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America essay encourages Catholics to embrace Communism
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/america-essay-encourages-catholics-to-embrace-communism
By Bruce Walker, July 24, 2019
In an essay appearing in the most recent issue of the Jesuit magazine America, where homoheretic James Martin, S.J., is listed on the masthead as editor at large, Catholic readers are encouraged to take a more positive look at communism.
Thanks, I'll take a pass on communism, even after reading all 3,000 words of Dean Dettloff's "The Catholic Case for Communism" as well as another 800 words from editor Matt Malone, S.J., that attempts to justify the appearance of the essay in a nominally Catholic publication.  

What's more, Malone tries to circumvent anticipated blowback on the article by bringing up Sen. Joseph McCarthy — the man from whom the pejorative "McCarthyite" derived. Yes, America's editorial staff famously turned on McCarthy and his tactics during the Red Scare of the 1950s, but over the years it's been proven that McCarthy was correct more often than he wasn't.

It seems Malone has somewhat of a glass jaw when it comes to simultaneously welcoming dialogue and shutting up debate:

While you who are reading this will know what we are up to, many among the Twitterati can be counted on to be uninformed, unreasonable and uncharitable. I can see the tweets now: "This Dettloff piece! So typical of that left-wing America magazine!" "America shows its radical tendencies again!"

Well, that's just claptrap. I once said that being an America reader requires you to engage with opinions that are different from your own. It occasionally requires something else, especially when browsing social media: the ability to spot what this family-friendly magazine will call male bovine fecal matter.

Ah, the agent provocateur doth protest too much, it seems. For many reasons enumerated below, Church Militant can easily dismantle Dettloff's communist apologetics using longstanding Catholic doctrine as well as historical and economic facts without resorting to Malone's glass-jaw projection of logical fallacies and "male bovine fecal matter" — seriously.

All this is but prelude to what is hoped a definitive takedown of communism in general and Dettloff's assertions specifically. For the benefit of Dettloff and Malone, a perfunctory reading list is highlighted throughout what follows. It'd be a shame to miss a fantastic opportunity to display just how "informed" we Church Militants are.
The intentional deployment of "prelude" above is meant to draw attention to William Wordsworth's poetic recounting of his disillusion with the French Revolution, the notorious 18th-century statist enterprise equally eviscerated by conservative Irish statesman and philosopher Edmund Burke in his Reflections on the Revolution in France.

The tearing down of old structures, faulty as they might have been, and replacement with the egalitarian notion of the social contract promulgated by Jean-Jacques Rousseau, resulted in what has become known as the "Terrors" — and for good reason as detailed in Charles Dickens' A Tale of Two Cities.

The horrors of the French Revolution might've been averted if two 18th-century works by Scottish Enlightenment economist and moralist Adam Smith — The Wealth of Nations and Theory of Moral Sentiments — had been more widely known and practiced.

Willful ignorance of Smith's groundbreaking works and misunderstanding of the tremendous accomplishments of a young republic embracing the concepts of natural law and belief in God culminated in the collaborations between Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels.

Fast forward to 1875, when Marx belched forth the ludicrous maxim: "From each according to ability, to each according to need."

Dettloff stumbles into the threadbare trap of trying to equate the phrase with Acts of the Apostles 4:15: "And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need"; and 4:29: "Then the disciples, every man according to his ability, determined to send relief unto the brethren which dwelt in Judaea."

Hoo boy; left out of Dettloff's banal analysis is one simple fact: Luke didn't depict Jesus compelling His Apostles by government force to commit acts of charity and redistribution of wealth in a pre-industrial society. Voluntary philanthropy is one thing and charity emanating from religious belief as well, but robbing Peter to pay Paul under threat of government violence in the pursuit of some utopian, egalitarian enterprise is anathema.
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In response to the growing popularity of Marx and Engels, Pope Leo XIII released his landmark 1891 encyclical Rerum Novarum, which codified Catholic social doctrine for the post-industrial revolution.
Forty years later, Pope Pius XI issued Quadragesimo Anno, which further illuminated Catholic social and economic teaching after the 1917 Russian Revolution successfully established the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the rising Red Tide throughout Europe and Asia that culminated in the Spanish Civil War, which itself was a precursor for World War II.

