Promotion of Moderate Thought and Sri Vishnu Mohan Foundation (SVMF). "This is an unusual concert because it is organised by people of Islam, Christianity and Hinduism, bringing us all together," says Krishna, who performed in December in a British-era Afghan Church in Mumbai, where he sang songs of Tamil sufi singer Nagoor Hanifa, and ended his concert with an invocation to Allah. 
Violinist Akkarai Subhalakshmi, mridangist Arunprakash Krishnan, and ghatam player N Guruprasad form the ensemble with the vocalist.
Making Carnatic music a symbol of communal harmony
https://www.dtnext.in/Lifestyle/Culture/2018/02/25011444/1063051/Making-Carnatic-music-a-symbol-of-communal-harmony.vpf
By Nishadh Mohammad, Chennai, February 25, 2018

TM Krishna needs no introduction. Uncommon in his rendition of music and original in his interpretation of it, Krishna, a Ramon Magsaysay Award winner, is at once strong and subtle, manifestly traditional and stunningly innovative.
As a public intellectual, the ace Carnatic vocalist, speaks and writes about issues affecting the human condition and about matters cultural.

His honest interventions in current issues are examples of unparalleled activism. And his upcoming act that will be held at the Christ the King Church, Loyola College, a rare platform for a Carnatic music concert, is yet another attempt in that direction.

The organisers of the concert to be held at 7 pm on February 26 — Islamic Forum for the Promotion of Moderate Thought, Loyola College, and Sri Vishnu Mohan Foundation – are quite in sync with the theme Abide with Me — In togetherness, set in the context of promoting communal harmony. “India is very precariously poised. There is a concerted effort by extreme religious groups backed by political fronts to sharpen the divisions between us. This is affecting the way people feel, think, eat, and celebrate.

There is an urgent need to resist this attempt to make India a monolithic cultural entity.

In my mind, this concert is a challenge to religious and sociocultural bigotry,” begins Krishna.

Interestingly, the idea of this concert, took shape at another.

“Just a few months ago, I sang in the Afghan Church in Mumbai along with the ghatam maestro Vikku Vinayakram.

It was after that performance that we decided upon Abide with Me — In togetherness.

Rector of Loyola college, Fr. AM Jayapathy Francis SJ, my friend Faizur Rehman and I worked on making this happen.

The message is obvious in our title. I do believe this is just a beginning. I would love to sing at the Thousand Lights Mosque and I do hope I can sing on Christ and Allah in Hindu temples without hesitation,” adds Krishna.

Krishna’s brand of music isn’t bogged down by conventions of Carnatic music. At an earlier performance for instance, he interweaved a Bengali song and a Viruttam by writer Perumal Murugan. But what happens when an artiste breaks away from the mould?

“If art is about being free, then the artistic journey must give us the insight to recognise and dismantle things that strangle art itself. All that I do comes from this gift that music has given me. I am still learning,” he says.

One of his pioneering efforts, the Urur Olcott Kuppam Vizha, that recently held its fourth edition, has become an avenue for art to thrive beyond societal hierarchies and barriers. However, it continues to face criticism which also included some calling it cultural appropriation where folk culture was being co-opted into the classical.

“In the Vizha, the non-classical has its own pre- eminent position. The curation comes from the wide range of people which includes the people of the village. Critics forget that the people of Urur Olcott Kuppam have their own agency and preferences. This festival is as much a celebration of the culture of the fisherfolk, as it is about allowing all art forms and people to intermingle.

Over the last few years, the Vizha has also held non-classical events on stages that usually reserved for classical performances. I wish people who feel this way engage with the Vizha with greater seriousness. We can all learn from each other,” he puts forth.

It is perhaps because of these efforts that we’ve seen an increase in the number of youngsters, beyond the rasikas, attending Carnatic music concerts. “I think we need to take Carnatic music beyond the sabhas and let everyone experience it. I am not worried about numbers, but I would love to see diversity in the Carnatic universe.

Everyone has right to access and that cannot be stifled by upper-caste conservatism,” he says assertively.

