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MICHAEL PRABHU, MAY 27, 2020
 
Cdl. Burke Rebukes Church’s Pagan Idolatry. Coronavirus memo calls faithful to prayer and penance
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/cdl-burke-rebukes-churchs-pagan-idolatry-in-coronavirus-epistle
Jules Gomes, Rome, March 23, 2020
A leading traditionalist cardinal is calling upon Catholics to reflect upon the coronavirus calamity in the light of society's rebellion against God and "even within the Church, a paganism which worships nature and the earth."
"There are those within the Church who refer to the earth as our mother, as if we came from the earth, and the earth is our salvation," laments Cdl. Raymond Burke, alluding to the veneration of Pachamama in the Vatican during the October Amazon Synod.  
Society is not merely "indifferent" to God, but "openly rebellious" toward Him and the created order, writes Burke, citing commonplace violence, "attacks on the innocent and defenseless unborn," and "on those who are heavily burdened with serious illness, advanced years, or special needs."

The prelate further deplores "the devastating effect on individuals and families of the so-called gender theory," in his letter from Rome, published on his website Saturday.

Burke elaborates: "We need only to think of the pervasive attack upon the integrity of human sexuality, of our identity as man or woman, with the pretense of defining for ourselves, often employing violent means, a sexual identity other than that given to us by God."  

"Oftentimes, when we find ourselves in great suffering and even facing death, we ask: 'Where is God?' But the real question is: 'Where are we?'"

A source from Northern Italy told Church Militant that Cdl. Burke's comments asking Catholics to reflect on the correlation between the veneration of Pachamama and the coronavirus was entirely justified. 

Last fall, the diocese of Bergamo — now the epicenter of the epidemic — published a prayer to Pachamama* on its website: "Pachamama of these places, drink and eat this offering, so that this land is fruitful. Pachamama, good Mother, be generous!" So far, the highest number of priests to fatally succumb to the epidemic are from Bergamo, the source added.  

Burke, former prefect of the Apostolic Signatura, insists that while taking the most meticulous precautions, Catholics must not be denied access to Mass and the sacraments during the coronavirus pandemic.
Bemoaning the tendency "in our totally secularized culture" to view worship as similar to other non-essential activities like cinema or sport and therefore amenable to cancelation, Burke emphasizes that essential need of "prayer, devotions and worship, above all, confession and the Holy Mass" for us "to remain healthy and strong spiritually, and for us to seek God's help in a time of great danger for all."  

"Therefore, we cannot simply accept the determinations of secular governments, which would treat the worship of God in the same manner as going to a restaurant or to an athletic contest," he warns, explaining: "Otherwise, the people who already suffer so much from the results of the pestilence are deprived of those objective encounters with God who is in our midst to restore health and peace." 

After all, the state allows people to visit the supermarket and the pharmacy while observing the precautions of social distancing and the use of disinfectants, Burke reasons, acknowledging that "it is a fundamental act of charity to use every prudent means to avoid contracting or spreading the coronavirus." 

He writes:

Just as we are able to purchase food and medicine, while taking care not to spread the coronavirus in the process, so also we must be able to pray in our churches and chapels, receive the sacraments, and engage in acts of public prayer and devotion, so that we know God's closeness to us and remain close to Him, fittingly calling upon His help. Without the help of God, we are indeed lost.  

"Many of our churches and chapels are very large. They permit a group of the faithful to gather for prayer and worship without violating the requirements of 'social distance,'" the cardinal observes. Similarly, the screened confessional can be easily equipped with a thin veil treated with disinfectant. 
Burke's bold suggestion for the offering of votive Masses as done "historically, in times of pestilence" — specifically the Mass for "Deliverance from Death in Time of Pestilence" in the 1962 Roman Missal — is likely to be received with hostility in progressive liturgical circles.
The original form of this Mass was composed and used during the Black Plague in the mid-14th century. Known as the "Recordare domine testamenti" [Remember, Lord, thy covenant] Mass, it was created at the behest of Clement VI at Avignon. 

The introit reads: "Remember, Lord, thy covenant, and tell the angel striking, 'Now stop thy hand, and let not the land be desolated, and do not destroy every living soul.'"

The first prayer alludes to God's words in Ezekiel: "God, you who desire not the death but the penance of sinners." The first lesson from 2 Kings 24: 15–25 begins: "In those days God sent a pestilence into Israel." The lesson from Luke 4: 38–44 is about Jesus healing Simon Peter's mother-in-law.  

"From beginning to end, this Mass directly concerns the plague, sent by the hand of God as once before upon Israel," writes liturgical scholar William Paden. The votive Mass for plagues does not exist in the Vatican II Roman Missal.

