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Catholic traditionalists are becoming backbone of Church—it’s time to welcome them
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/catholic-traditionalists-are-becoming-backbone-of-churchits-time-to-welcome
By Dr. Peter Kwasniewski, October 31, 2018
Traditional Catholics have been criticized, even punished, for their supposed “disobedience” to the Second Vatican Council—although no text of binding force is ever produced from which they actually dissent—while large numbers of parishes around the world are run by clergy who do not hesitate to dissent from the most basic Church teachings, including those of the New Testament and the first seven Ecumenical Councils. 
Throughout the Western world, heresy is not only commonplace but expected, de rigueur, a sign of sophistication and adaptation. Yet the Church makes few public moves against these heretics, except by promulgating documents which nobody reads (apart from those faithful Catholics who already agree with their contents).

The extremes on either side become every day more extreme, while the self-defined “center” is far from being obviously in continuity with Catholic tradition or even consistent with itself. Thus, heresy remains plentiful and unpunished, save for a few odd cases; liturgical experimentation and liberalization continue in many parts of the world; cathedrals and churches are still being destroyed, desacralized, profaned by so-called “renovations.” A counter-movement has gained momentum, without a doubt, but it sorely lacks institutional support. Recognizably Catholic renewal is almost exclusively lay-driven.
Perhaps saddest of all is the constant closure of church after church, for lack of worshipers. After the Council’s opening to the world and the corresponding reinvention of the Mass, the expected influx of believers never happened; on the contrary, the tide of preconciliar conversions rapidly shrunk to a trickle, many Catholics stopped going to Mass altogether, and priestly and religious vocations suffered a collapse from which they have never recovered.

How does the traditionalist view all this? Indeed, in what other way could he view it, except to see that the Western Church is still in the midst of a crisis of unprecedented proportions? The traditionalist has been given the gift of knowing and loving the usus antiquior, the Mass of the Ages, in its beauty, profundity, reverence, symbolism, and silence. He sees a Novus Ordo Mass where a priest gives a squishy homily, the cantor booms out third-rate folksy songs, women and girls invade the sanctuary to assume all manner of ministries, and the congregation just gets up and leaves right after the final blessing. It is clear that, in the old Mass, he catches sight of the awesome Sacrifice by which heaven and earth are united; but what about the new?

He is not satisfied with simplistic answers like “the Mass is always the Mass”; we should all just be humble and obedient to our pastors, regardless; we should not presume to compare or make judgments. These answers may be sufficient for a cold, clinical intellect, or for a Cartesian skeptic who does not trust his senses, but they will never suffice for the heart of a believer who has eyes to see and ears to hear, who takes seriously everything that pertains to the fitting worship of God, the well-defined faith of the Church, and the pattern of holiness given by indisputable saints.

The traditionalist movement is growing throughout the world. The traditionalists who are in an irregular standing with the Vatican (e.g., the SSPX) are thriving. They have big families (since they do not dissent from Humanae Vitae, unlike the majority of their coreligionists who are “in communion with the Church”) and their seminaries are overflowing. The traditional Mass parishes and oratories in union with the Pope are also growing; they attract young people and families with many children. Traditionalist monasteries and religious orders are being founded, and they too are attracting vocations. On every continent, in every country, Catholics are busy reconstructing a devout life from its essential building blocks.

There are many young people—I was one of them, and I have met so many others, every place I visit—who will not put up with the liberal liturgical establishment, who have learned to worship God in a traditional way, and who will be the future backbone of the Church. Never has the postconciliar propaganda been further removed from the actual situation on the ground.

This must be said as well: I know educated people who would have converted to Catholicism if the resounding witness to the Faith that they had experienced at a traditionalist parish were the rule, something to be expected throughout the world at every Catholic parish. But when they see that it is not so, they become disillusioned and cannot believe in the claims the Church makes for herself. 
They see that the typical manifestations of Catholicism bear little resemblance to what they have read about in history or in theology books, from the Fathers of the Church through the mid-twentieth century. They have trouble believing the true Church exists, because the traditionalists they admire are a minority. How can this minority, which carries forward in time what used to be taught and practiced by everyone, be persecuted by their own bishops (!), excluded, alienated, marginalized? How can the mainstream, with its insipid, trendy worship, ubiquitous doctrinal confusion, and moral standards equivalent to those of unchurched secularists, represent the Catholic Church?

These questions have to be answered sooner or later. The traditionalists will not go away—nor will their standing challenge to fifty years of forced modernization.

3 of 91 readers’ comments
As the ecclesiastical crisis worsens, I find it interesting that many of the arguments put forth since at least the 80s by self-proclaimed "conservatives" are disintegrating in the face of reality. Far from seeing an influx in faithful bishops as we were told would inevitably happen over the past 30 years, the current crop of bishops and cardinals looks as if it is comprised of residents of the Island of Misfit Toys. Liturgical abuse continues unabated, with chanceries all but ignoring the cries of the few people who even try anymore to stop it; most have simply given up. Heresy is almost the rule in sermons rather than the exception. There is no realistic end in sight.
Perhaps the self-styled "conservatives" should stop trying to tell us we haven't implemented Vatican 2 "correctly" yet and other such nonsense and start considering the possibility that the "rad trads" mat have been right all along.
This is a real problem - the "conservatives" continue to defend the indefensible on the basis of obedience, and merely "conserve" grave error. Even a reverent Novus Ordo Mass is still a Mass conceived by Modernists to rid the Mass of its sacrificial character, and if every actual improvement to the new Mass is step back toward the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the "old" Mass, why not just forgo the unnecessary delay and learn and offer the Mass as it should be?
This isn't happening though, with a few exceptions, because even the "conservative" bishops are so frightened that the recovery of the old Mass will offend people and rock the boat, that to do so is inconceivable. They base this decision ("it's offensive, it will rock the boat, it will upset people, donations may go down") on the basis of *human* perception, rather than what God thinks, when God so clearly appears to favor the old Mass.

How long will it take and how bad will things have to get before these "conservatives" whether lay or clergy realize that offering God the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass - and not the "fabrication, a banal on-the-spot product" as Pope Benedict put it - is the fundamental basis for the renewal of the Church?

In 1983 I was in the VA hospital for a couple of weeks. During that time I was approached by a Veteran I had met there before. It was not hard for him or anyone else to tell that I was Catholic since I never hid saying my meal prayers, morning and night prayers or the Rosary. He had a question though that really hit home. "What happened to the Catholic Church?" He had always found solace by just going into a Catholic Church to pray. He had decided to take instruction but hadn't started when suddenly statues were removed, the old altar removed and more. He, a Protestant from birth felt victimized by the desecration of our Holy Places. The sense of being in a Holy Place was gone and this Protestant could find no solace or consolation, no sense of the Divine Presence there as he had in the past.
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