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The Madras Catholic Charismatic Renewal Silver Jubilee Convention in Chennai: Flyer distributed by me on New Age-practising leaders
January 13-15, 2002
Annai Vailankanni Shrine, Besant Nagar

“This flyer is not against the Catholic Charismatic Renewal but meant to bring to light some of the erroneous practices of a few leaders who are influencing thousands of Catholics adversely.

We must, in love, while praying for them, call for explanations and hold them to account.”
TAKE NO PART IN THE FRUITLESS WORKS OF DARKNESS; RATHER, EXPOSE THEM

Ephesians 5:11 (New American Bible)

The intercessory prayer circulated by the Madras Service Team of the Renewal asks God that “everone belonging to the Archdiocese of Chennai [sic] may go back (from the Convention) filled with the gifts and fruits of your Holy Spirit (and) become living witnesses of the Gospel values”.

I ask charismatic Catholics to examine the information presented by me on side 2 of this leaflet and ask themselves why our leaders do not address those issues despite the knowledge they have apart from the evidence that I have provided them (in many communications) of the increasing practice of Reiki, Vipassana, Yoga, Zen, T.M., Pranic Healing, Enneagram spirituality and other occult systems by Catholic Christians, especially our priests and nuns.
Are silence, compromise, a pretended unawareness and a non-confrontational stand (often adhered to in order to safeguard personal friendships and charismatic ministry) among the “gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit”? Are they “witnesses of the Gospel values”?
To be fair, CHARISINDIA has carried articles on the New Age Movement and Alternative Medicine themes, but the author Vijay Martis is on ther editorial staff (he has since left the Catholic Church).

Would any of my findings be published in CHARISINDIA? None have, till now.

Accordingly, in my crusade to spread awareness and provide necessary evidence to the CCR and ecclesiastical authorities, I have sometimes been obliged to name persons and identify locations, and for this I beg to be excused.

Please contact your leaders for their response to my statements.

And, for copies of my correspondence with them, free of cost to you and under no obligation whatsoever, please contact me at [postal address and telephone number].

Available from me: Detailed articles on why Christians may not practise New Age and occult Alternative Medicines like Reiki and Pranic Healing; the role of the Catholic Health Association of India (CHAI) in their propagation; the tuth about Yoga, Vipassana, Zen, T.M., Enneagrams, Tai Chi, the “Om” mantra, etc.; list of occult, New Age and other books of a questionable nature that are being sold in Catholic bookstores like St. Pauls; what is going on at Catholic holistic healing centres and Ashrams. Well-researched from secular as well as Christian sources, personal visits and interviews, photographs, extracts from Catholic periodicals like New Covenant, and Vatican Documents.
Tested for fidelity to Scripture and the Catechism of the Catholic Church.

[Side 2]

1. A former National Chairman and International Director of the Renewal has recommended the practices of “Christian Yoga” and chanting the “Om” mantra by bringing it “under the Lordship of Jesus”.
Fr. Fio Mascarenhas SJ

2. Another former National Chairman has practised Pranic Healing which he claimed as “more powerful than charismatic healing”. (Yet another former Regional Chairman was associated with him in that.)
He trained in Zen meditation under Fr. Amamasy SJ, India’s only Zen master and practises and promotes Zen before a statue of the Buddha whie chanting “Om” in the Zen building where he resides in the Dhyana Ashram.
Fr. A.J. Thamburaj SJ/Thomas Manuel (Babu)
3. A prayer group leader is among those who attend the above-mentioned Zen sessions every week. Pranic and Reiki healing are practiced by several members of his prayer group.
In three Schools of Evangelization and a Bible college, I found that 3 out of every 20 participants had been trained in at least one New Age therapy or oriental meditation.
In the Bible college, “Om” was chanted, and one of the speakers, a theologian, Fr. Paul Puthanangady, thought that there was nothing wrong in Reiki and Pranic Healing.

Joseph Paul, Living Waters prayer group

4. Priests who are practitioners of Pranic Healing, Yoga, Zen and Vipassana give retreats to charismatics or are on the Service Teams. One gives Inner Healing workshops.
Fr. Anil Dev IMS, Vice-Chairman, National Service Team/Fr. Franklin Lobo CSsR.

5. A former Vice-Chairman of the NST practices hypnotism when doing individual counseling after healing retreats; one of his books mentioning his use of hypnotism is sold through the National Charismatic Office.
Vice Admiral Dr. Trevor D’Netto

6. CHARISINDIA carried three articles that imply that the editors endorse Pranic Healing, Vipassana and Yoga. The publisher who was the National Chairman had written to me a year earlier that he was concerned about “the subtle entry of Pranic Healing” into the Church.

Fr. Fio Mascarenhas SJ
Catholic bookstores like St Paul in this and all other cities sell occult, New Age and anti-Catholic literature. I do not see any charismatic leader either making a protest to the Bishops or alerting Catholics to the dangers.

E.g. the St Pauls book stall at the XII National Convention, Vijayawada, October 2-5, 2003

7. Occult sessions and conventions are conducted on Catholic campuses. Charismatic programmes are held at these very places/venues (in the last named below, simultaneously).
E.g. Good Shepherd Convent, Chennai (Pranic Healing Convention), Christ College, Bangalore (Pranic Healing Convention), Stella Maris College, Chennai (the Meditation on Twin Hearts of Arhatic Yoga), Dharmaram College, Bangalore (Sri Sri Ravi Shankar’s “Art of Living”…
8. At Holistic Health Centres run by nuns, occult and New Age therapies are taught throughout the year by the nuns. Our lay people, religious, seminarians and priests attend the workshops and courses. Again, I do not see any charismatic leader either making a protest to the Bishops or alerting Catholics to their dangers.
E.g. the MMS (Medical Mission Sisters) nuns in Bibwewadi, Pune, in Kerala, and in Chennai.
9. A prominent Bible teacher to the prayer groups resides on the campus where the occult Meditation on Twin Hearts is held every full moon night. She has also been active in the seditious and New Age Catholic Ashrams circuit and exclusively wears a saffron-coloured habit.

Sr. Claude, FMM, Stella Maris College Chennai.
10. The Catholic Health Association of India (CHAI) stocks and sells Pranic Healing founder Choa Kok Sui’s books, propagates Reiki and many other alternative treatments, sells books published by the occult Theosophical Society as also of a 33rd degree Freemason. Next month, CHAI is the would-be co-organizer of an international event which former and present chairmen of the NCCRS along with priests and bishops will attend.
Cyril John, Fr. A.J. Thamburaj, etc.
The above list is not comprehensive. I have submitted evidence of all of the above, in writing and on personal visits, to my Bishop since two years now, and to many other Bishops as well as to present and past chairmen of the Renewal. Not a single one of them has favoured me with an official, positive assurance that the matters will be looked into by them.  
Note: The inclusions in both green colour and red colour were made by me when updating this file for my web site. No names were mentioned in the 800+ copies of the flyer distributed by me at the venue.
On 15.1.2002, after receiving a copy of this flyer, Fr. Thamburaj used the public address system to denounce me and my ministry*. He also denied having any involvement with Reiki and Pranic Healing. It was a lie. He lied immediately after he conducted a healing service with the Monstrance. He asked the gathering to pray for the person who was wasting his time and money distributing leaflets on the campus. One wonders why he shamelessly lied/got so riled when he was not even named as one of the perpetrators. Guilt?
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