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OCTOBER 9/26, 2018
Catholic Charismatic Renewal in India: Tracking the lies and hypocrisy – Francis D’Souza, Cyril John and Constantine Fernandez
GIFTS VERSUS THE FRUITS

Which is more important?
By Anthony Lobo, Bandra, Mumbai
CHARISINDIA, Montly of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in India, August 2017

Anthony Lobo has been active in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal since 1975. He is in the ministry of Inner Healing and has conducted scores of retreats and workshops both in India and overseas. This extract from article of his, laying bare the truth about the state of the CCR in India, apparently escaped the censor’s scrutiny (maybe Mr. Constantine Fernandez, present Chief Editor, and former Chairman, National Service Team, didn’t even read it after noting the name of the author and the innocuous subject caption). 
      I returned after 5 years, very excited to attend the prayer meeting in my home town, expecting great and wonderful things.  I became crestfallen when I saw the numbers had fallen to a mere handful, there was no joy in Praise, hymns were sung one after the other, no participation, and even Praying in Tongues was dull and un-inspiring.  Besides tongues there was no other manifestation of the gifts.  The only saving grace perhaps was the teaching given by someone who had to travel one hour to give a 25 minute talk.   I believe that the group could not be called Charismatic any longer.   

  On reflecting I noticed the same people giving the same prophecies of 5 years ago. 
Mr A was still dominating and wanting his way, Mrs B always seeking the limelight, Ms C still had her usual cynical ways of speaking to and of people, Mr and Mrs D once a couple so many were inspired by, now always sit apart and are heard to make sarcastic remarks, Mr and Mrs F still suffering from ill-health, Mr G ‘s child has become a drug addict, Mrs H’s daughter become pregnant before marriage and finally Mr I dresses up in funny feminine clothes, wears ear rings and bangles.  Finally, no other gifts such as Teaching or Healing have developed.  

   The above is based on factual reports from a region.  So how are we in the prayer group different, better, more spirit-filled, than anybody in the rest of the Parish?  Other Parishioners seem to be able to run their families and homes and children in peace.  The children study decently hard and do well.  Some excel.  The parents are not particularly very religious but live in harmony and happiness.  They too have their struggles but somehow in their own way or manner of prayer, get by. They may not be too keen to pray in tongues and evangelize but in their own way involved with service in the Parish.

   Is it therefore better to be hard-working, Sunday going Catholics with a fundamentally united family than a “so called Spirit-filled but hurting and broken community”.   Even my Hindu neighbours, though they have their idols all over their home, live in peace and harmony.

      Whenever asked, “How is your prayer group doing?” the answer usually is “Praise the Lord brother, the numbers have doubled, the youth are engaged in ministry, and our music ministry sends us to heaven each time; Mr A’s son got a good job, Mr B’s daughter is happily married, Mr C has got excellent retirement benefits, many have been healed of painful ailments and marriage relationships rectified.  Truly blessings from the good Lord and Father which we are ever grateful for and increases our Faith.”
      But are these blessings exclusive to Charismatics?  Are they available only to those participating in prayer groups?  What about those not involved with prayer meetings and CCR?  Are not many in the Parish also experiencing the Father’s love and mercy, blessings and graces?

      What then is the whole point of Charismatic Renewal?  […]

For more detail, see CHARISINDIA ERRORS-14 http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-14.doc
The author of the above article emailed me soft copies of two other fine articles which I shall be uploading separately at our site, and this is what he had to say to me in one of his covering letters:
“I stopped writing because in the last one … Prof. Constantine cut and trimmed the content, cutting out important points in the article, making it meaningless.  On confronting him I never got a reply back.” 
More of (he likes to be addressed as “Professor”) Fernandez’s crookedness (with this writer) on pages 5-9.
I reproduce here a few lines extracted from Lobo’s June 2017 CHARISINDIA article on “Inner Healing and Christian Leadership” (I have put in bold red the three points that Anthony Lobo is stressing on):

      Till Vatican II and Catholic Charismatic Renewal which began soon after, there was little or no room at all, for Leadership in the Church, for lay people.  All pastoring, teaching and instruction came from the clergy and as obedient good followers of Christ we were expected to listen and obey.  Which most lay people did, willingly and lovingly.
      With the onset of Renewal Movements but especially Catholic Charismatic Renewal, the Holy Spirit literally forged and powered a way into the Church structure, establishing prayer groups and communities wherever He flowed.  This brought about the need for people to lead, direct and guide the growth of persons and prayer groups. True lay leaders were scarce and initially most Service Teams and Advisory Committees were over-all led by priests and religious in the Charismatic Renewal.  The common understanding though was, that CCR was a movement of the lay people.
       Lay people had few opportunities for faith-formation, and little or none at all of pastoral training - mentally, spiritually and especially emotionally.  Subsequently, as with any aspect of a fast paced modern Life, it was felt that 9 weeks of preparation that existed those days (Life in the Spirit Seminars) was too long drawn out and unexciting.  The desire for quicker and more dramatic results grew.  This led to Retreat based Charismatic Renewal.  Retreat Teams and Centres sprung up everywhere.  The Spirit of God manifested Himself powerfully through gifts, healing and deliverance.  Thousands were touched.  But very few were trained and formed into leaders.  The stress at these retreats perhaps was the dramatic, signs and wonders rather than Fruit of the Spirit.

      It is the Life in the Spirit Seminars, conducted over a nine week period that provides a more comprehensive and complete understanding of the Christian message.  One input per week provides the time necessary and freedom to imbibe, reflect and absorb the Word of God.  The Word of God has the time available to change and transform, intellectually and spiritually.

      A most crucial and Leadership building role is done by the last two talks of the Life in the Spirit Seminars which are all but forgotten at Retreats and replaced by Healing Services instead. 
Anthony Lobo is pointing out that the resultant leadersip quality is poor because the duration of the Life in the Spirit Seminars was reduced from the proper nine weeks to a few days, that crucial talks were dropped, and that the new emphasis was on the phenomena-accompanying Gifts rather than on the Fruits of the Holy Spirit. One cannot but concur with the truth of what he says.
And here are a few lines extracted from Lobo’s July 2017 CHARISINDIA article on “The Baptism of the Holy Spirit” (again my emphases in red):

      For me Inner Healing is an on-going experience - An experience not merely of being set free of emotional wounds, but in the process, being led into a deeper relationship with the Trinity, growing strong in my self-worth and my true identity as a child of God, being anointed and empowered with the gifts.  This for me therefore is an on-going immersion into the Life of God - my Baptism of the Holy Spirit.

      Possibly many have the following misunderstandings about the Baptism of the Holy Spirit:

One – An experience of the Lord at a Retreat or a Retreat Centre has taken care of every shortcoming and failure.  The more dramatic the healing touch of the Lord, the greater this belief.  Especially when on stage and into Ministry, one is inclined to believe this all the more. Or
Two – At the most, a deeper infilling of the Spirit takes place only when specifically prayed for, at a leaders meet, a conference or even a convention.

       Little perhaps does one realize that the Spirit of the Lord has only just begun His work of transformation and there is still a long way to go. We may not realize what else has to be done but the Spirit knows.  His main task is to melt us, to mould us, to fill us and to use us. To make us perfect as “my Heavenly Father is perfect” (Mt.5:48). And this carries on every day, every moment, especially when we least expect it or are aware that it is happening.

      There are cases of well-known TV evangelists who have fallen along the way. Their secret lives have been documented and published, destroying a once successful and worldwide ministry, overnight.  Thousands have as a consequence lost their faith. Music and Song writers whose hymns we use during our times of Praise and Worship, have fallen into the trap of the Evil one. Couples who were once on the national stage do not relate to one another today. Those powerfully gifted with gifts of healing are in need of healing themselves. Hurt and even sub-conscious hatred continues to exist. As my previous article explains, hurts lying deep within often enough lead us into sin.

      St. Peter lived with Jesus for three years. St Paul had a life shattering and changing experience on the Road to Damascus. Their encounters with the Lord and His Spirit were phenomenal in nature and cannot be compared with any other. 

      Yet did these encounters make them perfect?  Did these encounters take care of every single problem, weakness of character, fear in their lives?  Paul accused Peter of not being true to the good news out of fear (Gal.2:12). This seems to indicate that Peter was not strong enough to stand up to those who did not accept the full message.  Was he a bit timid in nature?  And this, despite his PENTECOSTAL experience?

      Paul on the other hand says in Corinthians, ‘I had a thorn in the flesh’.  Three times I took it to the Lord in prayer. (2Cor.12:7-8) And this, despite the phenomenal experience of the lord on the road to Damascus?  Perhaps that is why he encourages the Phillipians in 2:12 to work out their salvation with fear and trembling.  What about us?  What about you?

       Especially if we are in a role of seniority and leadership, let us be humble and accept that we are not perfect. In our desire to become the NEW CREATION in Christ we still have a long and sometimes challenging journey to cover.  

What Anthony Lobo is truthfully stating here is that unhealed, “incompletely” transformed individuals are in Charismatic leadership after one-time retreat experiences. They believe and act as if they are greatly anointed by the Holy Spirit. I may add that these individuals don’t know much else than what they hear or themselves deliver at retreat after retreat, seminar after seminar and Convention after Convention. Which partially explains the sorry state of the CCR today from its top-ranking leaders to its lowest members.

Any “leader” can give the very same talks that another can. Not a single speaker is irreplaceable. There are no “specialists” (not even a single one in my opinion) who can deliver a talk (forget about a seminar) without intensive preparation and borrowing on subjects that I have specialized on, such as New Age dangers, Catholic Apologetics, True Ecumenism and Interreligious Dialogue, Liturgy and the Rubrics, etc.

They do not have the faintest “understanding of the times” to know what God’s people have to do. Cf. 1 Chronicles 12:32, 33

“My people perish for want of knowledge. Since you have rejected knowledge, I will reject you from my priesthood.” Hosea 4:6

This becomes quite evident when one studies the articles in the CHARISINDIA magazine and the themes of the programmes being offered to charismatics. Now we understand the reasons for the repeated errors that surface in CHARISINDIA! After five decades, there aren’t many Indian contributors to CHARISINDIA, and even the few who contribute end up in error. As I relook at the last few years’ issues, I will develop on these errors in my reports, re-commencing the series (see last page of this file) with CHARISINDIA ERRORS-11. 
(The two uncensored-by-Constantine Fernandez articles of Anthony Lobo are available at the “Articles” section of my web site.)
***
My emails to Francis D’Souza, presently on the editorial board of CHARISINDIA and regular contributor of articles commencing with a selected one from him received 6 years ago followed by 3 recent ones from me:
From: Francis Dsouza To: prabhu Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2012 8:54 AM

Subject: Re: VERY SORRY FOR THE LONG DELAY, BUT I DID NOT FORGET

Dear Michael, 
Thanks for this mail and all its contents. God bless you for all the work you are doing. May he also bless your family. Yours in Jesus, Francis

To: frankjon316@hotmail.com; frankjon316@yahoo.co.in Subject: CHARISINDIA ERRORS Date: Wed, 26 Sep 2018 10:27:45 +0530
Dear Brother,
I thank you here for your calls every June 9 to wish me on my birth anniversary. During one of those calls you had suggested that I examine CHARISINDIA to see if there are still errors appearing in it. I get all issues but do not open the magazine, afraid of what I will find. I finally checked the last couple of years and found a fair amount of errors and other worrisome details, enough for a report or reports to be put up on my web site... All of that reflects very badly on the Catholic Charismatic Renewal and its spirituality. The truth has already been told (at least in part by Anthony Lobo in the series that he wrote in 2017 until Constantine the Censor interfered with the content). Which compels me to prepare an even more damning report for my web site. 

You can be one of two things: a genuinely good, honest Catholic man as I have till now taken you to be, or a person who is in league with the wicked in high CCR places trying to entrap me. One can never say really, because over three decades of my association with the CCR I have come across very few, very few individuals who are good Catholic charismatics, and every single one of them is in an independent ministry or community which is not under the auspices of the mainstream CCR. I pray that you are an exception. But, I have experienced that no one who is BLINDLY loyal to the wicked CCR leadership that has held and rotated power among their own or through stooges installed by them for 40 years can escape the fatal maladies that cripple the CCR.
I should know, Brother. In 1982 May when I was a lapsed Catholic and an agnostic-atheist, Jesus and His Mother "came" to our home in Coonoor (I then lived in New Delhi) and "spoke" to us. They sent me back to the Church, first to Confession, then for Daily Mass. Our large joint family received locutions, visions, spoke in REAL tongues (multiple languages) and were "taught" by the Holy Spirit about all the "gifts". 
In the last 36 years, I have not come across in the CCR (and I have traveled the length and breadth of India), the expression of these charisms that come anywhere close to what we knew then. The most important point is that none of us had ever heard the word "charismatic" or of charismatic renewal. Yet, the Lord Himself instructed me to return to Delhi and "tell the bishops and priests” about His outpouring of the Holy Spirit on His Church. He made other promises to me. All of them have been fulfilled. Starting with the foundation of the very first prayer groups and the very first Delhi Service Team, and by a man like me who had no leadership training or CCR exposure! There is so much to say that it could fill a book. It sounds unbelievable. But I am certain that you know that I will not lie or even exaggerate. If I did, I would lose my soul. I assure you that the Lord once “wept” when he lamented at "what they have done to this beautiful charismatic renewal which I gave to them". Brother, not more than a dozen people outside my family know all of this. But hundreds of people came to our home between 1981 and 1983 to witness the happenings. One of them is now the spouse of a person in an important Catholic international ministry and is known to you. It never made the headlines anywhere, nor did we attempt publicity. But several dozens of our family who witnessed these things are still around today (4 or 5 of them have gone to their eternal rest.) They include our sons, then 7 and 4. AND, we took a lot of notes in a book, and made two audiotapes of some of the oral locutions/messages that we received through anointed family members, under instructions from the Lord. The Lord God, in 1982, promised me a ministry that would reach "tens of thousands" of people. My web site? Yes. I could never have imagined or dreamed of that since I was a spiritual zero at that time. I slowly understood for certainty that mine is a rare prophetic ministry (Isaiah 30:8) in this day and age. I am obliged, compelled rather to speak the truth. And I pity and fear for those who having received the anointing in the CCR have submitted to worldly lures. And those that reject and condemn me for speaking the truth. 
I eased myself out of the Renewal in about 1990 as it slowly became corrupted and left Delhi for ever in January 1993. In 1992 the name of Cyril John (who has never really relinquished power and control from his first ever appearance on the scene) was not even heard of in CCR circles in Delhi. Many of today's "leaders" know of my pioneering work in the planting the CCR in Delhi which today houses the NCO, but guess what? No one will ever write the real story of the birth and growth and history of the CCR in Delhi just so that my name will never be known. So be it. It's written in the Book of Life, which is what matters.
If you check my web site and if you knew the details of all my correspondence with Catholics, you will not find me anywhere soliciting money. Yet, inspired by the Holy Spirit, Catholics (including a Bishop and several priests) have sent us their financial support from all over the world for over 25 years (of course, we too tithe generously). That in itself should be a "sign" to most people.
Maybe, one day, if God inspires me to, I will write down the entire story. But I doubt that I have that much time left. Meanwhile control of my web site has been appropriated by my web developer who hesitates to give it back to me. This has been going on for many months. However, more than 1700 new files (21000 pages) have been readied for uploading in less than a year... It is only one facet of the many persecutions that I have faced. I continue to expose uncorrected error in high places in the Church -- and in the highest echelons of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal. 
Brother, I have bcc-ed this email to a number of Catholics who believe that my ministry is special. If they are going to share its contents with anyone, I request that the email id of the original recipient be deleted.
Blessings, Michael
Date: Mon, 1 Oct 2018 06:54:13 +0530
Dear Francis,
Since you choose to remain silent despite my sharing my short "testimony", I will have to believe that you were not being the good, honest Catholic that I thought and hoped you were. I will have to now write and release my reports on CHARISINDIA mentioning your association with it, and I promise you that it is something that I just did not want to have to do.

Michael

Date: Mon, 8 Oct 2018 07:00:02 +0530
Dear Francis,
By not replying to a truthful letter from me, you have revealed the real intentions for your keeping in touch with me.

Now, thanks to you and your suggestion to study and report back on the monthly, I went back into all the CHARISINDIA issues and found tons of problems. Frankly, I had not opened CHARISINDIA for maybe 5 years except when I noticed a problematic cover picture like the kuthuvilakku one or if someone asked me to comment on something. I am presently on year 2012 and continuing to find problems. 
In my earlier examinations, I had not probed so much. It seems that the Hindu oil lamp has completely taken over the CCR as I have found many pictures in the back issues, and you are prominent in at least one of them.

Since you are acting hostile and "uncharismatic" and not in the interests of the Catholic Church, I will be obliged to conspicuously mention your name in the continued CHARISINDIA report series.

Michael

CHARISINDIA ERRORS-01 18 SEPTEMBER 2012/OCTOBER 15, 2012 PRO-CONTRACEPTION ARTICLE
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-01.doc […] 

CHARISINDIA ERRORS-10 20 JANUARY 2016 USE OF KUTHU VILAKKU AT NATIONAL CONVENTION

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-10.doc
Francis D’Souza did not reply. So, this correspondence is being published. In truth, I was surprised that he didn’t respond. I really thought that he was not playing me, was different from the others and that he would.
***
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Prof. Constantine Fernandez, the Chief Editor of CHARISINDIA, did not respond to my several letters concerning grave errors in the magazine. See
CHARISINDIA ERRORS-01, CHARISINDIA ERRORS-02 and CHARISINDIA ERRORS-07. 
After trying unsuccessfully (using one of his minions in Goa) to have me banned from attending (I was ultimately able to attend only because of the support that I received from other regional and national level leaders) the XV National Catholic Charismatic Convention in Goa from November 12 to 15, 2012, in the Ruby Jubilee Year of the CCR in India, see CHARISINDIA ERRORS-05, he had blocked emails coming from me. 
See also CHARISINDIA ERRORS-03.
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Cyril John is the Chairman of the National Service Team of the CCR. He has been Chairman several times.
Constantine Fernandez and Cyril John
During the Convention, I moved around only during the lunch and tea breaks. I made no attempt to identify or meet any of the more senior leaders. However, I happened to bump into a couple of them who welcomed me warmly and commiserated with me about the "banning". There were a few middle-level regional CCR leaders whom I met and who shared the same sentiments. I also identified one of the senior-most leaders of the Goa Service Team who virtually turned tail and scooted almost without a word when I introduced myself.

Someone pointed out Francis Fernandes, the Goa minion who was given the dirty work of harassing my Goa friends, and of taking back my badge and refunding the registration amount. I introduced myself to him as the person he was deputed to stop from coming to Goa, and was pleasantly surprised by his apparently sincere apology in which he said that he was just carrying out orders from his handlers, "…what to do?..."

I had been constantly praying to the Lord to enable me to meet only those whom he wanted me to meet. So, I was not surprised when I literally bumped into Constantine Fernandez on the climb up the steps to collect my lunch packet. He was alone. He greeted me with a big smile and an equally big "Hello", but I came to the point and asked him the reason for which he had attempted to have me banned. He simply denied having done so. I told him that I would be reporting the matter in a story on my web site. He sad it was fine by him and walked away.

A while later I saw Cyril John standing right in my path, engaged in conversation with someone. I interrupted them and he gave me a welcome that rivaled that of Constantine Fernandez. I called his bluff and asked him why he had slandered my name, falsely accusing me of sending the email about the ban to "gather sympathy and support" and further stating that my "allegation itself has no substance". (The email is reproduced in report no 5.) He flatly denied writing that email.

Well, the reader can decide for himself who the liar is, the great Cyril John or I, as we have above his letter to Nn, as well as the e-letter from my Goa friends who describe Cyril John's statements as "a blatant lie".            

In my brief discussion with Cyril John, after he repeatedly denied having slandered my name by alleging that my claim to having been banned was a sort of publicity stunt of mine, he wanted to know what proof I had. I submitted to him that I had written evidence in the form of an email sent by him to a common friend. His retort was that I could not prove that it was concerning me. When I said that the named subject of the correspondence was me, he retorted that he had nowhere mentioned me by name. Once again, I leave it to the reader to decide on the truth after reading his letter above which I have reproduced verbatim.

That Cyril John responded to Nn (see pages 8 and 9) who is an influential international speaker but has ignored my letters for years just because they contain information about liturgical and New Age errors in the CCR in India, speaks volumes of his character. I told him that. 

