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Asia cardinal takes top evangelisation post in Rome
https://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/12274/asia-cardinal-takes-top-evangelisation-post-in-rome
Vatican News, December 8, 2019
The Cardinal Archbishop of Manila, Luis Antonio Tagle is the new Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples. The appointment of Pope Francis was announced today, Sunday 8 December. 
The current Prefect, Fernando Filoni, assumes the post of Grand Master of the Order of the Holy Sepulcher in place of Cardinal Edwin Frederick O'Brien, who resigned in April 2019 and turned 80.

With the nomination of Tagle, an Asian cardinal has returned to the leadership of Propaganda Fide (the ancient name of the important department for evangelisation, which is also responsible for episcopal nominations in mission lands), after the years of Indian Cardinal Ivan Dias (2006-2011).

Luis Antonio Gokim Tagle, born on 21 June 1957 in Manila to a Catholic family – his father of Tagalog ethnicity and his mother of Chinese origin – was ordained priest in 1982. He studied in the United States where he obtained his doctorate in theology with a thesis on the evolution of the notion of episcopal collegiality since the Second Vatican Council. He spent seven years in Rome to deepen his studies and in 1997 joined the International Theological Commission. 

After having been parish priest of the cathedral of Imus, at the age of 44 he was nominated bishop of that diocese by Saint John Paul II in October 2001. He dedicated himself in particular to youth ministry and inaugurated the first meeting of young Asians in Imus.

On 13 October 2011 Benedict XVI appointed him Metropolitan Archbishop of Manila and thirteen months later, in November 2012, during the last consistory of the pontificate of Pope Ratzinger, he received the cardinal's hat. In addition to leading the diocese of the Philippine metropolis, Tagle is also president of Caritas Internationalis.

Read the full report at Vatican News.

Cardinal Tagle Named Head of Vatican Evangelization Office
Charged with the Church’s missionary works and territories, Propaganda Fide is one of the largest curial departments, with a size and scope exceeding almost any other.

http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/cardinal-tagle-named-head-of-vatican-evangelization-office                       
Hannah Brockhaus, Vatican City, December 9, 2019
Pope Francis Sunday appointed Cardinal Luis Antonio G. Tagle, archbishop of Manila, Philippines, to lead the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples.
Cardinal Tagle, 62, follows Cardinal Fernando Filoni as prefect, usually referred to by its historic name of Propaganda Fide.

Charged with the Church’s missionary works and territories, Propaganda Fide is one of the largest curial departments, with a size and scope exceeding almost any other.

The beneficiary of centuries of dedicated legacies and bequests, Propaganda Fide is also the most financially autonomous curial department.

Praedicate evangelium, the new curial constitution, not yet promulgated, is expected to place an even further emphasis on evangelization as the structural priority of the Church’s mission, with the possible merger of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples and the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the New Evangelization into a single larger department.

As the head of a curial department, Cardinal Tagle will no longer be the archbishop of Manila, a post he has held since December 2011. He was made a cardinal by Benedict XVI in 2012.

Since 2015, he has been president of Caritas Internationalis. Cardinal Tagle was also very involved in the October 2018 youth synod.

Cardinal Tagle was born in Manila in 1957 and ordained a priest in 1982 for the Diocese of Imus, Philippines. He served as bishop of Imus from 2001 to 2011.

His episcopal motto is Dominus est (It is the Lord). From 1997 to 2002 he was on the International Theological Commission, appointed by St. Pope John Paul II.

Cardinal Filoni, who headed Propaganda Fide since 2011, was Dec. 8 named Grand Master of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem, following the retirement of Cardinal Edwin O’Brien at the age of 80.

In a statement Dec. 8, Cardinal O’Brien said he accepts and appreciates the pope's decision to accept his resignation, appointing Cardinal Filoni as his successor.

The order supports around 80% of the total operating budget of the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem, supporting parishes, schools, and Christians in Jordan, Palestine, Israel and Cyprus.

