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Cardinal Gracias encourages Catholics to read Pope’s latest encyclical

https://mattersindia.com/2020/10/cardinal-gracias-encourages-catholics-to-read-popes-latest-encyclical/
Mumbai, October 6, 2020
Cardinal Oswald Gracias, Archbishop of Bombay, has encouraged Catholics in India to read Pope Francis’ latest Encyclical.
In a YouTube message, he spoke about Pope Francis’ Encyclical, ‘Fratelli Tutti’ (All Brothers), released to coincide with the feast of St Francis of Assisi, October 4.

The title is drawn from St Francis’ own words and addresses “‘Fraternity and Social Friendship’… a life marked by the flavor of the Gospel…which calls for a love that transcends the barriers of geography and distance.”

Fratelli Tutti continues the theme set in Pope Francis’ previous encyclicals and exhortations, notably ‘Laudato Si’ (on care for our common home, 2015) and ‘Gaudete et Exsultate,’ (Rejoice and Be Glad, 2018) where he reiterates the ‘gospel of the poor’ and emphasizes the need for the whole world to live as one family, to eradicate selfishness and individualism.

“Though not specifically related to the pandemic, the message is very relevant to our present situation. There are lessons for everyone to take home,” Cardinal Gracias said.

The cardinal invited all to read this very important message for present times.

Cardinal Gracias releases Indian edition of Pope’s new encyclical

https://mattersindia.com/2020/10/cardinal-gracias-releases-indian-edition-of-popes-new-encyclical/

Mumbai, October 19, 2020
Oswald Cardinal Gracias, the Archbishop of Bombay October 8 released the Indian edition of the new Encyclical of Pope Francis “Fratelli Tutti” (All brothers) in India.
Releasing the third Encyclical, Cardinal Gracias, the President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India (CBCI) and one of the topmost consulters of Pope Francis, appealed to everyone to transform the whole world into one family, which is envisioned in the document.

The event took place at the Holy Name Cathedral, Mumbai, after his online Sunday Eucharistic celebration, which was attended by more than thirty thousand people all over the world, said church sources.

“The individualism focusing on me and mine should be taken away from our life and we should become other-oriented persons. We have the responsibility to promote brotherhood and solidarity and reach out to the poor and the suffering,” said Cardinal Gracias.

He expressed happiness upon seeing the name of Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of our Nation, who was a champion of universal brotherhood in the Papal Encyclical.

Cardinal Gracias also released two more books: “Strong in the Face of Tribulation,” of Pope Francis’ pandemic homilies, prayers, and messages and “The Pastoral Conversion,” instruction by the Congregation for the Clergy, which gives the outlines for the renewal of parish structures in a more dynamic and missionary direction.

The books are published by the Conference of Catholic Bishops’ of India (CCBI).
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