I added that I had held a good opinion of him till about a week earlier when I saw his letter to Nn and thought he was one of the few good persons in the CCR senior leadership but now my opinion had changed and I was lumping him along with the rest. He coldly and dismissively replied that I could think what I want.
Shocked by his deviousness and overt cover-up for his colleagues who were responsible for the incident, I assured him that I would be writing a report on this incident and publishing it on my web site. He finally said something like “India is a democracy and one is free to write and publish what one wants to.”

That made me recall that when he was introduced to us at the Convention, the speaker mentioned that Cyril John was no ordinary person. We were told that he is on, or heads, a sub-committee of the Lok Sabha that is investigating the 2-G scam, or something to that effect. Is it really possible for one to be a practising Christian in the corruption-ridden environment in which Cyril John works? Or does he play there the same “games” that he played with me – not just in the ban incident – but all along. 

I went through my letter to Cyril John from early 2003 till he stopped replying to communications from as far back as July 2, 2008, over 10 years ago except twice to respond to my season’s greetings.

I reproduce below only a few of my letters to Cyril John so that the reader gets a clearer perspective. 

I have been writing to Cyril John “prophetically” if you will, all along, but there has never really been any committed response, any action… his letters were by and large brief, totally non-committal – and this fact did not strike me till now as in my estimation I had mindlessly included him along with the good guys!
It is a matter of great amazement that inveterate liars and crooked men like Constantine Fernandez and Cyril John are in the highest echelons of CCR leadership. And they have hung in there for decades.
At the New Age seminar that I delivered at St. Joseph’s Convent, Bandra, Mumbai, along with the late Errol Fernandes on March 28, 2004, on the 2003 Document "Jesus Christ, the Bearer of the Water of Life," (on the 4th of July, a follow-up seminar was held in Bandra, conducted this time by Fr. Conrad Saldanha and Ms. Erika Gibello) Cyril John, the National Chairman of the CCR not only endorsed my ministry when he delivered the “vote of thanks” but also gave two solemn assurances:

i) Errol Fernandes and I would be invited to give a series of seminars on the dangers of New Age to regional and national level leaders.

ii) My articles on New Age themes would be serialised in CHARISINDIA and he would appoint someone to work with me to that end.
These unsolicited promises were made after Cyril John apologized for the negative and critical attitude that the Renewal had shown to both our ministries over the years.
It must be mentioned that I had never before met this man and I was unaware that he was in the audience.

Several senior CCR leaders (Luz Maria Engineer, Anthony Lobo, Merwyn and Rowena Luis, etc.) of the Bombay Archdiocese too were present. They were witness to his words that evening. 
At the instance of Cyril John, Constantine Fernandez, who was on the Charisindia editorial board wrote to me on April 29, 2004 and requested me to submit my articles for publication.

We continued to correspond with each other continuously till mid-2005 on the details of the serialization of my articles on various New Age themes in CHARISINDIA. During that period of time, he led me on with reassurances and encouraging words. At his requests, I submitted a number of articles to him. I was also asked to send him a photograph of me, which I did. Then, one fine day, he stopped corresponding with me.

I managed with the greatest of difficulty to obtain a meeting with him on May 18, 2005, after the National Conference of Leaders of Prayer Groups and Ministries in Bangalore, when I was able to ask him why he had stalled discussions on the publishing of my articles in CHARISINDIA. He explained that he found my writings "irritating". That was the exact word that he used. He would instead be asking overseas writers to contribute articles for the magazine. There was also a plan to hold a national seminar on the New Age with speakers from overseas, and that the delegates would be limited to important individuals in the Church, which I understood to mean that my participation on any form would not be possible. The late Errol Fernandes apart, I was and still remain the only other pioneer anti-New Age writer and speaker in the Indian Church. My articles have been carried in a number of Catholic monthlies over the years, pre- and post-2005.
The promised New Age Seminar and series never saw the light of day. How could it have? With most religious, priests, bishops, Catholic institutions, seminaries etc. using and/or promoting yoga (to name just one New Age discipline), how would the Catholic Charismatic Renewal dare to be prophetic and risk antagonizing all of them? The powers-that-be in the CCR do not want the boat to be rocked; they do not want the truth to be told. It is possible for one to speak on New Age in a very generalised, academic manner, and not ruffle any ecclesial feathers. But even that has not happened yet (and it’s the end of the year 2018).
However, I have been privileged to give a number of talks and seminars to Catholic groups all over the country, for example to Jesus Youth groups and independent communities, but never to prayer groups of the mainstream CCR.

If there is no challenge, there will be no change. Since CHARISINDIA and its controllers continue to remain silent, this ministry will continue to expose the enemy within.

13 selected letters from Constantine Fernandez that gave me false hope:
1. From: jojo (geo_preetha@satyam.net.in) To: prabhu Sent: Thursday, April 29, 2004 2:20 PM Subject: New age
Dear Michael,                                                                                                                                                                  Charisindia is planning to bring out an issue on New Age. Probably this is an answer to your prayer and a dream come true for you! Now I want your help in the form of an article to be published in Charisindia- topic on Yoga, Martial Arts and related subjects. Pranic healing and reiki, I have asked another person* to write on. Vipassana- I have with me another article. There is a time target: I want the article by May end or June by 5th the latest. Hope you would do your best much ahead of time.  Thanking you in advance, Yours in Christ, 
Constantine    *Errol Fernandes
2. From: jojo To: prabhu Sent: Sunday, May 02, 2004 8:30 AM Subject: Re: 2 New Age/ CHARISINDIA 

Dear Michael,                                                                                                                                                                       ThankU. Hope you will make a short write up on Enneagram.                                                                                      Constantine 
3. From: jojo To: prabhu  Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2004 5:56 AM Subject: Re: New Age/ CHARISINDIA 

Dear Michael,                                                                                                                                                                               Your message is what I was really in search for. Do you have something already on Vasthu and Feng Shui? I haven't as yet anything on that. Why is it that your book on Pranic Healing not being published?                                                                                   Do you think it is possible to bring out one booklet covering all these subjects?  
Constantine
4. From: jojo To: prabhu Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2004 8:52 AM Subject: Re: New Age/ CHARISINDIA

Dear Michael,                                                                                                                                                                              I am wanting to collect as many material as possible on the various topics of New Age in a presentable manner in Charisindia. Any help, guidance in those lines are welcome. 
Constantine
5. From: jojo To: prabhu Sent: May 2004 Subject: Re: Letter to Rome
Thank U for the copy of your letter to the Vatican. 

In your crusade against New Age, you didn't exhaust the Church dignitaries and heirarchy in India before proceeding to take up the issue with Vatican. I feel the matter should have been taken up with the President of CBCI, the three Cardinals and finally the Nuncio in India before proceeding to Rome. More we shall share when we meet next.         

Your brother in Jesus,                   
Constantine.

6. From: jojo To: prabhu Sent: Saturday, August 28, 2004 7:51 AM Subject: Re: confirmation

Dear Michael,
ThankU. New Age in Charisindia is planned to be a series. Surely I'll introduce you to the readers together with your articles.
Dr. K.J. Mathai's case is a peculiar one and I know the background. We did talk at Coonoor. 
Constantine.

7. From: jojo To: prabhu Sent: Thursday, October 28, 2004 9:07 AM Subject: Articles reg

Dear Mich,

This is to check with you as to whether you would have any objection to editing your articles with a view to shorten it and avoid some of the explanatory parts without material changes prior to publication. Looking forward to your response, 

Constantine
8. From: jojo To: prabhu Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2005 8:31 AM Subject: charisindia

Dear Mich, 

As per the present plan first of your articles is to come in June issue of Charisindia. 
Constantine
From: prabhu To: jojo Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2005 8:49 AM Subject: Re: charisindia 

Whew! That's a long time away, brother, but I am very grateful to you & to Bro. Cyril John.What about the report that Bishop Thomas Dabre was going to give regarding the New Age seminar that he attended at Rome in June 2004?
Michael

9. From: jojo To: prabhu Sent: Sunday, January 16, 2005 7:31 AM Subject: Re: charisindia

Dear Mich,

Bp Dabre's report is already with me, but it requires a little recasing and editing which is time consuming. Any how that will come before yours. 
Constantine

10. From: jojo To: prabhu Sent: Sunday, February 20, 2005 8:51 AM Subject: Your write up on Vatican Document

Dear Mich,
Could you kindly resend me your write up on the Vatican Document please? I have the print-out, but it will save me a lot of work if I get it on the computer. Sorry for the trouble, the heading is "The Vatican ......... New Age". 
Constantine
Now go to pages 36-38 for the report on his meeting with me in Bangalore on May 18, 2005.
11. From: Jojo To: prabhu Sent: Sunday, October 02, 2005 7:20 AM Subject: RE: ASHRAMS
Dear Michael, I did get your write-up on Astrology. I thought I had acknowledged it. I will be looking forward to receiving your document on New Age in the Church in India. In union of prayers, 

Constantine

12. From: geo_preetha@satyam.net.in To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net
Sent: Monday, October 24, 2005 6:12 AM Subject: Reports on Ashrams reg:

Dear Michael, ThankU for the report on Ashrams. I didn't get the one you promised earlier. 
Constantine

13. From: geo_preetha@satyam.net.in To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net
Sent: Monday, December 26, 2005 7:52 AM Subject: Greetings

Dear Michael, ThankU for the greetings and prayers. Accept my Christmas wishes to you and your family. May the good Lord use your ministry to build up His Kingdom. 
Constantine

With that, after 20 months of wasting my time, Constantine Fernandez went silent on me. But see pp 36-38.
***
A couple of emails from the late crusader against New Age Errol Fernandes:
From: Errol Fernandes To: prabhu Sent: Friday, April 30, 2004 11:28 PM Subject: Re: CHARISINDIA   

Mike,                                                                                                                                                                                
I'm overjoyed that Prof Constantine has turned to you as a resource. I received an e-mail from him a couple of days ago asking if he could reproduce some of what I had written on New Age in EMMANUEL. Naturally I said yes. I just knew that you would be a major contributor to the issue. Apparently they have an urgent deadline to meet -- but praise God they are willing to take a public (published!) stand.  
It looks like Cyril John turning up at our [Bandra] seminar was a master stroke by our Lord. Love in Jesus, Errol
From: Errol Fernandes To: Prabhu Sent: Friday, June 11, 2004 7:00 AM 

Michael,                                                                                                                                                                               
A major problem with the CCR, even at the level of the ICCRS, has been a fear of bishops and clergy and a consequent attitude of suppressing even prophetic protest from charismatics. In Jesus, Errol  

Errol Fernandes passed away exactly two weeks after writing me that email, on June 25, 2014. He was just 58 years of age.
Erika Gibello is the person whom I did not name but mentioned as Nn on page 6. She is the Secretary, International Association for Deliverance (IAD) and of the International Association of Exorcists (AIE). She had written to Cyril John to protest my being banned from attending the 2012 National Charismatic Convention and had forwarded me a copy of their correspondence which exposed him as a schemer and a liar.
An enlightening email (capitals emphases hers) from Erika Gibello:

From: Erika Gibello To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Tuesday, March 01, 2005 4:32 AM Subject: Re: NEW AGE

Constantine will not go far. Cyril is good man, but is hindered by many around him! 
Persons who think they have to teach the Catechism and promote night vigils, which is the business of the official Church not the Charismatic Renewal. We are not to improve or teach on the classic Catholic spirituality BUT TO SHOUT OUT ABOUT THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS, so that people get strengthened and not lost.
Inculturation in this country is more than welcome and mostly misunderstood. The Church was afraid right from 1978 when I went to Rome, even to speak out against the New Religious Movements, which are 85% Hindu derivates, why, because of fear to hurt the inculturation as (Fr.) Bede Griffiths and (Fr.) Amalorpavadass promoted it!!!!
I sat in Rome to get at the root of this problem. Now we are talking about Dialogue. Truly I say to you there is no DIALOGUE possible apart from within Christianity. We are not a culture or a religion like any other, we are Catholic, all embracing humanity in faith, and we are not only believers in Jesus the Christ, but have personal relationship. 
For what would we need methods to come closer to God in visions, for what do we need to make Yoga? to pray better??
See there is no answer to our dilemma BUT PROCLAMATION.
The ones who have ears will hear! The same for the New Age. I have to finish within this week my book in German. English is finished but the introduction and the foreword by Fr. Rufus Pereira. I have sent major part for translation into Russian and ever so often I have to correct the understanding to bring out the best in Russian. Russia is vast, and the neo-Hindu cults have eaten deeeply into its soul (a very deep Christian soul). There are towns /whole towns where from the mayor down to each pupil the people follow TM, hoping for peace.
The medicine is tainted with occultism, due to the past regime, which recognising the limitations of materialistic approach in medicine tried all sorts of parapsychic approaches. So I battle on. When this book is over I feel we should work together to prepare a paper for Rome. I will be able to present it to the right persons, the NEW AGE/ the old age AND INCULTURATION i.e. THE OCCULT IN PAGANISM, WHICH IS THE OLD AGE AND THE OCCULT IN NEW AGE. 

THE ROOTS OF THIS OCCULT INVASION AND THEN WE CAN HIGHLIGHT IN WHAT AREAS INCULTURATION COULD BE POSSIBLE AND FRUITFUL.
THERE IS A UNIVERSAL REVELATION, ON THIS WE HAVE TO BUILD IN INCULTURATION. TO SHOW THAT NOT ALL IN THE MAJOR WORLD RELIGIONS IS WRONG BUT WHAT IS GOOD POINTS TO JESUS, THE SAVIOUR.
Now enough of my long talk. 
I offered 4/5 years ago to Cyril John to give talks on New Age in Delhi, as coming from Vienna I was stopping in Delhi. He said yes ...but what has come of it?? Nothing.
My talk in BANDRA MADE AN IMPACT. EVEN LUZ MARIA QUOTED ME AFTER IT WAS OVER, BUT WHAT HAS HAPPENED... NOTHING!
I am happy that your wife sticks with you in this ministry! Praise God. How are your sons? 
I find that writing on New Age and all the connected issues, is best not to talk too much to too many, because it opens the door to the enemy and then the minstry is hindered.
Don't expect too much from our Shepherds not even from the Charismatic Renewal. FEAR grips India, a tool of the enemy, so even the best people very often do not act, in fear of the consequences!!
Can't you see persecution has to come, the only way to win the whole country for Christ.
Love in Him to both of you, 
Erika


I am in possession of many, many more emails from Erika Gibello exposing the duplicity of the leaders of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in India. I will hold them for now, to be published at a later date.
***
For now, a few (14) selected letters to me from Cyril John:
1. From: cyriljohn@vsnl.net To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Monday, April 26, 2004 11:20 AM 
Subject: Re: MA/M 41/42 CONYBIO 

Dear Bro. Michael,
Greetings! This is to acknowledge receipt of the about write-up. Thanks for the same.
Keep up the good work. May the Lord bless you! Yours in Christ,
Cyril John
2. From: cyriljohn@vsnl.net To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Tuesday, May 11, 2004 2:47 PM 
Subject: Re: CHARISINDIA 

Dear Prabhu, 
Warm Greetings! Thanks for sending the Summary of the Vatican Document on the New Age again. I have forwarded it to Prof. Constantine.
With regards and prayers, Yours in Christ, 
Cyril John

3. From: cyriljohn@vsnl.net To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2004 4:56 PM 
Subject: Re: Letter to Rome

Dear Michael,
Warm Greetings! I received three e-mails sent by you. As regards matter for Charisindia you could send it to Prof Constantine directly as he is looking at the magazine directly. With regards and prayers, 
Cyril John

4. From: cyriljohn@vsnl.net To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Wednesday, September 08, 2004 3:08 PM 
Subject: Re: Fr. Loi

Dear Prabhu,
Warm Greetings! Thanks for the mail. Fr Ignatius is the Chairman of Delhi Service Team now. I have forwarded your mail* to him for his response. With regards, 
Cyril John
*From: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net To: cyriljohn@vsnl.net Date: Wednesday, September 8, 2004 2:33 pm 
Subject: Fr. Loi
Dear Cyril
I thought that you should know about this:
THE VOICE OF DELHI, [The official newsletter of the Archdiocese of Delhi] September 1991 

Om Saccidananda, Om Shanti, Shanti
Fr. Ignatius Mascarenhas, our man in search of truth in various ashrams in India writes from Saccidananda Ashram, Shantivanam, Trichy, that he is 'enjoying the quiet and silence spending lots of time in prayer and reflection and reading.' He has just completed two months in Kalady, the birthplace of Aadi Shankaracharya and in Kurishumala 'going deeper into the deep things'. Fr. Loi is expected to come back with lots of insight and inner light as that of Ramana Maharishi.
It is also informed to me that Fr. Susai Sebastian, who was the spiritual director of the charismatic renewal in Delhi from around 1983 was also involved in the practice of certain alternative therapies which are 'new age'.
Yours in Jesus' Name, 
Michael
Ignatius Mascarenhas is presently (since 2009) the Bishop of the diocese of Simla-Chandigarh. This is a priest who has practised yoga, chanted “Om”, lived for months in the seditious New Age “Catholic” Ashrams, and became the Chairman of Cyril John and the CCR in Delhi!

CATHOLIC ASHRAMS 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS.doc
CATHOLIC ASHRAMS AND THE CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL 

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS_AND_THE_CATHOLIC_CHARISMATIC_RENEWAL.doc
Fr. Mascarenhas had been my Assistant Parish Priest years ago in Delhi, and we were good friends. He had however never attended our weekly prayer meeting or any of our charismatic programmes in the 1980s. When I met him in Bangalore at a national level charismatic programme for leaders of prayer groups and ministries in May 14-18, 2005, he was very indifferent towards me. When I pressed him for an explanation for his behaviour, he brusquely said that he had read my email about him to the National Chairman, Cyril John. So much for the spirituality of some of the senior-most leaders in the charismatic renewal and the willingness of the Renewal leadership to be open to the possibility of grave error among its leaders. 

5. From: cyriljohn@vsnl.net To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Monday, January 17, 2005 10:09 AM

Subject: Re: SACCIDANANDA ASHRAM, SHANTIVANAM - A VISIT: NEW AGE, HERESY, BLASPHEMY and SACRILEGE

Dear Michael, Thanks for the mails. May God bless you in all that you do. With regards and prayers, 
Cyril John

6. From: cyriljohn@vsnl.net To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Monday, October 03, 2005 11:33 AM

Subject: Re: ASHRAMS

Dear Bro Prabhu, Thanks for your mail. I was out of station for 8 days and just returned. I received your previous mails. Thank you. Since my mail box is full with about 67 mails, please do not send your write up now. I shall take it from you when we meet next. With regards and prayers, 
Cyril John
After Constantine and Cyril John reneged on their assurances to expose New Age in CHARISINDIA:

From: prabhu To: cyriljohn@vsnl.net ; nco@vsnl.net Sent: Friday, February 24, 2006 1:41 PM

Subject: WHEN YOU BECOME UNPOPULAR FOR THE SAKE OF CHRIST
Dear Bro. Cyril John,
I congratulate you on your article in the February issue of CHARISINDIA.

The theme is completely different, innovative and refreshing. I can well empathise with the person whom you wrote about in the first paragraph, who finally felt depressed.
You probably are aware that many Catholics have even left the Church because their zeal was quenched and their ministries were maligned. But there are others with prophetic ministries, like one of the early contributors to CHARISINDIA who quit what he was doing simply because those in authority read what he wrote but showed little interest in addressing the wrongs that he wrote about.
How many Charismatic leaders are willing to 'rock the boat'? 'Playing to the gallery' ensures a popular ministry, not a Spirit-filled one. It produces life-less numbers and members. Many leaders are engaged in trying to keep others pleased, instead of pleasing the Lord. Preaching a sugar-coated, safe Gospel.
There are some leaders in the Renewal who preach the Full Gospel overseas, where it is safe, but avoid certain issues when they preach at home.
There are others who know the truth, but do not speak it lest they not be invited again by the local Church or service Team.
Years ago, I used to say that there is too much 'prophecy' in the Renewal, and too few prophets. The prophets of Israel, as today, were rejected by their own people.
If Jeremiah and Ezekiel and Isaiah were around today, they would not be welcome in many locations, not by the aam aadmi, but by the leaders who exercise control over them.
Much of the Renewal is still being fed on milk, not Solid Food. One international lay preacher wrote to me that the [English] Renewal in India is all about seminars and rallies and vigils, whereas it should be about evangelization, use of the charisms and exhibiting the fruits of the Holy Spirit.
If there has been any impact on the Renewal in recent years, it has only been from the preaching of selfless, committed servant-leaders and preachers who call a spade a spade.
I admit that there are times when I too have been depressed, but not for a long time now. It was silly of me to have expected applause when I answered the call to this ministry. Sadly I did not have support from leaders that the Lord provided your friend through you. I had forgotten what the Word of God says, and your article helped me to recall how I picked myself up with the Lord's help. God bless you.
Michael

7. From: cyriljohn@vsnl.net To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Monday, April 17, 2006 11:25 AM 

Subject: Re: A BLESSED EASTER 

Dear Prabhu, Thanks a lot for your Easter Greetings! I wish you the peace and joy of the Risen Lord!
With loving regards, 

Cyril John

From: prabhu To: Michael Prabhu Sent: Sunday, May 21, 2006 10:19 PM Subject: NEW AGE 
Sent to cyriljohn@vsnl.net, National Service Team members of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, Bp. Thomas Dabre, CCR leaders worldwide, and others.