“Throughout my more than eight years as Grand Master, my personal faith and love of our Church have deepened as I have witnessed our members’ commitment to the goals of our Order, expressed in different cultures and languages, all profoundly Catholic!” Cardinal O’Brien said.
‘ASIAN POPE FRANCIS’ TAPPED TO HEAD MAJOR VATICAN OFFICE
Philippines Cdl. Luis Tagle in the mold of current pontiff
https://www.churchmilitant.com/news/article/cardinal-tagle-picked-to-head-vatican-office
David Nussman, Vatican, December 9, 2019
Pope Francis is giving a new post to a Filipino cardinal seen as soft on morality.
Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle, archbishop of Manila, Philippines, has been picked to head the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples.

Pope Francis announced the new appointment on Sunday. To become prefect of the congregation, Cdl. Tagle has to leave his post as Manila's archbishop.

Some see the appointment as putting Cdl. Tagle one step closer to potentially becoming pope. Cardinal Tagle was seen as papabile, a likely candidate for the papacy, in the lead-up to the 2013 conclave that elected Pope Francis.
The 62-year-old has been a proponent of allowing Holy Communion for the divorced and civilly remarried on a case-by-case basis.

In March 2015, the Catholic Herald asked Cdl. Tagle about Communion for those in adulterous second unions. He answered, "Every situation for those who are divorced and remarried is quite unique. To have a general rule might be counterproductive in the end."
"My position at the moment is to ask, 'Can we take every case seriously and is there, in the tradition of the Church, paths towards addressing each case individually?'" he continued. "This is one issue that I hope people will appreciate is not easy to say 'no' or to say 'yes' to. We cannot give one formula for all."

During the 2014 Synod on the Family in Rome, Cdl. Tagle trumpeted the synod's "spirit of listening."

The 2014 and 2015 synods were panned by faithful Catholics, outraged by the push to grant Holy Communion to divorcees who civilly remarried without a decree of nullity for their previous marriage.

Cardinal Tagle is president of Caritas Internationalis, a Vatican-run charity that has member-organizations around the world. The charity recently came under fire for having a predator priest working for one of its member organizations in Africa.
A CNN investigation published late last month found that Fr. Luk Delft, a Belgian priest with the Salesian fathers, was allowed to work for Caritas in the Central African Republic (CAR), despite a prior conviction of child sexual abuse.
In Belgium in 2012, Delft was convicted on charges of child sex abuse and child pornography. As a result, he was prohibited from interacting with minors for the next 10 years.
Also in 2012, Delft traveled to CAR to work for Caritas in a refugee camp. Both the Salesian order and the Belgian probations committee allowed him to fly to Africa. He became the director of Caritas' operations in the CAR.

While in CAR, Fr. Delft allegedly sexually abused at least two underage boys.

Alban Alain was 13 years old when he says Fr. Delft sexually abused him four years ago. 

"It's a horrible thing that he did to me," Alain told CNN.

Tagle has been the president of Caritas since 2015. However, Caritas is structured as a confederation of smaller charities, which has the effect that its member organizations — like the one where Delft worked until earlier this year — are largely autonomous.

Michel Roy, former secretary-general of Caritas, claims he informed the Salesians, Cdl. Tagle and the Caritas member organization in CAR about a therapist's letter in 2017 that stated that Delft should not be trusted around children. 
"I informed Caritas CAR about the therapist's letter and asked them to ensure that the issue was followed up with his order," Roy penned in a recent statement. "I was told that the issue had been resolved."

Delft remained on staff at Caritas CAR, in spite of the sex abuse allegations, until CNN contacted the organization earlier this year.

Born in 1957 in Manila, Tagle was ordained a priest of the Manila archdiocese in 1982. In the years that followed, he took on various roles in the diocese of Imus; for instance, he was the spiritual director (1982–1983) and later the rector (1983–1985) of the diocesan seminary.
In 2001, Tagle was appointed bishop of the Imus diocese. In 2012, Pope Benedict XVI appointed Tagle archbishop of Manila. He soon elevated Tagle to the cardinalate, just months before Benedict's resignation from the papacy in 2013.

Tagle generally prefers to go by the nickname "Chito" instead of clerical titles. His leadership style has been compared to that of Pope Francis, earning him the label "the Asian Pope Francis."

