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MICHAEL PRABHU, SEPTEMBER 24, 2020
 

Catholic-Muslim interfaith dialogue fallout post the infamous Abu Dhabi Declaration of February 4, 2019
Top Muslim Torpedoes Interfaith Dialogue
Italian bishops mum as 'myth of moderate Islam' crumbles

https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/top-muslim-torpedoes-italys-interfaith-dialogue
Jules Gomes, Piacenza, Italy, September 24, 2020
[image: image2.jpg]



Italy's top Muslim leader, whose organization supports Pope Francis' pact with Islam*, is causing acute embarrassment to Catholic apologists of interfaith dialogue after he insulted Jews and Christians as heretics. 

Yassine Baradai, national secretary of the Union of Islamic Communities of Italy (UCOII) — the largest umbrella organization of the Islamic communities in Italy — sparked outrage after trashing Judaism and Christianity as "heresy" and a "manipulation of the original message of the prophets."
"Indeed, both these creeds are heresy according to Islam," and the Koran, Baradai wrote in an Aug. 29 Facebook post summarizing a sermon he'd delivered to mark the festival of Ashura.

"If it were otherwise, we as Muslims would be required to follow Judaism or Christianity, but Islam corrects the crippling made in the residual scriptures of the Torah and the gospel," Baradai remarked.

"Salvation was offered to the Israelite people and not the Jewish people, who are of recent nascency" since "the children of Israel weren't Jews," Baradai argued.  

The preacher also claimed that the Old Testament prophets "were not Jews, but Muslims" and "the children of Israel and the Jews are two different things." 
*http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/travels/2019/outside/documents/papa-francesco_20190204_documento-fratellanza-umana.html / A DOCUMENT ON HUMAN FRATERNITY FOR WORLD PEACE AND LIVING TOGETHER** page 6
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Yassine Baradai (left) at an interfaith dialogue meeting
'Slap in the Face'

"Not a single Jewish leader or Catholic bishop has the courage to protest and debunk these blasphemous public statements against the two Abrahamic religions, even though UCOII is seen as a leading member of the Catholic-Muslim dialogue scene in Italy," Francesco Maggio, expert in interreligious relations with Islam for Italy, told Church Militant.

"Baradai's statement is a slap in the face of Vatican II's pronouncements that 'Islam is among the three Abrahamic religions' and that 'Muslims worship with us a single, merciful God' — a position from which evangelicals adhering to the Bible have always distanced themselves," Maggio noted.

"However, UCOII feels the time is now ripe to turn the Vatican's inclusive policy into an exclusivist policy and thus subvert everything," he observed.  
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Pope Francis says he prays for interfaith dialogue that produces the "fruits of peace and justice." 1:33
In a YouTube interview Saturday, Maggio demanded an apology from UCOII, saying: "Mr. Baradai has degraded our sacred texts, dismissing them as 'residual' and called for them to be 'taken up and corrected.'"
"And since we are talking about dialogue here, I clearly do not see the same spirit coming from this Islamic leader, the current national secretary of the UCOII."

Maggio also said Catholic leaders were deliberately "maintaining radio silence" for fear that the controversy might "raise a stink" just before Pope Francis signs his Fratelli Tutti ("All Brothers") encyclical on human fraternity in Assisi on Oct. 3.  
Colleague Unrepentant

In May, UCOII signed on to Pope Francis' appeal for all religions to join together in prayer for relief from the Wuhan pandemic. (May 14, https://ucoii.org/2020/05/11/accogliamo-lappello-del-papa-per-pregare-insieme-il-14-maggio/)
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                                                  Yassine Lafram with Abp. Matteo Zuppi
"As an Islamic community and as citizens of this country, we are called to brotherhood and closeness with other religious confessions. For this reason, we have decided to welcome with great pleasure the pope's invitation to join us all humbly in prayer and fasting," Yassine Lafram, president of UCOII said in a statement.
The Muslim response to Pope Francis' interfaith initiative was applauded and publicized by the Italian Episcopal Conference in the bishops' national newspaper Avvenire.

"For Yassine Lafram ... adhering to the pope's appeal is not a formality. Indeed, it is a necessity," Avvenire trumpeted.