Dear friends, I was very happy to hear yesterday from my other friends at the National Leaders' Conference that was inaugurated at Ernakulam, that some speakers have taken up the explanation and exposure of the New Age Movement in general, against the seminar's theme "Rooted and Built up in Christ". My sincere congratulations to all those concerned with that development. This is only the second stage, after the generalised articles on the New Age that have been carried recently in several issues of CHARISINDIA. 

It would be enlightening for the readers to now have articles that analyse, one by one, specific New Age issues [they can be selected from various holistic health/alternative medicine therapies and from eastern meditational systems] that are mentioned by name in the Vatican Provisional Report of 3rd February, 2003 and the Document, the 'Letter to the Bishops..' of 15th October, 1989. 

New Age also remains to be examined in the context of its manifestation in the Indian Church, sometimes as 'ministries', and sometimes in private practice by Catholics, with specific reference to those individuals [which include priests, religious and lay persons], diocesan bodies and Catholic organizations, some [ignorantly or otherwise] supported by certain Bishops, and some who are leaders in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, others in the Catholic Ashram Movement. 

This will only be in keeping with the prophetic tradition and role of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal. 

Meanwhile, this ministry, in its 7th year of writing against the New Age, is preparing to release about 20 elaborate and well-formated articles [presently in different stages of preparation] by this year end. These will include some of the early reports which were till now available only as hardcopy. 

I find it necessary to do this, because many of the individuals and organizations continue to serve as New Age Trojan horses in the Church [and in the Renewal]. As a matter of fact, several of them have enlarged their ministries over the years. There are also those who apparently have not been admonished or restrained by the Church and Renewal leaders despite their privately being made aware by this writer and others. 

I had written a voluminous report about the New Age in the Ashram Movement, October 2005. A few leaders in the Renewal too have come under the influence of its teachings. The more recent issues of their journal, Ashram Aikiya, evidences that the Report has made no impact on their activities. 
This despite several letters to the Bishops of the concerned dioceses, pro-action that Rome encourages concerned laity to undertake. The Pro-Nuncio and the Cardinals have declined to acknowledge receipt of the Ashram Report even though it was sent to each of them several times over, both as email attachments as well as hardcopy. 

I wonder how many of you are aware that several priest-theologians got together and published a lengthy critique of the New Age document; in summary, it totally rejects what Rome says, and questions Rome's credibility and authority repeatedly. Major contributors are leaders of the Ashram Movement! A follow-up report on the Ashrams is in the making, too. In the absence of any apparent action [by way of actually addressing the issues raised by me, though I am grateful for the numerous acknowledgements to my communications] by the relevant authorities, I am prayerfully led to more vigorously inform the Catholic faithful at large, through the media of the internet, of the more specific dangers of the New Age in their midst. The older reports will be updated with the latest information including photographs, and uploaded on the ministry's website. 

All of you have supported me in some way or the other in the past, and you are aware that this ministry is not a personal crusade against any individual or organization, or against the Church or the Renewal. 

The ministry has made every effort to be purely objective. 

Many of you are also personally aware that this ministry has played a pioneering role in exposing New Age error [Ephesians 5:11] at a time when nobody in the Church in India seemed to have recognized it; and that I have had to pay a steep price for my resolutenness over the years, something that I have finaly learnt to accept, though not easily, with great joy. 

I look forward to your continued support. And most valuable prayers. 

Michael Prabhu 
8. From: cyriljohn@vsnl.net To: prabhu Sent: Saturday, July 15, 2006 11:52 AM 
Subject: Re: Fw: POWER RETREAT 2006

Dear Michael,
Thanks for the mail. I have forwarded your mail to Fr Augustine Vallooran so that he could look into the matter.
With loving regards and prayers, 
Cyril John

From: prabhu To: cyriljohn@vsnl.net ; nco@vsnl.net Sent: Wednesday, August 02, 2006 8:40 AM 

Subject: REMINDER: CATHOLIC ASHRAMS/FR. ANIL DEV I.M.S., MEMBER, NST

[…]

From: prabhu To: cyriljohn@vsnl.net ; nco@vsnl.net ; charisindia Sent: Thursday, August 17, 2006 10:13 PM

Subject: PRANIC HEALING
Dear Cyrilettan,

I trust that you received my circular on PRANIC HEALING at Christ College and the follow-up of the one on ENNEAGRAMS/ LALITH PERERA OF SRI LANKA/DIVINE RETREAT CENTRE. The entire issue will be uploaded on our website in a few days.

The delay is only because of a lot of things happening in Chennai itself that is taking all my time. 

I am engaged presently in a big battle locally. Concerning it, today I addressed my first ever Press Conference. Pray that it will be correctly reported and that it will reach the eyes and ears of Church and Renewal leaders to correct those who are propagating error.  

At one time you used to write back at once. Now you don't. I am not writing anything different from what I used to earlier when you used to respond, so this clearly shows a change in stance on your part which is most unfortunate considering that you are held in great esteem.

[… … …]

I am glad to have your encouragement, but I am so tired of this never ending fight, Cyril. It goes on endlessly with no solution in sight. This also confirms the report that I am writing about the IMS Fathers and New Age, their bro Harshit Dev, etc, and Fr. Anil Dev's (He was NST Vice-Chairman) MATRIDHAM ASHRAM which is going to be used for a very bad purpose next year. I have already warned you about this twice, but you have not responded.

I am sorry to keep doing this and adding to your burdens, but it is what I am called to do. Love, Michael

9. From: cyriljohn@vsnl.net To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Monday, December 18, 2006 11:16 AM 
Subject: Re: FROM MICHAEL PRABHU AND FAMILY

Dear Angela and Michael, Thanks for your mail. Hope you are keeping fine. I also take this opportunity to wish you a Blessed Christmas and a Spirit-filled New Year! May God bless you, Yours in Christ, 
Cyril John

10. From: cyriljohn@vsnl.net To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Thursday, July 05, 2007 4:34 PM 
Subject: Re: CHARISINDIA July 2007 issue

Dear Bro. Michael,
Thanks for your mails. I have taken note of the contents and would try to do my best for the betterment of the Renewal. Thanks for being in touch. With regards and prayers, 
Cyril John

From: prabhu To: charisindia ; cyriljohn@vsnl.net Sent: Wednesday, June 27, 2007 7:30 PM 

Subject: CHARISINDIA July 2007 issue 

Dear Cyril,

At 40, the Renewal needs renewal! I recall the late Fr. Francis Rebello SJ repeatedly saying this in 1997. I have been repeating it ever since.Your analogy of the eagle was excellent. But, after its renewal, the eagle went back to its diet of "solid food", not regurgitated "milk" meant for eaglets. If I recall rightly, two preachers at the Jeppu [Mangalore] seminar in May confessed [lamented?] that the Renewal is largely still in the stage of being fed with milk [or something to that effect]. By the way, a "26-metre wingspread"? Printer's devil? I will be sending you shortly my observations on what I observed in some recent issues of CHARISINDIA. Love, Michael 
**
From: prabhu To: cyriljohn@vsnl.net Sent: Tuesday, July 10, 2007 8:42 PM

Subject: ANTHONY SAMUEL AND JOHNSON SEQUEIRA

Dear Cyril, 

You have not yet acknowledged my many letters regarding Anthony Samuel and Johnson Sequeira.

I was out of my office for the last several days. I had been to Bangalore where I met as many of the senior leaders in the CCR and private ministries as I could. I also met many people from different prayer groups.

It is most regretful that Bangalore is now clearly polarised, with some influential leaders and people supporting these two persons and continuing to invite Johnson Sequeira over to minister in Bangalore at least every other week in the recent past. He is so much in demand that he flies between the two cities!!! I am informed that he has shifted base from Mumbai to Bangalore and has taken up a place on rent there.

Some CCR leaders find no problem with Anthony Samuel's having cheated Catholics with his pretense at being Catholic for so many years, stealing sheep and finally founding his own “church”. This pastor was recently in Bangalore and visited all their homes where he was warmly welcomed.   

Mostly the same persons are sympathetic towards Johnson Sequeira. 

The Renewal is so ridden with politics that leaders seem to be taking sides on the Anthony Samuel/Johnson Sequeira issue. Some seem to approve of my reports and alerts not because they are exposing dangerous trends and error, but only because they can now use them to make things difficult for other leaders whom they do not like. Only a very few leaders are looking at the issue objectively, and taking a position based on the Catholic Faith and on the Truth.

Personal friendships, emotions, rivalries, pentecostal influences etc. are affecting (CCR) decision making.

Other leaders are so affected by the teachings and terchniques of the Benny Hinn and other ministries that they find many reasons to defend the two preachers named by me. Some of them have earlier criticized articles that CHARISINDIA carried years back exposing the Prosperity Gospel and the dangers on the MiracleNet channel, etc. 

I simply cannot understand how things have reached this deplorable state of affairs in the Renewal; this seems to be repeating in other cities too, as I understand from letters and telephone calls received.

It seems that all my exposes on New Age did not provoke as much response - outrage, denunciation of this ministry, personal attacks - as have my reports on these two preachers. Is this an indication of a deeper malaise in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal that needs to be addressed on top priority?
What do you think can/should/must be done?
I was glad to meet many other leaders and hear from very ordinary Catholics in Bangalore and all over the country who stood for the Church and supported me and my decision to publish my findings. 

I thank you too, sincerely, for being on my side.
This ministry continues to be flooded with letters of encouragement. And information.

Please expect another detailed report in the near future on this same issue.
Yours in His Name, Michael

From: prabhu To: cyriljohn@vsnl.net ; nco@vsnl.net Sent: Monday, October 15, 2007 9:53 AM 
Subject: PLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT

Dear Brother Cyril,
[…]
2. You may not be aware of the “caution" issued on HolySpiritInteractive / Aneel Aranha by catholicculture.com. 

From a triple-green rating, there is an amber light flashing on FIDELITY [to Church teaching]. I had first alerted Catholics to this possible danger almost three years ago:
There is much to recommend about this site but readers should be aware of charismatic elements which confuse sound Catholic theology with Protestant Biblical understanding. 

WEAKNESSES

Example(s) Numerous articles by non-Catholic author, Marcia Montenegro (Fidelity)
Example(s) Protestant approach 
Example(s) Omission of Catholic approach in youth section (Fidelity)
Protestant Christian music and "resources" under the youth/kids sections (Fidelity)
Example(s) Total condemnation of any drinking of alcohol (Fidelity)

Love, Michael Prabhu
11. From: cyriljohn@vsnl.net To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Monday, October 15, 2007 3:37 PM 
Subject: Re: PLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT

Dear Bro Prabhu, Thanks for the message.
[…]
With regards and prayers, Cyril John

From: prabhu To: cyriljohn@vsnl.net ; nco@vsnl.net Cc: Fr Vincent Barboza 

Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2008 10:14 AM Subject: BRO. JOHNSON SEQUEIRA, HYDERABAD 
Dear Cyril, 
In June and July of 2007, I had written to you several letters, and sent you an alert, regarding this formerly Mumbai-based preacher now re-settled in Bangalore with the help of Catholic admirers. I did not receive your acknowledgement. 

You must be aware that he is very active in Bangalore, Secunderabad, Goa, small towns in Maharashtra, and many other cities. Basically what attracts people is that he preaches a “gospel of prosperity” and promotes “slaying in the spirit”.
He has rich and powerful Catholics supporting him. Increasingly, many Catholics in the Renewal seem to be drawn only to phenomena -- healings, deliverances, prophecies, “slaying in the spirit", a "prosperity gospel", etc., and some leaders and organizers who want larger gatherings and popularity thrive on them and prefer to invite such preachers. 

Solid teaching such as on Apologetics or New Age draws very few people, even from among the leaders themselves. And those one sees from convention to seminar to convention for so many years now are mostly the same people flitting around from one to the other. Sensationalism, as with ministries like Johnson's, attracts new flies.

It is true that Johnson permits the use of the Rosary, but what he does and says in private homes where he has faithful following and ignorant Catholics is very different from what he preaches publicly. He does not use a Catholic Bible, but the “Parallel Bible” so that he can give different interpretations or translations when necessary to back his teachings.

In any case, most of his audience will not be able to distinguish the subtle [and even many glaring] errors in his interpretation of the Word of God.

I do not know if you are aware of some charismatic activities in Hyderabad. There is a group calling themselves the Divine Light Ministries, founded and operated about six or seven years ago by Raja and Lucy Reddy, located at Tata Chary Compound, Regimental Bazaar in Secunderabad.
To the best of my knowledge, this "prayer house" that operates in a charismatic style are not officially affiliated to the CCR.
Their service is held Fridays, 10: 00 am to 5 .00 pm. They have the blessings of some priests who celebrate Holy Mass there on Sundays, and also on the first Fridays of the month and on other occasions, as I have been informed. 
The center offers counseling at all times. There is a religious sister who reportedly has the "gift of prophecy", closely connected with this ministry.
I hear that Protestant pastors and people who have left the Catholic Church, including some who were previously with the Divine Word Centre, Muthangi, and now have independent ministries outside the Catholic Church, and preachers like Hezekia Francis and John Rabindranath, minister here. 
I also hear that this center has become a conduit for Catholics exiting to other denominations. They are reportedly sent to the Jesus Calls Power Ministry for training to receive “power”.  
The youth of Divine Word Centre are regular attendees at the Divine Light Ministries' programs.
From Sept. 7-9, 2007, and again Jan. 24-26, 2008, three-day programs were conducted here by Bro. Johnson Sequeira.
Programmes are being conducted there at the same time as important Church festivals are being celebrated, and I understand that there is one every Good Friday, and probably will be again this Lent, as usual.
 

Since my first alert last year, I have received more information which underlines his wrong teachings. Especially on the Prosperity Gospel and Positive Confession. The "theology" behind both is completely wrong and certainly not in line with traditional Church teaching. They are based on a manipulated interpretation of the Word of God. 

I will eventually be bringing out a very detailed article on these errors. Its main "Catholic" proponent that I know of is Bro Johnson, so it will have to be in that context.
Most Catholic leaders are simply ignorant of both, the errors as well as the correct refutations of them.
The PG and PC teachings will always sound right, because they are so well put, but when one is knowledgeable, one will know that the teachings are false. A genuine Catholic simply cannot accept the PG and PC teachings and practices.
One has to appreciate Catholic apologetics to understand that when one listens to these preachers, no matter how good and great they are, one gets the impression that there is not the fullness of truth and salvation in the Catholic Church nor the fullness of grace and sufficiency in her Holy Mass and sacramental life. If one really knew the history of the development of Protestant theologies, not a single one of which can stand up to scrutiny [as shown by Scott Hahn and many other ex-Protestants], one would never depend on them for spiritual growth. 
They might teach 99% of truth, but the 1%, which has DEFINITELY GOT TO BE ERROR, is enough... one wouldn't want 1% poison with 99% of any nourishing drink, would one?
 

In my discussions with Charismatic leaders -- even in the most senior positions -- in different cities, I found that a shocking number of them actually favour preachers like Johnson and Anthony Samuel. This is sad reflection on their own very poor knowledge of Catholic apologetics, teachings of the Early Church Fathers and the Church Councils, Vatican Documents, Papal Encyclicals, etc.
It is my firm conviction that the CCR needs to concentrate on this area on a priority basis.
Father Vincent Barboza, a young Bombay Archdiocesan priest to whom I have marked a copy of this letter, who has recently brought out two most excellent booklets [unique in India] on Catholic apologetics ["Catholic Answers to Christian Fundamentalists' Questions" and "Why Are You Still A Catholic?"], and this writer, were privileged to give a two-day Seminar on Catholic Apologetics to the Bangalore Service Team on December 1 and 2, 2007. This Seminar was greatly appreciated by the Spiritual Director, Fr. Britto CSsR, the Chairman, Anthony Sagayaraj, as well as all those who attended. 
Fr Vincent is currently giving a series of seminars on apologetics in Mumbai. He is the first charismatic priest in India to have taken the initiative to start such a badly-needed but most basic ministry which should be the foundation of all other charismatic exercises. May I suggest that he be encouraged by inviting him to minister at the National and Regional levels, and publicity given to his books so that they are made available to every prayer group in the country? You are aware that there is some leading Catholic charismatic preacher turning Pentecostal every few months, and taking a lot of precious Catholics with him. All of them have been nurtured by the Catholic Charismatic Renewal. They did not develop their anti-Catholic stances overnight but believed and taught them privately, building up a faithful following, while presenting a different face in public when invited to minister in Catholic circles. I think that we must understand and acceot that truth.

Meanwhile there are several ministries at the regional level in cities like Bombay, Goa, Chennai, etc., that are not known to the national leaders and which operate among the Catholic faithful using the teachings, practices and even mannerisms of televangelists. I could name many of them. Most of them are also active in Keralite and Mangalorean/Goan Catholic circles in the Gulf.
 

In Hyderabad, a November 23-25, 2007 “Unity in the Holy Spirit Festival” was billed as an "international ecumenical meeting" and the "beginning of Church unification". Bishop Ernest P. Komanapalli, the presiding Bishop of Manna Full Gospel Churches* and Rock Churches was chief organizer. The day meetings were held at St. Mary's School Grounds. The Pope's confessor and Papal household retreat preacher Capuchin Father Raniero Cantalamessa was one of the preachers, and had come at the invitation of His Grace, the Archbishop of Hyderabad. Around 5,000 people from various denominations attended the festival.
*Bro. Paul the worship leader of the Manna Ministries church is active in Catholic circles.
Father Cantalamessa described the event as "a new Pentecost", and the Reverend Archbishop said that it was “the beginning of unification” of Christian churches, which is all very good. I am as much for ecumenism as the average Catholic, but it is an accepted fact that most Catholics do not know their own Faith, and such events only serve to introduce our brothers and sisters to aggressive Protestant ministries. My sources inform me that some Catholic co-organizers are not very happy with some aspects of the event.
 

This is a portion of a letter that I received from a Catholic who is in ministry, who has already been very close to Pastor Annthony Samuel: "Yes Bro. Johnson Sequeira came to Secunderabad and held meetings at Lucy Raja Reddy's house. I could not attend his meetings when he came the first time but the second time I went for 2 days. He preaches about power of positive confessions and the fruits of the Holy Spirit. He had also been to Muthangi to speak to the inmates one day. Yes there was a Holy Spirit festival in the city. There were many Catholics too there. There were a lot of priests also present."
It is sad that Fr Christuraj James SVD, a very good and highly respected Catholic Charismatic priest is permitting Bro. Johnson to use Muthangi by inviting him there and also allowing the Divine Word Centre ministry people to attend the Reddys’ meetings.
When I one day discussed with Fr Christuraj about Anthony Samuel, he asked me why I did not inform him much earlier, before he influenced so many others out of the Church and finally started his own "church". It surprised me in the first place that Fr Christuraj in his seniormost position in the Renewal was unaware of what was going on in his own city. Surely Fr Christuraj must know that some Bishops have withdrawn support and recognition of Bro Johnson. Is that not enough reason for one to make enquiries of these Bishops notwithstanding that others might be supporting him for lack of sufficient awareness?
The consequences of these events will only be known in the long term, and I do not expect most people to listen to my timely warnings because very few realize how unique and precious our Catholic Faith is, and they will not understand why we must not submit ourselves to Protestant influences even in the least. 