In becoming prefect for the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, Cdl. Tagle is replacing 73-year-old Cdl. Fernando Filoni, who has held the post since 2011. Filoni is now being re-assigned the new Grand Master of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre, replacing Cdl. Edwin O'Brien.

Why Tagle is the Pope's new hero of the East

It is hoped Tagle will be able to marshall the skills to handle the brutal politics of the Roman Curia
https://www.thetablet.co.uk/news/12275/why-tagle-is-the-pope-s-new-hero-of-the-east?fbclid=IwAR1Fb8N6NHpgw654vYIfTrhurqiY8OtIwtnubx3IndQeNWIB6CFX-tTnEOA 
By Christopher Lamb, December 9, 2019
With a single appointment, Pope Francis has arguably carried out one of the most significant moves of his pontificate.
The Pope’s choice of Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle to lead the Congregation for the Evangelisation of Peoples is a bold decision aimed at solidifying his legacy of putting the Church into a permanent state of mission, with eyes firmly set on the East. 

Cardinal Tagle, 62, the charismatic Archbishop of Manila, a sprawling archdiocese in the Philippines, will take over the 400-year-old Roman Curial office which has responsibility for much of the Church’s work in Africa, Asia and Oceania. With its headquarters near Rome’s Spanish Steps, hefty resources and power to appoint bishops, the department known as “Propaganda Fide” is something of an empire. The prefect is known as the “Papa Rosso” (“The Red Pope”). 

But why does this appointment matter? Here are three keys to understanding the significance of Francis’ decision. 

The first is that it cements Cardinal Tagle as "papabile", a strong contender to succeed a Pope who turns 83 later this month. Known as the “Asian Francis”, the Filipino prelate is passionate about the agenda of this pontificate, speaking out for migrants and refugees and trying to implement the Gospel of the Poor in his role as President of Caritas, the Church’s charitable arm. A passionate communicator, Cardinal Tagle has hosted hour-long television programmes in the Philippines on the Bible and questions of faith. He comes over as humble and joyful, and regularly tears up when talking about the suffering of people he has encountered through his ministry. With “the grace of tears”, Tagle is able to connect with people. 

The cardinal is also a student of the 1962-65 Second Vatican Council, studying for his doctorate on a history of the council under Fr Joseph Komonchak at the Catholic University of America in Washington. It is Vatican II, after all, which this Pope says he is trying to implement. 

Like Francis, the Filipino prelate is a Roman “outsider” having never studied or worked in the Eternal City until now. The decision to give him one of Rome’s biggest jobs is a way of testing the cardinal’s mettle ahead of a future conclave. One of the reservations some have about Cardinal Tagle’s candidacy is whether he is robust and savvy enough to handle the brutal politics of the Roman Curia. Working at Propaganda Fide will be a chance to see how he fares. 
The second key is that the appointment places Rome onto a solid missionary footing and is part of the Pope’s ongoing reform of the Vatican. The congregation which Cardinal Tagle leads oversees the Church of the future where the flock is growing rapidly. It is also set to become a "super dicastery" for evangelisation in the restructuring of the Roman Curia the Pope is poised to announce. Draft versions of Francis’ new apostolic constitution for the curia will see Propaganda Fide merge with the Pontifical Council for Promoting the New Evangelisation.  

Cardinal Tagle is on course to occupy the second most important position in Rome as his department seeks to implement Francis’ desire for a Roman Curia to be at the service of evangelisation. 

But this requires a new mentality. Rome can no longer see itself, and Europe, as at the centre of Christianity. It is tasked with serving the growing missionary churches. Propaganda Fide, some in Rome argue, has been one of the slowest to adopt this vision, and to adopt the reforms of the Second Vatican Council which sought to give a voice to local churches and bishops.

Tagle takes over from Cardinal Fernando Filoni, 73, who has been in charge since 2011 and now becomes Grand Master of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem (the current Grand Master, Cardinal Edwin O’Brien has reached the retirement age of 80). Cardinal Filoni is a career diplomat who showed remarkable bravery when, as papal ambassador to Iraq, he stayed put in Baghdad as the bombs fell during the 2003 war. But he is also a firm fixture of the Curial old guard; a micromanager who sources say has been resistant to reform. 