In the meantime, a troupe of brilliant writers documented the perils of the 20th century's experiments in collectivism: Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, George Orwell, Arthur Koestler, Aldous Huxley, Robert Conquest, Anne Applebaum, Whittaker Chambers, Czeslaw Milosz, Zbigniew Herbert, Stanislaw Lem and many, many more — but, for my money, it's always a good bet to begin with Solzhenitsyn — and, of course, Pope John Paul II's 1981 encyclical Laborem Exercens.

For free market and pro-capitalist literature, the list should appear familiar to most: Friedrich Hayek, Ludwig von Mises, Murray Rothbard, Thomas Sowell and Milton Friedman. My friend, the Argentinian economic historian and philosopher Alejandro Chafuen has written many enlightening pieces on economists from various countries and continents through the ages for Forbes.

Someday, it's hoped Michael Voris and his Church Militant posse collects their many essays on the inherent threats socialism poses for true Catholic believers. My friends throughout the free market think tank world, including economists and policy analysts at the Foundation for Economic Education and the Acton Institute for the Study of Religion and Liberty, have written enough to refill the Library at Alexandria on the topic.
Not to mention a personal favorite written upon the encroachment of liberation theology in the South American Catholic Church in the 1970s, Robert Novak's Will It Liberate? The question of the title, as it turns out, was rhetorical as Marxist-derived political and economic systems resoundingly fail to deliver on their promises of liberty and equality — not sometimes, but always.

Truth is invariably the first victim of socialism, as in the truth about the real motives for massive redistribution of wealth. Truth as well in terms of religious truth; the aim is to inherently replace the Church with a new secular worship of the state. This inevitably results in freedom itself becoming the second victim.

So much for Malone's preemptive strike that any pushback to Dettloff's essay is inherently misinformed or a "knee-jerk" reaction.

Instead of a veritable Marvel's Avengers of great thinkers to support his thesis, Dettloff gives his readers Dorothy Day, who in his essay is indistinguishable from Joan Collin's portrayal of Edith Keeler in the old Star Trek episode "City on the Edge of Forever." Day, writes Dettloff, was sympathetic to the communists of her era in the 1930s up to the point they revealed a desire to jettison the Catholic faith.

Dettloff seemingly detects a recent window of opportunity for communist infiltration of the Catholic Church that didn't exist in the 1930s. In that regard, he may be more correct than I'm willing to admit.

After all, we have today a myriad of liberal Catholic groups yammering on about seamless garments and whatnot, nuns cavorting throughout the country on buses pursuing what for them is social justice and Catholic shareholder activists that seemingly worship Gaia at the expense of Christ — not to mention the financial and sexual scandals metastasizing throughout the world's chanceries and seminaries.

And, as the picture accompanying Malone's article indicates, a pope taking possession of Christ crucified on the communist symbol of a hammer and sickle presented him by Bolivian President Evo Morales.

Yet, it must be mentioned that Day was unaware of the Holodomor, purges and show trials undertaken in the USSR at the same time she approvingly observed Chicago communists playing at rebellion, nor was she aware of the millions imminently tortured and killed under the mantle of Marx in Cuba and elsewhere.

In a classic case of "wait for it," Dettloff finally gives up the game just short of halfway through is article:

Many of my friends in the Party for Socialism and Liberation, for example, a Marxist-Leninist party, are churchgoing Christians or folks without a grudge against their Christian upbringing, as are lots of people in the radical wing of the Democratic Socialists of America.

For now, Dettloff, for now — or so his friends say.

Vladimir Lenin apocryphally described individuals either ignorant and/or complicit with his communist machinations "useful idiots." Although Dettloff boasts of his acquaintances who are both devout communists and Christian, he fails to recognize the brand of Christianity they profess adherence to is decidedly un-Catholic (op. cit. the encyclicals above).
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What follows is a prolonged harangue against capitalism so devoid of economic knowledge (op. cit. the economists listed above) and remarkably ignorant of readily available facts as to make one question how the editors at America deemed Dettloff's essay worthy of publication.

Case in point, the more governments stand back from commanding and controlling their nations' economies, the better off the health and well-being of those countries' citizens.

Eliminating extreme poverty should be given more priority than ensuring wealth equity from a Catholic perspective. When it comes to eliminating extreme poverty, we've done pretty well. In fact, extreme poverty has been reduced by a significant percentage over the past 30 years.
Likewise, the elimination or significant reduction of life-threatening illness also has also provided tremendous benefits for the poor.