But Lafram, who was awarded the pontifical medal by Pope Francis in 2017 at the behest of Bologna archbishop Matteo Zuppi, has not apologized on behalf of UCOII for his colleague's anti-Catholic and anti-Jewish comments.

"They are playing a good cop-bad cop act, but in the end, UCOII is hardly a bastion of moderate Islam," Maggio told Church Militant, noting that the constituent founding members of UCOII had close links with the Muslim Brotherhood and other militant Muslim bodies.

"With Baradai's reckless statements, the UCOII has lost the little credibility they had," Maggio said.

"In these weeks I have found confirmation that there is no moderate Islam represented in Italy by the 10 or so most prominent presidents [of different Muslim bodies] in Italy, even though we hear them on TV proclaiming themselves moderate."
One Apology, But Closed Door

"By not intervening to correct the young Yassine Baradai, their silence is significant," Maggio stated, noting that only Abdellah Redouane, head of the Great Mosque of Rome, has come forward to rebuke Baradai for his offensive statements.

"The Islamic Cultural Center of Italy, the only Islamic body officially recognized by the Italian Republic, expresses its confusion and outrage at the unjustified and unacceptable statements made by UCOII General Secretary Yassine Baradai that define Judaism and Christianity," Redouane said.
"The Islamic Cultural Center of Italy expresses its closeness to the Jewish and Christian brothers, who rightly felt offended by these statements," he added.

Ironically, in 2016, Redouane refused to take part in an initiative to open the doors of the Great Mosque of Rome to welcome Catholics during the festival of Eid. 

Over 2,000 mosques in Italy had signed up to the Italy-wide scheme to welcome believers from other religions.  

Redouane also shunned an invitation to participate in a Mass after the killing of French priest Fr. Jacques Hamel by two Islamic terrorists in Normandy, even though an Islamic delegation took part in the service.

BACKGROUND:
Pope, Muslim Envoy Push Interfaith Shrine

Francis hypes 'Human Fraternity' as most important historical document
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/pope-muslim-envoy-discuss-interfaith-shrine 
Jules Gomes, Vatican City, August 18, 2020
Pope Francis and a top Muslim envoy have met to discuss the implementation of the pontiff's Catholic-Muslim Abu Dhabi declaration and progress made on building the proposed Abrahamic interfaith shrine.
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Twitter statement from the HCHF on the historic declaration

Two days after the meeting, HCHF [Higher Committee of Human Fraternity] announced that Pope Francis and Grand Imam of al-Azhar Ahmad al-Tayyeb had "identified the document on Human Fraternity as the most important humanitarian document in modern history."
The meeting with Judge Mohamed Abdel-Salam, secretary-general of the Higher Committee of Human Fraternity (HCHF), was not announced in the pope's official itinerary, and Vatican News did not report the meeting.

Sources told Church Militant that the July 31 meeting was held in anticipation of the first anniversary of the formation of the HCHF, which falls on the Feast of the Assumption.

The meeting is said to have focused on the work carried out over the year by the HCHF on its projects and initiatives, especially on the building of the three-faiths worship center — the Abrahamic Family House — which is expected to be built by June or July 2022.

Project: Based on Falsity

In comments to Church Militant, eminent Islamic scholar Robert Spencer explained how "the Abrahamic Family House is based on a false premise."

"In speaking of Abraham, Pope Francis probably thinks of Genesis 22:15–18, in which Abraham is rewarded for his faith and told he will become a blessing to the nations: 'by your descendants shall all the nations of the earth bless themselves, because you have obeyed my voice,'" Spencer said.

"But Muslims don't consider Genesis to be Scripture, or for the most part even read it. They read the Qur'an," Spencer noted.

"In Sura 60, Allah says that Abraham is an 'excellent example' (uswa hasana, أُسْوَةٌ حَسَنَةٌ, a term applied also to Muhammad in 33:21) for the believers when he tells his pagan family and people that 'there has arisen, between us and you, enmity and hatred forever, unless you believe in Allah and him alone' (60:4)," Spencer explained.
"The same verse goes on to say that Abraham is not an excellent example when he tells his father, 'I will pray for forgiveness for you.' Hatred is held up as exemplary; forgiveness is explicitly declared to be not exemplary," he noted.