Francis does not see evangelisation working through top-down edicts, but by a Church fanning the flames of faith on the peripheries. The curia is tasked with coordinating and sharing the global Church’s experience. The choice of a cardinal from the Philippines, who is a student of Vatican II, to lead the Vatican's evangelisation department tries to put this vision into reality. 

The third key to understanding the significance of the Tagle appointment is what it means for the Church’s shift to Asia.

The cardinal, who explained to The Tablet in 2017 that his maternal grandfather was Chinese, is the second Asian to hold his new post. The first was Cardinal Ivan Dias from India, who served from 2006-2011.

Francis’ is focusing much of his missionary work on Asia, the continent where two-thirds of the world’s population lives, and where he has visited four times. Last month the Pope travelled to Thailand and Japan, and he’s expected to make another Asian trip next year. The Pope believes the Church’s future rests on sowing the seeds of the gospel in the East. 

Meanwhile, Asian countries are increasingly providing the candidates for global leadership roles in the Church. Earlier this year, the Dominican order chose Fr Gerard Timoner from the Philippines, as their new leader, the first ever from Asia. 

“It is clear that the origins of both men and women general superiors, who are from non-European and non-Western continents, is more and more becoming a reality. And this is good news that makes us happy,” the Pope said in “The Strength of a Vocation”, a book-length interview with Spanish Claretian priest Fr Fernando Prado, whose order is led by an Indian superior-general. “As time goes by, this change of the face of the Church is more and more visible, a fruit of its history and the marvel of evangelisation.”

Francis argued that the “clear phenomenon of a ‘de-Europeanisation’ of the Church” is starting to “bear fruits in strong local churches.”  

He explained: “India is one example of this, even with its own concrete theology. In Asia, we see the beginning of a strong theological thinking. The Philippines are also a clear example of how this is coming to be.”   

During a 3 December Mass, the Pope talked about the spirit working through small actions. He celebrated this Mass on the feast day of St Francis Xavier, the great Jesuit missionary, who took the Gospel to the far east. 

With a single appointment, the Jesuit Pope is seeking to follow the example of his past confreres, who believed that by having the courage to take the small steps, great things can be achieved. 

The above was reproduced at http://mattersindia.com/2019/12/why-tagle-is-popes-new-hero/ and received the following comments:
Fr. Francis Maria Britto: May God reveal His plans for the Church through this cardinal.

Devasagayaraj M Zackarias: Congratulations for his new office. May God bless him.

Joseph Lobo: The 83 year old Pope in his wisdom cannot be wrong in his vision he sees through Cardinal Tagle.
Marco Tosatti: Does Pope Francis Think His Reign Is About to End?
https://onepeterfive.com/marco-tosatti-does-pope-francis-think-his-reign-is-about-to-end/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Onepeterfive+%28OnePeterFive%29
Marco Tosatti, December 9, 2019

The appointment [on Sunday, December 8] of Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle of Manila as Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples (Propaganda Fidei) is an important signal for many reasons, but above all because it places us in a context in which we may suspect that Pope Bergoglio is thinking that the end of his pontificate is not far off. 
This is only a speculation, naturally; but it is a legitimate one, especially if we consider another decision, apparently without any reason, taken in the past few weeks.
We are referring to the completion of the service of [Argentinian] Monsignor Fabiàn Pedacchio as personal secretary of the Pontiff, a position that he has held for the last six years, since shortly after the election of Jorge Mario Bergoglio on March 13, 2013. Throughout this entire time, Fabián Pedacchio has also maintained his position as a staff member at the Congregation for Bishops. Acting in concert with his greatest personal friend, [Brazilian] Ilson de Jesùs Montanari – named by Pope Bergoglio [in 2013] as Secretary of the same Congregation [and made an Archbishop] in an absolutely extraordinary career jump – Pedacchio has effectively overruled the Prefect, Cardinal Marc Ouellet, often acting as the spokesman of “higher authority” in the choice of bishops.