Later today, I will be sending you an updated version of the original alert on Johnson, along with letters received from concerned Catholics from all across India. In the meantime, I trust that you will respond to this letter. God bless,
Love & Prayers, Michael
From: prabhu To: cyriljohn@vsnl.net Sent: Monday, June 09, 2008 11:09 AM Subject: HYDERABAD 
Dear Cyril, I am in touch with some people* in Secunderabad and Hyderabad who have shared their concerns about certain developments in the CCR there. I have been receiving such information for quite some time. They concern people connected with the Service Team, previous Service Team, and also the center run by Lucy and Raja Reddy where some of the former are closely connected. *e.g. CCR Hyderabad chairperson Tamara Martin
There are requests for me to look into the matter and make a report to you and to the Archbishop.
Is there anything that you would like to share with me? Regards and Prayers, Michael
From: prabhu To: cyriljohn@vsnl.net ; nco@vsnl.net Sent: Wednesday, July 02, 2008 7:37 AM BCC: 5 others
Subject: NATIONAL LEADERS' CONFERENCE, HYDERABAD, CHARISINDIA, and the CCR IN INDIA

Dear Cyril, 

I read in the CHARISINDIA of July 2008 that "130 leaders... participated". That's really great. Or is it?

Because I am sure that you might have noticed that the number is reducing considerably every year for this conference. 

Just 130 leaders in attendance from the population of charismatic Catholics in India -- and during summer holiday season -- must surely be a concern for the CCR leadership. [One consolation I suppose is that it simply CANNOT get worse than 130.]

A fair number of those attending are anyway not leaders. They are usually ordinary prayer group members. 

A number would also be first-timers, as I have noted.

There are a very, very few leaders who will attend such programs to sit like ordinary people in the audience, especially from out of town. If you take out the locals [including the organizers], and add to that the number of speakers, how many charismatic leaders must be actually attending these programs?

I know senior leaders who might have attended just one national level program in all of 10 years. It does not take much for one to realize that they attend usually if the program is in their own hometown or if they are speaking.

Very senior and middle level CCR leaders, apart from ordinary prayer group members from all over India, write to me. The composite picture that I get is that many of those in leadership are unhappy with a large number of issues. 

In some major centres, groups with roots sunk deep over years of activity [and with connections and money] control and manipulate the Service Teams even when they are not holding positions of power. Selections and appointments [some call them elections] are too often made [even at senior and top levels] not because of a person's gifts or calling or commitment to serve, but because of extraneous factors that would do a commercial organisation proud. 

I know leaders of regional teams who are suspiciously Protestant in their beliefs and practices. I know Catholic charismatic ministries that strictly do not talk about Mary or say the rosary. I know even more extreme ministries that are operating with impunity in Catholic charismatic circles, preaching the same false gospels that CHARISINDIA once upon a time had the courage to write against. They are often supported and defended by the regional service team, even by power centres operating parallel to the service team.

 

Too many chairpersons of regional service teams disappeared into oblivion after their tenures. At least one person I know can never serve on a regional team in whichever city she or he is, unless he is chairperson. This has been going on for over 20 years.

Not only are many former very senior leaders tired of what they see perpetuated in the Renewal, as shared with me, but also hundreds, maybe thousands of ordinary prayer group members. 

There was this exemplary Catholic family who fellowshipped at our home on Sunday; they were formerly P&W leaders, but now do not want to be associated with the term charismatic. There are too many like them.

The funny thing is that many leaders who share these experiences with me are the very next day preaching and ministering in the renewal circles. They do not dare to speak because of the consequences. Have there not been leaders who were removed just because they dared to speak boldly?

Yet there are leaders who have made solemn PUBLIC oral assurances, and some who have WRITTEN similarly and later reneged on these same promises. How difficult it must be for one to see these leaders write in CHARISINDIA or preach, knowing their true integrity.

What about those leaders [including a chairperson] who give false testimonies, who have practised and propagated occult New Age therapies [and not known to have renounced them; again including a chairperson], who have publicly said that CHARISINDIA was wrong and not to be believed; once again including a chairperson [when it did the rare exercise of publishing some prophetic articles], who have brazenly lied at public functions [include a chairperson onve more], who invite to preach those involved in practices like the Enneagram condemned by a Vatican Document [it is to be repeated at POWER 2008 this month end in Muringoor]?
There still exists a prayer group where, for 20 years, the core leaders and members are involved in New Age therapies, New Age gurus’ teachings and New Age meditatioins. What do you have to say for the local and national leaders who know about it and condone the situation by their silence?

What about those leaders who know the truth but circumvent it, who fellowship with the same people who are mentioned above, who provide the platforms for them to speak from and to thus increase their influences, who do not reply to letters from ordinary people on crucial issues [like that of the OM mantra in the Praise the Lord hymn book of the CCR]?

 
Two programs in this CHARISINDIA issue record attendances of 2,000 and 3,000 people at Mumbai and Bangalore. 

What type of programs attract these crowds? 

After 40 years of CCR in India, how many charismatics attend seminars for "solid food"? You know the answer. Try a seminar on Apologetics, Liturgy, New Age, Bio-ethics (my subjects of course) and even the local service team will not attend. 

Could it be that these programs, if ever held, would not even merit a mention in CHARISINDIA because they do not bring any credit to the big leaders? But a retreat that focuses on any of the more sensational "gifts" will draw the multitudes. People want visions, healings, prophecies... and it is the leaders and decision makers who perpetuate this condition. God help them!

Which leader in the CCR today really knows anything more than the next leader? Generally speaking, any one leader who is scheduled to preach can be replaced by another preacher at the very last minute. 

The subjects and contents are mostly the same, maybe in slightly different packages. 

There are dozens of crucial 21st century issues which almost every leader in the Indian CCR today is absolutely ignorant of. I can list them out for you. The responsibility for the continued ignorance of the group members rests on such leaders.

 

I am tired of hearing the repeated refrain of the NCCRS, quoting a casual complimentary remark which can only be expected from a visiting foreign preacher, that CHARISINDIA is the best magazine in India, or one of the best. 

Even CCR leaders privately joke about this. 
Let us be honest with ourselves. CHARISINDIA is simply a good magazine, certainly not unique, and most certainly not the best. I spend MUCH more time studying the contents of many other Indian Catholic publications, than I do CHARISINDIA.

We are in 2008, but we still need to reproduce foreign articles in every issue. This is a symptom of what is happening at all levels in the Renewal. If there is a dearth of Indian contributors, something is seriously wrong, and you know where.

I read a number of foreign Catholic magazines, both charismatic and non-charismatic. THIS ROCK, ENVOY, and the now defunct NEW COVENANT are just three examples. I have issues dating back to the 1970s [even as I have CHARISINDIA issues from number 3 issue onwards] in my library.

I can assure you, brother, that they are much more informative and educative than ANY Indian publication. In fact, through pioneering [original] articles written 15-30 years ago, they have regularly analysed issues that CHARISINDIA has either never dealt with, or even reproduced by borrowing. If you look up these magazines, you will understand what I am talking about. They remain far and away ahead of anything that CHARISINDIA brings out. A vast number of Catholic websites too will reflect this.

It is good to know [check out the space allotted in this CHARISINDIA issue] the testimonies [mostly of very senior leaders], reports on past programs and announcements of future programs, and CCR Indian history [the glory of the past]. [I am grateful for just two pages of commercial ads.] 

But why not some solid food, something original written by our own leaders? May I guess that it is because they have nothing to give? It is possible, you know: the internet provides the opportunity to cut and paste. At least then our charismatics may learn something new in addition to the usual stale fare.

 

I knew a different Cyril John a few years ago, and I have always tried to keep that image as a reference. But when you, as Chairman of all India, now sitting on the ICCRS, choose not to reply to letter upon letter, and things continue to deteriorate all over the country, I have become seriously concerned.

I worked in senior positions in industry in Delhi for many years, in different organizations. I saw companies vanish, some going under the BIFR, and in several cases it was known that the CEO did not know of the plundering and mismanagement that was going on below him. Subordinates always painted a rosy picture for him. I am sure that it is not the case with you. 

You are fully aware. I know of issues that have been brought to your notice but nothing has been done by you. Sincere and genuine people have been discouraged and hurt just to protect powerful people. May I humbly suggest that you look at some of your most excellent and thought-provoking editorials including the current one, and evaluate the situation for yourself.

I can go on with more of my observations, but I sign off here. 

 

One more thing, Cyril. I have read about the pioneering work done in Delhi in the 1970s and again from the 1990s. That is very good. 
But, what happened between 1982 and 1992? Let me write it out for you in another letter. It beats me why everyone seemingly wants to [re]write CCR Delhi history without ever discussing that period of time. 

Though I have destroyed most of it [I even preserved registration cards till about 10 years ago], I have uncovered a lot of material pertaining to that period, the dates of the different seminars and retreats and vigils, the names of the teams of preachers, even the details of the programmes and the notes taken down during the talks. And our correspondence from Delhi with CCR headquarters in Bangalore and Bombay. I am sure it will interest you to know how and when the Renewal there grew from about 10 people to a few thousand. There are still priests in Delhi who can give you information on these 10 lost years. Would you like to know my story?

Love and Prayers, Michael
12. From: cyriljohn@vsnl.net To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Wednesday, July 02, 2008 10:14 AM

Subject: Re: NATIONAL LEADERS' CONFERENCE, HYDERABAD, CHARISINDIA, and the CCR IN INDIA

Dear Michael, Thanks for the mail. 
I do read every mail and try to act on it in the best way possible. I also realise my limitations.
You will kindly appreciate that with my job, family and renewal commitments I am left with very little time for correspondence.
Thanks for all your valuable comments in this mail. I will be happy to know more about the CCR in Delhi from your own experience. When a building is constructed, it is done on a solid foundation, but what people usually see is the beautiful structure on top and not the solid foundation that tolds it. With regards and prayers, 
Cyril John
From: prabhu To: cyriljohn@vsnl.net Sent: Thursday, July 03, 2008 8:40 AM Subject: YOUR RESPONSE

Dear Cyril,
Thank you for your prompt response. I am certain that you read every email. 
But I was referring to your lack of response to certain emails. And it is not only with me. Sometimes I do get copies of correspondence addressed to you marked BCC to me so that I am kept informed. I am sure that you would not fail to respond to an email to you from a Bishop or the ICCRS or a government official in your line of work. 
If you do not respond to a lay person who writes to you out of concern for some aspect of the CCR which you head in India and represent at the world body, what is one then obliged to think? Your letter seems to say that this correspondence has the last priority in your life. I am sure that you could not have really meant that, because it is part of your job description along with your responsibilities and authority as Chairman.
Once you had advised me not to mention names and so I have not, in my letter of yesterday. I suppose you could identify at least some of the persons, service teams and cities that I was referring to. If you would like to have the names, please ask me. (See pages 33-35)
Yes, I appreciate your asking for the middle-history of the CCR in Delhi. I shall prepare it from all the papers and old records that I found, and send it you in a few weeks.
God Bless You. Love, Michael
From: prabhu To: stella benny Cc: cyriljohn@vsnl.net ; nco ; response2communitybible@gmail.com 

Sent: Sunday, August 31, 2008 9:08 PM Subject: Re: erranous NCB Bcc: LME
Dear Stella, 
[…]
I am copying this letter to Mr Cyril John, Chairman of the NCCRS and Vice-Chairman of the ICCRS. I understand that you have written to him twice about the issue of the OM bhajans in the Praise the Lord hymn book, and he has not responded to you. This is what happens as good people rise in office. He was not like that. He ignores my letters too because he has no will to act.
Silence is a tactic to avoid commitment. But we have a righteous and just God, remember. So let us do our bit. I thank God for people like you in the Church who put our leaders to shame. They are silent also on the New Community Bible (NCB) like with so many other issues because they have to protect the security of their ministries. Praise God for the two ICCRS leaders who replied to you from overseas, putting the onus for the explanation completely on Mr. Cyril John.
Angela and I just returned from evening Mass at the Luz church, Our Lady of Light. There was a 6th edition of the Praise the Lord hymn book on the pew in front of me. I tore off the offending pages. After the NCB matter is over, I will take up the hymn book/OM issue on exactly the same scale as we went after the NCB, starting with your letters on the matter and the replies that you received and also did not receive. Now every single Bishops in this country and most people in the CCR who matter are all ears and are reading every report from this ministry most carefully. The time has come. We will pray about other strategies and act publicly till Mr Cyril John and his "service" team either give us in writing that the OM is a prayer that is safe and beneficial for Catholics [with theological arguments to support their claim] or we shall militate for its removal from the PTL hymn book.
Today's two readings and gospel shook me to the marrow of my bones. They are most significant and timely. 
God bless you. Mike

From: prabhu To: jaignatius@gmail.com ; Aloysius Ignatius Cc: cyriljohn@vsnl.net ; nco ; regina_d'costa@oxy.com ; Benjamin Gonzaga; Divine Retreat Centre Sent: Sunday, September 07, 2008 8:47 AM 
Subject: The NCB and CHARISINDIA

Dear Regina, Praise the Lord. I warmly thank you for forwarding my alert to JAI who happens to be my childhood friend. If you had not done so, I may not have got his very precious letter. You are a true soldier of Jesus' Army. More for you below. Love, Mike                                               
Dear Aloysius, Praise the Lord. I sincerely thank you for your blessings and letter of appreciation and support on the New Community Bible (NCB) matter and on my ministry in general. Another nail in the NCB coffin. 

You probably got my NCB alert only from Regina and not also from me. 

In her letter to you, she wrote: "Michael Prabhu was formerly the Editor of Charis India."
I am marking copies of this letter to Cyril and to Regina because Cyril should not think that I have been making false claims. And to Regina to clarify. 
I was privileged to be a founder-member of the Delhi Service Team, 1982-1992.

My ministry has maintained the reputation of 100% honesty, 100% fidelity to Church teaching, and 100% non-compromise.

Regina somehow has the impression that I was editor of CHARISINDIA. I am not flattered. If I had ever been that close, the popularity-platform disease would have afflicted me too long, long ago and there would never have been this ministry. 

The closest I got to CHARISINDIA is being a subscriber for 26 years and a life member.

I know Regina since July 2007 when she first contacted me, and in that letter she had written, "Dear Bro. Michael, praise God! Your testimony was really hair-raising and one that I least expected. I had read articles of your in the Charis India and knew you were a name to be reckoned with in the Charismatic movement." 

Till today, I do not know which testimony Regina was referring to. Maybe the one at my web site. And I hastened to reply to her that she could never have read any of my articles in CHARISINDIA. Forget the articles, my name would never be allowed to figure in it. Because the NST/NCO remains silent on so many errors, they are embarassed by the truth of what I write, and they would never want to be associated with me or my name. I have not opened CHARISINDIA for the last 2 or 3c months due to lack of time and I do not even know if they have REPORTED on the release of the NCB. There is a news blackout on the NCB in all Indian charismatic publications, PETRUS magazine, Catholic yahoogroups like KonkaniCatholics, etc. as they do not want to be involved in any "controversy". Two editors wrote to me privately that they want to stay out. At least they had the integrity to reply. Cyril John did not. I have never seen the charismatic establishment running scared like this and it shows how unfortunate the whole movement has become.
Cyril John kept one assurance to me and my name did appear in CHARISINDIA just once by means of a letter that I wrote commending a Seminar that I attended. But he broke a solemn [unsolicited by me] public assurance -- about my future participation in CHARISINDIA and in national ministry -- that he gave to me and the assembled Bombay leaders after he attended my Seminar on New Age in Bandra in March 2004. Bombay leaders still write to me about it, deploring Cyril's lack of integrity, and they have ALL given me their letters of support in my crusade to get the NCB commentaries withdrawn. In fact one editor of CHARISINDIA, Constantine Fernandez, tried to "buy" my silence by bargaining [and this AFTER Cyril's public assurance] that CHARISINDIA would serialise my articles if I would agree to change my "irritating" style of writing. I have all the correspondence from this man. How could I accept anything that these leaders write and preach after such standards in their practical Christian life? Few "leaders" will support me publicly because they need the powerful influence of the NST and Regional Teams to get a platform for their preaching and writing, and the growth of their so-called ministries. They rely more on man than on God. I rely on the Will of God and the Holy Spirit.

Today, the Renewal serves its own interests. There are more ex-charismatics and disenchanted charismatics and backslided leaders than new members. The latest story -- and I have plenty -- is of Donovin Moses, till recently Madras Service Team leader and preacher who has become a Pentecostal. I could have warned the Madras Service Team as soon as he was "elected", but no one would have paid attention as always. He has taken quite a few Catholics into his "church", and I have just obtained the "Marriage Certificate" where he has got two Catholics married in his "church". These 2 ex- Catholics have been to prayer meetings and to Potta many times, but evidenty got nothing, because the leaders have, by and large, nothing to give [I’m quoting Scripture]. We are now guiding these 2 ex-Catholics back to the Church. What are the leaders doing about them or about Donovin?

By the way, Fr Augustine Vallooran VC officially wrote to me asking to be distanced from the NCB issue and unsubscribed from my mailing list! [Of course, I have refused to comply] Yet, this week, he starts to give the first of three retreats to the SAME Paulist fathers who brought out the erroneous NCB, the adulterated Word of God. Do you think he will risk offending them by raising the issue? There is a greater possibility that he will stock the NCB in his Divine Retreat Centre stores if some money can be made out of it.

For him, the number of retreats and number in attendance is of primary importance. Anything else must be sacrificed.

Please continue to pray for and support this ministry and for the conversion of heart of our "leaders". Love, Michael

From: prabhu To: MangaloreanCatholics@yahoogroups.com ; cyriljohn@vsnl.net ; nco@vsnl.net  

Sent: Thursday, March 12, 2009 6:07 PM Subject: Re: GENERAL ELECTIONS 2009: WHAT ARE WE DOING ABOUT IT? 

I refer to the posting below, from which I have quoted. 
Mr Cyril John as Vice President of the ICCRS/ National Chairman of the CCR must surely know that the Bishops of Mostar under whom the jurisdiction of Medjugorje omes, have denied that Our Lady has ever appeared and spoken at Medjugorje. 
They have called the whole thing a humbug. The Church has also discouraged official pilgrimages to Medugorje. It is therefore not right on our part to write in important publications in such a manner as to make the faithful believe that Our Lady has appeared and spoken at Medjugorje.

Michael Prabhu

GENERAL ELECTIONS 2009: WHAT ARE WE DOING ABOUT IT? by Cyril John
Posted by: "Prescilla Braggs, Pune" MC Digest No. 1332 dt. March 9, 2009 
QUOTE Our Lady of Medjugorje disclosed on 21st July, 1982 that “through fasting and prayer one can stop wars, one can suspend the laws of nature”. UNQUOTE
That position of the Mostar bishops holds good even today (2018). See multiple reports on my web site.
13. From: cyriljohn@vsnl.net To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2009 3:52 PM 
Subject: Re: CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

Dear Bro Michael and family,
Thanks for your greetings!
I too take this opportunity to wish you a Blessed Christmas season and a Happy and fruitful New Year!
With regards and prayers, 
Cyril John
14. From: cyriljohn@vsnl.net To: michaelprabhu@vsnl.net Sent: Saturday, January 22, 2011 9:14 PM 
Subject: Re: HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU

Dear Prabu and Angela,
Thanks for your greetings! May the good Lord bless you abundantly. With regards, Cyril John
That’s about it. One can see that since 2007, Cyril John generally replies if he does not have to make a commitment on any issue that I have brought up. Another tactic is to forward my letter to someone else, thus absolving him of any further responsibility. 
**
A few weeks after I started using email and was in the process of winding up my sending parcels of reports by post, this longish letter was written by me to Cyril John:
3 July 2003 by email
To, Mr. Cyril John, Chairman, National Service Team of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, New Delhi
My dear Brother Cyril,
Thank you for your email of 22 June 2003.
Also for the receipt sent by the NCO against my contribution towards the October convention in Vijayawada.
Yes, I am already aware that you have arranged for someone to prepare for Charisindia an article relating to the recent Vatican Document on the 'New Age'. I look forward to it and I am sure that Charisindia subscribers will benefit greatly from it. I was only wondering what was lacking in MY summary of the Document that you could not publish it, whereas it was carried in two non-charismatic Catholic periodicals (The Examiner and The Observer) from Mumbai, praise God.

I cannot also help wondering if one has to be 'charismatic' (read 'serving the charismatic renewal') rather than Catholic (serving the Church) for one's ministry to be accepted by the NCCRS. 

