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APRIL 2011/2018


"Not to oppose error is to approve it, and not to defend the truth is to suppress it" - Pope St. Felix III

Note: In this report I may occasionally use bold print, Italics, or word underlining for emphasis. This will be my personal emphasis and not that of the source that I am quoting. 

Q:
Are Catholic Charismatics doing the right thing following Pentecostal ways? Praying, interpretation of Scripture by laity at an assembly, prophecies, visions, anointing and especially 'calling down of the Holy Spirit’ as if they had a handle on God. It is usually well explained that it is not a sacramental anointing and that the oil they use is not Chrism so the error is not in the use of the oil but there should not be any anointing unless given only by a priest, (although we can all bless each other with a sign of the cross on the forehead). The use of blessed oil for anointing at their gatherings is very questionable. If I remember well what a Cardinal in Rome said, "there should be no anointing except that of the sacramental anointing of the sick". Can we even use the term Catholic Charismatic? Does the Magisterium of the Church accept this movement? What I seem to understand in the document of Pope Paul VI is that they are still investigating and it is under the direction of a Cardinal when they gather in the city of Rome someplace for their annual retreat. A Catholic parishioner is near a Pentecostal Church in the parish where this person attends and he sees many irregularities in their beliefs. Thank you for your patience and time. Blessings, Bernadette, St. Albert (suburb of Edmonton), Alberta, Canada

A:
"Our English word 'charism' is from the Greek 'charisma', which refers to a 'free gift'. 

Charismata refer to spiritual gifts in general, or answer to prayers.

Charismata are special gifts which, as service directed to the Lord, manifest the work of God through the Holy Spirit – all for the common good of the body of believers, the Church. The gifts always point to the giver; their authentic use in the Church is a fulfillment of God’s work initiated in the Old Testament. Those belonging to the Charismatic Renewal are sometimes called Catholic Pentecostals. The word 'charismatic' has Greek roots and means 'gifted'. The personal experience that charismatics share is called the 'baptism of the Holy Spirit', through which God’s Spirit renews them and fills them with grace. Some claim special gifts, such as that of healing or the ability to speak in tongues. In 1976 the American bishops gave cautious support to the movement, and Popes Paul VI and John Paul II have also given the charismatics significant support. The bishop’s caution is due to some historical problems of Protestant charismatics, who deny the authority of bishops and the value of sacraments, espousing biblical fundamentalism and group exclusiveness. In recent years the Catholic Charismatic Renewal has become characterized by a strong adherence to the Pope and a lively and biblically rooted devotion to the Eucharist and the Blessed Mother."
 

Occasionally my wife and I will attend a charismatic conference or local event although we do not identify ourselves with the title of 'charismatic'. We both have spiritual gifts that the Lord has given us and we use them. When asked if we are charismatics, we simply reply that we are Roman Catholics loyal to our pope and those bishops who are in union with him and that we have gifts from the Holy Spirit that we use when prompted to do so by the Holy Spirit. 

I have been with many that call themselves Catholic charismatics who insist that one must have the gift of 'tongues' if one is charismatic. They then insist that one can be 'taught' to pray or speak in tongues. I was very uncomfortable with this because the scriptures say that we all have different gifts, not the same ones. Further, a gift is 'freely given' by God, it is not something that we must learn by the teachings of others. If we must learn it, it is no longer a gift! 

"There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there are different forms of service but the same Lord; there are different workings but the same God who produces all of them in everyone. To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit. To one is given through the Spirit the expression of wisdom; to another the expression of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit; to another mighty deeds; to another prophecy; to another discernment of spirits; to another varieties of tongues; to another interpretation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit produces all of these, distributing them individually to each person as he wishes."

You ask if only a priest can use oil to give a blessing. There are certain sacramental anointings that can only be given by a priest, such as baptismal anointings, anointings of those being brought into the Church, the sacrament of the sick, etc. However, the Church has historically allowed the laity to used blessed oil on one another when praying for one another. This is normally done by using an oil blessed by a priest or deacon to make the sign of the cross on a person’s forehead or, occasionally, to make the sign of the cross on a part of a person where you are praying for a certain healing. Example: Your daughter has a broken ankle from a skating accident so you make the sign of the cross with blessed oil on the broken ankle. 

"Oil of the saints is an oily or other liquid which has exuded from the relics of certain saints, an oil which has been poured over the relics of certain saints and collected as a sacramental, or an oil blessed in honor of a certain saint. The oil is used for anointing with prayer for the intercession of the saint and faith in God for health of the soul and body."
 