Thus Pedacchio’s departure from the post of personal secretary to the Pope raises questions, if there are no other explanations. It is said that he will “return” to the Congregation, but in reality he never left. If the rumors we have been hearing in recent weeks are true, the picture is much different. According to what we have been told, Montanari, who has been Secretary of the Congregation for Bishops since October 2013, is going to be sent to Brazil as Archbishop of an important diocese (perhaps São Salvador de Bahia? Archbishop Murilo Sebastião Ramos Krieger is already more than a year past the retirement age of 75) so that he may become Archbishop Primate of Brazil. And the position of Secretary of the Congregation for Bishops would be filled by Fabián Pedacchio, who would naturally then become a titular bishop.

It is a frequent practice in modern times that, when it is thought that the papal reign is getting close to its end, the personal secretary of the Pontiff is named a bishop, as a sign of gratitude for the service he has offered and also as a way of protecting him from retaliation. Benedict XVI named Georg Gänswein as a bishop in December 2012, just a few months before announcing his resignation in February 2013.

We will see if these rumors are confirmed in the coming months.

But in the meantime there is the sudden appointment of Tagle to Rome. The outgoing Prefect of Propaganda Fidei (which, if and when the Reform of the Curia is approved, is intended to become the first Dicastery on the new list, ahead of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, which Bergoglio has never loved…), Cardinal Fernando Filoni, is 73 years old. He was Prefect since May 2011; thus his second five-year term would have been completed in May 2021. This means that we are looking at a move that cannot be explained as simply the expiration of his term.

It is likewise difficult to decipher the appointment of 62-year-old Luis Tagle to this post. He is not the first Asian to head the Propaganda Fidei (he was preceded by Ivan Dias of India). But it is difficult to avoid the idea that, by giving Tagle a position in Rome in order to get to know the Curia and to broaden his audience of contacts and relationships, Pope Bergoglio wants to give a clear signal of whom he favors for his succession. Other candidates are being prepared in their own respective camps, such as the present Secretary of State, Cardinal Pietro Parolin, and the Prefect of the Congregation for Bishops Cardinal Marc Ouellet. But such a signal [by Bergoglio], if this is in fact the correct interpretation [of Tagle’s appointment], indicates that there is a sense of the “end of the reign” that is beginning to spread behind the Vatican Walls.

CORRECTIONS: Due to a translation error, we originally stated, incorrectly, that Cardinal Tagle was 72 years old. He is 62 years old. Also, we originally wrote that Pedacchio had departed from the Congregation for Bishops. His departure was not from that congregation, but rather from the personal secretary position to Pope Francis. Both errors have been amended in the text.

Originally published at: https://www.marcotosatti.com/2019/12/08/papa-bergoglio-pensa-che-il-pontificato-stia-per-finire/ 
Preparing the chair
It doesn’t look good right now.

https://www.churchmilitant.com/video/episode/vortex-preparing-the-chair?mc_cid=95bbcc39c6&mc_eid=04daa98f29
Michael Voris, December 10, 2019
Over the weekend, in a move many see as a warm-up to be his successor, Pope Francis tapped Philippine Cdl. Luis Tagle to become the new prefect for the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples.
And for the record, the cardinal prefers to be called by his nickname, Chito, rather than by the title of his office. He's even been dubbed the "Asian Francis." He has criticized the Church for using what he says are "harsh words" when talking about homosexuality or divorced and civilly remarried Catholics, whom he has said should be able to receive Holy Communion in some circumstances.

Tagle shares the Pope Francis vision of a synodal Church, which means, in practice, a breaking down of the universality of the Church into what are essentially smaller regional or national churches. In the synodal paradigm, the teachings of the Church, while not necessarily being out-and-out denied, get short shrift and put on the shelf, in the name of needing to "accommodate" local customs and so forth.

"Synodal" is code for what homosexualist Cdl. Blase Cupich has spoken publicly — about there being a "paradigm shift" in the Church, which means, a moving away, more like a turning your back on the traditional understanding of Church teaching, especially in the area of sexual morality and the embrace of an out-and-out modernist stance. 

What we are seeing is the fulfillment of what Pope St. Pius X warned about in 1907 — an invasion of modernism, which he defined as "the synthesis of all heresies."
Tagle's relative youth (just 62) and Francis' advancing age (he'll be 83 next week) could be the combination to cement the Francis revolution in place for a hundred years or longer.