The majority of charismatic groups are today closed to most Catholic preachers who are not 'accredited' by their hierarchy. Anyone who is not given a nod by the CCR or the local Service Team is excluded.While I appreciate that this stand helps insulate charismatics from false teaching, it also serves to promote spiritual 'inbreeding' and other dangers including stagnancy and nepotism. Without making a sweeping generalisation, it may safely be said that, at the grassroots level in the Renewal, in its prayer groups, its leaders are lacking in more than a superficial knowledge of the Word of God and of current issues and trends that are affecting the Church (Hosea 4:6, 1 Corinthians 12:33, 2 Chronicles 1:10). Most prayer groups therefore have come not to expect anything more than what they keep receiving (milk, not solid food, cf.1Corinthians 3:2), and have been, for years.

It has been my experience that persons who have not toed the 'official' 'line', who have been unafraid to address embarassing issues that were best left ignored (according to the powers-that-be), who have spoken prophetically (meaning the truth that few seem to want to hear), who did not see eye to eye with the hierarchy,have been sidelined. This is not a new phenomenon, and it is common knowledge, to those of us who have been in the Renewal for over 20 years, who those persons are.

It is also common knowledge that certain other charismatic streams suffered similar experiences for various reasons (one of them for, among other things, their crusade against alcoholic drinks, an issue that others are not willing to pass moral judgements on; another because of the offerings that they were collecting in cities far from their centre; or simply because of their popularity with the Catholic masses). It was only later, and not for the best of reasons (which I will avoid recording here), that some of these ministries were welcomed into the inner circle.

These are not 'baseless allegations'. They have been shared with me in person by some of the seniormost leaders of these ministries, and their integrity is beyond any reproach.

There are enough good preachers in the Renewal who preach a gospel that does not rock the boat.


Years ago I had to make a choice: to continue to preach a popular gospel, have friends in the 'right' places, and receive invitations to speak. Or to do the right thing. And pay the price for it. I made my choice.

"My brother, show no partiality as you adhere to the faith... But if you show partiality, you commit sin..." (James2:1).

"Am I now currying favour with human beings or God? Or am I seeking to please people? (Galatians 1:10).

I do believe that you are 'following up things ... quite discreetly'. I appreciate that, and would not have it any other way.

I agree with you that 'there are times when the Lord may want us only to lift them up in prayer and do nothing more'.

But the catchwords are 'there are times'. There are also times when first, words, and then, action are expected of leaders.

Paul instructed Timothy to "stay in Ephesus to instruct certain people not to teach false doctrines..." (1 Timothy 1:3).

"For there are also many rebels ... and deceivers ... it is imperative to silence them as they are upsetting whole families by teaching for sordid gain what they should not" (Titus 1:10,11).

"After a first and second warning, break off contact with a heretic, realizing that such a person is perverted and sinful..." (Titus 3: 10, 11)

But the Renewal continues to closely associate itself with a charismatic priest who defiantly and openly propagates Alternative Medicine & Eastern meditations which a Vatican Document had classified as New Age, and who has, in charismatic circles, publicly dismissed as misinformed, Charisindia's articles which confirm that they are New Age.

"There were also false prophets among the people just as there will be false teachers among you who will introduce destructive heresies...Many will follow their licentious ways and because of them the way of truth will be reviled" (2 Peter 2:1).

"For some of these slip into homes and make captives of women weighed down by sins, led by various desires... Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so they also oppose the truth" (2 Timothy 3:6-8).

Even 4 years after my bringing the issue to the attention of the concerned authorities, there is no indication that he has been reproved or admonished or asked to take remedial measures to correct his wrong statements, erroneous teachings and dangerous recommendations. Charisindia regularly carries a local news item sent in by him and all this sends out wrong and confusing signals about the Renewal's leaders and the Renewal's stand on integrity and truth.

Talking of prayer, before the CBCI granted official recognition to the CCR, I would, every year at the National Day of Intercession, unfailingly raise this intention in Chennai. And I was at that time, technically speaking, not in the CCR (not a leader or member of a prayer group).

This is because I appreciate the role of the CCR in the Church, and I am not biased towards or against it by other factors.

Likewise, if the CCR were to give me any form of recognition, it would still not deter me from exposing error when I see it.

While I very much appreciate the prayer intentions for each month put up by the NIN, I look forward to the Charisindia that will ask readers to intercede for the issues which I have raised. And which you have suggested that I should pray about.

You can be assured that, as suggested by you, the concerned leaders are being prayed for. I respect them, especially our priests who are sacramentally anointed. But I am unable to accept that I am, as you write, 'circulating UNWANTED DETAILS about priests/leaders all over the country', or 'maligning (the) anointed of the Lord'.
I am not concerned with issues relating to their private lives. I write only about spiritual error that they may be propagating in open disregard of Scripture and Church teaching. And when these errors are being absorbed as truth by innocent people in the Church and in the Charismatic Renewal. And when, as a consequence, their credibility as leaders in the Renewal is in question.

When Ralph Martin, one of the co-founders of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, prophetically wrote in 1991 about the condition of the Church (The Catholic Church at the End of an Age, What is the Spirit Saying?), especially exposing the pedophilia rampant in the American clergy, he was attacked. BY CATHOLICS. (Few wanted to hear the truth about themselves). And accused of washing Catholic dirty linen in public.
Eventually it blew up into an international scandal. And, sadly, the American Bishops are STILL engaged in a cover-up.

Take note that Ralph Martin WROTE ABOUT THE ANOINTED OF THE LORD.

In the Old Testament there were men who spoke against the evil deeds of their anointed priests and kings.And paid a heavy price for doing so.
There is enough precedent in Scripture for writing to believers to warn them of error.

"I now feel a need to write to you to encourage you to contend for the faith ... for there have been some intruders ... who pervert the grace of our God into licentiousness..." (Jude 1:3, 4).

Paul publicly confronted Peter and it is on written record for all to read, and emulate.
"And when Kephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face because he clearly was wrong" (Galatians 2:11).

Both Paul and John warned (by name) of Christians who had become a source of danger to the early Church.
"Some... have made a shipwreck of their faith, among them Hymenaeus and Alexander..." (1 Timothy 1:19, 20).

"Demas, enamored of the present world, deserted me and went to Thessalonica... Alexander the coppersmith did me a great deal of harm... you, too, be on guard against him..." (2 Timothy 4:10).

"I wrote to the Church, but Diotrephes, who loves to dominate, does not acknowledge us.Therefore, if I come, I will draw attention to what he is doing,spreading evil nonsense about us" (3 John 1:9,10).

Again, to take note of your useful suggestion, an examination of my extensive documentation will confirm that in every case I ALREADY HAD brought the issues 'to the notice of the authority above the leader', and there was (a) NO RESPONSE; or (b), no indication given that anything was being done to address the problem; or (c), the situation in question continued to exist.
The Archbishop of Bangalore, Most Rev. Ignatius Pinto, was the only authority, in 2 separate instances, to conduct an investigation and take corrective action on the basis of my written reports.
First, I have always approached, IN PERSON, (except in one case where the concerned priest is unapproachable and I had to be content with writing to him), those whom I have named as spreading Doctrinal or New Age error.

When the concerned person either failed to respond to my letter(s) [usually], or replied justifying his or her position as correct [which happened in just 2 or 3 cases], seeing also that there was no response from their 'authorities' after the particular issue was brought to their notice, I was left with no choice but to alert Catholics by sending out copies of the correspondence. You will appreciate that I have never written anonymously, as some CCR leaders have, and I always include the letter written to me by the other person stating his or her position so that readers can decide the truth for themselves. 

To determine whether my intention is to 'malign the name' of anyone and if any of my 'reports about leaders could be baseless allegations' will not be difficult.
First of all, from the reaction, or lack of it, of our leaders, it is evident that I have nothing to gain as far as ministry is concerned, and, in a manner of speaking, everything to lose.
Secondly, one has to read any single investigative report among the many that I have written. Reports submitted by me first to my Auxiliary Bishop, then to the Catholic Bishops Conference of India (CBCI),to the related CBCI Commissions, and to our Cardinals and over 75 individual Archbishops and Bishops.Reports concerning the propagation of occult and New Age philosophies and practices of priests and religious (already individually and personally approached by me with no response). Reports on Catholic organizations similarly engaged such as the CATHOLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION OF INDIA (CHAI) and DHARMA BHARATHI. Reports on major Catholic events such as THE TENTH WORLD DAY OF THE SICK INTERNATIONAL CELEBRATIONS at VAILANKANNI in February 2002 which were used by CHAI and other organizations like the SISTER DOCTORS FORUM OF INDIA (SDFI) and SPIRITUAL HUMAN YOGA -UNIVERSAL ENERGY (of Rev.Sr.Amalavathy ICM) as a forum to promote occult/New Age Alternative Medicine,Holistic Health therapies like Reiki and Pranic Healing, Martial Arts like Tai Chi,books on Freemasonry & the occult sciences, and the use of condoms in AIDS prevention. Reports that were sent by me to most senior leaders in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR). 
These reports are well and properly documented. All of the information that is not documented (by publishings or audio- tape recordings) is supported by reliable witnesses, most of whom are involved in some way with Catholic Charismatic Renewal. Only in one or two cases I have resorted to using hearsay and, then too, not as primary evidence.

But I am of the opinion that these criteria are not really all that important. For the simple reason that a galaxy of Church and CCR leaders (including Cyril John) were in attendance at the Tenth World Day of the Sick Celebrations and all the evidence was there in plain sight, and it seems that I was the only one to notice because no one intervened to stop what was going on. (I grabbed the microphone and brought it to the attention of the 3000 dignitaries and delegates. See pp. 2, 3: CORRESPONDENCE WITH ROME 2002-2005 http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CORRESPONDENCE_WITH_ROME.doc)

In fact, the priest, whom I have already brought to your attention in my many letters to you, was there one day in advance of the event and I witnessed his inspecting the very New Age and Holistic Health stalls that I have described in detail in my report. (The priest referred to is Fr. A.J. Thamburaj SJ, Chairman of the Madras Service Team of the CCR.) 

All of this was after I had written to many delegates, Church and Renewal leaders and the organisers in advance of the event, warning them of what I expected to take place. And after I used the P.A. system to address the thousands of delegates to the convention, bringing the situation to the notice of the Church gathered there, and personally showing the offending New Age stalls to many delegates including the Bishop of Allahabad.

Except for just two Bishops (who have written letters of appreciation and blessed my ministry) and an Archbishop who thanked me telephonically, no Church or senior CCR leader, (excluding Fr.Fio Mascarenhas, Dr.Renu Silvano, Director of the Catholic Bible Institute, Mumbai and your good self who wrote letters containing both appreciation and criticism of my ministry), even had the courtesy to acknowledge receipt of the reports. Dr.Renu and you both wrote to me during the last 2 months, immediately on receipt of my letters, which I greatly appreciate. But I have been sending my reports to Bishops and other leaders since three and a half years.

Strangely,while the 'authorities' in the Church and in the Renewal ignore my letters and reports, not a day passes that I do not get encouragement or appreciation by way of long-distance calls, letters or emails from not-so-senior leaders in the CCR, from nuns, seminarians and priests and from very ordinary members of our prayer groups. Some of these wonderful people I have never met or known before. They have come to hear about my ministry or have seen some of my hardcopies and would like to have copies for themselves. Not a few of them testify that my writings have alerted them to two things (a) spiritual dangers that they were previously unaware of, (b) the need for them to pray for certain persons and issues. Seminarians have written to me that, after studying my work, their committments to their vocations (shaken by the liberal theology, New Age and Eastern philosophies that they are being indoctrinated with), have been strengthened.
Many of those who have received my reports have become benefactors of my ministry… 
You will recognize the enormous expenses that are incurred by me in producing and dispatching (by snail mail) my materials. 
I live by faith and it would have been impossible for me but for the Providence of God through individuals moved by His Spirit.There have of course been the one or two persons who supported my ministry in its early days through tithes and later withdrew that support but they (say that they) did so for financial reasons.These persons are very close to leaders in the CCR hierarchy. However, I continue to send them copies of my reports and they have never asked me to desist from doing so.

I write and send copies of my correspondence and investigative reports to those authorities in the Renewal & the Church who, as intercessors, watchmen and prophets, would be in the best position to assess my work and take the necessary interventive or corrective action. One would expect that the Renewal, by virtue of its name which identifies the role that it is expected to play, would take up such issues with the concerned authorities and ensure that remedial measures are taken.
But, while the Bishops choose to simply ignore my letters and reports, it is some of the senior leaders in the CCR who not only ignore them, but make statements rejecting them as false, misinformed or unauthoritative, or going to the extent of obstructing my work by advising prayer group leaders not to associate with me, as if I my position were anti-Church or anti-Renewal.
By doing this they are in fact condoning the evil in their midst, the growing cancers of theological dissent and the Trojan horses allowed into the City of God. 

I might be able to understand if leaders are silent on, let us say, the anti-conversion ordinance. But I am completely astonished when they receive well-researched reports on grave error that is being propagated by Catholic clergy and religious within the Church, and show no reaction at all, as if the issues do not concern them, leave alone the fact that they reject the simple courtesy of making an acknowledgement. 

"Not to oppose error is to approve it, and not to defend truth is to suppress it, and indeed, to neglect to confound evil men when we can do it, is no less a sin than to encourage them" (Pope St. Felix III).
As far as the local situation is concerned, I have personally met with the Chairman of the Service Team even BEFORE I started circulating my material. I have met him a couple of times after that. And written him several times inbetween. He has always been non-committal and uncooperative. (The records of my correspondence will bear that out). I have adopted other strategies only as a further resort.
By the grace of God, there have always been leaders of prayer groups in Chennai who believe in the truth of what I say and write, and who support my ministry through intercession and in whichever else way they are in a position to.

While the 'mainstream' Catholic Charismatic Renewal ignores/rejects/criticizes/obstructs my ministry to expose the fruitless works of darkness (cf. Ephesians 5:11), almost every other 'stream' of the charismatic renewal has supported my work without a single word of criticism. 
Possessing the freedom to respond to the promptings of the Holy Spirit without any restraint from biased 'leaders', they have all written me blessing my ministry, appreciating my zeal for the Church and genuine Catholic teaching, and, in several cases, placing on record that my writings have helped inform & enlighten them and assist them in THEIR TEACHING AND PREACHING MINISTRIES. Several of these letters are from Directors of well-known Catholic charismatic retreat centres.
Members of their teams have been receiving & using my material for years now.

For some time now,I have sensed the need to write and circulate a statement naming every ecclesiastical body, Bishop and leader in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal who has ever received my letters and copies of investigative reports (giving details of dates etc.), and chosen to ignore them. I believe that it may be a good thing to do, as Catholics -- especially the many who bear a burden for the Renewal and the Church, have a right to know about their leaders' attitudes concerning the dangers that confront the Church.  

[…]
I solicit your prayers for my ministry.
In Jesus' Name and service, 
Michael Prabhu
What follows next are 4 letters available till now only in hard copy. They were among the last written by me in my pre-lnternet days and, on average, around 140 copies of each were reached by me to CCR leaders and prayer group members using snail mail.
1. January 7, 2003
To, Mr. Allan Panozza, The International Catholic Charismatic Renewal Office (ICCRO),

Palazza Della Cancelleria, 00120 Vatican City

To, Mr. Cyril John,

Chairman, National Service Team, Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR)

National Charismatic Office,

Archbishop’s House, 1 Ashok Place, New Delhi 110001

Dear Mr. Allan Panozza and Mr. Cyril John,

Subject: Fr. A.J. Thamburaj SJ, former Chairman of the National Service Team of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in India, recommends the practice of Zen meditation, Yogic exercises, Pranic Healing and Reiki.

Meetings of the Madras Intercessory Network (MIN) of the CCR are held at the residence of Mrs. Josephine Nathan, former co-ordinator.
On December 12, 2002, Fr. Thamburaj celebrated Mass for the MIN. Later, over dinner, he advised members of the MIN that Zen is an excellent spiritual exercise. When he brought up the subject of Zen meditation, MIN members who are familiar with my writings on New Age themes, asked him for his opinion regarding Reiki. He confirmed to them that Riiki too is something good. He mentioned me by name, ridiculing as misguided and futile my ministry to expose the dangers of New Age Alternative Medicines and Eastern Meditations. He was scornful about my writing to the Indian bishops and the Vatican about the propagation by priests and nuns of these practices in the Church as well as about his role in this.

He even expressed regret that CHARISINDIA, the monthly magazine of the CCR which is recognized by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI) has also taken a wrong position by publishing articles condemning systems like Reiki as occult. He also confidently stated that Yoga may be beneficially practised by Catholics, adding that there are two types of yoga, one of which is “bad” and the other “good”.
I have confirmed all of the above after talking to, in person or over the phone, all of the MIN members who were present at the meeting. Every one of them was kind enough to accept from me copies of my extensively researched articles which explain the truth about these therapies and meditations. They also accepted from me copies of articles written by eminent Catholic lay persons and published in Catholic charismatic periodicals, all of which support my contention that the named practices are occult and spiritually harmful and may not be used by Christians.
While my articles on Zen meditation and Enneagrams are yet to be released, several of the MIN team received from me over 60 pages of typed pages of researched, documented and compiled information on “The truth about Yoga” which includes the published opinions of Catholic charismatic priests and exorcists as well as Christian authors like Mother Basilea Schlink. Excerpts are included from the 1989 Vatican Document “Letter to te Bishops of the Catholic Church on Some Aspects of Christian Meditation which is signed by Joseph Ratzinger, Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctine of the Faith with the full approval of Pope John Paul II, warning of the spiritual dangers involved in practising Zen, Yoga and Transcendental Meditation.

All of them have received copies of my articles giving the facts about the anti-Christian, occult and demonic aspects of the philosophies and methodologies of Reiki and Pranic Healing. Copies had been given earlier to the present Chairman of the Madras Service Team as well as to leaders and members of the Chennai prayer groups over the last three years. This includes both Fr. Thamburaj and Mrs. Nathan.
Over 600 sets of my articles have been printed, distributed and mailed at my cost to lay leaders, seminarians, nuns and priests including several who propagate the afore-mentioned systems with the official blessings of their Bishops, to the CBCI and several of its Commissions, all 24 Archbishops, over 60 Bishops, 2 Cardinals and the Apostolic Nuncio to India, to the Papal Delegate to the 10th World Day of the Sick in Vailankanni in February 2002, to Cardinal Ratzinger, the Secretariat of State and other Dicasteries at the Vatican, etc. all of them under copy to my Auxiliary Bishop Most Rev. Lawrence Pius Dorairaj. I have had several meetings with Bishop Pius and received many assurances from him, including one in writing, that he would study my findings as well as my report to him that Fr. Thamburaj was practising and propagating Pranic Healing, but I have not heard from him for over 30 months despite several reminders.
I have also submitted to all of the above, my reports on 

1. Holistic Health Centres run by nuns at which Reiki, Yoga and Pranic Healing etc. are taught round the year to Catholic religious and laity with the funding and/or blessing of some Bishops

2. The Catholic Health Association of India (CHAI), a non-governmental organization in the health-care sector which promotes Reiki, Pranic Healing and Yoga, etc. and which sells books on Pranic Healing (authored by Grand Master Choa Kok Sui) as well as several written by Freemasons and the Theosophical Society. I have yet to see a single Christian book among those that they advertise for and sell. CHAI also conducts programmes with innocuous sounding titles through which they induct unwary Catholic religious and laity into New Age practices.
3. St Pauls and other Catholic media centres that print, publish and sell books that have occult and New Age themes.

Many of them are authored by Catholic priests and they contain teachings that are incompatible with and diametrically opposed to Scripture and Church reaching.

4. Catholic periodicals like the New Leader that endorse the views of liberal theologians by publishing their articles and thereby confusing Catholics as to the correct teaching of the Church
5. The Dharma Bharathi institutions that are subtly disseminating New Age ideologies and syncretism in Catholic educational institutions.

6. The 10th World Day of the Sick at which there was a massive sale, display of occult and Freemasonic and Theodophical Society literature and a campaign by CHAI and other organizations to promote Pranic Healing, Reiki, Tai Chi, and the latest evil called Spiritual Human Yoga – Universal Energy, at the venue on the premises of the Cathedral Basilica within a few meters of the Holy Masses and healing services attended by a few thousand Catholic delegates from all over India and abroad. Two Cardinals and dozens of Bishops were in attendance. I personally handed over sets of my articles on CHAI to some of them, and to the Apostolc Nuncio and to several delegates. I was even constrained to grab the microphone during one of the sessions and question the august gathering about the unchecked occult activity in that consecrated place.
A 40-page report on this event with detailed analysis, explanations and photographs taken by me was sent by me to the Bishops, the CBCI, and to leaders in charismatic ministry.