"On the occasion of a feast or season of the liturgical year or in honor of Mary or other saints, it is customary in some places to celebrate a rite for the blessing of food or drink (for example, bread, water, wine, oil <my emphasis>) or of other articles that the faithful devoutly present to be blessed."
 

Note: This quote from The Book of Blessings is an instruction for the priest or deacon on blessings items (which makes them sacramentals) for the laity to use and includes oil.

You asked if Catholic charismatics are correct in praying and interpreting Scripture. 

I am presuming your question means if it is correct for Catholics to pray with Protestants. We should never give a different interpretation of Scripture other than what the Catholic Church has interpreted. So, if they are just sharing an interpretation as the Catholic Church has already determined, that is permissible. It is also permissible for Catholics to pray with Protestants as long as the prayers are pure. Example: If during intercessory prayers a Protestant prayed the intention that God bring the Catholics to believe that they should not follow the teachings of the pope, we cannot and must not join in that type of prayer. There is no restriction on who you pray for or over. If someone needs prayer, I pray for him or her. I don’t ask them what denomination they are, I pray for everyone. I hope that this report has answered your questions. If something needs further clarification, please ask!

This report prepared on 01/24/04, by Ronald Smith, 11701 Maplewood Road, Chardon, Ohio 44024-8482, email: hfministry@roadrunner.com. It may be copied and given to anyone that it may help as long as it is copied in its entirety.

I refer to Ron Smith’s sharing: 

Occasionally my wife and I will attend a charismatic conference or local event although we do not identify ourselves with the title of 'charismatic'. We both have spiritual gifts that the Lord has given us and we use them. When asked if we are charismatics, we simply reply that we are Roman Catholics loyal to our pope and those bishops who are in union with him and that we have gifts from the Holy Spirit that we use when prompted to do so by the Holy Spirit.

Ron Smith echoes my sentiments. 

My wife and I, in the second phase of the growth of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal [CCR] in New Delhi, India, planted several prayer groups across the city commencing with one in our own parish of St. Michael’s Church, Prasad Nagar in the second week of June 1982. This was initiated by us against messages received in locutions by members of the Mendonza family in Coonoor, Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu, occurring during family prayer [that included the Rosary, a Bible reading and hymns, from December 25, 1981, resulting in my conversion experience during my visit and ten-day stay there in May 1982.

During those ten days, my wife and I and our sons aged four and seven witnessed and experienced most of the "charismatic" gifts being "operated" in a sovereign intervention of the Holy Spirit in this family [meaning that they had no prior exposure to or association with charismatic prayer meetings.]

Several messages addressed to me were in the nature of requests from Jesus and His Blessed Mother to start a prayer group in New Delhi on my return, to tell the Bishops that the Charismatic Renewal in the Church is the work of the Holy Spirit, and an assurance that the Renewal would "grow" there.

Another assurance given to me was that one day my ministry would reach "tens of thousands".

Three things must be noted here:

1. It was several years since I had been to Church and the Sacraments. I was a lapsed Catholic.

2. I had never handled -- leave alone possessed -- a Bible before in my life.

3. I had never ever heard the term "Charismatic Renewal".

I was privileged to be a member of the first service team of the CCR in New Delhi and continued to serve it almost until I left the city. We organised the first CCR retreats, seminars, vigils and rallies.

However, after moving to Chennai, my experience with the CCR here was not in the least edifying.

In fact, a lot of what I heard and saw scandalized and confused me.

Apart from the common problems that exist in other pious associations and which -- from my isolated Delhi experience -- I naively expected not to encounter among charismatic leaders, what troubled me even more were the excesses that I noted, in teaching, in practice, even in the liturgy of the Holy Mass. I recall that as early as in 1982 itself, I had heard a message from Jesus through a locutionist in Coonoor lamenting the destruction by charismatic Catholics themselves of "this beautiful Renewal" – to use the words "received" from Our Lord. The locutionist wept while giving us this message.

Readers are not obliged to consider or believe any of this, as this is what is called "Private Revelation". Neither do I base my own Faith, my Christian living or my ministry on these revelations.

The fact that I was in part-time ministry till 1992 in Delhi, and am now in full-time ministry, living by faith since 1993, is in itself a testimony to the fulfilment of the Coonoor "prophecies".

The Charismatic Renewal is now centered in New Delhi, a possibility whose mention would have been laughed at only a few years earlier by the prayer groups and leaders of Bangalore and Mumbai which were once the National Centres of the different ministries of the Renewal, and the deep South, especially Kerala, which has produced scores of charismatic ministries over the last thirty years.