Tagle was the very last cardinal created by Pope Benedict, just weeks before he resigned, and knew he was resigning.

Pope Francis' elevation of Cdl. Tagle to such a high-profile position is a cause for concern. Tagle is cut in the Francis mold, but is a lot more friendly and smiling. He is a natural-born PR man, as seen in this Church-produced video of the 2018 Youth Synod.

While the spectacle is devoid of all grace for his office, unsuspecting, poorly catechized youth, like those who were specially selected for the Youth Synod, can easily fall prey to a man like this.

While he comes off as square, he also wins accolades from fellow Churchmen for trying to be with the people, accompanying them. In fact, around Rome, all one hears about Tagle is how he's full of "joy" and concern for the youth.

But he didn't express much concern for the youth in at least one case during his time as the president of Caritas Internationalis, a worldwide confederation of the Church's charitable work.

The second-in-command at Caritas last month told the Los Angeles Times that he had informed Tagle of a situation involving a Salesian priest from Belgium who had been convicted in 2012 of child sex abuse and child pornography. The priest had somehow gotten into an African diocese and risen to a prominent role in Caritas in the diocese, apparently abusing at least two more children in that role.

Warning signs were going off two years ago, but Tagle did little to intervene and ensure the priest was gone, leaving it to others to handle, and not following up when he was told everything was settled.

All of Francis' men, it seems, get elevated in the Church despite being stained with the taint of sex abuse — with minors or adults — either actively doing it, covering it up or not paying much attention to it when it comes across their desk.

Tagle appears to fit the mold perfectly, and yet, here he is, nestling in Rome, where he will no doubt be exposed to many, many other cardinals who will be electing Francis' successor.

Tagle already has converted many to his camp, being elected to multiple synod governing bodies the last few years.

At the 2014 synod — on the heels of the extremely controversial midterm relatio document that appeared to give some tacit approval to homosexual unions — Tagle took the opportunity to gloss over the sin and evil of that proposition by laughing to the international media in the Vatican press office, laughing and saying, "the drama continues."

Following on Pope Francis' environmental encyclical Laudato Sí, Tagle started a petition drive in Manila to fight against so-called global warming by soliciting promises to reduce carbon emission outputs. Pope Francis' makeover of the Roman Curia is now almost complete. 

Coming up on seven years, this pontificate has had the effect of institutionalizing a decidedly mainline protestant approach to all areas of sexual morality, giving cover for abusers and cover-up bishops when they are closely connected to Francis, and throwing the nearly full weight of the Church behind the Marxist-socialist agenda rising around the globe.

With more than half of the cardinal electors now having been appointed by Pope Francis, it's become clear that the battle for the soul of the Church is going to be one long, drawn-out affair that generations of Catholics will see play out for many decades, perhaps even centuries, unless a divine intervention occurs.

Absent a direct action from Heaven, this is going to be long, bloody and costly. It is no time to shrink from battle. It's time to man up, oppose all the error you find among so many Catholics, clergy and laity alike.

New Vatican post boosts Tagle’s papal chances

http://mattersindia.com/2019/12/new-vatican-post-boosts-tagles-papal-chances/
Tina G. Santos, December 12, 2019

Manila, December 11, 2019: A former envoy to the Holy See has expressed belief that the chance of Manila archbishop, Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle, of becoming the first Filipino Pope may have been boosted with his new appointment to a top Vatican post.
“Speaking in practical terms and the ways of the world, of course, he will be more known by those electing the Pope. Although he is already known, he will be further known,” said former Philippine ambassador to the Vatican Henrietta de Villa in an interview with reporters.

“And with all the good things he will be able to do, I am sure his value to the universal Church will be seen,” she added.

Pope Francis appointed Tagle on December 8 as the new prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples, which is one of the nine departments in the Roman Curia.

Source: newsinfo.inquirer.net
Why Pope Francis’ Appointment of Cardinal Tagle Is Significant
https://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/why-pope-francis-appointment-of-cardinal-tagle-is-significant 
Fr. Raymond J. de Souza, December 12, 2019

Did Pope Francis just name his successor? Much of the commentary about the appointment of Cardinal Luis Tagle, until now archbishop of Manila, to the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples put that question in first or second place. That’s speculation — about which, more later — but the appointment on its own merits is most significant; some have said that Cardinal Tagle is for Pope Francis what Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger was for St. John Paul II.
 