I had also posted sets of my papers to several of our Bishops while they were assembled at the CBCI plenary meeting in Jalandhar in February 2002. Not one of the Bishops wrote in acknowledgement.

Only 2 Bishops overall had the courage, graciousness and love for the Church to acknowledge receipt of my papers. Both wrote to me blessing me and my ministry.

One other Bishop informed me that my work has been referred to the Doctrinal Commission of the CBCI for further study. This too was in April 2002. I am sceptical that anything positive will come from the theologians who received my papers.

As for Rome, I received a letter from the Pontificium Consilium de Legum Textibus dated April 19, 2002, signed by Bishop Bruno Bertagna simply informing me that they are aware that my letters have been sent by me to the Cardinal Prefect of the Dicastery of the Holy See that is competent to handle these matters.
On the other hand, I have received tremendous encouragement from nuns, priests, prayer group leaders (without the knowledge or approval of the mainstream CCR) etc. including invitations to speak and to give Seminars on New Age across several cities.

What has all of this got to do with the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in India?

The CCR which I expect to play the role of prophet and watchman prefers to remaim silent, limiting itself to the few articles on Reiki and general examination of the New Age, while some of their seniormost leaders actively continue to engage in the very activities that CHARISINDIA has condemned.

On the occasion of the Silver Jubilee Convention of the CCR in Chennai, January 15, 2002 (see page 31), I distributed leaflets stating that priests and lay leaders in the CCR are practising and promoting Yoga, the chanting of the “Om” mantra, Zen, Reiki, Pranic Healing, the spirituality of Osho (Rajneesh)… and even use hypnotism for treatment of people.

This action was taken by me after much soul-searching and prayer and futile meetings with and letters to a number of local CCR leaders. Names of individuals were not mentioned by me in the leaflet. My intention was to bring awareness to those who are in the Renewal movement for their spiritual edification and who would have every chance of being introduced to the occukt and New Age. And in the misplaced hope that some charismatics would question those among their leaders who are either directly involved or indirectly in support by maintaining silence or who continue to use these very leaders in the activities of the CCR.
There are many in the CCR leadership who are warning those who are under their spiritual direction to stay clear of me, even claiming that I teach error. They say that I am working against and attacking the Catholic Charismatic Renewal. I am being quoted as saying things that I never said. Those whom I have “exposed” accuse me of writing and saying false things against leaders in the CCR. An examination of any of my articles or reports would prove otherwise. If even the simplest charismatic would care to prayerfully read just one of my papers, he or she would see that I, unlike my accusers, have a burden for the Catholic Church and for the Truth.
In this ministry, I have nothing to gain and very much to lose instead. I am doing all of this at great expense of time, energy and money. Additionally, I am denied a platform to speak in the CCR circuit and reach people with my message.

My writings and words would instead reveal that I am a Catholic apologist.

I have attended several Catholic Bible Colleges and courses, and Schools of Evangelization.

All of my work is disseminated not anonymously but with my full postal address and telephone number.

Whatever I write is supported by printed, handwritten or audio-recorded evidence, sometimes with photographs. 

There is no cause for me to lie or to exaggerate.

I was privileged to be a member of the very first Delhi Service Team of the CCR and my wife and I were involved in planting the first active prayer groups in that city since 1982.

It is no secret that Fr. Thamburaj practised Pranic Healing. Some say that he does Pranic Healing. Others insist that he practices both. He has invited people to learn these systems from him, claiming that they are “more powerful than charismatic” methods. All of this was informed to me by persons of integrity who are in charismatic ministry, even in the presence of lay leaders of national repute.
Under the circumstances, it might be a good idea if Fr. Thamburaj conducted workshops on reiki and pranic healing under the auspices of the Madras Service Team. He could also give a seminar on yoga, clarifying the distinction between “good” and “bad” yoga so that charismatics might distinguish between them. Without his guidance, Catholics might believe that all yoga is good or compromise themselves spiritually by adopting the techniques of bad yoga.

Then CHARISINDIA would have to explain how they publish articles that state that Reiki is New Age, since Fr. Thamburaj, a leading and influential individual at the national level of the CCR, has criticized the articles.

When intercessors at the MIN meeting at Mrs. Nathan’s home questioned Fr. Thamburaj about these practices, it was an excellent opportunity for him to explicitly condemn them. Instead, he did the very opposite.
Through this letter, I bring to the attention of the ICCRO and the NST that Fr. Thamburaj has misused his preeminent position in the CCR to misguide individuals and the MIN into serious spiritual error.

At the CCR Silver Jubilee Convention on 15.1.2002, Fr. Thamburaj used the Public Address system to denounce me and my ministry. He also denied having any involvement with Reiki and Pranic Healing. It was a lie. He lied immediately after he conducted a healing service with the Monstrance. He asked the gathering to pray for the person who was wasting his time and money distributing leaflets on the campus.
I believe that I have sufficient grounds for writing this letter. I trust that you, international and national leaders of the Renewal, will not also be of the opinion that I am wasting my time and money.

My wife and I have been threatened with imprisonment by a priest whom I have exposed and the Director of CHAI has written a letter charging me with libel and defamation. But I must do what I know and believe my God has called me to do.

My research has revealed that many priests who practise toga etc. eventually leave the Church. Examples are the Benedictine deChanet (recommended by former NST Chairman and Director ICCRO Fr. Fio Mascarenhas SJ), former SVD priest Gilbert Carlo (backed by Simon Cardinal Pimenta), former SVD priest Francis Barboza, etc.

There is an exodus of laity, even seminarians, to the Pentecostals and sedevacantism because of the above epidemic in the Church. Will you not do something about it?

Michael Prabhu

Mr. Panozza did not respond at once, but there’s this correspondence the following year and thereafter:
From: prabhu To: info@iccrs.org Sent: Friday, May 07, 2004 11:50 PM Subject: 73. LETTER TO ROME                                                                    KIND ATTENTION: MR ALLAN PANOZZA, DIRECTOR, INTNL. CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL SERVICES 
I have sent copies of this attachment [which is on my ministry's letterhead] through my brother who is in Rome today, to about 20 different dicasteries of the Holy See and to you. It is of four pages in length.
Please let me have your acknowledgement with valued critique, confirming that you received the attachment.
Kindly pray for the success of the mission of this letter. Michael                                                                                                                                                                                          PS. Kindly refer to my letter to you dated 7th January 2003 which has not been favoured with a reply till date.
From: Allan Panozza Sent: Friday, May 21, 2004 1:17 PM Subject: A Letter to the Vatican 

Dear Michael,                                                                                                                                                                         Your E mail has been forwarded on to me in Australia from the ICCRS office in Rome. I’m not sure what it is that you would expect from ICCRS. What you have written seems to refer directly to your assessment of the state of the Catholic Church in India, and your concern with New Age and occultic practices which you believe have infiltrated into the Church in India.The fact that you have sent your detailed analysis of these matters to the Catholic Bishops Conference of India, and now to the Vatican, would seem to me to be the only course which is open to you. That and prayer!                  
It surely must be up to the official Church now to respond - if the Church discerns what you allege - has in fact any substance. Certainly ICCRS is not equipped nor eligible to enter into any debate or even make judgements concerning the matters you have raised with respect to India.                                                                                                                                     It seems to me that the New Age is a worldwide movement which denies the Divinity of Jesus, and does not recognise that our salvation comes only through him. It’s all very well for you to condemn the Renewal as having "lost its cutting edge", and that "leaders are non-committal and do not appreciate what ministries like mine are struggling to achieve"!                       Just be careful not to see yourself as "The Saviour" . Only Jesus is that. Heresies have come and gone through the history of the Church, and no doubt will continue to do so in the future. But it is only through Jesus that we will conquer what confronts us and threatens to destroy us.                                                                                                                                  The mandate of ICCRS is to serve the worldwide Renewal through coordination, promotion, sharing of experiences, reflections and resources; through dialogue, prayer, exhortation and cooperation.                                                              ICCRS seeks not to govern, administer or organise Catholic Charismatic Renewal, but to serve in a fraternal spirit of fellowship. (ICCRS Policy and Identity 2001).                                                                                                                         Pope John Paul II recently re-affirmed the mandate: "...The task of ICCRS is to coordinate and promote exchange of experiences and reflections among Catholic Charismatic communities throughout the worlds..." (Rimini, 24 April 2000).   You might also be aware that in early 2003 the Pontifical Council for Culture and Interreligious Dialogue published a provisional report entitled Jesus Christ The Bearer Of The Water Of Life, which is a Christian reflection on the New Age. I pray that Jesus will bless the Church in India, and am reminded often of the final words in Matthew 28:20 as we (the Church) continue to face the many difficulties which confront Christianity throughout the world.                                         "....and know that I am with you always; yes, to the end of time.”

ALLAN PANOZZA                                                                                                                                                         President, ICCRS 
From: Allan Panozza To: prabhu Sent: Friday, August 19, 2005 12:55 PM Subject: Re: ASTROLOGY: 30 A4 pages

Dear Michael,
Many thanks for your article on astrology. It is timely and very instructive. 
I will look forward to receiving your work on "Catholic Ashrams in India" when you have completed it.
From time to time we seem to find certain priests from India who visit Australia, and preach about the advantages for people to follow this form of spirituality. Keep up the good work! Regards and blessings, 
ALLAN
From: Allan Panozza To: prabhu Sent: Saturday, October 08, 2005 10:23 AM Subject: Re: CATHOLIC ASHRAMS

Dear Michael, 
Many thanks for this report. I have stored it and will read it in due course. I have just arrived home from Rome and the priests' Retreat which ICCRS sponsored with the Beatitudes in Ars - so am a bit busy catching up. I will get back to you sometime in November, because I will be going shortly to New Zealand for another engagement at a Conference, for which I must prepare some material. I will pass this on also to some other leaders here, and particularly to one leader who is very concerned about this matter. May God richly bless your work and may you grow more fully into the Life of the Holy Spirit. Regards and blessings, 
ALLAN
From: Allan Panozza To: prabhu Sent: Tuesday, April 18, 2006 4:11 AM Subject: Re: A BLESSED EASTER

Dear Michael, Thank you for your greetings. Carmel and I wish you and your family a happy and blessed Holy season of Easter. Alleluia! 
ALLAN
From: Allan Panozza To: prabhu Sent: Friday, July 28, 2006 6:29 AM Subject: Re: ENNEAGRAMS

Dear Michael, Many thanks for your information about the Enneagram.
I have found that one of the best books dealing with this subject is "A closer look at the Enneagram", written some years ago by Dorothy Ranaghan. It has helped me to discuss and explain the truth about this subject many times.
Kevin Ranaghan was Deputy President of ICCRS during my early years on the Council. Blessings, 
ALLAN PANOZZA
From: Allan Panozza To: prabhu Sent: Tuesday, December 19, 2006 5:15 AM Subject: Re: FROM MICHAEL, INDIA

Dear Michael, Many thanks for your greetings, and Carmel and I wish Angela and you and your family every grace and blessing for a Happy and Holy Christmas. May the Holy Spirit continue to lead and guide you in your work during 2007.
Your brother in Christ, 
ALLAN 
From: Allan Panozza To: prabhu Sent: Thursday, March 15, 2007 8:52 AM Subject: Re: TESTIMONY*
Thanks Michael, I will read this testimony through more carefully when I get some time. Thanks for sending it to me.
Blessings, 
ALLAN 
*http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_HOLISTIC_HEALTH_HEALER.doc -Severine Menezes
2. April 15, 2003
To, Mr. Cyril John,

Chairman, National Service Team, Catholic Renewal Services
22/6 Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi 110060
Dear Cyril John
Subject: XII NATIONAL Catholic Charismatic Convention at Vijayawada from October 2 to 5, and the inclusion of Fr. A.J. Thamburaj SJ as the main speaker
You are in receipt of my letter of January 7, 2003, which was jointly addressed to you and to the ICCRO in the Vatican.

I have received no response from either of your offices.

The subject of that letter is Fr. A.J. Thamburaj who was a former national Chairman of the CCR in India.

Along with that letter, I sent you a copy of my letter to him dated May 5, 2000. That letter, written after several meetings with Bishop Lawrence Pius Dorairaj that effected no response, concerned the involvement of the said priest in alternative therapies Reiki and Pranic Healing. Please find enclosed herewith copies of the referred letters for your ready reference.
If ever there was any doubt about my charges, Fr. Thamburaj himself made his position clear at the meeting of the Madras Intercessory Network (MIN) in Chennai on December 12, 2002, when he suggested to the intercessors that practising Zen meditation would be beneficial to them. He condemned my work that exposes alternative therapies as New Age and specifically attacked CHARISINDIA’s articles that concur with me on these issues.

That Fr. Thamburaj has practised Pranic Healing is commonly known. Even leaders of prayer groups as well as others have confessed their association with him in this area. At one time, he told members of the Stewards group of Fr. Rajpaul CSsR that what he could teach them was more powerful than charismatic healing.

And, he has recently taken training in Zen from Jesuit Fr. Amasamy. He is also a believer in such a thing as “good” as opposed to “bad” yoga.

For years now, he has been carrying on a running feud that has sowed hatred and division among the two sides – with a fellow Jesuit, Fr. Ignatius, who runs an independent charismatic ministry from Satya Nilayam in Chennai. The latter holds a three-day convention annually on the Marina beach that draws Catholics and others in the tens of thousands. Fellow Jesuits vouch for Fr. Thamburaj’s animosity towards popular independent charismatic ministries. Some of them remark that he has had to look to “other” sources, finally occult power, to replace the anointing that he had and lost in charismatic ministry.

His conflict with Fr. Ignatius SJ, with whom he refuses to reconcile, is a scandal among Chennai Catholics.

I understand that you visited Chennai in this very same connection, to mediate between them unsuccessfully a few months ago.
Despite being fully knowledgeable of all of the above, those in authority in the CCR have failed to admonish or rein in Fr. Thamburaj. To his diehard loyalists, he can neither do nor say anything wrong; the other party is always the guilty or offending one. His supporters in the CCR leadership in fact use him at every opportunity which has only served to extend his influence and credibility.

It would seem that there is little accountability or integrity left in the Renewa leadership which should in reality be playing the role of prophet and watchman.

On February 3, 2003, the Vatican released a Document titled “Jesus Christ, the Bearer of the Water of Life – A Christian Reflection on the New Age”. Pope John Paul II asserted that New Age is “one of the greatest threats to Christianity in the third millennium.”

The Document, in assessing the influences on and traditions of New Age thought and practice, treat the following to a greater or lesser extent: Rosicrucianism, Freemasonry, “hidden spiritual powers or forces in nature,” theosophy and theosophists like Alice Bailey and Helena Petrovna Blavatsky, holistic health, psychic healing, meditation and visualization, the Indian chakra system, reincarnation and karma, the monistic/pantheistic notion of God as “vital energy” or a “cosmic” impersonal life force energy that may be manipulated for healing, hypnosis, mantras, psychospiritual techniques, the yin and yang, the Arcane School, AMORC, New Ager David Spangler, etc.
All of the above are integral to Pranic Healing. Several are found associated with Reiki. The Document also names Zen Buddhism and Yoga as New Age, as does an earlier Vatican Document, “Letter to the Bishops of the Catholic Church on Some Aspects of Christian Meditation,” (also known as Orationis Formas, October 15, 1989) which warns us against the spiritual dangers of “eastern methods” of meditation like Transcendental Meditation, Zen and Yoga.
In the light of the above, it is crystal clear that Fr. Thamburaj is deeply involved in the practice and propagation of esoteric New Age therapies in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal.

I am now thoroughly shocked to learn that this same priest has been included as a speaker for the coming Covention.

I request you and the NST organizers to review the invitation extended to Fr. Thamburaj, and appreciate that by elevating him in this manner you will be endorsing hid position on New Age as correct vis-à-vis that of the Church and be responsible for the consequences.

Michael Prabhu

3. May 3, 2003
To, Mr. Cyril John,

Chairman, National Service Team, Catholic Charismatic Renewal Services
New Delhi

Dear Cyril John
Subject: New Age in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in Chennai
I thank you for responding to my various communications with you through your letter to me of April 23. (This letter is not traceable at the moment. It is probably in printout form somewhere in my files)
It was very reassuring to read that you will discuss with Fr. Thamburaj about his anti-Christian activities and teachings during your next meeting with him.

Some prayer group leaders who have heard me out, and support my position which is that of Church and Scripture, have already decided not to use Fr. Thamburaj at their programmes. But they cannot do more than that because they do not want their association with Service Team to be affected. A couple of other persons who are in leadership believe that I am right and that Fr. Thamburaj is in error but they are obliged to maintain their connection with him because he is thrust upon them by the Service Team. It is as if Chennai city could not produce any other “charismatic” priest in the last 25 (make that 40 now) years.
People are generally of the opinion that Fr. Thamburaj will either lie his way out or dismiss me as a nuisance when and if he is confronted on the issues listed above.
Leaving aside the matter of Fr. Ignatius with whom he is having an open enmity, consider the following:

1. In December 2009 he told Mr. Julian Benham and two others of the Stewards group of Fr. Rajpaul CSsR who had met him in connection with a talk that was required to be given at a night vigil (it was eventually delivered by me when he declined) that he could demonstrate something to them that was more powerful than charismatic healing. They explained to me that he was talking of Pranic Healing.

2. A few days later, Mr. Francis Jeyaraj, the leader of a local prayer group visited my home. In the presence of persons closely connected with Fr. Augustine Vallooran VC of Divine Retreat Centre and with the present Chairman of the Madras Sercice Team, he admitted that he had introduced Fr. Thamburaj to the practice of Pranic Healing.
On the 16th of January, he once again admitted to this when he and I together visited his parish priest, Fr. Thomas Selvaraj.

3. At the request of my Auxiliary bishop Dr. Lawrence Pius to give him in writing the names of those priests and nuns who are promotiong Reiki and Pranic Healing in Chennai, I submitted my first letter to the Bishop on February 2, 2000, naming, among others, Fr. Thamburaj.

4. On March 31, 2000, I met Fr. Fio Mascarenhas SJ, the National Chairman, at his office in Mumbai.

He commented that it did not surprise him to hear what Fr. Thamburaj was up to. Fr. Fio also wrote me a letter in which he said, “I am also concerned about Pranic Healing entering the Church in subtle ways and I am contacting Archnishop Ivan Dias…”
5. After getting no response from my Bishop or any firm commitment from the Chairman, I wrote to Fr. Thamburaj directly on May 5, 2000. He did not respond.

6. Mr. Julian Benham’s cousin, Antonette Fletcher, a prayer group leader, told us that Fr. Thamburaj had used Reiki healing on her and “molested” her in the process of “laying hands”.

With her and other leaders getting into these New Age disciplines, more charismatic members felt free to do so.

7. The Living Waters Prayer Group, Santhome.
Several persons in this prayer group and from the Bible class group of Sr. Claude FMM were trained into and involved in the arts of Pranic Healing, Reiki, Zen, Yoga, etc. 
(I later learned that the late Sr. Claude was closely associated with New Ager Fr. Bede Griffiths OSB and the Catholic Ashrams movement. She always wore a saffron-coloured habit. I’ve never seen any other nun wear one!)

Returning to the subject of the Living Waters Prayer Group which my wife and I attended for some months in 1995 after returning from a retreat at Divine Retreat Centre, the leader Joseph Paul, who I personally witnessed entering the venue of the Convention organized by the Pranic Healing Foundation of Tamil Nadu for Pranic Healing founder Grand Master Choa Kok Sui in Chennai on January 23, 2003, used to read from books of Osho’s (Rajneesh’s) teachings during the time allotted in prayer meetings for reading and breaking the Word of God. Nothing could have shocked me more than this. When this man “prayed” he would share with the group about the flow of cosmic energy currents in his body, etc.

When I challenged him about this and his not using the Bible – and what I write next is absolutely unbelievable – he retorted in the hearing of the entire “prayer” group that he would not use the Bible for the reason that “the Old Testament contains filth and pornography”. His words are indelibly etched into my memory.

He attends the weekly Zen sessions conducted in a room on the second floor of the Zen building of the Jesuit-owned Dhyana Ashram in Santhome, Chennai, and meditates there before an idol of the Buddha, chanting “Om…” I have once again personally witnessed his presence there from the doorway. Fr. Thamburaj lives in that same building in a room on the first floor. It is said that he too attends the sessions now and then. There is a possibility that Joseph Paul was inducted by the priest into Zen meditation.

