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Cardinal says some Vatican II decrees are not binding
https://www.ucanews.com/news/cardinal-says-some-vatican-ii-decrees-are-not-binding/50357#

Although some other cardinals disagree with them, remarks in a book by Cardinal Walter Brandmüller may ease the negotiation between the Vatican and the SSPX.

 William Doino, May 25, 2012
Unveiling a new work on the Second Vatican Council in Rome, Cardinal Walter Brandmüller, the retired president of the Pontifical Committee for Historical Sciences, announced that Vatican II’s decrees on non-Christian religions (Nostra Aetate) and Religious Freedom (Dignitatis Humanae) “do not have a binding doctrinal content, so one can dialogue about them.” The comment–seen as a gesture to the Society of St. Pius X, now in talks with the Holy See about a possible reconciliation–naturally provoked controversy. Some traditionalists welcomed it as a sign that their criticisms about those documents have always been right, whereas Catholic Culture’s Dr. Jeff Mirus immediately cautioned: “While it is certainly true that a ‘dogmatic constitution’ is a weightier document than a ‘declaration,’ and is more likely to deal extensively with doctrinal issues, this does not mean that a declaration cannot have doctrinal content to which the faithful must assent.” He then persuasively explains why, with regard to Vatican II’s teaching on non-Christian religions and religious liberty. In fairness to Cardinal Brandmüller, he also affirmed that all of the Conciliar documents “must be taken seriously as an expression of the living Magisterium;” and one of his co-authors, Archbishop Agostino Marchetto, added, importantly: “There must be an acceptance of the Council by those who want to be reunited with the Church. I don’t think the SSPX can say, ‘Well, we’ll set this or that document aside.’ Underscoring that point was an essay in the Osservatore Romano last December. Written by Msgr. Fernando Ocariz, who has been directly involved in the SSPX talks, it carefully follows the principals laid out by Pope Benedict in his famous talk about “the hermeneutic of reform, of renewal within continuity.”
Full Story: Is Vatican II Completely Binding on Catholics?

Source: First Things

Is Vatican II completely binding on Catholics?
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