Urgency and Dismissal
The most remarkable thing about Cardinal Tagle’s appointment is that the position was not vacant. Cardinal Fernando Filoni, a widely respected diplomat famous for being the only ambassador not to leave Baghdad during the 2003 Iraq War, is 18 months shy of his 75th birthday and two years shy of completing his second five-year term. Given that Cardinal Tagle is only 62, the retirement of Cardinal Filoni and his replacement by Cardinal Tagle could have taken place in the normal course of events soon enough.

But the Holy Father must have felt a great urgency to get Cardinal Tagle into “Prop,” as the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples is still known in Rome, an abbreviation for its old Latin name, Propaganda Fide.

To make room for Cardinal Tagle, Cardinal Filoni was given the greatest Curial demotion in living memory, from being head of one of the most powerful and wealthy congregations — the prefect has the nickname the “Red Pope” — to a largely ceremonial position as grand master of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem. It’s a greater demotion than was meted out to Cardinal Raymond Burke, who did not hold as high an office when he was dispatched for his opposition to the Holy Father’s agenda for the family synods.

It was rumored that when Cardinal Gerhard Müller was dismissed as prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith he was offered the Holy Sepulchre post. He preferred the freedom to speak his mind in a way that continuing even in a much lesser office would not permit.
Cardinal Filoni’s Offense?
Cardinal Filoni was a rather unadventurous Curialist; he said little outside of formal occasions. It would be hard to know what he would say if he did decide to speak his mind. So it is unlikely that, like Cardinals Burke and Müller, he was fired for seemingly opposing the Holy Father’s agenda.

Yet there were two high-profile dossiers during his tenure, both of which are in shambles.

Most prominent is the secret Vatican-China accord of September 2018, an accord so secret that not even Cardinal Joseph Zen Ze-kiun, the senior Chinese cardinal, has seen it. The Holy See conceded a great deal, lifting the excommunications of bishops who had been appointed by the Chinese communist state without papal approval.

In return, there has been no observable improvements for the life of the Church in China. Quite to the contrary, religious persecution has ramped up considerably, and the Holy See has had to suffer one setback after another.

The accord appears to be a significant diplomatic and pastoral failure, and few voices even bother to defend it. Just last week one of the state-controlled Catholic bishops, recognized by Rome, declared that loyalty to the Chinese state — de facto the Communist Party — must be greater than loyalty to the Church.

Cardinal Zen, the courageous and outspoken emeritus bishop of Hong Kong, has repeatedly blasted the accord and the thinking behind it, not sparing sharp words for the role of Cardinal Filoni.

The other great ignominy of Cardinal Filoni’s tenure was the resolution of the impasse in the Diocese of Ahiara, Nigeria.

In December 2012, Pope Benedict XVI appointed a new bishop, Peter Ebere Okpaleke. A great number of the priests and people refused to accept him, demanding instead a bishop of their own tribe. The standoff went on for years, and Bishop Okpaleke never took possession of his diocese.

Cardinal Filoni, responsible for bishops’ appointments in the mission dioceses, was not able to figure out a resolution. In June 2017 the Vatican deployed the “nuclear option.”

Pope Francis issued an unprecedented order: All the priests had 30 days to promise “total obedience” to the Holy Father and beg his forgiveness. If not, they — the whole presbyterate, if necessary — would be suspended. The Holy Father got his letters of submission.

Nine months later, Pope Francis completely reversed course and removed Bishop Okpaleke from Ahiara. Nearly two years later, there still is no bishop there. Pope Francis may not have been pleased at how Cardinal Filoni managed that matter.

But perhaps the twin miscalculations of China and Ahiara were not cause to remove Cardinal Filoni, and Pope Francis just felt a great urgency to get Cardinal Tagle to Rome, even if it meant public humiliation for Cardinal Filoni himself.