"The Abrahamic Family House thus promotes a commonality of faith and an openness and mutuality that simply isn't present from the Islamic side," observed Spencer, author of best-selling The Politically Incorrect Guide to Islam.

An HCHF statement stressed that the Holy Father, during the meeting, expressed his "keenness to activate the [human fraternity] document globally" and "turn its principles into reality."
The interfaith shrine, which the pontiff is enthusiastically promoting, bundles together a mosque orientated toward Mecca, a church with its altar facing east towards the sun, and a synagogue with its podium and Torah facing Jerusalem.

The three temples will share a similar silhouette symbolizing unity but vary in their facades and interiors, with vaults for the mosque, screens for the synagogue and colonnades for the church.

The multifaith complex designed by Adjaye Associates under the supervision of British architect Sir David Adjaye OBE will be built on Saadiyat Island in the United Arab Emirates, not far from the new Louvre Abu Dhabi, an art and civilization museum.
The decision to build the complex was a result of Pope Francis' Abu Dhabi meeting with the Grand Imam al-Tayyeb (Sunni Islam's top religious leader) in February 2019.

No 'Security' in Abuses

Human rights organizations have highlighted systemic exploitation of migrant workers on Saadiyat Island used to build elite vanity projects.

Abuses include forced labor, employers withholding wages and benefits, failing to reimburse migrant laborers for recruiting fees, confiscating workers' passports and housing them in substandard accommodation.  

The HCHF has also stated that its goal is to "translate the principles of the document on Human Fraternity into policies, resolutions, legislative texts, educational curricula, information materials, and effect initiatives to help humanity find security, tolerance and peace."

The document "is the most important of its kind in the modern history of interfaith dialogue," it emphasized.

'Deception' Breeds 'Complacency'

But Spencer told Church Militant that "the Abu Dhabi declaration and the Higher Committee of Human Fraternity is a massive exercise in deception on the one side and wishful thinking on the other."

"Ahmad al-Tayyeb did not and could not change Islamic doctrine when he signed the pact; the calls in Islamic texts and teachings for warfare against and the subjugation of unbelievers remain unchallenged," Spencer maintained.

"The declaration's statement that terrorism is a perversion of religious doctrine is false and misleading and breeds a dangerous complacency among Catholics," he said.

"The implementation of this untrue and pernicious document can only mean more trouble for the Church, as the truth about the jihad threat against Christians is further stigmatized and marginalized," Spencer warned.
Vatican: ‘Shun Stereotypes of Islam’

New 'inclusive' catechesis directory favors 'dialogue' to 'evangelism'

https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/vatican-shun-stereotypes-of-islam
Jules Gomes, June 26, 2020
Top Court Declares Hagia Sophia a Mosque

Vatican silent as verdict triggers geopolitical tremors 

https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/court-declares-hagia-sophia-a-mosque
Jules Gomes, July 9, 2020
Theologian: Vatican II Justifies Hagia Sophia As Mosque

Says Pope affirms one God for Muslims and Christians 

https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/vatican-ii-used-to-justify-hagia-sophia-grab
Jules Gomes, July 10, 2020
Pope Skirts Hagia Sophia in Six Words

Historian rips pontiff's 'studied ambiguity' 

https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/pope-skirts-hagia-sophia-in-six-words 
Jules Gomes, July 13, 2020
Islam: Conquer Rome after Constantinople

Historian warns Islam will target St. Peter's after Hagia Sophia 

https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/islams-goal-conquer-rome-after-constantinople
Jules Gomes, July 13, 2020
Hagia Sophia Imam Defends Sword Sermon

Islam's message is of conversion and conquest 

https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/hagia-sophia-turkey-defends-sermon-with-a-sword
Jules Gomes, August 12, 2020

Turkey Converts Chora Church into Mosque

Hagia Sophia sets precedent for Muslim capture of churches

https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/turkey-converts-chora-church-into-mosque
Jules Gomes, August 21, 2020
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http://ephesians-511.net/recent/docs/YOU_DONT_HAVE_TO_BE_CATHOLIC_TO_BE_FOCOLARE.doc 
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