(There were several other prayer group members who were into New Age. A few of them abjured the practices after I visited their homes and talked to them. At that time hostile, today we are friends and do not discuss the matter. One of them, till a few years ago, attended the weekly prayer meeting. I do not know if the prayer group exists today, 2018.

From the group, there was another lady named Joan Aranha who shared with me that she had trained under Clifford and Sushma Saldanha, co-founders of the Pranic Healing Foundation, and that they “pranic healed” one another at home. They also used crystals for drawing out “dirty energy” and placed the “dirty” crystals on their altar to get them “cleaned”. She said that their daughters had felt the powerful surge of pranic energy in their bodies when the crystals were applied.

When I asked her how she could have got herself into that situation, she admonished me that I should not presume to preach to her and reminded me that she was in the Renewal since the last 18 years!!

It is very clear from all these cases that solid, active charismatic renewal membership and the New Age can co-exist.) 

Ms. Antonette Fletcher named Manuel Thomas (aka Babu), co-leader of Living Waters and former MST Chairman, as being associated with Fr. Thamburaj in the practising of either Pranic Healing or Reiki, she was not sure which. Babu is related to Joseph Paul.

On my insisting that he do something about the situation in his prayer group, he called a meeting of the core group at the residence of one Basil Row. Two friends whom I had met at Divivine Retreat Centre and were coming for the prayer meetings and I went over. Joseph Paul simply refused to cooperate, there was a lot of yelling and the meeting was abandoned. Later, at my continued insisting that he should confront Fr. Thamburaj, Babu blurted out, “Don’t tell me that you are still on that bloody Pranic Healing trip!”
When I submitted a detailed report to the then Vicar General, now Bishop of Trichy, Fr. Anthony Devotta, he ordered that the group move from their present meeting place at the Pastoral Centre to the Cathedral premises. Joseph Paul, Basil Row and the others refused.They maintained that priests come and go, but they remain independent of the priests.

The Vicar General asked my wife and me to start a weekly prayer meeting in a room in the priests’ residence which we did. An average of 15 to 20 people would attend. Babu and his wife Rosy would attend too. One can imagine how anointed the meetings were. After a few months, I decided that we were wasting my time and we stopped going.
I forgot to mention that the Living Waters prayer meetings were as “dead” as any could get.

Another independent (not in the CCR mainstream) prayer group sprung up in Santhome, led by brothers Babu Victor and Gangai Victor. They named it New Jerusalem. We checked it out and were impressed with the group’s zeal and vivacity and joined them at their residence every week for several months. They conducted a prayer meeting that was widely attended almost every night. I don’t recall exactly when it was that Gangai informed me that Manuel Thomas’ wife invited New Jerusalem to merge with Living Waters, remarking that the latter’s meetings were very sedate because they were all into Zen and that New Jerusalem might put some life back into Living Waters. The Victor brothers turned down the invite, responding to my cautions.

On January 26, 2000, I visited Benjamin Gonzaga, Chairman of the MST at his residence along with Mr. Julian Benham. I briefed Gonzaga on the situation with respect to Fr. Thamburaj, Living Waters, etc. but he did not evince any interest in what I was saying. (My most recent meeting with him was on January 3, 2003.)
Gonzaga would make only two statements:

i) He himself had not encountered any one using Pranic Healing etc.

ii) He would make enquiries but he would be slow in arriving at conclusions.

Gonzaga never made any attempt till date to either revert to me or to admonish Fr. Thamburaj.

Gonzaga’s nephew Anand is an employee of my brother and I have reached many reports and letters to him through his nephew. While Gonzaga maintained silence, Fr. Thamburaj’s boldness increased. Finally, I was constrained to resort to distributing and snail mailing copies of my letters to him and to Cyril John concerning Fr. Thamburaj.

8. At the Madras CCR Silver Jubilee Convention on January 15, 2002, (see page 26), after I distributed leaflets on the grounds of the venue (CCR MADRAS SILVER JUBILEE CONVENTION-LEAFLET ON NEW AGE CHARISMATIC LEADERS http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CCR_MADRAS_SILVER_JUBILEE_CONVENTION-LEAFLET_ON_NEW_AGE_CHARISMATIC_LEADERS.doc), Gonzaga was greatly upset and stormed up to me and asked me if I realised that “Jesus would be very unhappy” with what I had done. My response that Jesus would be unhappy with what the CCR leaders were doing. He asked me to take back my leaflets and leave the venue. I assured him that I would do so if he could show me that even one of the leaflets was discarded and lying on the ground.
On February 6, 2002, I wrote a four-page letter to Gonzaga explaining the reasons for my doing what I did. (That and other letters to Gonzaga will be reproduced in a future report, God willing.)

9. I came to hear from reliable sources that Fr. Thamburaj was informing people that he had trained in Zen at the Bodhi Zendo ashram of Jesuit priest Fr. Amasamy (Arul Maria Arokiasamy). (Pages 57-59 of CATHOLIC ASHRAMS-REVISITED http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CATHOLIC_ASHRAMS-REVISITED.doc)
On December 12, 2002, he suggested to members of the Madras Intercessory Network at a meeting at the Harrington Road residence of Mrs. Josephine Nathan that Zen would be helpful to them, mocked at my writing to the Bishops and Vatican, said that all my conclusions were wrong, that Reiki was a beneficial therapy and that CHARISINDIA too was guiding people wrongly about these matters. 
I pray, Cyril John, that with all of this information, you will have a fruitful meeting with Fr. Thamburaj.

Michael Prabhu
4. May 15, 2003
To, Mr. Cyril John, Chairman, National Service Team, Catholic Charismatic Renewal Services,
Fr. Rufus Pereira, Chief Editor, CHARISINDIA

Bishop Valerian D’Souza, Episcopal Advisor to the CCR

CHARISINDIA and members of the National Service Team
New Delhi

Subject: Pranic Healing and Reiki and Rev. Fr. A.J. Thamburaj, Spiritual Director of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in Chennai
I refer to the April issue of CHARISINDIA, “Notes from far and wide”.
I was please to read the report by Benjamin Gonzaga, Chairman of the Madras Service Team that at the night vigil held on February 15, 2003 at St. Teresa’s Church, “Mrs. Severin Menezes gave her testimony of how she was freed from her deep involvement in Reiki and Pranic Healing” (you have misspelled the word as “Reikhi”, and her name is “Severine”)

(TESTIMONY OF A FORMER HOLISTIC HEALTH HEALER http://ephesians-511.net/docs/TESTIMONY_OF_A_FORMER_HOLISTIC_HEALTH_HEALER.doc*)
I would like to make the following observations and give you some related information:

1. Pranic Healing and Reiki are occult New Age alternative medicines or Holistic Health therapies whose origins are in esoteric philosophies and whose founders were involved in paranormal activities that are forbidden by Scripture and the Catechism.
The practice of these systems requires one to believe in the existence of a monistic-pantheistic life force energy which is recognized by healers as an impersonal deity/god that can be manipulated in the “subtle” body’s nadis and chakras (psychic energy centres), etc.

2. On February 3, the Vatican issued a lengthy “unusually frank Church document” concerning “what the Pope sees as one of the greatest threats to Christianity in the third millennium,” quoting the Hindu newspaper of February 5.

3. Several prayer group attendees in Chennai, including those in leadership, are Reiki and Pranic Healers. Fr. Thamburaj not only practices and propagates these therapies along with Zen meditation in the Renewal, but has publicly (MIN meeting December 12, 2002) ridiculed the CHARISINDIA articles on New Age themes written by experts Vijay Martis and Erika Gibello from as early as May-June 1999, as incorrect and absurd.
4. In the April issue of CHARISINDIA, there is a news item submitted by Fr. Thamburaj concerning a forthcoming meeting (July 3, 4, Trichy) “to constitute a state-level Service Team for the CCR”. CHARISINDIA also lists him as one of the main speakers at the coming XII National Convention in Vijayawada in October.
5. Either Fr. Thamburaj’s position on the New Age medicines is correct and he should be encouraged to extend his influence in the Renewal, or he is grossly wrong and should be stopped. 

I completely fail to understand how CHARISINDIA writes about one person’s deliverance from Reiki and Pranic Healing and, in the same breath, exalts a priest who practises and propagates the same therapies.
6. I have been meeting Chennai CCR leaders for over 4 years regarding this issue and have been submitting my well-researched articles and reports to hundreds of others locally as well all over the country.

I have had personal meetings with Benjamin Gonzaga and written several lretters to him.

My relentless crusade against New Age errors in the Renewal has octracised and marginalised me amost as if it is I who am working against the interests of the Church, while Fr. Thamburaj goes unchallenged

I came to learn that, after Mrs. Severine Menezes gave her testimony of deliverance, Benjamin Gonzaga told her that he was not in the know that she was going to testify and that she should have first met with him and informed him.

From that, I can presume that Gonzaga would have intervened and blocked Severine’s testimony to protect the interests of Fr. Thamburaj.

Michael Prabhu
*How Severine Menezes came to testify at a CCR night vigil:
The May 2003 issue of Divine Voice magazine of the Divine Retreat Centre, Muringoor, Kerala, carried a testimony, “You Can Serve Only One Master”, by Mrs. Severine Menezes, Chennai. 

I believe that this ministry was responsible for this testimony of deliverance because the priest (he is Fr. Bosco Rayan, a theologian and dean of a major seminary) referred to by her in her account was close to a young man of her parish who was in the Madras Intercessory Network of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal and the Jesus Youth Joynet yahoogroup; the youth had studied my early [1999/2000] exposés of the Holistic Health Centres, the Catholic Health Association of India [CHAI], and my articles on New Age Alternative Medicines. 

I had also presented several sets of my papers to preachers and Praise and Worship leaders at the Divine Retreat Centre. 

I met Severine for the first time only after I read her testimony and made enquiries about her with the young man.

Severine’s testimony was written for her by a young lady doctor at the Retreat Centre after she publicly shared it at the end of a seven-day live-in retreat that she attended.
The following 2 email letters were sent by me to Cyril John after he insisted that I do not take leaders’ names. See page 14. It is evident from the contents of the second letter that not naming the guilty makes a report meaningless. I am presently unable to provide the dates of these two emails from my records. 
Dear brother Cyril John

1. I sent you the folowing email almost 2 weeks ago.

As I have been having problems with my pc & the internet, one after another, I am not certain if it has reached you, or even been sent, so please excuse me for sending it again.

2. I was very happy to receive the latest Charisindia with Errol Fernandes' writeup on the Church's position on the New Age.

And with Bro. Benji's report of Fr.Thamburaj's active involvement in the recent leaders' meet at Trichy.

3. I have already sent you my report on DHARMA BHARATHI dated 1.8.2002. 
Swami Sachidananda wrote to me protesting my contention in that report that DB is busy propagating syncretism & New Age through their programmes in Catholic educational institutions.It was addressed to the Education & Culture Commission of the CBCI. 

I am completing a detailed reply with the LATEST analysis, in view of recent Church pronouncements, on the danger posed by DB to the Catholic Church in India.I request you to please read the report carefully and see what you and the Renewal can do about DB.

This report too is addressed to the same CBCI COMMISSION as the earlier one. And I expect that it too will be greeted with the usual silence from all Catholic quarters including the Renewal leadership as if it is no one's concern what is happening in and to our Church

The breakaway Indore DB faction and the new Lucknow unit are more active in your Delhi region.

Yours in Jesus'Name and service.

Michael

 
In this second email, for the record, “A” is Anthony Samuel and “B” is Benjamin Gonzaga, Chairman of the Madras Service Team:
Dear brother Cyril,

I put before you a particular situation that concerns two persons whom we shall call A and B.

 

A is a very charismatic preacher. He gives retreats to Renewal groups, to parishes, and to nuns and priests.

(i) For his personal use as well as preaching, he uses a Protestant version of the Bible. (In my presence he placed a bulk order for the same, for distribution to persons associated with his ministry.)

He (obviously) does not refer to the Deuterocanonical books or accept them as Canonical.

 

(ii) His wife and he, according to his private confession and public statements, have decided not to have babies, but will adopt them.

 

(iii) He subscribes to the 'Sola Scriptura' position. His talks have never contained references to Vatican/conciliar teachings or the Catechism.

 

(iv) He does not pray the rosary or any other Catholic devotion. He is known to have removed rosaries and scapulars from the possession of several persons, and attempted the same with others.

 

(v) He has spoken disparagingly, in some retreats, of Catholics who parrot prayers, specially referring to the Hail Mary. The expressions mimicked by him, of Catholics saying the Hail Mary, invariably generate laughter.

 

(vi) It is believed that it may be quite some time since he made his last confession. And it is quite certain that he has not been regular at Sunday Mass. He has privately commented about practices and obligations that are Church-instituted.

 

(vii) On weekdays he has conducted regular intercessory prayer at the time of day when all parishes are celebrating the Mass. I have good reason to believe that the intercessors could not make it for Mass at any other time.

 

(viii) His example has influenced many people. Those closely associated with him have been known to skip Sunday Mass regularly. (After my exposé, he openly came out with his “church”, Adonai’s Bride, see below)
 

(ix) Even in Catholic circles he is most often addressed by a title (“pastor”) conventionally used by non-Catholics for their church leaders.

 

While several of the above issues, when isolated from the others, in themselves may present no cause for concern and/or may be explained away, the composite picture (I have withheld other issues) is serious. I don't think that it is necessary for me to elaborate on the implications of the individual issues.

ANTHONY SAMUEL-ADONAI'S BRIDE-CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC PREACHER TURNS PENTECOSTAL 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/ANTHONY_SAMUEL-ADONAIS_BRIDE-CATHOLIC_CHARISMATIC_PREACHER_TURNS_PENTECOSTAL.doc 
Pastor Anthony Samuel stays, till date, at the residences of two Chairmen of the Service Team, Anthony Sagayaraj and Simon Rodrgues when he visits Bangalore from his native Secunderabad.
 

B is a leader of many years' standing at the national level of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR).

B had invited A to preach and teach prayer groups under his authority. It is possible that B was unaware of A's beliefs, statements and practices. He no more is. I have met him several months ago and discussed the above with him.
 

B's immediate reaction: He had to know from me the identity of A as well as the identities of those whom A had influenced (or tried to), and the names of any who could vouch for my “impossible” claims.

B's action: He continued to invite A to conduct programmes for the prayer groups under his authority.

 

I have some observations and comments to make, and questions to ask.

 

(a) B has been a critic of my ministry for no other reason than that I have named persons in the CCR who are his personal friends.

Would you now agree that B is consistent when it comes to (protecting) his friends, or does he maintain double standards in his principles? To rephrase, earlier B gave me to understand that my ministry might have been accepted if I had simply taken up the issues and avoided exposing the identities of those who were propagating error. Now he demanded that I identify A & the others before he would even begin to take me seriously.

 

This goes to prove the point of what I have been explaining all along to others, and to you: 
It doesn't really matter what I say and do, or how I say and do it, my way or the ways suggested to me. The reaction from the leadership is the same. It ranges from silence to compromise, from pretending that there is no problem to further elevating the erring person. Instead of heeding the warning and taking precautions, the farmer invites the fox once again among his chickens.

 

(b) You have suggested to me in an earlier letter that I first talk to the concerned person(s) in authority before I do anything else.

I have followed that procedure in this case months before the receipt of your letter of advice. It has not worked. It has never. And, as things stand, never will.

That raises the important question: What do I do next?

 

1. I have written reminders to B that, as usual, have evoked no acknowledgement. (No names were used in the letters.)

    Do I write to him again? And again...?

2. I have now written to the next higher authority, which is your good self.

    I wonder what you can do with the information that I have given you when you cannot identify A, B, or the affected persons?

3. I have had to talk to certain selected persons known to both A and B.

    There are the others whom I can caution only in writing.Will a letter of this sort be of any use to them? 

    Or would I have to name the persons whose identities are now concealed?

4. Do you think that it would be a better idea for me to write (since I cannot approach all of them in person) letters on this model to the national leaders of the CCR, or to approach the concerned Bishops (of both A's and B's dioceses and of the several cities where A is regularly invited to preach) and trust that they will do the needful?

 

What would they do with a letter that says nothing?

And if I mention names will it amount to the 'slander' and 'calumny' that some CCR leaders have accused me of?

Or would it be best for all, including me, to forget what I know and get on with the great mission of charismatic renewal?

 

(c) Certain persons who have come out of A's ministry (not for any reason related to the issues in question) after varying periods of association with it, have been in contact with me all the time.

Strangely (or is it more correct to use the words 'as expected'), they have found it fit to choose to be silent. Is it possible that they did not notice what I observed when I stayed in the house of A? I must arrive at that conclusion because they have not either confronted A or mentioned anything to any authority in the Church or in the Renewal.

But it is not true that they are innocent of any knowledge of the goings-on noted by me.

When I confronted them with my observations, they were non-committal.They would not venture to confirm anything.

More importantly, they did not deny anything.

They, after all, are in the same business, and cannot afford to lose contacts, supporters, friends and invitations by making an issue out of a few “aberrations” indulged in by a popular retreat preacher.

Of course, as usual it was I who was obliged to take up the matter and pay the price for the sake of truth and the Church. The less said about the dichotomy between A's preaching and his hostile attitude to me now, the better.

 

(d) My discoveries about A were corroborated, and NOT ON MY INITIATIVE, by very reliable laypersons, nuns and priests in three different cities. And the chairperson of the Hyderabad Service Team, Tamara Martin. They include one member of the National Service Team. This makes it even more surprising (or does it, really?) how A continues to preach in charismatic circles and in the Church at large.

 

(e) Even the little initiative that I have taken to expose the truth about this 'Catholic' ministry has borne fruit.
Some Catholics who have a burden for the Church informed me that they confronted A with the facts and obtained from him an assurance that he will in future avoid the scandal he has created by not attending Sunday Mass.

He will also now be very careful in his public statements.

However the quality of that assurance can be gauged from the sudden cooling in his 'friendship' with me.

And I am of the opinion that there is no real meaning to all this unless the Renewal leaders personally discuss the various issues with A and understand his inner convictions on matters concerning the Catholic faith,to know whether the changes he has agreed to are not simply cosmetic,but genuine.

 

(f) At the personal level A is a fine person and a good friend. It is with great pain and reluctance that I made my choice as a Catholic to do what I have done. And I am certain that you, as Chairman of the NCCRS will be also be greatly concerned about A after reading this letter. But I am equally confident that by this time, you (and anyone else reading this letter) must have almost or completely forgotten the other participant in this drama, the leader B.

I believe that we should be at least as much, if not more, concerned about B (and leaders like B) as we may be about A (and sheep stealers like A). Let me explain.

 
During my early association with A, he had been critical (rightfully; I fully agreed with him then and still agree with him now) of B and leaders in the renewal who are very much like B, and of the condition in general of the charismatic renewal because of such leaders, and of certain regional service teams (see my earlier letters to you).

 

When he assured me that in accepting those invitations he would ensure that he would preach an uncompromising and challenging Gospel (which we agreed that the prayer groups do not get much of), I went along with him on that too. (Of course, at that time I had absolutely no indication of his position on the issues that I have noted at the outset of this letter. He has (had?) been a dedicated supporter of my ministry, morally and financially, and had contacted me for a set of my hard copy reports even BEFORE I had the opportunity to speak to him about them).

In retrospect I can see A's position on the mentioned issues and to the Sacraments as a sort of misguided reaction to the ministries of leaders like B. And I now figure out that A’s support for me and my ministry against the New Age etc. was not strictly objective. I can see now that he was interested not so much in what I had to say about the New Age as about the Catholic organizations, priests and renewal leaders who are propagating these errors. This served to reinforce his conclusions about the Church and the credibilty of her priests and teachings. (It goes without saying that this is not the objective of my ministry.)

 

(g) You and many other leaders in the CCR have been receiving letters similar to mine from a person whom we shall call C.

Unlike me, C has been extremely careful to avoid mentioning the names of errant charismatic leaders and Church authorities in his writings, even when quoting other Catholic sources.

He has been writing prudently, and patiently, for more than a decade, to the offending persons and to the authorities above them in the Church and in the CCR (all of which you & other well-meaning persons suggested that I do).

 

His reward has been, among other things, slander and the vilification of his ministry, and enquiries (and demands for enquiry) not into the malpractices of the original accused but into C's own ministry with a view to discrediting it. Despite the common knowledge that he and his group have pioneered Catholic action in many areas and the clear evidence that he champions Catholic orthodoxy, it has been made out that he and his ministry are the opposite of that.