 
An Asian Turn
The most notable shift from Cardinal Filoni to Cardinal Tagle is from a veteran Italian Curialist to an Asian archbishop. That happened in 2006 for the first time when Benedict XVI sent Cardinal Crescenzio Sepe from Prop to Naples, replacing him with Cardinal Ivan Dias, then-archbishop of Bombay.

Given that Prop handles episcopal appointments for the mission territories of Asia and Africa, having an Asian prefect offers many advantages.

Cardinal Tagle was de facto head of the enormous and dynamic Church in the Philippines, clearly the most prominent bishop in Asia. His travels to the global Filipino diaspora would feature gatherings of thousands upon thousands. The elevation of a prominent Filipino prefect in Rome recognizes that strength.

Here, Cardinal Tagle will face an early challenge. He is known, and admired, for being outspoken, not confined within the usual strictures of ecclesiastical rhetoric. The Filipino bishops were very outspoken about the abuses and aggression of their president, Rodrigo Duterte. Will Cardinal Tagle, part Chinese himself, easily accommodate himself to the Vatican’s silence on religious persecution in China and political repression in Hong Kong?

No one expected Cardinal Filoni to speak out of turn; everyone expects exactly that from Cardinal Tagle. If he doesn’t speak up as expected, the suspicion might grow that putting an Asian face on the Vatican’s troubled China policy was a matter of appearances alone.

 

The Asian Francis
Cardinal Tagle, created a cardinal in Benedict’s final consistory three months before the abdication, has seen his star rise under Pope Francis. He was a bicycle-riding young bishop, even as Archbishop Jorge Bergoglio took the bus. Both have a love for the poor; Archbishop Bergoglio often visited the slums, while Bishop Tagle would invite the poor to dine with him. Both come from Catholic cultures, but stress the need to evangelize rather than rest upon depleting cultural capital. They are both thought to be sympathetic to liberal positions but with sufficient ambiguity to avoid being provocative. It would be expected that the “Asian Francis,” as Cardinal Tagle is often called, would seek to appoint bishops for missionary territories that would be in the mold of himself and the Holy Father.

 

The Worldliness of Mission
While the mission of the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples is biblically inspiring — spreading the faith to the ends of the Earth — the daily operations are as gritty and grubby as anything in Rome. Prop is enormously wealthy, controlling vast sums in cash, investment and real estate. Those assets are to provide material support for the poor Churches, but the potential for corruption is immense.

In the early days of his financial reform, Pope Francis was willing to give the new Secretariat for the Economy authority over powerful and wealthy departments, namely the Secretariat of State and the Administration of the Patrimony of the Apostolic See (APSA), which controls the Vatican’s financial and real assets. They, in theory, would be subject to audits and outside control.

The Holy Father abandoned all of that in due course, leaving the new economic secretariat thoroughly neutered. But even in those early potent days, Prop never came within the new department’s remit. It was simply too rich, too autonomous and too influential.

Cardinal Tagle will now control the Vatican’s worldliest department. Will he be able to bring about a conversion of simplicity and accountability? The financial reform of Pope Francis is dead, so it is unlikely that new measures will require Cardinal Tagle’s assent. But will he advance the spirit of that prior reform?

 

A Future Pope
Popes don’t get to name their successors, but that didn’t stop the speculation that Cardinal Tagle’s appointment was Pope Francis attempting to do just that.

It’s without basis; after all, Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio would never have become pope in the first place if Benedict XVI had the power to choose; it would have almost certainly been Cardinal Angelo Scola of Milan.

In any case, the decisions made by the cardinals in the conclave are determined by the circumstances that emerge in the days immediately beforehand.

Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger was elected in 2005 only after the death and funeral of John Paul — the great religious event of a generation — made continuity highly prized, and the chief lieutenant was elevated. In 2013, the apparent dysfunction of the Roman Curia made more attractive an outsider who spoke of reform in the service of mission.

Cardinal Tagle’s potential as a future pope will depend now, in his new role, to a greater degree on what the cardinals think about the current pontificate at the next conclave. If they have a favorable impression perhaps Cardinal Tagle will seem more attractive. If they have a negative impression, the opposite will be true. In any case, that will be determined then, not
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