I suppose Dettloff can be excused for hanging out with a bad crowd on his home turf in Toronto, but America? Their work on dismantling the mysteries of the Catholic faith for temporal causes as evidenced by housing the likes of James Martin on the magazine's masthead continues apace, weak apologies notwithstanding.
Malone has simply lifted the tent's skirt to allow the camel of communism to enter freely.
4 of 53 readers’ comments

Evo Morales, the president of Bolivia, surprised the pontiff with a crucifix attached to a hammer and a sickle, otherwise known as the 'communist crucifix.' Francis said he wasn't offended.
As a lifelong Catholic who believes the Ten Commandments are not the Ten Suggestions, I am offended that PF1 was not offended.
If socialism is contrary to Christian truth, can we imagine what communism is?
Here we have someone trying to pass off as a Roman Catholic Pope who dismisses Catholic doctrine with a warm smile towards an ugly symbol of idolatry and blasphemy; who readily accepts a Wiccan "stang'" from two witches as though it were a scene from a Harry Potter book; who makes it clear to the world that God WILLS a diversity of religions and that Muslims worship the same God they just do it in different ways and that ALL religions are equal...just a few anecdotes about this deranged man in white amongst a litany too long to list here...in only six years he has managed to deconstruct all the loose ends left of the Roman CC according to the Masonic intent of Alta Vendita.
Michel De Montaigne once said that he preferred the company of peasants because they hadn't been educated enough to reason incorrectly. This pretty much describes the modern Society of Jesus. St. Ignatius of Loyola gave his priests an outstanding education to fight the good fight against heresy, and spread the Gospel. Initially the Society of Jesus did an admirable job, but in time they fell prey to the sin of intellectual pride. The rest, as they say is history.
I shudder to think who the next pope will be, but I know it won't be a Jesuit. I think most of us have had enough of that nonsense. But whomever the next pope is, I believe he should appoint the next General of the Society of Jesus, much as John Paul II did when he appointed Van Kolvenbach after the death of Pedro Arrupe.

The Jesuits have to stop imitating post-modernist insanity. The order is no longer earning their keep, and their extensive education and coddling serves no useful purpose. Practically speaking, what they're pushing is not remotely orthodox, and even mimics the apostasy of our "Fearless Leader", with his Amazonian fantasies. In short, the Jesuits need to get their act together or be suppressed.

Are these people nuts? The world has lived with the USSR and China and their communism and no one likes it. We have thousands upon thousands of those who escaped from communist states asking for US citizenship 
mainly because of our freedom from communism

Amerika magazine’s push for Communism

https://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/vortex-amerika-magazines-push-for-communism
By Bruce Walker, July 26, 2019
Well, the gay Jesuits, which we know is rather redundant these days, they have completed the circuit and gone completely off the rails in the natural order as well — which, as an aside, is guaranteed once you have given up the supernatural life, which the Jesuits as an order did many years ago.
Now, in the pages of their rag, which editor Fr. Matt Malone projects as sophisticated and intellectual and only for the "thinking" man, critics being not sufficiently intellectual enough to grasp its profound prose, Malone has published a piece which is little else than an apology for communism.

A glossed-over attempt to get us to look at it from a different angle, a fresh perspective — in short: have a dialogue about it.

So fierce has the criticism and backlash against the original piece been that Malone felt compelled to take to the pages of his own rag and personally pen an apologetic for the original apologetic.

The original piece first offers some words from early 20th century worker Dorothy Day in saying most common people who join the Communist Party do so out of a desire for equality and fairness among the working class.

Aside from the fact that there's not really any way to know that one way or the other, the truth remains that that is definitely not what the leaders of communism had or have in mind.
The article then includes Day's assessment that whatever the intent of many of its adherents, "the movement is, in the final analysis, a program 'with the distinct view of tearing down the church.'"

Most of the remainder of the article is spent tearing down Day's assessment, which was spot on; funny that they would trot out Day's kind analysis of the motives of rank and file party members but then assail her analysis of the movement as a whole.

Which is it, Amerika magazine? Is her assessment worth listening to or not? Or is it worth listening to when it supports your twisted position and to be discarded when it challenges your absurdity on a macro level?

The article is so indescribably lopsided, it's hard to even take it seriously, much less analyze it.