Permit me here to include my humble ministry which again only faithfully reproduces the Church's (which I believe is also the Renewal's) teachings but is yet criticized and condemned by some of the leaders in the CCR (and not, so far at least, praise God, by the Church either locally or nationally.)

 

However, B (and some others like him) have no problem with leaders and priests who turn a blind eye to or teach what the Church categorizes as New Age etc. And they have no problem with using preachers like A who are more Protestant than they are Catholic. But they have a major problem with Catholics like C (and me!) whereas we are exactly the commodity that the Church and the Charismatic Renewal need more of.

 

(h) There have been other dedicated and gifted preachers like A who were not confronted, loved, admonished, guided, dialogued with and corrected by the right persons at the right time.

They were instead pampered and elevated as preachers to the leaders themselves and to priests and bishops (as is happening with A) until one fine day they 'left the Church'. And the bishops are given one more opportunity to say "we told you so" about the CCR and about laity being encouraged in ministry. (This is the reason that I have not [yet] written to the bishops and the CBCI about this particular case.)

 

I was informed that one of the Chennai prayer groups recently held a discussion on why Catholics are leaving the Church.There are of course reasons aplenty. But we prefer to highlight those where we are not responsible or accountable, and lay the blame at others' doorsteps.The reasons are closer home, for those of us in leadership in the Renewal, than we would like to believe. If the Renewal has been seen as a conduit for Catholics leaving the Church, there is need for us to look at ourselves. Are we renewed?
B's prayer group, the largest in Chennai, is a stone's throw from the Assemblies of God Church, probably the biggest and fastest growing in the city. And it continues to attract disaffected Catholics, many former Charismatics.
 

You see, brother Cyril John, we all come off badly in this. I say 'we', including people like C and me, because even though rejected, we continue to belong.

But in my case (and in the case of persons like me), it's a scenario of "we're damned if we do, and we're damned if we don't'.

As C wrote:

"Our published stand on eastern spirituality and New Age has upset many priests and nuns. At the same time, the stand taken in terms of Catholic apologetics... has made me some enemies in the CCR. So we are getting it from both sides, while the hierarchy plays the spectator."

 

I rest my case.

You wrote me that you cannot reply if I write letters identifying people and circulating them.

I now haven't. I expect to receive your kind reply.

Michael Prabhu
Cyril John‘s response:
Dear Michael,
Warm Greetings from Varanasi!
Thanks for your e-mail which I checked from the hotel where I am staying in Varanasi.
Kindly keep me in your prayers,
Yours in Christ,
Cyril John
I never heard from him again on that letter. An example of an ignored letter from me follows:

To: nco@vsnl.net, gilbertfaria@gmail.com, shajikp2000@gmail.com, cyriljohn@vsnl.net 
Subject: FROM MICHAEL PRABHU: LATEST FILES FROM THIS MINISTRY Date: Thu, 31 Mar 2016 13:48:54 +0530
Angela and I belatedly wish you and your family a Blessed Easter! 
I am attaching a file which includes a covering letter that is self-explanatory. Please go through the contents carefully. 
God bless you, Michael
[…]
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[…]
A CONFIDENTIAL LETTER FROM ME TO A PRIEST, NOW MADE PUBLIC, REGARDING MY MAY 18, 2005, MEETING WITH CONSTANTINE FERNANDEZ CONCERNING PUBLISHING MY ARTICLES IN CHARISINDIA
From: prabhu To: Name Withheld Sent: Tuesday, June 07, 2005 11:41 PM Subject: METAMORPHOSE 

Dear Father [charismatic priest Fr. Joseph Aymanathil SDB not in the mainstream CCR, a close friend],
IMPORTANT and CONFIDENTIAL
Father, I may reproduce much of the following in an update to follow, for general circulation, after concealing certain identities. I feel that this must be made publicly known to all my well-wishers.     
I had informed you earlier that in March 2004, after I had helped give a seminar on the ‘New Age’ in Mumbai organized by the Bandra Service Team [BST], Bro. Cyril John, the Chairman of the National Service Team [NST], had made two public assurances in the presence of several leaders of the Renewal including Mrs. Luz Maria Engineer, the Bombay Service Team chairperson. 

They were that CHARISINDIA would soon devote an entire issue to New Age, and that seminars on the New Age would be organized by the NST for leaders in the Renewal all over the country. 

He, Luz Maria, the Bombay chairperson, Anthony and Christina Lobo and others felicitated [the now late] Errol Fernandes and me for our pioneering work and relentless crusade. Bro. Cyril John admitted that the Renewal instead of supporting us had stood watching from the sidelines for years while we took the brickbats and rejection and they gave us every assurance that things would be different for us in the future.

Errol passed away from leukemia on June 25th. Less than 10 days later there was a ‘follow-up’ seminar, organized by the same service team. Even though they had corresponded with me about the preliminary plans, eventually I was not asked to speak or even invited to attend.

My dear friend Erika Gibello who was then in London and always is in close contact with me was invited to be the speaker. Since the organizers had given me every encouragement both privately and in public, and both before and after the BST seminar of March, you could well imagine how discouraged I became for a short period of time.
I learnt much from that episode. Mainly, not to put my trust in anyone but the Lord, and that helped me through the following events.

When my article on CONYBIO was released around that time, I received an email from Prof. Constantine Fernandez [the Asst. Editor of CHARISINDIA] asking me if they could publish it. I was delighted and said that they could. Over the next 9 months there was lengthy correspondence with him, during which he asked for all my other articles twice over since once everything was lost when his computer crashed. I even received a specific request for my 4-page summary of the Vatican Provisional Report on the New Age Movement [which was carried in The Examiner as far back as May 2003]. At no time did I ever request anyone in CHARISINDIA or on the NST to have my work published.

During this period of time, I continued to receive letters of encouragement from Fernandez, as well as from almost all of the past as well as present NST barring just two or maybe three national-level leaders whom I have never had the opportunity to meet. A few on the NST who have never communicated in writing with me have however reassured me in person of their approval of my work and have blessed this ministry. During the same period of time and until my writing, I have had the privilege of meeting with more leaders of regional service teams, even their chairpersons and spiritual directors, and leaders of the NCCYC and NIN, all of whom have assured me of their prayers and moral support. An increasing number of these leaders respond to my letters and write-ups and let me know how they have found my work useful in their ministries.
Just before the June 2004 Bombay seminar on New Age from which I was excluded I had written my 4-page “Letter to the Vatican”, a hard-hitting expose of the “New Age in the Catholic Church in India”. This summary was sent to around 15 Vatican addresses as well as to all Indian Bishops [around 160 of them!] by email as well as by post. June and July 2004 were months of desolation for me. Errol was no longer there for me to talk to, on what had become a daily basis. A few devoted friends including priests kept writing in but it did not help much. Encouraging responses to the Letter to the Vatican began to trickle in from laypersons, a couple of Bishops, a few priests. Then came the deluge: The Bishops began to write in, dozens of them, including two of our three Cardinals [the third wrote much later]. And so did some international leaders like Allan Panozza [Director, ICCRS] and Ralph Martin [one of the founding Fathers of the Renewal]. There was not one letter of disapproval or criticism barring two or three that suggested an approach of caution and love.

I took that as a sign from the Lord, not to believe in the assurances of men but to carry on the good fight, and that if one open door is shut, several other doors will be opened. And, so they have.
STREAMS OF LIVING WATER, your Kolkata CCR monthly, began to serialise my articles from end of 2004.

KAIROS 2004 carried a full page advertsement for my ministry in their Souvenir for the CCR Youth Convention in Chennai, and so did STREAMS. They elicited responses from Catholics [including priests] from all over India, and also from an important Protestant organization...

SHALOM TIDINGS which first published a write-up of mine [PRANIC HEALING] in July 2000 carried my article on MARTIAL ARTS in their May/June 2005 issue to be concluded in the following one.

Fr. Rufus Pereira and a few other leading preachers have regularly referred to me by name at seminars where I was present [and even where I was not], and directed people to contact this ministry for information.

Leaders and members of other organizations and ministries like the Jesus Youth are in regular correspondence with this ministry.

I have received numerous invitations from individuals across the country to visit their cities, stay with them at their homes, meet their prayer groups, and move around to reach the ministry to more Catholics.

To come back to the NST and CHARISINDIA, I recently had the opportunity to meet Prof. Constantine. 

He had called for, at the May 2005 Bangalore National Conference for Leaders of Prayer Groups and Ministries, articles to be contributed for publishing in CHARISINDIA, and also solicited advertisements at Rs 10,000 per page, to meet the printing and circulation costs of the monthly.

The meeting with him on May 18, 2005, after the Conference went something like this: 

Michael Prabhu: What are the developments on the proposed CHARISINDIA New Age issue and New Age seminar?

Prof. Constantine: The CHARISINDIA New Age issue will be out shortly. A seminar too is being planned.

MP: So, my articles will finally be published?

PC: No, we will be publishing articles by eminent writers from outside India.

MP: But you asked me for contributions of articles…

PC: STREAMS is already publishing your articles on New Age and if we do so, then Fr. C. J. Sebastian may not like it. There is a rift between us and him. [Exact words used escape my memory].

MP: CHARISINDIA has a much wider and different reach and circulation and it will benefit the readers. It would still be useful to the Renewal to publicise my research and findings. Anyway I can ask STREAMS to discontinue serialising my articles so that only you can reproduce them. They will surely oblige.

PC: No. There are certain difficulties involved in publishing your articles... The way you write....

MP: But there was no criticism or complaint up to now... Both STREAMS and the KAIROS Souvenir carried my ad...
PC: Ah, but CHARISINDIA is not STREAMS or KAIROS. We have a different standard... We are very careful about what we publish in CHARISINDIA [Not exact words, but close to that. He spoke of STREAMS disdainfully.]

MP: Since you called for advertisements could you instead/at least carry an ad for my ministry as STREAMS/KAIROS did?
PC: But that would cost Rs 10,000. It is a lot of money...

MP: I would find sponsors. It is important for the readers of CHARISINDIA...

PC: Michael, you are now trying to blackmail us. 

MP: Not so. I am just wondering how to get some outreach through an important publication like CHARISINDIA. I am now a life-member of CHARISINDIA, subscriber since around 25 years, have every issue preserved till date, founder-member of the first service team of Delhi [1983] and have never been able to see my contribution to the Church and the Renewal mentioned in CHARISINDIA till date. Isn't it strange...?

PC: But we did mention your Bandra seminar on the New Age... [NOT TRUE. I did not see it, even though I was closely looking for it in every issue for several months.]

MP: I did not see a report on that seminar. Anyway, why does CHARISINDIA still need to ask for article contributions from outside India? There are surely Indians who are capable of writing authoritatively on New Age... [Actually, there aren’t] You could use them... My work is a pioneering one...

PC: Michael, sometimes the way you write can be ... how shall I say ... "irritating".

MP: True, but the Truth can often be irritating. Don't you expect me to write the Truth which no one else does?

PC: It is true, the Truth needs to be spoken, and you are doing it. We have really admired the depth of your research, and the content of your articles, but ... there is an image about you that needs changing...

MP: There are good reasons that I write the way that I write, and for that image. When I first encountered New Age, it was being practised by members and leaders of the Charismatic Renewal. I approached the concerned authorities at the local, regional and national levels but I was either ridiculed or dismissed or was treated patronisingly. I met the local Bishop unsuccessfully. Finally I took recourse to writing and publishing the way that I do. You surely don't blame me for that? Catholics have a right to know... Even now a public platform is denied to me...

PC: But maybe you could change your way of writing.

MP: Under the present circumstances it is not possible. Maybe if the Renewal/CHARISINDIA first provides me a platform...?

PC: Don't you think both should go together? [Meaning, you change your style of writing first]. People have noticed a lot of change in you. Unlike earlier they now see you always smiling...

MP: In a ministry like mine, would you or anyone else have been smiling under the earlier circumstances I faced? I had maybe 2% acceptance and 98% rejection from Renewal leaders. I am very much human. Today the acceptance level is greater and it is natural for me to smile... So, what about the seminar?

PC: Yes, we are planning a major one. It will be for Bishops and selected priests and renewal leaders only........

[I got the message that I may not even rate an invitation to participate at the listening end].

Love, Michael
Cyril John, Constantine Fernandez, and Francis D’Souza had me fooled all along. They have lied to me, they have lied to others in their emails, and they have lied in public statements.
These are the men “leading” the charismatic renewal since the last 25 years.

Except for a couple of articles by Vijay Martis of Mumbai (who I hear had soon after left the Catholic Church) and Errol Fernandes reprinted in CHARISINDIA years ago, NOTHING!
Not for 18 years since I first started writing about the prevalence of New Age among prayer group members and leaders in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal has anything of any sort been done by any authority in the Renewal to curb or expose New Age.
FR. A. J. THAMBURAJ SJ, TWICE FORMER NATIONAL CHAIRMAN OF THE CCR NOT ONLY PRACTISES ZEN, REIKI AND PRANIC HEALING, BUT ALSO THE PSYCHIC “GIFT” OF DIVINATION BY DOWSING

The National Service Team [NST] of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal [CCR] held a Seminar on the gifts and charisms of the Holy Spirit at Dhyana Ashram, January 24-26, 2005, here in Chennai. I attended the entire programme. One speaker was Rev. Fr. A. J. Thamburaj S.J., twice former National Chairman of the CCR.

On the 24th of January, at 5:45 pm., Fr. Thamburaj gave us a workshop on how to learn the practice and exercising of the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

For the best results, our gifts must be constantly and diligently exercised, he said. 

Next, he took this occult practice of pendulum dowsing as a practical example of developing the gifts.

He proudly announced that he possesses the 'gift' of water divination! 

While admitting to having exercised the 'gift' with a divining rod, he explained that if he were to now devote his time and continue to 'use' it, he would not have time for his charismatic ministry. 

It is obvious that Fr. Thamburaj would not be aware that he has this 'gift' if he had not previously 'used' it with ‘positive’ results. 

As a second example, Fr. Thamburaj also spoke with enthusiasm about a seminarian friend of his who used a bunch of keys which started 'turning very quickly' when he was divining for stuff, and who “now uses this gift to mint money”. All this was said, most regrettably, while introducing us to the development and use of the gifts of the Holy Spirit!!

There were about 40 persons attending this Seminar on the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

The other speakers and those present at the Seminar included Fr. Rufus Pereira, and other national-level CCR leaders including Benjamin Gonzaga, then Chairman of the Madras Service Team [MST], Thomas Manuel, former Chairman of the MST, a national-level leader of the CCR youth, and prayer group leaders.

During the next intermission, I tried to bring the problem to the attention of some of the organizers and leaders but was not reassured by any of them that any corrective measures would be taken. 

A few of them listened to me sadly, heads down, silent, with no comment.

Mr. Gonzaga informed me that he himself is an engineer, and learnt dowsing during his college studies, and that he did not think that it was wrong. After saying that he tried to hurry away saying that he was busy, and had things to organize. When I tried to press the issue, he turned hostile, and walked away.

Despite my objections, which were conveyed to all those who mattered, a retraction was not made by either Fr. Thamburaj or by the organizers during the remaining two days of the seminar. 

I then wrote to selected leaders of the CCR at the national level, including some of those who were present, explaining that Fr. Thamburaj once again [mis-]used his position of leadership and authority in the CCR to promote the New Age practice of dowsing, and that I intended to bring out an article on such forms of divination and mention this incident in it.  I RECEIVED NO RESPONSE FROM ANY OF THE CCR LEADERS.

In the preceding talk that Fr. Rufus Pereira gave on Inner Healing, he had mentioned that 80 to 90 % of Catholics have at one time or another indulged in some form of occult healing. He noted that it constitutes "the most common and most damaging obstacle [to healing] in a Christian's life".

I would safely add from my personal experience that roughly 25 % of charismatics, maybe much more, including leaders in the renewal, have used occult alternative medicines and dubious meditation techniques either pre-renewal or even while continuing to be in prayer groups. 

However many leaders have steadfastly continued to reject the possibility that anyone in their groups have ever been involved in such things and do not even permit these issues to be discussed or lectured on.

If Fr. Rufus’ statement is to be taken seriously, how are priests like Fr. Thamburaj permitted to continue to hold high positions, preach and minister in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal.
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Another letter from me to Cyril John that turned up when I was updating this file:
From: Michael Prabhu To: cyriljohn@vsnl.net Sent: Sunday, October 12, 2003 2:51 AM Subject: THANK YOU

My dear Brother Cyril

It want to express my thanks for your kind permission to distribute copies of my printed material at the XII National Convention, Vijayawada, October 2-5, 2003. I do not believe that any national leader, past or present with probably two exceptions, could or would have taken such a quick and firm decision as you did.

More so when you did not even check out the contents of the pamphlet that I showed you. God bless you. You simply said that if it is Michael Prabhu’s ministry material, one did not have to check it out.
I randomly distributed more than 400 sheets of that paper which is a profile of my ministry. Another 5000 xeroxed papers were handed over to specific persons in ministry, including several priests.Those were mostly my older writings, in sets.

But before I left Chennai for the Convention, even though I had ALREADY xeroxed a couple of thousand copies of my correspondence with the MST Chairman and others concerning Fr. A J.Thamburaj, I sensed the Lord telling me NOT to carry them to Vijayawada and I left them all behind. I also did not discuss the issue of Fr. Thamburaj except with one regional service team leader who insisted on it.

Thank you for your confidence in me.

I was deeply touched by the expressions of appreciation and support which I received from every single national and regional leader whom I met. In particular, Prof. Constantine Fernandez accompanied me to the St. Pauls bookstore next to the Convention shamiana and ordered the priest in charge to remove all the offending books (Reincarnation, Vaastu Shastra, Yoga, Enneagrams, New Ager Deepak Chopra etc.) which I pointed out. I had earlier pleaded, unsuccesfully, with the same priest to have them removed. He had refused to even talk to me or read the papers that I presented him.
I wish to point out two areas in particular (though there are others) that need to be addressed at the next Convention:

1. There seemed to be no visible special arrangements, directions and instructions for the handicapped, disabled and feeble, at least when they were arriving at the venue.

2. The St. Pauls bookstall did business throughout the talks, healing services and Masses. So did one more private stall selling religious items. Its owner said he had paid Rs. 4000 to the organizers as rental, which he was obliged to recover from sales.

In one stall run by the congregation of SVD priests, discussions continued non-stop right through one Mass until I intervened at the Offertory. (I happened to be sitting in the NCCYC stall just behind them, because of the rainy weather).

Most of the other stalls did partial business at least, at all times. Just one or two stalls avoided business totally during Holy Mass though there were signs of distraction because of enquiries with persons in those stalls determined not to disappoint their customers.

The commercial activity reminded me of the Temple scene in the New Testament and I understood what Jesus must have felt when he saw His Father’s house turned into a commercial complex. Unfortunately there seemed to be no one, at least among those whom I approached, who were able or willing to take action to correct the situation. 

[…]
Yours sincerely

Michael
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http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-07.doc
CHARISINDIA ERRORS-08 - ERRORS ABOUT FR. THAMBURAJ AS CHAIRMAN
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-08.doc
CHARISINDIA ERRORS-09 - AMBIGUOUS PROPHECIES?

http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-09.doc
CHARISINDIA ERRORS-10 - USE OF KUTHU VILAKKU AT NATIONAL CONVENTION
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-10.doc
CHARISINDIA ERRORS-11 - RAMPANT USE OF KUTHU VILAKKU 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-11.doc 

CHARISINDIA ERRORS-12 - PROPHETIC INTERCESSION AND JERICHO MARCH 
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-12.doc
CHARISINDIA ERRORS-13 - CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL AND FR. ANIL DEV IMS’ YOGA MATRIDHAM ASHRAM, VARANASI
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-13.doc
CHARISINDIA ERRORS-14 - ANTHONY LOBO ON THE STATE OF THE CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUPS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-14.doc
CHARISINDIA ERRORS-15 - HOW CENTRALISED REGISTRATION AT THE NATIONAL CHARISMATIC OFFICE ENSURES RESTRICTION ON WHO ATTENDS THEIR PROGRAMMES
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CHARISINDIA_ERRORS-15.doc 
CCR MADRAS SILVER JUBILEE CONVENTION-MY FLYER ON NEW AGE CHARISMATIC LEADERS
http://ephesians-511.net/docs/CCR_MADRAS_SILVER_JUBILEE_CONVENTION-MY_FLYER_ON_NEW_AGE_CHARISMATIC_LEADERS.doc 