There is another section’s perspective that there is a fear of art getting diluted when you try to make a complex art form more accessible. “The undertones in such a statement are so disturbing. Not only does this imply that the classical is far too complex for the common person, meaning that the common person is not good enough. This line of thought is so very problematic,” he explains. But is there no fear or apprehension in exploring certain narratives considering how creative freedom is under threat? He responds with a resounding “No”. Speaking of politics, will we see him entering active politics? “I am in politics and political. I also think it is essential that the political becomes an everyday truth rather than just an electoral instrument. Right now, I do not see myself as a party politician,” he responds.

Kutcheri at church
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-metroplus/kutcheri-at-church/article22873387.ece/amp/ 

Chennai, February 28, 2018
TM Krishna spent a considerable time tuning his tampura before Monday evening’s concert. He needn’t have; he was already in tune... with the hundreds of people gathered outside picturesque Christ the King Church inside Loyola College campus for a concert organised by the college, the Islamic Forum for the Promotion of Moderate Thought and Sri Vishnu Mohan Foundation.

The unique location for the musician’s kutcheri is an extension of his quest to take Carnatic music out of sabhas and place it within the ear’s reach of the common man. After successful “gigs” at the Urur Olcott Kuppam Vizha, Krishna has taken another seemingly-impossible step — performing in a church!

As the evening air wafted through, only occasionally interrupted by the buzz of a local train and the sounds of students chatting, Krishna launched into a musical journey traversing classical ragas including Bhairavi and Mohanam. The song list mirrored the theme of the evening: communal harmony.

And so, Krishna chose to start with a sloka put together by Mahatma Gandhi himself, before launching into a number composed by Vedanayakam Shastri in Mohanam raga. The singer was a picture of earnestness as he sojourned into the nuances and gamakas of the compositions that traversed different faiths and languages. “I won’t talk a lot, I’ll just sing,” he had announced earlier. And sing he did.

Even as the audience savoured the unique experience of the well lit-up church in the background, Krishna went on to sing varied compositions — one from the Bhakti movement, one from Nagoor Hanifa’s song in praise of Allah, and a Malayalam song on Jesus. While his focus was on the songs, his wit was also on display as he gently chided the men manning the sound console, repeatedly tweaking it: “Just leave that alone and listen to the music.”

Krishna’s vocal dexterity was aptly supplemented by Akkarai Subhalakshmi on the violin, Arunprakash Krishnan on the mridangam and N Guruprasad on the ghatam. For Subhalakshmi, the experience of performing in a Chennai church was “divine”. “Music performed anywhere is divine and beautiful. I’ve performed in churches in Europe, but I felt happy doing that in Chennai. Bringing Carnatic music to such varied venues and audiences is a noble cause,” she says.

The choice of songs were a pleasant surprise, not just to the audience but also to the accompanying artistes. Krishnan, who played the mridangam, says that most of the songs were new to him as well. “Since I always try to perform with an ear for the sound of the lyrics and the character of the melodic phrases, I was able to embellish and highlight beautiful music.We all know that ‘manida neyam’ is very important to us as human beings. This thought was reiterated within me after the concert.”

Krishna chose to end the musical evening on another unique note — with a one-line hymn in Hebrew on harmony and togetherness. He requested the audience to join in too. He announced that it was fine if no one knew the language. The audience responded. It was a language that was alien to them. But it spoke a language that they all understood.
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The Archbishop apparently intervened and the event was situated just outside the Church door but the sacrilege was already committed – the rehearsals were performed in the sanctuary of the Church.
Unfortunately, I was not able to access the printed story in the daily newspapers. 

The Jesuits of Loyola College are indistinguishable from lay men as one can see from the photograph below. They also avoid using the prefix “Reverend” or “Father” before their names.

In Chennai, their Institute for Dialogue with Culture and Religions on the Loyola College campus is in the forefront of the Hinduisation of the Church in the name of Interreligious or Interfaith Dialogue, celebrating the “oneness” of all religons. 
Posted by “Dr. Vincent Shekhar SJ”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y9wAZG5Z6PE 05:58
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NqvtPPzCfRg 10:38

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4pzZtJhdf2Y 12:48
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TM Krishna at Loyola College Christ the King Church for "Abide in me in togetherness" - Integrating songs from major religions
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