Cdl Burke decries ‘distortion’ of sacraments during pandemic, loss of sense of sacred

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/cdl-burke-decries-distortion-of-sacraments-during-pandemic-loss-of-sense-of-sacred 

Lianne Laurence, San Diego, California, May 27, 2020
“Distortions” of the sacraments that took place in churches during the coronavirus lockdown, and that are taking place as they open up again, could result in Catholics losing a sense of the sacred, says Cardinal Raymond Burke.
“The sacred in the highest sense, in the sense that we see and we experience, the sacred is Christ Himself in our midst acting to sanctify us,” he told Thomas McKenna of Catholic Action for Faith and Family in a May 24 interview.

Through the sacraments, Christ acts “to forgive our sins, to fortify us with the gift of his Body and Blood in the Holy Eucharist, to forgive our sins and strengthen us in serious illness,” Burke pointed out.

“But we have to understand that it's Christ who is acting. It’s not something we invented, you know, where we can manipulate the sacred to fit our circumstances.”

However, with public Masses cancelled during the coronavirus pandemic, such manipulations have taken place, suggested Burke, a canon lawyer and well-known advocate of orthodoxy.

One such instance is the “virtual” First Holy Communion Mass planned by a parish priest in Ireland, who “gave the Sacred Hosts to their parents in advance” to take home and give to their child while watching the live-streamed Mass.
“This is very bad,” Burke said. 

“These children lose all sense of the fact that the Holy Communion comes from the sacrifice in which they are taking part, united themselves to Christ.”

Another instance is priests in Italy being required to “give out Holy Communion wearing the plastic gloves and with the mask on their face.”

Burke also referenced the Italian bishops’ proposal that priests could leave consecrated Hosts in plastic bags for Catholics to pick up, a practice that La Nuova Bussola Quotidiana reported in May had already been adopted in some parts of Germany.

“We can’t be putting Holy Communion, the Sacred Host, in a plastic bag, or a box to be, people taking home with them,” he said.

“These are distortions of the sacramental sign. And they simply can't be permitted.”

Burke also made reference to an American bishop’s short-lived proposal that nurses administer oils for the anointing of the sick to coronavirus patients so priests wouldn’t be exposed to the disease.

The Church has always understood that only a priest can administer extreme unction “because it’s Christ who comes to the sick person, and prays over the sick person, and anoints the sick person could give them strength in their illness,” Burke said.

“We pray always for physical healing, but we pray at the same time for that spiritual strength to embrace whatever illness the person has and to unite it to the suffering of Christ,” he said.

“And to suggest that this could be done by a person other than a priest is a manifest loss of faith in the sacrament itself.”
Burke said he fears that the cancellation of public Masses has caused an erosion of Catholics’ belief in the centrality of the Eucharist and of their obligation to attend Mass on Sunday.

He has read reports of “even good people who’ve said, well, in a certain way they preferred taking part in Mass at home, in the comfort of their home, with the television,” the cardinal observed.

“But this isn’t participating in Holy Mass. It’s a holy thing to watch the Mass and to be in awe of it, but it’s not participation. Christ isn’t present on the television screen. And He’s not in your home by that means,” he said.

Catholics who know what the Mass is will return “very wholeheartedly to fulfilling the Sunday obligation to assist at Holy Mass,” Burke observed.

“But for those who may not be so catechized, I fear very much that the easy way in which the churches were closed, and (that) it was said that the bishops were dispensing the people from the Sunday Mass obligation for this long period of time, could give the people the impression that Sunday Mass is just one more practice in the church, which the bishop can dispense.”
Indeed, Archbishop Víctor Manuel Fernández of La Planta, Argentina, a papal ghostwriter and confidant of Pope Francis, suggested in an April interview that the obligation to go to Mass on Sundays and Holy Days “is not indispensable” and “is something that could fall.” 

But the Church does not have the authority to drop the obligation to go to Mass on Sunday, which is a commandment from God, Burke pointed out. When it has been impossible during the current crisis for the faithful to attend Mass, the obligation does not bind them, but the obligation remains.

“It's not correct to say that the bishop dispenses the faithful from the obligation of Sunday Mass, because Sunday Mass is a response to the Third Commandment. This is divine law,” he emphasized.

It’s clear in the wake of what coronavirus pandemic lockdowns have wrought, or brought to light, that Catholics need to be catechised on core beliefs of their faith.

“We're going to have to restore very much the catechesis with regard to the Eucharist, and the whole sense of the Sunday Mass obligation, because I can see that there's been a certain erosion,” he said. 

Burke also criticized the Vatican’s secret accord with China, noting that bishops faithful to the Church who have persevered as members of the underground Church despite persecution are now being asked to sign an oath of loyalty to the Communist Party of China, which regards the only acceptable religion as China itself.

He urged people to heed the messages of Our Lady at Fatima.
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