It paints the most sympathetic view of communism possible (which admittedly is a hard thing to do) and juxtaposes that view against singular horrible examples of capitalism run amok.

In short, it takes two polar extremes and contrasts the extremes to arrive at a conclusion of "Meh, communism's not so bad."

Following along those lines, in his defense article of the indefensible, Fr. Malone says:

My reading of Catholic social teaching, especially the commentary of recent popes, is that it has many good things to say about capitalism while always reminding us about the bad that comes with it. At the same time, it has many bad things to say about socialism while always reminding us of the good that comes with it.

Talk about a complete gloss. The Church does not remind us of the "good" that comes with "socialism" — notice the subtle yet deliberate shift there from communism to socialism.

The Church, in the person of Pope Pius XI, says of socialism the following: "No one can be at the same time a sincere Catholic and a true Socialist" — which is almost the same year that Dorothy Day was saying her bit that the goal of communism was to destroy the Church.

And so as not to confuse or conflate terms here, socialism and communism are only very slightly different economic systems, but economics is not the major reason for the Church's condemnation of both, a condemnation that Fr. Malone simply does not mention to you — and actually deceives you about.

The real question surrounding these evil systems is not one of economics, but one of spirituality and human dignity.

While the original article details a couple of examples of big corporation's poor working conditions for their workers — admittedly bad and unjust and in need of reform — it completely skips over the hundreds of millions of examples of out and out murder by communist regimes — much of it aimed at people of religion.

Karl Marx despised religion, a theme carried through by the Bolsheviks when they seized power in Russia in the 1917 revolution. 

They came to power through massive violence, storming the palace of Czar Nicholas in St. Petersburg, eventually not just assassinating him, but also murdering his children and wife.

These same men and their successors who came to power in Russia also through murder and violence went on to set up an institutionalized system, the gulag, where millions were sent for slave labor and eventual starvation and execution.

Methinks, given the choice of working long hours in an Amazon shipping house or being tortured, starved and beaten to death in the frozen tundra of a Siberian gulag, the Amazon warehouse might not appear so bad.

But it wasn't enough for communism in Russia to confine itself to the borders of that nation. It drew an Iron Curtain across Europe and built a wall to keep its enslaved population from escaping to freedom in the West.

Guards, communist guards, shot and killed anyone who tried to get across the Berlin Wall.

The horror of communism — its destruction of the human soul and spirit — was what prompted the politically explosive speech by President Ronald Reagan in 1987; while standing in the shadow of the monument to tyranny, he spoke the famous words.
In 1956, the Russian Commies sent tanks into Hungary to brutally crush an uprising of ordinary people who wanted freedom.

Communism and its twin sister, socialism, is always enforced through murder and violence against the will of the people it supposedly upholds.

Who can forget the scene of Chinese Communists in Tiananmen Square with the pervasive threat again of violence and death and the lone protestor staring down their evil?

Shortly after Stalin came to power, he put on a series of show trials where political prisoners were denied due process, dragged before Communist tribunals and predetermined sentences were handed down — often capital punishment.

Millions of poor farmers were driven off their ancestral lands which were seized by the Communist government in the name of the "people."

Murder, torture, starvation, execution, enslavement, poverty distributed equally to the masses — these are what comprise the machinery of Communism.

And enormous energy of that machine was directed at the Catholic Church, which even today is playing out in China as the Commies and socialists in the Vatican have sold out Chinese Catholics.

In Fr. Malone's stupid assessment of this big picture, he paints this as some academic question worthy of dialogue and for thinking people to ponder and consider over martinis in libraries and classrooms.

The Jesuits have popped champagne corks all over their order about Pope Francis denouncing a border wall and the death penalty.

However, walls, guns and the death penalty are the stock in trade of communism and socialism, yet somehow, all of a sudden, these historical facts are simply ignored and not presented.

And oh yeah, by the way, when the socialist and communist systems come to power, one of the very first things they do is set about to destroy the family.

Immediately, no-fault divorce is legislated and imposed, as is abortion and contraception, in an effort to destroy the family fabric and make individuals become dependent on the state — again, not talked about it either article in Amerika magazine.

So given the vast amount of lack of information in either article, the question needs to be asked: Is the editorial staff at Amerika just that stupid or are they malicious, agitating for a political system that seeks to destroy the Catholic Church, masquerading as a better economic system?
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