I must add that the original notebook in which scores of these messages were recorded is in my possession, and so too a couple of audio-tapes of a few hours of these messages. They have been examined by many people and a few priests over the years. Yet, as far as my ministry is concerned, I place such little emphasis on this experiential background of mine that few of even my very closest friends are aware of it and would be greatly surprised if they read what I am sharing here.

Like Ron Smith, I am not pleased to label myself a "charismatic" for the reasons mentioned above [and a few others which I have not mentioned here but which I write about in the contexts of my different articles and reports]. Responding to enquiries, I reply that my spirituality is charismatic, but at the same time it is my belief that there are other unique spiritualities too in the Church.

Some of my main problems with the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in India [and I am generalizing on its leaders here, not the humble and sincere majority in the rank and file membership] are:

1. Ignorance: 

There are very few speakers who cannot be replaced by another; there is almost no one with a unique ministry, no one who speaks on any one of a myriad of subjects that today’s Catholic needs to hear.  

2. Power-mongering and nepotism: 

Charges that are self-evident if one looks at the constituted service teams, charges leveled by some leaders themselves. Many good and gifted leaders have left the Renewal in disgust, a few the Church.

There are other charges that some of the elections are "rigged" [influenced]. I experienced one such in Delhi when a National Chairman, a priest, flew over to oversee an election of the Service Team.

3. A spirit of compromise: 

The CCR exists and functions at the pleasure of the Bishops; hence any issue that might ruffle episcopal feathers is carefully avoided. [Example: even an international seminar -- by exorcists -- on EXORCISM and Deliverance had to be called a Seminar on HEALING and Deliverance.]

4. Absence of a prophetic spirit: 

Senior Renewal leaders [including priests] who write to me privately lament the errors being printed in Catholic literature, taught in the seminaries, encouraged by the dioceses, institutionalized in the Church, and even practiced and promoted by prominent Renewal leaders [again, including priests], but they do nothing about it, even co-hosting programmes with offenders.

I have had several cases reported to me of those being removed who challenged the status quo.

5. An inordinate pursuance of the phenomenal gifts: 

Healing conventions, programmes led by priests or lay persons known to exercise the gifts of visions, prophecy, the Word of Knowledge, deliverance, "slaying in the spirit", etc. draw crowds. Relatively serious themes like apologetics, New Age, studies of Vatican Documents/Scripture and mundane issues related to growth in holiness are fairly non-existent or elicit a much less enthusiastic response.

As a combination of all the above, the leaders have no incentive to learn anything new or different.

They can hardly think or act outside the box -- the articles written by Indians in at least a dozen charismatic publications are proof of this; they still need to reprint articles from a decade or two old U.S. charismatic magazines -- because they don’t need to. The faith of the common charismatic Catholic is often based on emotional experience and unquestioning loyalty to the teachings of his group leader. They are quite content with the sense of security from being accepted in their charismatic circles and with the milk that they are fed instead of a gradual progression to solid food.

With the collapse of any of their securities, charismatics drop out of the Renewal or leave the Church.

I can list several former regional chairmen who simply "vanished" after their elected terms were over. 

6. Errors and excesses:

Example: "Smoking and drinking of alcohol is a mortal sin." Nowhere does the Church teach that*.

Example: Regional and national-level leaders and preachers have been or are into New Age. 

Example: Some who are closet Pentecostals or who reject Marian or other doctrines or who teach erroneous doctrines like "Word Faith theology" are encouraged to minister in the Renewal.

Example: Use of the "Om" mantra in bhajans. Check out the Praise the Lord CCR official hymnal.

Example: The faithful adopting the "Orans" posture a la the celebrant during the Our Father, the priest leaving the altar/sanctuary during the "exchange of peace", singing at the elevation, self-intinction, "praying/singing in tongues" during the Liturgy, congregation joining in singing the Doxology, felicitations and applause, etc. The list is far from exhaustive. Occurrences of the above -- and many others -- are documented in different articles and reports on this ministry’s web site.

The CCR has to a great extent become one more pious activity in the Church, an end unto itself.

I would like to assert once again that I am not indulging in charismatic-bashing or in condemning the Catholic Charismatic Renewal; I reiterate that my spirituality is very much charismatic.

I write as one who would like to see, as it were, a new Pentecost in the Charismatic Renewal, or as my mentor, the late charismatic priest Fr. Francis Rebello SJ prayed for, "a renewal of the Renewal".
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